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GYMNASTICS. 

Within  the  last  two  or  three  years  attention  to  this  important  branch  of 
physical  training  has,  we  think,  been  rather  giving  way  than  increasing 
in  this  country.  Except  the  circular  swing,  which  is  not  by  any  means 
general,  gymnastic  apparatus  is  very  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  the  play- 
grounds of  our  elementary  schools ;  and,  if  we  are  nut  mistaken,  only  two 
ouj  of  the  twelve  male  training  schools  are  furnished  with  an  adequate 
supply.  There  were  some  hopes,  a  few  years  ago,  that  ere  long  none  of 
our  schools  would  be  left  entirely  without  such  apparatus :  circular 
swings  rose  in  great  numbers,  and  in  several  schools  cross-poles  and 
parallel-bars  were  added  to  them.  The  importance  of  gymnastics  as  a 
part  of  school  discipline  was,  in  fact,  pretty  generally  acknowledged,  and 
managers  and  patrons  of  schools  set  to  work  in  good  earnest  to  promote 
the  practice  of  them.  But  now  the  interest  on  tl  js  point  has  entirely 
died  out,  as  if  everything  had  been  done  that  was  needful ;  and  in  schools 
that  have  them  the  gymnastic  appurtenances  of  the  play-ground  are  often 
allowed  to  stand  unemployed,  as  monuments  of  the  bygone  period  when 
these  things  were  thought  worth  attention. 

What  is  the  reason  for  this  change?  "is  there  a  principle  of  compen- 
sation in  the  elementary  education  of  this  country  like  that  which  some 
philosophers  attribute  to  civilisation,  according  to  which  our  progress  in 
certain  respects  must  be  counterbalanced  by  retrogressioR  in  others?  We 
hope  not;  on  the  contrary,  we  feel  convinced  that  our  progress  in  other 
departments  of  education  has  been  very  materially  checked  and  retarded 
by  our  neglect  of  physical  training.  We  would  rather  seek  the  cause  in 
the  inability  of  the  schoolmasters  to  make  proper  use  of  the  gymnastic 
apparatus,  arising  from  the  absence  of  any  previous  training  in  their  own 
case.  If  gymnastic  exercises  are  properly  attended  to  at  our  training  col- 
leges we  shall  soon  have  them  reproduced  in  our  elementary  schools,  but 
so  long  as  they  are  neglected  there,  we  cannot  expect  to  find  them  suc- 
cessfully taught  by  the  schoolmasters.  f 

In  Switzerland,  almost  all  the  schools,  both  primary  and  secondary,  are 
provided  with  a  manhgcj  or  gymnasium,  having  all  the  machinery  neces- 
sary to  a  complete  course  of  gymnastic  exercises — a  ladder,  climbing 
ropes  and  poles,  a  cross-pole,  parallel  bars,  leaping  poles,  a  vaulting  horse« 
and  a  large  balancing  pole.  The  apparatus  is  sometimes  erected  in  the 
open  air,  sometimes  under  a  covered  roof;  and  many  of  the  schools  have 
both  a  covered  and  an  uncovered  gymnasium.  The  covered  gymnasiums 
have  no  floors,  but  a  ground  of  loose  sand,  which  can  be  raked  up  to 
render  it  soft.  The  uncovered  gymnasiums  are  always  placed  in  a  field 
or  grass-plot,  for  the  same  reason. 
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Such  is  the  interest  which  the  Swiss  students  take  in  gymnastics  that 
they  form  themselves  into  TurnvereinSy  or  Gymnastic  Associations,  and 
each  association  sends  about  some  of  its  members  from  school  to  school 
in  its  own  district,  to  organize  the  gymnasiums  and  give  the  benefit  of 
their  instruction  and  example  to  the  scholars.  Each  of  these  associations 
holds  annually  a  Turnfest^  or  Gymnastic  Festival,  at  which  all  the  mem- 
bers attend ;  and  a  great  number  of  exercises  are  gone  through  upon  every 
part  of  the  apparatus  in  the  manege^  which  they  held  for  the  purpose. 
This,  however,  is  only  preparatory  to  a  great  triennial  festival,  which  is 
held  at  the  principal  Swiss  towns  in  succession,  as  the  government  used 
to  be.  At  this  festival  all  the  associations  meet,  and  the  members  com- 
pete with  one  another  for  wreaths,  prizes,  and  other  distinctions,  just 
as  in  the  old  Grecian  games,  before  they  had  been  perverted  from 
their  original  purpose  and  degraded  into  mere  exhibitions  of  particular 
feats.  People  assemble  from  all  parts  of  the  country  to  witness  the  per- 
formances ;  the  tine  national  songs  of  Switzerland  and  Germany,  sung  in 
chorus  by  the  friendly  antagonists,  excite  and  sustain  the  general  enthu- 
siasm ;  the  standards  of  the  associations  and  the  gay  clothes  of  the  spec- 
tators give  a  radiant  aspect  to  the  scene :  everything  contributes  to  the 
joyousness  and  merriment  of  the  occasion.  At  the  close  of  the  festival, 
which  generally  lasts  three  days,  the  wreaths  are  placed  upon  the  brows 
of  the  victors  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  spectators,  and  the  prizes 
distributed  by  the  hands  of  fair  ladies,  who  thus  grace  with  their  presence 
the  ceremony  of  the  award,  and  impart  a  higher  value  to  the  marks  of 
distinction. 

All  this  is  very  well,  it  will  be  said,  and  feasible  enough,  in  a  country 
where  the  education  of  every  member  of  the  community  is  carefully  pro* 
vided  for  at  the  public  expense,  and  where,  so  far  from  there  being  a  national 
debt,  the  governments  of  the  several  Cantons  have  generally  a  considera- 
ble surplus  revenue  at  their  disposal  for  public  works.  But  we  reply,  that 
the  expense  of  fkting  up  even  a  complete  gymnastic  ground  need  not  be 
anything  very  considerable,  if  once  the  site  is  obtained  ;  and  that  the  play- 
ground of  an  elementary  school  may  be  furnished  with  the  common  appara- 
tus at  a  cost  almost  insigniBcant.  The  most  expensive  piece  of  apparatus, 
afler  all,  is  the  circular  swing,  which  has  already  been  erected  in  the  play- 
grounds of  so  many  schools.  It  is  certainly  right  to  provide  first  for  this 
most  exhilarating  of  gymnastic  exercises,  where  children  are  concerned  ; 
but  why,  when  the  greatest  difficulty  has  been  thus  surmounted,  should 
managers  be  deterred  by  a  trifling  expense  from  completing  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  regular  and  systematic  practice  of  gymnastics  in  all  the 
ordinary  forms.  As  we  have  already  observed,  however,  we  believe  that 
the  real  cause  of  this  neglect  is  to  be  found  in  the  inability  of  the  school- 
masters to  give  a  course  of  gymnastic  exercises.  If  the  schoolmaster 
were  competent  to  do  this,  he  would  have  no  difficulty,  we  imagine,  in 
inducing  the  managers  to  supply  the  necessary  apparatus.  Besides,  if  the 
expense  be  the  chief  obstacle,  it  would  be  advisable  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  of  Education  might  not  be  moved 
to  make  grants  for  this  purpose.  We  are  of  opinion  that  their  Lordships 
would  deem  the  object  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  a  considerable 
expenditure  of  the  public  money;  for  the  present  Government  have  already 
evinced  their  sense  of  the  importance  of  gymnastics  to  the  people,  by  the 
erection  of  the  public  gymnasium  at  Primrose  Hill. 

But,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  there  is  a  large  class  of  gymnastic  exer- 
cises which  do  not  require  any  apparatus  at  all ;  and  these  are,  in  fact. 
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more  essential  than  the  otbars,  to  which  they  are  preHminary  and  intro- 
ductory. They  are  such,  namely,  as  are  designed  to  develop  the  activity 
of  the  linabs  rather  than  to  call  forth  the  physical  strength.  These  should 
not  be  neglected  in  any  school  for  children.  They  are  very  carefully 
taught  in  many  of  bur  boarding  schools ;  and  we  cannot  see  that  they  are 
less  useful  to  the  children  of  the  poor  than  to  those  of  the  middle  classes. 
This  is  one  of  the  few  particulars  in  which  the  middle  schools  are  not 
behind  the  best  elementary  schools,  and  it  is  owin^:  to  the  fact,  that 
the  former  are  able  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a  drill-sergeant,  and  the 
latter  are  not.  But  there  is  no  reason  whatever  why  every  schoolmaster 
should  not  be  his  o^vn  drill-sergeant ;  in  fact,  were  it  possible  to  procure 
the  services  of  a  drill-sergeant  in  an  elementary  school,  it  would  still  be 
preferable  that  the  master  should  superintend  this  and  every  other  part  of 
the  discipline  himself;  for  he  should  be  all  in  all  to  his  own  school. 

In  order  to  enable  schoolmasters  to  give  their  pupils  a  regular  training 
in  gymnastics,  we  intend  to  insert  in  the  Journal,  from  month  to  month, 
a  graduated  course  of  gymnastic  exercises.  Our  subscribers  will  be  able 
to  commence  the  course  at  once  in  their  schools,  as  the  preliminary  exer- 
cises do  not  require  any  apparatus ;  and  we  trust,  that,  as  the  course  pro- 
gresses, managers  may  be  induced  to  provide  the  requisite  apparatus 
where  this  has  not  already  been  done. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  our  readers  of  the  more  common  and 
obvious  advantages  which  result  from  gymnastic  exercises. 

The  principal,  of  course,  is  the  beneficial  influence  which  they  exert 
upon  the  health.  This  is  a  sufficient  reason  to  induce  everybody  to  attaoh 
great  importance  to  them ;  but  it  is  a  consideration  which  derives  still 
greater  weight  in  relation  to  the  school  and  schoolmaster.  The  regular 
practice  of  these  exercises  will  do  much  towards  enabling  both  to  discharge 
their  duties  with  success;  and,  in  those  schools  where  anything  like  high 
pressure  is  put  on,  will  act  as  a  most  useful  safety  valve.  Besides,  light 
hearts  are  the  natural  concomitants  of  good  health,  and  certainly  nowhere 
are  they  more  desirable  than  in  an  elementary  school,  where  there  are 
already  annoyances  enough,  in  all  likelihood,  without  those  which  result 
from  the  jarring  of  bad  tempers.  How  much  more  pleasantly,  both  to 
teacher  and  taught,  does  the  work  of  the  school  proceed  where  these  are 
absent,  and  a  cheerful  tone  prevails. 

We  would  beg  leave,  however,  in  a  special  manner,  to  call  attention  to 
one  advantage  which  is  not  so  generally  underUood.  It  is  thus  referred 
to  by  M.  de  Pellenberg  :— - 

"The  gymnastic  exercises,  in  all  their  forms,  are  a  powerful  aid  to  the  practice 
of  design,  in  cultivating  the  taste  for  the  beauty  of  form  or  motion.  Their  effect 
in  this  respect  is  very  obvious ;  and  the  occasional  festivals  which  are  accom- 
panied by  gymnastic  games  present  examples  of  a  high  degree  of  cultivation  in 
this  respect.  It  is  a  spectacle  which  charms  the  eye,  and  exhibits  the  intimate 
connection  of  easy  and  graceful  motion  with  the  improvement  of  physical  force, 
and  the  capacity  to  escape  from  danger  or  surmount  obstacles." 

It  has  accordingly  been  remarked,  that  one  reason  for  the  pre-eminence 
of  the  ancients  in  sculpture  was  the  patronage  bestowed  upon  the  public 
gymnasiums,  in  which  the  artist  could  form  his  models  from  every  variety 
of  d^elopment  of  which  the  human  form  is  susceptible.  However  this 
may  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  gymnastics  do  contribute 
materially. to  the  4Bsihetic  training  of  the  mind. 
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The  first  position,  in  which  the  body  must  be  placed,  is  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

Heels  close :  toes  turned  outwards  nearly  at  right  angles :  body  up- 
right :  shoulders  thrown  back :  stomach  kept  in  :  head  easy :  arms 
hanging  straight  by  the  sides :  hands  closed  with  the  thumbs  inside. 

The  habit  of  readily  realizing  this  position  haying  been  gained,  the  first 
gymnastic  action  is  to  be  attempted. 

Action  I.  Bring  the  arms  quickly  up  in  front  as  high  as  the 
shoulders,  (nails  turned  upwards)  (a  fig.  1,)  then  swing  them 
forcibly  backwards,  at  the  same  time  turning  the  nails  back- 
wards {b  fig.  1),  keeping  the  body  perfectly  upright.  —  This 
action  being  mastered,  and  having  been  practised  for  five  mi- 
nutes, the  next  action  is  to  be  attempted. 


(a)  Fig.  1.  (6) 

Action  2.  Stand  erect  as  in  the  position  first  described.  Put  the  hands 
on  the  hips,  the  thumbs  placed  behind,  the  fingers  in  front,  and  the  feet 
close,  and  then  rise  as  high  as  possible  on  the  toes.  Fig.  3  will  illustrate 
this  action  to  a  certain  extent.  This  action  should  be  practised  five 
minutes. 

The  third  action  may  now  be  attempted, 

miction  3.  The  elbows  are  to  be  drawn  back,  so  that  the  fists 
t     ft     ,  may  be  close  to  the  sides  (a  fig.  2) :   then  throw  the  arras 

fl  I  straightforward  {b)  and  then  back  as  before. — Trie  gymnast 
J  I  must  become  perfect  in  this  before  proceeding  any  further:  a 
I  I  perfection  in  this  action  being  intimately  connected  with,  indeed 
(     I       an  essential  to,  the  satisfactory  performance  of  many  other 

(a)  Fig.  2.(5)  actions. 

I  Action  4.  The  feet  are  to  be  brought  close,  the  hands  on  the  hips, 

A  then  rise  on  the  toes,  and  jump  on  the  toes  with  the  knees  kept  per- 

f  fectly  straight  (fig.  3). — ^This  action  is  to  be  performed  for  five  mi- 

l  nutes :  and  the  12  first  actions  may  be  performed  during  one  hour 

J  before  breakfast,  five  minutes  to  each. 

Fig.  3. 

In  the  next  action  the  arms  are  again  brought  into  activity. 

Action  5,  The  fists  are  to  be  brought  up  to  the  shoulders: 
the  elbows  being  close  to  the  sides.  The  arms  are  then  to  be 
thrown  upwards,  and  then  brought  back  again  to  the  previous 
position. 

Fig.  4. 


L 


Action  6.  The  hands  are  to  be  fixed  on  the  hips,  the  feet  close, 
and  then  throw  the  legs  in  front  alternately  :  the  knees  being 
r         kept  straight,  the  gymnast  not  moving  from  his  first  place,  and 
I  keeping  the  body  upright  (fig.  6), 

Fig.  5. 

Action  7.  The  fists  are  to  be  brought  up  to  the  shoulders  as  in  action 
5,  but  to  be  turned  a  little  inwards  :  the  elbows  dote  to  the  sides  as  in 
action  6 ;  and  then  throw  the  arms  downward,  and  bring  them  back  as 
before. 
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Action  8.  The  feet  are  to  be  brought  close :  the  hands  fixed  on 
the  hips :  then  throw  the  le^  sideways  (alternately),  the  toes 
being  kept  in  front  (Bg.  6). 


Fig.  6. 


AcHon  9,  This  may  be  regarded  as  the  actions  5  and  7  combined.  The 
C\^\s  are  to  be  brought  to  the  shoulders,  the  elbows  close  to  the  sides ; 
\\\en  throw  the  arms  upwards,  then  backwards,  next  downwards,  and 
finally  return.  This  combination  of  action  requires  much  muscular  power, 
and  calls  numerous  muscles  into  activity,  and  cannot  be  well  performed 
until  the  muscles  of  the  leg  have  been  strengthened  by  the  previous  exer- 
cises. For,  though  it  seems  difficult,  to  those  unacquainted  with  the 
muscalar  system,  to  conceive  the  connection  between  these  motions  of  the 
arms,  and  the  power  of  the  muscles  of  the  legs,  the  anatomist  will  be 
aware,  that,  without  considerable  power  in  the  muscles  of  the  legs,  these 
motions  of  the  arms  and  the  position  of  the  body  to  be  preserved,  could 
not  be  realized. 


Action  10.  This  again  brings  the  gymnast  to  his  legs.  He  puts 
his  hands  on  the  hips,  keeps  his  feet  close,  and  then  standing  on 
his  toes  kicks  the  thighs  alternately  with  his  heels  (fig.  7). 


Fig.  7. 


(a)     Fig.  8.    0) 


Action  11.  In  this  action  the  arms  and  the  muscles 
of  the  back  are  called  into  action.  Raise  the  elbows 
to  the  height  of  the  shoulders  (a  fig.  8),  with  the  fists 
on  the  front  of  the  shoulders,  the  nails  turned  in- 
wards, and  then  throw  the  arms  forcibly  back  (6),  the 
body  being  kept  upright. 


Action  12.  This  action  is  connected  with  the  preceding.  Raise  the 
elbows  as  high  as  the  shoulders  :  fists  on  shoulders,  nails  being  down- 
wards :  then  throw  the  arms  forcibly  back,  keeping  them  level  with  the 
shoulders. 


Fig.  9. 


Fig.  10. 


Action  13.  This  action  exercises  the  lower  extremities  and  the 
muscles  of  the  back.  The  hands  are  to  be  put  on  the  hips  :  the 
feet  are  placed  close :  then  rise  on  the  toes,  and  kick  the  thighs 
with  both  the  heels  at  once  (fig.  9). 


Action  14.  In  this  the  arms  are  to  be  turned  round  front  to 
back  :  body  quite  upright.  This  action  has  been  deemed  likely 
to  be  injurious,  and  it  would  be,  if  attempted  previously  to  the 
exercises  already  detailed ;  but  from  what  has  been  stated 
regarding  the  articulating  surface  of  the  head  of  the  arm  bone 
with  the  cavity  of  the  shoulder  blade,  it  will  be  apparent  that 
such  action  is  perfectly  scientific  (fig.  10). 
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Action  15.  The  feet  are  to  be  brought  close;  the  hands  fixed 
on  the  hips.  Then  touch  the  breast  alternately  with  the  knees, 
the  toes  pointing  to  the  ground,  taking  care  to  keep  the  body 
perfectly  upright.  This  exercise  will  be  at  first  difficult,  but  it  is 
astonishing  the  effect  that  it  has  in  influencing  the  circulation,  and 
thereby  promoting  health. 


Fig.  11. 

Action  16.  This  is  similar  to  action  14,  except  that  the  arms  ar^  to  be 
turned  from  back  to  front  instead  of  from  front  to  back. 

I  Action  17.  This  is  looked  upon  b]jf  many  as  almost  insur- 

A         mountabl^y  aud  much  jocularity  is  produced  by  the  failures  in 

Ts—    the  first  few  attempts.    The  hands  are  to  be  fixed  on  the  hips. 

Fig.  12.    1^6  ^^^^  being  close.     Then  rise  on  the  toes^  bend  the  knees,  and 

lower  the  body  gradually  till  the  thighs  touch  the  heels:   the 

knees  being  kept  close  and  the  body  upright,  rise  very  gradually. 

Action  18.  This  next  action  has  a  most  powerful  effect  in 
giving  full  activity  to  the  muscles  of  the  chest.  Bring  the  right 
fist  on  the  left  shoulder ;  extend  the  left  arm  in  a  line  with  the 
shoulder ;  throw  the  right  arm  towards  the  right  side,  nails  to- 
wards the  ground ;  then  bring  the  left  fist  to  the  right  shoulder, 
thus  altering  sevejral  times, 

Action  19.  The  feet  are  to  be  brought  close,  the  hands  on  hips,  then 
raise  the  left  leg  behind,  stand  on  the  right  toe,  and  kick  the  right  thigh 
with  the  right  heel. 


t 


Action  20.  Open  the  hands ;  then  raise  the  arms  sideways,  and 
touch  the  back  of  the  hands  over  the  head  (fig.  14). 


Fig.  14. 

Action  21,  The  hands  s^re  to  b^  placed  on  the  hips;  the  feet  close; 
then  raise  the  right  leg  behind,  stand  on  tlie  left  toe,  and  kick  the  left 
thigh  wiih  the  left  heel. 

Action  22.  Open  the  hands,  bring  them  in  front  (the  palms  touching), 
and  swing  the  arms  backward  the  height  of  shoulders,  till  the  backs  of  the 
hatids  meet  behind. 


> 


Action  23.  The  feet  are  to  be  placed  close,  the  hands  on  the 
hips.  Raise  the  right  leg  in  front,  and  hold  the  right  toe  with 
the  right  hand  for  some  time;  then  do  the  same  with  the  left 
(fig.  15). — Jhe  knees  are  to  be  kept  straight. 

Fig.  15. 

Action  24.  Open  the  hands,  extend  them  in  front,  the  backs  touching, 
swing  them  in  a  line  with  the  shoulders  till  the  palms  touch  behind.  See 
action  21. 

(3b  ^e  continued,) 


THE  ST.  THOMAS  CHARTERHOUSE  SCHOOLS. 

We  have  received  a  small  pamphlet,  entitled  *'  A  Short  Account  of  the 
St.  Thomas  Charterhouse  Schools :  drawn  up  at  the  request  of  a  Patron 
by  William  Rogers,  M.A.,  Incumbent  of  St.  Thomas  Charterhouse/'  We 
are  happy  to  lay  before  our  readers  the  experience  which  the  managers  of 
this  important  school  have  gained  during  the  past  four  years ;  and  think 
that  it  may  be  found  valuable  in  the  establishment  and  working  of  other 
schools  of  a  similar  kind. 

These  schools  are  situated  in  one  of  the  poorest  and  most  densely 
peopled  districts  in  the  metropolis.  "  The  district,''  says  Mr.  Rogers, 
"  contains  a  population  of  9000  inhabitants,  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  com-* 
posed  of  the  poorest  and  roost  ignorant  class ;  many  of  them  are  em- 
ployed in  the  city,  as  porters  and  artisans ;  but  a  great  proportion  get 
their  livelihood  in  the  streets.  Those  who  are  above  this  class  are,  gene- 
rally speaking,  small  retail  dealers ;  and  few,  if  any,  are  what  is  called 
independent,  or  in  a  position  to  contribute  anything  like  an  adequate  sum 
for  the  erection  of  proper  school  buildings  for  the  children  of  so  large  a 
population." 

The  great  difficulty  of  raising  sufficient  funds  for  the  erection  and 
support  of  schools  in  localities  of  this  description  is  a  subject  of  frequent 
and  earnest  thought  among  the  friends  of  elementary  education.  The 
only  obstacle,  in  f^ct,  to  the  extension  of  the  present  system  of  national 
education,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  as  administered  by  the  Committee  of 
Council,  is  that  the  grants  of  public  money  are  not  available  in  those 
cases  where  aid  is  most  needed,  namely,  in  destitute  and  overcrowded 
districts,  where  it  is  almost  impossible  to  meet  the  conditions  upon  which 
these  grants  depend.  In  this  instance,  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
the  incumbent  and  churchwardens,  subscriptions  of  the  requisite  amount 
were  collected,  chiefly  among  personal  friends ;  and  grants  were  accord- 
ingly obtained  from  the  Committee  of  Council  and  the  National  Society, 
towards  the  erection  of  the  school-buildings.  These  particulars  we  are 
enabled  to  supply  of  our  own  personal  knowledge;  they  have  been 
modestly  passed  over  by  Mr.  Rogers  in  the  pamphlet  before  us.  He 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  establishment  of  the  schools  :■-*- 

''  When  I  first  came  to  this  district,  Michaelmas  1845,  there  were  no  schools 
whatever  for  these  people;  a  few  children  were  collected  on  Sunday  in  the 
church,  and  were  taught  by  voluntary  teachers.  After  Christmas,  the  same 
year,  I  opened  a  school  for  boys  in  an  abandoned  blacksmith's  shed,  in  one  of 
the  conns,  where  we  had  a  daily  attendance  of  ninety  children.  At  Easter,  I 
procured  a  room  for  girls,  where  from  fifty  to  seventy  attended. .  During  this 
time  I  was  negotiating  with  the  Governors  of  the  Charterhouse  and  the  Church 
Commissioners .  to  obtain  a  piece  of  ground  adjoining  the  church,  for  the 
purpose  of  building  schools.  This  was  finally  made  over  to  me  in  the  summer 
of  1846  and  operations  commenced  immediately.  Here  two  rooms  were  built, 
capable  of  accommodating  550  children,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  erection 
was  £l600.  The  whole  expenses  (for  alterations  had  to  be  made  in  the  speci* 
fications)  amounted  to  £1750 ;  the  site  costing  nothing.  The  boys'  school 
accommodates  200,  the  girls'  200  girls  and  150  infants." 

We  are  happy  to  say  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  have  shown  a 
due  appreciation  of  these  labours  in  their  behalf;  and  have  eagerly  sought 
to  secure  for  their  children  the  benefits  of  the  instruction  now  placed 
within  their  reach. 

"Since  the^r  opening  in  Ja^puary  184?j  these  schools,  with  sonie  slight 
fluctuations  in  consequence  of  unavoidable  changes  in  the  teacher^,  havis  been 
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nniformly  full.  Indeed^  tha  numbers  in  the  boys'  school  exceed  what  the  room 
was  originally  intended  to  accommodate.  There  hare  seldom  been  fewer  in 
this  school  than  230,  which  those  who  are  acquainted  with  school  management 
will  know  is  equal  to  250,  as  it  never  happens  in  a  large  school  that  all  the 
children  who  have  paid  for  the  week  are  in  attendance  at  once ;  and  in  the 
girls'  school  there  have  often  been  as  many  as  380-90,  and  even  400  present. 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  rooms  are  sadly  overcrowded,  and  the  working  of 
the  schools  matiBrially  impeded." 

The  only  difficulty  now  is,  to  provide  additional  accommodation.  A  room 
has  been  hired  for  some  time  past  to  receive  the  surplus  of  the  two  schools, 
and  assistant  teachers  have  b^en  appointed  to  take  charge  of, them. 
Efforts  are  at  present  being  made  to  raise  funds  for  the  erection  of  new 
schools.  A  petition  numerously  signed  has  been  presented  to  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council,  and  his  lordship  has  moved  the  Committee  of 
Council  to  make  an  extraordinary  grant  oi  £800  towards  the  cost,  which 
is  estimated  at  £4000.  An  appeal  has  also  been  made  to  the  friends  of 
education,  soliciting  their  assistance;  and  we  believe  the  publication  of 
the  present  account  of  the  schools  is  chiefly  intended  to  further  the  same 
object.  Nearly  400  children  are  ready  to  go  into  the  new  schools,  when 
built,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  there  are  700  children  in  the  district,  for 
whom  no  school  accommodation  is  provided.  The  remarkable  success 
which  has  attended  the  present  schools  gives  the  appeal  on  its  behalf  a 
strong  claim  upon  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  the  public. 

When  once  established,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  they  will  be 
efficiently  conducted,  for  the  managers  have  discovered  the  true  prin- 
ciple upon  which  an  elementary  school  should  be  conducted,  and  have 
followed  it  out  earnestly  at  great  personal  risk  and  inconvenience. 
'M  am  persuaded,"  says  Mr.  Rogers,  ''that  if  we  can  only  maintain 
our  character  for  teaching,  these  schools  will  be  as  eminently  successful 
as  the  present  ones  have  been."  It  is  this  character  for  teaching 
that  at  once  establishes  the  reputation  of  an  elementary  school ;  for 
the  poor  and  ignorant  are  generally  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  for 
their  children's  welfare,  in  sending  them  to  school ;  and  are,  as  parents, 
instinctively  alive  to  the  influence  exerted  upon  their  offspring:  they 
take  the. greatest  pleasure  in  their  children*s  progress  in  learning;  and 
feel  disappointment  when  they  see  that  they  derive  no  benefit  from  the 
instruction  which  they  receive.  Poor  people  will  much  rather  keep 
their  children  at  home,  even  when  it  is  inconvenient  to  do  so,  than  send 
them  to  a  bad  school ;  but  if  they  find  their  children  are  making  progress 
under  their  master,  they  will  oflen  make  great  sacrifices  in  order  to  send 
them  to  him :  they  will  stint  themselves  to  pay  the  school  fees ;  and,  in 
some  instances,  will  even  continue  their  sons  at  school  after  they  are  old 
enough  to  be  adding  a  small  sum  to  the  weekly  earnings  of  the  family. 
The  experience  of  this  school  has  shown,  also,  like  that  of  several  others, 
that,  provided  the  children  make  progress  in  their  education,  the  parents 
prefer  paying  for  their  schooling  to  sending  them  free  of  expense ;  and, 
further,  that  they  estimate  the  value  of  the  education  very  much  in  pro- 
portion to  the  sum  they  have  to  pay  for  it.  This  at  once  affords  us  an 
explanation  of  the  small  amount  of  interest  taken  by  the  poor  in  charity 
schools,  so  far  as  the  instruction  is  concerned ;  and  might  be  put  forward 
as  an  argument  against  the  proposed  educational  rate,  if  it  were  not 
intended  to  make  the  attendance  compulsory  under  it.  It  is  very  gratify- 
ing to  observe. this  honest  pride  among  the  labouring  classes ;  and  more 
especially,  when  it  is  found  to  e^\%t  in  a  neighbourhood  where  it  mig^ht 
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least  have  been  looked  for,  where  we  might  indeed  have  supposed  that 
it  bad  been  extinguished  along  with  many  other  of  the  belter  feeh'ngs 
of  humanity.  But  it  must  ever  be  remembered,  in  our  efforts  to  provide 
for  their  educational  wants,  that  the  spirit  of  independence  is  deeply 
rooted  in  our  people.  It  has  been  unfortunate  for  the  progress  of  edu* 
cation,  that  this  national  characteristic  has  not  been  duly  appreciated.  If 
it  had,  we  believe  that  in  not  a  few  instances,  self-supporting  schools  might 
have  been  established,  and  have  produced  the  most  beneficial  results, 
where  charity  or  free  schools  have  proved  unsuccessful.  The  St.  Thomas 
Charterhouse  Schools  are  at  present  nearly,  if  not  quite,  self-supporting, 
with  the  aid  which  is  obtained  from  the  Government ;  and  which  would 
be  obtainable  by  all  schools  similar  circumstanced.  This  result  has  only 
been  brought  about  gradually,  and  by  the  application  of  the  principle  to 
which  we  have  already  alluded. 

To  Mr.  Rogers's  experience  in  this  respect  we  wish  particularly  to 
direct  the  attention  of  school -managers.  It  will  be  observed,  that  he 
regards  the  self-supporting  character  of  the  schools  as  the  exact  measure 
and  criterion  of  their  efficiency  : — 

*'  A  chief  feature  in  these  schools  is  the  steady  increase  of  the  children's 
payments.  When  they  were  first  opened  I  found  great  difficulty  in  getting  the 
parents  to  pay  even  2d.  per  week  for  their  children's  schooling ;  and  the  pay- 
ments amounted  to  about  £80  per  annum  in  the  boys'  school,  and  about  £50  in 
the  girls'.  13 ut  gradually  the  people  began  to  appreciate  the  benefits  of  the 
school ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  great  improvements  we  were  enabled  to 
introduce  through  the  advantages  offered  by  the  Minutes  of  Council,  1847,  we 
raised  our  school  fees  from  2c?.  to  3c?.,  4c?.,  and  6d.  per  week,  according  to  the 
classes ;  and 'at  the  present  time  the  boys'  school  is  paying  at  the  rate  of  £160, 
and  the  girls'  at  £120  per  annum.  There  are  two  reasons  to  account  for  this 
increase : — 

I.  •*  The  superiority  of  the  masters  whom  I  engaged  at  considerable  risk,  and 
at  first  with  considerable  loss  to  myself,  having  guaranteed  them,  upon  my  own 
responsibility,  what  may  perhaps  be  deemed  large  salaries,  viz.,  to  the  first 
£100,  and  to  the  present  £130  per  annum,  independently  of  Government  allow- 
ances for  certificated  and  pupil  teachers,  conditionally  amounting  to  £50 ;  but  I 
did  this,  being  fully  persuaded  that  if  I  was  to  have  a  good  school,  I  must  have 
a  good  master ;  and  we  cannot,  or  at  least  we  ought  not,  to  have  a  good  master 
without  paying  him  an  adequate  salary.  The  schoolmaster  in  every  school,  but 
roore  especially  in  an  important  school  like  this,  wiih  so  many  pupil  teachers 
under  hira,  has  a  certain  position  to  maintain,  which  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
do  upon  the  wretched  pittance  which  it  has  been  too  common  to  allot  him  as 
his  salary.  I  was  also  fully  convinced,  that  providing  we  could  establish  a  good 
character  for  teaching,  the  school  would  eventually  pay  its  own  expenses ;  and 
the  results  clearly  show  that  I  was  not  wrong  in  my  conjectures.  The  ])re8ent 
hopeful  condition  of  the  school  fully  repays  me  for  the  anxiety  and  pecuniary 
loss  1  sustained  in  establishing  it  upon  a  proper  footing. 

II.  "The pupil-teacher  system,  which  has  given  prreat  life  and  activity  to  the 
school,  and  has  enabled  us  to  carry  on  our  teaching  with  an  energy  which  it 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  do  without  them,  whatever  its  results  in  other 
schools,  it  certainly,  on  the  whole,  has  worked  most  beneficially  in  these ;  and 
I  am  convinced  that  it  will  produce  the  same  satisfactory  effects  elsewhere  if  it 
be  properly  watched  and  superintended  by  the  managers.  And  here  I  may 
remark,  that  the  Government  has  testified  its  approbation  of  our  labours  by  the 
number  of  pupils  it  has  apprenticed  to  the  schools,  viz.,  ten  boys  and  ten  girls, — 
a  larger  number  than  has  been  allowed  to  any  other  school  in  England,  and  at 
the  cm  rent  annual  cost  of  £400." 

!pvening  schools  have  also  been  established  in  the  old  school-rooms; 
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and,  like  the  day-schools,  they  appear  to  have  been  remarkably  suc- 
cessful. The  parochial  clergy,  the  schoolmaster,  the  under-masters,  and 
the  pupil- teachers,  ail  take  part  in  the  instruction  of  the  scholars,  the 
pupil-teachers  being  remunerated  for  their  services.  Besides  the  usual 
lessons  given  to  the  evening  classes,  popular  lectures  are  occasionally 
delivered,  at  which  the  members  of  these  classes,  for  whose  improvement 
they  are  chiefly  designed,  are  allowed  to  attend  free  of  expense.  Last 
year,  570  males  and  256  females  were  admitted  to  the  evening  schools, 
many  of  whom  were  quarterly  payers  and  regular  attendants. 

Altogether,  it  appears  that  about  1600  persons,  children  and  adults 
of  both  sexes,  receive  more  or  less  the  benefits  of  education  in  these 
schools,  in  the  course  of  a  year.  That  a  great  amount  of  good  is  thus 
being  effected  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt :  it  is  already  beginning 
to  tell  upon  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district.  Mr.  Rogers 
mentions  as  an  instance  of  this,  *<  that  during  the  first  three  years  after 
the  opening  of  the  church,  when  there  were  no  schools,  there  were 
seventy-six  children  baptized ;  during  the  last  six  years,  when  there  have 
been  schools,  3400  persons  have  been  baptized,  giving  an  average  of 
566  annually."  It  must  be  gratifying  to  the  feelings  of  Mr.  Rogers  and 
his  brother  managers  to  find  that  the  results  of  their  labours  are  thus 
becoming  apparent :  they  could  hardly  have  any  better  or  higher  reward. 
We  trust  that  their  example  and  the  success  which  has  crowned  their 
endeavours,  may  operate  as  an  inducement  to  others  to  **  go  and  do  like- 
wise*' in  districts  where  such  efforts  are  as  loudly  called  for,  but  in  which 
no  helping  hand  has  yet  been  found. 

In  an  appendix  to  the  pamphlet  a  more  particular  account  is  given  of 
the  day  and  evening  schools,  and  especially  of  the  course  of  instruction 
pursued  in  the  former.  Mr.  Rogers's  opinion  in  regard  to  the  relation  of 
secular  and  religious  instruction  is  very  decided. 

"  Although  we  frive  such  prominence  to  the  religious  instruction,  it  must  by 
no  means  be  supposed  that  we  consider  the  entire  education  of  the  lower  classes 
to  consist  in  the  Bible  lesson,  elementary  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic :  it  is 
found  from  experience,  that  a  knowledge  of  these  elements  of  education  is  not 
in  the  least  compromised  by  the  introduction  of  such  subjects  as  grammar, 
geography,  history,  mensuration,  vocal  music,  and  lessons  upon  the  natural 
productions  and  manufactures  of  our  country ;  on  the  contrary,  these  subjects 
teach  the  child  the  object  for  which  he  learns  to  read,  the  necessity  of  being 
able  to  write,  and  the  benefit  that  arises  from  a  knowledge  of  arithmetic.  Nor  does 
80  extensive  a  course  prove  injurious  by  shutting  out  the  Bible,  for  the  greater 
the  extent  to  which  the  mind  is  exercised  upon  various  intellectual  subjects,  the 
more  prepared  will  it  become  for  the  reception  of  those  truths  which  are  of 
paramount  importance.  The  Bible  points  to  the  door  of  heaven,  but  the  steps 
thither  must  be  ascended;  the  intellectual  exercises,  which  ought  to  constitute 
the  training  of  the  child,  are  so  many  steps  under  the  direction  of  the  Bible,  as 
the  pioneer  in  reaching  that  wished-for  summit.'' 

Copies  of  the  weekly  routines  of  lessons  for  the  respective  schools  are 
inserted  in  this  appendix.  We  print  that  for  the  upper  boys*  school  on 
the  next  page,  in  order  to  make  teachers  acquainted  with  the  neat  and 
convenient  plan  upon  which  they  are  drawn  out.  A  copperplate  skeleton 
of  one  of  them  is  in  preparation,  and  will  be  sold  at  the  various  London 
school  depositories.  They  will  only  require  the  figures  representing  the 
subjects  to  be  inserted. 
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NOTES  FROM  LEVANA,  OR  THE  DOCTRINE  OF 
EDUCATION.     BY  JEAN  PAUL  RICHTER. 

In  our  November  number  we  made  an  extract  from  Professor  Moselyr 
in  which  we  find  a  wish  expressed  that  German  works  on  education  were 
better  known  than  they  at  present  are  in  this  country.  In  accordance 
with  this  wish,  we  give  a  few  specimens  of  Jean  Paul  Richter's"  Levana,. 
or  Doctrine  of  Education."  Though  the  book  has  been  some  time  trans- 
lated into  English,  we  believe  it  is  far  from  being  generally  known.  We 
do  not  approach  it  for  the  purpose  of  combating  errors,  from  which  it  is 
by  no  means  free,  (though  even  as  critics  its  extreme  beauties  would 
almost  disarm  us,)  but  to  impart  some  of  its  truths  to  our  readers.  These 
let  them  accept;  as  the  majority  of  them  will  probably  never  see  the 
book  itself,  there  is  the  less  reason  for  controversy,  or  for  putting  them 
on  their  guard ;  rather  let  us  take  what  appears  to  be  incontrovertible, 
and  profit  by  it. 

We  have  never  met  with  an  English  work  oh  the  same  subject  o-^^  j^g^jf 
so  charming.  Few  of  our  own  writers  have  been  so  happy  "  tj'escape 
a  somewhat  forbidding  dryness  and  sententiousness  wb-  -  HAolintr  with 
these  subjects.  Rarely  would  their  book*  be  take-  «:;*'\„ivr"« «  idea 
of  amusement,  or  fascination.  The  Levana  m-  ,v  f^.^nLl^  «/  have 
fbund  it  almost  impossible  to  lay  it  down.  ^V^^  ^'  IJ^Lnf  Jeln 
Paul  are  a  most  deep  insight  into  hum-  ^  ^^  ''^''^:^*'  ''"  .^^ 
fancy,  furnished  by  the  mlmory  wit^      -^^  "/f"**^'  '""lir J  m.teS 

There  is  scarcely  a  Vpath  in  bi^t^  -3,\Vef  f  JaVin'^^^^^^^^ 
an  anomaly  m  nature,  scarcely  . /^y*  scarcely  a  '^w  in  pnysics  scdi  j 
untruth,  wiiich  does  not  ser  ^^^  "?^  ^ruth,  or  an  old-fashioned  fan^.iar 
prince  of  illustrators,  an^'  :^.,^»™  ^^'  purposes  of  illu.tralian  He  is  the 
rest  of  his  eminent  c  -^  simile-makers.  In  Goethe,  in  SchMler  m  the 
the  same  power  '^  -ountrymen,  we  m  vain  look  for  an  equal  cregree  oi 
here  where  sno'  ^  ^  tiever  fails  him  in  any  of  his  works,  and  it  abotrnds 
children  ro»'  '<^5ve  fancies  play  round  grave  truths  like  a  band  o{  merry 
is  infini*       -'^^  ^  kind  but  serious  schoolmaster,  for  with  his  firmness  there 

gi      ,.^  tenderness, 
^r  ,  dt*,  is  the  book,  being  German,  free  from  mysticism  or  transcentfd- 
.dlism  ?   This  is  by  no  means  affirmed  :  only  let  our  readers  be  cautibnv'^d 
against  an  excessive  dread  of  all  writers  who  now  and  then  play,  tliv'^ 
itiyslic.    Our  great  painter,  Turner,  would  probably,  if  asked  why  he  does 
not  delineate  accurately,  point  to  one  of  his  admirable  rigid  early  pic- 
tures, and  say,  **  That  I  could  do  long  ago,'*  *'that  I  can  do  any  day." 
So  it  is  with   some  of  the  transcendentalists :  when  they  choose  to  de- 
scend, the  common^sense  man  finds  that  they  can  talk  better  and  deeper 
common   sense  thari  he  can  himsdf,  even  when  put  upon  hid  mettle. 
Though  no  admirers  of  mysticism  fct  its  own  sake,  we  are  forced  to  make 
this  acknowledgment. 

Do  not  let  us  take  fright  all  at  once  at  mere  terms.  The  **  ideal  man," 
for  instance,  who  has,  according  to  our  author,an  influence  upon  our 
-development.  He  turns  out  to  be  no  more  than  the  image  of  that  per- 
fection which  the  youth  sists  before  himself  as  his  objecfl  and  Ws  model ! 
•Oh,  how  often  mournfully  to  fail !  let  the  writer  say; 

"  If  only  every  one  were  distinctly  conscious  of  what  be  once  wished  to  he- 
<come,  of  how  different  and  much'  nobler  a  path  and  goal  his  opening  eye, 
•compared  with  his  fading  one  beheld  j*  •  *  ♦  •  Does  not  this  show  itself 
in  the  meanest  ^oul,  which,  though  sunk  during  its  pilgrimage  through  sensual 
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and  covetous  affections,  yet  once  attained  a  higher  hope,  and  stood  within  the 
gates  of  heaven  ?  At  a  later  period,  in  the  multitude,  the  ideal  being  fades  day 
by  day,  and  the  man  becomes,  sinking  and  overpowered,  the  mere  present,  a 
creature  of  necessity  and  neighbourhood.  But  the  universal  complaint, '  What 
might  I  have  become !'  confesses  the  present  existence,  or  the  past  existence  of 
an  older  Adam  in  Paradise  along  with  and  before  the  old  Adam." 

He  dwells  much  and  most  interestingly  on  the  influences  which  form 
the  character,  independently  of  what  is  technically  called  education  ;  on 
the  controlling  spirit  of  the  age,  or  the  natural  feelings  and  habits  of  the 
time  being,  above  which,  rather  than  in  accordance  with  it,  he  considers 
it  to  be  one  of  the  objects  of  education  to  raise  the  disciple;  on  the  influ- 
ences too  of  the  family  by  which  the  child,  in  its  earlier  years,  is  ever 
surrounded  ;  and  on  the  influence  of  what  he  calls  the  '*  living  action.*' 

"Not  the  cry,  says  a  Chinese  author,  but  the  rising  of  a  wild  duck  impels 
the  flock  to  follow  him  in  upward  flif^ht.  One  war  fought  against  a  Xerxes  in- 
flames the  heart  quite  differently,  more  purelv  and  more  strongly,  than  the  perusal 
of  it  three  times  in  Cornelius,  Plutarch,  and  Herodotus." 

But  as  for  mere  words — 

• 

"Ah!  respected  teacher!  if  even  we  with  our  great  college  libraries  that 
preach  to  us  for  tens  of  years,  have  never  once  been  brought  so  far  as  to 
become  holy  men  for  a  month,  nay  for  a  week,  what  dare  we  expect  from  the 
few  volumes  of  words  which  we  let  fall  in  school  hours  ?" 

To  make  teachers  reasonable  with  children,  it  would  be  often  sufficient 
to  make  them  thus  look  at  home.  Are  you  angry  at  the  flrst  feeble,  im- 
perfect efforts  at  writing  T  Try  for  five  minutes  to  write  with  your  own 
left  hand,  remember  both  the  child's  hands  are  left  hands  as  yet.  In  spite 
of  even  our  own  earnest  efforts  at  self-correction,  even  in  trivial  things, 
does  not  long-established  habit  at  first  conquer  us  four  times  out  of  five  ? 
The  book  in  addition  to  its  other  merits  abounds  in  mercy  drawn  from 
considerations  similar  to  these. 

Richter  puts  the  highest  value  on  children :  his  book  opens  with  the 
following  passage. 

"  When  Antipater  demanded  fifty  children  as  hostages  from  the  Spartans, 
they  offered  him,  in  their  stead,  a  hundred  men  of  distinction ;  unlike  ordinary 
educators,  who  precisely  reverse  the  offering.  The  Spartans  thought  rightly 
and  nobly."  ^  . 

The  moral  is  preferred  to  the  intellectual. 

*'  Whether  an  angel  or  devil  educate  that  great  genius,  is  of  far  more  impor- 
tance than  whether  a  learned  Doctor,  or  a  Charles  the  Simple  teach  him." 

The  moral  education  should  be  early. 

"  For  the  human  being  assimilates  the  more  spiritual  food,  the  less  he  has 
hitherto  received ;  as  he  never  grows  more  rapidly  and  disproportionately  to 
the  given  nourishment  than  as  the  foetus ;  but,  after  he  has  reached  the  point 
of  satiety,  he  rejects,"  &c. 

"  If  in  mature  life  great  examples  of  moral  worth  pass  by  without  influencing 
our  course  of  life,  more  than  a  flying  comet  that  of  the  earth,  yet,  in  the  deep 
heart  of  childhood,  the  first  inner  or  outer  object  of  love,  injustice,  &c.,  throws 
a  shadow  or  a  light  immeasurably  far  along  its  years.  •  •  *  •  The  first  fall 
and  the  first  flight  influence  us  all  our  life  long.  •  •  *  •  •  Life,  especially 
moral  hfe,  has  a  flight,  then  a  leap,  then  a  step,  then  a  halt ;  each  year  renders 
a  man  less  easy  to  convert,  and  a  missionary  can  effect  less  on  a  wicked  sexage- 
narian than  an  auto  de  f^." 
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Ot  the  latent  capabilities  and  intelligence  of  children  he  speaks  a& 
follows : — 

"  If  a  ivhok  system  of  religious  metaphysics  did  not  dreaminffly  sleep  within 
the  child,  how  could  the  mental  contemplation  of  infinity,  Goo,  eternity,  holi- 
ness, &c.  be  imparted  to  him,  since  we  cannot  communicate  it  by  ontward  means, 
and  indeed  have  nothing  for  that  purpose  but  words,  which  have  not  the  power 
of  creating  but  only  Of  arousing?" 

On  their  peculiarities,  trustfulness  and  joyfulnesshe  dwells  thoughtfully 
and  affectionately,  ishowing  with  respect  to  the  former  the  mighty  power 
and  the  great  responsibility  of  the  parent  as  possessing  the  absolute /<zi^A 
of  the  child  ;  and,  as  regards  the  latter,  how  the  games  and  pleasures  of 
children  may  be  n^ade  the  means  of  improving  them.  He  desires  mercy 
for  their  frckleness,  and  love  of  change  in  their  enjoyments. 

^   "  From  time  to  time,  they,  like  deep  unlucky  players,  ask  lor  new  cards, 

*  *    *    •  perhaps  it  is  the  consequence  of  that  want  of  a  future  and  a  past 
whereby  a  child  is  so  much  more  strongly  affected  and  wearied  by  the  present 

•  •    ♦    •    •  the  one-houred  constancy  pf  a  child  equals,  nay  surpasses  that 
of  one  month  in  his  parents." 

Nevertheless  let  the  child  sometimes 

"  Experience  in  play  his  future  life,  and  since  from  that  the  mountain  and 
stoTtn  pressure  of  bedium  cannot  be  removed,  let  the  child  sometimes  feel  it  in 
order  afterwards  not  to  perish  under  its  weight." 

Of  the  comparative  influence  of  parents  and  playfellows. 

'*  Parents  and  teachers  are  ever  to  them  those  strange  heaven-descended 
gods>  who,  according  to  the  belief  of  many  nations,  appeared  teaching  and 
h.(^lping  the  new  men,  on  the  new-born  earth ;  at  least  they  are  to  the  child 
^igaiUic  Titans:  consequently,  in  this  theocracy  and  monarchy  free  resistance  is 
forbidden  and  injurious  to  them,  obedience  and  faith  serviceable  and  salutary. 
Where  then  can  the  child  show  and  mature  his  governing  power,  his  resistance, 
his  forgiveness,  his  generosity,  his  jl^entleness,  in  short,  every  root  and  Wossom 
of  Society,  fcut  amongst  his  equals?    Teach  children  by  children." 

We  can  scarcely  tell  whether  the  severest  measure  of  sarcasm  is  tiealt 
to  foolisli  parents,  who  vary  the  character  of  their  moral  commands  to 
their  children,  according  to  their  own  fickle  and  worldly  spirit,  distracting 
them  with  all  the  inconsistences  of  mere  expediency,  or  to  teachers  who 
would  make  them,  as  regards  knowledge,  mere  packing-cases  of  multi- 
faifioQS  information,  and,  as  regards  character,  mere  cof)ies  and  repetitions 
of  themselves  :  for  decided  individuality  he  is  very  earnest. 

"  Every  educator,  even  the  dullest,  admits  this,  and  imprints  on  his  pupil  this 
reverence  for  peculiarities — that  is,  for  his  own ;  at  the  same  time  he  labours 
industriously  to  secure  this  point — that  each  be  nothing  else  but  his  own  step- 
son or  bastard  self.  He  allows  himself  as  much  individuality  as  is  necessary 
to  eradicate  that  of  others,  and  plant  his  own  in  its  stead  •  ♦  •  *  *  God 
grant  it  may  seldom  succeed !  and  roost  fortunately  it  does  not  prosper." 

"Even  a  grown-up  man  whom  some  one  should  follow  all  day  long  with 
moveable  pulpit,  and  stool  of  confession,  from  which  to  hurl  sermons  and 
anathemas,  could  never  attain  any  real  activity  and  moral  freedom ;  how  much 
less  then  a  weak  child,  who  at  every  step  must  be  entangled  in  a  '  stop,  run, 
be  quiet,  do  that' «  *  *  *  »  And  what  else,  in  fact,  is  this,  but  unceasingly 
to  sow  one  field  full  of  seed  upon  seed  ?  A  dead  corn-granary  may  possibly 
come  out  of  it ;  but  no  hving  harvest-field,  or,  in  another  simile,  your  watch 
stops  while  you  wind  it  up,  and  you  everlastingly  jvind  up  children,  and  never 
let  them  go." 

There  are  many  things  which  we  have  to  regret  in  writing  this  notice  : 
one  is  our  limitation  of  space,  for  in  dealing  with  a  genius,  like  Richter, 
we  feel  that  the  reader  is  a  loser  by  every  line  of  our  own  :  another^  tfatit 
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wbere  th«re  is  «o  much  that  is  new,  and  so  much  that  is  old,  strikingly 
advanced,  we  are  obliged  to  clip  off  for  brevity's  sake  a  great  deal  of  the 
metaphorical  ornament  which  gives  the  book  itself  so  great  a  charm,  and 
to  select,  for  the  reader's  sake,  those  portions  whicli  are  the  most  English 
in  their  tone,  rather  than  those  which  are  strictly  speaking  the  most 
characteristic.  Though  abstaining  from  all  parts  of  the  work  where 
debate  might  be  necessary,  we  shall  still  be  nnable  to  give,  at  all  to  our 
owh  satisfaction,  even  a  cursory  view  of  half  the  volume. 
Commands,  prohibitions,  punishment,  crying. 

"  Some  teachers  preach  as  often  agaioJit  faults,  and  in  favour  of  virtues  which 
coMe  with  years,  as  against  faults  and  for  virtues  which  increase  with  age. 
*  •  »  •  Since  unfortunately  education  and  instruction  require  so  many 
words,  spare  using  them  against  fading;  faults,  and  direct  them  against  growing 
ones.  •  ♦  *  •  Frugal  speech  cultivates  the  powers  of  the  interpreting 
child." . 

"  Forbid  in  a  gentle  voice,  so  that  a  whole  gamut  of  increased  force  may  be 
open  to  you." 

"  After  unchangeable  biddings  and  forbiddings,  one  might  also  recommend 
to  the  parents  some  wishes  whose  fulfilment  would  depend  solely  on  the  love 
and  free  choice  of  the  children,  in  order  to  exercise  them  in  freedom,  love, 
and  merit.  «  •  •  What  you  desire,  is,  not  so  much  obedience  as  inclination 
to  it — ^love^  trust,  self-denial." 

"  Mothers  willingly  call  to  the  help  of  their  biddings  and  forbiddings  the 
dissipating  method,  which,  by  pleasurable  by-ways,  conceals  from  the  child 
the  goal  of  authoritative  command.  But,  by  this  flattering  mummery,  the 
child  learns  no  rulej  and  no  discipline;  but  before  his  short-sighted  eye,  all 
rights  and  steadiness  is  converted  into  a  merry  game  of  chance,  which  hardens 
and  accustoms  hini  to  nothing."  "Sometimes  children  will  do  the  work  of 
love  more  cheerfully  than  that  of  necessity,  just  as  their  parents  often  like 
better  to  give  than  pay. 

"The  child's  ear  readily  distinguishes  a  decided,  from  ah  angry  tone  of 
voice.  The  Aaoth^  easily  falls  into  the  latter,  when  she  attempts  to  iVnitate  the 
father  in  the  former.  His  conHyrsinds  t^e  better  obej'ed  than  hers,  for  three 
reasons : — The  firsts  his  decide  voice,  already  mentioned.  ITie  second,  that 
the  man,  for  the  most  part,  like  the  warrior,  says  only  one  and  the  same  ini- 
perial  No !  The  third  reason  is,  that  the  man  more  rarely  withdraws  his 
refusal." 

"  Not  great,  but  unavoidable  punishments  are  mighty,  truly  almighty." 

"  Never  let  the  contest  of  parental  and  childish  obstinacy  take  place." 

"  One  word  about  after-anger !  A  serious  punishment  of  a  child  is  scarcely 
so  important,  as  the  quarter  of  au  hour  immediately  succeeding,  and  the 

tratisinon  tO  forgiveness Every  long  winter  of  after-wrath  is 

poisonous^  ....  by  ft  the  child  at  last  reconciles  himsfelf  to  the  want 
of  m^rks  of  afiection,  and  learns  to  do  without  love ;  or  his  little  heart  is 
embittered  by  the  continued  punishn^ent  of  a  buried  fault,  and  so,  by  this  after- 
rapcpur,  the  beautiful  affecting  passage  to  forgiveness  is  lost." 

"  What  is.  to  be  followed  as  a  rule  of  prudence,  yea  of  justice,  towards  grown- 
up people,  should  be  much  more  observed  towards  children ;  namely,  that  one 
'should  never  Tudgmgly  declare,  *  You  are  a  liar ;'  or  even,  *  You  are  a  bad  boy  ^* 
ftistead  of  saying,-^—*  YbO  have  told  an  untruth,'  or  •  You  have  done  wrong  I ' 
....  the  branding  mark  of  his  nature,  not  of  the  deed,  must  seem  to  bim 
a  wrong  punishment." 

"As  Rubens,  by  one  kfoke,  converted  a  laughing  into  a  crying  child,  so 
eature. frequently  makes  this  stroke  in  the  original.  A  child's  eye,  like  the  sun, 
never  draws  water  so  readily  as  in  the  hot  temperature  of  pleasure;  for  instance, 
after  the  return  Jron)  a  playing  party  of  children.  Their  mirth  v.erjT  easily 
passes  beyond  the  first  extreme  verge,  which,  by  exhaustion,  leads  to  the 
^ecorid.  MoVeover,  consider  that  children  have  their  hypochondriacal  suflfer- 
ftrgs,  Jnst  ts  'Hheir  parents." 
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''We  may  divide  children's  cryin^^s  into  four.  Firsts  screaming  at  some 
outward  hurt,  a  fall  for  instance.  Here,  nothing  is  more  injurious  than  what 
is  so  desirable  in  all  requisitions  to  the  child,  the  soft  compassionate  naotber's 
Vt)ice :  the  compassion  of  another  joins  in  with  what  it  feels  for  itself,  and  it 

cries  on  for  pleasure The  strength,  or  weakness  of  the  child,  must 

decide  whether  you  should  in  the  first  case  choke  the  pain  by  an  absolute  for- 
biddal  of  its  outbreak,  since  victory  over  the  sign,  by  distraction  and  division, 
becomes  a  victory  over  the  thing.  In  the  second  kind  of  crying,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  caused  by  illness — the  gentle  soothing  mother's  voice  is  in  the  right 

place; because  the  little  spiritual  I,  or  I-let,  whose  place  it  is  to 

govern  and  direct  the  physical,  is  itself  attacked  and  plundered ;  and  the  mind 
lying  in  iron  chains,  knows  not  how  to  bear  '  the  order  of  the  iron  crown,'  &c. 
The  third  kind  of  crying,  is  that  used  to  get  something.  Here  hold  fast  Rous- 
seau's advice.  Never  let  the  child  obtain  an  inch  of  ground  by  this  war-cry ; 
only  the  misfortune  is,  women  are  never  to  be  moved  to  this  patient  indiflTeren'ce 
towards  screaming ;  but  they  say  to  him,  *  No,  you  shall  have  nothing  while  you 
are  so  naughty;  but,  when  you  have  done  crying,  you  shall  see  what  I  will  give 
you.'  And  does  the  little  despot  want  anything  more  ?  Try  an  experiment  in 
one  point ;  for  instance,  strictly  forbid  your  child  of  about  two  years  and  three- 
quarters  old,  ever  to  touch  your  watch, even  if  it  lie  openly  every 

day  on  your  work-table,  and  only  act  thus  three  days  together,  so  as  never  to 
contradict  yourself,  and  you  will  curse  your  former  forfeit-moneys.  Against 
the  fourth  kind  of  crying — about  loss,  from  fear,  from  vexation,  the  imposition 
of  some  kind  of  occupation  is  useful,  ....  or  the  thunder-spark  of  a  harsh 
word  is  very  good — *  Quiet,'  for  instance.  Never  let  the  mind's  green  and 
yellow  sickness — ill-temper,  spread  over  the  whole  being.  Hence,  it  is  very 
important,  especially  with  little  children,  never  to  wait  for  the  full  outbreak  of 
ill-humour,  but  at  once  to  mark  and  repress  its  first  smallest  indication." 

There  is  a  chapter  en  religious  education  which  might  be  well  illus- 
trated by  some  remarks  of  Luther  on  the  same  subject ;  and  another  on 
physical  education,  to  which  we  might  find  parallels  in  ''  Locke's  Essay/' 
as  Richter  is  in  favour  of  the  hardening  process,  but  we  have  not  space 
for  it.  In  conclusion — we  may  observe,  that  we  have  not  studied  method 
in  our  notice  of  a  work  which  is  itself  essentially  informal,  and  the  merit 
of  which  lies  rather  in  its  appropriate  remarks,  than  in  its  arrangement. 


PRACTICAL  HINTS  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  ROOM. 

SKELETON    LECTURES. 1. 

We  think  we  shall  be  doing  a  service  to  teachers,  if  we  can  afford  them 
any  assistance  in  the  task  of  imparting  oral  instruction  to  their  classes. 
The  difficulty  in  addressing  an  audience  of  any  kind  does  not  generally 
arise  from  a  want  of  phraseology  in  which  to  clothe  our  ideas,  but  from 
the  want  of  ideas  themselves,  and  of  the  ability  to  collect,  arrange,  and 
produce  them  as  occasion  requires.  Every  teacher  of  youth  has  a  suffi- 
cient command  of  language  to  explain  in  some  sort  what  is  passing  in 
his  own  mind,  but  few  have  sufficient  material  or  information  in  the  mind 
to  enable  them  to  extemporize  freely  and  efficiently  for  any  length  of  time 
on  any  particular  subject. 

Now  in  oral  instruction,  although  thoughts  frequently  and  naturally 
suggest  or  give  rise  to  other  thoughts,  it  is  highly  necessary,  in  order  to 
avoid  undue  digression  or  difTuseness,  to  anticipate  the  train  of  thought 
or  line  of  argument  we  wish  to  pursue.  And,  considering  the  many  inter- 
ruptions to  which  a  schoolmaster  is  exposed,  there  is  ample  scope  for  his 
ingenuity  in  developing  preconceived  ideas,  and  in  regulating  and  con- 
necting premeditated  thoughts.    All  orators  of  eminence  adopt  this  pre- 
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caution,  the  better  to  impress  the  leading  points  of  their  discourse  upon 
their  own  mind;  and  it  would  be  well  if  teachers  of  youth  would  take 
the  same  trouble  to  master  their  addresses,  in  order  to  avoid  tautology  and 
confusion,  and  to  infuse  into  their  lessons  interest  and  instruction.  There 
aie  a  few  points  to  be  observed  in  lecturing  as  well  as  in  writing  upon 
any  subject.  It  is  usually  (and,  perhaps  wisely)  the  custom  to  begin  with 
a  general  enunciation  and  a  clear  de6nition  of  the  subject — ^to  view  it 
synthetically,  as  a  whole ;  then,  by  way  of  explanation,  to  examine  it 
analytically,  in  its  parts  or  details,  descending  to  particulars,  to  the  nature 
and  importance  of  each  part,  so  far  as  time  and  the  subject  allow ;  after- 
wards to  remark  upon  the  utility  or  advantage  to  be  derived  from  these 
considerations,  or  the  danger  or  disadvantage  to  be  incurred,  and  to  close 
with  deductions  and  moral  observations  upon  the  whole ;  inciting  to  in- 
dustry and  perseverance  in  all  honest  and  honourable  undertakings,  to 
reverence  and  wonder  at  the  mighty  power  and  wisdom  of  God,  displayed 
in  his  works,  to  gratitude  and  love  for  his  support  and  protection,  and  to 
other  Christian  virtues ;  according  as  the  nature  of  the  case  admits. 

LECTURE   I. — THE   UNIVERSE. 

We  propose  for  our  first  lecture  a  sketch  of  the  universe  in  general,  as 
embracing  and  comprehending  all  subjects  whatsoever,  whether  of  art  or 
science,  sacred  or  secular,  which  engage  the  minds  and  thoughts  of  men  ; 
taking  this  as  the  framework  or  skeleton  of  the  whole  course,  to  be  filled 
up  with  the  several  details  as  occasion  serves. 

By  universe,  then  wb  mean — ^The  whole  assemblage  of  creatures  which 
occupy  infinite  space ;  in  fact,  all  the  Works  of  Creation,  or  the 
handiwork  of  God,  commonly  termed  the  Course  of  Nature,  and 
generally  arranged  under  two  heads — HEAVEN  and  EARTH,  or 
Things  VISIBLE  and  INVISIBLE. 

HEAVEN  INCLUDES— 

Among  things  invisible — ^The  special  abode  of  the  Most  High,  Angels, 
and  Archangels — Cherubim  and  Seraphim — Paradise  and  the  Spirits 
of  the  Just  made  perfect. 

Among  things  visible — ^The  Firmament  or  Sky,  commonly  called  Space 
— ^The  starry  sphere,  including  the  countless  suns  with  their  solar 
systems,  the  fixed  self-radiant  stars,  and  the  planetary  bodies  which 
shine  by  their  reflexion — the  satellites  or  moons,  comets  and  meteors, 
which  also  shine  with  borrowed  light.  The  suns  or  fixed  stars,  known 
by  their  twinkling,  are  arranged  under  six  heads  called  Magnitudes, 
according  to  their  brightness,  and  are  grouped  for  convenience  into 
constellations  resembling  men  and  animals,  and  have  appropriate 
names. 

Remark  upon  the  peculiar  features  in  the  heavens,  which  you  may 
have  observed,  for  instance: — the  track  of  light,  called  the  galaxy  or 

-         milky  way — what  causes  eclipses — the  nature  and  number  of  the 
satellites  belonging  to  our  system,  &c.  &c. 

EARTH,  CALLED  VARIOUSLY  THE  GLOBE,  WORLD,  AND  SPHERE, 

EMBRACES— 

Among  things  invisible — ^The  ever-present  Deity  regulating  all  things 
living  principles,  viz.,  human  souls — animal  instincts — vegetable  life — 
chemical  affinities — the  air  or  atmosphere  we  breathe — the  winds — 
caloric  or  heat — cold — various  chemical  gases— electricity — attraction 
of  gravitation  by  which  all  bodies  are  mutually  drawn  towards  each 
other,  and  towards  the  centre  of  the  earth. 

Among  things  visible— An  infinite  variety  of  appearances  or  substances 


18  pRACTiCAi'  HIKT9  ^o«,  i;h|;  •cbooi.-bopm. 

which  may  be  arranged  under  four  head^:  Asti^oaomica],  Qeographic^U 

Geometrical,  Geological. 

Viewed  Astronomically — ^The  earth  is  ^planet,  a  wandering  star,  like 
other  stars  of  the  sky.  It  belongs  to  a  system  or  group  of  stars  of 
which  our  sun  is  the  centre.  In  this  system  there  are  eleven  primary 
and  eighteen  secondary  planets,  called  also  moons  or  satellites.  Its 
poskmn  is  suited  to  our  nature,  not  too  near  nor  too  far  distant  from 
the  su^.  Its  d/istanoe — aboul  95  miltions  of  miles— rits  place — the 
third  in  tt^  ^yatem— if  ^tten4ie4  by  o»e.  moon — surrounded  ]»;  the 
atmQJipI^ere,  the  (leigh^  of  itchi^h  is*  about  5p  miles,  a  coqppoi^nd  body, 
a  flui(f,  indispeDiable  to  animal  ^nd  vegetable  life — useful  fpr  ventila- 
tion»  for  passage  of  birds,  of  sounds,  for  refraction  ^nd  reflexion  of 
light,  &c.  As  }t>%nd,  is  important  in  navigation,  fo^  tnitts,  for  regulating 
the  temperature,  &c.  Explain  the  cause  of  winds,  their  various  names 
— as  breezes,  zephyrs,  gales,  storms,  monsoons,  tornadoes,  trade- winds, 
&c. ;  how  they  oonvey  the  clouds  and  rain  from  plaee  to  place  i  how 
the  cause  and  foi^mation  of.  r^in,  snow^  hail,  mist  t^nd  iog-  ar^  mucih  the 
same.  Snow  is  congealed  vapour — ^hail  congealed  rain — icf  congealed 
water.  Wat^r  found  in  three  states — as  a  gas,  a  liquid^  and  a  solid. 
The  principle  of  tides  and  other  influences  of  the  moon. 

-— ^  GEOGRAPHiCALLY-*-Its  surface  is  wisely  distributed  into  land  and 
v^atet,  in  proportion  as  ^  ;  3.  The  land  is  divided  into  five  great  parts, 
improperly  called  Quarters;  and  these  into  five  subdivisions,  called 
ContineDts,^  Islands,  Peninsulas,  Isthmuses,  Capes  or  Promontories, 
which  are  furthei:  arranged  into  the  Political  divisions  of  Empires, 
Kingdoms,  Republics,  States,  and  Principalities,  and  are  diversified  with 
the  natural  peculiarities  of  hill  and  dale,  field  and  forest,  deserts  and 
caves,  &c.,  producing  vegetation  of  every  description — ^^eesi,  plants  and 
flowers,  some  distinguished  for  beau^,  some  for  food,  physic,  clotning, 
furniture^  fuel,  &c.^  all  conducing  in  various  ^a]^s  to  the'  support  and 
well-being  of  ^nim'al  life.  Corresponding  to  the  five,  divisions  of  land 
are  the  iiyt  great  divisions  of  water  into  oceans,  and  the  five  smaller 
divisions  into  seas,  lakes,  gulfs  or  bays,  straits,  and  rivers.  Connected 
with  this  view  of  the  earth  are  the  peculiarities  of  cHmate,  of  pOpule- 
tion,  politics,  religion,  laws  and  language,  commerce  and  the  arts, 
exports  and  imports,  shipping,  natur^  productioiis,  agriculture, 
fisheries,  canals,  railroads,  &c.;  also  the  several  divisions  of  the  animal 
kingdom  into  quadrupeds,  bipeds,  wild  and  tame  beasts,  birds,  insects 
and  creeping  things.  The  nature,  form,  halHts,  and  general  utility  of 
the  animal  creation,  their  mutual  dependence  upon  each  other  and 
upon  the  vegetable  kingdom.  The  superior  dignity  of  man,  the  different 
colows  and  races  of  human  beings,  and  the  diiferent  degrees  of  civil- 
ization. 

Geometrically — As  to  shape^  the  earth  is  nearly  spherical,  globn- 

hir,'round — orange-like.  This  proved  by  navigation,  by  eclipses,  by  the 
polar  star,  by  observing  vessels  at  sea,  &c.  '^ 

As  to  the  size,  it  is  about  25,000  miles  in  circumference  and  8000 
in  diameter,  nearly  199i  millions  in  surface,,  and  nearly  265,000  mil*- 
lions  in  solid  content. 

Its  motions  are  triple :  Annual — ^its  revolution  round  the  sun,  which 
causes  the  grateful  changes  of  the  seasons.  Diurnal — its  revolution 
round  its  axis,  thereby  producing  day  and  night.  And  a  third  motion, 
arising  from  nutation. 

Its  equipoise  or  equilibrium^^  by  which  it  maintains  ^n  evcA  balance 
in  spite  of  the  physical  and  chemical  changes  daily  taking  place  on  and 
beneath  its  surface,  is  weighed  with  the  greatest  nicety. 

•SW-—  Geologically — ^The  earth  is  composed  of  variauf  soils,  moulds, 
rock^,  &c.,  contaming  metals,  coals,  ftpd  other  miner^  substances  of 
value,  some  for  ouildinff,  others  for  medicinf,  coinage,  implements, 
fuel,  &c.,  all  of  which  wiU  be  treated  of  hereafter  as  distinct  subjects. 
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Thus  it  appears  that  a  koowledge  of  the  universe  implies  a  knowledge  of 
the  whole  circle  of  the  sciences,  and  of  the  many  and  varied  arts  of  social 
life.  The  e;(treme  importance  of  this  knowledge  will  strike  every  one  who 
considers  the  different  parts  of  this  admirable  machinery — the  universe ; 
how  intimately  they  are  connected,  and  how  they  severally  contribute  to 
the  mutual  preservation  of  each  other,  and  to  the  very  existence  and 
well-bein|;  of  the  whole.  ''The  earth  itself,  with  its  rocks  and  sands,  its 
ores  and  its  salts,'*  observes  a  wise  man,  *'  owes  its  origin  and  continuance 
to  the  elements^  The  trees,  plants,  herbs,  and  all  the  vegetables  draw 
their  subsistence  from  the  earth;  while  the  animals,  in  their  turn,  feed 
upon  the  vegetables.  The  earth  gives  nourishment  to  the  plant,  the  plant 
is  food  for  the  insect,  the  insect  for  the  bird,  the  bird  for  wild  beasts ;  and, 
in  rotation,  the  wild  beasts  become  the  prey  of  the  yulture,  the  vulture  of 
the  insect,  the  insect  of  the  plants  and  the  plant  of  the  earth."  And  ^h^ 
same  connection  exists  between  the  heavens  and  the  earth, — the  heavens 
by  their  genial  influence  people  the  earth,  and  the  earth  reciprocally 
peoples  the  heavens.  Thus  too  all  the  occupations  of  men  tend  to  the 
same  end,  the  mutual  support  and  happiness  of  the  whole  species.  Every- 
thing in  heaven  and  in  earth  serves  to  remind  us  that  we  are  not  indivi- 
duals but  social  beings, — that  we  are  parts  of  one  great  whole, — members 
of  a  large  family  of  created  things.  This  should  teach  us  to  have  an 
eye  to  others'  good  rather  than  our  own,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  our 
social  duties  though  at  the  cost  of  personal  inconvenience. 


DICTATION  LESSONS. 
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{Homonytnt  continued,) 

In  ^his  matter  th^  prophefs  advice  profits  him  nothing.  The  cottager 
sold  his  pig,  and  had  his  shoesf  ^oled  with  the  money..  Some  fish  are 
called  soles,  which  have  no  souls  at  all.  This  precedent  was  established 
by  the  late  president  qf  the  com^nittee.  A  medical  man  needs  quite  as 
much  patience  as  the  poor  patientS:  he  visits.  What  a  felloe  that  fellow 
has  put  into  my  wheel.  If  flour  comes  from  gra^in,  grain  itself  comes 
from  a  fio^er,  A  man  way  be  T(^ylor  by  naine  and  a  tailor  by  trade. 
That  bourse  has  four  white  spots  on  I^^wq  fore  legs.  This  seam  does 
uot  seem  to  me  to  be  well  sewed.  The  man  who  drinks  too  much  a/^ 
y^ill  sooner  or  later  aH  himself,  fjale  and  hearty  labourers  are  proof 
agaimt  the  nipping  frosts  and  Aai^stprms  of  winter.  Baize^  you  know, 
is  a  kind  ol  cloth,  but  there  are  some  horses  and  trees  called  bays.  Nay, 
surely  not ;  asses  bray,  horses  neigh.  Yoke  of  oxen,  and  yolk  of  eggs 
have  a  very  diflerent  orthography.  Be  quite  quiet,  and  watch  the  b\rds 
picking  the  buds  in  the  apple  tree.  Our  man  will  call  in  the  course  Qf 
an  hour,  'Pie  prividpal  men  in  the  town  will  decidedly  fa^vour  this 
ffrincipl^.  We  are  not  allawed^  you  know,  to  talk  aloud  in  this  room. 
A  Briion  is  an  inhabitant  of  Britc^in.  We  shall  prize  rice  more,  now 
there  is  a  ri§e  ii^  the  pri^.  In  our  old  haunts  ne^r  my  <nunfs,  we  found 
an  immense  ants  nest.  He  would  bei  a  heartl^^s  villain  to  injure  that 
sjiqple  artie^  creature.  Rhimfi  (hoar  frost)  v^ould  rhyme  very  well  with 
ihyimet  the  herb.  This  cypres^  tree  c^me  from  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  in  the 
Mediterranean.  That  minuet  Qught  to  be  played  in  a  minute  and  a  half. 
We  are  in  a  pretty  strait  now  5  we  were  certainly  ordered  to  keep  straight 


20  yOTICES  OF   BOOKS. 

before  us.  I  could  fain  wish  they  were  what  ^^-^  feign  to  be.  It  is  the 
current  opinion  that  currants  came  originally  from  the  outskirts  of  Corinth, 
As  he  took  and  sold  the  bale  of  cloth>  he  will  want  the  money  now  to  bail 
himself. 

In  order  to  whet  that  instrument  properly,  you  should  first  wet  the 
stone.  Men  arm  themselves  that  others  may  not  harm  them.  That  poor 
soldier  who  is  asking  alms  at  the  door  lost  both  his  legs  with  fire-arm^. 
Tom,  can't  you  bowl  that  ball^  and  not  bawl  so  loud.  Some  lads  work 
a  sum  quicker  than  others.  There  is  more  grass  in  the  meadow  than  one 
mower  will  cut  to-day.  Such  vain  pleas  by  no  means  please  me.  They 
quite  exasperate  me,  because  they  will  not  aspirate  the  h.  The  height  is 
eight  feet.  If  I  conquer^  of  course  you  roust  concur  in  this  matter. 
These  suckers  rather  injure  than  succour  the  parent  tree.  Trifling 
presents  will  often  secure  a  man  admittance  to  the  presence  of  an 
Eastern  king.  If  you  would  bate  one  third  of  the  price,  I  might  con- 
sider it  a  tempting  bait. 

The  dew  of  heaven  is  promised  to  those  who  do  what  is  right,  and 
honestly  discharge  what  is  due.  No  man  will  rest  quiet,  while  his 
neighbours  unscrupulously  wrest  his  property  from  him.  This  carpet  is 
very  old^  the  whole  piece  is  full  of  holes. 


fiatitti  ai  maki. 

THE  THEORY  OF  ELLIPTIC  INTEGRALS,  AND  THE  PROPERTIES'  OF 
SURFACES  OF  THE  SECOND  ORDER,  APPLIED  TO  THE  INVESTIGATION 
OF     THE     MOTION     OF     A     BODY     ROUND     A     FIXED      POINT.       BY     JAMES 

BOOTH,   LL.D.,    F.R.S.,    SfC.     (Loudou  I     Gcorgc    Bell,    Fleet-street, 
Cambridge  :  John  Deighton,    Dublin :  Hodges  and  Smith,) 

Though  we  have  not  followed  the  author  through  all  the  elegant 
investigations  with  which  this  work  abounds,  we  have  seen  enough  of 
it  to  convince  us  that  it  is  a  most  meritorious  work,  full  of  original  and 
profound  researches.  Those  students  who  have  already  made  con- 
siderable advances  in  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  higher  departments 
of  mathematical  science,  will  read  Dr.  Booth's  valuable  treatise  with 
great  interest,  as  it  contains  many  new  and  deeply  interesting  discus- 
sions relative  to  elliptic  integm^  and  the  ellipsoid,  as  well  as  to  the 
theory  of  rotation  round  a  flxeajroint.  In  the  preface  the  author  states 
that  he  has  '*  attempted  a  complete  investigation  of  the  laws  of 
the  motion  of  a  rigid  body  round  a  fixed  point,  free  from  the  action  of 
accelerating  forces,  based  on  the  properties  of  surfaces  of  the  second 
order,  of  the  curves  in  which  these  surfaces  intersect,  and  on  the 
theory  of  elliptic  integrals.  The  results  which  have  been  obtained  are 
exact  and  not  approximate,  general  and  not  restricted  by  any  imposed 
hypothesis." 

''That  the  theory  of  the  rotation  of  a  rigid  body  round  a  fixed 
point  might  be  made  to  rest  on  the  properties  of  the  ellipsoid  was  long 
ago  shown  by  Legend  re,  and  more  recently  by  Poinsot,  in  his  brief  but 
elegant  tract,  the  •*  Theorie  Nouvelle  de  la  Rotation  des  Corps.  The 
ultimate  analysis,  however,  or  the  dynamical  solution  of  this  problem, 
must  be  sought  in  the  evaluation  of  those  mathematical  expressions 
known  as  elliptic  integrals.  At  this  point  writers  usually  have  aban- 
doned the  subject,  or  confined  themselves  to  the  discussion  of  particuUr 
hypotheses,  and  the  deduction  of  approximate  results," 
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The  curve  of  double  flexion,  named  the  spherical  ellipse^  has  been 
familiar  to  most  students  for  many  years  past;  but  the  spherical  para^ 
tola  and  the  logarithmic  ellipse  are  the  invention  of  Dr.  Booth.  The 
former,  like  the  spherical  ellipse,  may  be  traced  on  the  surface  of  a 
sphere,  the  latter  on  a  paraboloid  of  revolution.  These  curves  are  of 
importance,  being  the  geometrical  representatives  of  elliptic  integrals 
of  the  first  order,  and  of  the  logarithmic  form  of  the  third  order.  In 
the  rectification  of  the  spherical  parabola,  by  the  help  of  the  ordinary 
formulas,  the  author  has  obtained  some  very  curious  geometrical  results, 
which  have  hitherto  appeared  as  mere  analytical  expressions;  but  we 
can  only  refer  to  these  beautiful  geometrical  illustrations,  without  giv- 
ing even  an  extract ;  as,  without  a  diagram  and  the  necessary  explana- 
tions of  the  symbols  employed,  the  illustration  would  be  wholly  unin- 
telligible to  the.  student. 

In  the  second  section  of  the  work,  the  author  proceeds  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  rotation  of  a  rigid  body  round  a  fixed  point,  which  is 
more  immediately  the  subject  of  the  volume;  and  this,  with  the  seven 
sections,  is  entirely  devoted  to  the  development  of  the  new  and  ingenious 
researches  of  the  learned  author  on  this  most  important  and  elegant 
portion  of  dynamical  science.  We  strongly  recommend  this  valuafaje 
production  to  the  notice  of  students  in  dynamics,  on  the  ground  that 
those  partial  solutions  on  particular  hypotheses,  given  in  our  usual  text- 
books, are  derived  as  simple  conclusions  from  principles  more  widely 
general,  and  as  "  an  additional  link  connecting  the  deductions  of  pure 
thought  with  the  laws  of  matter  and  motion." 

1.  SKELETOir  THEMES,  INTENDED  TO  ASSIST  IN  TRACIIINO  AND  AC- 
QUIRING THE  ART  OF  COMPOSITION.  BT  MARGARET  TIIOKNLET, 
AUTHOR   OF    **  TRUE    END    OF    EDUCATION;     AND   THE    MEANS    ADAPTED 

TO  IT."     12mo.     Pp.292.     (Edinburgh:  T.  anrf  T.  C/arA.) 

2.  A  PRACTICAL  INTRODUCTION  TO  ENGLISH  COMPOSITION.  BY  ROBERT 
ARMSTRONG,  HEAD  MASTER,  NORMAL  INSTITUTION,  EDINBURGH.     Part  I. 

12mo.     Pp.131.     (EA\uh\xvg\ii  Sutherland  and  Knox.) 

Wb  cannot  see  much  utihty  in  the  books  professing  to  teach  the  Art 
of  Composition.  The  ''  Skeleton  Themes,"  which  are  the  means  pro- 
posed for  this  end  in  most  of  them,  can  be  of  no  service  in  Narrative 
Subjects,  for,  if  the  pupil  remember  the  story  at  all,  he  will  remember  it 
in  its  proper  connection  ;  while,  in  the  higher  kinds  of  composition,  the 
chief  aim  should  be  the  expression  of  his  own  thoughts.  Most  elementary 
teachers  are  agreed  that  one  of  the  best  exercises  in  composition  is 
afibrded  the  pupils  by  causing  them  to  write  out  the  substance  of  the 
collective  lessons ;  and  the  plan  adopted  in  some  of  our  middle  schools 
of  making  the  children  write  letters,  is  generally  found  to  be  a  good  one. 
For  advanced  pupils,  such  as  pupil-teachers  and  students  in  training 
colleges,  it  appears  to  us  that  facility  in  language  may  be  best  acquired 
by  reading  good  authors,  and  by  writing  original  essays. 

The  first  of  the  above  volumes  carries  the  *'  skeleton  themes ''  to 
greater  lengths  than  we  have  hitherto  seen.  It  not  only  contains  narra- 
tive, descriptive,  historical  and  biographical  subjects,  and  subjects  for 
the  exercise  of  imagination,  judgment  and  discrimination,  but  also  abstract 
subjects,  and  "  subjects  intended  to  develop  the  power  of  conducting  a 
process  of  reasoning.''  Most  of  the  "  skeleton  themes  "  on  these  latter 
subjects  contain  materials  for  essays  as  long  and  difficult  as  those  of  our 
popular  authors,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  **  the  form,  arrangement, 
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seDtiments^  &c.»  being  borrowed  from  any  source  which  could  be  O^e 
available."  It  is  no  easy  task,  even  for  a  well-educated  man,  to  repro- 
duce an  extended  essay  written  by  another,  with  only  the  dry  bones  of 
the  "  skeleton  "  to  assist  him ;  and  for  even  the  most  advanced  pupils  iu 
our  elementary  or  middle  schools,  it  is,  we  should  think,  quit^  out  of  th^e 
region  of  possibility. 

Mr.  Armstrong's  <*  English  Compositiou "  is,  if  possible,  still  mor^ 
objectionable.  It  consists  of  four  books,  the  first  on  the  Simple  Sentence, 
the  second  on  the  Complex  Sentence,  the  third  on  Punctuation,  and  jlhe 
fourth  on  Simple  Narrative.  In  the  first  two  books,  the  author  endea- 
vours to  teach  composition  by  a  purely  artificial  method.  He  analyses 
sentences  already  written,  and  then  requires  his  popils  to  construct  others 
upon  these  models ;  that  is  to  say,  he  looks  upon  the  mechanical  struc* 
ture  of  language  as  the  thing  which  the  child  has  to  iniitate,  and  makes 
the  construction  of  sentences  a  sort  of  manufacture,  to  b^  done  according 
to  the  rules  of  Subject^  Predicate,  Ot^cct,  and  Prepositional  Adjunct. 
Notwithstanding  thi^,  he  says,  ''  Keeping  in  view  that  the  great  end  of 
composition  is  to  cultivate  habits  of  thought  and  discrimination,  the. 
Author  has  made  it  his  aim  to  divest  the  exercises,  as  much  a^  possible, 
of  a  mechanical  character."  We  can  only  say  that  the  exercises  in  these 
two  books  include  all  that  is  generally  considered  mechanical  in  teaching 
composition,  namely,  the  construction  of  sentences  of  a  prescribed  forsa^ 
or  upon  particular  words  ;  the  variation  of  expression  and  construction  ; 
and  the  supplying  of  ellipses.  This  is  even  carried  to  a  greater  extent  ici 
Book  III.,  where  the  pupils  are  actually  required  to  construct  sentences; 
to  illustrate  punctuation.  The  exercises  on  Simple  Narrative,  in  Book 
IV.,  are  mostly  of  the  same  sort  as  those  in  Mrs.  Thornley^s  book,  and 
even  go  further  in  this  direction ;  fbr  the  pupils  are  not  only  made  to 
construct  themes  from  '^ heads,"  but  to  form  **  heads"  from  themes. 

1.  THE    ELEMENTS  OF   ENGLISH   GRAMMAR   TAUGHT    IX    ENGLISH  ;     WITH 
QUESTIOKS*      BT  THE    REV.  EDWARD    THRING,  M.A.,    FELLOW  OF  I^ING's 

COLLEGE,  CAMBRIDGE.     18mo.    Pp«   124.     (Cambridge:    Macmillan 
and  Co,) 

2.  A  SYSTEM  OF    ENGLISH  PARSING  AND  DERIVATION.      BT  JACOB  LOWRES, 

CERTIFICATED  MASTER.     18mo.     Pp.156.     (London :  Zo:|2^772an5.) 

We  expect  that  ere  long  the  same  criterion  of  the.  eflSciency  of  a  schooU 
master  will  be  adopted  in  this  country  which  is  at  present  th§  common 
one  in  Germany.  There,  the  first  inquiry  is  invariably ;  "  Has  ^ 
published  a  Grammar?"  and  no  German  schoolmaster  is  looked  upon, 
by  his  brethren  at  least,  as  fit  for  his  ofi&ce,  unless  be  has  given  thi^ 
evidence  of  his  capacity.  There  are,  accordingly,  almost  as  many 
grammars  as  there  are  schoolmasters.  Taking  the  population  of  Germany 
at  forty  millions,  and  the  schoolmasters  at  the  rate  of  one  to  every 
thousand  inhabitants*  which  is  perhaps  l^elo)^  the  average,  tQ.e  tota) 
number  of  grammars  must  be  somewhere  about  thirty  thousand* 

So  long,  however,  as  English  gramQiars  continue  to  be  published  ^ith 
an  evident  desire  to  fulfil  their  proper  object,  y^e  shall  t^e  glad  to  welcome 
them,  in  whatever  numbers  they  may  arrive,  and  to  giv^  ttiem  the  Qon^ 
sideration  due  to  their  merits. 

Each  of  the  two  little  works  before  us  differs  from  the  ordinary  run  of 
grammars  in  the  particular  directions  which  it  see|cs  to  giy^  to  the 
study. 

Mr.  Thring's  object,  as  the  title  of  his  book  indicates,  is  to  teach  the; 
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elements  of  general  grammar,  without  entering  much  into  the  peculiarities 
of  our  own  tongue.  "The  effort  has  been,"  he  says,  *' to  lay  down  the 
broad,  beaten,  every-day  path,  carefully  avoiding  digressions  into  the  by- 
ways and  eccentricities  of  language."  We  think  he  has  succeeded  in 
carrying  out  his  object ;  and,  moreover,  the  work  has  this  advantage,  that 
the  lessons  have  actually  been  given  iu  Natioxutl  schools,  and  bear  there- 
fore the  fresh  impress  of  the  teacher's  mind.  We  can  recommend  it  to 
all  who  wish  to  obtain  full  and  clear  explanations  of  the  main  points  of 
gr-ammar,  without  the  assistance  of  a  teacher,  {t  will  %lso  prove  useful 
to  teachers  in  enabling  them  to  give  similar  explanations  to  their  pupils, 
particularly  the  remarks  at  the  end  "on  learning  language/'  and  the 
appendix  *' on  mood."  The  very  e^^ceUeucy,  however,  >Yhich  adapts  it 
for  these  purposes,  makes  it  unfit  for  a  class-book  for  elementary  schools. 

We  do  not  think,  ho>yev^,  that  ^be  author  has  sufficiently  freed  his 
subject  from  |be  trammels  of  I^tin  grampsar ;  for  e^a(pple,  he  gives  the 
English  noufi  six  casea,  bolides  the  nominative  ^p4  voeaiivc  form,  add- 
ing- two  new  ca§e«  to  the  ordinary  ^ati^  on^,  namely,  an  insirumental 
9»d  a  loc(nl  Ojise.  ]>^eitUer  do  ^e  consider  that  the  new  grampnatical 
terms  which  he  employs  will  assist  much  in  the  comprehension  of  tho 
subject:  among  others,  we  observe  speech,'jQlc^usa  (predicate),  case-link 
(preposition),  faqt-mood  (^indicative). 

The  design  of  Mr.  Lowres*  work  is  to  supply  a  progressive  series  of 
les^ns  in  parking  and  construing,  fit  for  t^e  instruction  of  young  pupils. 
'*  It  14  the  opinion  of  able  writers^"  he  says,  "  that  the  grainmar  of  a 
language  can  never  he  fuUy  impressed  upon  the  memory  except  in  the  act 
of  parsing,**  With  this  we  quite  agree ;  but  we  cannot  see  of  what  use 
specimens  of  parsing  c^iU  be,  except  to  indicate  the  mere  form  of  the 
exercises ;  and  as  to  sentences  for  parsing,  it  is  always  much  better  to 
cboose  them  from  the  reading  lessons.  All  that  text- books  of  grammar 
can  do  js  to  lay  down  principles  and  rifles  ;  the  application  of  them  must 
necessarily  be  left  to  the  pupils,  under  the  guidance  of  a  living  instructor. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  most  grammars  already  trench  too  much  upon  the 
pirovince  of  the  teacher ;  btit  thi^  book  would  leave  him  reallj  no  han4 
in  the  matter  at  all.  These  exi^mples  ^nd  exercises  form,  of  course,  the 
principal  part  of  the  book.  The  remaining  parts,  however,  ^re  not  by 
apy  means  free  from  objection.  Considering  that  he  is  writing  for  *<pu* 
pils  co^imencing  English  Grammar,"  |4r.  Lowres  perhs^ps  attaches  too 
iftHcb  ii»p^tFtanqe  to^  etjmolqgy.  He  pc^  only  explains  the  meaning  of 
every  grsimmatical  te^rm  by  a  refer^ce  to  its  c^erivs^ti^n,  but  he  has 
de¥<Q|ed  nearly  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  bopk  specially  to  the  subject. 
This  b«  precedes  by  /*  A  ^bort  History  of  the  Engli;sh  Language,"  with 
this  significaiit  hint  rn  a  foot  note:  '^4^  exaipinations,  teachers  have  been 
frequently  asked  t^  give  a  short  history  ^  the  il^nglislx  language.*'  For 
y^ung  pupils,  too^  "we  tl^ink  twenty-four  clas^fs  of  advert)*  are  rather  foa 
wany.  Soi^e  oi^  these  clasjies  we  have  never  seen  recognized  as  adverbs 
befoie }  A>f  instaiice  : — 

Infei^nce  ;  as,  he^ce,  consequently,  tberef(H€<- 

Indication;  lis,  1q,  behpld* 
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1.  A  FIRST  SPELLING-BOOK.  BY  C.  W.  CONNON,  M.A.,  SCHOOLS  OF 
GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  ;  AUTHOR  OF  "  A  SYSTEM  OF  ENGLISH  GRAM- 
MAR.*'    Imo.     Pp.  72.     (Edinburgh  ;    Oliver  and  Boyd.) 

2.  LESSONS  AND  TALES  :  A  READING  BOOK  FOR  THE  USE  OF  CHILDREN. 
EDITED  BY   THE    REV.    RICHARD    DAWES,    M.A.,    DEAN     OF    HEREFORD. 

24mo.     Pp.204.     (London:  Longmans,) 

3.  READINGS  IN  SCIENCE  AND  LITERATURE.  FOR  USE  IN  SENIOR 
CLASSES.  BY  DANIEL  SCRYMGEOUR,  CIRCUS-PLACE  SCHOOL,  [EDIN- 
BURGH.    12mo.     Pp.403.     {^d\iih\xx^\ii  Sutherland  and  Knox.) 

The  most  valuable  attainment  that  can  be  gained  in  an  elementary  school 
is  the  ability  to  read.  With  the  improved  school-books  which  we  now 
possess,  oral  teaching  has  become  less  necessary,  and  reading  is  the  key 
to  much  of  the  instruction  which  the  children  receive  while  at  school ; 
besides  which,  it  is  almost  the  only  means  within  their  reach  of  continuing 
their  education  after  they  leave  school.  Reading-books  are  therefore  the 
most  important  of  all  school-books,  and  we  are  not  surprised  to  find  that 
they  are  published  in  greater  numbers  and  in  a  greater  variety  of  forms 
than  any  others. 

We  have  before  us  three  reading- books  by  difierent  compilers,  and  for 
different  stages  of  progress.  We  regret  to  say  that  we  cannot  give  our 
commendation  to  anyone  of  them. 

Mr.  Connon's  "  First  Spelling-Book "  only  differs  from  other  spelling- 
books  in  the  mode  of  writing  and  arranging  the  words.  We  had  thought 
that  teachers  were  now  pretty  generally  convinced  of  the  uselessness  o 
spelling-books  altogether.  It  is  certainly  easier,  and  much  more  interesting 
to  the  child,  to  teach  spelling  in  connection  with  the  reading-lessons,  as 
recommended  in  our  best  reading-books.  Mr.  Connon  seems  to  be  con- 
scious of  this  when  he  says,  ''  By  occasionally  throwing  the  words  into 
short  sentences,  such  as  a  child  can  understand,  or  requiring  the  pupil  to 
do  so  for  himself,  his  interest  in  the  lesson  will  be  quickened,  and  the  *  road 
to  learning '  be  rendered  smooth/'  We  quite  agree  with  him  that  dryness 
is  a  quality  from  which  it  is  perhaps  impossible  altogether  to  free  spelling- 
books,  in  spite  of  attempts  to  relieve  it  by  particular  modes  of  arrangement. 
The  best  way  is  to  get  rid  of  them  and  the  difficulty  at  the  same  time. 

We  think  Mr.  Dawes's  '*  Lessons  and  Tales"  one  of  the  dryest  reading- 
books  we  have  seen.  The  ''  Lessons  "  are  all  such  as  ought  to  be  given 
orally,  to  be  of  any  interest  or  value  to  children  ;  and  the  writer  himself 
is  so  far  aware  of  this,  that  he  has  written  nearlv  all  of  them  in  the  form  of 
conversations,  which  gives  them  an  unnatural  character.  The  ''Tales" 
are  taken  from  common  every-day  life  in  a  rural  district,  and  the  incidents 
are  either  common-place,  or  else  they  are  forced.  Whenever  a  child  does 
wrong,  he  is  punished  by  accidents  that  have  no  connection  with  the 
offence ;  and  whenever  he  does  right,  he  is  rewarded  in  a  corresponding 
way.  This  may  be  calculated  to  restrain  children  from  doing  wrong,  but 
it  is  unintentionally  laying  the  foundation  in  them  of  an  error  which  the 
Saviour  has  specially  warned  us  against.  There  is  also  too  little  poetry  in 
the  book.  Considering  how  fond  children  are  of  poetry,  half  a  dozen 
pieces  are  certainly  too  few  in  a  reading-book  of  200  pages. 

Mr.  Scrymgeour's  " Readings  in  Science  and  Literature"  has  the  com- 
mon fault  of  reading-books  in  a  more  than  ordinary  degree:  it  contains 
too  large  a  proportion  of  natural  science  and  history.  Nearly  150  pages 
are  occupied  with  the  readings  in  Natural  Science,  and  about  seventy 
pages  with  a  Synopsis  of  General  History.     It  appears  to  us  that  natural 
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science  and  history  may  be  much  better  taught  in  separate  lessons  devoted 
to  the  purpose ;  and  we  have  now  plenty  of  text-books  on  every  depart- 
ment of  these  subjects,  to  enable  us  to  do  so  with  facility.  The  object  of 
the  reading  lesson  is  not  so  much  the  communication  of  knowledge  as  the 
cultivation  of  the  imagination  and  the  feeUngs  by  means  of  tales  and 
biography,  and  descriptive  writing;  and  a  large  portion  of  any  good 
reading-book  should  accordingly  consist  of  narrative  and  descriptive 
poetry.  In  all  these  respects,  this  compilation  is  deficient.  The  descrip- 
tive prose  does  not  occupy  more  than  forty  pages,  and  the  biography  not 
more  than  a  dozen  ;  of  poetry  of  any  kind  there  are  only  twenty  pages, 
and  these  are  placed  at  the  end  of  the  book  as  a  sort  of  supplement, 
instead  of  being  dispersed  among  the  prose  readings,  Mr.  Scrymgeour 
acknowledges  that  in  modern  selections  the  elegant  literature  of  the  old 
elocution  book  has  in  a  great  measure  disappeared,  and  that  the  useful  has 
in  some  degree  superseded  the  beautiful ;  and  his  object  has  been  to  infuse 
into  what  he  terms  '*  the  knowledge  department  "  of  our  present  reading- 
books  a  more  literary  character.  But  we  are  of  opinion  that  we  might 
with  advantage  go  much  further  in  our  return  to  the  old  "  collections  *'  and 
"  beauties."  In  rejecting  their  errors,  we  have  at  the  same  time  rejected 
their  excellences.  We  still  think  that  elocution  should  be  one  of  the 
chief  aims  of  such  books.  There  are  appended  to  this  reading-book  the 
ordinary  lists  of  prefixes  and  affixes,  and  Latin  and  Greek  vocabularies, 
preceded  by  an  essay  on  English  etymology. 

GEOGRAPHY  FOR  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS.  BY  EDWARD  HUGHES,  F.R.6.S«, 
HEAD  MASTER  OF  THE  ROYAL  NAVAL  LOWER  SCHOOL,  GREENWICH 
HOSPITAL  ;    AUTHOR   OF   **  OUTLINES    OF    PHYSICAL    GEOGRAPHY,"    &C.. 

&c.     First  Course.     18mo.  Pp.198.     (London:  Longmans.) 

In  a  recent  notice  we  remarked  that  one  of  the  surest  tests  of  merit  in  a 
school-book  is  the  arrangement  of  the  subject.  The  work  before  us  con- 
sists of  three  parts; — L  Preparatory  Lessons.  2.  Physical  Geography. 
3.  Description  of  Countries.  We  cannot  altogether  approve  of  this  arrange- 
ment. We  do  not  consider  it  a  good  plan,  in  commencin^i^  to  teach 
children  geography,  to  give  them  a  course  of  lessons  (however  superficial) 
upon  the  physical  geography  of  the  whole  world,  before  going  to  the 
description  of  particular  countries.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  teach  general  physical  geography  without  referring  to  the  political 
divisions  of  the  earth's  surface.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Hughes,  in  describing 
the  distribution  of  animals,  for  instance,  is  obliged  to  mention  the  names 
of  various  countries  of  whose  situation  the  children  are  necessarily  ignorant. 
Again,  the  principles  of  natural  science  which  are  concerned  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  phenomena  of  physical  geography,  cannot  be  brought  down 
to  the  comprehension  of  young  children  ;  nor  is  it  at  all  desirable  that  they 
should,  for  nothing  is  more  ridiculous  than  to  hear  them  babbling  about 
science.  It  is  quite  sufficient,  if  they  are  taught  those  facts  of  descriptive 
geography  which  require  no  explanation  of  natural  laws ;  generally  phy- 
sical geography  may  very  well  be  deferred  until  they  are  better  able  to 
follow  simple  reasoning  processes.  Mr.  Hughes  has  certainly  simplified 
the  subject  very  much  by  omitting  the  explanation  of  the  phenomena  in 
many  cases;  but  there  is  still  more  of  such  explanation  than  a  child  will 
be  able  to  understand.     We  may  instance  the  following  : — 

**  In  the  Torrid  Zone,  which  is  the  hottest  part  of  the  earth,  the  air  is  most 
heated  and  rises  continually;  while  the  colder  air  rushes  in  from  the  north  and 
south  to  take  its  place.    At  first  these  winds  are  north-east  and  south-east,  i*- 
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conseqaence  of  the  motion  of  the  earth ;  but  in  coming  near  the  eqaator  they  at 
last  become  easterly  winds.  They  blow  at  all  seasons  in  the  Tonid  Zon»,  and 
are  called  IVade  Winds." 

Another  point  on  which  we  have  to  remark  is,  that  the  book  seeks  too 
much  to  supersede  the  teacher^  at  least  in  the  first  two  divisions,  by  over- 
simplification. The  imperfect  state  of  schoolmasters'  qualifications  has,  we 
admit,  rendered  it  necessary  of  )ate  for  the  authors  of  school-books  to  com- 
municate instruction  directly  to  the  pupil,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
master.  But,  surely,  this  is  not  to  last  for  evet :  schoolmasters  have  not 
been  standing  still  all  this  while.  The  entire  aspect  of  elementary  educa- 
tion has,  in  fact,  been  very  rapidly  changing;  and  those  who  write  school- 
books  ought  to  be  the  first  to  recognize  such  changes,  because,  if  their 
books  are  to  be  of  any  value,  they  must  be  adapted  to  the  wants  of  schools 
at  the  time  at  which  they  are  written.  Instead  of  attending  to  this  very 
obvious  fact,  the  writers  of  school-books  seem  of  late  years  to  have  gone 
on  grinding  down  their  expositions  finer  and  finer,  as  schoolmasters'  attain- 
ments have  risen  higher  and  higher ;  until  at  last,  when  mOst  schoolmasters 
are  able  to  dispense  with  small  text^books  altogether,  and  to  impart  the 
instruction  orally,  these  books  are  actually  assuming  the  form  of  detailed 
lessons,  and  the  very  existence  of  the  teacher  is  ignored,  'fhe  work  before 
us  carries  this  to  greater  lengths  than  we  have  previously  observed. 
Surely  our  schoolmasters  do  not  need  such  ''  preparatory  lessons"  as  these, 
and  they  cannot  be  intended  for  the  pupils. 

**  Geof^raphy  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  and  useful  study,  since  a  knowledge 
of  it  enables  us,  when  we  hear  of  distant  countries,  to  tell  where  they  are  situ- 
ated,— what  mountains,  rivers,  and  lakes  are  in  them, — whether  they  are  near  to 
or  far  from  the  sea, — whether  such  countries  are  hot  or  cold, — ^What  trees  and 
plants  grow  in  them, — what  the  productions  of  these  countnes  are, — what  kind 
of  people  the  inhabitants  are,  how  they  are  occupied  and  governed,  of  what 
religion  they  are,  what  are  their  habits  and  customs,  and  where  the  towns  or 
cities  in  which  they  dwell  are  situated. 

"  This  knowledge  is  very  important,  because  it  opens  and  enlarges  our  minds, 
and  gives  all  persons  who  possess  it  a  great  advantage  over  those  who  do  not ; 
and  it  is  of  such  importance  in  history,  that  without  it  nothing  can  be  understood 
with  clearness  or  satisfaction. 

**  On  commencing  this  study  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  first  understand 
what  is  meant  by  a  picture,  and  a  plan  or  map.  On  the  next  page  there  is  a 
picture  of  one  of  our  class-rooms,  it  is  drawn  as  if  a  side  and  portions  of  the 
ends  of  it  were  taken  away.'' 

And  on  the  next  page,  accordingly,  we  have  both  2i  picture  and  Siplan 
or  map  of  the  room.  After  this  the  remarks  are  extended  to  the  district 
in  which  the  children  live.  In  fact,  this  introduction  is  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  the  actual  development,  in  a  written  lesson,of  Professor  Sullivan's 
plan  of  giving  a  Jirst  lesson  on  geography.  (Fide  "  Geography  Gene- 
ralized." **  Method  of  Teaching  Geography.") 

The  same  style  pervades  the  **  Physical  Geography.*' 

We  are  happy  to  say,  however,  that  the  **  Description  of  Countries"  is 
entirely  free  from  such  excessive  simplification  ;  indeed  the  subject  affords 
little  scope  for  it.  To  this,  the  main  portion  of  the  work,  we  can  give  our 
unqualified  approbation.  Tiie  first  two  parts  we  would  rather  see  omitted, 
or,  at  any  rate,  only  so  much  of  them  retained  as  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  give  children  some  idea  of  the  figure  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  divi- 
sions of  its  surface.  All  they  require  to  know  ftbout  physical  geography 
they  will  learn  from  this  third  part. 
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Contiptntstnct. 

ON  TEACHING  SUBTRACTION. 

Sir, — ^The  following  letter  has  lately  appeared  in  the  National  Society's 
Monthly  Paper,  recommending  a  mode  of  working  su  ms  in  sobtractioD, 
which  I  think  shouU  be  carefully  excluded  from  schools. 

All  Saints'  National  School,  Southampton,  October  6th,  1851.  '^^^ 
Sir, — All  practical  schoolmasters  must  be  aware  that  there  exists  extreme 
difficulty  in   teaching  young  children  to  work  a  sum  in   simple  subtraction 
correctly,  when  the  figures  of  the  lower  line  are  greater  in  value  than  the  cor- 
responding figures  in  the  upper.    Take  for  example  876—487,  generally  written 

876 
487 

389 
The  difficulty  to  the  childi  and  the  cause  of  innumerable  mistakes,  is  not  so  much 
the  borrowing  ten  and  adding  the  six,  as  taking  the  seven  from  sixteen.  To 
obviate  this  difficulty  I  would  propose  the  follonidng  easy  method.  Add  to  the 
seven  a  ilmmber  which  will  make  it  ten,  add  this  number  to  the  six  or  upper 
figure,  put  down  the  result  nine,  and  carry  one.  Proceed  in  the  like  manner 
whenever  the  lower  number  is  of  greater  value  than  the  upper.  The  reason  for 
carrying  one  may  be  explained  when  the  child  is  further  advanced.  The  sim- 
plicity of  this  method  is  apparent  when  you  consider  that  the  child  has  in  no 
instance  to  (grapple  with  a  number  greater  than  ten :  and  he  (generally)  has  ten 
fingers  to  ensure  a  correct  result.  I  have  been  teaching  this  method  in  my 
school  for  some  time,  and  can  answer  for  its  utility.  If  you  should  think  it 
worthy  of  a  place  in  your  valuable  Paper,  I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  insert  it. 
—I  am,  &c. 

H.  M.  M.  Hakford. 

In  the  first  place,  as  a  **  practical  schoolmaster,"  I  cannot  say  that 
I  ever  found  that  "extreme  difficulty'*  to  exist  of  which  Mr.  Hanford 
ispeaks.  If  the  child  has  learnt  addition  thoroughly  he  will  soon  mas- 
ter the  subtraction  of  any  numbers  below  twenty,  which  is  all  that  he 
i'equires  to  do  mentally  in  working  subtraction  sums.  Besides,  his  fingers 
are  of  just  as  much  use  to  him  here  as  in  Mr.  Handford's  plan,  for  the  dif- 
ference of  the  two  numbers,  of  course,  cannot  exceed  nine. 

But  even  supposing  the  method  proposed  to  be  easier  than  the  ordinary 
One,  it  ouglrt  not  to  be  taught  to  children,  because  it  is  an  artificial  and 
Tiot  a  natural  one.  The  child  is  told  that  he  is  now  to  subtract  one  number 
from  another,  and  yet  he  is  to  do  it  by  adding  to  the  very  number  from 
which  he  ought  to  subtract.  It  is,  no  doubt,  the  same  thing  whether  seven 
t^e  directly  subtracted  from  sixteen,  or  whether  it  be  only  subtracted  from 
the  ten  in  the  sixteen,  and  the  difference  added  to  the  six  ;  but  I  feel  per- 
suaded that  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  make  young  children  under- 
Btand  H:hTs.  They  could  not,  obviously,  be  made  to  understand  it,  to  see 
the  reason  for  following  the  artificial,  in  preference  to  the  natural,  method, 
xnitil  ihey  Md  been  taught  the  latter.  But  Mr.  Hanford  has  a  very  sim-ple 
plan  for  getting  over  this  difficulty.  He  says,  **The  reason  for  csfrry^ing 
one  may  t)e  explained  when  the  child  is  further  advanced ;"  that  h  to  say, 
the  child  is  to  be  taught  the  "  method  "  without  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  master  to  show  litrn  the  reason  for  it  at  the  very  time  when  it  would 
be  of  most  service  to  him.  This  would  be  to  return  to  the  old  rote  system 
ofte^chrhg  arithmetic,  which  we  thought  had  by  this  time  been  generally 
laid  itiide.     If  it  is  possible  to  teach  any  part  of  arithmetic  to  yo»' 
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children  on  rational  or  common-sense  principles,  it  must  certainly  be  so  in 
regard  to  the  fundamental  rules  ;  and  I  am  not  aware  that  schoolmasters 
have  much  difficulty  in  rendering  the  reason  for  carrying  in  subtraction, 
upon  the  old  plan,  intelligible  even  to  the  youngest.  It  is  only  when 
taught  in  this  manner,  that  arithmetic  is  of  any  utility  to  the  pupils  as  a 
mental  discipline :  it  is  otherwise  one  of  the  merest  mechanical  exercises. 
I  trust,  Sir^  that  the  significance  of  the  appellation,  '*  Geometry  of  the 
Poor,"  may  never  for  a  moment  be  lost  sight  of  by  schoolmasters  in  teaching 
arithmetic. — I  have,  &c. 

A  Schoolmaster. 


A  FEW  ABSURDITIES  IN  ENGLISH  GRAMMAR. 

Sir, — ^I  am  one  of  the  masters  in  a  training  college,  and  I  plead  guilty 
to  a  selfish  motive  in  addressing  you  on  the  subject  of  my  letter. 

In  teaching  English  Grammar,  I  have  continually  to  encounter  erroneous 
views  which,  I  6nd,  our  young  men  have  acquired  either  from  text-books 
or  from  their  former  instructors.  In  fact,  I  believe  that  nearly  one-half 
of  the  time  devoted  to  the  grammar  lessons  is  taken  up  in  the  correction 
of  these  errors,  at  least  for  the  first  few  months  after  the  arrival  of  every 
fresh  batch  of  students.  This  is  not  only  the  most  disagreeable,  but  the 
most  difficult  part  of  my  work,  for  most  teachers  know  how  much  argu- 
ment and  disputation  it  requires  to  convince  a  young  student  that  views 
which  he  has  long  been  accustomed  to  regard  as  correct,  and  which 
he  has  perhaps  repeatedly  taught  to  others,  are  after  all  erroneous,  and 
inust  be  swept  away  like  so  much  rubbish.  It  is,  of  course,  unpleasant 
also  to  these  young  men,  to  be  forced  to  quit  their  hold  of  cherished 
notions,  and  one  can,  therefore,  understand  their  being  deaf  to  con- 
viction. 

Considering  the  multiplicity  of  **  English  Grammars''  which  we  now 
possess,  and  the  transition  state  through  which  the  elementary  teachers  of 
this  country  are  passing,  it  is  perhaps  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  some 
differences  of  opinion  should  exist  in  regard  to  certain  parts  of  the  sub- 
ject :  it  will  not  be  till  we  have  some  one  really  good  text-book  which 
shall  receive  the  suffrages  of  the  whole  profession,  that  we  may  hope  to 
see  these  differences  entirely  disappear.  In  the  mean  time.  Sir,  you  would 
be  conferring  a  benefit  on  teachers  in  a  position  similar  to  my  own,  if  you 
would  allow  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  journal,  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  a  few  of  the  most  palpable  absurdities  with  which  we  have  to 
contend. 

i.  The  word  what  is  regarded  as  a  compound  relative  pronoun,  com- 
prehending both  antecedent  and  relative,  and  resolvable  into  that  which  ; 
thus,  in  the  sentence  *'  I  know  what  you  mean/'  what  would  be  parsed  as 
follows  : — Whatf  a  compound  relative  pronoun,  equivalent  to  that  which. 
That,  a  demonstrative  pronoun,  singular,  neuter,  objective,  governed  by 
hnow.  Whichy  a  relative  pronoun,  singular,  neuter,  objective,  governed 
by  mean. 

It  is  true  that  this  sufficiently  explains  the  sense  of  such  passages ;  but, 
Sir,  I  ask  you  whether  parsing  means  defining  the  words  which  actually 
occur,  or  other  words  which  may  be  substituted  instead  of  them?  If  we 
are  to  parse  the  words  that  which  when  we  come  to  what,  why  not  leave 
the  pronouns  similarly  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  parse  the  nouns  to 
which  they  refer;  or,  instead  of  parsing  the  word  generally,  when  we 
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tacetwith  it,  why  hot  resolve  it  into  in  general?  Whdt  you  mean  is 
equivalent  to  your  meaning,  and  this  immediately  fi^iVes  us  a  clue  to  the 
government  of  the  verb  know.  To  this  extent  substitutions  are  sometimes 
very  useful  in  parsing;  but  because  the  phrales  are  equivalent,  or  nearly 
so,  that  is  no  reason  why  they  should  be  inte:rchaflg;ed  ^t  the  pleasure  or 
convenience  of  the  grammarian.  The  proper  way  of  [)arsing  tukat  \t\  the 
above  sentence  seems  to  be  as  a  relative  pronc'iun  in  the  objective,  governed 
by  mean^  and  to  consider  the  phrase  what  you  fneah  as  the  object  of 
know.  This  construction  leaves  the  peculiar  function  bf  the  Word  undis- 
turbed, bnd  therefore  corresporids  mofci  exactly  with  the  Idea  hi  tended  to 
be  conveyed. 

2.  The  possessive  forms  o\  the  persoQal  pronbuns  are  parsed  as  adjec- 
tives; ttids,  in  the  sentence,  I  gave  John  his  book,  his  would  be  called  an 
andjective,  or  a  possessive  adjective,  qualifying  book.  Now,  what  could  be 
more  obvious  than  that,  in  this  ca^e,  his  dbes  not  show  any  quality  in  the 
boo)i\  but  refers  it  to  a  person  ?  It  is  of  no  use  telling  our  friends  that  we 
might  substitute  Johns  for  his,  and  that  therefore  his  is  as  tnuch  a  pro- 
noun a^s  John*8  would  be  a  noun,  for  we  are  aware  that  many  of  them, 
following*  old  Hr.  Wallis,  go  so  far  as  to  consider  the  possessive  case  of  a 
noun  to  ba  a  species  of  adjective.  The  best  thing  that  we  cati  do,  perhaps, 
is  to  point  oiit  to  them  ibat  my,  our,  ihy,  your,  his,  hers,  its,  and  Iheir, 
are  not  independent  forms,  but  inflections  of  other  words  which  they 
already  recognize  as  pronouns.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  anything  more 
preposterous  than  that,  in  such  a  case  as  his  black  beard,  the  sturdy  owner 
should  be  considered  as  a  quality  of  the  beard,  instead  of  the  board's  de- 
riving its  importance  from  its  relation  to  him  !  But  oiir  friends  do  not 
seem  to  Ue  very  clear  in  their  notion  about  the  adjectival  character  of  the 
possessive  pronouns,  for  they  are  not  all  agreed  as  to  whether  these  wordsi 
should  be  called  **  Possessive  Adjective  Pronouns,"  or  **  Possessive  Ad- 
jectives." For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  see  that  they  have  this  character- 
at  all,,  and  I  do  not  agree  with  Hazlitt,  wheii  he  says  that  the  possess! vet 
case  **  should  rather  be  called.the  adjective  case,  for  in  fact  it  has  thet 
force  of  an  adjective,  as  mans  nature  and  human  nature  mean  the  samer- 
tldng."  Man*s  nature  and  human  nature  do  not  meail  the  same  thing  :. 
human  nature  means  the  nature  of  the  whole  species  considered  collec- 
tively, while  mans  nature  means  the  nature  of  the  whole  species  as  exhi- 
bited in  its  individual  members.  The  application  of  these  phrases  differs^ 
accordingly;  thus,  we  say,  ^'  Human  nature  is  far  gone  from  the  divine, "^ 
but  **  Man's  nature  is  far  gone  from  that  of  his  Maker."  Those,  however, 
who  maintain  that  the  possessive  pronouns  are  adjectives,  cannot  with  any 
consistency  refuse  to  regard  the  possessive  case  of  nouns  in  the  same 
light.  ,  .  . 

3.  In  such  sentences  as  the  board  is  black,  the  adjective  is  parsed  as 
qualifying  a  noun  understood  ;  in  this  instance  black  would  be  said  to 
qualify  board  understood,  and  the  sentence  woukl  be  taken  to  mean,  the 
board  is  a  black  board.  Thus,  for  the  sake  of  conforming  to  a  gram- 
matical iu\e,  one  of  the  most  common  forms  of  expression  in  bur  language, 
and  in  fact  in  any  language,  is  set  down  as  incomplete  or  elliptical.  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  change  the  words  of  the  definition  of  an  adjective,  so 
as  to  niake  it  include  these  cases,  instead  of  changing  the  sentences  to  suit 
the  definition  ?  The  adjective,  when  thus  employed,  is  simply  a  part  of 
the  predicate,  and  denotes  a  quality  attributed  or  referred  to  the  noun 
already  in  the  sentence.  It  should  be  parsed,  therefore,  as  referring  to, 
not  as  qualifying,  the  noun  ;  and  then  there  would  be  no  necessity  for 
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supplying  words  which  certtainly  none  of  us  understand  in  making  such 
assertions.  It  must  be  evident  to  everybody  who  has  any  knowledge  of 
grammar,  that  the  use  of  the  adjective  is  not  the  same  in  the  two  in- 
stances :  the  board  is  hlach,  and  a  black  board. 

4.  This  and  that  are  often  called  demonstrative  adjective  pronouns  in 
such  phrases  as  this  horse,  that  dog.  Here  they  are  simply  adjectives, 
pointing  out  horse  and  dog  respectively ;  they  may  be  called  demonstra- 
tive by  those  who  choose  to  make  a  separate  class  of  these  two  words. 
Their  use  in  the  above  pbra&es  is  very  different  from  that  in  the  following : 
this  is  my  horse,  that  is  your  dog.  In  this  case,  they  are  really  pronouns, 
meaning  this  horse,  that  dog.  When  thus  employed,  they  are  properly 
called  demonstrative  pronouns.  As  to  the  designation,  demonstrative 
adjective  pronouns,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  it  should  be  applied  to  this 
and  that  in  both  these  cases,  considering  its  extreme  vagueness.  Theso 
two  words,  or  rather  corresponding  ones,  occur  in  other  languages  besides 
our  own,  in  the  same  twofold  capacity,  and  their  usage  as  pronouns  has 
probably  resulted  from  the  omission  of  the  nouns  to  which  they  have  been 
prefixed  as  adjectives.  But,  however  this  may  be,  they  have  now  become 
real  pronouns,  and  the  phrases  in  which  they  are  used  must  not  be  looked 
upon  as  elliptical.  It  would  be  difficult  to  supply  a  noun  after  them  in 
such  sentences  as  This  is  what  I  have  to  do.  That  is  what  I  mean. 

5.  An  error  of  less  frequent  occurrence  than  these  is  that  of  makingone 
verb  govern  another  in  the  infinitive,  where  there  is  really  no  government 
at  all;  for  instance,  in  the  sentence,  "He  told  the  servant  to  take  the 
letter,"  to  take  would  be  said*  to  be  governed  in  the  infinitive  by  told. 
What  is  meant  by  one  verb's  governing  another  in  the  infinitive  is,  that 
the  verb  preceding  the  infinitive  requires  the  omission  of  the  preposition 
to,  which  ordinarily  supplies  the  connection  or  government  between  the 
two  verbs ;  thus,  if  we  say  "  He  bade  the  servant  take  the  letter," 
take  is  governed  in  the  infinitive  by  bade.  It  is,  perhaps,  to  be  regretted 
that  it  has  become  common  to  look  upon  to  as  the  sign  of  the  infinitive, 
instead  of  continuing  it  in  its  original  capacity  of  a  preposition  ;  if  it  were 
not  for  this  such  a  mistake  could  never  have  arisen.  The  French  would 
have  as  many  signs  of  the  infinitive  as  they  have  prepositions,  if  they  were 
to  adopt  our  plan  in  this  respect.  With  them,  however,  the  termination  is 
the  sign  of  the  infinitive.  We  have  no  such  indication,  and  hence  the 
necessity  for  our  present  course,  which  is  the  more  natural,  as  to  is  the 
only  preposition  which  is  used  before  the  infinitive  of  English  verbs. 

Before  I  conclude,  allow  me  to  observe  that  I  think  the  young  men  in 
our  training  colleges  do  not  sufficiently  value  the  importance  of  English 
Grammar.  I  am  afraid  that,  generally,  they  are  too  much  disposed  to 
pay  attention  to  what  are  called  **  higher  subjects,"  and  to  neglect  those 
which  have  a  more  immediate  bearing  upon  their  future  duties  as  elemen- 
tary teachers.  Tota  Tau. 


COMPOSITION  OF  A  LESSON  ON  GEOGRAPHY. 

Sir, — Having  something  to  do  with  pupil-teachers,  I  drew  up  the  accom- 
panying analysis  as  a  help  towards  the  composition  of  notes  of  a  lesson  on 
geography.  It  might  be  so  arranged  as  to  show  at  once  which  of  the  sec- 
tions belong  exclusively  to  a  country,  province,  or  county.  The  idea  is 
that,  by  such  an  analysis,  the  teacher  shall  always  have  in  his  mind,  and 
in  a  certain  order,  the  points  to  be  brought  forward  when  conveying  sys- 
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tematic  instruction.     If  any  of  your  correspondents  can  improve  upon  the 
plan^  or  offer  suggestions,  I,  for  one,  shall  be  obliged. 


1.  Name. — Ancient. 

Heathen. 

Biblical. 

Modern. 

2.  Situation, — In  the  world. 

In    the  ith  or  Jth 
division  of  ditto 
(Boundaries). 
As  regards  place  where 
lesson  is  given. 

3.  Dimensions,  —  Length     and 

breadth. 
Area. 
Comparative. 

4.  Population, — ^Agricultural. 

Manufacturing. 
Compared    with 
area. 

5.  Climate- — 

6.  Surface,  —  General    aspect — 

physical  appear- 
ance. 
Peculiarities. 

7.  Dmsions.— Political. 

Geographical. 
Ecclesiastical. 
Judicial. 

8.  Mountains 

or  Hills. — Volcanic  or 
otherwise. 

9.  Rivers,  Lakes,  Canals, — 

10.  Capes,  Gulfs,  Bays,  Islands, 

11.  Chief  Places. — Capital. 

Noted  for  particular  manu- 
factures, works  of  art,  pro- 
ductions of  nature,  medicinal 

waters. 


Remarkable  as  native  place  of 
any  great  men  or  women. 

Scene  of  any  particular  inven- 
tion, battle,  treaty. 

Ports :  naval,  commercial. 

12.  Productions,  —  Natural  — 
animal,  vegetable,  ipineral. 
Artificial. 

13.  Commerce, — Exports. 

Imports. 

14.  Natural  History. -^ 

Botany. 

Geology. 

Ornithology. 

Icthyology. 

Entomology. 

Concbology. 

15.  Religion. — 

16.  Education.— 

17.  GotT«m7W€»^— Form. 

Titles  of  of- 
ficials. 
Changes. 

18.  Dependencies  or  Colonial 
Possessions. — 

19.  Peculiar  Privileges. — 

Province^ 
Town. 

20.  People. — Origin. 

Character  —  ge- 
neral, peculiar. 

Habits. 

Language  —  dia- 
lect. 

Literature. 

Customs. 

Proverbs. 


E.  J.  B. 
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Sift, — The  recollection  of  dates  is  generally  considered  so  difEcult,  and 
80  uninviting  a  task,  that  I  ventured  to  send  you  a  few  hints  by  which 
the  difficulty  may  be  in  a  measure  overcome.  I  propose  to  show  how 
the  principal  events  in  the  Old  Testament  may  be  got  in  one  lesson, 
without  taxing  the  memory  very  greatly.  The  principle  of  the  plan  is 
to  take  advantage  of  some  quaintness  or  peculiarity  in  the  numbers 
concerned,  or  of  some  well-known  connexion  among  them,  and  thereby 
to  tie  them,  as  it  were,  together.    Let  the  following  dates  be  taken  : — 


92  CORREftPOKDEirCE. 

B.  C  B.  C, 

4004,  Creation  1055,  David 

2348,  Deluge  1015,  Solomon 

1921,  Call  of  Abraham  1004,  Temple 

1491,  Exodus  753,    Isaiah  (Rome) 
1451,  Arrival  in  Canaan 
1095,  Saul 


536,  Return  of  the  Two  Tribes 
430,  Malachi 


The  first  date  (4004)  is  the  same  both  ways ;  repeated  once  or  twice, 
it  is  not  easily  forgotten. 

For  the  Deluge,  say  **Two,  three,  four,  five;  two,  three,  four,  five," 
(which  numbers  are  practically  near  enough,  and  after  a  time  the  last 
is  easily  corrected),  and  you  have  made  this  your  own. 

Abraham's  Call  is  nineteen,  twenty-one. 

The  Exodus  took  place,  as  we  are  told  in  the  Old  Testament 
(Exod.  xii.,  41,)  and  in  the  New  (Galat.  iii.,  17),  430  years  after  the 
Call;  this  leaves  1491. 

The  Journey  of  the  Israelites  occupied  40  years ;  this  gives  us  1451 
for  the  entrance  into  the  Promised  Land  and  the  death  of  Moses.  It 
may  be  well  here  to  mention  that  the  life  of  Moses  divides  itself  into 
three  periods  of  40  years.  The  first  he  spent  at  court  in  Egypt;  the 
second  as  a  shepherd;  and  during  the  third  he  was  leading  God*s 
chosen  people  through  the  wilderness. 

The  consecration  of  the  Temple  took  place  exactly  3000  years  after 
the  Creation — a  circumstance  which  sufficiently  marks  this  date.  The 
attention  once  called  to  it,  no  one  could  possibly  forget  it» 

Solomon  was  eleven  years  building  the  Temple ;  hence  we  see  **  the 
Wisest  of  Kings"  succeeded  his  father  in  1015.  Saul  and  David  each 
reigned  severally  forty  years  (Acts  xiii.,  21)  ;  from  which  we  get,  by 
addition,  the  times  when  the  "first"  king  and  **  the  man  after  God's 
own  heart  "  began  their  reigns. 

The  three  odd  numbers  from  seven  (7,  5,  3,)  give  a  date  for  Isaiah, 
which  is  also  the  date  of  the  building  of  Rome ;  and  the  second  year 
in  the  Peloponnesian  War  (both  of  these  dates  are  well  known  to  all 
readers  of  ancient  history)  gives  a  date  for  Malachi,  "the  last  of  the 
prophets.'^  In  addition,  we  may  call  to  mind  that  this  number  (.430) 
is  also  the  same  as  the  years  between  Abraham  and  the  Exodus. 

About  a  hundred  years  before  this  (536)  is  the  return  of  the  two 
tribes,  and  the  climax  of  Cyrus's  victories.  Their  stay  at  Babylon  was 
the  well-known  period  of  70  years ;  this  added  gives  606  as  the  time 
of  the  carrying  away  to  Babylon. 

With  respect  to  the  other  great  event  in  Jewish  history — the  removal 
of  the  Ten  Tribes  in  722 — I  have  no  certain  mode  of  connecting  it 
with  these.  Still,  if  we  remember  that  it  took  place  towards  the  end 
of  Isaiah's  life,  and  something  more  than  a  century  before  the  removal 
of  the  Two  Tribes,  we  shall  not  be  far  wrong. 

I  believe  that  the  system  might  be  extended  much  further,  and  applied 
to  other  dates,  and  even  to  profane  history. 

For  the  spirit  of  the  plan,  if  not  for  the  exact  lesson,  I  am  indebted 
to  one  of  the  most  successful  schoolmasters  that  England  has  produced, 
who  did  not  hesitate  to  apply  the  large  powers  he  possessed  to  the  task 
of  rendering  Chronology  more  interesting  and  more  attainable  to  the 
general  student.  A  Tutoi^. 


33 


VALUE  OF  A  KNOWLEDGE  OF  ARITHMETIC. 

Sir, — I  have  noticed  with  satisfaction  the  attempts  that  you  have  made 
to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  your  readers  the  value  of  a  knowledge  of 
arithmetic.  Your  own  testimony  and  that  of  Professor  Wbewell  may 
seem  to  be  overdrawn,  inasmuch  as  it  is  only  the  testimony  of  professional 
witnesses.  To  strengthen  your  position,  I  send  you  the  evidence  of  a  man 
of  the  world,  of  great  experience  and  observation.  It  is  an  extract  from  Mr* 
Samuel  Warren's  **  Lectures  to  Attorneys ;  "  which,  though  professional 
in  its  object^  contains  much  matter  that  is  applicable  to  people  of  all 
classes :  — 

"Thenext  point  to  which  I  invite  attention,  in  training  the  young  attorney 
and  solicitor,  is  one  which  I  feel  to  be  of  the  utmost  practical  importance ;  one 
ia  respect  of  which  attention  or  negligence  wiU  be  followed  by  beneficial,  or 
vexatious  and  mischievous  results,  throughout  his  career.  I  mean  a  thorough 
and  ready  knowledge  of  arithmetic  and  book-keeping,  in  a  word,  of  accounts. 
At  least  three  fourths  of  his  practice  involve  the  necessity  of  this  knowledge. 
Look^  for  instance,  at  the  business  in  the  offices  in  which  almost  all  of  you  may 
have  been  engaged  this  very  day ;  how  much  of  it  was  unconnected,  in  some  way 
or  other,  with  disputed  accounts  between  customers  and  ereditors,  bankers,  mer- 
chants, and  tradesmen  in  this  great  commercial  community  ?  Why,  figures  are 
the  weapons  with  which  fraud  and  honesty  are  here  hourly  encounterinff  each 
other ;  and  dull,  confused,  inexpert  honestv  is  constantlv  tripped  up  and  van* 
auished  by  sharp,  skilful  and  practised  fraud ;  which,  in  its  turn,  is  onen  si^aUy 
discomfited  by  an  acute  and  experienced  master  of  figures,  well  versed  in  un- 
ravelling their  fallacies  and  sophistries.  It  was  once  said  by  a  great  parliamentary 
financier,  that  anybody  understanding  figures  could  make  them  say  and  prove 
what  he  pleased  !  You  will  be  incessantly  called  upon  to  protect  your  client 
from  such  jufi^gling  and  chicaneries,  which  you  ought  to  be  able  to  deal  with 
promptly.  Never  let  him  go  to  an  accountant  to  unravel  accounts  which  seem, 
and  perhaps  only  seem,  beyond  your  own  reach,  except  under  special  circum- 
stances, and  in  pressing  emerj^^encies.  Why  should  you  ?  Why  should  you  not 
be  master  of  accounts  and  book-keeping  as  well  as  he,  though,  from  practice,  he 
may  happen  to  be  a  little  more  rapid  in  his  operations  than  you  ?  Rely  upon  it, 
that  you  often  injure  your  client's  interests  in  doing  so,  and  seriously  compromise 
your  own.  Of  this  I  have  seen  several  instances.  I  know  that  accounts  are  not 
a  very  charming  branch  of  your  duties,  but  it  is  one  demanding  your  best  atten- 
tion, and  from  the  beginning.  If  you  be  but  heartily  satisfied,  early  in  your 
career,  of  the  justness  of  this  suggestion,  practice  will  soon  make  perfect.  A 
glsmce  of  your  trained  eye  will  detect  and  expose  the  fraud  of  the  most  skilful 
swindler's  fabricated  books ;  books  which  might  utterly  mislead,  deceive,  and 
confound  another,  less  expert  than  I  shall  suppose  you  to  have  become.  What 
innumerable  illusttationB  of  these  truths  must  be  occurring  to  all  the  practical 
lawyers  present !  Look,  for  instance,  at  the  business  in  Bankruptcy  and  Insol- 
vency, and  the  infamous  knavery,  by  means  of  these  same  figures,  which  it  is 
eternally  disclosin j;  I  Why  do  I  dwell  so  much  upon  this  topic  ?  Because,  Gen- 
tlemen, I  feel  its  vital  importance  to  your  best  professional  interests,  and  to  those 
of  the  public,  and  have  seen  so  many  cases  in  which  inattention  to  it  has  been 
followed  by  the  most  unfortunate  and  mortifying  consequences.  Now,  it  is  too 
much  the  habit  of  youth,  especially  in  what^re  conceived  to  be  fashionable 
classical  academies,  to  neglect  this  branch  of  their  studies  as  distasteful  and 
troublesome,  and  not  sufficiently  dignified,  forsooth !  for  their  attention ;  or  if 
compelled  to  go  through  the  usual  school  routine,  the  moment  the  scholastic 
exigency  is  ov^r,  away  go  ciphering  and  accounts,  book-keeping,  '  and  all  that,' 
as  being  fit  oi^^  for^ tradespeople  I  As  though  the  thoughtless  youth  were  not, 
in  Bo'^omg,  eastthg  away  a  weapon  most  potent  in  the  warfare  into  which  he  '* 
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destined  to  enter !  Your  clients  may  be  great  public  companies,  bankers,  mer- 
chants, tradesmen  wholesale  and  retail;  their  business  comes  into  your  hands 
generally  in  the  shape  of  disputed  accounts — sometimes  of  such  intricacy  as 
almost  defies  unravelling ;  and  if  you  be  not  really  equal  to  it,  that  business  will 
assuredly  soon  find  itself  elsewhere.  For  these  reasons  it  is  very  desirable  that, 
when  a  youth  is  probably  destined  to  the  legal  profession,  the  importance  of  this 
part  of  his  studies  should  be  early  and  distinctly  explained  to  him,  and  continu- 
ally afterwards  kept  in  view/'  L.  C. 


ANSWERS  TO  THE  MATHEMATICAL  QUESTIONS. 

QuES.  1 1 7. — Proposed  by  A.  M, 

At  what  time  between   eleven   and   twelve  o'clock  will  the  hour  and 
minute  hands  of  a  watch  be  equidistant  from  1  ? 

Answered  by  Mr.  Sheppard,  Mr.  Rowlatt,  Mr.  Dyer^  and  Mr,  Laurie, 

Let »  ^  No.  minute  spaces  which  the  long  pointer  is  from  XII. ;  then 

rrz  B  No.  minute  spaces  which  the  short  pointer  is  past  XI. 

.*.  distance  of  the  long  pointer  from  I.  »  dr— 5 ; 

a 

12' 


,1        „        short      „       „       =»  10 — 


Hence  we  have  by  the  question, 

•*•  ^   "■    13  TTj 

That  is,  the  time  when  the  two  hands  will  be  equidistant  from  I.  is  13r^  ^nn.  past  XI. 

JO 


QuES.  119. — Proposed  by  J.  J.  R.,  Portsmouth, 

The  total  weight  of  an  engine  (including  the  driving  wheels  with  their 
cranked  axle,  which  weigh  3  tons,)  is  23  tons.  If  the  train  be  moving  at 
the  rate  of  60  miles  per  hour,  and  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  driving 
wheels  be  displaced  2i  inches  during  a  revolution,  the  diameters  being  5 
feet ;  find  whether  or  not  the  wheek  will  have  a  jump  on  the  rail. 

Answered  by  the  Proposer. 

It  has  been  shown  by  the  Rev.  Professor  Mosely,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  &c.  ^Phil.  Trans,  of 
the  Royal  Society  for  1851,  p.  562),  that  when  a  jump  takes  place, 


-JC-I-) 


where  h  represents  the  displacement  of  the  centre  of  gravity. 
ff  =  32-19084. 

w  =  angular  velocity  of  the  driving  wheel. 

W^  =  half  the  weight  of  the  engine,  exclusive  of  driving  wheels  and  cranked  axle. 
W  =:  half  the  weight  of  the  driving  wheels,  with  cranked  axle, 
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Now  by  the  questioii  proposed  we  have 

in.    ft. 


60x5280     „^  ^ 
w-zz — TT. — r  -35*2 


60  X  60  X  f 
23-3     20 


3 
W---1.5 


W,x      S2'19084  f       10   . 

~  199 


g  {       '^A      S2'19084  r       10  n 
whleh  it  l«it  tiian  A,  /.  the  wherii  will  have  t  ]nnip« 

LIST   OF   MATHEMATICAL  ANSWERS. 

T.  Sothern,  Bartonwood^  ans.  117;  T.  Laurie,  Oandle,  ans.  117 ;  B.  Carthew,  Roe- 
hampton,  ana.  117;  J.  B.  Bayley,  am.  117;  S.  Dyer^  Wansteadf  am.  117,  119;  J. 
Howlatt,  Everpreech,  ans.  117;  W.  H.  Levy,  Shalbourne,  am.  117;  J.  Sheppard,  am. 
117y  119  i  A,M',  am.  117  ;  A.  Thompson,  ans.  119. 


NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE   AVSWERID   IK   OUR   NuMBER  FOR   FEBRUARY,   1852. 

QuES.  120. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Rowlati,  Evercreech. 

A  liiggage  train,  starting  from  London,  goes  20  feet  the  first  minute, 
80  the  second,  140  the  third,  and  to  on  for  twenty  minutes,  at  which  time 
it  reaches  its  maximum  speed ;  three  hours  after  the  mail  starts  from  the 
same  place,  and  goes  90  feet  the  first  minute,  180  the  second,  270  the  third, 
and  so  on  for  five  minutes,  at  which  time  it  reaches  its  maximum  speed. 
Required,  the  time  from  the  mail  starting  to  the  luggage  train  being  over- 
taken ? 

QuES.  121. — Proposed  by  Tom  Tomkins, 

A  railway  train,  weighing  100  tons,  has  a  speed  of  30  miles  per  hour, 
on  a  level  rail,  when  the  steam  is  turned ;  in  what  time  will  it  come  to  a 
state  of  rest,  allowing  the  friction  of  the  rail  to  be  8 lbs.  per  ton,  all  other 
resistances  being  neglected. 

KOTICB  TO  OUR   MATHEMATICAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Not  having  received  a  sufficiently  accurate  solution  to  question  118,  the 
answer  is  deferred  until  next  month. 
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GENERAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CANDIDATES  FOR 
CERTIFICATES  OF  MERIT. 

Christmas,  1851. 

SCRIPTURAL  KNOWLEDGE. 

Section  I. — What  events  are  recorded  in  Scriptare  to  hare  occurred  in  one  of  the 
following  periods  ? — 

1.  From  the  institution  of  the  Passover  to  the  arrival  of  the  Israelites  at  Sinai. 

2.  From  the  death  of  David  to  that  of  Rehoboam. 

3.  During  the  Captivity  in  Babylon. 

Section  II.— 1.  Describe  the  daily  sacrifice,  and  the  sacrifice  of  the  Great  Day  of 
Atonement,  and  show  their  typical  character. 

2.  Describe  the  cleansing  of  the  Leper,  and  the  sacrifice  fbr  the  cleansing  of  a  leprous 
house  (Lev.  14.)  :  and  show  their  typical  character.  Who  are  related  in  Scripture  to 
have  been  smitten  with  leprosy  as  a  punishment  ? 

3.  In  keeping  the  Passover,  what  observances  were  in  the  time  of  our  Lord  added  by 
the  Jews  to  those  prescribed  in  the  Book  of  Exodus  ?  How  is  this  illustrated  in  the 
account  of  the  Last  Supper  ? 

Section  III. — 1.  Relate  our  Lord's  conversation  with  Nicodemus. 

2.  On  what  occasions,  and  in  what  words  did  John  the  Baptist  bear  witness  that 
Jesus  was  the  Messiah  ?  Whence  did  the  Jews  derive  the  expectation  of  a  deliverer  under 
that  name  ? 

3.  What  events  occurred  between  our  Lord^s  agony  in  the  Garden,  and  his  death  ? 

Section  IY. — 1.  What  is  recorded  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  of  the  history  of  the 
Church  at  Antioch  ? 

2.  What  is  recorded  of  ApoUos,  and  of  St.  Paul's  second  visit  to  Ephesus? 

3.  Relate  what  you  remember  of  St.  Paul's  discourses  at  Lystra  at  Athens,  and  before 
Agrippa. 

Section  V. — 1.  Draw  a  map  illustrative  of  the  journey  of  the  Israelites  from  Egypt 
to  Canaan. 

2.  Draw  a  map  of  Judea  illustrative  of  the  gospel  history. 

3.  Draw  a  plan  of  Jerusalem. 

CATECHISM,  LITURGY,  AND  CHURCH  HISTORY. 

Section  I.— 1.  "  What  is  thy  duty  towards  God  ?" 

Give  scriptural  authority  for  each  clause  in  the  answer  to  this  question  in  the  Cate- 
chism ;  and  explain  the  last  three  clauses  as  you  would  to  a  class  in  your  School. 

2.  "  My  good  child,  know  this,  that  thou  art  not  able  to  do  these  things  of  thyself,  nor 
to  walk  in  the  commandments  of  God,  and  to  serve  him,  without  his  special  grace ;  which 
thou  must  learn  at  all  times  to  call  for  by  diligent  prayer." 

Explain  this  passage  from  the  Catechism,  and  show  that  it  rests  on  the  authority  of 
God's  word. 

Section  II.— 1.  Write  down  the  first  six  clauses  of  the  Greneral  Confession,  and  giTe 
scriptural  illustrations  of  them.  Why  is  it  called  the  General  Confession  ?  Why  is 
the  confession  of  sin  properly  made  the  first  act  of  public  worship  ? 

2.  Into  what  four  principal  parts  is  the  Litany  properly  divisible ;  what  supplications 
belong  to  these  four  parts  respectively  ? 

3.  *'  In  all  time  of  oar  tribulation ;  in  all  time  of  our  wealth ;  in  the  hour  of  death, 
and  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

Good  Lord  deliver  Ui.*' 

Why  need  we  pray  for  deliverance  at  these  times;  and  what  scriptural  ground  have  we 
for  hoping  that  our  prayers  will  be  heard  ! 

Section  III.— 1.  What  is  recorded  of  the  diffusion  of  Christianity  in  the  first  ages  of 
the  Church  ? 
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2.  Give  some  account  of  the  peraecationi  of  the  primitive  Church. 

3.  Give  some  account  of  the  divisions  or  schisms  of  the  early  Church.  Distinguish  be- 
tween a  schism  and  a  heresy. 

Section  IV. — 1.  Who  were  the  most  remarkable  of  the  Martyrs  of  the  early  Church. 
Give  a  more  particular  account  of  one  of  them. 

2.  Give  some  account  of  the  early  Churches  and  their  Bishops. 

3.  Give  some  account  of  the  Apostolic  Fathers  and  of  their  writings.    What  proof  is 
to  be  found  in  their  writings  of  the  authenticity  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  1 

Section  V. — 1.  Give  some  account  of  the  orders  of  Monks  and  Friars. 

2.  What  is  the  history  of  Protestantism  in  England  before  the  Reformation  ? 

3.  Give  some  account  of  the  history  of  the  Liturgy. 


ARITHMETIC. 

Section  I. — Work  one  of  the  following  sums  so  that  the  reason  of  each  step  in  the 
working  may  be  apparent. 

1.  Multiply  4507  by  3006. 

2.  If  9  things  cost  j(?13  what  will  48  cost  at  the  same  rate  ? 

N.B.— This  sum  is  to  be  so  worked  as  to  be  intelligible  to  children  who  have  no  know- 
ledge of  fractions. 

3.  What  is  the  value  of  }  of  f  of  f  of  6 ;  and  what  decimal  is  3«.  6d.  or  8«.  9d, 

Section  II. — 1.  How  many  pieces  of  cloth  9  yd.  2  qr.  3  nl.  long,  can  be  cut  out  of 
apiece  52  yd.  1  qr.  1  nl.  in  length ? 

2.  Find  by  the  rule  of  practice  the  value  of  227  qr.  3  bu.  2  pk.  of  wheat  at  36#.  8^. 
per  qr. 

3.  How  many  ounces  of  silver  at  5f.  6d.  an  ounce  are  equivalent  to  6  oi.  12  dwt.  of 
gold  at  £3  17s.  lO^d,  an  ounce  ? 

Section  III. — 1.  The  Sun's  diameter  is  111*454  times  the  equatorial  diameter  of  the 
earth,  which  is  7925*648  miles.     Required  the  Sun's  diameter  in  miles. 

2.  Extract  the  square  root  of  '7  to  five  places  of  decimals. 

3.  Extract  the  cube  root  of  517  to  four  places  of  decimals. 

Section  IY. — 1.  A  shopkeeper  who  sells  sugar  which  cost  him  ;£'2000  in  a  year  at  a 
profit  of  10  per  cent,  and  tea  which  costs  him  ;^1000  at  a  profit  of  20  per  cent.,  finds  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  that  he  must  reduce  the  profit  on  his  tea  5  per  cent.  By 
how  much  per  cent,  must  he  raise  the  price  of  his  sugar  to  cover  the  loss ;  supposing  him 
to  sell  tea  and  sugar  of  the  same  cost  in  that  year  ? 

2.  There  is  a  division  of  the  labour  of  a  certain  manufacture  between  two  sets  of  men, 
neither  of  which  can  do  the  other's  work.  The  one  set  consists  of  30  men  and  the 
other  of  5,  and  when  they  work  in  this  proportion  both  sets  are  just  fully  employed. 
One  man  of  the  first  set  stays  away  for  a  week ;  by  what  fraction  are  the  earnings  of 
each  man  thus  diminished,  supposing  them  to  work  by  the  piece  and  to  divide  their 
earnings  equally  ? 

3.  A  manufacturer  having  a  capital  of  j^5000,  on  which  he  can  realize  by  hand  labour 
10  per  cent,  profit,  buys  a  machine  for  ;^1000,  by  which  his  profit  on  the  remainder  of 
his  capital  is  raised  to  20  per  cent.  This  machine  lasts  5  years ;  how  much  is  he  by 
that  time  the  gainer,  supposing  him  to  draw  ;^300  a  year  for  the  support  of  his  family  ? 

Section  V. — Prove  one  of  the  following  rules  of  mental  arithmetic  in  such  a  way  as 
to  make  it  intelligible  to  a  class  of  children. 

1.  To  find  the  value  of  144  things  in  shillings,  multiply  the  price  in  farthings  by  3. 

2.  To  find  the  interest  of  any  sum  of  money  for  any  number  of  months  at  any  rate  per 
cent.,  count  one  penny  for  each  ^10  in  the  principal,  then  multiply  by  the  number  of 
months  and  by  double  the  rate  per  cent. 

3.  To  find  the  interest  at  5  per  cent,  for  any  number  of  days  ;  multiply  the  principal 
by  ^  the  number  of  days ;  cut  off  the  right-hand  figure  of  the  product,  and  consider  the 
other  figures  as  pence,  deducting  Id,  for  each  6ff.  in  the  result. 

BOOK-KEEPING. 
What  are  the  books  commonly  used  in  the  keeping  of  a  Tradesman's  Accounts,  and 
for  what  purposes  ? 
Give  examples  of  the  entries  in  these  books  severally. 
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ALGEBRA. 
Section  I. — 1.  Add  together 

a  6,     a  G  be 

2.  Reduce  to  its  simplest  form 

7*— 10        3*  — 7        27*— 30 


5  6  30 

3.  Rednoe  to  its  simplest  form 

Section  II.— Solve  the  Equations,— 

1.  2«  +  7       9#^B      4?-<ll 


7                11            2 

2x 
3 

'•\/!-^8-V'l-3-\/ 

Section  III.— Solve  one  of  the  Equations,— 

10           6 
1. 

1 
P 

7           3           ^       J 

3. 


«(«"+y')-*(«*--y')-8«  1 

} 


<^*»-^y+y«)  (*«+y»)«9I 

Section  IV. — 1.  A  and  6  jointly  have  a  fortune  of  ^9800.  A  invests  the  sixth  part 
of  bis  property  in  business,  and  B  the  fifth  part,  and  each  has  the  same  sum  remaining. 
How  much  had  each  ? 

2.  At  what  rate  per  cent,  would  the  present  value  of  a  debt  of  j^4S0  payable  in  5 
years  be  the  same  as  that  of  ^400  payable  in  3  years  ? 

N.B.  Work  this  problem,  if  you  can,  supposing  compound  interest;  if  not^  supposing 
simple  interest. 

3.  Three  labourers  are  employed  on  a  certain  work.  A  and  B  would,  together,  com- 
plete this  work  in  a  days ;  A  and  C  would  require  b  days  to  complete  it  in,  and  B  and  C 
c  days.  In  what  time  would  each  of  them  finish  it  alone;  and  how  long  will  they  take 
when  ail  working  together  ? 

Section  V. — 1. 1  buy  a  piece  of  cloth  for  £3.  If  there  bad  been  three  yards  less  in 
it,  it  would  have  cost  a  shilling  more  per  yard.     How  many  yards  did  it  measure  ? 

2.  What  two  numbers  are  those  whose  difference  multiplied  by  the  diffisrence  of  their 
squares  is  160,  and  their  sum,  multiplied  by  the  sum  of  their  squares,  580  ? 

3.  The  joint  capital  of  two  partners  is  ;£f2000.  One  of  them  withdrew  at  the  end  of 
12  months  and  received  for  capital  and  profit  j^l040.  The  capital  and  profit  of  the 
other  amounted  at  the  end  of  17  months  to  ;^1710.  Supposing  the  same  interest  to 
have  been  made  during  the  whole  of  this  time  on  the  capital  invested,  and  allowing  simple 
interest^  how  much  did  each  invest  ? 

ENGLISH  GRAMMAR  AND  THE  HISTORY  OP  ENGLISH  LITERATURE. 

Section  I. — 1.  What  rules  are  to  be  observed  in  the  formation  of  the  plurals  of 
nouns  ?    Give  examples  of  the  application  of  these  rules* 
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2.  What  different  kiuds  of  pronouns  are  there  ?     Give  examples  of  thena. 

3.  Into  bow  many  moods  are  verbs  divided  ?  What  differences  of  signification  do 
they  respectively  imply  ?  Define  particularly  the  infinitive  mood,  the  sabjnnctiTe  mood^ 
and  the  participle ;  and  give  examples  of  them. 

Section  II. — I.  State  folly  when  the  article  an  is  to  be  used,  and  when  a ;  and  give 
examples. 

2.  What  is  the  general  role  for  the  government  of  a  verb  in  the  infinitive  mood? 
Give  examples  of  it.  What  modification  does  this  rule  admit  of  in  the  case  in  which  the 
infinitive  is  governed  by  an  auxiliary  verb  ? 

3.  What  is  apposition  ?  What  is  the  role  for  sabstantives  in  appofition  ?  Oive  ex- 
amples of  it.  What  is  the  rule  for  substantives  related  to  one  another  by  a  passive  or 
neater  verb  ?    Give  examples  of  this  relation.    Parse  the  lentence,  **  U  yon  please." 

Section  III. — Paraphrase  one  of  the  foUovring  passages,  and  pane  the  words  printed 

in  italics : — 

l,***Th  greatly  wUe  to  talk  with  our  past  hours | 
And  ask  them  what  report  they  bore  to  Heaven ; 
And,  how  they  might  have  borne  more  welcome  newi. 
Their  answers  form  what  men  evperienee  call: 
Tf  wisdom's /rjend,  her  beet;  if  not,  wont  foe,** 

YovvQ, 

2.  '*  This  sacred  right*  the  lisping  babe  proclaims 
To  be  inherent  in  him,  by  Heaven's  willf 
For  the  protection  of  his  innocence ; 
And  the  rude  boy — who,  having  overpast 
The  sinless  agSf  by  conscience  is  enrolled, 
Yet  mutinously  knite  his  angry  brow. 
And  liflt  his  vvilful  hand  on  mischief  bent. 
Or  turns  the  godlike  faculty  of  speech 
To  impious  use — by  process  indirect 
Declares  his  due,  while  he  makes  known  his  need." 

WoRDswo&TH.— EltrcurnoN. 
*  /.  e.  Education. 

3.  **  They,  who  to  states  and  governors  of  the  commonwealth  direct  their  speech,  high 
court  of  parliament !  or,  wanting  such  access  in  a  private  condition,  write  that  which 
they  foresee  may  advance  the  public  good  ;  I  suppose  them,  as  at  the  beginning  of  no 
mean  endeavour,  not  a  little  altered  and  moved  inwardly  in  their  minds ;  some  with  doubt 
of  what  will  be  the  success,  others  with  fear  of  what  will  be  the  censure ;  some  with  hope, 
others  with  confidence  of  what  they  have  to  speak.  And  me  perhaps  each  of  these  dis- 
positions, as  the  subject  was  whereon  I  entered,  may  at  other  times  have  affected ;  and, 
likely,  might  in  these  foremost  expressions  now  also  disclose  which  of  them  swayed 
most,  but  that  the  very  attempt  of  this  address  thus  made,  and  the  thought  of  whom  it 
hath  recourse  to,  hath  got  the  power  within  me  to  a  passioni  far  more  welcome  than 
incidental  to  a  preface.'' 

Mi  ltom — Areopagitica. 

Section  IV. — 1.  What  other  languages  have  united  with  the  Anglo-Saxon  to  form 
the  English  language ;  and  under  what  circumstances  ?  Give  examples  of  words  derived 
from  these  languages  respectively, 

1.  Who  were  the  Troubadours  ?  To  what  country  did  they  belong,  and  to  what  age  ? 
Give  aoQ^e  account  of  Geof&y  Chaucer.  What  great  foreign  writers  belong  to  the  same 
age  ?   For  what,  in  the  history  of  literature,  was  that  age  remarkable  ? 

3.  Give  soiOfi  account  of  the  great  writers  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  reigns  of 
Charles  II.  and  James  II. 

GEOGRAPHY  AND  POPULAR  ASTRONOMY. 

(Whenever  the  Student  can  illustrate  his  answer  by  drawing  a  Chart,  he  is  requested 
to  do  so.) 

Section  I. — Enumerate  the  headlands,  rivers,  and  seaport-towns  passed  in  one  of 
the  following  voyages  ;  or  draw  a  chart  showing  them  :^> 

1.  From  Newcastle  to  London. 

2.  From  London  to  Plymouth* 
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Section  II. — 1.  What  rivers  have  their  sources  near  the  following^  moantains  ? — 
(1)  the  Lowthen,  (2)  Crossfell,  (3)  the  Whemsides  and  Inglehro'»  (4)  Plynlimmon. 

2.  Describe  the  conrses.of  the  Severn  and  of  its  affluents. 

3.  Give  some  accoont  of  the  geological  msp  of  England. 

Section  III. — 1.  What  five  kingdoms  form  part  of  the  German  Confederation? 
Describe  geographically  their  positions. 

2.  Give  some  aocoont  of  the  mountain  and  river  systems  of  Germany. 

3.  Give  some  account  of  the  geography  of  Northern  Italy,  illustrating  it  by  a  map. 

Section  IV.— 1.  Mention  the  names  and  heights  of  some  of  the  highest  moantains 
in  the  world,  and  of  some  of  the  highest  table-lands. 

2.  What  changes  appear  in  vegetation  as  we  ascend  a  high  mountain  in  the  tropics  ? 
What  difference  would  it  make  in  our  climate  if  England  were  a  table-land  as  high  as 
that  on  which  the  city  of  Quito  is  built  ?  and  what  difference  would  it  make  to  the 
people  of  Quito  if  they  were  no  higher  above  the  level  of  the  sea  than  we  are — 
and  why  ? 

3.  Whilst  the  Thames  is  rarely  frozen  over,  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube — far  to  the 
south  of  it — are  frozen  over  every  year,  and  often  from  November  to  March :  and  the 
mean  winter  temperature  of  Moscow  is  less  than  half  that  of  Edinburgh,  although  these 
places  are  nearly  on  the  same  parallel  of  latitude.  Account  for  these  and  other  similar 
facta. 

Section  V. — 1.  Why  does  more  rain  fall  on  the  western  than  the  eastern  coast  of 
England,  and  why  particularly  among  the  mountaim  of  the  west  coast  ? 

2.  Describe  some  of  the  most  remarkable  currents  of  the  ocean,  and  account  for  them. 
Have  the  hurricanes  which  prevail  within  the  tropics  been  observed  to  follow  any  law — 
and  what  ? 

3.  What  would  be  the  prevalent  currents  of  the  atmosphere  and  ocean  if  the  earth 
were  at  rest  ?  What  change  would  be  produced  in  them  by  the  diurnal  motion,  if  there 
were  no  annual  motion  ?  What  effects  result  from  the  annual,  in  addition  to  the  diurnal, 
motion  ? 

Section  VI. — Give  one  reason,  and  that  the  simplest — Ist,  for  believing  the  earth  not 
to  have  an  infinitely  extended  surface ;  2ndly,  for  believing  it  to  be  a  sphere. 

2.  Explain  the  seasons  ;  and  the  phases  of  the  moon. 

3.  Can  you  assign  any  reasons  for  believing  the  earth  to  revolve  on  its  axis,  and  for 
believing  it  to  have  an  annual  revolution  about  the  sun  ? 


Za  CorroqronlrmtB* 


Omega. — The  books  you  ask  about  are  both  good  ones.  The  Cabinet  of  Objects  we 
cannot  speak  about  from  trial ;  but  we  should  have  little  doubt  about  its  being  well 
suited  for  the  purpose. 

J.  J.  (Ellbsmere). — Our  remarks  about  French  in  the  last  number  must  be  taken 
with  reference  to  the  written  language.  It  is  impossible  to  acquire  the  pronunciation 
without  a  teacher.  Delille  or  Cobbett's  Grammar,  and  Spiers's  or  Boyer's  Dictionary, 
will  be  found  the  most  useful. 

J.  B.'s  communication  is  well  meant,  but  not  important  enough  for  insertion. 
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In  giving  some  further  extracts  from  "  Levana/'  we  do  not  bind  ourselves 
to  follow  the  order  adopted  by  the  author,  in  his  work,  which  may  be  fairly 
called  somewhat  capricious  in  its  arrangement. 

It  is  delightful  to  Rnd  such  a  man  as  Richter,  devoting  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  his  labours  to  the  consideration  of  a  period  of  life  which  few  philo- 
sophers have  thought  worth  the  exercise  of  their  penetration.  When 
Bos  well,  with  some  regard  perhaps  to  his  own  paternity,  was  buzzing  his 
interrogatories  into  Johnson's  ear  respecting  infant  development,  we  re- 
member that  he  asked  the  great  sage  whether,  if  shut  up  iu  a  castle  with 
a  young  child,  he  would  not  have  pleasure  in  instructing  it.  '*  No,  sir/' 
replied  the  Doctor,  very  positively,  '^  I  should  not  have  pleasure  in  in« 
structing  it ; "  and  in  this  there  are  more  men  who  resemble  Johnson  than 
Jean  Paul.  The  latter  has  almost  a  woman's  passion  for  young  children. 
We  should  infer  this  rather  feminine  cast  of  mind  from  the  portrait  prefixed 
to  some  of  his  works  :  though  heavy  in  feature  it  is  full  of  tenderness  in 
expression.  We  should  draw  the  same  inference  from  the  high  honour 
which,  like  a  woman,  he  assigns  to  force  of  character,  courage,  and  to  all 
the  more  vigorous  qualities  of  the  mind ;  an  honour  even  greater  than  that 
which  he  gives  to  his  own  especial  characteristic,  love. 

He  may  have  appeared  in  our  recent  extracts  to  speak  somewhat  dis- 
paragingly of  the  female,  compared  with  the  male  influence  upon  children : 
but,  as  usual  with  him,  love  steps  in  again  here  with  its  apologies  and  jus- 
tifications, in  the  chapter  in  which  he  speaks  of  ''  Woman's  adaptation  to 
children." 


*'  A  father,  who  only  sees  and  educates  his  children  for  an  hour  or  two,  must 
be  careful  not  to  require  his  own  hour's  strict  attention  and  persistency  from  the 
mother,  who  wearies  herself  with  them  all  day  long  This  longer  companion- 
ship excuses  much  maternal  overflowing,  both  of  love  and  anger.'* 

"The  husband  only  marks  full  stops  in  the  child's  life;  the  wife,  commas 
and  semicolons,  and  both  more  frequently."  The  man,  in  whom  the  state,  or 
his  own  genius,  destroys  the  balance  of  powers  for  the  advantage  of  one,  will 
always  bring  this  overlaying  influence  to  education :  the  soldier  will  educate 
warlikely ;  the  poet,  poetic^Sly ;  the  divine,  piously ;  the  mother  only  will  edu- 
cate humanly." 

He  goes  on  to  speak  of  **  the  nature  of  women,"  as  it  bears  on  educa- 
tion, both  their  own  and  ours,  especially  the  former;  and  intermixes  some 
roost  useful  admonitions. 

"  As  the  artist,  while  forming  his  work,  does,  at  the  same  time,  form  some- 
thing higher— himself,  the  creator  of  that  work ;  so  the  mother  forms,  along 
with  the  child,  her  own  more  holy  self." 

*'The  so-called  lady-like  accomplishments  are,  at  most,  but  garlands  of 
flowers  by  which  Cupid  may  be  bound ;  but  Hymen,  who  breaks  through  these, 
is  best  guided  and  held  by  the  golden  chain  of  domestic  capability,"  "  A 
lover  before  marriage  generally  prefers  looking  at  the  rainbow  of  tearful  sen- 
sibilities, ....  but,  after  marriage,  when  the  rainbow  turns  into  wet  weather,  he 
requires  reasonableness  and  thorouf^hness,  because  he  suflTers  more  from  whims, 
which  are  perpetually  recurring,  than  from  graver  faults."  "  Boys  destined  for 
certain  occupations,  to  be  artists,  professors,  &c.,  may  dispense  with  a  general 
capacity  for  business,  but  never  a  girl,  who  will  marry  probably  one  of  the  above- 
mentioned  boys.*' 

"  Every  mother,  and  every  friend  of  the  family,  should  keep  a  careful  watch 
over  their  wish  to  praise, — often  as  dangerous  as  that,  to  blame,  which  so  easily 
names  and  praises  an  unconscious  grace  in  the  expressions  of  the  heart,  in  the 
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mien,  or  in  the  sentiments,  and  thereby  converts  it  for  erer  into  a  conscious  one 
— ^tbat  is,  kills  it.    The  counting  of  his  subjects  lost  them  to  David." 

Richter  considers  that,  exclusively  of  friendship  and  relationship,  there 
is  often  manifested  in  girls  a  want  of  respect  to  their  own  sex,  an  opinion 
for  which  he  gives  various  reasons,  with  exemplifications. 

"  Should  we  not  then,  seriously,  exclaim,  '  Oh,  mother !  above  all  thmgs 
implant  and  cherish  in  your  daughter  a  love  and  reverence  towards  her  own 
sex ;  and,  since  no  precept  insures  the  practice  of  any  virtue,  it  were  well  if  the 
daughters  were  accustomed  to  regard  in  maid-servants,  not  merely  their  com- 
mon humanity,  but  their  fellowship  with  her,  in  sex.' " 

On  points  more  directly  relating  to  instruction,  some  of  the  remarks  are 
excellent.  He  would  have  History,  not  merely  what  he  calls  '*  petnfied 
History,  which  only  conducts  from  one  past  age  to  another,  full  of  dates, 
and  names,  ....  but  rich  in  great  men,  and  great  events,  which  e/e- 
vale  the  soul  above  the  petty  histories  of  towns  and  suburbs  " 

He  would  have  a  good  school-book  explanatory  of  Scientific  terms. 

''  The  habit  of  not  asking  the  dictionary,  nay,  not  even  the  husband,  what  any 
word  means — this  vow  of  silence,  which  regards  asking  questions  as  a  forbidden 
game,  this  contentment  with  dark  thoughts  which  possibly  learns  in  the  twen- 
tieth book  the  meaning  of  a  scientific  term  used  in  the  second,  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented." 

*'  Drawing,  if  carried  beyond  the  first  principles  which  educate  the  eye  and 
taste  in  dress  more  perfectly,  steals  too  much  time  from  the  husband  and  chil- 
dren, therefore  it  is  usually  a  lost  art." 

To  music,  in  the  portion  of  the  work  called,  '*  A  Prince's  Instructions 
to  his  Governess,"  he  gives  more  import. 

"  Music,  if  only  listened  to,  or  not  scientifically  cultivated,  gives  too  much 
play  to  the  feelings,  and  fancy ;  the  difficulties  of  the  art  draw  forth  the  whole 
energies  of  the  soul.  .  Hence  a  certain  priest,  Hermes,  in  Berlin,  recommended 
girls  to  be  taught  thorough-bass." 

We  think  he  is  quite  right  in  the  preference  which  he  gives  to  the  more 
social  accomplishment  of  the  two,  and  we  rejoice  that  he  has  taken  a  se- 
rious view  of  it;  being  tired  of  surface-learning,  for  surface  purposes — of 
mere  company  overtures,  instead  of  the  principles  of  music,  planted  deep, 
and  so  evolving  varieties  which  will  not  pall  upon  the  ears  of  the  husband, 
or  of  the  family  circle.  Unfortunately,  in  ihe  latter  portion  of  the  volume 
relating  to  the  education  of  boys,  to  which  we  shall  soon  proceed,  little  \k 
said  on  the  subject  of  accomplishments.  There  is  nothing  in  our  system 
of  education  in  England  which  more  requires  revisal,  and  correction,  than 
this  particular.  To  speak  briefly,  it  seems  desirable  that  every  boy,  not 
incapable,  should  possess  some  accomplishment,  both  as  a  resource,  and  a 
means  of  making  himself  acceptable  in  the  society  into  which  he  is  thrown, 
by  contributing  his  share  to  its  amusement.  The  choice  should  be,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  boy*s  own  ;  but,  afterwards,  some  degree  of  proficiency 
should  be  insisted  upon  in  this,  as  well  as  in  any  other  pursuit,  and  the 
boy  himself  will  be  sure  to  be  grateful  subsequently  for  the  firmness  thus 
shown.  According  to  our  present  system  the  acquisition  of  the  accom- 
plishment is  left  for  the  half-holidays,  time  which  the  boy  grudges ;  it  thus 
becomes  something  between  work  and  play,  without  the  beneficial  results 
of  either.  When  the  novelty  is  over  the  accomplishment  is  either  given  up 
or  exchanged  for  another,  a  step  to  which  the  parents  are  too  easily  per- 
suaded. The  downright  waste  made  of  time  and  money  in  this  way  at 
many  of  our  English  schoolf*/  would  be  incredible,  except  to  the  initiated. 
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Before  leaving  the  portion  of  the  work  relating  to  female  education,  we 
must  just  give  the  reader  a  truth  in  a  simile. 

"  I  would  wishTbeoda  to  have  as  much  cheerfulness  as  possiblsi  but  wit  only 
in  moderation,  ...  wit  alone,  without  heart,  salt  without  meat,  transforms  a 
woman,  like  Lot's  wife,  who  became  a  pillar  of  salt,  frtm  wham  the  old  Lot 
parted,  and  went  his  way  J* 

There  is  a  noble  chapter  on  "  The  Education  of  a  Prince/*  which  we 
cannot  help  viewing  with  interest,  as,  from  the  celebrity  of  **  Levana"  in 
Germany,  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  it  may  have  given  some  hints 
for  the  guidance  of  our  own  young  blood  royal ;  but  it  will  be  better  to 
pass  on,  at  any  rate  for  the  present,  to  something  of  more  general  appli- 
cation. 

ON   THE   MORAL  EDUCATION    OF   fiOTS. 

He  divides  the  moral  qualities  into  the  sterner  and  milder  family  of  vir- 
tues :  the  former  he  classes  under  the  general  head  of  moral  strength,  tlie 
latter  under  that  of  moral  beauty.  He  thinks  the  moderns  err  in  giving 
benevolence  the  preference,  before  strength  and  firmness. 

"  It  is  easier  to  provide  a  pilgrim  on  life's  journey  with  a  guide,  than 
to  restore  to  him  the  use  of  his  legs.*'  No  power  should  ever  be  weakened, 
we  cannot  repeat  this  too  often,  but  only  its  counterbalancing  power 
strengthened:  in  squirrels  the  upper  row  of  teeth  often  grows  painfully 
long,  but  only  when  the  lower  one  is  lost.  •*  A  rash  twelve-year-old  dread- 
nought may  soon  enough  be  made  thoughtful."  *'Out  of  the  wild  English 
youth  there  grows  a  thoughtful  member  of  parliament,  as,  out  of  the  early 
Roman  robbers,  a  virtuous  self-sacrificing  senate  rose."  It  is,  no  doubt, 
far  easier  to  communicate  gentleness  to  strength  than  the  reverse.  This 
hardihood  is  one  of  his  pet  principles :  he  says,  afterwards,  in  the  same 
tone,  when  desiring  that  a  child  should  be  taught  to  view  any  condition 
of  life  as  tolerable,  rather  than  tenderly  and  with  debilitating  pity,  as  in- 
tolerable, 

"  In  order  to  extract  from  the  tear-press  of  compassion  some  feeling  and  pence 
for  a  beggar,  you  choose  to  crush  a  power  which  could  sustain  itself  on  the  beg- 
gar's pallet." 

He  urges  this  as  much  as  he  does  the  necessity  of  curbing  the  inward 
feeling  by  repressing  the  outward  sign  of  it  in  the  countenance  and  ges- 
tures, a  thought  which  we  find  once  or  twice  repeated  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  volume.  We  remember  that  Dugald  Stewart  recommends  the  same 
method.  Equally  true  is  the  converse.  ''  I  have  often  observed,"  says 
Burke,  in  his  Essay  on  the  Sublime,  *'  that,  on  mimicking  the  looks  and 
gestures  of  angry,  or  placid,  or  frightened,  or  daring  men,  I  have  involun- 
tarily found  my  mind  turned  to  that  passion  whose  appearance  I  endea- 
voured to  imitate ;  nay,  I  am  convinced  it  is  hard  to  avoid  it,  though  one 
strove  to  separate  the  passion  from  its  correspondent  gestures."  *'  The 
great  physiognomist,  Campanella,"  he  tells  us,  *'  when  he  had  a  mind  to 
penetrate  into  the  inclinations  of  those  he  had  to  deal  with,  composed  his 
face,  his  gesture,  and  his  whole  body  as  nearly  as  he  could  into  the  exact 
similitude  of  the  person  he  intended  to  examine,  and  then  carefully  ob- 
served what  turn  of  mind  he  seemed  to  acquire  by  the  change  ;*'  not  that 
he  was  by  any  means  the  first  to  observe  this  dependence.  Shakespeare 
was,  as  usual,  before  him,  who  thus  beautifully  illustrates  the  principle — 
(Henry  IV.  Act  iii.  Scene  1)  : 
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"  When  the  blast  of  war  blows  in  ottr  ears, 
Then  imitate  the  action  of  the  tiger, 
Stiffen  the  sinews,  summon  up  the  bloody 
Then  lend  the  eye  a  terrible  aspect. 
Now  set  the  teeth,  and  stretch  the  nostril  wide. 
Held  hard  the  breath,  and  bend  up  every  spirit 
To  its  full  height." 

The  truth  of  this  principle  Shakespeare  knew  as  an  actor;  Indeed,  every 
actor  more  or  less  depends  on  it ;  and  probably  there  Is  not  a  single  trade 
or  profession  which  does  not  strongly  illustrate  some  particular  law  of  our 
mental  constitution,  little  recognised  by  those  who  are  not  of  the  craft ; 
but  which,  if  known  and  collected,  would  be  valuable  clues  in  edu- 
cation. 

We  are  fervently  to  cherish  every  energy,  every  aspiration,  every  eleva- 
tion, of  the  youthful  heart. 

"  Would  you  help  to  weaken  what  the  age  and  the  world  weaken  without  your 
aid  ?  What  is  all  the  gain  a  young  soul  can  obtain  from  the  avoidance  of  a  few  false 
steps,  compared  with  the  tremendous  loss  of  the  holy  fire  of  youths  of  its  high 
soarings,  its  great  plans,  without  which  it  creeps  as  nakedly  into  cold  narrow 
life  as  most  men  creep  out  of  it  ?  How  can  life  ripen  without  the  ideal  glow  of 
youth,  or  wine  without  its  August  ?  Have  you  never  seen  how  a  man  has  been 
governed  and  conducted  through  life  by  the  one  God-like  image  of  hit  spring- 
time ?  With  what  else,  than  the  bread-cart  of  clevet  selfishness,  would  you 
replace  this  polestar  ?" 

With  regard  to  this  bread-cart,  it  may  be  observed,  that  for  English 
readers,  and  for  English  circumstances,  Richter,  in  his  zeal  for  the  deve- 
lopment of  the  inner  man,  treats  too  cavalierly  the  necessities  of  the 
outer.  On  education,  as  it  has  reference  to  special  employments,  and  to 
provision  for  life,  he  does  not  give  us  more  than  a  page  or  two.  Specific 
ihstructions  for  specific  trades  or  professions  were  not  indeed  to  be  ex- 
pected in  a  work  of  this  nature,  but  to  the  practical,  and  generally  suc- 
cessful Englishman,  the  calls  of  the  '*  bread-making  necessity,^'  to  use  the 
words  of  a  Greek  tragedian,  come  early,  and  imperiously.  Great,  no 
doubt,  are  the  improvements  which  might  be  made  in  education,  were  it 
not  for  the  stern  necessities  of  provision,  forcing  us  to  hasten  develop- 
ment, tempting  us  to  give  a  little  more  of  the  debasing  alloy  of  worldly- 
mindedness  than  suits  our  German  friend,  leading  the  instructor  to  make 
the  acquisition  of  the  requisite  knowledge  compulsory,  long  before  the 
matured  sense  of  the  disciple  would  prompt  him  to  acquire  it  voluntarily. 
Hence  often,  with  us,  the  necessity  for  severity,  before  high  principles 
have  time  to  perform  their  work. 

To  all  ordinary  scholastic  moulding  or  chiseling  the  child  ab  exitd,  as  a 
passive,' rather  than  an  active  being,  Richter  shows  the  greatest  dislike, 
reminding  us,  by  the  metaphor  which  he  uses,  of  Pope's  lines,  who, 
however,  works  the  idea  out  even  more  perfectly. 

"  With  the  same  cement,  ever  sure  to  bind. 
Bring  to  the  same  dead  level  every  mind; 
Then  take  him  to  develop,  if  you  can. 
Then  hew  the  block  off,  and  take  out  the  man.'* 

(7o  be  continued.) 


46 


GYMNASTICS. 

{Continued  from  p,  6.) 

Action  25.  Tlie  feet  being;  placed  close,  the  hands  fixed 

on  the  hips,  rise  on  the  toes,  then  bend  the  knees,  and 

_^______  lower  the  body  gradually  till  the  thighs  touch  the  heels 

Fig.  16.  (s^c  action  17)  :  extend  the  arms  in  front,  and  fall  for- 
wards, so  that  the  body  forms  a  straight  line  from  the  head  to  the  heels, 
and  rests  on  the  hands  and  the  toes. 

^p,^^         Action  26,  The  feet  being  placed  close,  the  hands  open,  the 
\  ^Ji^  arms  straight  upward,  the  palms  in  front,  bend  the  body  for- 
\  11     ward,  and  touch  the  ground  with  the  points  of  the  fingers. — 
Fig.  17.    The  knees  are  to  be  kept  straight  (fig.  17). 

Action  27.  This  is  the  same  as  action  25,  only  springing  up  and 
clapping  the  hands. 

Action  28.  This  action  is  performed  by  two,  standing  opposite  to  or 
facing  each  other.  The  left  hand  on  hip,  the  right  foot  forward,  the  right 
arm  in  front ;  then  grasp  each  other's  hands,  and  try  to  bring  the  arm 
down  to  the  right  or  left. 

Action  29.     The  feet  close,  the  hands  on  the  hips :  cross 
the  legs,  bend  the  knees  gradually,  sit  down,  and  rise  again 

Action  30.  The  reverse  of  action  28,  riz.,  with  the  left  arm,  &c. 

toHv         Action  31.  The  feet  close,  the  arms  extended  in  front,  raise  the 
M  left  leg  in  front,  bend  the  right  knee  gradually,  and  sit  down  on 

nieadL  the  ground,  then  get  up  again  in  the  same  position. 

Fig.  19. 

Action  32.  This  is  performed  by  two  persons  facing  eacli 
other.  The  left  hand  on  the  hip,  the  right  foot  in  front, 
lock  the  middle  finger  of  each  other's  right  hand,  and  pull 
back  (fig.  20). 

Fig.  20. 

Action  33.  As  action  31,  performed  with  left  leg. 
Action  34.  As  action  32,  with  left  hand. 


Action  35.   The  feet  close,  the  hands  on  the  hips,  jump 
up,  at  the  same  time  spreading  out  the  legs  (fig.  21). 


Fig.  21. 
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Action  36.  Let  the  palms  of  the  hands  touch  behind,  fingers 
pointing  downwards,  turn  the  fingers  inward,  and  bring  the 
hands  as  high  as  possible  up  the  back,  taking  care  to  keep  the 
palms  of  the  hands  close  together  (fig.  22). 


Fig.  2i. 


Action  37.  The  feet  close,  the  hands  on  hips,  jump  up  and 
spread  out  the  legs,  and  cross  them  alternately  (fig.  23). 


Fig.  23. 


Action  38.   This  is  performed  by  two  sitting  on   the 
ground,  who  face  each  other,  the  soles  of  the  feet  touching, 
then  grasping  a  stick,  and  pulling  against  each  other,  first, 
with  knees  straight ;  secondly,  bent ;  and  third,  with  legs 
i'^g.24.         open. 


Action  39.   The  hands  on  hips,  the  right  foot  in  front,  the  toe 

K pointing  downwards,  spring  or  jump  twice  on  the  right  toe,  and 
twice  on  the  left,  alternately,  the  knees  being  kept  straight. 

m  i 

Fig.  25. 

Action  40.  Hook  each  other's  hands,  the  toes  opposite  ; 
then  lean  back,  and  go  round  quickly  (fig.  26). 

Action  41.  As  action  39,  left  foot  in  front. 

Action  42.  The  feet  close,  the  hands  on  the  hipS,  rii6  on 
the  toes,  and  jump  forward  with  straight  knees. 

Action  43.  Grasp  the  left  hand  with  the  right,  bring  the  arms 
behind  the  head,  and  move  them  from  one  side  to  the  other 
(6g.  27). 

A  ction  44.  Action  42  backwards. 

Action  45.  Bring  the  right  arm  round  the  neck  and  chin,  and 
try  to  catch  the  right  ear  with  the  right  hand. 

Action  46.  The  feet  close,  the  hands  on  the  hips,  run  forward  and  kick 
the  thighs  alternately. 

Action  47.   Action  45  with  the  left  arm. 

Action  48.  The  feet  close,  the  hands  on  the  hips,  jump  forward  and 
kick  both  thighs  with  both  heels  at  once. 

^gm        Action  49.  See  action  17,  fig.  12  :  then  extend  the  arms  in 

j^       front,  and  fall  down  on  the  hands,  the  arms  being  straight,  the 

Fig.  28.     body  being  brought  so  as  to  form  a  straight  line  from  head  to 

heel  as  in  action  25.     Remain  in  this  position  a  short  time  ; 

then  bring  the  feet,  by  a  jump,  bejtween  the  hands,  and  rise  (fig.  28). 

Action  50.  The  hands  on  the  hips,  the  left  leg  in  front, 
toe  towiirds  the  ground  ;  then  jump  forward  on  the  right 
toe,  both  legs  quite  straight  (fig.  29). 

Action  51.  See  action  49,  then  spring  up  from  the 
.ground  and  clap  the  hands  ;  rise  as  in  action  50, 


Fig.  29. 
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Action  52.  The  same  as  action  50^  only  with  the  left  toe. 

^^  Action  53«  The  feet  close,  the  hands  on  the  hips,  then 

^yfS^\^     spread  the  legs  gradually  as  far  as  you  can,  and  then  try  to 
^ — '  *■  V  put  the  palms  of  the  hands  on  the  ground ,  the  middle 


Fig.  30.  between  the  legs  (with  great  care),  (fig.  30).  This  aciion 
cannot  well  be  performed  until  the  others,  previously  describedi  have  been 
performed  with  diligence,  so  as  to  be  performed  with  ease.  Then  this 
action  can  be  performed,  and  that  without  much  difficulty. 

Action  54.  The  hands  on  the  hips :  then  run  forward  on  the  toes,  the 
knees  being  kept  straight.. 

Action  56.  Fold  the  hands  behind,  put  the  right  foot  to  the 
\  right  side  forward  as  far  as  you  can,  then  bend  the  right  knee. 
Fig.  31.    Stud  try  to  touch  the  ground  with  the  forehead  (Bg.  31). 

Action  56.  The  feet  close,  the  hands  on  the  hips,  then 
rise  on  the  toes,  and  jump  to  the  right  or  left  side  quite 
round  (fig.  32). 

Action  57.  The  same  as  action  55,  only  with  the  left  leg. 

Fig.  32. 

Action  58.  Lift  the  left  foot  behind,  bend  the  right  knee,  lower 
the  body  gradually,  touch  the  ground  with  the  left  knee,  and 
rise  again  (fig.  33). 

Fig.  33. 

I  ^             Action  59.  This  action  is  performed  by  two  fkcing  eticti 

A  H^      other;  each  party  is  to  fola  the  arms,  the  elbows  being 

jT  ^      kept  close  to  the  body,  raise  the  left  leg  behind,  hop  on 

1  ^w  *^®  ^^o^^  ^^^  against  one  another,  and  try  to  bring  the 

^1  \    »  other  out  of  his  position  by  a  blow  with  the  shoulder  against 

"'    Fi  34.     *  ^''  shoulder  (fig.  34). 

Action  60.  This  is  the  same  as  action  51,  on  the  left  foot. 

Action  61.  Tiiis  is  the  same  as  action  ^9,  only  that  the  left  foot  is  used 
to  hop  upori ;  the  blow  is  given  with  the  left  shoulder. 

Having  thus  noticed  the  actions  to  be  performed  by  the  individual, 
unaided  by  any  machine,  the  next  branch  of  gytnnastlc  exercises  will 
introduce  the  reader  into  exercises  in  which  the  gymnast  performs  certain 
evolutions  by  means  of  a  pole,  placed  in  a  horizontal  j^osiiion. 

In  the  first  exercises  the  thumbs  are  to  be  on  the  same  side  of  the  pole 
as  the  fingers,  that  is,  not  grasping  the  pole  as  one  would  a  roll  of  paper ; 
arms  straight  in  a  line  with  the  body,  so  that  the  power  may  be  more 
efiectually  applied  to  move  its  weFght ;  the  knees  are  to  be  kept  straight 
and  stiflF,  unless  otherwise  expressed. 


Action  62.  The  gymnast  is  to  hang  fi'om  the 
by  one  hand  ;  first,  by  the  ri 
six  times  alternately  (fig.  35). 


ole  by  one  hand  ;  first,  by  the  right,  then  by  the 

fifir. 


Fig.  36, 


To  i€  continued,) 
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ST.  DAVID'S  COLLEGE,  LAMPETER. 

Sbvsral  public  and  unfounded  accusations  having  been  made  respecting 
the  management  of  St.  David's  College,  and  the  course  of  study  pursued 
there,  the  Vice-Principal  has  deemed  it  expedient  to  give  an  account  of 
the  actual  working  of  the  College,  in  an  appendix  to  two  sermons  which 
he  has  recently  published.*  We  are  desirous  of  briefly  calling  attention 
to  this  account,  inasmuch  as  the  necessity  of  improving  the  education  of 
the  poor  in  Wales  has  of  late  been  brought  repeatedly  before  the  public. 
It  is,  therefore,  peculiarly  requisite  to  remoye  any  unfavourable  impression 
that  may  have  been  wrongfully  produced  against  an  institution  where  a 
large  proportion  of  the  Welsh  clergy  are  educated,  upon  whose  character 
and  qualifications  the  success  of  all  attempts  to  educate  the  poor  in  Wales 
must  mainly  depend. 

St.  David's  College  was  founded  at  Lampeter,  in  Cardiganshire,  in 
1822,  and  completed  in  1827.  It  may  be  said  to  owe  its  existence 
mainly  to  the  exertions  of  Bishop  Bui^ess,  who  obtained  the  See  of  St. 
David's  in  1803.  As  soon  as  he  became  acquainted  with  the  state  of  his 
diocese,  and  with  the  difHcultyof  procuring  a  university  education  for 
many  of  the  clergy  in  the  Principality,  he  determined  to  endeavour  to 
proyide  for  this  deficiency.  With  this  view  he  regularly  set  apart  a  tenth 
of  his  episcopal  revenue,  and  he  prevailed  upon  his  clergy,  straitened,  as 
they  generally  were,  in  circumstances,  to  do  the  same  with  their  benefices. 
Thus  several  thousand  pounds  were  raised,  after  a  perseverance  of  eighteen 
years,  and  this  fund  was  augmented  by  lay  subscriptions  and  donations, 
among  which  was  one  of  a  thousand  pounds  from  George  IV.  By  these 
yarious  means  the  College  was  founded  at  Lampeter,  on  the  site  of  an 
ancient  castle,  in  a  healthy  and  pleasant  situation,  looking  down  upon  a 
beautifully  watered  vale,  shut  in  by  lofty  hills.  And  when  Bishop  Bur- 
gess was  translated  to  Salisbury,  he  still  continued  to  take  an  interest  in 
St.  David's  College,  and  at  his  death  bequeathed  to  it  his  noble  library, 
with  money  to  provide  a  suitable  apartment  for  the  collection.  The  Col- 
lege has  now  been  in  full  activity  for  many  years,  buL  has  not  yet  obtained 
the  privilege  of  conferring  degrees. 

The  course  of  instruction  pursued  at  Lampeter  is  the  first  subject  to 
which  the  Vice-Principal,  Mr.  Williams,  invites  attention.  Its  system  is 
so  far  peculiar,  that  it  endeavours  to  blend  the  academic  course  of  train- 
ing in  scholarship,  which  is  a  prominent  feature  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
with  the  more  special  studies  of  theology,  which,  in  some  other  places  of 
clerical  education,  are  more  exclusively  pursued.  This  attempt  to  com- 
bine general  instruction  with  what  is  specially  clerical,  has  given  rise  to 
questionings,  how  far  either  of  the  two  elements  obtains  undue  attention 
to  the  disparagement  of  the  other.  At  present,  the  criticism  most  fre- 
quently yolunteered  in  South  Wales  is  to  the  effect,  that  the  classical 
standard  has  been  raised  unduly  high.  During  about  two-thirds  of  the 
student's  career  at  the  College,  the  larger  portion  of  his  time  is  occupied 
by  studies  either  of  a  general  or  classical  kind.  The  remaining  one-third 
is  reserved  for  studies  more  strictly  theological,  such  as  reading  the 
Epistles  in  Greek,  Pearson  on  the  Creed,  sermon  writing,  and  assisting  in 
a  national  school. 

*  "  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's  at  Cardigan,  Oct.  1851,  to 
which  is  added  a  Sermon  preached  in  St.  David's  College  Chapel,  with  some  accoant  of 
the  actual  working  of  the  College.*'  By  Rowland  Williams,  B.D.  London :  J*  W. 
Parker,  1851. 
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In  order  to  make  classical  lectures  useful,  a  certain  standard  of  attain- 
ment must  be  required  of  students  at  their  entrance.     An  acquaintance 
with  two  Greek  and  two  Latin  books,  and  the  power  of  composing  in 
some  language,  or,  in  short,  a  thorough  grounding  in  the  elements  of 
scholarship,  is  formally  required.    So  far  as  a  bias  can  be  given  to  previous 
training,  by  selecting  subjects  for  the  junior  scholarship  examinations, 
the  study  of  Homer  and  Virgil  is  encouraged.     It  still  seems  to  be  as 
much  the  testimony  of  experience,  as  it  was  the  doctrine  of  Quinctilian, 
that  no  better  authors  can  be  put  in  the  hands  of  hoys.     They  insensibly 
educate   the  feelings,  as  well  as   furnish  the   memory  with   language. 
Hence  it  is  the  custom  to  suggest  in  successive  half-years,  successive 
portions  of  six  books  each  from  the  Iliad  and  the  ^neid,  as  subjects 
which  it  will  profit  any  candidate  for  a  scholarship  on  admission  to  know 
thoroughly.     The  great  difficulty  on  the  admission  of  students,  is  not  so 
much  in  procuring  a  sufficient  amount  of  Greek  and  Latin,  as  in  eliciting 
any  signs  of  competent  acquaintance  with  the  ordinary  routine  of  general 
knowledge,  with  ancient  or  modern  history,  geography,  or  mathematics. 
Even  a  respectable  knowledge  of  the  historical  portions  of  the  Bible  is 
by  no  means  universal.     An  imperfect  acquaintance  with  English  is  a  far 
more  frequent  obstacle  than  strangers  to  the  country  might  expect.     In 
all  such  matters,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  circumstances  of  the 
country,  such  as  the  poverty  of  some  parents,  and  the  state  of  existing 
schools.     The  discretion  of  the  examiners  must  be  trusted  to  make  the 
nearest  approach  to  an  uniform  rule  which  circumstances  from  time  to 
time  permit.     It  is  obvious  that   their  ruling  motive  must  be  a  desire  to 
secure  such  reasonable  proficiency  in  candidates  at  starting,  as  may  enable 
them  to  profit  by  the  lectures. 

During  the  first  and  second  terms  of  their  residence,  the  great  body  of 
students  attend  generally  the  same  set  of  lectures.  Some  knowledge  of 
Euclid  and  logic  is  required  as  an  indispensable  condition  of  promotion 
into  the  higher  classes,  and  (chiefly  from  the  neglect  of  such  subjects  in 
the  common  schools)  there  is  no  part  of  the  system  which  it  costs  so 
much  trouble  to  enforce.  Lectures  in  the  Greek  text  of  the  Gospels  and 
Acts,  with  one  weekly  in  Scriptural  history,  and  one  in  general  history, 
belong  to  this  period,  and  are  continued  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
each  student's  course.  In  the  lecture  on  general  history,  it  is  attempted 
by  colloquial  sketches  to  bring  before  the  mind  the  most  striking  pictures 
of  the  great  drama  of  events,  and  particular  works  are  recommended  for 
details.  This  is  so  arranged,  that  in  the  three  years'  course  each  student 
is  examined  in  ancient,  medieeval,  and  modern  history. 

With  respect  to  Greek  and  Latin  subjects,  the  whole  body  are  lectured 
during  the  first  and  second  terms  in  Herodotus  and  Livy.  By  the  third 
term  it  appears  which  students  are  likely  to  gain  by  being  pushed  forward, 
and  for  which  a  more  moderate  portion  must  suffice  as  a  preliminary  to 
theology.  The  latter  continue  reading  Herodotus  and  Livy  in  a  cycle  so 
arranged  that  each  year  has  a  fresh  portion  as  its  distinct  subject.  It  has 
been  found  convenient  to  insist  on  papers  being  answered  in  the  fixed 
subjects  for  each  year,  as  at  Cambridge.  It  is  expected  that  all  scholars 
of  the  College,  and  the  more  respectable  class  of  students,  will  proceed  in 
the  third  term  to  fresh  authors.  For  this  step  Cicero  and  Demosthenes 
are  selected,  and  constitute  subjects  for  examination  on  entry  in  the  divi- 
nity class,  as  well  as  occasionally  with  Homer  and  Virgil,  for  scholarships 
at  the  first  admission. 
'•  At  the  close   of  the  fifth  term,  the  examination  in  Euclid  and  logic  is 
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imperative  on  all.  The  better  clasi,  also,  during  this  and  the  two  follow- 
ing  termsy  gradually  discontinue  Herodotus  for  Thucydides,  Cicero  for 
Aristotle,  and  Demosthenes  for  St.  PauFs  Epistles.  They  are  rather 
encouraged  to  pass  the  final  examination  in  classics  at  the  end  of  the 
serenth  term^  so  that  a  whole  year  may  be  spent  in  preparing  for  ordina- 
tion, and  for  the  employments  of  the  pastoral  office.  This  system  has 
now,  with  some  minor  modifications,  oeen  in  practice  for  upwards  of 
twenty  years.  With  respect  to  Aristotle,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  some 
acquaintance  with  Aristotelian  modes  of  thought  is  requisite,  in  order  to 
understand  theological  systems  which  have  again  and  again  agitated 
Christendom,  and  that  this  will  be  better  gaii^ed  from  the  original  thap 
from  a  second-hand  source. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  students  in  the  theological,  as  well  as  in  the 
classical  course.  The  study  of  Hebrew  is  not  pressed  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  it  is  only  with  the  scholars,  or  more  advanced  students,  that  the 
recommendation  of  it  is  urgent,  even  in  the  latter  part  of  the  course.  The 
value  of  Hebrew  depends  very  much  upon  the  use  subsequently  made  of  it. 
Still,  if  it  be  only  carried  far  enough  to  illustrate  the  idioms  of  Hellenistic 
Greek,  apd  to  give  a  keener  relish  to  the  sublime  terseness  of  the  Psalms, 
its  acquirement  is  of  some  real  value.  There  are,  then,  two  parallel 
classes,  one  in  Hebrew,  and  the  other  in  Jewel  or  Grotius. 

Such  is  the  general  course  of  proceedings  at  Lampeter,  which 'may  be 
said  to  resemble  those  of  a  quiet  college  at  either  of  the  universities, 
except  that  everything  requires  more  watching,  attention,  and  allowance 
for  all  sorts  of  wants  and  ignorances.  The  day  begins  and  ends  with 
prayers  in  the  College  chapel.  The  morning  is  occupied  with  lectures, 
and  the  hall  dinner  is  at  four.  At  stated  times  the  library,  which  is 
ample  piud  miscellaneous,  is  open  to  all  the  students,  who  select  what 
books  they  please,  on  the  single  condition  of  leaving  a  ticket  as  security 
for  their  return.  In  the  evenings  a  colloquial  lecture,  on  some  subject  of 
popular  science  or  general  literature,  occasionally  attracts  a  voluntary 
audience;  and  an  imitation  of  the  "Union"  exists  in  the  form  of  a 
debating  society.  There  is  a  national  school  in  Lampeter,  where,  w^ek 
by  week,  the  students  of  the  divinity  class  have  the  opportunity  of 
observing  how  a  regularly  trained  master  teaches,  and,  it  may  be  fairly 
hoped,  they  will  carry  thence  into  their  future  cures  some  idea  of  a  tole- 
rably improved  method. 

How  far  the  students  have  profited  by  the  opportunities  thus  aflbrded 
them,  is,  the  Vic^-Principal  remarks,  a  question  which  does  not  so  much 
concern  the  College,  as  the  great  body  of  the  younger  clergy  of  the  Priu- 
cipality«  But,  be  adds,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  fact  of  the  Bishop  of 
St»  David's  having  examined  the  students,  renders  his  testimony  over- 
whelming against  that  of  any  person  who  has  enjoyed  nothing  like  an 
approach  to  such  an  opportunity  pf  judging ;  aqd  his  Lordship  has  so 
decidedly  expressed  bis  kindly  interest  in  the  College,  and  his  sympathy 
with  its  members,  as  to  divert  from  them  the  shafts  of  their  accusers 
against  himself.  Further,  a  testimonial,  signed  by  the  all  but  unanimous 
mass  of  the  educated  classes  throgghout  South  Wales,  is  to  this  effect  :— 
That  they,  the  undersigned,  having  read  a  statement  by  the  Archdeacon 
of  CardigaUf  that  he  conscientiously  believes  St.  David's  College  "  to  have 
been  a  blight  and  curfse  upon  the  spiritual  and  imiellectual  enecgies  of  the 
Principality,  and  to  have  been  tha  slaughter-house  of  the  rising  talent  of 
his  country,"  and  being  fully  persuaded  that  the  College  has  conferred 
very  gr^at  benefits  upon  the  Chiircb  in  South  Wales,  by  raising  the  eha- 
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racter  and  promoting  the  intellectual  improvement  of  its  clergy,  and  that 
it  is  capable  of  rendering  still  greater  services,  if  it  be  duly  supported,  do 
hereby  declare  their  conviction,  that  this  opinion  of  the  Archdeacon  is 
entirely  groundless,  and  without  foundation.  Similar  testimony  from  the 
examiners  at  St.  David's  College,  who  have  been  appointed  in  various 
years  from  the  two  Universities,  is  also  adduced  by  the  Vice- Principal. 

After  citing  these  high  and  impartial  authorities  in  favour  of  the  College, 
he  proceeds  to  observe,  that  so  far  as  there  is  any  sincere  element  in  the 
recent  crusade  against  the  College,  it  is  connected  with  an  idea  that  they 
have  neglected  Welsh.  Tiiis  subject,  he  says,  is  one  of  real  difficulty, 
and  that  they  have  a  distinct  source  of  embarrassment  in  the  bilingual 
character  of  the  country.  The  majority  of  the  students  will  have  often 
to  do  duty  in  English ;  many  of  them  will  have  charge  of  exclusively 
English  parishes ;  and  while  the  natives  of  whole  counties,  either  in  Wales 
or  on  the  borders,  come  to  the  College  knowing  not  a  word  of  Welsh,  the 
natives  of  other  districts  bring  a  stock,  not  very  much  more  abundant,  of 
English.  Again,  those  who  have  used  Welsh  colloquially  all  their  lives, 
do  not  always  know  its  principles  grammatically.  Hence  the  majority  of 
students  have  to  be  taught  one  language,  and  many  of  them  the  gram- 
matical  niceties  of  two^  over  and  above  all  the  work  at  an  English  college. 
The  course  practically  pursued,  is  to  turn  attention  in  both  directions. 
The  daily  prayers  are  read  alternately  in  Welsh  and  English.  English  is 
more  particularly  taught  by  requiring  analysis  on  paper  of  such  works  as 
Pearson  and  Paley,  and  occasionally  by  lectures  expressly  directed  to  com- 
position; Welshf  by  simple  construing  lectures,  as  well  as  by  a  weekly 
Welsh  exercise.  English  students,  who  are  intended  for  English  parishes, 
are  not  required  to  attend  the  Welsh  lectures. 

The  scale  of  expense  at  Lampeter  is  much  lower  than  at  the  English 
Universities.  In  1850,  the  average  of  College  bills  for  the  year  did  not 
ejcceed  42/.  10^.  Where  a  second  room  is  voluntarily  paid  for,  there  is  a 
further  expense  of  5L  If  25/.  be  taken  as  a  reasonable  computation  for 
the  items  of  grocery,  dress,  books,  and  travelling,  the  entire  maintenance 
and  persona]  outlay  of  a  student  at  Lampeter  should  scarcely  reach  70/. 
per  annum.  When  from  70/.  the  deduction  is  made  which  may  be  effected 
by  gaining  an  exhibition,  it  will  almost  be  remarked  that,  as  far  as  economy 
is  concerned,  there  is  little  to  desire;  and  with  respect  to,  perhaps,  two- 
thirds  of  the  students,  that  remark  would  be  correct.  One  college  regu- 
lation is,  that  neither  coal  nor  any  article  from  the  buttery  may  be  sent 
to  any  student's  room,  without  a  written  order  from  its  occupant.  The 
total  of  such  orders  is  put  up  every  Saturday  in  the  hall,'when  each  student 
is  invited  to  take  care  of  his  own  interest  by  comparing  the  charge  oppo- 
site his  name  with  his  actual  order,  and  thus  the  means  of  self-protection 
is  placed  in  his  own  hands.  Such  has  been  the  system  since  the  first 
opening  of  the  College. 

The  Legislature,  some  years  back,  gave  power  to  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commission  to  confer  on  Lampeter,  after  the  precedent  of  Durham,  such 
endowments  us  might  appear  advisable.  Many  years  passed  before  any 
attempt  w(is  made  to  carry  these  beneficent  intentions  into  effect ;  but,  in 
1850,  some  of  the  most  eminent  persons  connected  with  the  Principality 
were  induced  to  take  the  matter  in  hand.  In  answer  to  inquiries  from 
some  of  them,  a  paper  was  drawn  up  containing  some  suggestions  for  the 
improvement  of  the  College,  with  an  abstract  of  which  we  will  conclude. 
It  wqs  suggested : — 

1 .  Tbiit  one  professorship  of  mathematics  should  be  endowed,  to  which 


52  THOROUGHNESS. 

the  duty  of  promoting  physical  science  should  be  attached;  and  another 
of  general  literature,  which  might  also  comprehend  whatever  care  might 
be  deemed  requisite  of  the  Welsh  language ;  and  that  250/.  for  each 
would  probably  be  a  sufficient  endowment. 

2.  That  the  second  great  want  of  the  College  seems  to  be  some  provi- 
sion for  enabling  the  choicest  scholars  to  continue  their  studies  during  a 
limited  period,  beyond  the  time  at  which  the  certificate  of  average  pro- 
ficiency is  attained. 

3.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  200/.  per  annum,  should  be  allowed  to 
provide  dinner  in  the  hall  gratuitously  for  the  foundation  scholars,  in 
consideration  of  the  small  value  of  most  of  the  scholarships. 

4.  That  it  would  be  a  great  boon,  if  a  moderate  sum,  say  1000/.,  could 
be  assigned  as  the  nucleus  of  a  permanent  fund  for  building  and  repairs , 
and  restricted  to  those  purposes. 

We  have  thought  it  desirable  to  bring  this  Institution  before  the  notice 
of  our  readers,  because  we  think  that  the  charges  which  have  been  brought 
against  it  are  wholly  without  foundation ;  it  deserves,  also,  to  be  better 
known  to  students  of  limited  means,  for  though,  cceteris  paribus,  preference 
is  given  to  natives  of  the  Principality,  the  College  is  open  to  all,  and  it  is 
evidently  an  Institution  at  which  a  thorough  academic  education  may  be 
obtained. 


THOROUGHNESS. 


TfiE  necessity  of  thoroughness  in  every  department  of  education  ought  to 
be  ever  present  to  the  teacher.  From  the  want  of  it  pupils  are  sometimes 
blamed  when  the  fault  is  not  really  theirs.  The  necessity  is  admitted  by 
all  writers  on  education;  and  we  are  far  from  thinking  that  we  can  throw 
any  new  light  on  the  matter.  But  a  few  sentences  by  way  of  illustration^ 
and  of  **  stirring  us  up  by  putting  us  in  remembrance,"  may  not  be  with- 
out their  use.  The  late  Dr.  Bell's  advice  on  this  matter  is,  we  think, 
sound  and  valuable.  •*  Never  quit  a  letter,  a  word,  a  line,  or  a  verse,  or 
a  sentence,  or  a  paragraph,  or  a  section,  or  a  chapter,  or  a  book,  or  a  task 
of  any  kind,  till  the  learner  is  well  acquainted  with  it."  According  to  the 
same  authority,  it  is  thoroughness,  or  the  want  of  it — or,  as  he  styles  it, 
perfect  or  imperfect  instruction,  that  constitutes  the  main  difference  be- 
tween one  school  and  another.  And  he  goes  on  to  caution  the  teacher 
against  supposing  that  he  has  done  his  duty  so  long  as  he  has  a  single 
child  in  his  school  who  does  not  make  daily  progress  according  to  his 
capacity,  who  is  not  perfectly  instructed  in  each  lesson  as  he  goes  along. 

It  may  be  difficult  or  impracticable  to  follow  out  this  advice  entirely; 
but  we  believe  the  more  it  is  acted  upon,  the  more  comfort  will  the  teacher 
have  in  his  labours,  and  the  more  profit  and  pleasure  will  the  pupil  derive 
from  them. 

It  is  this  principle  of  thoroughness,  so  far  as  it  is  carried  out  by 
frequent  repetition,  which  constitutes  the  value  of  the  exercise-books  of 
Ollendorff,  and  Arnold,  and  other  writers  who  have  followed  that  system. 

Who  has  not  heard  of  the  surprising  results  produced  by  Jacotot,  by 
means  of  his  system  of  "  Universal  Instruction  V*  On  investigation  it  will 
be  found  that  the  one  principle  by  which  these  results  were  produced  was 
thoroughness,  at  every  stage  of  the  pupil's  progress. 

When  children  are  allowed  to  pass  over  one  step  in  their  instruction 
without  mastering  it,  they  are  the  less  able  to  surmount  those  which  fol- 
low, and  thus  they  are  led  to  form  a  low  and  unjust  estimate  of  their  own 
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abilities.  They  cease  to  make  any  effort  to  overcome  difficulties,  from  a 
vague  impression  that  they  are  sure  not  to  succeed.  Ii  ought  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  object  of  an  elementary  education  is  not  to  supply  the 
pupils  with  a  given  amount  of  information,  but  to  furnish  them  with  the 
means  of  obtaining  it. 

This  is  too  often  forgotten^  and  the  teacher,  in  haste  to  get  his  pupils 
on  rapidly,  and  to  please  the  parents  by  the  appearance  of  progress,  drags 
them  through  a  merely  surface  teaching,  and  leaves  them  in  reality  worse 
than  he  found  them ;  for  he  has  confirmed  them  in  desultory  habits  which 
unfit  them  for  any  vigorous  concentrated  effort  of  the  mind.  Under  such 
a  system  a  certain  readiness  of  memory  and  smartness  may  be  attained, 
but  it  merely  serves  for  the  time,  and  proves  to  be  no  real  acquisition. 

There  are  but  few  teachers  who  have  not  had  to  feel  annoyance  at  the 
failure  of  their  pupils,  when  brought  to  the  test  of  an  examination  in  some 
branch  of  knowledge  involvingprinciples  which  they  have  been  laboriously 
taught,  but  which  they  have  not  thoroughly  mastered.  These  failures  can- 
not, of  course,  be  remedied,  but  they  may  certainly  be  diminished  by  the 
teacher  constantly  keeping  in  view  this  principle  of  thoroughness  which 
we  are  advocating.  It  may,  doubtless,  be  objected,  that  it  occupies  too 
much  time,  and  retards  the  pupil's  progress.  These  objections  are  more 
plausible  than  sound ;  what  is  worth  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well ;  what 
is  worth  learning  is  worth  retaining ;  and  what  is  to  be  retained  must  be 
well  learnt. 

To  secure  that  it  should  be  retained,  regular  and  frequent  repetition  is 
needed.  In  elementary  teaching  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  one  day  in 
a  week  should  be  so  employed. 


LESSONS  ON  THE  RIVERS  OF  EUROPE. 
Towns  on  the  Scheldt  and  its  Tributaries : 
(Continued  from  p.  423.)  , 

Brussels,  on  the  river  Senne,  the  capital  of  Belgium,  is  built  partly  on 
a  hill,  and  partly  on  flat  ground ;  through  the  latter  of  which  the  Senne 
flows  with  a  tortuous  course,  forming  in  its  progress  four  islands.  The 
streets  are,  in  general,  twisted,  with  the  exception  of  some  recently  formed. 
Among  the  public  buildings  may  be  mentioned  the  H6tel  de  Ville,  the 
King's  Palace,  the  Palace  of  the  Fine  Arts,  the  Cathedral,  &c.  The 
manufactures  are  numerous  and  important;  and  there  is  scarcely  any 
trade  or  calling  which  does  not  find  some  who  follow  it.  Among  its 
nianufactqres  we  may  notice  lace,  cottons,  muslins,  velvets,  carpets  ;* 
printing,  paper  and  ink  making  ;  type-founding ;  bronzed  wares,  swords, 
cutlery,  gold  and  silver  lace,  &c.  There  are  also  sugar  and  salt  refineries, 
breweries  and  distilleries,  dye-works,  iron  and  brass  foundries,  steam- 
engine  factories^  &c.  By  means  of  rivers,  canals,  and  railways,  Brussels 
carries  on  a  considerable  trade  with  all  parts  of  Belgium  ;  with  France, 
Prussia,  &c.  In  1830,  Belgium  was  separated  from  Holland,  and 
Brussels  was  made  the  capital  of  the  new  kingdom.     Population,  124,000. 

Mechlin  or  Malines,  on  the  Dyle,  a  tributary  of  the  Scheldt,  is  an 
important  town  in  the  province  of  Antwerp ;  and  distant  from  Brussels 
thirteen  miles  to  the  north.     It  was  formerly  famous  for  its  iace,  which. 


^  Most  of  tho  parpets  are,  bowever,  made  at  Tournai,  on  the  Scheldt. 
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however,  of  late  years  has  greatly  declined.  The  manufactures  consist 
principally  of  calico,  woollen  cloth,  leather^  paper,  brandy,  &c.  There  is 
a  considerable  trade  in  agricultural  products,  such  as  corn,  hemp,  flax, 
oil,  &c.  This  place  is  important  as  being  the  centre  of  the  Belgian 
system  of  railroads.     Pop.  24,000. 

Antwerp^  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Scheldt,  about  fifty  miles  from  the 
sea,  is  one  of  the  strongest  places  and  most  commercial  cities  of  Europe. 
It  has  an  extensive  harbour,  which  will  easily  hold  1000  vessels  ;  there  are 
also  magnificent  docks  and  building  yards,  a  superb  arsenal,  &c.  The 
general  appearance  of  the  city  is  exceedingly  picturesque, — this  effect  is 
produced  by  its  elaborate  fortifications,  its  numerous  churches,  its  splendid 
ubiic  buildings,  and  the  abundance  of  trees  which  adorn  the  various 
localities.  First  among  its  buildings  is  the  cathedral,  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  beautiful  specimens  of  Gothic  architecture  in  Belgium,  and 
containing  the  famous  masterpiece  of  Rubens,  the  "  Descent  from  the 
Cross." 

The  manufactures  comprise,  beside  cotton,  lace,  linen,  carpets,  &c. ; 
black  silks  and  velvets,  for  which  it  is  especially  noted.  The  export  trade 
is  larger,  and  consists  of  lace,  flax,  cotton,  and  linen  goods;  grain,  seed, 
oak-bark  ;  sugar,  refined  and  candied  ;  glass,  hides,  &c.  Railroads  con- 
nect Antwerp  with  Ghent,  Bruges,  Ostend,  Malines,  &c. ;  also  with 
Cologne,  Frankfort,  and  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  France  and 
Germany.  Steam  packets  ply  regularly  between  London,  Hull,  and 
Antwerp.  Antwerp  was,  at  one  time,  more  populous  than  it  now  is,  and 
ranked  as  the  first  commercial  city  of  Europe. 

Its  first  reverse  took  place  in  1576,  when  it  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards 
and  pillaged  for  three  entire  days.  After  undergoing  numerous  changes, 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  who  kept  it  from  1794  to  1814. 
When  the  Belgian  province  revolted  in  1830,  the  King  of  Holland  refused 
to  evacuate  the  citadel;  the  French,  therefore,  entered  Belgium,  and 
began  the  bombardment  of  the  citadel,  which  was  bravely  defended  by 
4500  men,  under  General  Chasse,  who  surrendered  on  the  24th  December, 
1832,  after  a  gallant  defence  of  twenty-four  days. 

21.  The  Meuse,  Maas,  or  Maese  rises  in  France,  in  the  plateau  of 
Langres,  flows  first  in  a  general  northern  direction  through  France  and 
Belgium,  then  turns  westward  through  Holland,  and  enters  the  German 
ocean.  Before  emptying  itself  into  the  sea,  it  divides  into  several  branches 
forming  between  them  numerous  islands.  The  whole  course  of  the  Meuse 
is  447  miles,  of  which  224  are  in  France;  it  is  navigable  for  372  miles. 

Namur,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Sombre  with  the  Meuse,  is  a  strongly 
fortified  city.  It  is  well  situated  for  commerce,  and  is  noted  for  its  manu- 
factures of  fire-arms,  swords,  knives,  and  many  other  kinds  of  cutlery ; 
tools  of  all  descriptions;  agricultural  instruments,  &c.  It  is  sometimes 
termed  the  Sheffield  of  Belgium.  There  are  in  the  neighbourhood  marble 
quarries,  and  mines  of  coal,  iron,  and  lead.  Pop.  20,500. 
.  Liege,  beautifully  situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Meuse,  enclosed  with 
hills  covered  with  vineyards,  is  a  strongly  fortified  and  industrious  city. 
It  has  a  ctnnon  foundry,  a  manufactory  of  arms,  vast  iron- works,  and 
inexhaustible  coal-mines.  It  is  sometimes  termed  the  Birmingham  of 
Belgium.     Pop.  70,000. 

Maestricht,  on  the  Meuse,  just  where  it  enters  Holland,  is  a  very 
strong  city,  and  the  key  of  Holland.  The  citadel  is  erected  on  a  hill, 
beneath  which  is  an  immense  stone  quarry,  said  to  be  intersected  by  more 
than  90,000  passages,  and  capable  of  containing  40,000  persons.  There 
are  manufactures  of  soap,  leather,  flannel,  fire-arms,  &c.     Pop.  22,000, 
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Rotterdam f  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Meuse,  is  the  second  ciiy  of 
Holland  in  extent,  wealth,  and  enterprise.  It  is  about  twenty  miles  from 
ihe  sea,  and  derives  its  name  from  the  small  river  Rotte,  which  flows 
through  the  centre  of  the  city.  It  is  intersected  by  numerous  canals  of 
sufficient  depth  to  allow  the  largest  merchantmen  to  unload  at  the  very 
doors  of  the  warehouses.  It  is  a  great  commercial  town,  and  is  said  to 
have  more  trade  than  Amsterdam,  the  capital ;  it  is  connected  with  the  prin« 
cipal  towns  of  Holland  by  railways  and  canals;  steamers  ply  regularly  to 
Antwerp^  to  Cologne  on  the  Rhine,  to  Amsterdam,  and  to  London.  This 
was  the  birth-place  of  Erasmus,  a  celebrated  scholar,  a  bronze  statue  of 
whom,  ten  feet  in  height,  stands  in  the  great  market-place.  Pop.  90,000. 
22.  The  Rhine  rises  in  Switzerland,  and  is  formed  from  nunierous 
sources  which  descend  from  the  central  Alps.  The  principal  of  these 
sources  are  the  Upper  Rhine  and  the  Lower  Rhine,  the  latter  rising  in 
fhe  group  of  the  8.  Gothard,  at  an  elevation  of  8392  feet.  It  flows  first 
N.  E.  then  N.  by  W.,  enters  Lake  Constance,  through  which  it  passes 
from  E.  to  W.  It  continues  in  a  W.  direction  to  Basle,  where  it  turns  N. 
and  forms  for  about  100  miles  the  boundary  between  France  and  Ger- 
many ;  it  then  flows  through  Rhine,  Prussia,  enters  Holland,  where  it 
divides  into  two  great  branches — the  southern  being  called  the  Waal,  and 
the  northern  the  Khine.  These  are  again  divided  into  other  streams,  all 
of  which  enter  the  North  Sea  or  German  Ocean.*  The  whole  length  of 
the  Rhine  is  about  900  miles ;  its  basin  is  estimated  at  79^500  square 
miles;  and  it  can  be  navigated  to  Basle,  a  distance  of  570  miles.  The 
navigation  is, however,  rendered  difficult  in  many  parts  by  sand-banks  and 
small  islands  which  frequently  change  their  form  and  their  position.  By 
means  of  qanals,  communication  is  opened  up  with  the  Meuse,  the  Scheldt* 
the  Saone,  the  Rhone,  and  the  Danube.  Among  the  numerous  trilvutaries 
of  the  Rhine  may  be  mentioned  the  Aar^  the  Moselle^  and  the  May^ne. 

Berne  or  Bern^  a  town  in  Switzerland,  is  situated  on  a  promontory 
formed  by  the  Aar.  This  town  is,  alternately  with  Zurich  and  Lucerne^ 
the  seat  of  the  federal  government,  and  of  the  diet  of  the  Swiss  Confe-. 
deration.  It  is  a  regularly  built  town,  and  the  finest  in  Switzerland, 
The  river  Aar  bounds  it  on  three  sides,  and  on  the  fourth  it  is  defended  by 
iprtifications.  It  stands  1912  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  ma- 
nufactures comprise  cotton,  linen,  ^nd  printed  goods,  leather,  straw  hats, 
philosophical  instruments,  clocks  and  watches,  &c.     Pop.  22,500. 

Basle,  Basel,  or  Bdle,  built  on  both  sides  of  the  Rhine,  is  the  most 
important  commercial  and  manufacturing  town  in  Switzerland.  This  is 
owing  chiefly  to  its  position  ;  it  is  the  centre  of  the  routes  from  Southern 
Germany  into  France,  and  now  the  terminus  of  the  French  and  German 
railways  on  each  side  of  the  riv^r*  It  h^$  extensive  ribbon  manufactories  ; 
ajnd  a  trade  io  printed  cottons^  silks,  gloves,  leather,  paper,  je\YelIery, 
wines,  fruits,  &c.     Pop.  21,700. 

Strasiurg,  on  the  111,  a  tribut£^ry  of  the  Rhine,  is  the  frontier  town  of 
France  towards  Germany,  and  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
places  in  Europe.  It  js  famed  for  its  fine  Gothic  Cathedral,  the  spire  of 
which  rises  474  feet  from  the  ground,  being  104  feet  higher  than  St.  Paul's, 
,and  next  to  the  great  pyramid,  the  highest  building  in  the  world.  It  is  a 
place  of  considerable  commerce,  and  has  manufactures  of  lace,  carpets, 
cloth,  leather,  tobacco,  steel,  porcelain,  &c.     Pop.  60,000. 
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Mayence,  Mentz^  a  Mainz,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  a  little  below 
the  junction  of  the  Mayne  with  that  river,  is  a  very -strong  place  in  the 
form  of  a  semi-circle,  and  the  chief  bulwark  of  Germany  against  France. 
It  has  a  few  manufactures,  but  the  commerce  is  considerable.  A  bronze 
statue  of  Guttenburg,  the  inventor  of  printing,  a  native  of  Mentz,  was 
erected  here  in  1837.  This  statue  was  modelled  by  the  famous  sculptor, 
Thorswalden,     Pop.  31,000. 

Coblentzy  a  fortiBed  city  of  Rhine-Prussia,  stands  in  a  fork  between  the 
Rhine  and  the  Moselle.  It  is  a  free  port,  and  has  a  considerable  trade  in 
corn,  wine,  bark,  mineral  waters,  stone,  and  potter's  clay.  The  vine  is 
largely  cultivated.     Pop.  22,000. 

Cologne,  stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  is  noted  especially 
for  its  cathedral,  the  most  magnificent  monument  of  Gothic  architecture 
in  the  world.  The  manufactures  are  silks,  velvets,  tobacco,  brandy  and 
spirits,  Eau  de  Cologne,  &c.  More  than  a  million  flasks  of  £au  de  Co- 
logne are  exported  annually.     Steamers  ply  regularly  between  Cologne. 

Pop.  70,000. 

Utrechty  on  the  Rhine,  which  divides  it  into  two  parts,  is  the  capital  of 
the  provinces  of  Utrecht,  in  Holland.  The  principal  manufactures  are 
silk,  lace,  woollen-cloths,  needles,  &c.  Here  was  concluded,  in  1713,  the 
peace  which  terminated  the  wars  of  Queen  Anne.  Utrecht  has  a  famous 
University.     Pop.  45,000. 

Amsterdaniy  the  capital  of  Holland,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Amstel, 
one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Rhine,  with  the  Y,  an  arm  of  the  Zuider  Zee, 
was  formerly  called  Amsterdam,  the  dam  or  dyke  of  the  Amstel.  The 
foundation  of  this  town  is  laid  upon  piles,  the  ground  being  a  soft  wet 
morass,  under  which,  at  a  depth  of  fifty  feet,  is  a  bed  of  sand.  The  streets 
are  wide  and  well-paved,  and  most  of  them  have  canals,  with  rows  of  trees 
on  each  side,  passing  through  the  centre.  These  canals  cut  up  the  city 
into  ninety-five  islands,  which  are  connected  with  each  other  by  290 
bridges.  Amsterdam  is  more  a  trading  than  a  manufacturing  town.  The 
exports  consist  of  butter,  cheese,  corn,  meal,  dyes,  coffee,  spices,  raw  and 
reHned  sugar,  &c.  Amsterdam  has  communication  with  all  parts  of 
Holland  by  the  Amstel,  the  Ziiider  Zee,  and  numerous  canals:  there  is  a 
railway,  also,  to  Rotterdam,  through  Haarlem  and  the  Hague;  while 
another  line  opens  up  communication  with  Germany.     Pop.  220,000. 
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1.  NOTES  ON  THE  SCRIPTURE  LESSONS  for  1851. 

2.  THE    BIBLE-CLASS   MAGAZINE.       VOL.    IV.  1851. 

3.  THE    UNION  MAGAZINE    FOR   4SUN DAY-SCHOOL    TEACHERS.      VOL.  Villi 
1851. 

4.  THE     SUNDAY-SCHOOL    TEACHERs'     CLASS     REGISTER    AND    DIARY    FOR 
1852. 

5.  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOLTEACHERS*  CLASS  REGISTER  FOR  1852.    (London  t 

Sunday-school  Union.) 

The  above  are  new  series  and  new  editions  of  works  published  by  the 
Sunday-school  Union.  They  are  known  to  be  extremely  useful  to  Sunday- 
school  teachers. 

We  can  particularly  recommend  the  **  Notes  on  the  Scripture  Lessons," 
not  only  to  Sunday-school  teachers,  but  to  the  teachers  of  day-schools 
also.     These  notes  are  adapted  to  a  list  of  lessons  for  every  Sunday  in  the 
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year  contained  in  the  Class  Register,  and  are  always  published  a  month 
ID  advance.  In  the  present  volume  there  are  two  lessons  for  every 
Sunday,  mostly,  one  from  each  Testament;  and  the  whole  course  is 
intended  to  present  a  consecutive  outline  of  Christian  doctrine  and  duty. 
The  respective  subjects  are  illustrated,  as  far  as  possible,  by  Scripture 
Darrative,  which  is  the  most  practical  method  of  conveying  int^truction  on 
doctrinal  points.  We  are  quite  of  opinion  that  such  instruction  is  best 
suited  to  the  upper  classes  in  Sunday-schools,  considering  that  most  of 
the  persons  who  attend  them  are  adults.  For  the  elementary  classes, 
there  are  texts  added,  after  evej'y  two  lessons,  upon  the  same  subjects, 
with  hints  for  expanding  them ;  but  these  lessons  are  perhaps  too  much 
in  the  sermon  style  for  young  children,  for  whom,  we  think,  the  Scripture 
narratives  are  more  suitable.  A  good  textual  knowledge  of  the  Gospels, 
or  of  one  of  them,  should  always  precede  a  more  particular  acquaintance 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible,  for  without  such  a  knowledge  we  can 
scarcely  have  a  good  foundation  for  doctrinal  teaching.  The  committee 
of  the  Sunday-school  Union  observe,  however,  that  "  special  circum- 
stances at  the  close  of  1849  appeared  to  render  Sunday-school  instruction 
in  some  of  the  leading  doctrines  and  duties  of  Christianity  more  than 
usually  desirable,"  and  the  series  of  Notes  for  the  present  year  may  con- 
tain a  selection  of  lessons  for  the  junior  classes  better  suited  to  their 
wants. 

There  are  some  useful  papers  and  interesting  anecdotes  in  the  Bible- 
Class  Magazine  for  1851.  This  is  the  fourth  volume  of  the  work,  and  it 
seems  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  class  of  young  persons  whom  it  im- 
mediately addresses,  namely,  *'  the  senior  scholars  in  our  schools,  the 
elder  children  in  our  families,  and  the  rising  youth  in  our  congregations." 
We  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  committee  of  the  Sunday-school 
Union  to  place  the  musical  portion  of  the  work  under  the  superintendence 
of  a  more  competent  person.  We  do  not  think  that  the  tunes  inserted  in 
the  present  volume  have  been  well  chosen,  or  that  the  words  have  been 
successfully  adapted  to  them.  There  are,  besides,  several  typographical 
errors  in  the  music  of  the  pieces. 

The  Union  Magazine  is  somewhat  similar  in  its  character  to  the  Bible- 
Class  Magazine,  but  is  intended  for  the  improvement  of  teachers.  Its 
object  is  thus  stated  in  an  *'  Introductory  Address  to  Teachers  :" 

''What  will  be  aimed  at  by  its  conductors  will  be,  to  supply  in  its  pages  such 
illustrations  of  the  scripture  lessons  as  may  assist  the  teachers  in  their  weekly 
instructions ;  to  furnish  practical  hints  as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  classes  and 
managing  schools;  to  present  information  as  to  the  progress  of  religious  educa- 
tion at  home  and  abroad ;  and  to  afford  opportunity  to  teachers  to  state  their 
difficulties,  their  successes,  and  their  opinions  upon  topics  of  interest,  for  the 
benefit  of  each  other." 

These  objects  have  been  well  carried  out  during  the  past  year;  and, 
although  old  magazines  do  not,  generally,  afford  reading  of  much  interest, 
yet,  from  the  character  of  its  contents,  we  can  recommend  the  present 
volume  to  Sunday-school  teachers  for  perusal :  they  will  find  it  of  very 
great  service  to  them  in  the  preparation  of  their  lessons.  Like  the  rest  of 
the  publications  of  the  Sunday-school  Union,  it  is  furnished  to  the  public 
&t  an  exceedingly  cheap  rate.  The  committee  incurred  a  considerable 
loss,  in  consequence  of  reducing  the  price  of  it  a  year  or  two  ago ;  and 
this  year  they  have  restored  it  to  its  original  price,  but  this  is  still  only 
just  what  is  sufficient  to  render  it  self-supporting. 

In  this  volume  we  were  pained  to  find  Bishop  Heber's  beautiful  mis- 
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sionary  hyinD»  ^*  From  Greeoland's  Icy  MouRtauis/*  adapted  to  the  ipMsic 
of  CalcQtt's  glee,  "  To  ail  ye  ladies  now  on  laad." 


1.  THE   YOUKO    ladies'    GUIDE    TO    PRACTICAL   ARITHTMBTIC   AVD   BOOK- 
KEEPING.     BY     G.     MORRISON,     WRITING     MASTER    AND    ACCOVNTAMT. 

(London  :  Longmans.) 

2.  HINTS  ON  ARITHMETIC,  ADDRESSED  TO  A  TOUKG  GOVERNESS.      BT  LADT 

•  TERNEY.     I8mo.     Pp.  36.     (London :   Groombridge.) 

The  importance  of  teaching  girls  arithmetic,  both  for  the  sake  of  the 
discipline  it  aifords  their  minds,  and  for  its  practical  utility  to  them  in 
after-life,  is  now  generally  acknowledged.  As  yet,  however,  we  have  no 
text-book  specially  adapted  to  their  instruction,  although  such  a  work  is 
needed,  considering  that  they  do  not  require  to  go  so  far  in  the  subject  as 
boys,  and  that  the  mercantile  transactions  which  they  are  made  to  com- 
pute should  be  chiefly  such  as  are  likely  to  comer  within  their  ex- 
perience. 

The  work  before  us  is  intended  to  supply  this  deficiency  ;  but  we  regret 
to  say  that  we  must  still  consider  the  deficiency  as  uesupplied.  It  is 
true  that  the  work  is  smaller  in  extent  than  an  arithmetic  for  boys  would 
be,  and  that  the  transactions  are  composed  of  materials  peculiarly  adapted 
to  females;  but  the  author  appears  to  be  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
improvements  that  have  been  made  in  the  methods  of  teaching  arithmetic 
since  the  time  of  Walkinghame.  \Ve  are  thrown  back  upon  tbe  very 
methods  and  rules  of  the  ''Assistant;''  and  not  the  slightest  attempt  is 
made  throughout  the  book  to  explain  the  rationale  of  any  operation, 
l^esides  this,  the  book  is  exceedingly  defective  in  arrangement ;  but  this, 
of  course,  is  ouite  a  minor  consideration  where  everything  is  done  by  sei 
rules,  in  which  case,  it  matters  very  little  whether  we  begin  with  Addition 
and  go  on  to  Interest,  or  begin  with  Interest  and  go  on  to  Addition.  The 
author  has  not  thought  it  advisable  to  teach  girls  vulgar  fractions  at  all. 

The  book-keeping,  which  occupies  nearly  one  half  of  the  work}  is  very 
clearly  explained  and  exemplified.  What  does  the  author  mean,  however, 
by  appending  to  the  book-keeping  a  series  of  model  letters  and  cards  of 
compliment?  Invitations  to  tea  do  not  form  a  very  appropriate  termi- 
nation to  a  text-book  on  arithmetic. 

Lady  Yemey's  little  book  is  a  very  great  contrast  to  this.  It  contains 
hints  on  teaching  the  simpler  parts  of  arithmetic,  including  Vulgar  and 
Decimal  fractions,  and  we  are  happy  to  find  that  all  the  explanations  are 
based  upoiit  common  sense,  or  Pestalozsian  principles.  They  are  such  as 
X4sdy  Verney  found  available  in  the  instruction  of  iter  own  children,  apd 
were  first  compiled  in  their  present  form  for  the  use  of  a  young  persoa 
who  was  preparing  to  become  a  governess.  The  authoress  states  that 
she  is  now  induced  to  publish  them  from  hs^ving  observed  among  those 
engaged  in  tuition  (that  is,  of  course,  in  gentlemen's  families),  a  very 
general  deficiency  in  the  power  of  explaining,  if  not  in  that  of  tbeipselvea 
understanding  the  principles  on  which  arithmetical  operations  are  based. 
The  only  part  of  the  Hints  which  appears  to  be  open  to  objection^  is  the 
chapter  on  Proportion,  in  which  the  authoress  labours  very  hard  to  explain 
the  reasons  of  the  old  Rule  of  Three.  All  arithmetical  processes  which  do 
not  carry  their  reasons  with  them,  on  their  very  face,  are  worthless  for 
mental  training  and  discipline  to  a  young  child  ;  and,  although  the  Bulq 
of  Three  may  be>  perhaps,  after  great  difficulty  and  painstaking)  rondefed 
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intelligible  to  children,  yet,  when  they  work  succeeding  sums  by  the 
same  rule,  they  merely  perform  a  mechanical  operation,  which  one  of  the 
calculating  machines  would  do  equally  well,  or  better.  Besides,  there  is 
always  a  great  difficulty,  with  children,  as  Lady  Verney  acknowledges, 
in  putting  sums  into  the  shape  of  a  true  proportion.  The  best  way  is  to 
dismiss  the  Rule  of  Three  altogether,  and  make  the  pupils  work  all  such 
sums  from  first  principles,  in  which  case  their  judgment,  as  well  as  their 
fingers,  will  be  employed. 

As  a  correspondent  wrote  to  us  last  month  about  the  explanation  of 
carrying,  in  subtraction,  we  subjoin  Lady  Verney's  '*  hints"  on  this 
point : — 

"The  next  step  is  subtraction.  The  only  difficulty  here  is  in  the  matter  of 
8362  borrowing.  In  the  sum  which  I  have  written  down,  it  is  impossible 
4839    to  take  9  units  from  2  units,  you  must  therefore  take  or  borrow 

one  of  the  6  tens,  and  break  it  up  into  units ;   you  will  thus  be  able, 

3523  by  adding  these  10  units  to  the  original  2  units,  to  get  12  units,  from 
which  9  units  can  easily  be  subtracted,  leaving  3  units,  which  you  accord- 
ingly write  down.  When  you  proceed  to  the  next  row,  you  must  remember 
that  you  have  already  made  use  of  one  of  the  6  tens,  and  as  you  cannot  eat  your 
cake  and  have  your  cake,  you  cannot  now  have  6  tens,  but  must  call  it  5. 
Therefore,  you  subtract  3  tens  from  5  tens,  and  finding  there  are  2  tens  left, 
yoa  write  them  down  accordingly.  In  the  row  of  hundreds  you  repeat  the  same 
process  as  in  the  row  of  units.  As  you  cannot  take  8  hundreds  from  3  hundreds, 
you  borrow  one  of  the  8  thousands,  you  break  it  up  into  hundreds,  you  add  the 
10  hundreds  thus  obtained  to  the  3  hundreds,  from  these  13  hundreds  you 
subtract  the  8  hundreds,  and  set  down  the  5  hundreds  which  arc  left.  Then, 
in  proceeding  to  the  row  of  thousands,  you  bear  in  mind  that  one  has  been 
removed,  and  that,  therefore,  you  have  only  7  thousands  now  from  which  to 
subtract  4  thousands ;  you  set  down  the  3  thousands  which  are  left.  There  is 
6003  a  little  more  difficulty  where  there  are  noughts  in  the  upper  row,  as  in 
3249  this  sum.  How  can  you  borrow  from  tens  when  there  are  no  tens  ? — 
' — •  you  must  resort  to  the  hundreds.  But  how  will  they  assist  you  when 
2754  there  are  no  hundreds  ?  you  must  resort  to  the  thousands,  and,  taking 
one  thence,  break  it  up  into  10  hundreds,  you  must  then  take  one  of  these  and 
break  it  up  into  10  tens ;  and  lastly,  you  must  take  one  of  these,  and  breaking 
it  up  into  10  units,  you  must  add  them  to  the  3  units  which  you  have  already 
got.  Your  upper  row  will  now  stand  thus :  5  thousands,  9  hundreds,  9  tens, 
and  13  units,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  subtracting  the  lower  row  from  it." 


A  TEXT-BOOK  OF  GEOMETRICAL  DRAWING,  ABRIDGED  FROM  THE  OCTAVO 
EDITIOK,  FOR  THE  USE  OF  SCHOOLS  ;  WITH  AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  ISOME- 
TaiCAL  DRAWING,  AND  AN  ESSAY  ON  LINEAR  PERSPECTIVE  AND  SHADOWS: 
THE  WHOLE  ILLUSTRATED  WITH  FORTY-EIGHT  STEEL  PLATES.  BY  WIL- 
LIAM MINIFIE,  ARCHITECT,  AND  TEACHER  OF  DRAWING  IN  THE  CENTRAL 

HIGH  SCHOOL  OF  BALTIMORE.  (Baltimore :  Wm,  Minijie  and  Co,) 
^His  is  the  first  book  which  we  remember  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
receiving  from  our  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  We  shall 
be  nappy  to  notice  any  educational  work  which  they  may  think  it  worth 
wbile  to  send  us ;  for,  far  as  they  are  behind  us  in  the  higher  departments 
of  literature,  we  believe  that,  in  school-books  and  in  text-books  of  in- 
struction generally,  they  are  somewhat  in  advance  of  us.  Besides,  after 
oread,  there  is  no  article  of  commerce  in  which  free- trade  throughout 
the  world  is  so  desirable  as  it  is  in  books,  the  food  of  the  mind ;  and 
«though  English  authors  and  publishers  have  not  hitherto  been  gainers 
°!f  the  interchange  of  publications  between  the  Americans  and  ourselves, 
yet  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  look  forward  to  a  time  when,  by 
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better  international  arrang^ements,  the  twp  countries  shall  be  enable4  to 
profit  mutually  by  each  other's  literary  productions,  just  as  if  they  were 
still  one  and  the  same  nation,  without  violating  the  rights  of  authors,  or 
publishers,  on  either  side. 

At  any  rate,  it  is  no  reason  why^  when  our  cousins  send  us  a  good 
book,  we  should  refuse  to  accept  the  benefit  which  they  proffer  us;  and 
such  a  book  we  can  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  present  one  to 
be.    It  is  decidedly  the  best  course  of  geometrical  and  perspective  drawing 
that  we  have  seen.     We  have,  in  this  country,  several  good  works  on 
perspective,  and  others  on  geometrical  drawing ;    but  we  do  not  think 
there  is  any  complete  graduated  course  of  both,  like  the  present ;  and  we 
are  sure  that  for  the  simplicity  of  the  explanationsj  and  the  distinctness  of 
the  plates,  we  have  no  elementary  work  equal  to  it.    We  feel  the  more 
pleasure  in  directing  attention  to  it  at  the  present  moment,  when  the 
importance  of  a  knowledge  of  drawing  to  the  working  classes  is  better 
understood  than  it  has  ever  been  before^  and  when  steps  are  being  taken 
in  every  direction  for  the  promotion  of  this  study  among  them.    Mechanical 
drawing  must  always  be  of  more  service  to  the  generality  of  them  than 
free-hand  drawing ;   and  we  fear  that  too  much  prominence  will  be  given 
to  the  latter,  in  consequence  of  the  influence  of  the  schools  of  design,  jn 
which  it  is  very  properly  considered  as  of  the  first  importance,  as  they 
have  a  special  reference  to  the  requirements  of  our  art-manufactures. 
Besides,  mechanical  drawing  may  be  acquired  by  all,  and  should,  in  our 
opinion,  serve  as  a  preparation  for  the  practice  of  free-hand  drawing. 
To  those  engaged   m   building  and   architecture,  mechanical  is   more 
necessary  than  free-hand  drawing,  an^  some  ability  in  it  should  be  pos- 
sessed by  the  commonest  bricklayer.     It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
geometrical  drawing  cannot  be  learnt  without  an  acquaintance  with  the 
principles  of  geometry  :    all  that  is  required  is  a  knowledge  of  the  chief 
definitions,  and  these  are  easily  mastered.     Geometrical  drawing,  however, 
is  of  great  service  in  laying  a  good  foundation  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
regular  study  of  geometry.     We  particularly  recommend  this  work  to 
young  persons  intending  to  become  builders  or  architects.     We  believe  it 
may  be  obtained  pf  Mr.  Chapman,  the  American  bookseller.    The  price 
is  said  to  be  low. 


N0T£S   FOR  LATIN    LTJtICS ;    WITH    A  PREFACE,   FOR  THE  USE  OF  8GB00U. 

BY  THE  REV.  if.  If usGRAVB  wiLKiNS,  M.A.     (Harrow :    Crouley  and 
Clarke,) 

About  2500  years  ago,  in  the  earliest  ages  of  Grecian  literature,  there 
fiourished  two  contemporary  poets  of  different  sexes  in  the  islands  of  the 
iEgean.  In  the  sentimental  lyric,  Thirlwall  tells  us,  ''  the  resentment  of 
Alcseus,  kindled  by  private  and  public  quarrels,  found  vent  in  bitter  sar- 
casm or  open  invective ;"  and  "  the  tenderness  of  Sappho  appears  to 
have  been  no  less  pure  than  glowingi'^  Of  the  writings  of  these  poets 
only  a  few  fragments  remain  to  our  day;  yet  to  each  is  ascribed  the 
invention  of  a  peculiar  kind  of  metre,  in  which  they  were  wont  to  cele- 
brate, among  other  topics,  the  two  most  usual  subjects  of  the  poetic 
muse,  love  and  war.  It  is  to  them,  then,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
Sapphic  and  Alcaic  stanzas.  While,  however,  so  little  remains  to  us  of 
the  productions  of  the  Greek  lyre,  we  have  ample  material  fpr  admiration 
and  imitation  in  the  works  of  Horace.  ^'Arch  Horace,"  ts  Gifford  calls 
him,  in  his  four  books  of  Odes  has  treated  a  great  variety  of  subjects  in 
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these  measures.  Indeed  these  four  books  of  Odes  are  tlie  great  store- 
house from  which  we  derive  both  materials  and  rules  for  this  portion  of 
lyrical  compositions.  Strange  to  say,  the  other  Roman  poets  have  scarcely 
made  any  use  of  either  the  Alcaic  or  Sapphic  verse.  With  the  exception 
of  an  ode  of  Catullus,  and  a  couple  of  odes  or  to  in  the  writings  of  Sta- 
tins, scarcely  any  attempts  of  the  kind  are  to  be  met  with  throughout 
the  whole  range  of  Latin  literature.  And  yet  what  reader  of  Horace,  to 
whom  it  has  been  allowed  even  in  a  moderate  degree  to  appreciate  his 
writings,  that  is,  who  has  not  been  driven  through  his  pages  before  his 
mind  and  range  of  thought  were  equal  to  the  task,  will  hesitate  to  con- 
cur in  the  language  of  the  late  Canon  Tate,  when  he  says:  ''The  six 
odes,  I.,  II.,  Ill,,  IV.,  v.,  VI.,  of  the  third  book  of  Horace,  written  in 
one  common  metre,  and  wonderfully  agreeing  in  a  well-sustained,  high 
didactic  tone  of  moral,  religious,  patriotic  sentiment,  with  that  striking 
prelude  to  the  whole,  '  Odi  profanum  vulgus,*  &c.,  must  impress  on 
every  sensible  mind  a  deep  feeling  of  solemn  grandeur,  varied  by  amenity, 
and  pathos  and  fine  imagination."  These  six  odes,  be  it  remembered, 
are  all  Alcaic. 

In  this  country  something  has  always  been  done  towards  initiating  boys 
in  the  composition  of  Latin  lyrical  poetry.  Yet,  noble  and  elegant  as 
these  stanzas  are,  comparatively  few  students  of  the  classics  have  tried 
them,  and  fewer  have  arrived  at  any  great  degree  of  proficiency,  though 
in  the  Universities  as  much  opportunity  is  afforded  of  showing  proficiency 
in  this  kind  of  versification  as  in  any  other.  The  little  work  placed  at  the 
head  of  this  notice,  will,  we  doubt  not,  increase  the  number  both  of  those 
that  try  this  species  of  verse,  and  of  those  that  succeed.  The  Ovidian  dis- 
tich and  the  Greek  iambic  have  each  had  their  helps,  but,  till  now,  scarcely 
any  help  has  been  supplied  towards  a  successful  imitation  of  odes,  which 
are  equally  to  be  admired. 

The  work  consists  of  four  different  sets  of  exercises  in  each  metre; 
In  the  first  the  English  is  given  almost  literally,  as  is  done  in  Bland's 
book  of  hexameters  and  pentameters;  those  Latin  words  being  placed  at 
the  foot  of  the  page  which  are  less  likely  to  occur  to  the  learner.     This 
is  the  longest,  and,  as  we  believe,  by  far  the  most  useful  part  of  the  work. 
Assistance,  such  as  this  part  is  calculated  to  give,  was  the  great  want. 
The  only  drawback  that  occurs  to  us  in  these  exercises  is  the  great  length 
frequently  of  the  sentences — a  length  which  must  at  times  prove  a  hin- 
drance to  a  mere  beginner.     It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  a  sentence 
that  occupies  three  stanzas.     We  notice  two  cases  of  the  kind  in  one 
exercise,  the  thirty-seventh.     In  connection  with  this  part  of  the  book, 
we  wish  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  suggestion.     Might  it  not  be  a  useful 
plan,  either  before  or  along  with  the  use  of  this  first  set,  to  let  the  pupil  » 
take  an  ode  of  Horace  himself  in  another  kindred  measure,  and  convert  it 
into  the  Alcaic  or  Sapphic?     Wfe  are  of  opinion  that  they  would  not  only 
deepen  their  acquaintance  with  the  original,  but  would  often  arrive  at  a 
result  more  Horatian  than  anything  entirely  their  own,  and  be  thereby 
encouraged  to  go  on  to  higher  flights.     Should  we  be  told  that  it  would 
be  a  shame  to  torture  old  Flaccus  in  this  way,   we  should  remind  the 
objector  of  the  versions  to  which  our  own  Milton  is  constantly  subjected. 
The  second  part  of  the  notes  are   '*  designed  to  exercise  the  young 
scholar  in  rendering  lyrical  ideas  into  poetical  language.'*     These  will  be 
found  to  be  exercises  of  a  much  higher  order  than  the  former,  requiring 
more  knowledge  and  taste  to  handle  them  successfully.      Less  of  the 
English  is  given,  and  more  of  the  Latin  words  withdrawn;  stMl,  we  do 
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not  think  that  a  boy  of  average  ability,  who  has  gone  through  the  former 
part,  at  intervals  not  too  long  (an  important  point,  we  think),  will  fail  to 
produce  a  fair  copy  of  verses.  The  thing  most  to  be  feared  in  the  use  of 
bslps  of  this  kind,  is  that,  when  the  exercises  have  once  been  done,  copies 
of  them  should  be  handed  down  from  class  to  class,  and  from  generation 
to  generation.  This  danger  may  be  partly  met  by  making  more  of  this 
kind  of  work  to  be  done  in  school,  in  the  presence  of  the  masters,  than 
is  generally  the  case.  Translations  into  English,  and  preparations  for 
the  usual  construings,  which  are  operations  more  of  a  personal  character^ 
may  be  done  out  of  school-hours,  and  less  of  Latin  or  Greek  composition. 

The  third  and  fourth  parts  supply  us  with  exercises  to  which  the  others 
aid,  in  fact,  introductory  and  preparatory ;  namely,  passages  from  Eng- 
lis'i  poets  to  be  rendered  into  classical  idioms,  and  subjects  suitable  to  be 
treated  in  these  styles  of  versification.  To  these  ought  to  be  added  the 
taming  of  Greek  choruses  into  Latin  lyrics,  the  very  best  use  that  these 
choruses  generally  are  capable  of.  This  particular  exercise  has  besides 
the  advantage  of  being  most  frequently  expected  in  college  and  university 
examinations.  Pindar,  too,  would  furnish  matter  for  the  same  purpose, 
at  least  as  suitable  as  any  to  be  found  in  our  own  poetry.  For  which , 
if  authority  be  wanting,  let  us  listen  to  the  terse  sketch  of  the  Boeotian 
bard  by  the  hand  of  the  father  of  criticism: — **Novem  verb  Lyricorum 
longe  Pindarus  princeps,  spiritilts  magniBcentia,  sententiis,  figuris,  beatis- 
sima  rerum  verborumque  copia,  et  velut  quodam  eloquentiee  flumine ; 
propter  ques  Horatius  eum  merit6  credit  nemini  imitabilem.'' — Quinctilian^ 
Book  X. 

We  must  not  forget  to  mention  the  prefatory  rules  and  observations, 
which  are  intended  to  guide  the  learner  to  a  knowledge  of  the  peculiar 
structure  of  these  verses.  The  directions  make  no  profession  of  novelty 
or  originality  ;  but,  with  a  little  help  from  the  tutor,  they  will  be  found 
to  answer  the  purpose  designed.  At  the  same  time,  we  think  this  part  of 
the  work  capable  of  improvement, — we  mean,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it 
is  presented  to  the  pupil  who  has  not  been  already  initiated.  The  general 
rules  and  the  exceptions  are  not  sufficiently  separated,  and  the  exceptional 
forms  are  not  sufficiently  condemned.  The  forms  to  be  imitated,  and 
those  to  be  avoided,  might  have  been  given  in  different  type,  or  kept 
apart  and  distinguished  in  some  more  marked  manner.  Such  modes  of 
structure  as 

Mentemque  lymphatam  Mareotico, 

Hostile  aratrum  exercitus  insolens, 

as  well  as  open  vowels,  and  other  forms  or  words  that  are  exceedingly  rare, 
and  considered  inferior  or  exceptional,  should  be  prohibited.  The  spondaic 
commencement  should  yield  most  sparingly  to  the  iambic,  however  com^ 
placent  the  iambus  is  reported  to  have  been  in  giving  up  its  hereditary 
rights,  (De  Arte  Poetica);  otherwise  one  in  three,  not  one  in  thirty-five, 
will  be  the  ratio  in  modern  practice. 

We  will  only  add,  that  this  little  volume  is  a  great  boon  to  all  con- 
cerned in  the  higher  kinds  of  classical  composition,  and  we  congratulate 
both  masters  and  scholars  on  the  publication  of  these  much-needed 
**  Notes  for  Latin  Lyrics," 
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CotvtipaMmtt. 

ALLEGED  ABSURDITIES  IN  ENGLISH  GRAMMAR. 

Sir, — Having  read  with  much  interest  the  remarks  made  by  your  corre- 
spondent, signing  himself  Iota  Tau,  respecting  the  absurdities  in  English 
Grammar,  and  having  under  my  instruction  several  pupil-teachers,  who 
are  intending  to  enter  training  colleges  at  the  completion  of  their  appren* 
ticeship,  I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  allow  me  space  in  your 
Journal  to  reply  to  some  of  his  remarks,  in  order  that  if  my  method  of 
teaching  grammar  be  defective  I  may  be  set  right,  and  for  the  future  so 
instruct  my  pupil-teachers  that  they  may  have  less  time  taken  up  during 
their  training  in  the  clearing  away  of  those  errors  they  may  have  imbibed 
whilst  under  my  care. 

I  feel  very  glad,  as  I  think  all  elementary  teachers  must  do,  that  your  eor- 
respondent  has  introduced  a  subject  of  such  vast  importance  as  the  dUcre^ 
pancies,  if  not  absurdities,  of  English  Grammar;  and  now  that  education  is 
making  such  rapid  progress,  it  is  more  than  ever  important  that  something 
approaching  uniformity  should  eiist  in  teaching  this  subject,  and  that  the 
valuable  time  of  students  in  our  training  colleges  should  not  be  half  of  it 
occupied  in  clearing  away  the  rubbish,  or  removing  the  erroneous  impres- 
sions produced  on  their  minds  by  their  former  instructors.  If,  therefore, 
some  standard  work  on  English  grammar  could  be  produced,  which  should 
receive  the  sanction  of  those  engaged  in  education,  this  would  be  a  ''  con- 
summation  devoutly  to  be  wished;*'  and  I  think  your  correspondent  has 
taken  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  by  introducing  the  subject  into  your 
pages,  and  thus  giving  those  concerned  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  thoughts  thereon.  I  therefore  send  you  the  following  remarks  on 
what  he  considers  the  principal  absurdities  of  English  grammar,  in  the 
order  he  has  stated  them,  for  unless  some  agreement  can  be  come  to 
respecting  what  are,  and  what  are  not,  errors,  there  is  little  prospect  of 
anything  like  uniformity  in  the  teaching  of  grammar  to  be  expected. 

1.  Your  correspondent  thinks  it  an  absurdity  in  parsing  to  consider 
what  as  a  compound  pronoun,  and  to  resolve  it  into  its  elements ;  and 
advocates  parsing  it  always  as  a  relative  pronoun,  making  it,  of  course, 
nominative  or  objective  as  "the  sense  requires.  He  also  asks  triumphantly, 
whether,  in  parsing,  we  are  to  take  the  words  as  we  find  them,  or  substi- 
tute others  in  their  place ;  stating  that  by  this  method  we  might  omit  the 
pronouns,  and  always  parse  in  their  place  the  nouns  for  which  they  stand, 
&c.  Now,  with  due  deference  to  IotaTau,  I  consider  that  parsing  is 
only  useful  so  far  as  it  aids  in  the  analysis  of  sentences,  and  teaches  the 
pupils  the  true  knowledge  of  an  author's  meaning ;  and  for  this  purpose 
I  frequently  employ  my  scholars  in  reading  sentences,  substituting  the 
nouns  in  place  of  the  pronouns,  and  I  find  this  very  useful  in  making 
them  think  as  they  read,  and  showing  them  more  clearly  than  by  any 
other  method,  the  relation  of  the  pronouns  to  the  nouns  for  which  they 
stand. 

But  what  is  a  true  neuter  gender,  formed  from  who,  and  can  therefore 
be  properly  applied  only  to  things  without  life ;  and  as  all  languages  have 
a  tendency  to  avoid  redundant  expressions,  especially  in  phrases  of  com- 
mon use,  the  process  by  which  what  came  to  be  used  instead  of  the  thing 
which  is  one  of  the  most  natural  in  our  language,  and  its  use  is  also  per- 
fectly free  from  ambiguity,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  many  of 
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our  elliptical  expressions.  But  if  what  be  not  parsed  as  the  thing  which , 
how  would  your  correspondent  parse  the  sentence  given  by  H.  M/s  in- 
spector, the  Rev.  J.  J.  Blandford,  to  the  pupil-teachers  in  his  district? 
viz. — 

"What  is  dark,  illumine/' 

Now  the  sense  of  the  above  line  is  obviously,  illumine  thou  the  thing 
which  is  dark;  where  thing  is  the  objective  case,  governed  by  illumine, 
and  which  the  nominative  case  to  the  verb  is.  But  how  would  Iota  Tau 
parse  what  as  one  word  ?  Would  he  call  it  nominative^  and  thus  make 
illumine  intransitive^  or  objective,  and  leave  is  without  a  subject?  I 
would  also  add,  that  I  object  in  toto  to  the  way  in  which  he  says  what  is 
generally  parsed.  When  our  grammais  teach  us  that  what  is  equivalent 
to  that  which,  or  the  thing  which,  they  do  not  consider  that  as  a  pro- 
noun, with  number,  case,  &c.,  but  as  2l demonstrative  adjective,  qualifying 
the  word  thing  understood,  and  meaning  that  thing  which;  as  it  would 
be  evidently  absurd  to  make  what  equivalent  to  two  relative  pronouns, 
without  allowing  either  an  antecedent ;  and  though  in  the  above  sentence 
we  might  say,  that  which  is  dark,  illumine,  the  expression  would  still  be 
elliptical,  and  to  make  it  complete,  the  word  thing  would  require  insertion 
between  that  and  which, 

2.  The  next  absurdity  complained  of,  is  that  "  our  friends,"  or  the 
students  under  Iota  Tau*s  care,  have  a  notion  that  the  possessive  cases 
of  the  personal  pronouns,  with  the  words  my,  thy,  our,  your,  and  their, 
are  of  an  adjectival  character;  and  that  they  persist  in  considering  them, 
when  placed  before  nouns,  as  adjective  pronouns,  or  as  possessive  adjec- 
tive pronouns.  Now  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  preceding  words  par- 
take of  the  nature  of  pronouns;  but  though mj/,  thy,  her,  our, your,  and 
their,  approach  to  the  possessive  forms  of  the  personal  pronouns,  yet  they 
are  not  really  such,  these  being  mtne,  thine,  hers,  ours,  yours,  and  theirs. 
This  is  an  important  distinction,  for  though  we  can  use  the  true  possessive 
forms  without  a  noun,  we  cannot  thus  use  the  forms  my,  thy,  &c.  Thus, 
we  can  say,  "  It  is  mine,'*  but  not  "  It  is  my;'  "  It  is  thine,**  but  not 
"  It  is  thy,"  and  so  of  the  rest.  Now,  in  my  opinion,  an  adjective  is  a 
word  making  no  sense  without  the  addition  of  a  noun  expressed  or  under- 
stood, which  noun  it  serves  to  qualify  or  explain.  If  this  definition  be 
correct,  then  my,  thy,  &c.,  are  adjectives,  because  they  make  no  sense 
without  the  addition  of  a  noun,  and  since  their  places,  when  the  noun 
is  added,  may  be  supplied  by  the  possessive  case  of  a  noun,  as  the  sen- 
tence, **  Give  Jane  her  book,"  may  be  changed  into  **Give  Jane,  Jane's 
book,''  they  are  also  pronouns;  and  this  being  the  case,  I  think  our 
grammarians  have  used  discretion  and  not  absurdity,  in  calling  them 
adjective  pronouns  of  the  possessive  kind,  or  possessive  adjective  pro- 
nouns. It  also  serves  to  strengthen  this  view,  that  her,  used  as  a  personal 
pronoun,  is  quite  different  in  meaning  to  her  used  as  a  possessive  adjective 
pronoun:  thus,  in  the  sentences,  *'  He  struck  her,"  and  *' Give  Jane  her 
book,"  the  meanings  are  very  distinct,  the  first  her  being  the  objective 
case  of  she,  and  complete  in  sense  without  the  addition  of  a  noun ;  the 
second  being  possessive  in  character,  and  incomplete  in  sense  without  the 
addition  of  the  noun  book, 

3.  Fearing  to  swell  these  remarks  to  an  undue  length,  I  pass  from  this 
for  the  present  to 

4.  Viz.,  The  remarks  made  by  Iota  Tau  on  this  and  that.      These 
vords  are,  in  my  opinion,  always  adjectives . and  never  pronouns;  yet 
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since  they  point  out  or  demoustrale  clearly  the  noun  meant,  I  think,  with 
your  correspondent,  they  may  be  properly  called  demonstrative  adjectives; 
but  that  they  are  ever  pronouns,  in  the  proper  sense  of  being  used  in  the 
place  of  a  nouUi  I  deny;  and  expressions  like  *' this  is  my  horse,''  are 
evidently  elliptical,  the  full  expression  being  **  this  horse  is  mine,*'  or 
"  this  horse  is  my  horse.*'  Again,  in  the  sentence,  ''  this  is  what  I  have 
to  do,'^  there  would  be  no  meaning  unless  the  thing  to  be  done  was  pre- 
sent, and  could  be  seen  by  the  person  addressed;  and  then  the  noun 
expressing  the  work  would  be  understood.  Thus,  if  the  work  was  writ- 
ing, digging,  ploughing  or  parsing,  the  words  would  be  understood  after 
this,  as,  *'  this  writing  is  what  I  have  to  do^**  &c,  I  therefore  consider 
that  the  reason  why  this  and  that  are  reckoned  as  pronouns,  is  the  omis- 
sion of  the  nouns  to  which  they  were  always  prefixed  as  adjectives;  and 
for  this  reason,  in  parsing  they  should  always  be  considered  in  their  true 
character  as  adjectives ;  and  if  it  be  right  to  consider  them  at  all  as  pro- 
nouns, then  they  ought  to  be  considered  certainly  as  pronouns  of  an 
adjectival  character.  But  as  your  correspondent  says  these  words  occur 
in  a  twofold  character  in  other  languages,  and  also  confesses  that  it  is  not 
surprising  that  the  term  demonstrative  adjective  pronouns  should  be 
applied  to  them,  it  scarcely  appears  consistent  to  reckon  this  mode  of 
expression  as  an  absurdity.  When  such  difference  of  opinion  respecting 
these  words  is  entertained  by  the  most  learned  of  our  grammarians,  it 
would  be  in  my  opinion  unwise  to  discard  a  term  which  is  agreed  upon 
by  all,  at  least  till  something  better  could  be  suggested  to  supply  its 
place ;  and  as  the  word  that  is  now  used  as  a  conjunction,  a  relative  pro- 
noun, and  a  demonstrative,  it  is  surely  unnecessary  to  give  it  an  additional 
character  to  sustain,  by  dividing  one  of  Chese  into  two  others. 

I  would  thus  be  understood  as  agreeing  with  the  view  taken  by  Iota 
Tau,  when  he  says  this  and  that  are  properly  adjectives,  and  only  differ- 
ing from  him  when  he  states  that  they  may  also  be  pronouns  in  sentences 
like  "  this  is  what  I  have  to  do  ;"  it  being  quite  certain  that  this  never 
loses  its  adjectival  character,  and  that  only  does  so  when  used  as  a  con- 
junction,  or  as  a  relative,  in  the  stead  of  who  or  which. 

5.  Your  correspondent  asserts,  that  unless  the  sign  to  be  omitted  in 
the  infinitive  mood,  the  preceding  verb  exercises  no  government,  and  that 
when  the  sign  to  is  suppressed,  then  the  preceding  verb  properly  governs 
the  infinitive  verb.  Hence  he  adduces  the  sentence,  **he  bade  the  ser- 
vant take  the  letter,"  as  an  instance  of  government,  stating  that  take  is 
governed  by  bade,  whereas,  had  the  sentence  been,  **  he  told  the  servant 
to  take  the  letter,"  then  to  assert  that  the  latter  verb,  to  take,  is  governed 
by  told,  would  be,  in  his  opinion,  an  absurdity.  Now  this  reasoning  of 
Iota  Tau  I  consider  quite  erroneous,  and  founded  on  a  misapprehension 
of  verbal  government.  It  is  stated  by  Latham,  ('*  Handbook  of  the  Eng- 
lish Language,"  page  340,)  **  The  current  rule,  that  when  two  verbs 
come  together  the  latter  is  placed  in  the  infinitive  mood,  means  that  one 
verb  can  govern  another  only  by  converting  it  into  a  noun,'*  Now  the 
infinitive  mood  may  supply  the  place  of  a  noun,  and  be  the  subject  of  a 
proposition,  as,  "  to  play  is  pleasant  ;^*  it  may  also  be  the  object  of  a 
transitive  verb,  as,  *'  I  love  to  play,**  equivalent  in  sense  to  **  I  love 
play,**  or  **  1  love  playing;**  and  as  to  play  is  the  proper  object  of  the 
transitive  verb  love,  therefore  the  verb  love  governs  to  play  in  the  infini- 
tive, by  converting  it  into  a  noun  in  the  objective  case. 

In  tlie  preceding  remarks,  1  take  it  for  granted  that  the  infinitive  mood 
is  a  nouDy  and  as  such  can  form  the  subject^  or  object  of  sentences,  but 
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never  the  predicate,  and  therefore  assert,  that  whether  the  sign  to  be 
otriitted  or  inserted,  there  is  true  government  of  the  infinitive  by  the  pre- 
ceding verb,  when  that  verb  is  transitive;  but  when  the  preceding  verb  is 
intransitive,  there  is  no  true  government,  though  the  sign  to  be  omitted 
before  the  infinitive. 

The  view  taken  by  your  correspondent  would  confine  verbal  govern- 
ment to  the  auxiliaries,  and  a  few  other  verbs,  which  by  their  frequent 
recurrence  in  sentences  of  an  elliptical  nature,  have  the  sign  to  commonly 
suppressed  before  the  infinitive  mood ;  but  if  this  view  were  correct,  then 
all  words  occurring  in  elliptical  sentences  would  equally  govern  the  words 
where  the  ellipsis  or  change  of  form  takes  place. 

I  would  add  more  on  this  subject,  but  this  letter  has  already  quite 
exceeded  the  limits  I  at  first  intended ;  but  I  apologise  for  the  length  of 
my  remarks,  which  nothing  but  the  importance  of  the  subject  could  at  all 
justify.  Bentham  Simpsok. 

All  Saints*  ^Parochial  School,  Northampton, 


Siit,'--'Will  you  do  me  the  kindness  to  insert  the  following  remarks  on 
"  Iota  Tau's*'  communication  of  last  month  ?  It  appears  to  me,  save  in 
few  instances,  to  be  a  series  of  misconceptions.  I  will  take  up  his  obser- 
vations in  his  own  order. 

1.  1  think  the  method  of  parsing  the  sentence,  '*  I  know  what  you 
mean,''  recommended  by  'Mota  Tau,''  is  just  the  one  which  is  inad- 
missible in  going  through  the  first  part  of  grammar  usually  called  ety- 
mology. When  the  student  has  proceeded  some  little  way  in  syntax  and 
composition,  he  can  understand  how  a  whole  phrase  or  sentence  may 
stand  as  the  nominative  or  accusative  of  a  verb.  But  it  is  usually  con- 
sidered advisable  to  set  pupils  parsing  before  they  have  reached  this  point, 
even  from  the  commencement  of  their  studies,  and  at  that  period  such  a 
method  of  parsing  the  sentence  would  be  quite  unintelligible.  Surely,  if  a 
pupil  parse  the  word  *•  what,"  in  the  manner  described  by  your  cor- 
respondent, and  also  parse  it  as  the  objective  to  both  verbs  (for  it  is 
Usually  done  in  two  ivays  in  order  to  make  its  use  more  clear),  surely, 
having  done  this,  it  otight  to  satisfy  any  one  who  considers  the  stage  of 
his  pupil's  progress. 

But,  sir,  it  is  asked,  '*  Whether  parsing  means  the  defining  of  words 
which  actually  occur,  or  other  words  which  may  be  substituted  instead  of 
them  ?'*  I  humbly  conceive,  that  neither  of  these  is  the  object  of  parsing. 
We  are  not  required  to  define  any  words  whatever,  but  simply  to  show  to 
what  class  any  given  word  belongs,  and  its  relation  to  any  other  words 
with  which  it  stands  connected ;  and  if  a  pupil  should  first  parse  "  what/' 
as  the  objective  of  **  know'*  and  '*  mean,*'  and  afterwards  decompose  the 
word,  and  treat  its  constituents  similarly,  he  not  only  does  that  which  is 
Vrithin  his  present  comprehension,  but  that  which  is  also  perfectly  correct. 
However,  I  cordially  agree  with  '*  Iota  Tan,"  in  regarding  his  method  of 
treating  the  sentence,  the  most  fitting  when  the  rules  of  syntax  are  under- 
stood; and  it  is  just  that  which  any  one  acquainted  with  his  text- book 
would  adopt.  No  new  "  text-book  which  shall  receive  the  suffrages  of 
the  whole  profession,"  is  at  all  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

2.  I  take  for  granted  that  no  one  disputes  the  pronominal  character  of 
Such  M^ords  as  his,  my,  your,  &c.  That  they  are  genitives  is  also  easily 
demonstrated.     But  to  assert  that  they  have  not  ati  adjectival  significa- 
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lion  as  well,  is  to  set  the  common  judgment  of  mankind  in  dlHerent  ages 
at  defiance.  Admitting  that  the  above  forms  are  the  possessive  of  he, 
/,  yoUy  &c»y  it  does  not  follow  that  they  have  no  other  power  or  significa 
tion.  The  fact  is,  we  use  these  same  words  to  express  two  distinct  classes 
of  ideas  :  ideas,  which  in  some  other  languages,  but  not  in  all,  have  dif- 
ferent words  to  represent  them.  I  will  take  my  examples  from  those 
most  nearly  allied  to  the  English,  and  to  avoid  discursiveness  will  confine 
ttiy  remarks  to  the  word  **  his,"  in  your  correspondent's  example.  The 
following  table  exhibits  the  word  as  a  personal  pronoun  in  the  possessive 
case,  with  its  corresponding  forms  in  four  different  languages. 


Latin. 

Greek. 

Frenoh. 

German. 

English. 

Nom. 

is 

ts 

il 

er 

he 

Gen. 

ejus 

oZ 

delui 

seiner 

his,  of  him 

Dat. 

ei 

oT 

Id 

ihm 

to  him 

Ace. 

earn 

1 

le 

ihn 

him 

Now,  sir,  on  this  table  permit  me  to  make  a  few  remarks.  First,  upon 
the  Latin  genitive  ejus.  This  form  is  comparatively  seldom  used  in  the 
sense  oi  his,  possibly  because  it  admits  of  no  inflection,  it  being  itself  but 
an  oblique  case  of  another  word.  Hence,  the  Latins  expressed  the  adjec- 
tival idea  by  suus-  a-  urn,  a  word  which  has  three  forms  fur  the  different 
genders,  and  other  distinct  forms  for  the  various  cases,  in  short,  is  used  in 
every  way  like  an  adjective.  Secondly,  the  Greek  form  ol  is  also  seldom 
used,  perhaps  for  a  similar  reason,  and  possessiveness  is  indicated  and  ex- 
pressed by  the  adjective  pronoun  oc,  fj,  oy,  which  also  is  completely 
declined  like  any  other  adjective.  Thirdly,  the  French  form  de  lui,  is 
rarely,  perhaps  never,  used  in  this  sense,  for  the  French  have  also  an 
adjective  to  express  the  same  idea,  son  ;  this  word  is  subject  to  inflection 
to  the  same  extent,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  all  French  adjectives.  But 
when,  fourthly,  we  come  to  the  German,  we  find  they  have  no  separate 
word  to  express  the  adjectival  notion,  and  hence  we  find  that  seiner,  in  its 
old  obsolete  form  sein,  is  dragged  forth  and  made  to  serve  the  same  pur- 
pose; and  we  have  in  German  the  possessive  pronoun,  sein,  seine,  sein, 
completely  declined  like  any  other  German  adjective,  although  in  its 
original  form  it  was  merely  an  oblique  case  of  the  personal  pronoun  er. 
Hence,  we  find  that  the  common  necessities  of  the  nations  speaking  tlie 
above  languages  gave  rise  to  the  use  of  a  pronoun  expressing  possessive- 
ness, and  that  their  common  judgment  so  far  decided  it  to  be  adjectival, 
as  to  subject  it  to  all  the  changes  and  modifications  to  which  they  subjected 
their  adjectives;  and  I  am  informed  by  those  acquainted  with  com- 
parative grammar,  that  these  observations  might  be  extended  to  most 
other  languages  with  the  same  results. 

Come  we  now  then  to  our  English  pronoun  once  more  :  and  it  appears 
that  we,  like  the  Germans,  have  no  separate  word  to  express  the  idea  of 
possession  in  an  adjectival  form,  and  therefore  we  do  as  they  do, — take 
the  genitive  form  of  the  personal  pronoun  he,  and  use  it  in  the  same 
manner;  and  the  only  reason  why  we  cannot  demonstrate  its  similarity  is, 
that  our  language  is  not  inflected  like  theirs,  and  hence  the  analog^  is  not 
so  obvious.  But  it  remains  to  be  shown  that  the  pronouns  above  named, 
are,  as  we  have  assumed  them,  adjectival  in  their  power. 

"  Iota  Tau"  says,  **  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  anything  more  preposterous 
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ilian  that,  in  such  a  case  as  his  black  beard^  the  sturdy  owner  should  be 
considered  as  a  quality  of  the  beard."  I  should  think  t^  was  difficult 
indeed :  and  still  more  difficult  to  conceive  how  '*  Iota  Tau"  can  have 
suspected  any  man  of  entertaining  so  preposterous  an  idea.  It  is  the 
word  "  his,"  qualifies  the  word  "  beard,"  and  not  the  "  sturdy  owner/' 
who  qualifies  his  **  beard."  And,  now,  1  will  be  at  some  pains  to  show, 
how  the  word  ''  beard"  is  qualified  by  the  pronoun  ''  his,"  and  thus 
endeavour  to  establish  a  claim  for  it,  and  all  its  kindred,  to  the  title  of 
adjective.  Take  the  sentence,  "  The  barber  shaved  off  a  beard."  Here 
all  you  know  of  the  beard  is  that  it  was  a  beard,  and  the  barber  shaved  it 
off.  If  we  now  qualify  the  word  beard,  and  say  ''  The  barber  shaved  off  a 
black  beard,"  we  know  something  more  about  it  than  we  did  before, 
since  we  are  informed  of  its  possessing  the  quality  of  blackness ;  but  at 
present,  we  are  quite  in  the  dark,  as  to  whether  the  said  beard  was  his 
own  or  some  one's  else.  This  we  can  indicate,  however,  by  the  insertion 
of  one  more  qualifying  word,  a  word  that  shall  indicate  the  quality  of 
being  possessed  by  the  barber;  thus,  ''The  barber  shaved  off  At5  black 
beard;"  the  only  difference  in  the  qualifying  words  being,  that  one 
expresses  a  subjective^  and  the  other  an  objective  quality. 

I  find  I  must  not  touch  on  the  other  points  alluded  to  in  "  TaaV 
letter;  this  reply,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  too  long  already.  The  remaining 
shall  be  taken  up  in  a  future  letter. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Brighton^  Jan.  10«  Rho-Beta. 
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QuEs.  120. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Rowlatt,  Evercreech, 

A  LUGGAGE  train,  starting  from  London,  goes  20  feet  the  first  minute, 
80  the  second,  140  the  third,  and  so  on  for  twenty  minutes,  at  which  time 
it  reaches  its  maximum  speed ;  three  hours  after  the  mail  starts  from  the 
same  place,  and  goes  90  feet  the  first  minute,  ISOthe  second,  270  the  third, 
and  so  on  for  twenty-five  minutes,  at  which  time  it  reaches  its  maximnm 
speed.  Required  the  time  from  the  mail  starting  to  the  luggage  train  be- 
ing overtaken  ? 

Answered  by  Mr,  Sheppard, 

Let  X  be  the  time  required  in  minutes. 

Then  the  distance  gone  by  the  mail  in  x  minutes  will  be  equal  to  the  distance  gone 

by  the  luggage  train  inx  +  180  minutes. 

Now,  by  arithmetical  progression^  we  find, 

distance  gone  by  luggage  train  in  first  twenty  minutes 

»  (40+  19  X  60)  10  »  11800  feet; 

and  its  maximum  speed  «  20  +  19  x  60  a  1160  feet  per  min. ; 

.*.  distance  gone  in  the  remaining  jt  +  160  minutes 

»  1160  X  +  185600  feet ; 

.*.  total  distance  ^  1160  a?  +  197400. 
Again, 

distance  gone  by  mail  in  first  twenty-five  minutes 

=  (180  +  24  X  90)  V  =  29250  feet; 

and  maximum  speed  »  90  +  24  x  90  »  2250  feet  per  minute ; 
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•'.  diiUnoe  gone  In  the  remeimng  «  —  25  minutes 
-  2250  X  -  56250  ; 
.*.  total  disUnce  2250  x  -  27000 
.-.2250.r  -  27000  »  II60«  +  197400, 

20440 

whence  »  -  tf^^  -  205^  -  3h.  25^  min. 
109 

QufiS.  121. — Propoiedbff  Tom  Tomkins, 

A  railway  train,  weighing  100  tons,  has  a  speed  of  30  miles  per  hour, 
on  a  level  rail^  when  the  steam  is  turned  off;  in  what  time  will  it  come  to 
a  state  of  rest,  allowing  the  friction  of  the  rail  to  be  8  lbs.  per  ton,  all  other 
resistances  being  neglected  ? 

Answered  by  Mr.  Levy,  Mr.  Sothem,  Mr.  0*Claxey,  Mr.  Salter, 

Mr.  Rule,  and  the  Proposer. 

30  X  5280 
Speed  of  the  train  per  second  «  --— — -—  =»  44  ft. 

'^  '^  60  X  60 

Hence  we  have  (see  Tate's  Exercises  on  Mechanics,  p.  89) 

*«.    ,  ,      ,.     ,  100  X  2240  x44«      -^.^oha 

Work  accumulated  in  the  train  = ^     ^^. 6740890. 

2x32^ 

Work  in  moring  the  train  oyer  1  foot  «  100  x  8  -  800; 
*•*  Koi  of  feet  moTed  OTcr  before  the  train  comes  to  a  state  of  rest 

6740890        „^„^ 
«  — T— —  -  8426. 
800 

Now,  since  the  resistance  of  friction  is  uniform,  we  hare 

_.  2  X  space         2  x  8426 

Time  -  — p-r—  «  — rr-  ^^ 

▼eloaty  44 

^  a»  383  sec.  B  6  min.  23  sec. 

LIST   OF   MATHEMATICAL  ANSWERS. 

W.  H.  Levy,  Shabbonrne,  ans.  118,  120, 121;  T.  Sothern,  Burtonwood,  ans.  il8, 
120,  121 ;  J.  Sheppard  ans.  118,  120,  121  ;  J.  Salter,  Durham,  ans.  120,  121;  Trigon, 
Ans.  120,  121 1  G.  Morris,  Gosport,  ans.  120,  121;  J.  O'Clazey,  Shincliffe,  ans.  120, 
121 ;  J.  Shotter,  ans.  120,  121 ;  J.  Rowlatt,  Evercreech,  sns.  120,  121 ;  T.  Rule,  Dur- 
ham, ans.  120,  121 ;  S.  Dyer,  Wanstead,  ans.  120,  121 ;  A.  M.  ans.  118,  120,  121  ; 
T.  Horsman,  London,  ans.  121. 


NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE   AH3WERED   IN   OUR    NuMBER   FOR   MaRCH,   1852. 

QuEs.   122. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Salter,  Durham, 

A  ball  is  discharged  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon  with  a  yelocity  of  800 
feet  per  second^  the  weight  of  the  ball  is  10  Ibs.^  and  the  Jength  of  the 
cannon  5  feet;  required  the  mean  pressure  of  the  expansive  vapour  upon 

QuM.  123. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Morris,  GospotL 

Two  parallel  chords  in  a  circle  are  respectively  a  and  6  feet  in  lengthy 
and  c  feet  apart ;  required  the  diameter  of  the  circle. 
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QuES.  124. — Proposed  by  Trigon, 

Given**       -yC  to  find*  and  y. 
y  ^  xj 

QuEs.  125. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Robinson^  Portsmouth. 
Two  circles  are  given  in  position  and  niagnitude  ;  it  is  required  to  de- 
termine the  locus  of  the  centre  of  a  third  circle,  which  shall  bisect  the  cir- 
cumferences of  the  two  given  circles. 

NOTICE  TO   OUR   MATHEMATICAL  CORRESPONDENTS, 

We  find  that  a  good  solution  was  given  to  question  118  in  the  Ladies* 
Diary  for  1837.  Our  correspondents  will  observe  that  there  is  a  slight 
typographical  error  in  the  first  printing  of  question  120. 


GENERAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CANDIDATES  FOR 
CERTIFICATES  OF   MERIT. 

Christmas,  1851. 
EUCLID. 
Section  I.— 1.  If  from  the  ends  of  the  sides  of  a  triangle  there  be  drawn  a  straight 
line  to  a  point  within  the  triangle,  these  shall  be  less  than  the  other  two  sides  of  the 
triangle^  but  shall  contain  a  greater  angle. 

2.  In  any  right-angled  triangle,  the  square  which  is  described  on  the  side  subtending 
the  right  angle  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  squares  described  upon  the  sides  which  con- 
tain the  right  angle. 

3.  If  a  straight  line  be  divided  into  any  two  parts,  the  squares  of  the  whole  line,  and 
of  one  of  the  parts,  are  equal  to  twice  the  rectangle  contained  by  the  whole  and  that 
part,  together  with  the  square  of  the  other  part. 

Section  II. — 1.  If  in  a  circle  two  straight  lines  cut  one  another,  which  do  not  pass 
through  the  centre,  they  do  not  bisect  each  other. 

2.  The  diameter  is  the  greatest  straight  line  in  a  circle ;  and  of  all  the  others,  that 
which  is  nearer  to  the  centre  is  always  greater  than  the  one  more  remote :  and  the 
greater  is  always  nearer  to  the  centre  than  the  less. 

3.  To  inscribe  a  circle  in  a  given  square. 

Section  III. — 1.  In  a  right-angled  triangle,  if  a  perpendicular  be  drawn  from  the 
right  angle  to  the  base,  the  triangles  on  each  side  of  it  are  similar  to  the  whole  triangle 
and  to  one  another. 

2.  Equal  triangles  which  have  one  angle  of  the  one  equal  to  one  angle  of  the  other, 
have  their  sides  about  their  equal  angles  reciprocally  proportional. 

3.  Equiangular  paralellograms  have  to  one  another  the  ratio  which  is  compounded  of 
the  ratios  of  their  sides. 

Section  IY. — 1.  Upon  a  given  base  to  describe  an  isosceles  triangle  equal  to  a  given 
rectangle. 

2.  To  find  a  point  within  a  triangle,  so  that  lines  drawn  to  the  angles  shall  divide  the 
triangle  into  three  equal  parts. 

3.  Show  that  the  lines  which  bisect  the  angles  of  a  parallelogram  form  a  rectangle. 

4.  The  perpendiculars  let  fall  from  the  three  angles  of  any  triangle  on  the  opposite 
sides,  intersect  each  other  in  the  same  point. 

MENSURA.TION. 

Section.  I. — 1.  Prove  the  rule  for  determining  the  area  of  a  triangle,  having  given 
the  base  and  the  perpendicular  upon  it  from  the  opposite  angle. 

2.  Prove  the  rule  for  finding  the  area  of  a  triangle,  having  given  the  sides. 

3.  Prove  the  formula  for  determining  the  volume  of  earth  taken  from  an  excavation ; 
known  as  the  Prismoidal  Formula. 

Section  II. — 1.  What  is  the  area  of  a  room  16  ft.  7  in.  long,  and  13  ft.  5  in.  wide  ? 
Prove  each  step  in  the  operation  and  interpret  each  in  the  result. 

2.  There  is  a  goblet  of  gold  the  price  of  which  is  £100.  What  would  be  the  price  of 
a  similar  goblet  which  would  contain  twice  as  much  ?  The  thickness  of  the  gold  in  the 
two  goblets  is  to  be  the  same. 
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3.  A  circular  ring  is  to  be  constructed  with  a  gifen  quantity  of  iron  so  as  to  have 
a  given  surface ;  the  section  of  the  iron  of  the  ring  is  to  be  square ;  determine  its 
dimensions. 

SCHOOL  MANAGEMENT. 

Section  I. — 1.  How  would  you  organize  a  school  of  100  children,  from  7  to  13  years 
of  age,  supposing  that  you  had  two  Pupil  Teachers  in  their  second  and  fourth  years  re- 
spectively ?  Draw  a  plan  of  the  School>room  you  would  prefer,  showing  the  arrangement 
of  the  classes,  and  of  the  forms  and  desks.  What  subjects  would  you  yourself  teach,  and 
what  would  you  assign  to  your  Pupil  Teachers  ? 

2.  What  different  methods  have  been  devised  for  organizing  Elementary  Schools? 
Illustrate  your  descriptions  of  these  by  diagrams,  state  which  of  them  you  yourself  prefer, 
and  the  reasons  for  that  preference. 

3.  What  objects  should  specially  be  kept  in  view  in  the  organization  of  a  School  ? 
What  are  the  advantages  resulting  from  a  good  organization,  and  what  are  those  elements 
of  a  good  School  which  no  organization,  however  good,  will  secure  ? 

Section  II. — 1.  Show  the  divisions  of  the  page  of  a  Register,  by  which  the  date  of 
the  transfer  of  each  boy  in  a  School  from  class  to  class  may  be  recorded  and  easily  re- 
ferred to.  What  would  be  the  advantages  of  using  such  a  Register  ?  What  other  means 
could  you  devise  for  recording  the  progress  which  each  child  is  making  ? 

2.  What  expedients  should  be  adopted  to  secure  a  regular  attendance  of  the  Children 
in  a  school  ?  What  are  those  qualities  of  the  Master  which  are  most  likely  to  promote 
this  regular  attendance  ? 

3.  Describe  some  of  the  characteristiic  defects  of  teaching  in  Elementary  Schools. 
Section  III. — 1.  What  are  the  characteristic  dangers  of  the  Schoolmaster's  pro- 
fession ;  1st,  with  reference  to  himself;  2nd,  with  reference  to  his  scholars  ? 

2.  In  what  respects  may  the  selfishness  of  a  Teacher  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
his  scholars  and,  to  his  own?  What  facilities  are  afforded  him  for  the  indulgence 
of  it  ? 

3.  What  ground  is  there  for  having  faith  in  edocation  ;  first,  from  Scripture  ;  secondly, 
from  reason  ?  Considering  the  education  of  children  to  be  going  on  partly  at  home  and 
partly  at  school,  state  in  what  respects  each  of  these  two  kinds  of  education  has  resources 
peculiar  to  itself,  and  advantages  over  the  other.  What  reasonable  ground  is  there  for 
confidence  in  a  good  School  education,  even  if  it  be  counteracted  by  the  education  of  the 
Home  ? 

HISTORY. 

Section  I. — 1.  Give  the  dates  of  the  following  events : — The  invasion  of  Britain  by 
Julius  Cesar.  The  withdrawal  of  the  Roman  troops.  The  establishment  of  the  Hep- 
tarchy. The  accession  of  Alfred.  The  Norman  Conquest.  The  accessions  of  Edward 
VI.,  of  Queen  Anne,  and  of  George  III. 

2.  State  what  Sovereign  was  reigning  in  England  at  the  commencement  of  each  cen- 
tury from  the  eleventh  to  the  nineteenth. 

Section  II. — 1.  Give  some  account  of  Britain  under  the  Romans. 

2.  What  were  the  dominions  of  Canute  ?  Who  divided  the  Sovereignty  of  England 
for  a  time  with  him  ?  Who  was  Edgar  Atheling  ?  Under  what  circumstances  did  the 
claims  of  Harold  and  William  of  Normandy  to  the  Throne  of  England  respectively  arise  ? 
In  whom,  and  through  what  lino  of  decent  were  the  Norman  and  Saxon  races  of  Kings 
united  ? 

3.  What  institutions  of  the  ancient  Germans,  brought  to  England  by  the  Saxons,  remain  ? 
What  was  the  Witenagemot  of  the  Saxons  ?  State  some  particulars  in  which  it  differed 
from  our  present  Parliament.  In  whose  reign,  for  what  reason,  and  by  whose  influence 
were  Knights  of  the  Shire  and  Burgesses  first  sant  to  Parliament  ? 

Section  III. — 1.  Give  some  account  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 

2.  Give  some  account  of  Lord  Strafford.  What  principal  battles  were  fought  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

3.  What  Wars  was  England  engaged  in  during  the  reign  of  George  III.,  and  under 
what  circumstances  ?   Give  some  account  of  the  Peninsular  campaign. 

Section  IV. — 1.  Under  what  circumstances  was  Canada  acquired  by  the  English  ? 

2.  What  is  the  history  of  the  settlement  and  progress  of  the  British  Colonies  in 
Australia  ? 

3.  Give  some  account  of  the  lives  of  Lord  Clive  and  Warren  Hastings. 

Section  V. — Give  some  account  of  one  of  the  following  eminent  persons  of  an- 
tiquity : — 

1.  Miltiades. 

2.  Hannibal. 

3.  Cicero. 
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PHYSICS. 

SiCTioN  I. — 1.  What  is  the  law  of  the  reflexion  of  light  ?  Account  for  the  image  of 
an  object  placed  at  any  distance  before  a  plane  mirrori  appearing  at  the  same  distance 
behind  it. 

2.  Account  for  the  separation  of  a  beam  of  light  into  its  different  coloured  rayi  by 
passing  through  a  prism. 

3.  Show  where  an  object  must  be  placed  before  a  concave  mirror  that  the  image  may 
be  greater  than  the  object.  Investigate  a  relation  between  the  distance  of  the  object, 
and  that  of  the  image  from  the  centre  of  the  sphere  of  whose  surface  the  mirror  forms 
a  part. 

Sbction  II. — 1.  A  magnetic  bar  when  suspended  from  its  centre  of  gratitj  does  not 
hang  horizontally ;  account  for  this. 

2.  What  is  meant  by  induced  magnetism  ?  Is  such  induced  magnetism  ever  produced 
in  the  iron  of  a  Ship,  and  by  what  cause  ?  Has  any  expedient  been  adopted  to  neutralize 
its  effect  on  the  compass  ;  and  what  ? 

3.  Explain  the  principle  of  the  Electric  Telegraph. 

Section  III. — 1.  Write  down  all  you  know  about  Oxygen.  What  has  it  to  do  with 
respiration  and  the  combustion  of  fuel  ? 

2.  How  may  Chlorine  be  obtained,  and  what  are  its  properties  ? 

S.  Give  some  account  of  the  compounds  of  Carbon. 

Sbction  IV. — 1.  What  motion  takes  place  in  water  when  heat  is  applied  to  the  bottom 
of  the  vessel  which  contains  it  ?  How  is  this  applied  in  the  hot  water  apparatus  for 
heating  apartments  ? 

2.  Why  does  ice  float  on  the  surface  of  the  water  in  which  it  is  formed  ?  What  ad- 
vantages result  from  this  property  of  Ice  ?  Why  is  it  that  leaden  pipes  are  burst  when 
the  water  in  them  is  frozen,  and  that  rocks  are  disintegrated  by  the  action  of  frost  ? 

3.  What  is  meant  by  the  law  of  combining  proportions  in  Chemistry  or  Chemical 
Equivalents  ?  Give  examples  of  it,  and  of  the  Chemical  nomenclature  formed  in  ac- 
cordance with  it. 

INDUSTRIAL  MECHANICS. 

Section  I. — 1.  On  what  point  will  a  bar  balance  which  is  6  feetlong^  and  which  car- 
ries at  one  extremity  a  weight  of  12  lbs.  and  at  the  other  of  29  lbs.,  supposing  the  bar  to 
be  without  weight  ?  If  the  bar  itself  weighs  20  lbs.  and  is  of  uniform  thickness,  what 
difference  will  this  make  in  the  position  of  the  fulcrum  ? 

2.  Investigate  a  rule  for  determining  the  work  necessary  to  raise  a  body  up  an  inclined 
plane  of  small  inclination;  taking  into  account  friction. 

3.  Explain  what  is  meant  by  the  specific  gravity  of  a  body  ?  Show  how  the  speciflc 
gravity  of  a  solid  may  be  found  ;  and  describe  and  explain  the  Hydrometer. 

Section  II. — 1.  What  is  the  working  horse  power  of  an  engine  which  raises  2000 
cubic  feet  an  hour  from  a  depth  of  80  fathoms  ? 

2.  The  velocity  of  a  torrent  is  30  feet  per  second  ;  and  its  section  is  two  square  feet  ; 
find  the  horse  power  of  an  undershot  wheel  which  should  apply  all  the  power  of  this 
torrent. 

3.  How  many  cubic  feet  of  water  must  an  engine  be  capable  of  evaporating  per 
minute,  that  it  may  work  at  400  horse  power,  the  mean  pressure  of  the  steam  in  the 
cylinder  being  451bs.  per  square  inch,  and  the  vacuum  resistance  being  neglected  ? 
N.B. — The  volume  to  which  a  cubic  foot  of  water  expands  itself  when  converted  into 

steam  at  45  lbs.  per  sq.  in.  pressure  is  610  cubic  ft. 
Section  III. — 1.  Describe  and  explain  the  Water  Ram. 

2.  Describe  and  explain  the  construction  of  the  D  valve  and  of  the  condenser  in  the 
condensing  steam  engine. 

3.  Describe  and  explain  the  construction  of  a  common  clock. 


Co  Correiirpontrmtie^. 

H.  S.  B. — ^We  will  endeavour  to  comply  with  your  request. 

By  mistake,  the  title  was  printed  for  Volume  IX.,  which  is  the  numbering  of  the  old 
Series.  The  Second  Series  having  been  hitherto  numbered  independently,  we  give  a 
cancel  title  to  Vol.  V. 

G.  L. — We  fear  we  cannot  help  you  to  "words  of  command;"  perhaps  a  rough  sketch 
on  the  black  board  might  assist  you.  The  master  must  himself  act  as  ''  fugleman,"  and 
the  word  of  command  may  be  gathered  from  the  context. 
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Sir, — I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  notice  which  you  gave,  in  one  of  the 
late  numbers  of  your  Journal,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cambridge 
Industrial  School,  and  also  for  the  offer  which  you  made  of  your  pages 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  designs  of  such  institutions.  As  1 
consider  the  establi^ment  and  success  of  our  school  at  Cambridge  to  be 
of  far  tnore  than  local  interest  and  local  advantage,  I  venture  to  trespass 
on  your  kindness  with  a  few  remarks  respecting  what  we  have  endea- 
voured to  do,  what  we  have  succeeded  in  doing,  and  what  I,  for  my 
own  part,  should  venture  to  recommend  others  to  do,  in  the  matter  of 
industrial  schools. 

When  I  endeavour  to  describe  to  myself  the  nature  and  scope  of  the 
Cambridge  Industrial  School,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  can  be  most  appro- 
priately defined  as  an  Anti-idleness  Institution.  It  is  not  strictly  reforma- 
tory, though  partially  so ;  it  is  not  an  artificial  method  of  cheap  appren- 
ticing, respect  for  political  economy  forbids  this,  nevertheless  it  has  been 
and  will  be  serviceable  in  assisting  poor  lads  to  become  apprentices ; 
neither  is  it  a  school  for  emigration,  though  we  are  anxious  to  afford  the 
opportunity  of  emigrating  with  advantage ;  but  it  includes  these  and 
other  ends,  upon  the  great  principle  that  if  you  make  a  man  industrious 
and  teach  him  to  guide  his  conduct  by  right  principles,  you  do  reform 
him,  you  do  make  it  easy  for  him  to  find  a  master  and  work,  or  if  not, 
you  give  him  the  spirit  and  the  power  of  seeking  a  livelihood  where 
work  is  more  plentiful.  If,  therefore,  the  Cambridge  School  is  to  be 
expressed  by  one  simple  formula,  I  should  wish  it  to  be  regarded  as  an 
institution  for  the  suppression  or  abatement  of  juvenile  idleness ;  and  if 
we  are  successful  in  attaining  this  end,  I  think  that  philanthropists  of  all 
shades  of  opinion  will  agree  that  we  have  done  a  good  work. 

Now  I  am  ^prepared  to  maintain,  that  we  have  had  very  remarkable 
success  in  carrying  out  our  purpose.     At  the  public  meeting  of  which 
you  gave  a  notice  in  your  Journal,  (held  in  October,  1851,)  enough  was 
said  to  convince  (as  I  think)  any  one  who  gave  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  I  know  that  it  did  convince  many,  that  the  Industrial  School  is  doing 
a  valuable  work ;  and  the  Annual  Report,  which  will  be  published  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months,  (and  of  which  I  will  take  care  to  forward  you  a 
copy,)  will  enable  us  to  put  the  same  result  in  a  still  stronger  light.     I 
shall  not,  therefore,  now  trouble  you  with  details,  but  shall  content  my- 
self with  stating,  that  in  every  particular  the  intentions  of  the  founders 
of  the  school  have  been  realized :  we  have  been  able  to  reclaim  many 
boys  whom  idleness  was  fast  leading  to  ruin ;  several  we  have  enabled  to 
become  apprentices  on  advantageous  terms  ;  several  have  obtained  situa- 
tions in  virtue  of  the  habits  and  the  character  which  they  have  gained  in 
the  school ;  and  some  are  preparing  for  emigration.     It  is  in  no  spirit  of 
boasting,  I  trust,  that  I  make  these  assertions ;   I  desire  to  be  merely 
thankful  for  the  blessing  which  has,  to  a  degree  which  I  never  ventured  to 
anticipate,  rested  upon  our  labours;  but  I  deem  it  to  be  a  duty  to  make 
known  what  has  been  done  here,  because  I  consider  every  successful 
experiment  in  contending  with  the  evils  of  our  times  to  be  public  pro- 
perty ;  and  it  is  as  undesirable  as  it  is  impossible  that  the  experiment 
which  has  been  successful  here  should  be  confined  to  Cambridge:     Al- 
ready we  have  received  many  applications  for  information  and  advice 
concerning  industrial   schools ;    and   the   applications   have   been   w  th 
respect  to  industrial  schools  of  two  kinds,  (1.)  for  boys  such  as  those  in 

VOL.  V. — NO.  III.  ^ 
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the  Cambridge  School,  of  thirteen  years  old  and  upward  ;  (2.)  ordinary 
national  schools,  which  the  managers  desire  (if  I  may  use. the  expression) 
to  industrialize.  I  wish  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  remarks  concerning 
each  of  these  classes  of  schools. 

(I.)  We  have  demonstrated,  that  amongst  the  unemployed  boys  of  a 
large  or  middle-sized  town  a  number  may  be  found  who  are  willing 
to  work  hard  for  a  very  small  direct  reward ;  we  have  shown  that  these 
boys,  generally  most  rough   and  rude,  may  by  juc^ious  management 
be  rendered  docile,  and,  comparatively  speaking,  gentle.     Now  this  is, 
in  the  phrase  of  the  day,  a  great  fact  y  and  so  great  a  fact,  that  it  seems 
to  me  to  warrant  the  conclusion,  that  every  moderate-sized  town  ought  to 
be  supplied  with  an  industrial  school,  as  one  of  the  best  moral  agents 
which  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  evils  of  the  juvenile  population. 
By  means  of  such  a  school  you  may  be  able  to  get  at  a  disease  which  by 
other  means  you  cannot  touch;  a  disease,  be  it  observed,  undoubtedly 
chronic,  knd  requiring  not  an  occasional  dose,  but  a  system  of  treat- 
ment with  a  view  to  its  mitigation.     How  such  schools  are  to  be  sup- 
ported may  in  many  cases  be  a  difficulty ;  but,  in  the  first  place,  the 
good  which  they  effect  is  so  tangible  and  practical,  that  I  suspect  it  will 
be  found  that  many  will  contribute  to  their  maintenance  who  will  not 
assist  in  schools  the  result  of  which  is  more  distant ;  in  the  next  place,  if 
a  considerable  space  of  ground  be  under  cultivation,  the  schools  will 
tend  to  support  themselves,  though  perhaps  they  may  never  do  so  entirely  ; 
again,  it  is  so  manifestly  a  matter  of  economy  to  a  parish  to  have  such  a 
school,  that  it  seems  not  hopeless  to  imagine  that  something  may  be  done 
in  the  way  of  public  support  by  corporations,  or  by  payments  made  by 
the  parish  for  pauper  children ;    and  lastly,  the   Committee  of  Privy 
Council  on  Education  are  liberal  in  the   support  of  such  institutions, 
making  grants  for  tools,  paying  part  of  the  rent  of  the  land,  and  the  like, 
in  addition  to  their  ordinary  grants  for  building  purposes.     These  con- 
siderations make  me  hope,  that  the  support  of  industrial  schools  may  not 
be  so  difficult  a  matter  as  might  appear ;  and  I  hope  to  live  to  see  the 
time  when  they  will  be  as  recognised  a  part'  of  the  moral  agency  of  a 
town  as  national  schools  are  at  present.     I  would  respectfully  suggest  to 
the  promoters  of  such  schools,  that  the  great  danger  we  have  to  guard 
against  is  that  of  putting  a  premium  upon  idleness,  by  making  the  con- 
dition of  the  industrial-school  boy  more  to  be  desired  than  that  of  a  boy 
who  has  been  brought  up  by  his  parents  in  a  proper  manner;  our  safe- 
guard must  be,  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  the  strictness  of  our  discipline, 
and  the  smallness  of  the  inducement  in  the  way  of  food,  and  the  like, 
held  out  to  ensure  attendance.     We  have  also  this  additional  safeguard, 
that  an  industrial  school  is  open  to  all,  and  if  any  parent  thinks  that  his 
child  will  be  benefited  by  attendance  at  it,  he  has  only  to  apply  for 
admission.     The  great  principle  of  industrial  schools  should  be,  to  admit 
boys  indiscriminately,  without  reference  to  previous  character,  whether 
bad  or  good,  rejecting  boys,  of  course,  if  upon  trial  they  are  found  to  be 
a  source  of  mischief  in  the  school ;  and  if  this  principle  be  adhered  to, 
I  think  we  shall  not  be  in  danger  of  putting  a  premium  upon  vice  or 
idleness.     And  so  much  for  industrial  schools  for  the  older  class  of  boys, 
such  as  that  established  in  Cambridge. 

(2.)  With  regard  to  the  industrializing  of  national  schools,  I  think 
that  the  judgment  of  many  persons  practically  acquainted  with  the  pre- 
sent system  of  school  management  is  setting  very  much  in  this  direction. 
There  are  several  reasons  why  it  appears  to  me  extremely  desirable  *o 
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throw  a  good  deal  of  the  industrial  element  into  our  ordinary  national 
schools,  and  I  believe  that  this  will,  in  fact,  be  the  next  phase  of  the 
educational  movement  in  this  country.      In  the  first  place,  I  am   in- 
clined to  think,  that  if  a  certain  portion  of  time  were  allotted  daily  to 
industrial  employment,   especially   out-of-door  occupations,   the  effect 
would  be  this — the  children  would  be  so  far  refreshed  that  the  remahider 
of  the  day  would  probably  be  as  productive  intellectually  as  the  whole 
day  is  now  found  to  be,  not  to  mention  the  advantage  in  the  way  of 
health  and  comfort  to  the  master ;  this  is  a  point  concerning  which  I 
should  feel  much  interest  in  knowing  the  result  when  the  experiment  has 
been  tried.     There  is  considerable  danger  of  making  children,  under  the 
present  system,  heavy  and  bookish,  rather  than  useful  and  handy,  as  it 
is  called  ;  at  least  this  is  my  impression.     But,  again,  an  infusion  of  the 
industrial  element  is  valuable  from  its  direct  bearing  upon  the  boy's 
future  pursuits ;  the  poor  man's  life  is  essentially  a  practical  active  life, 
and  its  foundation  can  scarcely  be  of  the  right  kind  if  purely  intellec- 
tual ;  in  fact,  I  think  we  have  been  misled  in  this  matter,  by  following  the 
analogy  of  the  higher  kinds  of  education,  without  observing  this  im- 
portant difference,  that  whereas  a  man  of  liberal  education  is  to  live  by 
his  intellect,  the  poor  man  is  to  live  very  much  more  by  the  mere  labour 
of  the  hand,  a  part  of  his  body  the  use  of  which  is  scarcely  recognised 
in    the   ordinary  system  of   schools.      It    is   worthy   of  consideration, 
alsoy  whether  the  addition  of  some  industrial  employment  would  not 
have  the  effect  of  retaining  the  children  longer  in  our  schools,  whether 
parents  would  not  be  more  likely  to  make  an  effort  to  maintain  their 
children  at  school,  if  they  were  able  to  see  the  direct  bearing  which  the 
school  had  upon  their  children's  worldly  prospects.    If  this  effect  should 
be  in  any  degree  produced,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  most  important  one, 
because  every  one  is  aware  that  one  of  the  main  difficulties  with  which 
we  have  to  contend,  especially  in  country  places,  is  the  short  stay  which 
the  children  make  in  the  schools.     And  the  same  argument  might  pos- 
sibly have  weight  with  the  farmers,  or  other  employers  of  children ; 
that  is,  they  might  be  willing  to  make  an  effort  to  allow  the  children  a 
linger  period  of  schooling,  if  they  believed  that  they  were  thereby  be- 
coming,  or  likely  to   become,  more  skilful  and  "handy"  lads.     Of 
course,  if  we  felt  persuaded  that  the  parents  and  farmers  had  no  reason 
on  their  side,  we  should  be  bound  to  oppose  their  views ;  but  I  cannot 
help  believing,  that  judicious  persons  will  very  generally  allow,  that  it  is 
a  mistake  to  lay  so  entirely  intellectual  a  foundation  for  a  working  man's 
future  life  as  that  which  is  customary  at  present. 

The  introduction  of  industrial  employments  into  national  schools 
seems  to  involve  nothing  more  than  the  hire  of  a  piece  of  ground,  half 
the  rent  of  which  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  will  pay,  the  purchase 
of  some  tools,  towards  which  the  same  parties  will  make  a  grant,  and 
proper  qualifications  on  the  part  of  the  schoolmaster.  The  dinner  which 
is  given  in  the  Cambridge  Industrial  School  need  form  no  part  of  the 
arrangement,  any  more  than  in  National  Schools  at  present.  Thus  the 
expense  of  industrializing  a  National  School  would  appear  to  be  not 
great,  and  the  process  in  general  simple. 

My  remarks,  in  this  letter,  have  been  confined  entirely  to  schools  for 
boys;  I  believe  that  a  similar  improvement  in  our  Girls'  National  Schools 
will  very  soon  take  place,  and  rejoice  that  it  should  be  so  ;  but  I  refrain 
from  entering  upon  this  subject  now,  having  already  trespassed  suffi- 
ciently upon  your  kindness. 
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I  am  led  to  address  this  letter  to  you,  because  I  wist  to  take  every 
opportunity  of  giving  publicity  to  the  working  of  industrial  schools.  They 
afford  a  plain  practical  way  of  doing  good ;  we,  at  Cambridge,  are  able 
to  assert  the  possibility  of  carrying  them  on  with  success.  I  am  jpon- 
vinced  that  no  one  can  visit  our  Cambridge  School  without  being  sure 
that  it  is  a  great  moral  engine,  that  it  is  really  doing  work ;  and  it  is 
matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  us,  that  already  the  desire  of  similar  insti- 
tutions has  been  manifested  in  a  number  of  towns,  from  which  applica- 
tions for  information  have  been  sent.  Let  me  assure  the  readers  of  your 
Journal,  that  nothing  will  gratify  the  Committee  of  the  Cambridge  Indus- 
trial School  more  than  that,  the  School  should  be  visited  by  those  who 
would  wish  to  see  its  working,  and  that  all  information  relative  to  it  will 
be  most  cheerfully  supplied, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

Harvey  Goodw;j{, 

Cambridge,  Feb.  10,  1852. 


NOTES  FROM  LEV  ANA. 

RiCHTEB.  thinks,  probably  with  some  truth,  that  courage  may  be  made  a 
matter  of  education. 

"The  ancient  Danes  did  not  even  wink  the  eye  at  wounds  in  the  face.  W^^J 
was  formerly  attained  by  whole  nations,  and  consequently  was  not  the  gut  of 
birth,  but  of  education,  this  surely  must  be  suflficiently  easy  to  repeat  m  mdH 
viduals." 

Something  of  an  <J  priori  argument  might  be  built  up  to  show  that  the 
mind  may  be  fortified  and  rendered  robust  by  familiarity  with  scenes  of 
bloodshed  and  torture.  The  great  Windham  somewhat  profaned  hw  elo- 
quence in  support  of  a  national  discipline  founded  on  this  Idea.  Richter, 
though  so  earnest  an  advocate  of  all  corroborating  influences,  gives  no 
place  to  this : 

"A  hunter  should  never  punish  his  hounds  with  true  hunter's  cruelty  heforq 
a  child No  domestic  animal  should  ever  be  killed  in  a  child's  pre- 


sence." 


Sir  Thomas  More  died  like  a  hero,  and  this  reminds  us  of  a  passage  in 
his  "  Utopia : " 

^'  They  suffer  none  of  their  citijBeiis  to  kill  their  cattle,  because  they  think  that 
pity  and  good  nature,  which  are  among  the  best  of  those  affections  that  ar§  porn 
with  us,  are  much  impaired  by  the  butchering  of  animals." 

Even  suppose  we  admit  that  a  spirit  of  daring  may  sometimes  be  en* 
gendered  by  a  familiarity  with  sights  and  sounds  of  pain,  still  we  should 
be  wrong  in  ensuring  brutality  because  it  may  possibly  include  boldness, 
for  a  mere  chance  it  is,  and  no  more.  It  certainly  may  be  confuted  by  the 
mo^t  vulgar  instances.  Any  I/)ndoo  police-iheet  will  6b0w  that  your 
tailor  is  tp  the  full  as  pugnacious  and  as  pertinacious  as  your  butcheft  It 
is  important  to  disconnect  barbarity  from  boldness.  The  Athenians  boasted 
with  justice  that  they  could  leap  at  once  from  the  banquet  to  the  battle- 
field, and  stand  their  ground  against  the  less  humanized  disciples  of  l.y- 
curgus.  The  Roman  populace  never  took  so  much  delight  in  the  b|oQdy 
arena  as  at  th^  time  when,  unable  or  unwilling  to  defend  themselves,  tbey 
shrunk  behind  the  shield  of  foreign  auxiliaries.  In  spito  of  their  iai)gui« 
nary  selfishness   few  of  the  great  warriors  either  of  ancient  or  modoin 
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times  have  been  gratuitously  cruel ;  nay,  most  of  them,  by  one  or  more 
signal  acts,  have  done  homage  to  mercy  and  generosity.  Domitian, 
whose  cruelties  ranged  from  a  fly  to  a  senator,  was  a  dastard  ;  and  Nero 
proved  himself  to  be  another.  Caligula  triumphed  over  periwinkles.  The 
cow-milking  Swiss  have  shown  themselves  no  less  brave  than  the  bull- 
fighting Spaniards — than  those  Condottieri^  who  lived  in  mail,  and  literally 
reaped  their  daily  bread  from  the  iron  harvests  of  the  battle-field.  The 
English  lost  none  of  their  prowess  in  war  when  the  dangerous  tourna- 
ment had  ceased  to  be  a  necessary  part  of  the  training  of  knights  and 
gentlemen.  The  missionary  to  spread  his  faith,  the  merchant  to  extend 
his  commerce,  in  spite  of  their  peaceful  training,  have  hazarded  dangers 
at  which  many  a  warrior  would  have  shuddered.  A  strong  feeling  of 
right,  nay,  a  good  stiff  prejudice,  will  make  a  man  bear  more,  and  dare 
morcy  than  any  disciplined  indifference  to  spectacles  of  agony.  Fear  has 
oftener  than  courage  defended  itself  by  cruelty.  It  dictated  half  the 
atrocities  of  the  worst  periods  of  the  great  revolution  in  France.  We  sub- 
join the  following  striking  passage  on  the  miseries  of  war : — 

''  We  should  endeavour  to  verify  the  expressions  of  history,  or  a  newspsper* 
so  short,  so  slightly  passed  over :  '  Battle  field,  distress  of  the  besieged,  a  bun* 
dred  waggons  of  wounded,"  which,  by  their  perpetual  repetition  have  passed  from 
living  figurs  to  paintings,  and,  lastly,  to  mere  sounds.  We  should  picture  them 
in  all  their  terrible  details,  in  the  suffering  which  one  waggon  bears  and  fearfully 
increases,  in  the  one  agonising  day  of  a  single  fainting  and  dying  soldier.  Not 
only  history,  in  which  all  ages  and  nations  bleed,  but  our  common  newspapers, 
and  way  of  speaking,  and  the  scientific  preparations  for  surgical  assistance, 
change  wounds  into  words.  Hence  the  same  statesman  who  tranquilly  observes 
the  hygrometer  of  war's  bloody  rain,  and  cheerfully  orders  a  bath  of  blood  for 
two  nations,  is  overcome  bv  the  wounds  and  tears  of  a  stage-play,  merely  because 
the  poet's  art  transforms  the  words  back  to  their  living  meaning," 

*'  Nothing  is  more  infectious  than  fear  and  courage,  but  the  father's  fear  is 
doubled  in  the  child.  .  ,  .  The  father  should  never  come  before  his  chil- 
dren with  a  melancholy  penitential  face ;  ....  let  him  have  no  other  copies 
of  his  lamentations  and  liber  tristium,  than  one  for  his  wife,  and  friend.  The 
opposite  is  generally  the  case ;  it  is  in  some  hole  in  the  shore  that  the  ex- 
ternally-armed lobster  casts  its  shell,  and  it  is  in  the  nest,  with  its  poor  little 
ones,  that  the  bold  eagle  moults,  permitting  them  only  to  se^  its  domestic  cow- 
ardice, not  its  public  courage." 

**  What,  from  the  Fakeer  to  the  martyrs  of  Christianity,  of  love,  of  duty,  to 
those  who  sacrificed  their  lives  for  liberty,  has  vanquished  pain,  opinion,  desire, 
torture  ?  One  ruling  idea  in  the  heart.  Implant,  then,  in  the  boy,  some  such 
living  idea,  were  it  but  that  of  honour,  and  he  is  fit  to  become  a  man.  Every 
fear  may  be  overcome  by  placing  it  clearly  before  him." 

^' Those  who  are  obedient  onlv  from  fear  become  mechanical  automata, 
hypocrites,  flatterers,  and  are  totally  ungovernable  when  behind  the  back  of 
their  drivers.  A  child  is  by  nature  a  Diogenes  to  every  Alexander,  and  a  gentle 
Alexander  to  every  Diogenes ;  never  let  that  enervating  humility  tgwards  rank 
approach  him." 

*^Let  the  boy  aim  at  a  long  course  of  activity,  not  of  pleasure.  Enjoyment 
soon  wearies  both  itself  and  us;  effort,  never."  "The  stedfast  volition  which 
tranquilizes  every  mental  tumult  does  not  presuppose  any  mere  single  object ; 
but  tne  grand  final  aim  of  life." 

In  the  section  on  Truthfulness  there  are  some  good  remarks,  showing, 
by  the  numerous  permitted  insincerities  in  the  common  dealings  of  society, 
the  much  greater  abhorrence  mankind  feel  for  spoken,  than  for  an  aeted 
untruth.  False  hair,  false  teeth,  false  compliments,  coined  smiles,  legal 
fictions^  stratagems  in  war^  do  not  produce  self-contempt,  and  the  con- 
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tempt  of  others,  like  the  uttered  lie.     For  this  he  gives  reasons  which  we 
have  not  space  to  notice.     When  there  is  danger  of  a  lie, 


"  The  younger  the  child  is,  the  fewer  questions  you  ought  'to  ask.  .  .  .  Do 
you  not  consider  that  you  apply  a  fiery  trial,  such  as  Hubs  and  other  martyrs 
have  endured,  to  children,  .  .  .  when,  hy  your  concealed  anger,  and  the 
prospect  of  punishment  after  confession,  you  place  them  in  the  dangerous 
position  of  choosing  whether  they  will  obey  instinct  or  an  idea  .  .  .  The 
more  free  the  education,  the  more  truthful  is  the  child."  .  .  .  •  ^  I^o  not 
despise  all  kinds  of  little  helps :  do  not  press  the  child  for  an  immediate'answer* 
a  lie  easily  escapes  from  haste,  and  must  then  be  supported  by  another." 

The  affections — Love. 

y  You  plant  the  selfish  weed,  instead  of  eradicating  it,  if,  in  the  presence  of 
children,  you  pass  contemptuous,  though  just,  judgments  on  your  neighbours 
or  even  your  town.  How  else  can  the  child  learn  to  love  the  world  than  by 
learning  to  love  what  is  daily  around  him  ?  And,  can  we  love  what  we  despise  ? 
Or,  wiU  your  sermons  warm  him  to  love  what  you  have  taught  him  to  scorn  ? 
.  .  .  .  You  reveal  the  form  of  love  to  a  child,  less  by  self-sacrificing  ac- 
tions— for  these  he,  as  yet  unreasoning  and  selfish,  does  not  regard — than  by 
the  mother-tongue  of  love — ^affectionate  words,  and  looks.  Do  not  in  any 
instance  require  love.  Among  grown-up  persons  would  a  declaration  of  afifec- 
tion,  if  commanded  and  prescribed,  be  well  received  ?"  *'  In  much  travelling^ 
children  every  day  fall  upon  new  people,  new  rooms,'  new  servants,  new  guests, 
towards  whom  it  is  impossible,  from  mere  lack  of  time,  for  the  young  heart  to 
experience  any  burst  of  sympathy." 

The  question  is  a  doubtful  one,  but  perhaps  there  is  some  reason  in 
Richter*s  suggestion,  that  severe  punishments  should  not  take  place  in  the 
presence  of  other  children,  lest  they  should  either  sympathize  too  much 
with  the  victim,  or  too  much  with  the  master ;  and  learn  to  enjoy  the 
feeling  of  a  fellow's  pain.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  the  latter  tendency  in 
the  young.  Shakespeare  saw  this,  who  makes  a  servant  lad  say,  when 
his  companion  is  going  to  be  punished,  '*  I  will  after,  and  rejoice  in  the 
boy's  correction.*' 

The  sections  on  Modesty,  male  and  female,  are  good. 

''To  insure  modesty  I  would  advise,  (up  to  a  certain  age  of  course)  the  edu- 
cating of  the  sexes  together ;  for  two  boys  will  preserve  twelve  girls,  or  two 
girls,  twelve  boys  innocent,  amidst  winks,  jokes,  and  improprieties,  inerely  by 
that  instinctive  sense  which  is  the  forerunner  of  matured  modesty." 

Some  good  hints  are  given  to  parents  as  to  how  they  are  to  deal  with 
what  Wordsworth,  in  his  Essay  of  Epitaphs,  calls  **  that  early,  obstinate, 
unappeasable  inquisitiveness  of  children  upon  the  subject  of  origination,'' 
at  which  Lord  Herbert  tells  us  his  nurses  laughed  when  he  put  his  ques- 
tions. 

Intellectual  education : — 

"  Speak  very  much  and  very  clearlv  and  oblige  them  to  be  definite  in  the 
afifairs  of  every-day  life."  "  Do  not  fear  the  unintelligibleness  even  of  whole 
sentences,  your  mien,  your  accent,  and  the  ardent  desire  of  understanding 
explain  one  half,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  time,  the  other.  Always  employ  a 
language  some  years  in  advance  of  the  child." 


We  rejoice  to  extract  the  following  :— 

"  Granmiar,  as  the  logic  of  the  tongue,  the  first  philosophy  of  reflection,  does 
much.  .  .  .  During  immaturity,  this  kind  of  knowledge, is  better  obtained 
through  the  grammar  of  a  foreign  language  than  through  our  own,  which  is 
more  indissolubly  blended  with  sensation." 
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This  is  the  echo  of  Bacon,  in  his  **  Advancement  of  Learning," — **A% 
man  hath  striven  against  the  first  general  carse  by  the  invention  of  all 
other  arts ;  so  hath  he  sought  to  come  forth  of  the  second  general  curse, 
ivhich  was  the  confusion  of  tongues,  by  the  art  of  grammar;  whereof  the 
use  in  a  mother  tongue  is  small;  in  a  foreign  tongue  more;  but  most  in 
such  foreign  tongues  as  have  ceased  to  be  vulgar  tongues,  and  are  turned 
into  learned  tongues." 

"  A  foreign  language^''  continues  Richter,  '*  particularly  the  Latin^  is  among 
the  healthiest  early  exercises  of  the  power  of  tninking/' 

"  The  writing  of  one  page  excites  the  desire  of  learning  more  strongly  than 
the  reading  of  a  whole  book !  Many  readers  of  select  school  libraries  are 
scarcely  able  to  write  a  clear  and  good  account  of  a  fatal  accident,  and  a  request 
for  charitable  assistance,  to  a  weekly  newspaper." 

^'  The  laws  of  their  order  forbid  the  Jesuits  to  study  longer  than  two  nours, 
but  your  school  laws  command  little  children  to  studv,  that  is  to  be  attentive, 
as  long  as  older  people  can  teach,  it  is  quite  too  much. 

"  Pay  attention  to  the  attention  manifested  by  your  children,  so  th^t  you  may 
not,  to  the  injury  of  the  entire  future  life,  demand  from  genius  the  very  opposite 
qualities  to  those  which  it  possesses ;  watch  this  instinct-like  attention  which  is 
waiting  in  the  child  till  its  proper  object  is  manifested." 

*'  Our  hasy  and  inconstant  age,  fuller  of  dreams  than  of  poems,  of  phantasms 
than  of  imagination,  has  great  need  of  the  clear  accurate  eye  of  mathematics 
and  of  firm  hold  upon  reality." 

After  the  steady  consecutive  attention  demanded  by  the  mathematics 
he  suggests  a  novel,  but  by  no  means  a  bad  method  of  relief — a  kind  of 
saturnalia  of  sharp  remarks,  riddle-making,  witty  repartees,  and  allusions. 
As  a  schoolmaster  (for  he  informs  us  that  he  had  the  care  of  ten  children 
of  different  ages  and  sexes  for  three  years)  he  tried  this,  and,  as  he  thinks, 
with  beneficial  results.  We  have  observed  in  boys  fond  of  mathematics  an 
extreme  slowness  in  transferring  thought,  and  of  seeing  ideas  in  their  less 
regular,  and  more  accidental  relations.  Now,  the  great  variety  in  the 
nature  of  the  (juestions  which  necessarily  occur  in  a  good  classical  con- 
struing and  parsing  lesson,  forms  an  excellent  corrective  for  the  cold  per- 
sistency of  the  mathematical  chain,  and  with  this  relief  we  have  hitherto 
been  content ;  but,  even  here,  Jean  Paul  would  say  that  there  is  too 
much  constraint  for  the  purpose  aimed  at,  and  we  by  no  means  decide 
that  he  is  wrong.  The  epigrams  in  which  (instead  of  regular  exercises) 
the  wits  of  the  boys  are  allowed  to  run  riot  for  a  fortnight  or  a  month  in 
the  year  at  one  of  our  public  schools,  may  have  been  at  first  a  recogni- 
tion of  this  principle. 

*'  A  cotemporaneous  multiplicity  of  sciences  is  not  adapted  to  early  youth." 
'*  There  is  one  mental  talisman  even  for  the  memory — I  mean  the  charm  of 

the  object.    A  woman  retains  the  titles  of  books  with  as  much  difficulty  as  her 

learned  husband  does  the  names  of  fashionable  dresses." 

Sense  of  the  Beautiful. 

"  The  inner  world  is  the  remedy  or  antidote  of  the  man  of  business,  as  the 
external  universe  is  of  the  philosopher.  Poetry,  as  the  happy  union  of  both 
worlds,  promotes  the  higher  welfare  of  both." 

He  recommends  the  study  of  the  national  poets,  in  the  following  admir- 
able passage : — 

••  The  quickest  comprehension,  and  perception  of  all  the  secondary  tints  in  a 
poet's  work,  the  intensest  feeling  for  its  subject,  the  wdest  embrace  of  its  aim, 
and  of  its  humour--all  this  is  only  possible  to  the  reader  of  his  own  country- 
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men,  not  of  any  foreign  wonderful  being.  If  the  actaal  conditions  of  his 
native  country  help  the  poet  to  colour,  they  also  help  the  reader  to  see.  At 
hprne^  and  at  school,  let  the  native  poets  be  first  placed  on  the  altar." 

He  reveres  the  higher  classics  so  much  that  he  would  not  have  them 
commenced  too  early,  ''  desecrated  into  books  for  teaching  the  alphabet 
and  reading ; "  but^  ^*  the  present  ranks  of  humanity  would  sink  irrecover- 
ably if  the  youth  did  not  take  its  way  through  the  silent  temple  of  the 
mighty  past,  into  the  market-place  of  after  life.  Not  to  know  the  ancients 
is  to  be  an  ephemeron,  which  neither  sees  the  sun  rise  nor  set." 

A  thorough  unflinching  consistency,  such  as  will  bear  scrutiny  in  all 
points,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  rarest  perfections  to  be  met  with  in  any  work, 
no  matter  what  its  subject ;  nor  ought  we  to  look  for  it  over  strictly  in  a 
book  like  that  before  us,  full  of  ideas,  some  fairly  drawn  out,  and  some 
merely  in  embryo.  Some  even  of  the  thoughts  and  suggestions  which  we 
have  quoted  are  o£fered  rather  for  consideration  than  adoption,  and  this  is 
still  more  the  case  with  those  portions  of  the  volume  which  we  have  passed 
over  without  comment.  Into  the  metaphysical  parts  it  has  been,  of  course, 
in  these  brief  notices,  impossible  to  enter ;  but  the  author  has,  on  the 
whole,  been  very  sparing  of  such  disquisitions,  and  the  few  dark  passages 
are  at  least  lighted  up  by  some  sparkling  idea,  of  which  the  mere  torch- 
light of  common  sense  is  sufficient  to  show  the  brilliancy.  Nor  do  we 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  any  religious  opinions  stated,  or  insinuated, 
though  we  believe  that  there  are  not,  at  the  utmost,  above  two  or  three 
passages  which  could  give  offence  to  reasonable  men.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  training  given  by  religious  persons  to  their  children  is  well  known  not 
to  be  so  infallibly  successful,  or  happy  in  its  effects,  as  to  justify  them  in 
altogether  setting  aside  the  advice  of  a  sensible  though  worldly  man,  with 
regard  to  the  practical  matters  of  education,  and  that  not  merely  as  re- 
gards subjects  and  methods.  Honest,  well-meaning,  and  even  pious  pa- 
rents are  often  eminently  ignorant  with  respect  to  mental  processes,  and 
injudicious  even  in  matters  of  moral  training,  nor  do  they  always  know 
how  to  give  efficacy  to  their  principles,  or  to  make  them  acceptable  to 
their  children. 

In  conclusion,  we  should  state  that,  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of  read- 
ers, we  have  chosen  the  simpler  instances  to  show  Jean  PauKs  genius  for 
illustration.  For  though,  in  his  allusions,  there  is  often  the  double  benefit 
of  simile  and  information,  it  frequently  happens  that  his  metaphors,  &c., 
would  scarcely  be  intelligible  to  any  but  well-read  men.  In  this  respect 
even,  his  own  countrymen  allow  that  he  is  a  difficult  writer.  Those  who, 
by  our  recommendation,  have  been  tempted  to  peruse  the  book,  will,  we 
are  sure,  forgive  us  for  not  being  over  critical.  The  ancients  tell  us,  that 
the  sweet  odours  of  its  herbs  and  wild  flowers  put  the  dogs  at  fault,  and 
made  the  chase  impossible,  in  the  woods  of  Mount  ^tna. 

GYMNASTICS. 

{Continued  firom  p.  47.) 

Action  63.  In  this  action  the  gymnast  walks  on 
the  hands  along  the  pole ;  the  hands  being  placed 
over  the  pole  on  the  same  side  with  the  body  (fig. 

36,  No.  1). 

Action  f)4.  This  action  is  the  same  as  the  pre- 
ceding ;  only  that  the  hands  are  under,  or  grasping 
No?2   Fig.  36    No^i       ^^®  P°'®  ^"  *^^®  opposite  sidc  of  the  body. 
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Action  65.  In  this  the  gymnast  walks  from  one  end  of  the  pole  to  thj 
other  ;  the  bands  being  placed  over  the  pole  on  each  side,  face  opposit  ? 
the  upright  post ;  first  forwards  to  one  end,  then  backwards  to  the  other 
(fig.  36,  No.  2). 

Action,  66.  This  action  consists  in  rising  up 
and  looking  over  the  pole,  hands  oyer,  three  times 
(fig.  37,  No.  1). 

Action  67.  The  same  as  the  preceding,  only 
with  the  hands  under  (fig.  37,  No.  2). 

No.  2.   Fig.  37.  No.l. 

Action  68.  The  hands  are  to  be  placed  on  each  side  of  the  pole,  and 
then  the  shoulders  are  to  be  brought  alternately  up  to  the  pole;  each 
shoulder  three  times. 

Action  69.  This  consists  in  jumping  along  the  pole,  the  hands  o?er  on 
one  side. 

Action  70.  The  same  as  the  preceding,  only  hands  under. 

Action  71.  Hands  on  each  side  jumping  along  the  pole.  In  these  last 
three  actions  it  is  advisable  to  draw  up  the  body  a  little  before  making  the 
spring  or  jump  foi'ward. 

Action  72.  In  this  the  person  forms  the  letter  L.  by  hanging  by  both 
hands  on  the  pole,  and  then  endeavouring  to  bring  the  legs  into  a  iiori- 
zontal  position. 

Action  73.  In  this  action  bring  the  instep  up  so  as  to  touch 
the  pole  (fig.  38). 

Action  74.  The  hands  are  fixed  on  each  side  of  the  pole;  and 
the  gymnast  then  throws  each  leg  over  alternately. 


Fig.  38. 


Fig.  39. 


n^ 


Fig.  40. 


Action  75.  At  first  the  same  as  action  73 :  then  keep 
the  instep  firm  against  the  pole,  and  bring  the  body 
between  the  arms  as  in  the  illustration  (fig.  39). 


Action  76.  The  hands  are  fixed  on  each  side  of  the  pole, 
and  the  legs  are  to  be  brought  up  on  the  outside  of  each 
arm  (fig.  40). 


Action  77.  In  this  action  both  hands  being  fixed  on  one 
side,  the  legs  are  brought  between  the  arms  (fig.  41). 


Fig.  41. 


Action  78.  In  this  the  gymnast  swings,  and  jumps 
up  as  he  swings  back,  and  comes  down  on  the  pole 
again  (figs.  42  and  43). 


Fig8. 42  and  43. 
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^^     >  --        j^lt    f  II  the  pole. 
iVlLr/r^  jT  then,  wi 

^  M   straight, 


iic^ion  79.  This  action' consists  m  getting  up  on 
the  pole.     First  throw  the  right  leg  over  the  pole 
^**  II    thpn    y^ith  a  spring  bring  up  the  right  elbow 

by  anotner  spring,   bring  up  both  arms 
so  as  to  sit  across  the  pole  (fig.  44). 


Fig.  44. 


Fig.  45. 


Action  80.  Draw  up  the  body  as  high  as  possible,  and 
with  a  spring,  elevate  both  elbows,  at  once  if  possible,  or 
one  at  a  time ;  then  rise  gradually ;  the  whole  of  the  body 
being  on  one  side  of  the  pole ;  change  the  position  of  the 
bands,  and  come  gradually  over  the  pole  till  the  feet  touch 
the  ground  (fig.  45). 


Action  81.  In  this  action  the  hands  are  fixed  one  on  each  side;  then 
jump  and  change  hands;  first,  with  knees  bent;  second,  with  the  knees 
straight. 


Action  82.  Rise  up  as  high  as  possible,  and  throw  the  arms 
over  the  pole,  holding  firmly  by  them  (fig,  46). 


Fig.  46. 


Action  83.  Rise  up  as  before,  and  try  to  keep  ap  the  body  by 
the  right  arm  only  :  and  then  with  the  left  arm  (fig.  47). 


Fig.  47. 
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Action  84.  In  this  action  the  hands  being  either  over  or 
under  the  pole,  raise  the  legs  up  in  front,  and  go  quite  over 
the  pole  (fig.  48). 


F|g.4B. 


Action  85.  In  this  action  one  leg  is  to  be  fixed  over  the 
pole,  the  knee  being  bent;  and  then  swing  completely  round 
(fig.  49). 


Fig.  49. 


Action  86.  Sit  across  the  pole,  and  swing  round,  holding^ 
tight,  the  hands  being  fixed  on  each  side  of  the  pole  (fig.  W). 


Fig.  60. 
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Action  87.  Get  upon  the  pole  as  in  a  previous  action, 
then  bring  both  legs  over  the  pole  so  as  to  sit  thereon  : 
then  gradually  lower  the  body  so  as  to  swing  with  arms 
behind  (fig.  61). 


Fig.  51. 
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Fig.  62. 


Action  S8.  Get  up  and  over  as  in  the  last  action;  then 
catch  the  pole  with  bent  arms  separately ;  then  catch  hold  of 
the  trousers,  and  swing  backward  completely  round  (fi^.  62). 

Action  89.  Hold  the  pole  by  the  right  arm,  then  grasp  the 
wrist  with  the  left  hand,  and  try  to  draw  yourself  up ;  then 
perform  the  same  action  with  the  left  arm. 


Action  90.  In  this  action  the  letter  L  is  formed  by  hanging 
by  one  arm,  see  action  72  (fig.  53). 


Fig.  53. 


Action  91.  Kneel  upon  the  pole,  hands  on  each  side,  and 
swing  off  the  pole  (fig.  54). 

Action  92.  Hanging  by  both  hands  on  the  same  side  at 
one  end  of  the  pole,  and  turning  from  one  side  of  the  pole  to 
the  other,  till  you  have  reached  the  other  end.j^  ,    .  ^ 


Fig.  54. 


I 

Fig.  55. 


Action  93.  In  this  action  the  gymnast  commences  as  in  action 
77,  then  passes  the  legs  completely  through,  and  hangs  them 
down ;  he  then  draws  them  gradually  back  between  the  arms 
(fig.  55). — ^This  action  can  only  be  performed  by  the  experienced 
gymnast  without  danger :  with  him  there  is  none. 


-■A 


Fig.  56. 


Action  94.  Hang  on  the  end  of  the  pole,  hands  on 
each  side,  face  towards  the  post,  swing  backwards, 
and  catch  the  pole  with  the  toes,  and  hang  down,  as 
in  the  annexed  figure  (fig.  56), 


Fig.  67. 
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Action  95.  First  throw  the  right  leg  over  the  pole,  then 
with  a  spring  bring  up  the  right  elbow  in  this  position  ;  throw 
the  left  arm  over  the  pole,  and  hang  that  position  (fig.  57). 


(76  be  continued). 
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ELEMENTARY  PROOF  OF  THE  PARALLELOGRAM  OF  FORCES. 

By  T.  Tate,  F.R.A.S.,  Author  op  "  A  Trlatise  on  the  Strength  of 

Materials,'*  etc.,  etc. 
Axiomi, 

1.  A  force  may  act  on  a  rigid  body  at  any  point  in  the  line  of  its  di- 
rection, without  altering  the  effect.* 

The  truth  of  this  axiom  depends  upon  observation  and  experiment. 
Thus,  if  a  weight  be  suspended  by  a  string,  the  tension  of  the  string,  or 
the  force  with  which  it  is  pulled,  is  everywhere  the  same,  whatever  may 
be  its  length.  Thus  the  same  force  is  required  to  push  or  to  pull  a  boat 
in  the  direction  of  its  length ;  and  the  effect  is  the  same,  whether  the 
steam  carriage  pulls  or  pushes  the  railway  train  forward. 
2.  Two  equal  forces,  acting  in  opposite  directions,  destroy  each  other. 

3.  The  resultant  of  two  equal  forces  bisects  the  an- 
gle between  their  directions.  For  no  reason  can  be 
assigned  why  the  resultant  should  lie  more  towards 
one  force  than  towards  the  other.  In  this  case  the  di- 
rection of  the  resultant  is  obviously  in  the  diagonal, 
A  R,  of  the  parallelogram  A  B  R  D,  constructed  upon 
the  lines  A  6  and  A  D,  representing  the  directions  and 
magnitudes  of  the  two  equal  forces. 
4«  The  resultant  of  two  forces  passes  through  the  point  where  the  di- 
rections  of  these  forces  intersect. 

5.  If  a  uniform  heavy  bar  be  suspended  by  its  middle  point,  it  will^hang 
in  a  horizontal  position.  For  if  the  bar  be  placed  in  a  horizontal  position, 
no  reason  can  be  assigned  why  one  extremity  should  preponderate  more 
than  the  other. 

The  tension  of  the  string  from  which  the  bar  is  suspended  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  length  of  the  bar. 

Prop.  \.—The  resultant  of  two  ^parallel  forces^  P  and  Q,  is  equal  to 

the  sum  of  the  two  forces,  and  acts  parallel  to  their  direction^  and 

also  divides  the  line  connecting  their  points  of  application  in  such  a 

manner  that  the  two  component  forces  are  inversely  as  their  distances 

from  this  point. 

Thus  let  the  two  parallel  forces  P  and  Q  be  applied  (see  fig.  3)  at  the 
points  A  and  B  of  a  rigid  surface  K  L  without  weight ;  also  let  C  be  the 
point  at  which  the  resultant  P  +  Q  acts  ;  then  P  :  Q  : :  B  C  :  A  C. 

Let  J  £  and  £  D  be  two  horizontal  bars,  or  uniform  rods,  suspended 
from  their  middle  points  A  and  B  (see  Axiom  6) ;  and  let  P  be  the  weight 
of  the  bar  J  £,  and  Q  the  weight  of  £  D  ;  then  the  bar  J  £  will  produce 
a  force  in  the  vertical  direction  A  L  equal  to  P,  and  the  bar  £  D  a  force  in 

the  vertical  B  N  equal  to  Q. 


Fig,2. 
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Now  let  the  two  bars  be  con- 
nected together  at  £, — this 
will  obviously  not  at  all  effect 
the  state  of  equilibrium.  Let 
C  be  the  middle  of  the  whole 
bar  J  D,  and  suppose  a 
string  C  S  to  be  attached  to 
this  point.  Now,  if  we  sup- 
pose the  strings  A  L  and  B  N 
to  be  cut,  the  bar  J  D  would 


*  The  definitionB  of  all  the  terms,  connected  with  this  subject,  are  supposed  to  have 
been  given. 
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remain  suspended  by  the  string  C  S,  and  the  force  exerted  upon  it  would 
be  equal  to  P  +  Q,  the  weight  of  the  whole  bar.  Hence  it  appears  that 
the  forces  P  and  Q  acting  together  are  equivalent  to  a  single  force  equal 
to  P  +  Q,  acting  at  the  point  C,  or  in  other  words  the  resultant  of  P  and 
Q  is  P  -f  Q  acting  at  the  point  C. 

To  find  the  rektion  of  A  C  and  B  C,  we  have 


P  :  Q  : :  J  £  t  E  D» 


Q 


JB 
ED 


JD-DE       2DC-2DB       D  C -- D  B      BC 
J  D-J  B  **  2  J  C-2  JA^JC— JA"aC 


2JC-2JA       JC— JA 
or  P :  Q  ::  B  C  :  A  C, 

which]  is  the  proposition  enunciated,  when  the  forces  act  perpendicular  to 
the  line  A  B,  joining  their  points  of  application. 

Let  the  parallel  forces  P  and  Q  act  in  the  plane  rigid  surface  K  L, 

which  is  supposed  to  -be  without  weight,  in  the 
4.Q  directions  A  P  and  B^  Q ;  and  let  A  B^  be  drawn 
perpendicular  to  A  P  or  B^  Q ;  then,  supposing 
B  A  and  B^  to  be  the  points  at  which  the  forces  P 
and  Q  are  applied,  and  C^  the  point  through 
which  their  resultant  acts,  we  have  by  the  fore- 


Fig.3. 
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going  result, 


P 

Q 


A  CI 


From  A  draw  any  straight  line  A  B  cutting  the 
direction  of  the  force  Q  in  B,  and  that  of  the  resultant  in  C. 

Now,  by  axiom  1 ,  any  one  of  these  forces  may  act  at  any  point  of  the 
line  of  its  direction  without  altering  the  effect.  Hence,  therefore,  we  may 
suppose  Q  to  act  at  B  and  the  resultant  at  C. 

Since  C  C^  and  B  B^  are  parallel,  we  have  on  the  principle  of  similar 
triangles, 

BJC        Bi  Ci 
AC 


P^ 

Q 
Q 


ACi 
BC 


AC 

orP:Q  ::BC:  AC, 
which  is  the  general  form  of  the  proposition. 

Prop.  2. — The  resultant  of  two  forces  acting  on  the  same  point  is  in  the 
DIRECTION  of  the  diagonal  of  the  parallelogram  described  on  the  two 
sides  representing  the  magnitude  and  direction  of  the  two  component 

Jbrces. 

Let  A  £  and  B  L  repre- 
sent two  parallel  forces,  P 
and  Q,  acting  at  the  points 
A  and  B,  of  a  rigid  surface, 
and  S  C  D  the  direction  of 
their  resultant.  In  the  line 
A  B  produced,  let  two  equal 
forces,  represented  by  A  K 
and  B  F,  each  equal  to  Q 
act  in  contrary  directions. 
These  two  forces,by  axiom  2 
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will  not  alter  the  direction  S  C  D  of  the  resultant  of  the  parallel  forces  P 
and  Q,  therefore  S  C  D  will  be  the  direction  of  the  resultant  of  all  the 
forces  now  applied.  Describe  the  parallelogram  B  F  N  L ;  draw  the  di- 
agonal B  N,  and  produce  it  until  it  intersects  S  C  D  in  D;  then,  by 
axiom  3,  N  B  D  will  be  the  direction  of  the  resultant  of  the  equal  forces 
B  F  and  B  L.  Join  D  A  and  produce  it  to  R ;  then  D  R  will  be  the  di- 
rection of  the  resultant  of  the  forces  A  K  and  A  £;  for  since  S  C  D  is  the 
direction  of  the  resultant  of  the  forces  acting  in  B  N  and  A  R,  by  axiom 
4,  the  directions  of  all  these  forces  must  meet  in  the  same  point.  Draw 
K  R  parallel  to  A  E^  and  join  RE.' 
By  geometry, 

^CDB=^LBN,and^CBD=  ^PBN, 
but  iJ  L  B  N  =  /  F  B  N,  .-.  ^  C  D  B  =  iJ  C  B  Dj 

.'.  CD  =  BC; 
by  the  similar  triangles  A  K  R  and  ADC, 

KR  __  CD^       BC 

AK  "  AC   ""  AC' 


Now,  by  Prop.  1,  we  have 


■  ■ 


P        BC 


Q       AC 
P        KR 


••Q  ""  AK' 
bat  A  K  »  Q,  .•.  K  R  »  P  »A  E  ; 

consequently  A  K  R  E  is  a  parallelogram  described  on  the  sides  A  E  and 
A  K  representing  the  forces  P  and  Q  respectively,  and  the -diagonal  A  R 
is  the  direction  of  their  resultant. 

Prop.  3. — The  resultant  of  two  forces  acting  on  the  same  point  is  repre- 
sented in  DIRECTION  and  magnitude  by  the  diagonal  of  the  parallel- 
ogram described  on  the  two  sides  representing  the  magnitude  and  di- 
rection of  the  two  component  forces. 

Let  A  F  and  A  B  represent  the  two  component  forces,  P  and  Q,  acting 

on  the  point  A,  and  let  A  D  represent  a  third 
^^'g'^'  force  R,  which,  acting  at  A,  maintains  P  and 

Q  in  equilibrium ;  then  this  force,  R,  must  he 
equal  to  the  resultant  of  P  and  Q,  and  must 
act  in  a  direction  contrary  to  it.     Moreover, 
the  resultant  of  Q  and  R  must  be  equal  and 
contrary  to  P.     Complete  the  parallelograms 
A  B  E  F  and  A  B  C  D ;  then,  since  (by  prop 
2)  A  E  is  the  direction  of  the  resultant  of  P 
and  Q,  it  must  be  in  the  same  direction  as  A  D, 
that  is,  A  D  and  A  E  are  in  the  same  straight 
line;  and  for  the  same  reason,  A  G  and  A  F  are  also  in  the  same  straight 
line ;  hence  A  C  B  E  is  a  parallelogram,  and  therefore  A  E  =  C  B  » 
A  D  «=  R,  that  is  to  say,  the  diagonal  A  E  represents  the  magnitude 
the  resultant  of  the  forces  P  and  Q. 
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Reform  is  the  order  of  the  day.  It  is  the  great  universal  outcry  of  the 
people,  the  object  and  endeavour  of  associations,  and  the  overwhelming 
task  of  statesmen.  At  one  and  the  same  time,  the  attention  of  the 
country  is  directed  to  reforms  political,  ecclesiastical,  and  legal ;  to  re- 
forms in  our  great  educational  institutions,  in  government  offices,  and  in 
the  military  and  naval  services.  So  great,  indeed,  is  the  present  rage  for 
reform,  that  instead  of  appreciating  and  profiting  by  the  legacies  of  our 
forefathers,  we  frequently  commit  the  folly  of  sweeping  away  good  and^ 
bad  together ;  and  then,  losing  sight  of  general  principles,  we  substitute 
in  the  place  of  the  old  something  new,  that  lasts  but  a  short  time  before 
it  again  requires  entire  alteration.  Thus  we  squander  not  only  money, 
but  a  capital  of  far  higher  value — Experience. 

It  was  from  this  tendency  of  the  times  that  the  recent  attempts  at  a 
reformation  in  the  orthography  of  our  language  arose.  However  insig- 
nificant the  movement  may  appear  at  first  sight,  now  that  it  has  failed,  we 
shall  see,  on  consideration,  that  the  object  involved  was  one  of  importance 
to  every  individual  of  the  sixty  millions  who  speak  our  English  tongue.  It 
was,  in  fact,  for  this  very  reason  that  the  movement  did  not  and  could  not 
succeed.  Setting  aside  the  merits  of  the  proposed  scheme,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  introduction  of  any  radical  change  in  our  orthography  must 
necessarily  be  accompanied  by  very  serious  evils.  It  would  send  us 
all  back  to  school  to  learn  reading  and  writing  again,  and  would  render 
obsolete  and  antiquated  the  whole  accumulated  produce  of  our  printing 
presses,  from  Caxton*s  "  Game  of  Chess,"  to  the  latest  edition  of  the 
Times  newspaper. 

The  losses  which  we  should  incur  by  the  adoption  of  the  particular 
system  of  phonetic  spelling,  are  well  stated  in  an  extract  from  Mr. 
Trench's  Lectures  on  the  Study  of  Words,  which  we  inserted  in  the 
number  of  the  Journal  for  last  November.  They  would  consist  mainly 
in  the  obliteration  of  the  traces  of  derivation  now  to  be  found  in  our 
words,  and  the  consequent  sacrifice  of  the  stores  of  historic  lore  and  moral 
truth  of  which  they  are  the  repositories.  In  fact,  we  should  lose  the  ad- 
vantages which,  with  our  present  orthography,  are  to  be  derived  from  the 
study  of  words.  Each  of  them  is  now  a  living  and  familiar  friend  ;  they 
would  then  become  lifeless  and  uncouth  fragments  of  a  language,  like  the 
pieces  of  a  child's  puzzle,  of  no  interest  till  put  together. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  further  upon  the  objections  to  this  scheme, 
for  it  appears  to  have  been  entirely  abandoned,  even  by  those  who  were 
its  warmest  advocates.  We  no  longer  hear  of  "  large  and  influential 
meetings"  held  in  various  parts  of  the  country  for  the  promotion  of 
phonography.  The  Fonetic  Nuz  has  long  since  died  a  martyr's  death, 
and  even  the  name  of  that  bold  and  strenuous  supporter  of  a  rotten 
cause  has  at  last  disappeared  from  the  shop-front  of  the  mysterious 
house  in  the  Strand,  where  its  obsequies  were  so  long  and  persever- 
ingly  celebrated.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  closed  office,  with  the 
queer  title  of  the  departed  newspaper  displayed  in  large  characters  on  the 
shutters,  did  more  towards  casting  ridicule  upon  the  scheme,  and  com- 
pleting the  defeat  of  the  movement,  than  anything  that  was  said  or  writ- 
ten at  the  time.  There  is  still  a  shop  in  Paternoster  Row,  over  which 
may  be  observed  the  inscription,  Fonetic  Depo;  but  we  have  not  been 
able  to  descry  (from  the  outside  at  least)  any  commodity  that  would  en- 
title it  to  that  designation. 
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A  certain  amount  of  truth  lies,  nevertheless,  at  the  bottom  of  every 
agitation  of  this  kind ;  for  it  is  only  charitable  to  suppose  that,  when 
numbers  of  clear-sighted  men  devote  their  time  and  energy  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  any  cause,  they  are  at  least  in  the  right  as  regards  the 
general  object  which  they  have  in  view,  however  much  its  importance  may 
be  exaggerated  in  their  eyes^  and  however  mistaken  the  means  may  be 
by  which  they  seek  to  carry  it  out.  The  desirableness  of  making  our 
writing  conform  to  our  speaking  will  not  be  questioned  by  any  one;  and 
now  that  the  agitation  in  favour  of  phonetic  spelling  has  subsided,  it  may 
be  worth  while  to  inquire  whether  any  partial  reforms  in  our  orthography 
might  be  effected  which  would  conduce  to  the  same  end,  without  violating 
the  ancestral  and  family  rights  of  words. 

We  propose  to  consider,  in  the  present  paper,  some  reforms  of  this 
kind  which  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  advocated  by  distinguished 
philologists,  but  have  not  hitherto  received  general  adoption. 

The  most  important  of  these  are  perhaps  the  changes  recommended  by 
Dr.  Webster,  and  introduced  into  his  celebrated  Dictionary.  "His  main 
principle,"  says  the  editor  of  the  revised  edition  of  that  great  work, 
'*  was,  that  the  tendencies  of  our  language  to  greater  simplicity  and 
broader  analogies,  ought  to  be  watched  and  cherished  with  the  utiMtt 
care.  He  felt,  therefore,  that  whenever  a  movement  towards  wider 
analogies  and  more  general  rules  had  advanced  so  far  as  to  leave  but  few 
exceptions  to  impede  its  progress,  those  exceptions  ought  to  be  set  aside 
at  once,  and  the  analogy  rendered  complete.'' 

We  will  take  the  principal  of  his  proposed  changes  in  order. 

1.  He  rejected  the  u  from  such  words  as  favour,  labour,  honour ^ 
vigour,  fervour,  odour,  rumour,  colour,  vapour,  candour,  dolour^  humour, 
rancour^  splendour,  tremour,  tumour,  valour. 

These  words  belong  to  a  large  class  of  substantives  which  came  to  us 
from  the  Latin,  through  the  Norm  an -French.     The  simple  Latin  termina- 
tion or,  became  corrupted  in  the  Norman-French  into  eur,  which,  in  the 
course  of  the  amalgamation  of  that  language  with   the  Anglo-Saxon, 
underwent  the  further  change  into  our,  (probably  pronounced  oar,  being 
a  Norman-French  combination).     This  seems  to  have  been  a  politic  con- 
cession on  the  part  of  the  Normans.    Their  object  was  to  accommodate 
their  pronunciation  to  the  lingual  organs  of  the  solid  Saxons,  who  wooM 
be  unable  to  pronounce  the  eur  of  their  more  fluent  usurpers.    In  the 
course  of  time,  however,  the  Norman-French  pronunciation,  or  at  least 
an  approximation  to  it,  appears  to  have  prevailed ;  but  the  spelling  was 
allowed  to  reoYain,  without  being  altered  back  again.     All  these  words 
continued  to  be  written  in  this  manner  till  the  time  of  Milton,  who 
rejected  the  u  from  most  of  them,  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  restore  them 
to  their  original  Latin  form.     He  was  Followed  by  Selden  and  other  con- 
temporary writers,  a  ad   this  spelling   became  general  in   the  reign  of 
Charles  I.,  and  continued  so  during  the  Commonwealth.    The  deposed 
letter  was  restored,  however,  with  the  deposed  dynasty,  in  consequence 
of  the  French  tendencies  of  the  Court  of  Charles  II.     Since  that  time, 
the  omission  has  slowly  recommenced,  but  it  was  not  till  recently  that  it 
was  extended  to  any  considerable  number  of  words.     Dr.  Johnson  and 
Walker  wrote  many  words  with  the  u,  into  which  no  one  would  now  thmk 
of  introducing  it,  for  instance,  errour,  tenour,  superiour,  authour,  editour, 
emperour  ;  and  we  may  still  find  govemour,  where  it  figures  in  company 
with  **  peny^'*  in  some  of  the  most  recent  editions  of  our  Prayer-book. 
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Except  in  the  case  of  twenty  or  thirty  words,  the  n  has  now  been  dropped 
from  the  entire  class.  In  respect  to  these,  the  change  has  already  been 
generally  made  in  America,  and  is  in  process  of  adoption  here.  Several 
of  our  publishers  have  for  some  time  past  employed  the  new  orthography ; 
our  government  offices  and  mercantile  houses,  where  the  time  required  for 
writing  a  single  letter  is  a  matter  of  consequence,  have  quite  rejected  the 
encumbrance  from  that  '^  constant  quantity  "  in  official  letters,  the  word 
honour;  and  we  may  observe  a  general  tendency  to  make  the  change, 
although,  from  the  uncertainty  that  prevails  on  the  subject,  and  from  the 
want  of  a  common  standard,  few  of  us  in  this  matter  are  consistent  in 
our  mode  of  writing.  But  sooner  or  later  the  change  must  be  made« 
and  we  may  as  well  adopt  it  at  once,  each  in  his  own  individual  case,  at 
wait  till  it  is  forced  upon  us  by  the  pressure  of  other  people's  usage. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  this  change  was  probably  made  merely  for 
the  sake  of  convenience  in  writing,  from  an  erroneous  belief  that  the  u 
was  a  "  silent  letter,''  and  therefore  superfluous ;  and  it  is  no  less  curious 
that  the  o  was  introduced,  as  we  noticed  before,  not  from  reference  to 
the  Latin,  but  from  an  accidental  coincidence.  Thug,  if  we  persist  in  this 
omission  of  the  it,  by  a  combination  and  union  of  a  double  error,  the 
words  in  question  will  be  reduced  to  their  true  and  genuine  orthography. 

An  additional  reason  for  rejecting  the  u  is,  that  it  has  not,  as  a  general 
rule,  been  introduced  into  the  derivatives ;  for  instance,  we  write  labo^ 
rious,  odoriferous^  vaporousy  dolorous^  rancorous^  valorous^  It  was 
only  when  the  syllable  or  occurred  at  the  end  of  words  that  it  became 
corrupted  in  passing  through  the  French,  as,  in  fact,  the  corruption 
of  words  is  mostly  confined  to  their  terminations.  There  are  a  few 
exceptions,  such  as  honourable  and  favourable  ;  but  these  have  pro- 
bably been  made  to  [correspond  with  the  nouns  on  account  of  their  fre- 
quent occurrence,  for  they  were  not  written  with  the  u  in  the  French.  It 
is  needless  to  observe  how  great  an  inconsistency  in  the  language  it  is, 
that  the  nouns  should  be  written  with  the  u,  and  the  adjectives  without  it, 

A  few  words  remain  in  our  not  derived  from  Latin  forms  in  or,  which, 
therefore,  there  is  not  the  same  reason  for  altering.  Such  are  behaviour ^ 
paviour^  armour,  flavour,  endeavour,  Itarbour,  arbour,  neighbour^  par^ 
lour.  These,  however,  are  certain  in  the  end  to  follow  the  general  course. 
The  word  Saviour  belongs  to  this  class,  but  we  should  certainly  not  like 
to  see  it  altered,  on  account  of  its  sacred  associations.  As  Landor  makes 
Dr.  Johnson  observe  to  Home  Tooke,  in  their  first  **  Imaginary  Conver- 
sation," **  by  removing  a  single  letter  from  this  holy  word,  we  should 
shock  the  piety  of  millions.''  And  thus  this  will  probably  at  last  remain 
as  the  single  exception  to  the  rule. 

2.  Dr.  Webster  changed  the  termination  re  into  er,  in  such  words  as 
centre,  metre,  theatre,  sceptre,  sepulchre,  lustre. 

His  orthography  has  the  authority  of  Ben  Johnson,  Milton,  Addison, 
and  Middleton.  Several  of  our  best  mathematical  writers  have  adopted 
it  in  the  word  center,  which  they  have  to  use  so  frequently  ;  and  meter  is 
given  by  Walker.  We  may  observe  that  this  change  has  found  general 
^vour  with  the  Transatlantic  typographer.  These  words,  like  the  former, 
belong  to  a  large  class  derived  from  the  French,  all  of  which  were  at  one 
time  spelt  in  the  same  manner,  although  the  greater  number  have  since 
been  gradually  changed.  Cider,  proper,  chamber,  fever,  diameter,  enter, 
powder,  and  some  hundreds  of  words  like  these,  were  originally  spelt 
with  the  rCf  but  they  have  been  altered  to  suit  the  English  pronunciation 
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of  the  final  syllable^  and  about  twenty  words  alone  remain  to  be  chang^ed. 
A  plausible  reason  for  the  retention  of  th^  form  re,  is  afforded  by  the  fact, 
that  the  greater  number  of  the  words  referred  to  are  derived  from  Greek  ter- 
minations in  tron.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  this  change,  in 
an  etymological  point  of  view,  the  analogy  should  now  be  completed,  as 
it  is  of  course  impossible,  even  if  it  were  desirable,  to  restore  the  old 
spelling  to  so  large  a  number  of  words.  The  fact  of  our  having  two 
modes  of  writing  this  termination  gives  rise  to  great  inconsistencies.  Thus 
we  write  metre  with  the  re,  but  pentameter  and  hexameter  with  the  err- 
and some  compounds  from  words  spelt  with  the  re  we  are  compelled  to 
write  with  the  er,  thus  centered,  centering,  sepulchered.  Acre,  lucre,  and 
massacre,  must  still  remain  as  exceptions,  because  the  change  would  ren- 
der them  liable  to  be  mispronounced. 

3.  It  is  a  general  rule,  that  in  adding  the  terminations  ing,  ed,er,  &c., 
to  words  ending  in  a  consonant,  the  final  letter  is  doubled  if  the  accent 
falls  on  the  last  syllable,  as  in  forgetting,  beginner,  excelled,  but  is  not 
doubled  if  any  other  syllable  is  accented,  as  in  gardening,  labourer, 
bigoted.  The  latter  part  of  the  rule  is  violated  in  such  words  as  biassed, 
levelling,  cancelled,  duellist,  counsellor,  traveller,  marvellous,  woollen, 
of  which  there  are  about  fifty  altogether,  most  of  them  ending  in  I  in  the 
simple  form.  Dr.  Webster  recommends  that  these  should  be  reduced  to 
the  general  analogy* 

This  error  was  pointed  out  by  Walker,  Perry,  and  Lowth,  but  the  mere 
expression  of  their  opinion  in  their  prefaces  was  not  likely  to  have  much 
effect  towards  correcting  it.  If  they  had  introduced  the  proper  orthography 
into  their  dictionaries,  the  error  might  have  disappeared  by  this  time. 
The  false  spelling  has  sometimes  led,  as  Walker  remarked,  to  a  false 
pronunciation,  as  in  the  case  of  the  word  bigoted,  which,  from  being 
written  bigotted,  is  frequently  pronounced  with  the  accent  on  the  second 
syllable.  The  needlessness  of  doubling  the  final  consonant  in  these 
words  becomes  apparent  when  we  see  them  curtailed,  as  we  sometimes 
do,  in  poetry,  for  instance,  marvellous,  travUer,  counsellor,  **  It  does 
not  interfere  with  this  rule,"  Dr.  Webster  observes,  "  that  chancellor, 
and  the  derivatives  of  metal  and  crystal,  as  metalline,  metallurgy,  crys- 
talline, crystallize,  &c.,  have  the  I  doubled,  since  they  come  directly 
from  the  Latin  cancellarius  and  metallum  (Greek  /xeraXXov),  and  the 
Greek  icpvaroXXoc." 

4.  Dr.  Webster  proposed  that  such  compounds  as  recall,  miscall,  befall, 
install,  forestall,  inthrall,  enroll,  should  retain  the  double  I,  to  prevent 
a  false  pronunciation,  making  the  last  vowel  short.  It  is  becoming  very 
common  to  write  these  words  with  a  single  /,  especially  in  the  daily  news- 
papers ;  but  we  trust  the  error  is  not  too  widely  spread  to  admit  of  easy 
correction.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  final  I  should  be  dipt  off 
from  the  compounds,  any  more  than  from  the  simple  words.  We  might 
just  as  well  write  fal  for  fall  as  befal  for  befall.  One  can  scarcely  help 
pronouncing  the  curtailed  forms  as  they  are  written,  on  meeting  with  them 
suddenly  in  the  course  of  reading.  In  fact,  it  is  quite  possible  to  mistake 
the  words  altogether,  so  different  do  they  look  from   their  roots. 

Dr.  Webster  extended  this  change  to  such  words  as  in^/a /men ^  enthral- 
ment,  thraldom, ^nd  enrolment;  and  this  was  also  recommended  by  Walker, 
who  says,  *'  Why  should  we  not  write  dullness,  fullness,  skillful,  will- 
full,  as  well  as  stiffness  and  gruffness?"  But  we  think  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  language  require  that  these  words  should  be  spelt  with  a 
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single  consonant,  just  as  mucli  as  they  require  that  the  former  ihould 
retain  the  double  one.  The  tendency  of  our  orthography  b  to  reduce 
double  consonants  in  the  body  of  the  words,  but  to  retain  them  at  the 
end,  except  they  belong  to  mere  formativea*  When  a  compound  word  is 
formed,  a  contraction  in  the  middle  has  the  effect  of  uniting  the  pri- 
mitives more  closely  into  a  symmetrical  whole;  but  a  contraction 
at  the  end,  if  it  occur  upon  the  root,  destroys  the  complete  appearance 
of  the  word.  To  change  the  words  in  question  would  be  to  interfere 
with  an  analogy  in  the  language  rendered  venerable  by  the  lapse  of  ages ; 
and,  instead  of  eight  words,  which  Dr.  Webster  gives  as  the  number  re- 
quiring alteration,  we  should  find  some  hundreds  staring  us  in  the  face. 
Although^  almighty,  also,  altogether^  and  many  other  familiar  every-day 
Saxon  compounds  of  all,  even  the  name  Alfred,  endeared  as  it  is  to 
every  Englishman,  would  have  to  be  changed,  to  follow  out  the  proposed 
reform » 

5.  Dr.  Webster  writes  the  three  words,  defence,  offence,  and  pretence^ 
/with  an  9  instead  of  a  c,  thus,  defense,  offense,  pretense. 

Tbe  derivation  of  these  words,  and  our  own  spelling  of  their  derivatives, 
as  defensive,  offensive,  and  pretension,  clearly  require  this  change.  De- 
fence,  offence,  and  pretence,  are  not  a  whit  more  correct,  etymologically 
speaking,  than  incence,  immence,  and  intence  would  be.  How  the  c  became 
substituted  for  the  s  in  these  words  we  are  at  a  loss  to  say,  except  that  it  may 
have  been  from  ignorance  of  their  etymology,  for  the  French  is  certainly 
not  at  fault  in  this  instance.  Two  other  similar  words,  expense  and 
recompense,  were  also  spelt  with  a  c  until  very  recently,  when  a  sort  of 
struggle  took  place  between  the  two  letters,  and  the  s,  having  the  right 
on  its  side,  came  off  victorious.  Dr.  Webster  also  mentions  license  as 
one  that  has  already  undergone  the  change,  but  we  think  this  word  has 
been  improperly  altered.  In  regard  to  its  derivation,  it  is  analogous  to 
patience,  science,  sentence,  sapience,  and  the  like,  and  should  therefore 
still  be  written  with  a  c  and  not  with  an  s.  Dr.  Webster  was  sometimes 
betrayed  by  his  love  of  orthographical  analogies  into  overlooking  the 
more  important  analogies  of  etymology. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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More  than  once  it  has  been  suggested  to  us,  that  directions  or  hints  to*' 
wards  the  acquisition  of  a  good  style  of  writing  our  native  language 
might  be  useful,  and  would  be  acceptable  to  our  readers.     Out  of  the 
number  of  those  who  are  supposed  to  have  received  a  liberal  education, 
comparatively  few,  it  is  said,  can  express  themselves  on  paper  ciearly  and 
grammatically.     Nay,  we  are  assured  that  spelling  is  not  always  over- 
correct  in  quarters  where  you  would  little  expect  it.     We  cannoc  say 
that  our  own  experience  is  at  variance  with  these  observations.    To  say 
nothing  of  adults,  we  have  had  some  experience  of  youths  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-two,  who  had  had  the  usual  opportunities  of  improvement ;  and 
some  of  them  have  astonished  us  no  little  by  their  style  of  orthography. 
And  here  we  may  say,  in  passing,  that  spelling  is  like  arithmetic,  unless  it  is 
acquired  at  an  early  age,  it  is  rarely  acquired  well  afterwards,  and  never 
without  much  difficulty.     Grammars,  meanwhile,  exist  in  great  numbers ; 
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yet  apparently  grammars  do  not  thoroughly  produce  the  effect  intended. 
The  most  popular  of  them  has  reached  more  than  fifty  editions,  and 
contains,  it  cannot  be  denied,  very  excellent  and  useful  rules.  Our  pre- 
sent T^ish  is  to  attempt  to  show  how  grammars  may  be  rendered  more 
Yital,  and  made  to  produce  their  proper  and  expected  results  with  more 
certainty.  It  is  not  meant  that  anything  here  put  down  will  in  any  way 
supersede  such  works ;  far  from  it ;  only,  as  we  hope,  make  tbem  answer 
their  purpose  better. 

Lindley  Murray  says  with  the  utmost  truth,  ''  Perspicuity  is  the  funda- 
mental quality  of  style ;  a  quality  so  essential  in  every  kind  of  writing, 
that  for  the  want  of  it  nothing  can  atone/'  Dr.  Watts  says,  with  the 
utmost  simplicity,  **  Accustoni  yourself  to  clear  and  distinct  ideas  in 
every  thing  you  think  of."  Now  every  one  acknowledges  the  desirable- 
ness of  the  attainments  here  mentioned.  Indeed  it  is  this  very  perspi- 
cuity and  clearness  at  which  all  people  are  supposed  to  be  aiming,  and  so 
few  arrive.  This  is  the  very  problem  towards  the  solution  of  which  we 
are  now  to  offer  such  help  as  we  may  be  able. 

Suppose  we  are  concerned  about  a  boy  that  is  being  trained,  or  is 
about  to  be  trained,  in  the  usual  way;  that  is,  with  all  the  usual  means 
and  appliances.    When  he  is  young,  even  before  he  could  write  what  is 
called  small-hand,  we  would  encourage  him  to  dictate  letters  to  his  absent 
friends,  his  brothers  or  cousins — the  parent  or  teacher  writing  down 
exactly  what  the  child  says,  and  then  reading  it  over  to  him.     This  will 
make  a  start  towards  composition,  and  no  indifferent  one  either.    When 
he  can  write  for  himself,  let  him  follow  up  the  same  plan.     On  all  occa- 
sions, or  even  without  an  occasion,  let  him  write  letters,  and  then  have 
the  letters  commented  upon,  and  the  grammatical  errors  corrected.     We 
believe  this  to  be  the  best  possible  exercise  for  beginners.    They  take  a 
great  interest  in  it,  and  perhaps  we  ought  to  say,  therefore,  success,  to 
some  extent  always,  often  to  a  surprising  extent,  will  be  attained.     When 
the  pupil  begins  to  learn  Latin,  let  him  translate  as  much  as  possible 
into  English.     He  will  hereby  not  only  purify  and  improve  his  style,  but 
be  daily  enriching  his  vocabulary.      Of  course  every  such  translation 
must  be  looked  over.    Where  this  plan  cannot  be  conveniently  adopted 
for  the  whole  class,  let  one  half  write  out  one  lesson,  and  the  other  half 
the  next.     Correct  orthography  will  be  got,  together  with  a  simple  style 
of  writing  our  own  language.     Pursuing  this  course  will  produce  more- 
over another  good.    The  necessity  of  afterwards  writing  out  the  transla- 
tion will  be  sure  to  deepen  considerably  the  boy's  attention  during  the 
lesson ;  so  that,  in  this  way,  a  fair  knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek  will  be 
got  in  much  less  time.     The  difference,  too,  in  point  of  accuracy  of 
knowledge  is.  almost  incredible.     For  our  part,  we  have  no  doubt  that 
this  is  the  best  way  of  teaching  Latin  and  classical  authors  generally. 
It  may  seem  a  slow  process  at  first  sight ;  but  it  is  only  slow  as  the  tor- 
toise is  slow ;   it  is  slow,  but  wins.     In  Cambridge  entirely,  and  in  a 
great  measure  in  the  other  Universities,  examinations  are  conducted  by 
writing.   .  Is  it  not  strange,  then,  that  up  to  the  time  of  going  there,  so 
little  should  be  done  in  the  way  of  translation  ?     Many  a  man,  fluent  and 
ready  enough  vivd  voce,  has  been  astonished  at  his  place  in  the  class  or 
list,  owing  to  his  rough  and  unpractised  style  of  turning  the  Latin  or 
Greek  passage  into  English.     The  advantages  of  this  exercise  are  there- 
fore manifold — the  profit  and  assistance  towards  our  present  object  are 
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certain.     This,  then,  is  what  we  recommend  in  the  case  of  a  boy  who  is 
being  regularly  trained. 

To  a  National  Schoolmaster,  who  has  not  been  reared  on  the  modern 
system,  with  all  its  helps  and  encouragements,  yet  is  anxious  to  improve 
himself  in  these  necessary  qualifications,  we  should  say,  first,  let  him  get 
some  wife,  or  sister,  or  friend,  to  dictate  to  him  passages  from  the  best 
authors,  which  he  will  write  out  carefully,  and  compare  with  our  original, 
especially  noticing  the  punctuation.  Next  let  him  turn  simple  English 
poetry  into  the  best  English  prose  he  can  command,  varying  this  exercise 
now  and  then  by  composing  a  letter  on  current  topics ;  and  then  let  him 
have  the  good  sense  to  ask  the  rector  or  curate  of  the  parish  to  look  over 
the  paper  with  him,  and  suggesi  any  ignprovements  that  may  occur.  We 
are  sure  that  no  clergyman  would  refuse — rather  would  be  very  glad  to 
spend  a  quarter  of  an  hour  once  or  twice  a  week  in  this  way,  for  his  own 
sake,  for  the  master's  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  children  of  the  parish. 
Sonnets  like  those  of  Wordsworth  or  Milton  are  very  suitable  for  this 
purpose. 

Should  the  master  know  a  little  ol  Latin  (not  an  unusual  case),  let 
him  adopt  the  plan  just  now  recommended  to  the  boy.  Let  him  care- 
fully translate  Caesar,  or,  if  a  more  advanced  scholar,  Cicero's  Orations 
(not  Ovid  or  Virgil),  and  submit  it  in  the  same  way  to  his  clerical  friend 
to  be  criticised  and  corrected.  Nor  let  any  master  think  that  he  will 
hereby  be  unnecessarily  unfolding  his  deficiencies.  For  amongst  other 
reasons,  such  deficiencies,  where  they  do  exist,  rarely  fail  to  unfold  them- 
selves to  an  intelligent  looker-on.  On  the  other  hand,  confession,  we 
do  not  say  of  ignorance,  but  of  imperfect  knowledge — (and  whose  know- 
ledge is  not  imperfect  ?)~is  the  great  highway  to  an  increase  of  what  we 
have. 

We  need  scarcely  say  that  these  suggestions  assume  that  they  are  to 
be  constantly  applied  with  reference  to  the  rules  of  grammar,  wherever 
such  rules  are  violated.  Neither  is  the  plan  here  proposed  mere  theory. 
We  have  seen  it  tried,  always  with, success.  Lord  Bacon's  well  known 
apophthegm  will  still  be  found  to  be  sound  : — "  Reading  maketh  a  full 
man  ;  conference  a  ready  man  ;  and  writing  an  exact  man."  The  want 
of  this  exactness  is  everywhere  striking.  One  word  more  and  we  have 
done.  As  far  as  in  us  lies,  we  urge  teachers  to  exclude  from  their  school- 
rooms all  works  where  bad  exercises  are  given  to  be  corrected  by  the 
learner,  whether  they  be  on  spelling  or  the  structure  of  sentences.  The 
ear,  and  still  more  the  eye,  have  so  much  to  do  with  these  matters,  that 
the  wrong  way,  seen  frequently  in  print,  is  as  likely  to  be  remembered  as 
the  right.  We  hold  that  bad  spelling  especially  has  been  rather  increased 
than  diminished  by  such  so-called  helps.  The  plan,  however,  is  now 
generally  exploded.  In  constructing  sentences,  also,  nothing  could  be 
more  fatal  to  the  acquisition  of  a  good  style  than  this  system.  For  a 
mere  English  scholar,  original  letter-writing,  or  turning  simple  poetry  into 
simple  and  correct  prose,  will  be  found  the  best.  C.  P. 
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MEDIJBVAL    OREECE  AVD    TREBIZOND.      BY   GEORGE   FIVLAY.       (London  : 

Blackwood  j*  Sons,) 
The  history  of  Greece  may  be  conveniently  divided  into  five  parts.  The 
first,  beginning  with  the  time  of  Solon,  B.C.  560,  when  the  accounts  of 
the  Hellenic  tribes  present  some  claim  to  authenticity,  ends  with  the  time 
when  Greece  became  a  province  of  the  Roman  empire  ;  and  is  occupied 
with  the  events  that  took  place  while  the  several  states  were  independent 
or  subject  only  to  one  anothier.  This  part  is  commonly  called  the  history 
of  Ancient  Greece.  The  second  division  covers  the  period  during  which 
the  Greeks  were  subject  to  Rome  republican,  or  Rome  imperial,  that  is, 
from  B.C.  146  to  a.d.  676.  From  the  last-mentioned  date  to  a.d.  1460, 
when  the  descendants  of  those  whom  Leonidas  led  to  death  and  M iltiades 
to  victory — of  those,  whom  Socrates  taught  and  Demosthenes  persuaded 
— fell  under  the  power  of  the  Turcomans,  lies  the  period  which  would 
naturally  form  the  next  division  of  Grecian  history.  By  the  fourth,  we 
mean  the  time  during  which  the  Turks  held  undisputed  sway ;  and  by  the 
fifth,  the  progress  of  events,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, in  which  a  large  portion  of  the  country  has  been  realizing,  or,  under 
King  Otho,  enjoying  its  independence. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  parts,  Thirlwall  and  Grote  have  left 
us  nothing  to  desire.  For  any  knowledge  of  the  second,  till  quite  lately, 
we  have  been  indebted  to  almost  casual  allusions  scattered  through  writers 
on  Roman^afiairs  ;  and  this  was  all  we  knew  of  a  people  in  whom,  up  to 
that  time,  we  had  been  accustomed  to  take  the  deepest  interest.  During 
the  civil  wars,  indeed,  the  province,  to  which  the  Romans  owed  much  of 
the  arts,  literature,  and  refinement,  was  used  by  ihem  as  a  battle  field.  The 
great  battles  of  Pharsalia,  Philippi,  and  Actium,  which  severally  brought 
to  a  close  the  three  most  important  of  these  wars,  were  fought  on  the  soil 
or  on  the  shores  of  Greece.  Gibbon,  it  is  true,  has  not  entirely  failed  us 
in  this  part ;  but  Gibbon,  unfortunately,  cannot  be  safely  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  general  student,  and  is,  in  point  of  fact,  only  read  by  the 
more  advanced  scholar,  the  theologian,  and  the  philosopher.  Again,  the 
history  of  Greece,  during  the  present  century,  has  been  written,  or  illus- 
trated, by  a  host  of  travellers  and  scholars.  Travels,  researches,  poetry, 
as  well  as  paintings  and  drawings,  have  put  the  English  public  in  posses- 
sion of  almost  everything  that  could  interest.  But  of  the  third  and 
fourth  of  these  divisions,  what  is  known,  even  to  the  intelligent  student  of 
history  ?  May  we  not  confidently  answer,  nothing?  Can  any  doubt  the 
following  account  of  the  case  in  question  to  be  most  true  ?  *'  It  was 
singular,  indeed,"  says  a  writer  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  "that 
whilst  classical  scholars  were  immersed  in  the  study  of  its  poets,  orators, 
and  historians,  the  country  that  gave  birth  to  so  many  literary  treasures, 
though  neither  distant  nor  inaccessible,  seemed  to  have  been  as  completely 
forgotten,  as  if  it  had  been  blotted  from  the  map  of  Europe.  The  learned 
contented  themselves  with  supposing  that  the  modern  country  was  inha- 
bited by  rude  and  unknown  tribes,  governed  by  fanatical  Turks,  whose 
barbarous  rule  exposed  travellers  to  continual  insults  and  pillage,  and  had 
swept  away  all  traces  and  memorials  of  the  ancient  glory  of  Greece. 
How  few  knew,  or  inquired,  by  what  course  of  events  this  people  fe» 
under  the  power  of  the  Turks,  and  what  destiny  was  theirs  between  the 
decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  and  the  time  when  the  Turks  began  to 
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play  so  important  a  part  on  the  theatre  of  the  world.  A  fact  or  two  may 
have  been  picked  up  by  readers  of  romances  from  prefaces  and  notes  ;  and 
one  or  two  more  by  the  students  of  ecclesiastical  history :  but  how  these 
facts  were  connected  together,  and  what  other  links  belonged  to  the  his- 
torical chain,  it  must  be  confessed  we  knew  little  indeed/' 

This  want  in  our  historical  literature  has  now  been  partially  removed. 
In  **  Medieeval  Greece/'  the  author  has  made  an  attempt,  and  a  success- 
ful one,  to  fill  up  the  gap.  Mr.  Finlay  is  already  favourably  known  in 
this  country  as  a  writer  of  history.  Some  time  ago  he  published  a  work, 
in  a  sense  supplementary  to  ''The  Decline  and  Fall,"  to  illustrate  the 
history  of  the  Greek  nation  while  under  the  Romans.  The  present  vo- 
lume treats  of  the  period  which,  in  our  division,  we  called  the  third.  At 
the  same  time,  we  can  scarcely  doubt  that  no  long  time  hence,  the  thick 
veil  which  hangs  over  our  fourth  period,  will  be  raised  by  the  same  hand. 
Though  no  intimation  is  given  us  of  '*  a  consummation  so  devoutly  to  be 
wished/'  yet  we  cannot  suppose  it  likely  that  a  work  so  auspiciously  be- 
gun will  be  allowed  to  stop  at  its  present  halting  place. 

Mr.  Finlay  needs  no  commendation  from  us.  We  have  read  his  book 
from  beginning  to  end  :  it  were  difficult  to  say,  whether  with  more  plea- 
sure or  profit.  Events,  that  in  by-gone  days  seemed  to  be  wrapped  in 
the  greatest  obscurity,  here  become  clear  and  connected.  VVe  had  but 
little  hope  when  our  duty  called  us  to  the  perusal  of  a  work  with  so  in- 
auspicious a  title,  that  we  should  find  it  so  readable.  Both  in  his  former 
work,  and  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  present,  the  writer  has  Gibbon  as  a 
kind  of  rival.  In  one  respect  he  has  very  much  the  advantage  over  his 
great  predecessor.  We  noticed  with  much  comfort  and  satisfection  that 
where  the  author  before  us  finds  it  necessary  to  speak  of  sacred  persons  or 
things,  he  expresses  himself  in  a  healthy  and  reverential  tone  which  con- 
trasts most  favourably  with  the  elder  historian. 

That  Mr.  Finlay  was  aware  that  something  more  is  required  of  history 
than  merely  an  account  of  wars  and  changes  of  dynasties,  he  has  given 
us  incidentally  to  understand.     In  the  early  part  of  his  work  he  says: — 

*'  The  vicissitudes  which  the  great  masses  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  have  un- 
dergone in  past  ages,  have  hitherto  received  very  little  attention  from  historians, 
who  have  adorned  their  pages  with  the  records  of  kings,  and  the  personal  ex- 
ploits of  princes  and  great  men,  or  attached  their  narrative  to  the  fortunes  of  the 
dominant  classes,  without  noticing  the  fate  of  the  people.  History,  however, 
continually  repeats  the  lesson  that  power,  numbers,  and  the  highest  civilization 
of  an  aristocracy  are,  even  when  united,  insufficient  to  insure  national  prosper- 
ity, and  establish  the  power  of  the  rulers  on  so  firm  and  permanent  a  basis  as 
shall  guarantee  the  dominant  class  from  annihilation.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
teaches  us  that  conquered  tribes,  destitute  of  all  these  advantages,  may  continue 
to  perpetuate  their  existence  in  misery  and  contempt.  It  is  that  portion  only  of 
mankind  which  eats  bread  raised  from  the  soil  by  the  sweat  of  its  brow,  that  can 
form  the  basis  of  a  permanent  national  existence.'' 

To  what  extent  he  has  carried  out  his  own  ideas  on  the  subject,  wc 
would  gladly  offer  some  proof.  Our  limits,  however,  forbid  us  to  do  th's, 
other  than  most  sparingly.  One  passage  must  suffice,  and  afford  at  tl  e 
same  time  a  specimen  of  the  author's  style.  Speaking  of  the  state  of 
Athens,  under  the  house  of  De  La  Roche,  he  writes  : — 

"It  is  usual  to  suppose  that  Athens  was  a  miserable  and  decayed  town 
during  the  whole  period  of  the  middle  ages,  an^  that  Attica  then  offered 
the  same  barren,  treeless,  and  unimprovable  aspect  which  it  now  does  as 
a  European  kingdom.  Such,  however,  was  not  the  case.  The  social  ci- 
vilization of  the  inhabitants  and  their  ample  command  of  the  necessaricr 
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of  Ancie  runproductire;  olive,  almond, 

the  Gree  itd  orchards  covered  ground 

from  B.C  (iiily  scanty  pasturage  to  the 

„{,gQ  {},  tton,  the  silk,  and  the  leather 

,      '  .  id  the  surplus  commanded  a 

_*ll  of  Athens  was  considerable. 

ilebrated  in  all  the  regions  of 

natu 

me' 

fif  _  n  said,  the  history  of  that 

f  .^Mrffli'"'''*"'  of  the  Roman  dominion  to  the  beginning  of 

rfce  first  chapter  is  an  important  one.  It  describes  to  us 
Ite  population  during  the  period  under  consideration  ;  and 
information,  without  vhich  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
e  accounts  either  of  medieeval  or  modern  Greece.  The 
lummary  will  give  some  idea  of  the  importance  of  this 
>^ 

(ha  t'°'*  G'^S'^8  '''^  conquered  by  the  Ottoman  Turks,  it  was  inhabited 

'''*!iifl^'''  nstions  as  cultivators  of  the  soil.   All  these  different  people,  conse- 

b/<''5^i'Qm)ed  permanent  elements  of  the  population,  for  the  true  teat  of  national 

q^'-ll'QOXi  is  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  by  the  settlers.  It  is  the  only  way  in  which 

""'^flry  °^  '^^  colony  can  be  created.   These  national  races  were — ihe  Greeks, 

'/'  bad  then  become  the  most  numerous  portion  of  the  population  both  in  the 

^iQponnesBua  and  the  continent;  the  Tzakones,  who,  though  like  the  other 

Greel"  they  are  the  representatives  of  a  Greek  race,  must  still  be  considered  a 

distinct  people,  since  they  speak  alanguage  unintelligible  to  the  modem  Greeks ; 

tbe  SdavoniouB,  the  Bulgarians,  the  vallachians,  and  the  Albanians." 

We  have,  then,  revealed  to  us  that  series  of  events  which  issued  in  the 
conquest  of  Constanlinople,  and  wi(h  it  of  the  rest  of  Greece,  b;  the 
Crusaders.  The  story  afterwards  follows  the  several  principalities  into 
-which  the  conquered  country  was  divided,  and  traces  out  the  changes 
that  took  place  till  the  whole  was  reunited  again  under  the  sway  of  the 
followers  of  Mahomet.  The  language  throughout  is  clear,  and  everywhere 
most  intelligible  :  the  style  pleasing,  yet  forcible.  In  neither  do  we  think  the 
author  need  fear  to  be  compared  with  his  great  predecessor,  the  historian  of 
the  Decline  and  Fall.  His  periods  are  less  stately  and  laboured,  but  more 
readableandquiteas  intelligible.  We  may  add,  that  he  is  less  rhetorical  than 
Macaulay;  but,  if  we  may  judge  from  ourown  impressions, more  trustworthy. 
"There  is  nothing  more  beauliful  in  science,"  thus  writes  Sydney  Smith, 
"  than  to  hear  any  man  candidly  owning  his  ignorance.  It  is  so  little  the 
habit  of  men  who  cultivate  knowledge  to  do  so — they  so  often  have  re- 
course to  subterfuge,  nonsense,  or  hypothesis,  rather  than  to  a  plain, 
manly,  declaration,  either  that  they, themselves  do  not  understand  tbe 
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subject^  or  that  the  subject  is  not  understood,  that  it  is  really  quite  re- 
freshing to  witness  such  instances  of  philosophical  candour,  and  it  creates 
an  immediate  prepossession  in  favour  of  the  person  in  whom  it  is  ob- 
served." We  can  justly  say,  that  the  quality  considered  so  desirable  and 
so  rare  by  the  late  Canon,  was  observed  by  us  with  much  satisfaction  in 
the  present  work.  Where  the  author  is  ignorant  or  uncertain,  he  does  not 
hesitate  to  tell  us  so,  a  practice  which  we  should  be  glad  to  see  more  gene- 
rally imitated. 

It  remains  for  us  to  add,  that  about  one  quarter  of  the  volume  treats 
of  the  history  of  the  empire  of  Trebizond.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  un- 
necessary to  mention,  that  this  city  is  situated  on  the  south-eastern  corner 
of  the  Black  Sea,  and  that  for  more  than  two  centuries  it  bore  no  small 
part  in  the  events  of  medieeval  times.  The  fact,  that  it  was  colonized  by 
a  party  of  Greeks  after  one  of  the  numerous  revolutionary  disturbances  at 
Byzantium,  brings  this  empire  into  connection  with  the  rest  of  the  work. 
We  need  not  say  that  this  portion  has  been  treated  in  the  same  lucid  and 
agreeable  style.  In  a  word,  those  that  have  seen  Mr.  Finlay's  earlier 
volume,  will  need  no  urging  from  us.  To  those  that  have  not,  we  confi- 
dently recommend  the  present  one.   . 


THE   MIRROR   OF  HISTORY  ;    OR  LIVES  OF  TH&  MEN  OF  GREAT    ERAS,  FROM 
JULIUS  CXSAR  TO  WILLIAM  THE  CONQUEROR.      BT  THE   REV.  E.  BUDOE, 

B.A.     Pp.303.     (London:  Baldwin,  IS5\.) 

Some  such  title  as  "  The  Mirror  of  Intermediate  History,"  would,  we 
think,  have  been  more  appropriate  and  attractive,  than  the  more  general 
and  indefinite  one  which  stands  first  upon  the  title  page  of  this  volume. 
This  part  of  the  work,  in  fact,  appears  more  open  to  criticism  than  any 
other.     We  conceive  that,  in  an  historical  point  of  view,  **  The  Mirror  of 
History"  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  another  name  for  *'  Lives  of  the  Men 
of  great  Eras,  from  Julius  Csesar  to  William  the  Conqueror.'*     The  work, 
as  the  author  informs  us,  contains  a  summary  of  the  most  important  and 
interesting  facts  connected  with  the  history  of  the  world  during  a  thousand 
years,  from  the  rise  of  the  Roman  Emperors  to  the  Norman  Conquest. 
The  principal  revolutions  in  Europe  during  this  period  are  sketched  in  the 
lives  of  those  remarkable  men  whose  biography  is  connected  with  eras 
from  which  may  be  dated  the  great  moral,  political,  and  religious  events 
which  have  so  powerfully  influenced  the  progress  and  decline  of  states  and 
empires.     The  volume  is  divided  into  twelve  eras,  which  are  designated  as 
"  the  Lives  of  Julius  Ceesar,  Augustus  Caesar,  Titus  Vespasian,  Antoninus 
Pius,  Diocletian,  Constantine  the  Great,  Theodosius  the  Great,  Gregory  the 
Great,Mahomet,Charlemagne,AlfredtheGreat, and  William  the  Conqueror." 
Thus  the  portion  of  the  world's  history  treated  of  in  this  work,  commences 
with  the  concluding  part  of  ancient  history,  and  ends  with  that  part  of 
modern  history  with  which  a  great  proportion  of  young  English  readers 
begin  their  study  of  modern  history.     It  may  therefore  be  called  "  inter- 
mediate," and  is,  we  think,  that  part  of  history  which  is  more  frequently 
slurred  over  or  neglected  in  early  English  education  than  any  other. 
One  reason  of  this  neglect  probably  is,  that  there  are  few  works  which 
treat  of  this  period  in  a  concise  and  connected  form,  or  in  a  lively  and 
interesting  manner.     The  work  before  us  seems  exactly  to  meet  this  de- 
ficiency, and  it  is  compiled  with  a  view  to  educational  purposes.     After 
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each  event  the  date  is  added.  Each  chapter  contains  one  of  the  twelve 
eras,  and  is  divided  into  sections,  >vhich  are  numbered,  and  at  the  end  of 
each  chapter  a  summary  is  given,  and  reference  to  the  number  of  the 
section,  thus  providing  an  easy  method  for  questioning  and  examination. 
The  work  is  well  suited  for  the  upper  classes  of  schools,  as  it  gives  a  cor- 
rect and  comprehensive  view  of  the  period  to  which  it  relates,  and  is  cal- 
culated to  excite  a  desire  of  further  information  upon  the  history  of  which 
it  treats.  The  style  is  clear  and  interesting,  and  whenever  the  history  of 
the  Church  is  touched  upon,  or  the  errors  noticed,  that  have  from  time 
to  time  unhappily  prevailed  amongst  Christians,  it  is  always  done  with  a 
reverential  spirit,  and  in  an  uncontroversial  but  fair  and  temperate  manner. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  TEACHING,  ITS  OBJECT  AND  METHOD,  PRACTICALLY  CON- 
SIDERED. BY  THE  REV.  J,  F.  SERJEANT,  CURATE  OF  ST.  GEORGe's 
CHURCH,    DOUGLAS,    ISLE     OF    MAN,    AND     DIOCESAN      INSPECTOR    OF 

SCHOOLS.     18mo.  pp.  182.     (London:  Nisbet  and  Co.) 

It  was  undoubtedly  as  substitutes  for  day-schools,  that  Sunday-schools 
were  established  in  this  country ;  and  for  many  years  they  were  almost 
wholly  devoted  to  the  instruction  of  the  children  in  the  mechanical  arts  of 
reading  and  writing.     This,  too,  is  evidently  the  light  in  which  they  are 
looked  upon  still  in  many  parts  of  the  manufacturing  districts,  where  they 
are  perhaps  most  numerous.     At  the  large  Sunday-school  at  Stockport 
(the  largest,  we  believe,  in   the  world),  which  is  said  to  accommodate 
10,000  persons,  not  only  are  reading  and  writing  taught,  but  arithmetic 
and  other  subjects  of  secular  instruction,     A  vast  deal  of  good  has  un- 
questionably been  wrought  in  this  manner,  for  little  advance  in  religious 
instruction   can   be   made  until  the  rudiments  of  education  have  been 
mastered  in  some  degree;  and  throughout  the  country,  at  the  time  of 
their  establishment,  the  Sunday-schools  were  the  only  places  at  which  the 
children  of  the  poor  could  acquire  these  rudiments,  and  such  is  even  now 
the  case  in  many  partss  of  the  districts  alluded  to,  or,  where  it  is  not,  they 
are  prevented  by  their  occupations    from  attending  at  day  or  evening 
schools.     We  are  fully  aware  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  conscientious 
convictions  of  a  large  portion  of  the  community  to  do  good  of  this  kind 
on  the  sabbath-day ;  and  we  do  not  allude  to  the  practice  in  order  to 
uphold  it,  but  only  to  recall  to  the  recollection  of  our  readers  what  have 
been  the  origin,  and,  to  a  large  extent,  the  practical  working,  of  our 
Sunday-schools.     They  have  been  the  offspring  of  a  time  of  transition, 
and  should  be  considered  as  a  temporary  arrangement  only  to  last  so  long 
as  the  day-schools  remain  inadequate  to  the  task  of  educating  the  children 
of  the  poor.     "We  do  not  by  any  means  think  that  the  time  for  dispensing 
with  them  has  yet  arrived,  although  we  have  already  expressed  ourselves 
pretty  fully  as  to  the  evils  to  which  their  operation  gives  rise,  as  regards 
the  child,  the  parent,  and  the  schoolmaster,  and  Which  are  now  beginning 
to  be  acknowledged,  as  the  necessity  for  these  institutions  is  diminishing; 
but  we  do  think  that,  in  all  efforts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
Sunday-schools,  their  true  character  should  be  borne  in  mind.    There 
are  many  localities,  where  good  day-schools  exist ;  and  where  the  pupils 
who  attend  these  are  the  very  same,  almost  without  exception,  as  those 
who  attend  the  Sunday-schools.     In  such  cases,   we  are  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  Sunday-school  is  carried  to  excess ;  that  the  removal  of 
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the  children  from  their  parents  and  homes,  and  the  depriving  them  ol  all 
time  for  recreation  in  the  open  air,  and  the  additional  tax  upon  the 
master's  time  and  energies,  are  all  unnecessary  evils,  not  counterbalanced 
by  any  positive  good. 

Without  taking  upon  ourselves  to  say  that  Douglas,  or  any  other  place 
in  the  Isle  of  Man,  is  such  a  locality  as  we  have  described  (indeed,  as  far 
as  our  information  goes,  we  believe  the  case  is  far  otherwise),  we  cannot 
say  that  the  reverend  author  of  this  little  work  before  us  seems  to  take  a 
most  exaggerated  view  of  the  objects  and  capabilities  of  Sunday-schools. 
With  him,  it  would  almost  appear  that  the  Sunday-school  is  not  merely  to 
take  the  place  of  the  day-school,  but  of  the  Church  itself: — it  is  to  be  all 
in  all  in  the  importation  of  religious  knowledge  and  the  conversion  of 
souls.  We  are  accordingly  presented  with  schemes  for  the  instruction  of 
several  classes  in  a  wide  range  of  subjects :  in  the  collect  and  gospels,  the 
Church  catechism,  scriptural  biography  or  history,  modern  missions,  and 
the  evidences  of  Christianity.  The  teachers  who  are  to  give  this  instruc- 
tion are  to  be  selected  from  the  lay  members  of  the  congregation,  with  a 
scrupulous  regard  to  the  two  requisites  for  the  office — Christian  character 
and  aptitude  to  teach.  Mr.  Serjeant  appears  to  acknowledge  the  justice 
of  allowing  the  regular  schoolmaster  a  day  of  repose  on  the  sabbath. 
These  teachers  are  diligently  to  qualify  themselves  by  attendance  at  good 
day-schools,  by  reading  works  on  education,  by  keeping  journals,  and  by 
holding  conferences  together,  besides,  of  course,  the  study  of  good  books 
on  various  subjects  of  instruction.  We  give  the  following  as  an  instance 
of  the  qualifications  required  by  the  author  in  Sunday-school  teachers  : 
those  required  for  teaching  other  subjects  are  not  less  extensive. 

*'  It  is  only  (he  says)  by  industrious  preparation  that  Church  history  can  be 
made  attractive.  If  a  teacher  will  carefully  read  all  that  these  (Dr.  Burton, 
Milner,  Bishop  Short,  and  Southey,)  and  other  writers,  to  whose  works  he  may 
have  access,  have  written  on  any  one  century  of  the  Christian  Church ;  if  he 
will  make  himself  fully  acquainted  with  the  dates  by  which  the  chief  events  of 
the  century  are  distinguisned ;  if  he  will  prepare  a  succinct  digest  of  these 
events,  so  that  each  one  shall  stand  out  prominently  from  the  rest,  and  yet  shall 
exhibit  its  connexion  with  the  rest ;  if  he  will  store  his  memory  with  a  few  lively 
incidents,  illustrative  of  personal  character,  or  of  the  peculiar  age  to  which  the 
lesson  relates :  I  have  no  doubt  that  his  subject  will  prove  one  of  untiring 
interest  to  himself  and  to  his  class.  Lessons  on  almost  any  point  become  in- 
teresting, if  the  teacher  fully  understand  and  love  his  subject,  and  if  he  at  all 
possess  the  power  of  communicating  what  he  so  understands  and  loves.", 

It  must  be  evident  to  our  readers,  that  Mr.  Serjeant  is  calculating  upon 
a  class  of  men  whom  it  will  never  be  possible  to  enlist  as  voluntary  teachers 
in  our  Sunday-schools.  .  Such  men  are  only  to  be  found  among  the  ranks 
of  trained  teachers ;  and  very  few  jof  these  ever  reach  Mr.  Serjeant's 
standard  of  excellence.  The  reverend  author  has  sketched  out  an  ad- 
mirable system  of  religious  instruction,  but  it  is  in  our  day-schools  that  we 
must  seek  the  means  of  carrying  out  such  a  scheme.  In  the  majority  of 
Sunday-schools  the  plan  would  be  totally  impracticable ;  and  even,  sup- 
posing it  practicable,  the  Sunday-school,  after  all,  as  we  have  endeavoured 
to  show,  is  not  an  institution  to  which  we  should  seek  to  give  so  per- 
manent and  independent  a  character. 

We  dp  not,  at  the  same  time,  feel  any  hesitation  in  recommending  this 
work  to  Sunday-school  teachers.  So  long  as  Sunday-schools  are  neces- 
sary, it  is  all-important  that  they  should  be  well  conducted,  and  the 
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scLolars  efficiently  taught;  and,  although  Mr.  Serjeant's  standard  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  most  of  the  teachers  (their  time  being  too  much  taken 
up  with  their  week-day  avocations  for  the  preparation  he  requires),  yet  it 
is  always  well  to  aim  high. 

To  schoolmasters,  schoolmistresses,  and  all  those  preparing  to  become 
teachers,  we  very  strongly  recommend  the  volume.  Not  only  does  it 
contain  an  admirable  scheme  of  religious  instruction,  but  most  valuable 
hints  to  Sunday-school  teachers  in  regard  to  their  duties  under  all  aspects, 
all  of  which  are  equally,  and,  in  fact,  more  particularly  applicable  to  day- 
school  teachers,  Besides  these,  the  work  contains  a  separate  chapter  on 
week-day  parochial  schools,  (the  author  seems  to  have  felt  towards  the 
end,  that  after  all,  his  book  was  one  for  day-school  teachers  more  espe- 
cially,) and  an  appendix  of  Skeleton  Lessons  on  Scriptural  Subjects,  which 
will  be  found  extremely  useful.  Both  as  regards  the  value  of  the  hints 
and  the  freedom  of  the  style,  we  must  say,  we  have  not  met  with  the 
equal  of  this  exoellent  little  volume  in  the  same  walk  of  literature,  since 
the  appearance  of  Todd's  •*  Sunday-school  Teacher's  Guide."  The  work 
is  not  expensive,  but  we  give  the  following  specimens  as  a  further  induce- 
ment to  teachers  to  purchase  it : — 

Netbr  take  Notes  to  School. 

**  Never  take  your  notes  with  you  to  Bchool.  It  is  auite  pitiful  to  see  a 
Sunday-school  teacher  retailing  to  his  class  explanations  from  a  written  paper ; 
and  it  is  almost  as  offensive  to  see  him  '  cramming'  in  some  quiet  corner  of  the 
school-room,  immediately  before  the  teaching  commences.  If  the  lesson  has 
been  properly  studied,  and  your  mind  is  thoroughly  imbued  with  its  spirit,  such 
trammels  will  be  as  useless  to  you,  as  would  be  crutches  to  a  sound  man.  I 
admit,  that  to  a  lame  man,  crutches  are  serviceable ;  but  you  have  no  right  to  go 
limping  to  your  duty.  The  whole  week  lies  before  you,  in  which  you  may 
prepare,  and  with  only  a  very  moderate  degree  of  application,  such  helps  may  be 
dispensed  with.  I  might  almost  say,  never  take  your  book  with  you  to  the 
school.  You  should  be  able  to  teach  as  well  without  as  with  it.  By  committing 
to  memory  the  eight  or  ten  verses  of  the  lesson,  this  may  be  easily  accom- 
plished ;  and  the  freedom  and  pleasure  which  such  an  acquisition  wUl  ensure  to 
you,  as  well  as  the  respect  which  it  will  win  from  your  scholars,  will  not  be 
slight." 

Repetition  Lessons.^ 

•*  With  regard  to  committing  scripture  to  memory,  1  very  much  prefer  the 
learning  so  many  isolated  verses  selected  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  system.  Three 
or  four  chapters,  1st,  3rd,  and  22nd  of  Genesis;  the  5th,  53rd,  and  55th  of 
Isaiah ;  the  3rd,  10th,  and  14th  of  St.  John ;  several  of  the  Psalms,  or  chapters 
of  the  Proverbs,  might  all  form  appropriate  subjects  for  repetition ;  and  might 
be  taught,  verse  by  verse,  if  in  no  other  way,  until  they  were  fully  mastered. 
By-and-by,  they  would  form  a  stock,  and  would  be  at  hand  for  proof  of  doc- 
trines, or  illustration  of  narrative.  To  commit  to  memory  isolated  scripture 
proofs  of  catechisms  or  creeds  is,  I  think,  injudicious.  The  full  meaning  of  a 
verse  of  scripture  cannot  often  be  seen  apart  from  its  context.  It  is  better  for  the 
scholars  to  draw  their  own  proofs  from  the  stores  with  which  their  minds  are 
furnished,  or  else  to  read  the  proofs  from  their  Bibles  in  connexion,  when 
requisite,  with  the  context." 

The  SuNDAY-scHOOL  Teacher  in  the  Class. 

•  *  *  Be  simple  in  your  manners  and  dress.  Avoid  everything  which  would 
give  persons  the  notion  that  religion  consists  in  being  eccentric.  It  is  lamentable 
to  witness  the  affectation  of  some  of  our  Sunday-school  teachers.    Sometimes 
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it  18  caught  up  within  the  precincts  of  a  college,  sometimes  behind  a  counter, 
and  sometimes  it  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  aping  a  popular  minister ;  but 
whenever  a  teacher  exchanges  simple  propriety  of  manner  for  studied  man* 
nerism,  or  a  natural  mode  of  speech  for  expressions  caught  up  from  the  lips 
of  others ;  from  that  moment  nis  character  becomes  deteriorated,  and  his  in- 
fluence weakened.  All  imitators  are  so  far  despicable,  and  none  more  so  than 
the  adopters  of  the  peculiarities  of  good  men,  the  cut  of  their  coat,  the  tones  of 
tlieir  voice,  their  particular  phraseology  or  manners :  dress,  therefore,  as  others 
dress ;  speak  as  others  speak,  and  let  truthfulness  and  reality  be  stamped  upon 
your  outward  demeanour,  as  well  as  upon  your  heart.  Especially  guard  agamst 
the  extreme  of  being  fine.  A  grand  waistcoat,  or  a  blazing  ring,  has  spoileid  the 
effect  of  manjr  a  Sunday  lesson ;  and  not  a  few  of  our  vain  voung  women,  who 
squander  their  money  on  ribbons  or  finery,  might  quote  theur  vanity  and  ez« 
travagance." 

Thb  Sunday-school  Tbachbr  in  thb  Cottagb. 

"  It  (visitation)  will  be  beneficial  to  himself.  He  will  thus  pick  up  the  modes 
of  expression  which  the  poor  employ,  and  become  acquainted  with  the  principles 
by  which  they  are  chiefly  influenced.  He  will  be  able  to  gather  home  illus- 
trations of  scriptural  truth,  which  will  wear  a  vividness  and  a  reality  which  illus- 
trations fetched  from  books  or  from  the  experiences  of  his  own  social  circle, 
would  altogether  lack.  The  great-grandmotber,  imbecile  and  bedridden,  who 
occupies  one  corner  of  the  family  abode,  and  with  whose  image  the  family  have 
been  familiar  ever  since  they  were  bom;  the  antique  clock,  which  occupies 
another  comer;  and  which,  after  descending  from  generation  to  generation^ 
still  ticks  with  unfaltering  precision,  and  bids  fair  for  descending  to  generations 
yet  to  come ;  the  single  geranium,  whose  sprouting  leaves  and  crimson  blossoms 
form  the  eldest  daughter's  choicest  treasure  and  the  cottage  window's  brightest 
ornament ;  these,  and  a  thousand  other  instances  of  family  habits,  or  cottage 
economy,  might  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Sunday  lesson,  by  way  of  illus- 
tration or  application,  or  appeal.  If  I  tell  my  scholar  that  the  old  must  die,  and 
the  young  may,  I  tell  him  a  truth  which  he  learns,  but  to  forget ;  but  if  I 
remind  him  of  the  corpse  of  his  younger  sister,  which  his  mother  showed  us  in 
its  little  coffin,  when  last  I  called  at  his  house,  the  truth  becomes  self-evident, 
and  abides  like  a  nail  in  a  sure  place.  If  I  tell  him  that  the  Lord  will  preserve 
those  who  fear  him,  when  tempted  with  sin,  or  threatened  with  evil ;  the  pro- 
bability is,  that  the  lesson  will  escape,  and  perhaps  be  farthest  from  the  memory 
when  most  needed ;  but  if  I  remind  him  of  the  hen  that  gathereth  her  brood 
under  her  wings  beneath  his  own  father's  window,  and  explain  to  him  that  so  the 
Lord  shields  his  servants  in  the  time  of  peril,  the  probability  is,  that  the  lesson 
will  make  an  impression  which  will  be  indelible,  and  that  every  sight  of  the 
speckled  mother  and  her  timid  group  will  awaken  the  spiritual  truth  they  have 
been  used  to  illustrate.'^ 


1.  A  HAND-BOOK  OF  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE,  FOR  THE  USE  OF  STU- 
DENTS OF  THE  UNIVERSITIES  AND  HIGHER  CLASSES  OF  SCHOOLS.  BT 
R.  G.  LATHAM,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  LATE  FELLOW  OF  KINg's  COLLEGE,  CAM- 
BRIDGE ;     AND    LATE    PROFESSOR    OF    ENGLISH,   UNIVERSITY  C0LL£6S| 

LONDON,  12mo.  pp.  398.     {Taylor^  Walton  and  Maberley.) 

2.  OUTLINES  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  FOR  THE 
USE  or  THE  JUNIOR  CLASSE3  IN  COLLEGE,  AND  THE  HIGHER  CLASSES 
IN  SCHOOLS.  BY  GEEORE  L.  CRAIK,  PROFESSOR  OF  HISTORY  AND  OF 
ENGLISH   LITERATURE   IN    QUEEN's    COLLEGE,    BELFAST.       FOOLSC.    8V0. 

pp.  176<     (LoDdon:  Chapman  and  Hall, ) 

The  first  of  these  two  volumes  is  an  abridgment  of  Dr.  Latham's  well- 
known-  work  on  the  English  Language.     Students  will  find  in  it  all  that 
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is  most  valuable  in  the  original ;  while  the  price  is  not  much  more  than 
half  of  that  at  which  the  large  work  is  published.  For  an  abridgment,  it 
is  perhaps  rather  too  near  the  size  of  the  original,  especially  as  it  is 
designed  for  a  school-book.  We  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the 
author,  that,  in  publishing  another  edition,  he  might  still  further  reduce 
the  size  and  the  price  by  omitting  several  long  passages  containing  minute 
explanations  of  grammatical  terms,  which  are  hardly  necessary  forrpersons 
who  are  able  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  so  advanced  a  work.  The 
chapter  **  On  the  Province  of  Etymology,"  is  one  of  the  passages  to 
which  we  allude.  These  long  definitions,  and  the  formal  repetitions  of 
phraseology  which  Dr.  Latham  so  frequently  employs,  increase,  we  think 
unnecessarily,  the  size^  and  consequently  the  price,  of  all  the  editions  of  his 
celebrated  work. 

Professor  Craik's  little  book  is  an  excellent  compendium  of  the  history 
of  our  language.  The  author  is  well  known  as  a  very  successful  writer  of 
literary  history,  from  the  part  he  took  in  the  authorship  of  the  "  Pictoral 
History  of  England."  The  style  of  the  lecturer,  or  rather  of  the  careful 
and  energetic  teacher,  is  very  apparent  in  the  present  volume.  Mr. 
Craik  does  not  lay  down  the  history  of  the  language  as  having  been 
definitely  ascertained  by  himself  and  his  authorities,  but  shows  his 
readers  the  various  kinds  of  evidence  upon  which  the  facts  he  states 
are  founded,  just  as  a  teacher  would  endeavour  to  explain  the  subject 
vivd  voce  to  his  pupils.  Elementary  books  of  instruction  written  by 
persons  thus  acquainted  with  the  doubts  and  difficulties  of  young  stu- 
dents, have  a  great  advantage  over  those  which  are  the  result  of  mere 
book  learning.  Professor  Craik  does  not  delay  the  attention  of  his 
readers  by  extracts  from  the  various  writers.  A  few  *'  Illustrative 
Specimens,''  are  added  at  the  end  of  the  **  history;"  but  Professor 
Craik,  in  his  experience  as  a  teacher,  has  doubtless  found  that  short 
extracts  convey  very  little  idea  of  the  general  characteristics  of  an 
author's  style,  and  that  the  only  effective  method  is  to  make  the  pupils 
read  the  entire  works.  One  work  studied  in  this  way  is  of  much  more 
real  advantage  to  them  than  a  scattered  acquaintance  with  scraps  from  the 
whole  range  of  British  authors.  This  is  decidedly  the  best  elementary 
book  on  the  subject  that  we  have  seen.  It  will  serve  as  an  excellent 
introduction  to  such  large  works  as  that  of  Dr.  Latham.  We  would 
recommend  the  author,  however,  to  reduce  the  price,  in  order  that  the 
woVk  may  be  made  more  generally  available. 


THE  SACRAMENT  OP  RESPONSIBILITY.     Pp.  48.    Second  Edition.     (Lon- 
don: G.Bell,  1851.) 

Ih'FAKT  BAPTISM,   A  TRUE   SACRAMENT.      BY  JOHN  GIBSON,  B.D.       Pp.  42. 

Second  Edition.     (London:  G.Bell,}S5l.) 

The  object  of  these  tracts  is  to  place  the  doctrine  of  Baptism  before  plain 
people  under  a  scriptural  and  practical  point  of  view.  The  title  of  the 
first  indicates  that  such  is  its  professed  design  by  a  direct  reference  to  the 
responsibility  which  the  doctrine  of  baptismal  regeneration  involves,  as 
also  to  the  testimony  of  scripture  respecting  it.  The  tract  is  mainly  ad- 
dressed to  those  who  do  not  profess  to  own  the  authority  of  the  Church. 
The  testimonies  of  scripture  upon  the  subject  are  therefore  very  fully 
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stated^  and  the  objections  to  them  fairly  brought  forward,  and  carefully 
answered.  This  is  done  under  the  form  of  a  dialogue,  and  the  discussion 
is  carried  on  in  a  calm  and  Christian  tone.  The  point  which  the  author 
has  especially  endeavoured  to  show  is,  "  that  every  Scripture  reason  for 
the  practice  of  infant  baptism,  is  equally  a  reason  for  believing  that  God 
blesses  all  infants  in  that  sacrament  with  the  grace  He  has  annexed  to  the 
ontward  sign/'  He  says  that  he  has  styled  baptism  the  sacrament  of 
responsibility,  not  because  he  intends  to  deny  that  responsibility  attaches 
to  participation  in  any  other  means  of  grace,  but  because  he  finds  that 
the  Apostles  hold  all  the  baptised  responsible  for  grace  received  at  their 
baptism. 

The  other  tract,  mentioned  above,  is  the  substance  of  two  sermons 
addressed  to  a  village  congregation.  It  is  printed,  the  writer  says,  in  the 
hope  of  helping  plain  people  to  a  right  belief  in  that  most  important 
article  of  our  faith,  ''  I  acknowledge  one  baptism  for  the  remission  of 
sins."  How  well  able  Mr.  Gibson  is  to  write  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
reach  the  humblest  capacity,  need  not  be  remarked  to  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  his  two  publications  in  the  list  of  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Christian  Knowledge,  and  entitled  *<  Address  to  a  Sick  Parishioner, 
and  ''On  the  Lord's  Supper."  The  tract  before  us  is  throughout  both 
scriptural  and  practical.  For  the  truth  of  the  first  assertion  we  must 
refer  our  readers  to  its  pages,  but  as  a  proof  of  its  practical  character,  we 
will  give  the  following  short  extract,  which  we  do  with  the  less  hesitation, 
on  account  of  its  immediate  bearing  upon  the  most  important  part  of 
education — the  religious  training  of  children: — 

"  If  you  are  a  parent,  he  persuaded  to  look  upon  Baptism  as  bringing  upon 
your  child  a  great  spiritual  blessing,  and  upon  you  a  great  epiritual  charge, 
xou  receive  your  child,  from  the  font,  one  of  the  Lord's  own  little  ones,  with 
his  blessing  fresh  upon  it,  his  grace  now  within  it :  that  grace,  which,  like  a 
piece  of  leaven,  with  care  and  time,  will  leaven  "  the  whole  lump"  of  its  corrupt 
nature  with  a  new  and  heavenly  nature ;  but  which,  if  neglected,  will  as  surely 
be  choked  and  destroyed  by  the  growth  of  evil.  See  that  you  deal  with  vour 
child  accordingly.  Watch  jealously  over  him.  Check  the  first  and  slightest 
tendencies  to  sin.  Shield  him  from  every  temptation.  Guard  him  against  the 
assaults  of  Satan.  And,  if  unhappily,  notwithstanding  all  your  care,  he  fall 
into  sin,  teach  him,  by  Uie  repentance  and  faith  promised  for  him  at  Baptism, 
to  seek  forgiveness  for  his  sin  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  power  to  keep  his 
Baptismal  vow  more  stedfastlv  in  time  to  come,  an,d  feeling  how  little  you  are 
qualified  in  yourself  to  do  all  tnis,  and  to  carry  such  a  charge  safely  through  so 
much  difficulty  and  danger,  be  ever  calling  on  the  Lord  to  help  you  in  bringing 
up  for  Him  this  lamb  of  His  flock.  So,  and  so  only,  may  you  hope  to  see  the 
grace  of  holy  Baptism  grow  with  your  child's  growth,  and  strengthen  with  his 
years.  But  if  you,  as  a  parent,  neglect  this ;  if  you  deal  by  the  Lord's  Sacra- 
ment as  if  it  were  an  empty  form,  and  with  your  child  as  if  he  had  no  soul ; 
then  great  will  be  his  loss,  and  dreadful  your  account,  when  his  Lord  meets  you 
face  to  face  in  the  Day  of  Judgment." 
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A  CATECHISM  OK  GOSFEL  HISTORY;  FOR  THOSE  ENGAGED  IK  THE  WORK 
OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  AND  WHO  ARE  DESIROUS  OF  IMPLANTING 
TRUE     CHURCH     PRINCIPLES.        BY     THE    REV.     SAMUEL     KETTLEWELL, 

CURATE  OF  THE  PARISH  CHURCH,  LEEDS.     (Lonclon  :  RivingtoTis.) 

We  have  a  great  objection  to  all  catechisms,  except  such  as  sTre  meant, 
like  the  Church  Catechism,  to  be  committed  to  memory  as  concise  formulas 
of  doctrine.  It  is  true  that  the  present  catechism  is  not  intended  for  the 
scholars;  but  such  a  work  is  not  much  less  objectionable  when  prepared 
for  the  teacher.  The  author  says,  **  that  it  has  been  found  extiemelj 
useful  to  teachers,  many  of  whom  have  little  time  to  devote  to  prepara- 
tion ;  and  it  is,  of  course,  only  to  such  persons,  or  to  those  who  have  not 
the  ability  to  frame  questions  for  themselves,  that  it  can  be  of  any  use  at 
all.  But,  in  either  case,  we  think  the  usefulness  of  the  work  must  be 
very  small.  No  aids  of  this  kind  will  render  the  teaching  of  an  incom- 
petent person  effective.  If  the  instruction  does  not  pass  through  his  own 
mind,  and  receive  an  influence  from  it,  he  only  acts  as  a  mere  machine  in 
conveying  the  teaching  of  others,  and,  in  this  ^ase,  the  catechism  might 
just  as  well  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  scholar  at  once.  For  those  who 
*^  have  little  time  to  devote  to  preparation,"  the  work  must  be,  it  appears 
to  us,  of  still  less  real  service ;  we  are  almost  inclined  to  think,  that,  in 
some  instances,  it  may  be  even  injurious.  If  a  teacher  has  no  time  for 
preparation,  he  has  no  time  for  teaching,  for  the  preparation  of  his  lessons 
is  one  of  the  principal  parts  of  his  work.  A  lesson  that  has  not  been 
prepared,  or  a  lesson  prepared  to  the  teacher's  hand  by  another,  can  be  of 
very  little  utility  either  to  himself  or  tohis  pupils.  It  is  just  the  effort  required 
in  the  preparation  of  a  lesson  that  is  best  calculated  to  make  him  earnest  and 
methodical  in  giving  it;  and  the  more  the  instruction  proceeds  directly 
from  his  own  mind,  the  more  valuable  will  it  be  to  the  children,  who  are 
not  so  much  influenced  by  the  facts  imparted  in  the  instruction,  as  by  the 
impression  which  those  facts  have  made  upon  the  teacher.  A  man  may 
convey  a  large  amount  of  information  to  his  pupils  upon  sacred  and  secular 
matters,  without  having  any  considerable  influence  upon  their  tone  of 
thought  and  feeling.  Even  in  secular  instruction,  such  a  man  could  not 
be  considered  a  good  teacher;  but  in  religious  teaching,  and  more  es- 
pecially in  teaching  the  life  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  such  an  instructor 
would  be  little  better  than  none  at  all. 

Though  we  cannot  approve  of  this  Catechism  as  a  book  to  use  for  a 
class,  it  may  nevertheless  be  found  useful  to  parents  in  the  quiet  and  fami- 
liar instruction  of  their  children. 


KEY   TO   TATe's    EXERCISES   ON     MECHANICS   AND    NATURAL     PHILOSOPHY. 

BY  THOMAS  TATE,  F.R.A.s.     (Loudon :  Longmau  and  Co,) 

This  little  volume  is,  like  all  that  Mr.  Tate  does,  remarkable  for  its  lucid 
arrangement,  and  the  happy  way  in  which  a  practical^  bearing  is  given 
to  the  subjects. 

It  contains  neat  and  excellent  solutions  to  all  the  unsolved  questions 
m  his  Exercises  on  Mechanics,  as- well  as  to  some  very  instructive  addi- 
tional problems ;  and  it  will  be  found  invaluable  to  the  unassisted  student, 
as  well  as  to  the  teacher  whose  time  is  of  importance. 
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ALLEGED  ABSURDITIES  IN  ENGLISH  GRAMMAR. 

Sir, — As  some  of  the  strictures  I  had  prepared  on  Iota  Tau's  letter  have 
been  anticipated  by  Mr.  Simpson,  I  shali  direct  my  attention  to  those 
points  on  which  the  latter  gentleman  has  not  touched,  or  on  which  I 
entertain  a  different  opinion  from  him ;  commencing  with  the  paragraph 
in  Iota  Tau's  letter  numbered 

3.  It  is  here  asserted  that,  ''  In  such  sentences  as  the  board  is  blacky 
the  adjective  is  parsed  as  qualifying  a  noun  understood."  Now  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  w]^t  text-book  furnishes  such  a  rule  as  this.  I  have  read 
grammar-books  from  Latham's  down  to  the  penny  grammar  of  the  Tract 
Society,  but  my  memory  can  call  up  no  rules  which  would  justify  such  a 
method  of  parsing  the  sentence.  There  may  be  such,  and  if  there  are,  I 
shall  join  with  Iota  Tau  in  objecting  to  them.  Meanwhile,  it  appears  to 
me  pieferable  U  be  guided  by  such  considerations  as  the  following : — 

(I).  Adjectives  may  be  used  in  two  ways ;  attributively,  or  predica- 
tively,  (2).  Vhen  we  say,  the  black  board,  the  adjective  is  said  to  be 
used  attributivey.  (3).  When  we  say,  the  board  is  black,  the  adjective 
is  used  predica!ively.  (4).  This  distinction  is  not  necessary,  nor  is  it  ob- 
served in  the  gammars  of  those  languages  whose  inflection  or  non-inflection 
is  the  same  ic  both  cases.  The  English,  French,  and  Latin  languages 
may  be  cited  as  illustrations  of  this  remark  :  and  in  the  grammars  of  these 
languages  adjectives  are  regarded  as  simply  qualifying  the  nouns  possessing 
the  properties  ndicated  by  those  adjectives,  whether  they  be  used  attri- 
butively or  pedicatively.  But  (5)  in  those  languages  which,  like  the 
German,  have  the  adjective,  when  used  attributively,  inflected  so  as  to 
agree  with  its  noun,  and  in  the  other  case  not,  thi&  distinction  is  brought 
conspicuously  before  the  reader's  observation ;  but  even  in  this  case,  I 
cannot  discover  the  slightest  hint  about  '*  qualifying  a  noun  understood  ;'* 
on  the  contr£ry,  whenever  an  adjective  is  used  predicatively,  it  is  spoken 
of  as  qualifybg  the  subject-noun,  just  as  it  would  be  if  used  attributively. 
Hence  I  infer,  that  if  the  students  intrusted  to  Iota  Tau's  care  parse  the 
sentence  as  ie  describes,  the  fault  is  not  chargeable  on  grammarians  but  on 
their  misapprehension  of  them ;  and  that  the  word  black  qualifies  the  noun 
hoard  in  both  of  the  given  forms  of  that  sentence. 

And  now  having  endeavoured  to  justify  our  present  method  of  parsing,  I 
will  glance  at  that  proposed  by  your  correspondent  as  a  substitute  for  it. 
"  Tie  word  black,'*  he  says,  **  should  be  parsed  as  re/erring  to,  not  as  qua- 
lifying the  noun."  This  is  rather  obscure;  but  we  will  make  the  best  we 
can  of  it.  Let  it  therefore  be  first  noted  that  the  word  black  expresses 
the  quality  of  blackness ;  and  next,  that  this  quality  is  referred  to  the 
board  spoken  of.  Is  not  this  qualifying  the  word  board?  If  not,  it 
appears  to  me  something  very  like  it ;  and  the  method  proposed  a  mere 
circumlocution. 

4.  "  This  horse  is  my  horse."  If  this  sentence  be  contracted  into 
"  This  is  my  horse,"  the  following  reflections  arise.  Granting  that  in  the 
first  form,  *•  this  "  is  an  adjective  according  to  Tau's  view,  and  that  in  the 
second  form,  "this"  is  substituted  for  **  this  horse,"  we  then  have  one 
word  substituted  for  an  adjective  and  a  noun  conjointly.  Such  a  substi- 
tution does  not  answer  to  the  definition  of  a  pronoun.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  with  Mr.  Simpson  we  call  "  this"  in  the  contracted  sentence  an  ad- 
jective, the  position  might  be  defended  on  the  general  principle  tha' 
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adjectives  are  sometimes  used  in  an  absolute  sense,  as  in  the  expression 
The  righteous  shall  be  safe;  but  as  my  memory  fails  to  adduce  any  other 
instance  but  the  one  under  consideration,  in  which  adjectives  absolute  are 
used,  except  for  plural  or  collective  nouns,  I  feel  inclined,  without  intending 
anything  disparaging  to  lotaTau  or  Mrr  Simpson,  to  keep  compamr  when 
on  this  ground  with  the  host  of  grammarians  who  have  gone  before  me» 
reserving  to  myself  the  privilege  of  leaving  them  whenever  future  gram- 
marians shall  devise  a  more  consistent  and  desirable  nomenclature. 

5.  Iota  Tau  says, ''  It  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  it  has  become 
common  to  look  upon  to  as  the  sign  of  the  infinitive/'  &c.  Why  to  be 
regretted?  Fifty  or  sixty  millions  of  people  speaking  t'ae  English  lan- 
guage, and,  save  in  about  a  dozen  exceptional  cases,  never  using  the 
infinitive  without  the  preposition  to  before  it;  and,  further,  having  no 
other  means  of  distinguishing  the  infinitive  from  other  parts  of  the  verb, — 
why  regret  this  ?  To  me  it  would  appear  an  unpardonable  omission  on 
the  part  of  grammarians  if  they  did  not  avail  themselves  ^f  so  obvious  a 
means  of  discrimination.  But  as  Mr.  Simpson's  views  on  this  paragraph 
are  identical  with  my  own,  I  will  not  enlarge,  but  bring  this  letter  %q  a 
wind-up  with  one  or  two  concluding  remarks. 

Your  correspondent  thinks  that  the  young  men  who  enter  our  training 
colleges,  do  not  sufficiently  value  the  importance  of  £n[;lish  grammar^ 
Perhaps  not :  and  my  fear  is^  they  will  value  it  much  less,  iithey  are  to  be 
perplexed  with  such  thought-splitting  questions  as  those  un^er  discussion. 
It  is  in  fact  making  grammar  one  of  those  very  ^'  higher  subjects "  with 
which  we  all  lament  to  see  the  time  and  attention  of  the  phctical  teacher 
taken  up.    And  this  leads  me  to  the  main  observation  I  with  to  make  i-^ 
That  we  have  grievously  misunderstood  what  are  **  higher  subjects'*  an4 
what  elementary.    To  my  mind,  there  are  few  subjects  nore  abstract, 
complicated,  and  inexhaustible  than  are  grammar  and  geog^aphy;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  few  are  more  tangible,  practical,  or  .use;ul  than  geo-« 
metry  and  natural  philosophy.    These  latter  enable  the  teacaer  to  explain 
and  exhibit  the  relation  of  phenomena  daily  and  hourly  occurring  under 
his  immediate  observation,  and  a  very  small  amount  of  knoviiedge  is  suf- 
ficient to  give  a  relish  to  the  practice.     Yet  these  are  called  *  higher  subt 
jects/'     But  we  cannot  say  so  much  of  grammar ;  indeed,  I  an  not  aware 
that  up  to  the  present  time  apy  teacher  has  succeeded  in  defining  so 
elementary  a  term  as  the  '^  Nominative  Casa"  in  a  way  that  is  available 
for  elementary  tuition  {  that  is  to  say,  without  having  recourse  tQ  language 
quite  incomprehensible  to  most  children,  or  without  using  terms  which  for 
themselves  require  definition.     And  thep  with  respect  to  geography,  it  we 
except  the  description  of  the  streets  ip  the  neighbourhood  of  on^'s  spbool, 
few  subjects  are  more  abstract  or  require  more  consummate  skill  than  tht 
impartation  of  correct  notions  on  this  one.    The  tendency  of  young  people 
to  fly  off  to  other  subjects  rather  than  dwell  on  those  last  mentioued,  dp^s 
not  appear  to  me  therefore  to  arise  from  a  disposition  to  entertain  anything 
like  contempt  for  them,  but  in  order  to  get  at  something  they  can  under* 
stand  and  appreciate.    After  all,  the  grand  desideratum  if,  t$chnical  skill 
in  the  teacher;  it  matters  not  what  be  the  subject  in  hand,  and  very  little 
what  text-books  may  be  in  use,  the  skilful  teacher  can  make  any  subject 
attractive,  if  he  be  well  informed  in  it  himself ;  and  then  the  only  recog- 
nised distinction  between  one  subject  and  another  becomes  '*  the  more 
useful"  or  ''the  less  useful,"  and  the  terms  higher  and  lotoer  vanish 
among  the  tbpusapd  and  one  conventionalities  for  wbi«b  fi^nsible  people 
begin  already  to  show  but  little  respect. 

Brighton,  Feb,  II,  Buo-Beta, 
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QuE8.  122. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Salter,  Durham, 

A  BALL  is  discharged  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon  with  a  velocity  of  800 
feet  per  second,  the  weight  of  the  ball  is  10  lbs.,  and  the  length  of  the 
cannon  5  feet;  required  the  mean  pressure  of  the  expansive  vapour  upon 
the  ball. 

Answered  by  Mr.  Sothern,  A.  M,,  Mr.  Sheppard,  Mr,  Rowlatts,  J.  B,, 

Mr.  Morris f  Mr,  Bighton,  and  Mr,  Dyer, 

By  Tate's  '^  Exercises  on  Mechanics/'  &c.  page  90,  we  have 

Accumulated  work  in  the  ball  » —  99481 ; 

32^  X  2 

now  the  pressure  of  lib.  upon  the  ball  will  produce  5  units  of  work, 

99481 
.*.  Mean  pressure  »   — - —  «  19896  lbs. 

5 

QuES.  123. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Morris ,  Gosport, 

Two  parallel  chords  in  a  circle  are  respectively  a  and  b  feet  in  length, 
and  c  feet  apart ;  required  the  diameter  of  the  circle. 

Answered  by  A.  J5.,  Mr.  O'Clazey,  Mr.  Sheppard,  Mr,  Salter y 
Mr,  Elliott,  Prismoidf  and  the  Proposer. 

Let  the  distances  from  the  centre  of  the  circle  to  the  middle  points  of  the  chordSf  a,  b, 
be  X  and  y  respectiyely ;  then  we  have 


«»  = 

4 

+  y 

1 

...    «2    _    yj    « 

l4 

•  a3 

•  • 

but  from  the  questiop, 

we 

also  have 

1 

a  ±y  ■ 

=  c  , 

.  . 

(2), 

where  the  minus  or  plus  sign  obtains  according  as  the  chords  are  on  the  same  or  oppo< 
site  sides  of  the  centre  of  the  circle. 

Dividing  (1)  by  (2),  we  get 


*  Ty  » 

ja  -  a» 
■      4c    ' 

adding  this  and  eq. 

(2)  together,  we  get 

4c2 

*     B3      

8  c 

t 

.'.  fS  =  -J-    + 

/4c3  +  ja 
V          8c 

-"J, 

•.  T>Um.  H    .  /  A 

a./^^^  + 

j»_oJ\ 
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QuES.  124. — Proposed  by  Trigon, 
6iT«B«t       -y<  tofindarandy. 

Answered  by  Mr,  Elliott^  Mr,  Rule,  Mr,  Morris,  Mr.  Sotherriy  and 

Mr,  Righton, 

EztraetiBg  the  («  +  y)^  root  of  the  second  equation^  we  get 

_i 

y  =  ^*+y, 

g  +  y  1 

X  -¥  y         1 


4  *  +  y 

.*.  J?  +  y  =      2 

and  taking  the  +  sighy «  b  2  —  y, 
snbstituting  in  the  second  equation,  we  get 

y*  «  2  -  y,    .%  y  =  1  or  -  2, 

and  therefore  «  a  1  or  4.    Other  values  may  be  obtained  by  taking  the  minus  sign 
of  2. 

QuKS.  125. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Robinson^  Portsmouth, 

Two  circles  are  given  in  position  and  magDitude ;  it  is  required  to  de-* 
termine  the  locus  of  the  centre  of  a  third  circle,  which  shall  bisect  the  cir* 
cumf^reno09  of  the  two  given  circles. 

Answered  by  A.  B,,  and  Mr,  0,  Clasey. 

Let  Obe  the  centre  of  one  of  the  given  circles  whose  radius  is  Rj  and  D  the  centre  of 
the  other  given  circle  whose  radius  is  r ;  also  let  F  be  the  centre  of  a  third  circle  which 
shall  bisect  the  circumferences  of  the  two  given  circles.  Join  P  D,  P  O,  and  from  P  let 
fall  the  perpendicular  P  C  upon  O  D ;  draw  the  diameters  G  D  H,  B  O  A,  through  the 
points  where  the  circumference  of  this  third  circle  intersects  the  two  given  ones ;  join 
P  6,  and  P  B ;  then  6  H  will  be  at  right  angles  to  P  D,  and  B  A  to  P  O  ;  hence  we 
have 

P  G3  =  r8  +  P  D2,  and  P  B«  =  R«  +  P  0»; 

but  P  6  and  P  B  are  radii  of  the  same  circle, 

.-.  R«  +  P  O*  =  f^  +  P  D*, 

.-.  R«  -  r»  =  P  D2  -  P  02 

-DC9^0C9*2DO.  DC-*D09, 

Tvn        R2  — r8  +  D02        . 
.-.DC-  Too '  *  ^''^^  quantity  J 

Therefore  the  locus  of  the  centre,  P,  of  the  third  circle  is  a  straight  Hue,  P  C,  per- 
pendicular to  the  line,  D  O,  joining  the  centres  of  the  two  given  circles,  and  passing 
through  a  point  whose  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  less  circle  is  fsi^&a  by  the  ioHh 
going  equation. 

LIST   OF   MATHEMATICAL   ANSWERS. 

J.  Rowlatt,  Evercreech,  ans.  122,  123,  124 ;  J.  O'Clazey,  Durham,  ans.  122^  123, 
124,  125;  J.  B.,  ans.  122,  123  j  W.  H.  Levy,  Shalbonrne,  ans.  122,  123,  124,  125  j 
6.  Morris,  Gosport,  ans.  122,  123,  124;  T.  Elliott,  Bradley,  ans.  122,  123,  124  ;  T. 
Laurie,  Oundle,  ans.  122,  124 ;  T.  Rule,  Durham,  ans.  122,  123,  124 ;  J.  Bolton,  ans. 
122,  123;  W.  Righton,  ans.  122,  123,  124,  125;  S.  Dyer,  Watistead,  ans.  122,  123, 
124 ;  J.  Salter,  Durham,  ans.  122,  123;  T.  Sothern,  Burtonwood,  ans.  122,  123,  124; 
W.  Miller,  Colwell  Green,  ans.  122 ;  Prismoid,  Tewkesbury,  ans.  122,  123,  124,  125; 
A.  M.  ans.  122, 123, 124,  125  ;  J.  Sheppard,  ans.  122,  123,  124  ;  A.  B.  ans.  123, 125. 
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NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE  AVSWXafiD  IK   OUR    NuMB£R  FOR    APRIL,,   1852. 

Qu£8.  126, — Proposed  by  Mr,  T,  Hornnan. 

Three  labourers  are  employed  on  a  certain  work  ;  A  and  B  can  together 
completa  it  in  a  days,  A  and  C  in  6  days,  and  B  and  C  in  c  days;  In 
what  time  would  each  of  them  do  it  when  working  alone? 

« 

QuKs.  127 .-—Proposed  by  Mr.  Sheppard. 

A  regiment  of  soldiers  being  first  formed  into  a  square  and  then  into  an 
oblong,  it  was  found  that  the  number  in  the  sides  of  the  oblong  exceeded 
those  in  the  sides  of  the  square  by  10.  Of  how  many  soldiers  might  the 
regiment  consist  f 

QuES.  128. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Portsmouth, 

It  is  required  to  construct  a  triangle  having  given  the  base  and  vertical 
angle,  when  the  difference  of  the  squares  of  the  two  sides  is  in  a  given  ratio 
to  th^  area. 


MR.  TEARLB'S  REPORT  OP  SCHOOLS  ORGANIZED  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

(The  following  Report  is  addressed  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  St  Asaph,  by  Mr.  P. 
Tearle,  late  one  of  the  National  Society's  Organizing  Masters.) 

October  23rd,  1851. 

Mt  LoRD,-*-The  time  which  I  have  been  able  to  devote  to  the  work  of  education  in 
North  Wales  having  expired,  I  beg  to  forward  to  your  lordship,  for  the  information  of 
the  Welsh  Education  Committee,  a  short  account  of  the  way  in  which  I  have  been  em- 
ployed^ together  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  schools  that  I  have  visited. 

My  labours  commenced  at  Abergele  on  the  7th  of  July,  and  terminated  at  Plint  on 
the  18th  of  October,  so  that  I  was  occupied  fifteen  weeks.  Of  this  time,  six  weeks 
were  spent  in  assisting  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Binns  to  conduct  the  Harrest  Meeting  of  School- 
masters at  Camaryon,  and  the  remaining  niuQ  weeks  iq  visitiog  twenty-fix  schools  in 
your  lordship's  diocese. 

Respecting  the  meeting  at  Carnarvon  I  need  say  nothingi  as  the  Principal  of  the 
Training  Institution  will  have  sent  you  a  full  account  of  our  proceeding  in  his  report  to 
the  Welsh  Sdu^ation  Committee  j  (m  the  state  of  the  schools  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks. 

Of  the  twenty-six  schools  above-mentioned,  eight  were  boys'  schools,  eight  girls% 
two  infants',  and  eight  mixed.  I  consider  five  of  them  to  be  doing  their  work  well, 
fourteen  progressing  fairly,  and  the  remaining  seven  to  be  more  or  less  inefficient. 

Among  the  several  causes  whieh  occurred  to  me  as  leading  to  this  unsatisfactory  state 
of  things,  I  may  mention — 

I.  A  general  want  of  discipline  and  order;  with  a  few  exceptions,  this  want  is  very 
apparent  in  most  of  the  school^  I  have  seen.  Among  the  exceptions  I  may  notice  the 
girls'  schools  at  Mold  and  Mostyn,  and  the  mixed  school  at  Whitford.  There  are, 
indeed,  s^eral  schools  in  which  the  children  appear  very  quiet  and  orderly,  but  they 
betray  lymptoms  of  fear,  and  their  eyes  wander  restlessly  after  the  master*  This  is 
order  maintained  by  the  terror  of  the  cane,  and  is  strongly  to  be  deprecated.  In  ad- 
dition to  other  bad  effects,  it  has  a  tendency  to  harden  the  children,  to  destroy  all 
sympathy  between  master  and  scholar,  and  to  render  the  children  cunning  and  hypo- 
critical. Besides  which,  it  is  not  rei^,  it  has  no  stability.  The  moment  the  master  or 
mistress's  back  is  turned,  and  the  fear  of  immediate  punishment  removed,  every  ap- 
pearance of  order  vanishes  %t  once* 

II.  Another  obstacle  to  success  is  a  want  of  simplicity  of  ideas  and  language  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers.  They  shoot  over  the  children's  heads  in  both  respects.  The  great 
art  of  teaching  I  conceive  to  be,  to  lower  the  train  of  thought  to  the  level  of  a  child's 
capacity,  and  then  to  dpthethe  ideas  in  simple,  suitable  words.  Simple  ideas  expressed 
in  diffieqlt  terms,  or  waited  ideas  in  simple  terms,  will  both  alike  fail  with  children^ 
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especially  with  Welsh  children,  whose  knowledge  of  the  English  language  is  limited.  It 
is  the  happy  though  rare  combination  of  these  powers  that  constitutes  the  chief  excel- 
lence of  a  good  teacher;  and  it  is  because  we  so  seldom  meet  with  this  combination^ 
that  what  is  so  often  said  of  the  poet  is  to  a  certain  extent  true  of  the  schoolmaster, 
naacitur  nonflt, 

III.  The  result  of  this  want  of  simplicity  is,  that  the  lower  classes  are  neglected. 
They  cannot  comprehend  what  the  teacher  is  saying,  and  he  (or  she)  cannot  understand 
why  they  do  not  make  progress.  Hence  instruction  in  the  lower  classes  is  irksome  to 
both  teacher  and  learner ;  and  the  result  is,  that  the  first  class  gets  more  than  a  fair 
share  of  the  master  or  mistress's  personal  superintendence.  This  is  a  great  mistake,  and 
militates  against  the  very  object  which  the  teacher  has  in  view.  For  if  the  formation  of 
a  good  first  class  be  that  object,  the  instruction  must  begin  in  the  lower  classes ;  while, 
as  was  said  above,  if  the  lower  classes  are  to  profit  by  the  master's  instruction,  he  must 
learn  to  be  clear  and  simple. 

lY.  The  uses  of  the  black-board  are  not  sufficiently  known,  or  at  any  rate  practised. 
I  have  so  often  mentioned  this  subject  before  in  my  reports  to  the  National  Society,  that 
I  shall  not  enlarge  upon  it  in  this  place.  For  my  own  part,  I  can  never  give  a  lesson 
on  any  tubjeet  without  finding  the  black-board  a  most  efficient  auxiliary :  and  I  must 
add,  that  if  teachers  would  only  get  into  the  habit  of  illustrating  their  lessons  by. 
sketches,  figures,  diagrams,  tabulated  forms,  or  in  any  other  way  that  the  subject  admits  of, 
they  would  find  themselves  amply  repaid  by  the  increased  attention  of  the  children,  and 
the  much  greater  effect  which  would  be  given  to  their  instruction.  The  black-board  is, 
in  my  estimation,  preferable  to  the  large  slate;  it  is  more  convenient,  more  portable, 
less  likely  to  be  broken,  and  cheaper.  It  should,  however,  be  properly  painted  with  a 
smooth  glossy  surface,  and  not  in  the  rough,  leaden,  barbarous  manner  in  which  too 
many  are  sold. 
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Christmas,  1 85 1. 

LANGUAGES. 
I.  Translate  litirally  one  of  the  following  passages  : 


Kty  ifioVf  oZros  ff^ffu  avrfiv,  rl  yhp  w^cActrat  &v9pwiros,  ir€f>S^(ras  rhv  K6frfiov 
Z\ov,  iavrhv  8^  hro\4(ra,s  ^  (rifitwOcis ;  t$  A&p  &y  iiranrxwOp  fit  Kot  robs  i/iobs 
\&yovSi  rovrov  6  vihs  rod  AvBpd^ov  ^irato'xvi'^o'erai,  5tov  Ia^j?  iv  rp  96^p  avrov 
Kul  rod  varphs  Koi  rStv  aylav  ayycKoov, 

Parse  4\Buu — iipdrcf^ikiro\4&ti'^iaro\4<rp — (rjfimdtis, 

(2.)  ''Hv  94  ris  Iv  t^  arpari^  Hci^o^Sy,  'ABrivcuoSf  hs  olhe  trrparriyhs  otfre  Xoxoy^s 
oihe  ffrpaTidoTiis  &y  ffvyriKoKo^Bei,  &\\h.  np6^€yos  avrhv  fiereT4fi}^aTO  oXxoBtv,  ^4vos 
&v  kpxaios'  *irt<rxv€*To  8i  adry,  ci  IfKBot,  ^/Xov  avrhv  K^ptu  iroc^treiv,  hy  atrhs 
t^  Kpelrra  iavr^  yofil(€iy  rrfs  irarpiBos,  *0  ii4yroi  U^o^y  kyayvohi  r^y  hritT' 
roK^y  iyoucotvovrat  'itoKpdreif  tw'  A07jvai<^f  irtpl  rrfs  iropiias,  icol  6  ':6o9Kpdrris 
iwoirT€^<ra5  fii\  ri  wphs  rris  irSKtus  ^n-alrtoy  tXy  K^pa  <f>lXoy  y€y4ar6aif  Uri  496k€i  6 
Kvpos  TpoB^iuas  rots  VcuctBai/JU>yiots  ir\  ras  *Adr}yas  (rvfnro\tfiTi<rtu,  avfifiov\€^t 
Ty  Heyo^wKTt  €\B6yTa  tis  At\<f>ohs  hycucoiyQartu  rf  Bt^  irepl  rfjs  iroptias, 

1.  Parse  ayayyobs — \oxayhs — vwiirxveTTo^Kptirrca—ayMcoiycocrat. 

2.  Give  some  of  the  meanings  of  ^€t^ — 6nh — and  ityitf  in  composition. 

II.    Translate  one  of  these  passages  into  literal  English  Prose  :— 

(1.)  Labienus,  quum  et  loci  nature  et  manu  munitissimis  castris  sese  teneret,  de  suo 
ac  legionis  periculo  nihil  timebat :  ne  quam  occasionem  rei  bene  gerendse  dimit- 
teret,  cogitabat.  Itaque  a  Cingetorige  atque  eius  propinquis  oratione  Indutiomari 
cognita,  quam  in  condlio  habuerat,  nuncios  mittit  ad  finitimas  cjntttes  equitesque 
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nndique  evocat :  iis  certam  diem  oonTemendi  dicit.  Interim  prope  quotidie  cum 
omni  equiUtu  Indutiomanis  sub  castris  eias  yagabator,  alias  at  sitom  castroram 
cognosceret,  alias  colloquendi  aut  territaDdi  caossa :  equites  pleramque  omnes 
tela  intra  valliim  coniiciebant.  Labienus  suos  intra  monitiones  continebat  timo- 
risqne  opinionemy  quibuscumque  poterat  rebus,  angebat. 

Parse  teneret — gerendae — castris — oonveniendi — alias. 

(2.)  Provebimar  pelago  Ticina  Cenrania  inzta, 

nnde  iter  Italiam  carsusqve  brevissimus  undis. 
Sol  mit  interea,  et  montes  ombrantar  opaci ; 
stemimur  optatte  gremio  tellaris  ad  nndam, 
sortiti  remos,  passimque  in  litore  sicco 
corpora  curamus ;  fessos  sopor  irrigat  artus. 
Necdnm  orbem  medium  Nox  horis  acta  subibat 
baud  segnis  strato  surgit  Palinurus,  et  omnes 
explorat  yentosi  atque  auribus  aSra  captat; 
sidera  cuncta  notat  tadto  labentia  coelo, 
Arcturum,  pluviasqne  Hjadas,  geminosque  Triones, 
armatumque  auro  circumspicit  Oriona. 
Postquam  cuncta  yidet  coelo  constare  sereno, 
dat  clarum  e  puppi  signum ;  nos  castra  moyemus, 
tentamusque  yiam,  et  yelorum  pandimus  alas. 

III.  Translate  tbe  following  into  English  :— 

II  y  a  quelquefois  dans  la  destin^e  ub  jeu  bizarre  et  cruel ;  on  dirait  que  c'est  one 
puissance  qui  yeut  inspirer  la  crainte,  et  repousse  la  familiarity  confiante ;  sou- 
yent,  quand  on  se  livre  le  plus  k  Tesperance,  et  surtout  hrtqu'on  a  I'air  de  plai- 
santer  ayec  le  sort  et  de  compter  sur  le  bonheur,  il  se  passe  quelque  chose  de 
redoutable  dans  le  tissu  de  notre  histoire,  et  les  fatales  soeurs  viennent  j  meler 
leur  fil  noir^  et  brouiller  I'oeuyre  de  nos  mains. 

Parse  the  words  printed  in  italics. 

HIGHER  MATHEMATICS. 

SscnoN  I. — 1.  Find  the  7th  term  of  the  series 

—  i,  —  h—  h  &c. 

2.  What  is  that  Arithmetical  series  haying  29  terms,  whose  first  term  is  3,  and  the 
last  17? 

3.  Giyen  the  first  term,  the  last  term,  and  the  sum  in  a  geometrical  progression ;  it 
is  required  to  find  an  expression  for  the  number  of  terms. 

Section  II. — 1.  In  how  many  different  ways  can  the  letters  abcdefgbe  writte^ 
after  one  another  ?     How  many  of  these  begin  with  f  g  ? 

2.  A  farmer  proposes  to  lay  out  88/.  lOs.  in  purchasing  two  kinds  of  sheep,  the 
ayerage  price  of  one  kind  being  2U.,  and  of  the  other,  ^l«.  per  head.  In  how  many 
different  ways  can  he  make  up  his  flock  of  these  two  kinds  of  sheep,  so  as  just  to  lay  out 
that  money  ? 

1  +  X 

.3.  Expandr; into  a  series  ascending  by  powers  of  ^,  by  the  method  of  inde- 

(I— a?)" 

terminate  coefficients. 

Section  III. — 1.  What  will  a  capital  o(£a,  invested  at  r  per  cent,  compound  interest, 
amount  to  in  n  years,  supposing  £b  to  be  taken  from  it  annually  ? 

2.  A  Usurer  lent  ;£600,  on  good  security,  on  condition  of  being  paid  back  j^SOO  at 
the  expiration  of  3  years.  What  interest  did  he  take  per  cent.,  allowing  compound 
interest  ? 

3.  Proye  the  binominal  theorem  in  the  case  in  which  the  index  is  a  positiye  integer ; 
and  apply  it  to  determine  the  middle  term  of  the  expansion  of  {^  ^  ^b)  . 

Section  IV. — 1.  Define  the  logarithm  of  a  number,  and  show  that  the  logarithm  of 
the  quotient  of  two  numbers  is  equal  to  the  difference  of  their  logarithms. 

2.  Show  that 
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Cos  (A  •-  B)  «  Cog  il  Co«  B  +  Siti  A  Sin  B. 
3.  Show  that  Ha,b,ehe  the  tides  of  a  plane  triangle,  and  S  half  theiJf  Bam,  and  if  A 
be  the  angle  opposite  to  a, 

rs  —  i)  (S  «=»  c) 

then  Tan  i  A  «^       ^^> 1"^ 

S  (S  — fl) 

Sbction  Y. — 1.  Explain  fully  what  is  meant  by  the  differential  coefficient  of  a 
function,  and  show  how  to  differentiate  the  quotient  of  two  functions. 

2.  Prove  Taylor's  theorenii 

3.  Investigate  expressions  for  the  area  of  a  parabola,  and  for  the  solid  content  of  a 
spheroid. 

MUSIC. 

Section  I.— Write  out  the  Yubstajnce  of  a  lesson  on  "  Bharpt  and  Flats," 
Section  II.— 1.  Explain  the  terms  "1"*  volta,"    **  2^  tfoltoy*'    "Da  Capo  al 
segno,"    '*  Bis,"    S^\*^ 

2.  Write  down  the  principal  words  used  to  express  the  pace  at  which  music  is  to  be 
performed,  and  any  derivatives  from  these  words  which  are  in  common  use. 

3.  What  is  meant  by  "  Inversion  t"  What  law  is  to  be  observed  in  all  inversions  ? 
Section  III. — 1.  Explain,  as  you  would  to  a  Class  of  children,  the  terms  **  Melody,'* 

"  Harmony y"  "  Root,"  **  Fundamental  base." 

2.  What  note  in  a  scale  is  called  "  The  leading  note;'"  and  why  ?    Can  the  leading 
note  have  a  common  chord  ? 

3.  Can  all  the  sounds  of  the  common  chord  move  at  the  discretion  of  the  performer  ? 
If  you  know  any  rule  which  regulates  one,  or  more  of  them,  state  it. 

Section  IY.— I.  If  you  had  a  claSs  about  to  commence  the  study  of  Harmony^  to 
what  points  would  you  direct  attention,  in  the  first  instance  ? 

2.  Make  common  cadences,  with  the  chords  in  different  positions,  in  the  key  of  C 
major ;  some  with,  and  some  without,  inserting  the  J  upon  the  Dominant. 

3.  How  is  the  chord  of  the  diminished  seventh  produced  ?     Give  an  example. 

Section  V. 


Put  chords  to  the  following  exercise : — 

/rs 


^ 


t 


I 


■o^^ 


:o 


^^ — o- 


o 


-^ — ^ 
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T-*: 


m 
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-^ 
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T± 


-oi 


-o 


-^ 


tW 


tJ 


xy 


6 
3  4 


6    u5 


6 


Co  Cotttupontrmtsf. 


A  Contributor  points  out  an  error  in  the  last  paper  on  "  The  Rivers  of  Europe," 
in  the  February  number.     In  the  revolution  in  1848,  Berne  was  constituted  the  capital 
of  the  Swiss  confederation  ;  both  the  federal  and  the  national  council  are  now  held  tliere 
permanently,  and  not  alternately  with  Zurich  and  Lucerne. 
J.  H.  and  A  M.  in  our  next. 
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REMARKS  UPON  STYLE. 

It  ought  to  be  stated  briefly,  by  way  of  preface,  that  we  do  not  pretend  to 
point  out  any  new,  short,  or  agreeable  path  to  grammatical  correctness  ; 
a  downright  study  of  grammar,  frequent  oral  intercourse  with  educated 
persons,  persevering  careful  perusal  of  good  English  authors,  these  will 
teach  the  grammatical  use  of  language,  and  nothing  short  of  these*  The 
two  latter  methods  are  the  most  pleasant,  but  you  may  not  have  many  op* 
portunities  for  the  second,  lior  so  much  time  as  you  could  wish  for  the 
third  ;  you  may  find,  too,  that  you  fail  in  the  memory  of  constructions, 
and  that  you  are  weak  in  the  faculty  of  imitation :  then  you  must  be  con- 
tent to  make  an  express  study  of  grammar.  Our  remarks  are  chiefly  for 
those  who  are  tolerably  perfect  grammarians — ^tolerably,  for,  as  Cobbett 
showed  long  ago,  even  highly  educated  men  may  sometimes  be  caught 
tripping.  We  rather  approach  the  subject  of  style,  as  it  is  connected  with 
judgment  and  with  character.  When  a  child  can  do  little  more  than 
speak  plainly,  we  can  decide  in  some  measure  on  the  quality  of  his  mind, 
even  by  the  form  into  which  his  remarks  are  thrown  ;  as  soon  as  a  man 
can  write  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  be  intelligible,  we  can  judge,  to  a 
certain  extent,  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  his  style.  Straightforwardness, 
ingenuity,  the  absence  of  ostentation,  these  are  excellences  only  acciden- 
tally connected  with  grammar.  As  we  take  chiefly  this  view  of  style,  our 
remarks  will  apply  to  individuals  widely  different  m  extent  of  knowledge 
and  amount  of  education. 

There  is  no  intention  here  to  undervalue  ordinary  tact  and  facility  in  the 
construction  of  sentences ;  these  also,  together  with  still  greater  advan- 
tages, are  to  be  gained  by  frequent  writing,  based  upon  steady,  well- 
selected  reading,  or  rather  study,  of  good  authors,  with  now  and  then  the 
committal  of  passages  to  memory.  More  will  be  said  on  this  point  here- 
after. For  the  present,  however,  it  may  be  observed,  that  though 
the  advantage  of  the  practice  suggested  here  might  be  supposed  to  be  self- 
evident,  it  has  been,  and,  such  is  the  pertinacity  of  schoolmasters,  is  still 
neglected.  The  free  and  ready  use  of  English  is  not  taught  at  our  schools. 
At  secondary  ones  the  grammar  is  indeed  often  studied,  but  there  is  little 
or  no  superstructure,  whilst  at  the  public  and  higher  schools  the  language 
is  picked  up  indirectly,  nay  almost  accidentally,  and  so  much  is  left  to  in- 
dividual taste,  that,  in  the  same  class,  where  there  is  only  a  moderate  dif- 
ference in  classical  attainment,  you  will  find  one  boy  who  can  write  a  fluent 
theme,  and  another  who  cannot  construct  a  decent  sentence.  Two  of  our 
most  accomplished  English  prose  writers,  with  a  wide  interval  of  time,  have 
made  precisely  the  same  complaint. 

'^  To  write  and  speak  correctly/'  says  Locke,  ''  gives  a  grace,  and  guns  a  f&> 
vourable  attention  to  what  one  has  to  say,  and  since  it  is  English  that  an  En- 
glish gentleman  will  have  constant  use  of,  that  is  the  language  he  should  chiefly 
cultivate,  and  wherein  most  care  should  be  taken  to  polish  and  perfect  his  style. 
To  speak  or  write  better  Latin  than  English  may  malce  a  man  be  talked  of,  but 
he  would  find  it  more  to  the  purpose  to  express  himself  well  in  his  own  tongue, 
that  he  uses  every  moment,  than  to  have  the  vain  commendations  of  others  for 
a  yery  insignificant  quality.  This  I  find  universally  neglected,  and  no  care 
taken  anywhere  to  improve  young  men  in  their  own  language,  that  they  may 
thoroughly  understand,  ana  be  masters  of  it.  If  any  one  among  us  have  a 
facility  or  purity  more  than  ordinary  in  his  mother  tongue,  it  is  owing  to  chance, 
or  his  genius,  or  anything  rather  than  his  education,  or  any  care  of  his  teacher. 
To  mind  what  English  his  pupil  speaks,  or  writes,  is  below  the  dignity  of  one 
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bred  up  among  Greek  and  Latin I  am  not  here  speaking  against  Greek 

and  Latin.    I  tbink  they,  piigl^t  t9  be  9ti)died,  and  the  I^tin  at  least  understood 
by  every  gentlemap/' 

Cowper,  in  a  letter  to  Unwin^  says  t 

''The  folly  of  supposing  that  the  mother  tongue,  in  some  respects  the  most 
difficult  of  all  tongues,  may  be  acquired  without  a  teacher,  is  predominant  in  all 
the  public  schools  that  I  nave  ever  heard  of.  To  pronounce  it  well,  to  speak 
and  write  it  with  fluency  and  with  elegance,  are  no  easy  attainments.  Not  one  in 
fifty  of  those  who  pass  through  Westminst^  or  Eton  arrive  at  any  remarkable 
proficiency  in  the^e  accompllshm^ntf ,  and  they  tha^  ^o  c^re  mor^  indebted  to 
their  own  study  and  application  for  it  than  %o  any  instruction  repeived  there, 
fn  general,  there  is  nothing  sp  pedantic  as  the  style  of  a  school][)oy,  if  he  aims  ^t 
any  style  at  all;  and,  if  he  does* not,  he  is  of  course  inelegant,  and  perhaps 
ungrammatieal-^a  defect  no  doubt  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  want  of  cultiva- 
tion— for  the  same  Lad,  that  is  often  commended  for  his  Latin,  frequently  would 
deserve  to  be  whipped  for  lue  Engiisfa,  if  the  fault  were  not  more  his  master's 
tha&  hie  own," 

For  the  intermediate  period  tbere  is  a  paper  by  one  of  the  writer^  in  tb^ 
'^  Spectator,'*  making  the  same  complaint.  It  is  unnecessary  to  quote,  as 
the  reader  cao  easily  refer  to  it ;  and  it  will  readily  be  admitted  that  the 
authors  of  the  "  Spectator  "  had  a  keen  eye  upon  the  state  of  literature, 
education,  and  general  intelligence  in  their  own  day. 

We  suppose  that  some  few  schoolmasters  would  be  ready  to  allow  the 
present  applicability  of  these  charges.  Granted  that,  as  regards  publishiqg, 
there  are  quite  as  many  writer^  of  correct  average  English  as  th^  public 
have  well  tinie  to  read,  and  as  many  makers  of  tolerable  speeches  as  the 
public  have  patience  to  listen  to;  it  must  also  be  granted  that,  by  a  liuia 
discipline,  a  greater  charm  might  be  thrown  over  narrative  and  science  ; 
and,  if  we  look  rather  lower,  that  the  inability  to  write  English  with  ease 
and  freedom  is  felt  personally  as  a  sore  evil  by  those  who  are  aware  of  their 
incapacity,  and  whose  position,  though  they  may  not  aspire  to  publishing, 
nevertheless  requires  frequently  the  written  expression  of  their  circumstances 
or  thoughts. 

To  go  no  further  for  the  present  than  mere  readiness  and  fluency,  we  do 
not  believe  that  these  are  to  be  taught  or  acquired  without  making  the  ac- 
quisition of  them  an  express  aim.  The  master  of  a  classical  school  should 
not  be  content  with  insisting  on  the  correction  of  a  slovenly  essay,  or  ex- 
claiming  against  barbarisms  committed  in  translating  from  Greek  or  Latin 
into  English ;  though  even  these  helps,  meagre  as  they  are,  must  not  be 
despised,  since  public  schoolmasters,  both  from  their  general  scholarship 
and  from  their  habits  of  social  intercourse,  may  fairly  be  supposed  to  pos- 
sess something  more  than  a  mere  grammatical  knowledge  of  their  mother 
tengtie. 

But,  in  mercantile  and  lower  schools,  it  frequently  happens  that  the  mas- 
ters, though  highly  talented  and  sincerely  laborious  men,  have  had  but 
little  of  that  liberal  culture  in  early  life  which  is  calculated  to  give  scope  or 
freedom  of  expression  ;  in  some  cases,  their  familiar  associations  are  unfa- 
vourable even  to  correctness :  their  time  is  often  very  much  taken  up  with 
outlines,  technicalities,  formulse,  bare  facts,  and  the  abstract  sciences  in 
which  they  are  the  more  tempted  to  strive  to  make  progress  from  the  very 
fact  that  these  require  very  little  general  cultivation  of  mind.  Many  of 
these  masters  scarcely  read  at  all,  except  with  an  express  view  to  their 
school-teapbing,  nor  can  they  communicate  to  their  scholars  what  they  |1|> 
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i)Ot  themselves  possess^  |t  may  be  added  that  the  increasing  demand  for  a 
superficial  knowledge  of  the  natural  sciences  is  likaly  to  leave  less  time  than 
ever  for  anything  like  study  of  the  art  of  expression,  whiUt  it  perhaps  tends 
to  lessen  the  sense  of  its  importance :  teachers  of  this  class  often  write 
without  the  slightest  sign  of  self-distrust,  imagining,  as  it  would  seem,  that 
one  man  can  write  what  he  thinks  or  feels  as  woil  as  another ;  the  idea  of 
trying  to  improve  their  powers  of  expression  seems  never  to  occur  to  them. 
'*  Are  your  boys  taught  to  write  English  V*  asks  the  father.  **  Certainly, 
sir ;  English  composition  is  attended  to  :  we  make  a  point  of  it,"  Compo- 
sition upon  nothing,  composition  upon  no  model  except  upon  bits  learnt 
occasionally,  tiot  habittially,  from  some  *^  Speaker ;"  generally  in  verse,  oft 
if  in  prose,  of  the  open  oratorical  style — the  very  worst  style  for  training ; 
or  perhaps  composition  on  the  model  of  the  roaster*s  own  style,  which  may 
be  villainous  ;  or  upon  that  of  some  dry  or  childish  abridgment  of  his- 
tory. With  this  teaching,  if  a  boy  ever  writes  well,  it  must  be  from  strong 
natural  judgment,  great  love  of  reading,  and  energy  of  thinking. 

Now  let  us  not  underrate  the  importance  of  the  power  of  verbal  ex- 
pression, the  measure  of  the  influence  of  your  intellect  on  the  intellects  of 
your  fellow-men.  By  one  single  word,  judiciously  adapted,  you  may  often 
bring  numbers  into  perfect  sympathy  with  yon,  who,  without  that  one 
happy  word,  would  have  been  excluded.  By  using  one  single  word,  your 
neighbour  can  show  you  whether  be  has  seen  your  thought  thoroughly, 
or  whether  you  have  been  only  arguing  with  him  in  vain.  One  single 
word  may  convulse,  enrage,  electrify  an  empire.  One  evasive,  em- 
barassed,  indistinct  expression  may  cause  ages  of  controversy.  By  the 
use  of  one  moving  and  true  epithet  may  a  man  show  that  he  is  a  poet, 
far  more  than  by  scribbling  reams  of  faultless  but  soulless  verse.  You 
try  to  indoctrinate  a  friend  or  a  disciple ;  you  fail,  you  change  your  form 
of^  exposition,  you  endeavour  to  dispose  your  lights  differently,  till  at  last 
the  use  of  some  single  term,  brings  you  to  a  mutual  understanding. 
According  as  you  possess  in  the  highest  or  the  lowest  measure  the  power 
of  which  we  are  speaking  will  you  resemble  the  parrot  who  speaks  what 
he  has  heard,  what  he  can  mock,  without  any  power  of  re-arrangement  * 
or  the  angelic  intelligence,  who  lets,  with  a  blaze  of  light,  soul  in  upon 
soul.  Considering  power,  irrespective  of  goodness,  there  is  no  greater 
difference  between  man  and  man  than  that  which  depends  upon  the 
proportion  of  this  faculty.  Not  even  one  educated  man  in  twenty  is 
"  heir  even  to  half  his  mother  tongue."  How  many  W9^1d  start  at  this 
assertion !  Read  Shakespeare  carefully,  and  learn,  and  own  your  poverty, 
which  you  will  never  do  so  long  as  you  are  pleased  and  satisfied  with 
your  pet  words,  and  your  phrasing.  This  is  not  said  from  any  desire  of 
going  out  of  the  way  to  praise  Shakespeare,  but  as  a  mere  dry  direction. 
No  other  English  writer,  perhaps  no  two  others,  will  so  convince  a  man 
of  his  defect,  will  so  humble  him,  if  he  fancies  that  his  diction  is  ample 
and  faithful,  as  the  perusal  of  this  one  author.  Nothing  will  so  excite 
hira  to  improve,  or  exhibit  to  him  so  clearly,  the  enormous  capabilities  of 
the  language  to  which  he  has  been  born.  He  will  find,  perhaps,  much 
that  is  obsolete  now  from  various  causes,  much  that  is  obsolete  literally, 
we  believe,  for  no  better  reason  than  that  we  have  been  content  to  part 
with  treasures  which  the  collective  mind  and  memory  of  a  nation  have 
been  too  weak  to  adjust  and  to  carry,  however  much  they  may  have 
needec  them.  Yet  so  exquisite  have  been  many  of  his  adaptations  of 
words,  that  as  the  perfect  correspondence  of  surfaces  yifiW  of  itself  produce 
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adKesioD,  so  many  of  the  subitantives  and  epithets  \?I)ich  lie  married  to 
each  other  have  lost  their  independency,  and  have  remained  for  ages 
almost  inseparable. 

Perhaps  we  are  not  wrong  in  affirming  that  a  culture  of  the  power  ot 
expression  is  becoming  more  and  more  necessary.  If,  on  all  debateable 
points  we  are  making,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  are,  a  nearer  approximation 
to  truth,  it  becomes  the  more  necessary  to  explain  lucidly  and  dis- 
criminate accurately.  If  admonitions  to  action  conveyed  in  ordinary  terms 
fall  dull  upon  the  ear  of  an  audience  or  a  nation,  frequently  admonished 
in  vain,  tones  must  be  sought  for  which  by  their  novelty  will  rouse,  and 
thrill.  As  mere  common.place  is  poured  forth  in  unmerciful  abundance, 
it  becomes  the  more  needful  for  those,  who  would  be  heard  and  attended 
to,  to  seek  for  language  of  an  exciting  and  satisfying  significance.  As 
arguments  become  more  and  more  evenly  balanced,  the  advantage  will  be 
on  the  side  of  that  whose  advocates  have  the  greatest  potency  of  expres- 
sion, and  lest  it  should  be  said  that  we  are  authorising  an  unprincipled 
rhetorical  artifice  and  colouring,  and  that  the  utterance  of  truth  should  be 
like  truth  itself  simple,  we  only  reply,  let  it  be  also  like  truth  itself  strong, 
with  all  the  strength  that  expression  can  give  it. 

Our  remarks  will,  perhaps,  mainly  bear  upon  the  case  of  those  who 
have  not  received  the  highest  form  of  education.  So  many,  however,  of 
those  who  have  been  well  educated,  in  the  common  sense  of  that  term, 
appear  to  think  style  of  secondary  importance,  or  rather  are  scarcely  in 
the  habit  of  thinking  about  it  at  all,  that  even  to  this  class  what  we  say 
may  not  be  without  its  use.  We  have  heard  a  sermon  from  a  High 
Wrangler,  the  mere  composition  of  which  would  have  disgraced  a  school- 
boy. Poverty,  awkwardness,  bombast,  in  all  stages,  may  be  found  in  the 
compositions  of  men  who  have  *'  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  an  University 
education  :*'  besides,  vanity,  languor,  indistinctness,  and  indeterminateness 
of  thought,  are  not  of  any  particular  class  or  circle,  and  by  these  very 
mainly  is  the  style  of  expression  afiected. 

As  initiatory  matters,  next  to  mere  grammar,  and  the  facility  of  making 
tolerably  intelligible  sentences,  sufficient  that  is  to  prevent  the  writer 
from  being  stopped  by  common  difficulties  of  structure,  we  require 
copiousness  and  fluency:  copiousness,  observe,  in  possession,  rather  than 
in  profusion,  the  power  of  using  many  words,  certainly  not  the  habit  of 
doing  so  :  and  in  fluency  should  be  included  what  may  perhaps  be  not 
improperly  called  fluidity,  that  is,  that  each  word  should  as  i<:  were  be  kept 
loose  and  ready  to  run  into  infinite  adaptations.  The  absence  of  copious- 
ness will  keep  you  silent,  or  drive  you  either  into  repetitions  or  impro- 
prieties. The  abuse  of  it,  or  incontinence  of  language,  is  one  of  the 
worst  diseases  of  style ;  in  fact,  no  more  valuable  direction  can  be  given 
in  ordinary  calls  than  to  study  brevity,  only  avoiding  snappishness. 
Copiousness  will  supply  you  with  the  best  words,  and  will  therefore }eaye 
you  at  liberty  to  use  the  fewer.  Cut  out  every  word  which  does  not  dis- 
tinctly add  to  clearness,  or  to  force.  Mark  the  man,  no  matter  what  his 
class,  who  gains  respectful  attention  to  what  he  is  saying ;  it  is  the  man 
who  pushes  aside  all  that  is  superfluous,  who  goes  at  once  to  the  matter 
in  hand,  who  knows  what  he  wants  to  say,  and  says  it.  Wordiness  is 
generally  as  much  a  sign  of  weakness  as  staggering  with  a  hundred  steps 
to  the  point  which  you  wish  to  reach  instead  of  going  straightforward 
to  it  with  fifty.  Brevity  will  tend  to  keep  you  out  of  complicated  sen- 
tences, and  so  make  even  the  grammatical    part  of  your  work  more 
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easy  and  less  open  to  error.  Brevity  will  almost  drire  you  into  sense;  for, 
if  your  brief  sentence  is  not  a  forcible  one,  you  will  see  that  it  resembles 
a  child's  lesson  in  a  spelling-book^  and  you  can  scarcely  fail  of  being 
ashamed  of  it :  but  if  you  once  allow  mere  words  for  their  own  sake  to  please 
you,  you  may,  like  the  fabled  mares  of  antiquity,  conceive  of  the  wind,  or 
amuse  mankind  by  a  perpetual  parturition  of  mice,  fnagno  eanatu  nugas. 
Let  a  man  once  get  enamoured  of  words,  and  there  is  no  end  of  the  trash 
he  may  admire,  and  alas,  produce ;  and  of  the  deceit  which  he  may 
practise  upon  himself.  In  former  days,  the  lopping  off  of  all  superfluities^ 
the  castigating  of  sentences,  seems  to  have  been  almost  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  a  writer.  Bishop  Burnet,  who,  if  we  may  judge  from  his  expres- 
sions in  his  preface  to  the  ''  History  of  his  own  Times,''  was  well  aware 
of  the  evils  of  what  ha  tliere  calls  a  ''  dark  conciseness"  in  his  life  of 
Hale,  when  speaking  of  some  of  the  writings  of  the  latter,  says, 

''The  way  of  his  writing  them  only  on  the  evenings  of  the  Lord's  day,  when 
lie  was  in  town,  and  not  much  oftener  when  he  was  in  the  country,  caused  that 
they  are  not  so  contracted,  as  it  is  very  likely  he  would  have  writ  them  if  he  had 
been  more  at  leisure  to  have  brought  his  thoughts  into  a  narrower  compass  and 
fewer  words" 

This  is  the  more  likely,  as  we  are  subsequently  told,  that  on  the 
testimony  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  he  was  the  greatest  orator  of  the  time, 
for  *'  Though  his  words  came  not  fluently  from  him,  yet  when  they  were 
out  they  were  the  most  expressive  and  significant  that  the  matter  could 
bear,^' 

Shakespeare,  with  that  wealth  of  words  of  which  we  have  been  speakin  g 
alludes  to  this  silly  redundancy,  shows  its  consequences,  and  that  it  is  by 
no  means  confined  merely  to  the  ignorant  or  half-educated. 

**  The  fool  hath  planted  in  his  memory 
An  army  of  good  words ;  and  I  do  know 
A  many  fools  that  stand  in  better  place 
Garnished  like  him,  that,  for  a  tricksy  word. 
Defy  the  matter" — Merchant  of  Venice,  iii.  5. 

That  is  to  say,  they  are  run  away  with  by  words  from  their  intention, 
instead  of  to  it.  Eloquence,  like  grief,  is  useless  when  it  has  no  end  be- 
yond itself,  and  the  **  opinion  of  plenty  is  one  of  the  causes  of  want." 
People  had  generally  rather  unfold  your  meaning  (a  process  which  exer- 
cises and  flatters  their  understanding),  and  find  out  how  much  you  have 
said  in  a  small  compass,  than,  ^th  an  equal  amount  of  labour,  though  of 
another  sort,  ascertain  how  little  you  have  said  in  a  large  one.  Are  you 
then  to  be  cautious  how  you  use  your  tongue,  except  to  utter  an  oracle ;  or 
your  pen,  except  to  grave  some  immortal  aphorism  ?  No ;  but  frequently 
you  have  simple  things  to  say  and  to  write ;  all  that  you  are  advised  to  do 
is  to  say  them  simply  and  as  briefly  as  may  be :  just  as  we  would  have 
you  write  your  name,  plainly,  without  accompanying  it,  like  the  writing 
master,  with  the  flourish  of  a  goose.  To  take  a  familiar  instance,  you 
can  say  plainly  enough,  "  Sir,  I  am  sorry  you  are  mistaken."  But  when 
the  pen  is  taken  in  hand  that  is  indeed  quite  a  different  piece  of  business ; 
then  comes  a  squaring  of  the  elbows,  and  a  sense  of  performance,  and  we 
begin  as  follows : — '*  Sir,  it  occasions  me  much  regret  to  be  obliged  to 
inform  you  that  you  appear  to  me  to  be  labouring  under  a  delusion." 
Downright  abruptness  should  indeed  be  avoided,  for  it  is  repulsive,  indis- 
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pwek  the  b§if^r  bf  rig&der,  tthd  looki  leather  like  ill  IiUmbur  6t  StfiPectatlon, 
still  it  is  better  ths^n  tediousness;  What  is  cottlttidflly  called  rounding  the 
sentence  should  not  be  a  patamouht  object.  It  is  a  knack  which  with 
very  little  pains  ^nd  practice  may  be  sooti  acquired,  but  is  iscarCely  Worth 
acquiring,  especially  if  it  leads  to  the  use  of  extra  Words  ilaerely  for  the 
sake  of  smobthbess  atid  sonorousness. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  there  are  hiany  clever  men  who  are  diffuse. 
Truly,  but  not  fol-  the  sake  of  showing,  like  a  child  or  the  learner  o^  a  new 
language,  how  many  words  they  know,  which  is  one  of  the  best  proofs 
that  afler  all  they  do  not  know  many ;  rather  for  some  very  different 
reaton;  because  perhaps  they  are  compelled  by  tfircumstances  to  ptodu&e 
H  given  quantity  of  composition  within  a  given  time,  and  cannot,  like 
the  great  Montesquieu,  keep  an  amanuensis  waiting  three  hours,  til), 
amongst  his  reflections,  some  one  occurs  which  appears  worth  recording  i 
or  they  may  have  something  to  write  which  will  probably  be  so  unfamiliar 
to  the  minds  of  their  readers  as  absolutely  to  require  expansion  to  make- it 
intelligible.  ^'  Spread  we  this  a  little  thinner/*  says  the  eloquent  Donne, 
in  one  of  his  sermons,  ''  that  we  may  see  through  it  the  better.''  Or  they 
may,  as  is  frequently  the  case  with  pleaders  and  orators,  desire  %b  suffocate 
tlie  judgment  of  their  opponents  or  hearers  with  a  deluge  of  words  to  keep 
them  from  coming  too  close  to  their  doubtful  positions,  just  as  formerly 
the  Dutch  were  in  the  habit  of  protecting  their  towns  and  fortresses  by 
opening  the  sluices,  and  so  laying  the  flat  country,  which  would  have 
afforded  an  access,  under  mUd  and  water.  Unless  there  is  some  reason  of 
this  kind,  depend  upon  it  that  the  deliverers  of  those  voluble  discourses, 
the  writers  of  those  wordy  treatises,  would  be  glad  enough  to  give  you 
ideas  instead  of  words,  if  it  were  in  their  power.  We  except  from  these 
remarks  the  oratory  of  strongly  excited  feeling,  which  often  indulges  in  a 
vast  accumulation  of  words  from  a  different  cause,  which  may  hereafter  be 
noticed.  Nor  do  our  remarks  refer  to  the  narrative  gossiping,  and  love  of 
making  long  stories  out  of  trifles,  common  to  the  illiterate,  which  has  al- 
ready so  often  been  ridiculed  and  imitated  by  our  dramatic  writers  and 
novelists.  This  is  a  tediousness  of  matter  rather  than  form,  an  inability  to 
distinguish  the  relevancy  or  irrelevancy,  the  weight  or  frivolity  of  facts^ 
and  a  love  of  talking,  which  is  not  necessarily  a  love  of  words.  Once 
more,  brevity  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  brief  sentences,  or,  to  us&  the  ex- 
pression of  Milton  in  his  "  Apology,"  ''  Sentences  made  by  the  statute, 
as  if  all  above  three  inches  long  were  confiscate." 

We  are  well  aware  that  the  commendatioii  ef  brevity  is  old  and  ordinary 
enough ;  also,  that  its  opposite  is  one  of  the  commonest  and  most  serious 
faults  in  the  present  day,  especially  among  the  class  for  whom  these  re- 
marks are  chiefly  designed.  As  in  life,  so  in  style ;  it  is  not  new  virtues 
that  want  discovering,  but  the  old  that  want  enforcing,  and  if  either  by  the 
form  or  the  substance  of  these  observations  we  have  made  the  advantage 
of  conciseness  more  obvious^  and  caused  any  of  our  readers,  who  have 
thought  little  on  the  Subject  before,  to  think  the  attainment  of  it  worth  an 
effort,  our  aim  will  be  accomplished. 

{To  be  continued,) 
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{Contimued  from  p.  91.) 

6.  Dh.  Webstkr  proposed  to  drop  the  u  from  mouldy  moulder^  and 
fnottlt,  because  it  has  been  dropped  from  bold^  cold,  fold,  ^old,  old,  bolt, 
coil,  doit,  and  all  the  other  words  of  the  same  class. 

Our  readers  will  remember  to  have  seen  some  of  these  words  written  with 
the  u  in  did  books.  Thfe  pronunciation  of  them  which  obtained  when 
they  were  fco  written  may  atill  be  heard  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  thu§ 
goold  for  gold,  ooldfor  old,  hoold  for  bold.  But,  even  if  the  u  had  n^ver 
been  introduced  into  the  words,  (and  we  beheve  this  is  true  of  sonie  df 
them),  Dr.  Webster's  argument  in  favour  of  completing  the  analogy  would 
still  hekl.good.  Not  only  are  mould,  moulder,  and  moult  the  only  words 
of  the  same  class,  but  they  are  almost  the  only  words  in  the  language  in 
which  the  ou  is  pronounced  as  a  long  o,  and  in  which  therefore  the  u  is  a 
silent  letter.  Besides  these  there  are  but  three  in  which  the  ou  has  this 
sounds  namely,  ^OM^A,  though,  soul  :  we  are  not  aware  of  any  others.* 

The  proposed  omission  seems  desirable,  therefore,  on  orthographical 
principles  ;  let  us  see  whether  etymology  would  warrant  us  in  making  it. 

Mould,  in  the  sense  of  earth,  is  derived,  both  according  to  Johnson  and 
Webster,  from  the  Saxon  Tnold,  Mould,  in  the  sense  of  a  matrix.  Dr. 
Webster  supposes  to  be  radically  the  same  word,  the  name  being  taken 
from  the  material  of  which  moulds  are  made.  This  conjecture,  hesayv,  is 
fortified  by  the  connection  of  matrix  with  mater  and  materia.  At  any 
rate  mould  in  this  sense  is  allied  to  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  words^ 
molde,  a  matrix^  and  moldar,  to  cast,  and  the  corresponding  Welsh  forms 
mold  QXid  moldiaw.  In  both  senses,  therefore,  mold  would  appear  to  be  an 
orthography  warranted  by  etymology. 

The  other  meanings  attached  to  these  words  are,  on  the  face  of  tJiem^ 
related  to  and  derived  f.om  these  two  primary  meanings.  Dr.  Webster 
does  not  even  think  it  necessary  to  class  them  under  separate  heads.  We 
mention  this  because  Dr.  Johnson  thought  it  necessary  to  give  a  distinct 
etymon  (moegel,  Swedish)  for  mould,  the  substance  which  forms  on  bodies 
in  warm  and  damp  air. 

Moulder  Dr.  Webster  derives  from  mulner,  Danish,  mttZ/na, Swedish,  to 
grow  mouldy ;  but  although  it  is  related  to  these  forms,  it  is  more  probably 
derived,  as  Dr.  Johnson  states,  immediately  from  mould.  Its  meaning^ 
that  of  turning  to  dust,  would  seem  to  be  conclusive  on  this  point.  If  this 
view  be  correct,  etymology  would  require  it  to  correspond  to  mould  in  its 
orthography. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  how  these  two  words  have  come  to  be  written 
with  au.  it  appears  to  us  to  have  arisen  from  the  concurrence  of  corre- 
sponding forms  in  the  Norman-French  and  Anglo-Saxon.  Although  the 
French  has  not,  and  probably  never  had,  any  word  similar  in  spelling  to 
mouldy  to  signify  soil,  it  has  words  corresponding  both  in  form  and  signifi- 
cation Xo  mould,  a  matrix.  First,  there  is  moule,  a  mould ;  then  we  have 
mouler^  to  mould ;  moulure  and  mqulage,  fimoulding  ;  mouleur^ one  who 
moulds.     It  is  very  probable,  therefore,  that  during  the  rise  of  our  present 


*  The  tt  is  now  ge&erally  omittbd  from  contrtiult  into  Tvhich  it  had  beeti  ihi properly 
introduced,  in  quite  recent  times,  to  prevent  a  false  pronunciadon  ;  aiidftoafdef  is  more 
properly  written  bowlder,  being  derived  from  bowl,  to  roll. 
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English,  some  confusion  took  place  between  the  Norman-French  mauler 
and  the  Saxon  mold,  and  that  our  present  spelling  is  the  result  of  a  sort  of 
compromise  between  the  two. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  mould,  a  matrix,  may  be  actually  derived  from 
mouler,  for  the  Saxon  mold  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  employed 
to  designate  a  matrix,  nor  the  French  moule  to  signify  earth.  The  final  d 
may  be  accounted  for  by  taking  mould  to  mean  simply  that  in  which  any- 
thing was  moul-ed.  In  Spanish  and  Portuguese  the  d  would  come  in  for 
precisely  the  same  reason,  to  wit,  as  a  softened  Latin  t.  We  do  not  be- 
lieve the  original  idea  of  **  mould  "  to  be  taken  from  the  "  caster  of  metal," 
but  from  the  '*  potter's  wheel.''  This  is  the  Spanish  meaning  of  the 
word* 

We  liave  not  been  able  to  find  the  word  with  either  of  these  significa- 
tions in  Chaucer ;  but,  strange  to  say,  he  uses  moule  in  several  places  as 
meaning  to  grow  mouldy.  Thus,  in  **  The  Man  of  Lawes  Tale,"  there  is 
the  following  line,  in  which  the  infinitive  is  used, 

*'  Let  lis  not  moulen  thus  in  idlenesse ; " 

and  in  ''  The  Reves  Tale "  we  have  an  instance  of  the  participle 
pasty 

''  Min  herte  is  also  mouled  as  min  heres." 

Tyrwhitt,  the  editor  of  ChaucePs  works,  states  this  to  be  a  Saxon  verb ; 
and  we  are  not  aware  that  the  French  mouler  was  ever  employed  in  the 
same  sense.  The  present  French  for  to  grow  mouldy  is  se  moisir,  which 
certainly  has  not  the  slightest  connection  with  mouler.  Thus  we  see  that 
the  spelling  of  the  Saxon  word  was  influenced  by  that  of  the  Norman- 
French  one,  even  when  their  acceptation  was  different. 

The  orthography  of  moulder  may  have  been  similarly  influenced  by  the 
French  moudre,  moulant,  mouler,  to  grind,  although  we  do  not  believe 
moulder  to  have  come  to  us  from  the  French,  because  it  has  its  equivalent 
modern  in  the  German. 

The  truth  seems  to  be,  that  the  French  and  Saxon  forms  of  these  words 
are  so  intimately  connected  that  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  them.  They 
are,  however,  undoubtedly  connected  with  one  another,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  and  Dr.  Webster  believes  them  to  be  allied  to  the  Latin  mollis^ 
soft,  and  mola,  a  mill.  Between  our  present  orthography  and  the  Saxon 
on  one  side,  the  Latin  on  the  other,  the  Norman-French  appears  to  inter- 
vene, corrupting  the  words  in  its  usual  way,  both  in  form  and  sound.* 

Whether,  therefore,  we  get  mould2Ji^  moulder  entirely  from  the  Saxon, 
or  partly  from  the  Saxon,  partly  from  the  French,  we  shall  come  nearer  to 
their  original  and  genuine  orthography  by  omitting  the  u  from  them. 

Moult  is  by  some  scholars  supposed  to  be  derived  from  the  French 
muer,  and  through  that  from  the  Latin  mutare.  Dr.  Johnson  gives  as 
the  root  muyten,  Dutch,  which  is  evidently  connected  with  the  French 
word,  and  would  thus  seem  to  incline  to  this  opinion.  But  Dr.  Webster 
derives  moult  from  moel,  Welsh,  bald,  which,  he  says,  as  a  noun,  also 
means  a  heap,  pile,  or  conical  hill,  with  a  smooth  top  ;  and  he  remarks 

*  Wherever  the  Franks  found  a  long  open  o,  they  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of  it, 
and  to  substitute  for  it  their  favourite  combinatioDi  ou;  and  this  tendency  the 
Normans  introduced  into  our  own  language.  » 
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that  bald,  in  English,  seems  to  be  similarly  connected  witii  bold,  that  is, 
prominent.  The  Welsh  moel,  or  mwl,  is  the  same  word  as  the  English 
mole  when  it  means  a  mound,  and  both  of  them  are  alHed  to,  if  not  di- 
rectly derived  from,  the  Latin  moles,  Greek  fiuXoQ.  This  derivation, 
therefore,  if  it  be  correct,  is  conclusive  in  favour  of  the  proposed  spelling 
of  moult.  We  are  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  correct,  for  the  argument 
used  by  those  who  support  the  derivation  from  muer,  namely,  that  moult 
must  be  Norman-French,  because  it  is  a  term  belonging  to  hawking,  falls 
to  the  ground  when  we  remember,  that  the  moulting  of  the  hawk  is 
called  mewing,  in  which  we  have  the  French  word  itself. 

Etymology,  then,  affords  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  change  in  all 
three  words. 

We  may  further  state  that  Dr.  Webster's  orthography  has  the  autho- 
rity of  Spenser,  South,  and  many  other  distinguished  writers,  who 
omitted  the  u  as  a  silent  letter. 

Before  we  proceed,  we  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  our  readers  while 
we  supply  an  omission  in  the  paragraphs  relating  to  the  third  of  Dr. 
Webster's  proposed  changes.  It  will  have  been  noticed  that  woollen  ap- 
pears, without  any  clear  title,  in  the  company  of  the  words  given  as  spe- 
cimens of  the  class.  At  the  same  time,  it  has  as  good  a  right  to  be 
there  as  the  rest,  only  that  we  inadvertently  omitted  to  declare  that  right. 
We  are  not  sorry  for  the  omission,  as  it  gives  us  an  opportunity  of  di- 
recting attention  in  a  special  manner  to  this  word,  which  is  the  only  instance 
in  the  language  of  a  violation  of  the  rule  by  a  derivative  from  a  mono- 
syllable. 

We  ought  to  have  stated  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  rule,  that  monosyllabic 
verbs  ending  in  a  single  consonant,  not  preceded  by  a  long  vowel,  double 
the  final  consonant  in  all  the  derivatives  which  are  formed  by  a  termina- 
tion beginning  with  a  vowel,  as  fatted,  winner,  drumming,  but  that,  on- 
the  contrary,  they  do  not  double  the  final  consonant  if  the  vowel  has  the 
long  sound,  as  in  seeking,  bowler,  rained.  There  is  no  reason  why  woollen 
should  double  the  final  consonant  any  more  than  wooden,  which  is  ex- 
actly parallel  to  it.  It  is  probable  that  some  old  form  of  the  noun  like 
woolle,  may  have  led  to  the  present  spelling  of  the  adjective,  in  the  same 
way  that  the  old  orthography  worshippe  appears  to  have  given  rise  to  the 
practice  of  writing  some  of  its  derivatives  with  the  double  consonant,  al- 
though it  has  itself  been  curtailed.* 

But  it  may,  perhaps,  sufficiently  account  for  the  present  spelling  of 
woollen,  if  we  remember  that  there  is  a  tendency  in  the  language  to 
double  the  I  after  a  vowel,  as  may  be  observed  in  the  common  monosylla- 
bles ending  in  /,  such  as  will,  mill,  ill,  pull,  bull,  full,  call,  fall,  all. 
Science  and  practice  are  at  variance  in  this  particular. 

We  are  glad  to  observe  that  the  proposed  orthography  has  already 
made  some  progress  towards  general  adoption. 

These  remarks  apply  equally,  of  course,  to  the  two  other  compounds  of 
wool — woolly,  and  woolliness, 

*  It  is  very  probable,  that  the  spelling  of  most  of  the  words  in  which  the  rule  is 
violated,  whether  monosyllables  or  polysyllables,  has  had  a  similar  origin.  Thus 
counsellor  and  traveller  correspond  obviously  to  the  French  forms  conseilleur  and  tra- 
vailleur,  and  these  arc,  in  all  likelihood,  derived  from  conseiile  and  Iravailley  forms  of  tie 
primitives  which  we  believe  to  have  existed  at  an  early  stage  of  the  French  language. 
Traveii  is  the  spelling  in  Hollinshed's  Chronicle.  At  any  rate,  the  orthography  in  ques- 
tion is  i|ot  of  modern  growth,  for  most  of  the  words  may  be  found  with  it  in  Chaucer, 
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We  have  now  considered  all  tbe  radical  changes  proposed  by  Dr« 
Webster. 

He  also  endeavoured  to  fix  the  orthography  of  certain  classes  of  words^ 
in  regard  to  which  he  observed  a  want  of  uniformity.  We  will  pro- 
ceed to  notice  the  principal  reforms  of  this  kind  recommended  by  him, 
and  adopted  in  his  Dictionary. 

1 .  Dr.  Webster  completed  a  reform  which  had  already  been  commenced 
in  the  spelling  of  words  ending  in  able. 

He  laid  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  when  this  termination  is  incorporated 
into  words  ending  in  silent  e,  that  letter  should  be  elided  as  in  censurable^ 
desirable^  excusable,  except  after  c  or  g,  as  in  noHceabley  changeablcj 
where  the  elision  might  lead  to  a  false  pronunciation.  Upon  the  want  of 
uniformity  in  writing  these  words,  Dr.  Webster  remarks  as  follows: — **Iq 
Johnson's  Dictionary,  we  find  blamable,  blamably,  appeasable j  ap^ 
provable,  desirable,  ratable,  without  the  final  e  of  the  original  words  ; 
but  saleable,  tameable,  with  e;  proveable,  with  e;  but  improvable^ 
reprovable,  without  it;  moveable,  with  e,  but  immovable,  removable,. 
without  it.  Daniel  H.  Barnes,  in  the  Red  Book^  remarks,  that  in  this 
class  of  words,  Johnson's  contradictions  (discrepancies)  are  ten  on  one 
side,  and  nine  on  the  other.  We  every  day  see  the  like  discrepancies  in 
books  and  the  public  prints.'' 

This  discrepancy  has  now  been  removed  to  a  considerable  extent;  but 
we  have  not  yet  attained  to  thorough  uniformity. 

The  rule  is  a  result  of  the  orthographical  tendency  which  we  have 
already  noticed,  namely,  to  contract  compound  words  by  syncope  so  as  to 
combine  the  radical  parts,  and  the  ideas  conveyed  by  them,  into  one 
inseparable  whole,  just  as  a  blacksmith  strikes  off  the  pointed  ends  of  two 
rods  of  iron,  before  welding  them  together.  *  This  tendency  existed  in 
the  Anglo-Saxon.  Rask,  in  his  Anglo-Saxon  Grammar,  §.  205,  speaking  of 
the  addition  of  terminations  to  form  the  various  tenses  of  the  verb,  says, 
that  '*  if  the  consonant  be  double,  one  is  always  rejected,  when  another 
consonant  follows." 

Under  the  same  head  we  may  mention,  that  Dr.  Webster  also  attempted 
to  settle  the  orthography  of  words  formed  by  the  addition  of  the  termina- 

*  It  is  curious  that  there  is  a  corresponding  tendency  in  the  orthoepy  of  the  language. 
It  s^eks  to  disguise  tbe  derivation  of  compound  words  by  accenting  them  as  if  the7 
were  primitives,  quite  independently  of  the  original  accents  of  tbe  separate  words  com- 
posing them.  This  may  be  seen  in  impious^  impudence^  acceptable,  geography,  philO" 
iophy,  cacophony,  reference,  antipathy,  barometer.     It  is  peculiar  to  our  language. 

For  an  Englishman  there  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  charm  in  a  primitive  word.  Hence 
he  seeks  to  look  upon  every  word  as  such,  and  carefully  shuts  his  eyes  to  all  traces  of 
individual  existence  in  the  component  parts,  for  fear  the  charm  should  be  broken. 

We  think  there  is  good  reason  for  this  predilection,  for  primitive  words  have  this  ad- 
vantage over  compound  ones,  that  they  are  not  apt  to  mislead  people  as  to  their  own 
meaning,  which  compound  words  are^  when,  as  in  the  majority  of  instances,  their  con- 
ventional differs  from  their  etymological  meaning.  To  any  one  who  knows  nothing  of 
etymology,  the  compounds  which  we  derive  from  the  Greek  and  Latin  are,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  primitives,  and  he  is  thus  pretty  sure  to  have  their  present  acceptation 
fixed  in  his  mind  before  he  has  it  in  his  power  even  to  form  erroneous  impressions  as  to 
their  meaning.  He  is  then  in  a  position  to  derive  all  the  benefit  which  is  to  be  bad 
from  a  knowledge  of  etymology,  without  the  danger  of  being  led  astray  by  it. 

In  this  respect,  we  have  a  manifest  advantage  over  other  nations,  in  spite  of  all  that 
Kant  may  say  about  our  being  condemned,  in  consequence  of  not  having  a  primitive 
language,  to  sink  into  the  rear  in  the  march  of  civilization,  and  about  the  ability  of 
foreigners  to  understand  the  meaning  of  our  words  better  thftn  we  do  ourselves. 
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tion  ment  ^*  Chalmers/'  he  observes,  ''  write)  abridgement  ^LnA  judge- 
ment with  e ;  but  acknowledgment  without  it.  Walker  writes  these  words 
without  e  ;  but  adds  it  to  lodgement.^' 

The  tendency  just  referred  to  plainly  requires  the  elision  of  the  e  in  these 
words,  and,  however  strenuously  the  advocates  for  retaining  it  may  set 
themselves  against  the  stream,  it  will  most  certainly  bear  them  down  in 
the  end.  The  e  will  only  be  retained  in  such  words  as  arrangement,  in- 
fringementf  in  which  it  is  essential  as  a  guide  to  the  sound  of  the  g.  In 
words  like  the  above  the  d  performs  this  office,  and  the  e  is  therefore  not  an 
essential  letter. 

As  an  instance  of  the  inconsistency  at  preient  prevailing,  we  may  m^n^ 
tion,  that  in  an  edition  of  the  Bible  lately  printed  *'  by  authority,''  the 
new,  or  comparatively  new,  orthography,  **  judgment,"  is  adopted,  ^hile 
in  a  companion  edition  of  the  Prayer-book  printed  by  the  same  firm, 
the  old  orthography,  **  judgement,'^  has  been  continued. 

2.  Dr.  Webster  directed  attention  to  the  discrepancy  as  to  the  mode  of 
writing  the  two  words  instructor  and  visitor.  On  this  point  he  makes  the 
following  observations : — 

"  Johnson  introduced  instructer,  in  the  place  of  instructor,  in  oppo- 
sition to  every  authority  which  he  has  himself  adduced  to  exemplify  his 
definitions,  Denham,  Milton,  Roscommon,  Locke,  Addison,  Rogers,  and 
the  common  version  of  the  Scriptures.  But  what  is  more  singular,  this 
orthography,  instructer,  is  contrary  to  his  own  practice ;  at  least,  in  four 
editions  of  his  Rambler,  which  I  have  examined,  the  word  is  uniformly 
written  instructor.    The  fact  is  the  same  with  visitor. 

This  is  a  point  of  little  importance  in  itself;  but  when  instructor  had 
been  from  time  immemorial  the  established  orthography,  why  unsettle  the 
practice  ?  I  have  in  this  word  and  in  visitor  adhered  to  the  old  or- 
thography. There  is  not  a  particle  of  reason  for  altering  instructor  and 
visitor,  which  would  not  apply  to  collector,  cultivator,  objector,  pro^ 
^ector,  and  a  hundred  other  words  of  similar  termination. 

(7b  U  eoniittued,) 
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(Continued  from  p.  83.) 

Action  96.  Get  up  on  the  pole  as  in  action  80,  the  arms 
being  straight ;  then  gradually  sink  down  and  kiss  the  pole^ 
and  then  rise  gradually  to  the  first  position  (fig.  58). 


Fig.  58. 


Fig.  &9. 


Action  97.  Sit  across  the  pole,  and,  with  a  firm  grasp,  en- 
deavour to  raise  the  body  off  the  pole  till  the  back  is  hori- 
zontal* 
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Action  98.  Throw  the  left  leg  over  the  pole, 
then  at  the  same  time  throw  both  arms  over  the 
pole^  holding  by  the  arm  only  (fig.  60). 


Fig.  60. 


Action  99.  Throw  the  right  leg  over  the  pole,  the  left  arm 
being  underneath,  and  the  right  arm  hanging  down  (fig.  61). 


Fig.  61. 


Action  100.  Hang  on  the  pole,  the  hands  on  each  side,  and 
then  raise  the  legs  on  each  side  of  the  pole  as  high  as  possible 
(fig.  62). 


Vig.  63. 


Action  101.  Hang  on  the  pole,  the  hands  on  one  side  : 
then  spring  at  once  on  to  the  pole,  and  balance  the  body  on 
the  arms  (fig.  63). 


Fig.  69. 


Action  102.   Sit  on  the  pole;  suddenly  drop  backwards, 
and  clasp  the  pole  with  the  hams,  hanging  down  (fig.  64). 


Fig.  64. 


f 


Action  103.  Hang  on  the  pole,  the  hands  on  one  side,  and 
gradually  bring  up  the  legs  till  they  are  perpendicular,  the 
arms  being  straight  (fig.  65). 


Fig.  65. 


Action  104.  Hang  on  the  pole,  the  hands  on  both 
sides,  throw  both  legs  at  once  over  one  side  of  the  pdle, 
then  over  the  other ;  do  this  several  times  (fig.  66). 


Fig.  66. 


These  Horse  exercises  must  not  be  attempted  until  the  preceding  ex- 
ercises have  been  performed  so  as  to  realise  perfect  capability  in  their 
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performance.    The  gymnast  should  perform  only  one  of  these  actions  at 
a  time,  gaining  perfect  capability  in  each  before  proceeding  to  the  next. 

In  performing  the  following  exercises,  the  body  and  head  are  to  "be 
kept  upright,  and  the  knees  and  ancles  straight,  unless  otherwise  ex- 
pressed, or  where  a  change  is  absolutely  necessary* 


Action  105.  Place  the  hands  on  the  middle  of  the  pommel^ 
thumbs   mside,   and  spring  up  so  as  to  bring  the  arms  quite 
straight.     Do  this  several  times  without  resting,  at  first  slowly 
afterwards  more  quickly  (fig.  67),  ^* 


Fig.  67. 


Jciion  106.    Hands  on  pommels  as  before,  spring  up  and 
touch  the  saddle  with  the  toes  (dg.  68).  r     o     r 


Fig.  C8. 


Action  107.  As  action  105 ;  at  the  same  time 
spread  the  legs  so  as  to  touch  the  sides  of  the  horse 
with  the  toes  (fig.  69). 


Fig.  69. 


Action  108.   Spring  up,  and  throw  up  the  right 
^  //j;  ^^^P»"S  ^^®  o^l^er  straight ;  do  this  several  times 

Action  109.  As  action  108  with  the  left  le^*. 


Action  110.  As  action  106,  and  cross  the  lesson 
commgdown  (fig.  71).  ^ 


Fig.  71. 


Action  III.  Jump  up,  and  rest  with  the  hands  on  the  Dom- 
mels,  arms  straight,  thighs  against  side  of  horse,  spring  away 
from  the  horse  and  come  back  again  several  times,  without  com- 
mg  to  the  ground  (fig.  72). 


Fig.  72. 


l26  NOTES  OV    A    BIBLE  LESSON. 

Action  112.  To  mount  the  horse :  place  the  hands 
on  the  pommels,  thumbs  inside,  spring  up,  rest  for 
a  moment  with  thighs  against  sides  of  horse,  then 
throw  the  right  leg  over  the  back  pommel,  and  sit 
perfectly  upright  in  the  saddle. — ^To  dismount :  place 
the  left  hand  on  the  front  pommel,  thumb  inside, 
and  the  right  hand  on  the  saddle  in  front  of  the 
^^  ^3  body,  and  spring  off  (fig.  73). 

Action  113.  Mount  as  directed  in  action  1 12 :  place  both 
hands  close  together  on  front  pommel,  thumbs  in  front,  fingers 
behind,  arms  straight,  then  raise  the  body  as  high  as  possible 
'several  times  (fig.  74). 

Action  114.  As  action  113,  and  swing  the  body  backwards 
_,    ^     and  forwards,  knees  straight. 

Fig.  74.  '  ° 

Action  115.  As  action  114,  and  bring  the  feet  on  the  saddle,  be- 
hind the  hands  (fig.  75). 

Action  116.  Jump  on  end  of  horse,  and  walk  on  the  hands 
along  the  back  of  horse,  with  the  body  a  little  raised,  as  in  action 
113. 

Note, — In  springing  up,  jump  from  the  toes.  In  sitting  on  the 
horse  the  thighs  should  press  the  sides  of  it,  so  as  to  leare  a  space 
between  the  body  and  the  saddle,  just  sufficient  for  the  open  hand 
Fig.  75.  between  them. 

Action  117.  Hands  on  the  pommels,  spring  up,  rest 
a  moment,  then  throw  the  right  leg  over  the  horse,  lift- 
ing the  right  hand  to  let  the  leg  pass  over  the  back 
pommel  into  the  saddle,  bringing  down  the  hand  quickly 
on  the  pommel.  Throw  the  leg  back  again,  observing 
the  same  precautions:  do  this  several  times  without 
^**-  '^^'  coming  to  the  ground. 

Action  118.  As  action  117,  with  the  left  leg  on  the  other  side. 

Action  119.  Hands  on  the  pommels,  spring  up,  at  the 
same  time  turn  the  body  a  little  on  one  side,  and  throw 

the  right  leg  over  the  front  pommel,  lifting  up  the  left 

C         ^  \^        J  hand  to  let  the  right  leg  pass  (fig.  77). 
^^         |[    "^^     Action  120.  As  action  119  on  the  other  side,  with 
Fig.  77.  left  leg. 


NOTES  OF  A  BIBLE  LESSON. 
The  Lame  Man  Cured. — Acts  in.  1 — 11. 

HEADS   OF  THE   LESSON. 

I.  Explanation  of  the  principal  words  and  phrases. 
IT.  The  chief  points  to  be  illustrated. 
III.  The  application,  or  the  practical  lessons. 

SPECIMENS   OF    NOTES   ILLUSTRATIVE   OF   THESE   HEADS. 

I.  Temple — alms — fastening  his  eyes  upon   him — such  as  I  have- 
wonder — amazement,  porch,  &c. 
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I!.  The  two  apostles — the  temple, — ^why  they  were  going  there,  and 
when  ? — the  lame  man,  where  he  was  laid,  and  why  ? — ^he  sees  and  ac- 
costs the  apostles — Peter's  answer — the  miracle — the  conduct  of  the  man 
— the  effect  produced  on  the  people. 

III.  h — That  it  is  our  duty  to  attend  the  house  of  God  (?,  1). 

2. — ^That  we  should  always  be  willing  to  give  to  others  what  we 

can  (v.  6). 
3. — That  Christ  is  the  source  of  all  our  blessings  (v.  6). 
4.  That  we  should  express  our  gratitude  for  the  mercies  we  re- 
ceive (?.  8). 

Form  of  Questions, 

(1  V.)  Where  is  this  lesson  taken  from  ?  What  is  its  title  ?  Who  are 
the  principal  persons  mentioned  in  the  lesson  ?  Who  were  Peter  and 
John  ?  Where  were  they  going?  What  is  a  temple?  What  do  we  call 
a  place  of  worship  ?  What  other  places  of  worship  had  the  Jews  ?  At 
what  time  did  Peter  and  John  go  up  to  the  temple  ?  When  was  the 
hour  of  prayer  ?  What  hour  with  us  corresponds  to  their  ninth  hour  ? 
When  was  the  first  hour  among  the  Jews  ? 

(2  y.)  What  do  you  mean  by  a  certain  man?  How  is  this  man 
spoken  of?  How  long  had  he  been  lame  ?  What  words  refer  to  his 
birth  ?  Where  was  this  lame  man  taken  every  day?  Why  should  he  be 
laid  at  the  gate  of  the  temple?  For  what  purpose  was  he  laid  here? 
Why  should  he  want  alms  ?  Whom,  in  particular,  should  we  assist  ? 
Why  was  the  gate  called  '<  Beautiful  ?  *' 

(3  ▼.)  To  whom  does  the  word  who  refer  (v.  3).  Of  whom  did  he  ask 
alms  ?  What  are  alms  ?  What  is  the  meaning  of  about  to  go  ?  Where 
were  they  about  to  go  ? 

(4  v.)  What  is  said  of  Peter,  when  the  lame  man  asked  alms  of  him? 
What  does  fastening  his  eyes  denote?  What  is  said  concerning  John? 
How  do  you  know  that  John  did  the  same  as  Peter  ?  Quote  the  words. 
Which  of  the  two  addressed  the  lame  man  ?  What  did  Peter  say  to  him  ? 
Give  the  full  force  of  "  Looh  on  u«." 

(5  y.)  How  did  the  lame  man  act  ?  What  is  the  meaning  oigave  heed 
unto  them  ?    Why  did  he  do  so  ? 

(6  V.)  What  did  Peter  say  he  did  not  possess  ?  Give  one  word  which 
means  silver  and  gold.  What  did  he  say  he  would  give  him  ?  What  did 
he  mean  by  such  as  I  have  ?  What  did  he  tell  him  to  do  ?  In  whose 
name  did  he  bid  him  do  this  ?     What  does  this  show  us  ? 

(And  so  on  with  the  other  verses.) 

Questions  to  be  answered  in  Writing, 

1.  Give  an  account  of  the  beautiful  gate  of  the  temple. 

2.  Explain  fully  the  conduct  of  the  man  after  he  was  healed. 

3.  When,  and  in  what  words,  did  Christ  give  his  apostles  power  to  work 
miracles  ? 

4.  Show  what  lessons  can  be  deduced  from  verse  6. 

5.  What  special  duties  do  we  learn  from  this  lesson  ? 

W.  M*L. 
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1.  A  SCHOOL  ATLAS  OF  PHYSICAL  OEOGRAFHT,  ILLUSTRATING,  IN  A  SERIES 
OF  ORIGINAL  DESIGNS,  THE  ELEMENTARY  FACTS  OF  GEOLOGY,  HYDRO- 
LOGY, METEOROLOGY,  AND  NATURAL  HISTORY. 

2.  A  SCHOOL  ATLAS  OF  GENERAL  AND  DESCRIPTIVE  GEOGRAPHY,  EXHIBIT- 
ING THE  ACTUAL  AND  COMPARATIVE  EXTENT  OF  ALL  THE  COUNTRIES  IN 
THE  WORLD,  WITH  THEIR  PRESENT  POLITICAL  DIVISIONS,  FOUNDED  OK 
THE  MOST  RECENT  DISCOVERIES  AND  RECTIFICATIONS. 

BY  ALEX.  KEITH  JOHNSTON,  F.R.S.E.,  F.R.6.S.,  F.G.S.y  GEOGRAPHER 
IN  ORDINARY  TO  HER  MAJESTY  FOR  SCOTLAND;  AUTHOR  OF  THB 
**  PHYSICAL    ATLAS,"  THE    **  NATIONAL   ATLAS,"    &C.  &C. 

(Blackwood  and  Sons  :  Edinburgh  and  London,) 

These  are  decidedly  the  best  School  Atlases  that  we  have  yet  seen» 
They  embody  all  the  principal  features  of  Mr.  Keith  Johnston's  two  great 
Atlases  in  a  comparatively  small  compass,  and  are  offered  to  the  public 
at  a  moderate  cost.  The  maps  are  coloured  in  a  superior  manner  to  any 
that  have  hitherto  appeared*  This  has  been  accomplished  by  printing  in 
colours,  in  which  kind  of  printing  as  applied  to  maps,  this  is,  we  believe, 
the  first  really  successful  attempt  that  has  been  made,  although  our  map 
engravers  have  for  so  long  a  time  been  endeavouring  to  bring  the  process 
to  bear.  One  of  the  principal  results  of  this  is  that  the  water,  both  rivers 
and  seas,  has  been  printed  in  a  separate  colour  (blue).  Besides  these  ad- 
vantages, the  size  of  the  plates  is  larger  than  that  of  those  in  general  use, 
thereby  admitting  of  greater  distinctness  in  outline  and  clearness  in 
arrangement. 

The  chief  differences  between  these  and  the  Author's  large  Atlases  are 
the  following. 

AH  the  letter-press  of  the  folio  Physical  Atlas  is  omitted  in  the  Physical 
School  Atlas.  We  think  that  even  for  physical  geography  this  is  the 
better  plan.  Atlases  are  the  natural  companions  to  text-books,  and  we 
do  not  think  that  anything  is  gained  by  combining  the  two.  This  plan 
has  no  advantage  which  may  not  be  equally  obtained  by  having  them 
separate ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  these  two  decided  disadvantages, 
that  it  produces  a  clumsy  volume,  and  unnecessarily  increases  the  price, 
because  the  letter  press  has  to  be  printed  in  larger  type,  and  upon  a  better 
paper,  than  would  be  required  if  the  size  were  smaller. 

The  Physical  School  Atlas  only  contains  six  maps  less  than  the  folio 
Physical  Atlas ;  the  latter,  namely,  contains  eighteen,  and  the  former 
twenty-four.  Those  that  have  been  omitted  are  the  Geological  Structure 
of  the  Globe,  the  Palseontological  Map  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Illustra- 
tions of  Glaciers,  under  the  head  of  Geology ;  the  Tidal  Chart  of  the 
British  Seas,  under  Hydrography;  the  Rain  Map  of  Europe,  under 
Hyetography ;  the  Geographical  Distribution  of  the  Cultivated  Plants 
used  as  Food,  and  the  Ethnographic  Map  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
under  Natural  History,  besides  which,  under  this  head,  the  five  maps  re- 
presenting the  geographical  distribution  of  the  animal  tribes  have  been 
condensed  into  one. 

Our  readers  will  perceive  at  once  that  these  arc  all  maps  that  may  very 
well  be  dispensed  with  in  an  elementary  course  of  instruction  in  physical 
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geography.  Five  maps  have  been  added  to  the  School  Atlas,  which  are 
not  to  be  found  in  the  large  work,  namely,  Elements  of  Chartography  and 
Physical  Geography,  Comparative  Sizes  of  the  Principal  Lakes  of  the  Globe, 
MountainSjTable-lands,  Plains  and  Valleys  of  Africa  and  of  The  British  Isles, 
and  Distribution  and  Extent  of  the  different  Forms  of  Religion  over  the 
Globe.  All  three  of  these  will  be  found  useful  to  the  teachers  and  inter- 
esting to  the  pupils  in  elementary  schools;  but  particularly  the  last* 
named,  which  not  only  shows  the  distribution  of  man  according  to  pre- 
vailing forms  of  belief,  but  also  the  comparative  progress  of  education  in 
Europe  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  rest  of  the  plates  are  very  nearly  the  same  in  subject  as  those  in 
the  **  Physical  Atlas  of  Natural  Phenomena,"  and  about  the  same  in 
size  (rather  larger,  if  anything),  as  they  open  across  the  book ;  but  they 
have  all  been  re-engraved  and  embody  the  most  recent  information. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  of  our  readers  who  may  not  happen  to  be 
acquainted  with  either  of  the  editions  of  the  large  work,  we  subjoin  a 
complete  list  of  the  plates  contained  in  the  present  one. 

Frontispibcb.     1.  Elements  of  Chartography  and  Physical  Geography. 
Hydrology    .    2.  Chart  of  the  Ocean  Currents  of  the  World. 

3.  Comparative  Sizes  of  the  Principal  Lakes  of  the  Globe. 

4.  Chart  of  the  River  Systems  of  the  World. 

Geology     .    .    5.  The  MountainsyTable-lands,  Plains  and  Valleys  of  Europe. 

6.  Ditto  of  Asia. 

7.  Ditto  of  Africa. 

8.  Ditto  of  North  America. 

9.  Ditto  of  South  America. 

10.  Ditto  of  The  British  Islands. 

1 1.  Distribution  of  Earthquakes  and  Volcanoes  over  the  Globe. 
Meteorology.  12.  Climatological  Chart,  showing  the  Temperature  of  the 

Globe. 

13.  Map  of  the  constant  and  periodical  Winds  over  the  Globe, 

14.  The  Distribution  of  Rain  and  Snow  over  the  Globe. 
Natural  His- 
tory   .    •     .15.  Map  of  the  Distribution  of  Vegetable  Life  over  the  Globe. 

16.  Map  of  the  Distribution  of  Animal  Life- over  the  Globe. 

17.  Map  of  the  Distribution  of  the  Different  Races  of  Man 

over  the  Globe. 

18.  Map  showing  the  Distribution  and  Extent  of  the  Different 

Forms  of  Religion  over  the  Globe. 

The  Physical  Charts  of  the  Atlantic,  Pacific  and  Indian  Oceans,  in  the 
folio  Atlas,  have  thus  been  condensed  into  one  map,  and  similarly  with 
the  River  Systems  of  Europe  and  Asia  and  of  America.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  four  maps  of  the  physical  features  of  Europe,  Asia,  North 
America,  South  America,  are  represented  by  only  two  maps  in  the 
large  work. 

The  "General  School  Atlas'*  contains  about  one  half  of  the  number  of 
maps  in  the  **  National  Atlas :"  there  are  forty-one  in  the  former,  twenty- 
two  in  the  latter.  At  the  same  time  only  one  map  has  in  reality  been 
omitted,  that  of  the  World  on  Mercator's  projection.  This  has  been  managed 
by  grouping  several  countries  together  occasionally.  Thus,  for  example, 
Scotland  and  Ireland  are  included  in  one  plate,  another  plate  contains 
Turkey  in  Asia,  Persia,  Transcaucasia,  Afghanistan,  and  Beloochistan,  and 
Australasia  similarly  is  all  given  together.  The  author  has  taken  advan- 
tage of  this  system  of  grouping  to  represent  the  various  countries  in  some- 
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ihmg  like  their  trae  proportion.  The  map  of  England,  for  instance, 
occupies  the  same  space  as  that  containing  Scotland  and  Irelaiid,  and  a 
correct  idea  is  thus  given  of  the  relative  size  of  the  three  countries.  It  is 
of  course  a  necessary  evil  of  all  atlases,  more  or  less,  that  the  maps  are 
obliged  to  be  all  of  the  same  size ;  and  the  more  this  evil  can  be  reduced, 
by  any  such  plan  as  that  in  the  present  work,  the  more  serviceable  will  the 
maps  be  in  teaching  children.  In  a  large  atlas,  which  is  only  consvltcd 
by  adults,  this  is  not  of  so  much  consequence. 

Next  to  the  beautifully  distinct  cok>uring  of  these  maps,  their  greatest 
advantage  is,  perhaps,  that  they  are  not  overcrowded  with  names.  In 
many  atlases  tne  maps  are  so  indistinct  from  this  overcrowdmg,  that  they 
are  totally  unsuited  to  the  purposes  of  instruction*  A  recent  attempt  to 
supply  maps  at  a  cheap  rate,  has,  we  believe,  failed  mainly  from  this  fault. 
Apart  from  the  confused  appearance  which  such  maps  present,  there  is 
really  no  use  in  so  great  a  quantity  of  names.  A  few  only,  those  of  the 
most  important  places,  are  all  that  it  is  desirable,  or  even  possible,  for  tlie 
pupils  to  learn  ;  and  they  are  more  likely  to  become  familiar  with  these,  if 
their  attention  is  not  drawn  off  by  a  host  of  others,  not  to  say  anything  of 
the  tiiBe  necessarily  lost  in  searching  for  places  in  maps  that  bare  Ihia 
fault 

Qvite  a  new  fttittare,  mad  that  «  werj  useful  one,  has  been  introduced 
into  these  maps ;  namely,  the  mono  of  places  sttaated  to  the  east  or  west 
of  the  country  have  been  Inserted  in  their  proper  latitude  on  the  borders 
at  the  sides,  and  the  corresponding  meridians  of  capitals  in  the  upper 
borders.  The  information  thus  given  in  spaces  usually  left  blank,  affords 
a  ground  for  comparing  and  contrasting  places  in  the  same  latitude  or 
longitude,  in  respect  of  climate  and  of  natural  capabilities  dependent  on 
climate.  Such  contrasts  and  comparisons  are  extremely  valuable,  as  they 
not  only  illustrate  the  truth  but  establish  the  importance  of  the  great  laws 
of  physical  geography.  Simply  as  a  means  of  feaching,  too,  they  are  very 
effective;  for  children,  and  young  people  generally,  never  realize  any  par- 
ticular fact  until  they  have  seen  its  opposite.  Indeed,  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  human  mind,  this  is  more  or  less  the  case  with  all  of  us. 
Contrast  and  comparison  are  the  only  means  we  have  of  arriving  at  de- 
^oite  ideas  upon  any  matter.  They  are  the  elements  of  observation  or 
experience,  which  philosophers  admit  to  be  the  source  of  all  our  ideas. 
How  important  is  it  therefore  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  method  which  na- 
ture points  out  to  us,  in  the  instructron  of  the  young,  not  in  geography 
only,  but  in  all  subjects  of  instruction.  At  the  same  time  this  method  is 
particularly  appropriate  in  teaching  geography,  which  is  pre-eminently  the 
science  of  observation. 

Another  new  feature  is  that  under  the  name  of  neighbouring  countries 
mentioned  in  the  map  is  given  their  page  in  the  series,  which  saves  the 
trouble  of  consulting  the  Table  of  Coirtents,  in  case  it  is  wished  to  refer  to 
theiT}. 

A  copious  Index  is  added,  which  contains  every  name  in  the  maps. 

After  this  statement  of  the  advantages  of  these  two  atlases,  we  need 
scarcely  add  that  we  strongly  recommend  them  to  the  notice  of  our 
readers.  Their  price  is,  of  course,  still  too  high  to  admit  of  their  being 
brought  widely  into  use  in  elementary  schools ;  but  we  should  advise  the 
promoters  of  these  schools  to  furnish  them  with  as  many  copies  as  the 
funds  will  afford,  at  least  to  provide  a  copy  for  the  use  of  the  teachers  and 
pupil  teachers,  for  we  do  not  see  why  these,  with  their  limited  means, 
should  be  obliged  to  buy  the  indispensable  tools  of  their  profession. 
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QVJSSTIOirS  ON   FATaiARCBAL  HISTORY,  JI«LUSTILATIVa  THB  BOOK  OF  «B* 

KESis.    Pp.  32.     (London :  National  Society**  Depofitory.) 
A  TEACHER  would  examine  bis  pupils  with  more  spirit  and  better  efiect 
could  he  dispense  with  the  use  of  question  books  in  presence  of  his  class. 
But  we  cannot  expect  that  he  should  always  be  able  to  do  without  them. 

If  not  before  his  pupils,  yet  certainly  in  prq>aration,  be  ought  to  digest 
his  subject,  and  mould  his  forms  of  interrogation,  so  as  to  insure  his  com- 
munication of  sound  and  methodical  instruction,  and  so  that  he  may  be 
able  at  some  future  time,  to  recollect  and  revise  the  lessons  he  has  given. 
The  tract  before  us  presents  an  excellent  model  of  scripture  questioning, 
and  contains  a  rich  store  of  appropriate  religions  information  and  sugges- 
tion. The  questions  are  given  without  formal  answers;  but  the  explana- 
tory notes  and  scripture  references  are  sufficient  to  enable  any  teacher  of 
ordinary  intelligence  to  conduct  the  prescribed  examinations.  The  plan 
of  these  questions,  indeed,  seem  to  suggest  that  the  book  might  be  wrth 
advantage  put  into  the  hands  of  pupils,  in  which  case  it  would,  of  course, 
be  a  class-book  in  the  hands  of  the  master. 

In  the  author's  preface  occur  the  following  judicious  and  useful  obser- 
vations, which  will  further  indicate  the  character  of  the  publication  : — 

"The  plan  on  which  catechetical  works  are  usually  "^onstnictcd, — that  of  re- 
qniring  long  and  tedious  answers  to  be  learnt  by  heart  renders  thcin  a  source 
of  much  vexation  and  discouragement  to  the  scholars.  No  doubt,  in  the  case 
of  the  Church  catechism,  containing  the  decisions  of  the  Church  of  England 
on  the  most  essential  points  of  doctrine  and  morals,  it  is  highly  proper  that  the 
very  words  should  be  committed  to  memory.  But  the  words  which  any  ordi- 
nary writer  may  employ  to  express  his  ideas  are  of  little  consequence ;  and  it  is 
far  better  that  the  scholar  should  reply  in  words  of  his  own^  Ho  ^'H  *hen  an- 
swer easily  and  intelligently ;  but  what  he  learns  by  heart,  he  for  the  nsost  part 
learns  with  difficulty,  repeats  mechanically,  and  soon  forgsts." 

"  To  give  a  long  answer  in  words  of  his  own  requires  a  mental  effort  of  which 
a  child  is  incapable.  The  proper  course,  therefore,  is  to  multiply  the  questions 
and  subdivide  the  subjects,  until  the  answer  is  reduced  to  a  smgle  clause  of  a 
sentence, — which  is  as  much  as  children  can  in  geno^al  compose  extemporane- 
ously." 

**  Another  fault  occasionally  fomid  in  catechetical  works,  although  more  ire^ 
quently  in  uit^d  voce  examinations,  is,  that  the  questions  are  not  always  suifi* 
ciently  precise^  and  do  not  actually  call  for  the  iitformation  whidti  the  scholar  is 
nevertheless  most  unreasonably  expected  to  communicate.  The  querist,  if  him- 
self unexpectedly  examined  in  his  own  book,  would  not  always  be  able  to  divine 
the  bearing  of  his  own  question." 

*'0n  the  other  hand,  the  question  sometimes  so  obviously  suggests  the  answer, 
as  to  afford  no  test  whatever  of  knowledge  or  intelligence  in  the  scholar." 

**  A  further  error  is,  that  the  questions  in  many  cases  have  reference  to  mi- 
nutiae which  it  is  useless  for  the  scholar  to  remember.  To  load  his  memory 
with  innumerable  dates,  or  with  the  names  of  persons  or  places  of  which  he 
can  know  nothing  but  the  names,  is  a  cruel  waste  of  time  and  intellect.  And 
yet  there  is  a  strong  temptation  to  such  questions,  which,  however  troublesome 
and  annoying  to  the  scholar,  are  very  easy  and  satisfactory  to  the  teacher." 
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1.  PAMILIAK  LETTERS  ON  THE  PHYSICS  OF  TU£  £ARTH.  BY  IIEKRY  BUFF, 
PROFESSOR  OF  PHYSICS  IN  TUB  UNIVERSITY  OF  GIESSBN.  EDITED  BY 
A.   W.    HOFFMAN,   PH.    D.,    F.tt.S.,    PROFESSOR    IN     THE   ROYAL   COLLEGE 

OF  CHEMISTRY,  LoNDON.     (Loodon  :  Taylov^  JFallon,  and  Maberly,) 

2.  ELEMENTARY  PHYSICS,  AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  STUDY  OF  NATURAL 
PHILOSOPHY.      BY  ROBERT  HUNT,    PROFESSOR   OF   MECHANICAL  SCIENCE, 

GOVERNMENT  SCHOOL  OF  MINES.      8vo.  Pp.  468.      (LondoQ :    Reeve 
and  Benham,) 

The  first  of  these  rolumesis  a  translation  of  a  work  which  has  had  a  wide 
circulation  in  Germany,  where  perhaps  more  attention  is  given  to  the  sub- 
ject of  physics  than  in  this  country.  Although  the  Germans  are  by  no  means 
so  celebrated  for  discoveries  in  chemistry  and  physics  as  the  English  ;  they 
have  always  been  before  us  in  reducing  these  discoveries  to  an  available 
form  for  the  general  reader.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  considering 
that  they  are  so  much  in  advance  of  us  in  general  education ;  and  that 
the  number  of  readers  upon  whom  an  author  among  them  may  count  is, 
accordingly,  so  much  larger  than  it  is  among  ourselves.  The  laws  of 
supply  and  demand  are  in  no  case  more  strictly  fulfilled  than  in  the 
departments  of  authorship  and  publication.  We  believe,  that,  at  present, 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  original  poetry  of  very  considerable  merit  being 
consigned  to  oblivion,  simply  because  there  is  no  demand  for  that  species 
of  writing :  publishers  will  not  accept  it  on  any  terms. 

The  work  before  us  is  well  deserving  of  the  success  which  it  has  met 
with  in  the  land  of  its  author.  Professor  Buff  has  a  European  reputation 
as  a  physical  philosopher,  and  he  has  the  rare  talent,  which  his  ex- 
perience as  a  lecturer  may  have  called  forth,  of  imparting  scientific  know- 
ledge in  a  familiar  and  popular  manner.  *'  His  letters  are  addressed," 
tays  the  editor,  ^*  to  a  person  not  supposed  to  have  any  greater  amount  of 
scientific  knowledge  than  is  possessed  by  every  man  of  education;  in 
language  intelligible  to  such  a  reader,  he  endeavours  to  explain  the  great 
phenomena  of  nature."  We  need  add  nothing  further  to  recommend  the 
book  to  the  attention  of  our  readers.  We  prefer  giving  them  some  notion 
of  the  subjects  comprised  in  it,  on  which  they  may  have  the  instruction  of 
to  eminent  and  so  practical  a  teacher.  It  treats  generally,  as  the  title 
page  expresses  it,  of  *'  the  chief  movements  of  the  land,  the  waters,  and 
the  air,  and  the  forces  that  give  rise  to  them."  These  are  described 
in  a  series  of  sixteen  letters,  of  which  the  following  are  the  respective 
subjects-' 

I.  Gravity  and  its  effects.— II.  The  Tides.— III.  The  Heat  within  the  Earth. 
— IV.  Warm  Springs. — V.  Hot  Springs,  and  Jets  of  Steam. — ^VI.  Jets  of  Gas 
and  Wind  j  Volcanoes.— VII.  Volcanoes  and  Earthquakes.— VIII.  The  Tem- 
perature of  the  outermost  Crust  of  the  Earth. — IX.  The  Temperature  of  the 
lowest  Stratum  of  the  Atmosphere. — ^X.  The  Temperature  of  the  higher  Layer- 
of  the  Air. — ^XI.  The  Temperature  of  the  Waters,  and  their  influence  on  Climate. 
—XII.  The  Currents  of  the  Sea.— XIII.  The  Winds.— XIV.  The  Winds,  con- 
tinued ;  their  influence  on  Climate. — ^XV.  The  moisture  of  the  Air,  and  the  fall 
of  Wet.— XVI.  The  Electricity  of  the  Air,  and  Lightning. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  of  contents,  that  the  work  is  particularly 
suitable  for  teachers  and  pupil  teachers  in  elementary  schools.  To  such 
we  strongly  recommend  it;  they  will  find  it  exceedingly  useful  in  the 
preparation  of  their  lessons  on  physical  geography. 

The  elegant  style  of  the  author  has  been  well  reproduced  in  the  trans- 
lation, which  adheres  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  original,  without  having 
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anything  of  a  Oerman  air.  The  name  of  Dr.  Hoffman  is  of  itself  a  suf- 
ficient guarantee  that  the  present  edition  has  been  faithfully  and  ably 
executed.  We  consider  that  he  has  conferred  a  real  benefit  upon  the 
English  public,  by  rendering  so  valuable  a  work  accessible  to  them. 

The  '*  Elementary  Physics/'  by  Professor  Hunt,  has  been  written  for 
the  same  class  of  readers  as  the  foregoing  work,  but  difi*ers  from  it  con- 
siderably, we  might  almost  say  entirely,  in  regard  to  contents,  although 
both  works  bear  the  title  of  Physics.  '*  Impressed,*'  says  the  author, 
*'  with  the  idea  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  render  every  truth  intelligible 
by  the  most  simple  language — that  it  is  practicable  to  teach  physical 
science^  so  far  as  to  render  all  the  great  deductions  from  observation  and 
experiment  satisfactorily  clear,  without  encountering  the  difficulty  of 
mathematics — this  elementary  treatise  has  been  written.  It  is  hoped  that 
it  may  be  found  useful  in  furnishing  an  appropriate  introduction  to  those 
works  of  our  great  natural  philosophers,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  a 
knowledge  of  the  laws  which  regulate  the  great  phenomena  of  Nature. 
The  subjects  of  which  the  work  treats  are  as  follows : — 

I.  General  Properties  of  Ponderable  Matter.—* II.'General  Laws  of  Motion.— 

III.  Laws  of  slightly  Elastic  Fluids  (what  are  commonly  called  non^elcutie*) — 

IV.  Laws  of  Elastic  Fluids. — V.  Sonorous  movement  of  Bodies. — VL  Primary 
Phenomena  of  Electricity.— VH.  Heat,  or  Caloric. — ^VHL  Light  and  Actinism. 

The  one  work  treats,  therefore,  of  the  general  principles  of  physics — 
the  other  of  the  natural  phenomena  to  which  the  action  of  these  principles 
gives  rise.  ♦ 

Professor  Hunt  is  already  well  known  as  a  popular  writer  on  science,  by 
his  "Poetry  of  Science,"  '*  Researches  on  Light,"  and  his  "Handbook 
to  the  Great  Exhibition*"  His  reputation  for  an  easy  and  perspicuous 
style  is  fully  upheld  in  the  present  volume.  We  must,  at  the  same  time, 
point  out,  that  he  has  the  common  fault  of  popular  writers,  although  not 
in  a  very  marked  degree,  namely,  that  of  attempting,  or  seeming  to 
attempt,  to  exhaust  the  subjects  of  which  he  treats.  For  instance,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  chapter  on  the  "  Laws  of  slightly  Elastic 
Fluids,"  be  has  the  following  remarks  upon  the  geographical  distribution 
of  water :^^ 

"  Flowing  over  the  solid  surface  of  this  planet,  we  have  a  most  extraordinary 
liquid  body.  It  is  presented  to  us  in  the  remarkable  features  of  a  vast  ocean,  in 
never-resting  water,  which  is,  under  the  influence  of  solar  heat,  vaporizing ; 
thus  charging  the  atmosphere  with  moisture,  which,  passings  over  the  land,  or 
condensed  by  the  hills,  is  seen  to  flow  in  all  the  varied  beauty  of  torrent  and 
stream,  or  to  gather  into  the  no  less  important  accumulations  of  the  lake. 

"  The  largest  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  earth  is  occupied  by  water.  In  the 
northern  hemispnere  it  has  been  calculated  that  the  proportion  of  land  to  water 
is  as  419  to  1000,  while  in  the  southern  hemisphere  it  is  as  129  to  1000.  The 
greatest  depth  of  the  ocean  is  probably  about  five  miles  ;  while  Laplace  has  cal- 
culated that  its  mean  depth  is  about  3000  feet.  From  the  porous  nature  of  the 
nmii  and  the  circumstance  that  the  stony  strata  forming  the  external  crust  of  this 
world  is  cleaved,  jointed,  and  often  rent,  channels  are  formed  by  which  water 
passes  to  a  considerable  depth  into  the  interior,  there  performinf^  an  important 
putt  in  the  great  ehemlcal  changes  constantly  taking  place  in  that  laboratory  of 
ltatare«  Again,  the  vegetable  and  the  animal  kingdoms  hold  water  largely  com- 
bined :  and  the  fluids^  compounds  of  water  and  other  bodies,  circulating  in  the 
capillSfy  VeSeels,  and  fllUng  the  cells  of  the  plant,  or  conrsiftg  the  arteries  and 
veilis  01  the  animal,  obey  th<>ss  laws  which  now  become  the  subjects  of  our  Con- 
iMerttHOA/' 

This  woald  all  be  very  well  in  a  popular  fecture  on  such  a  subject,  but 
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there  should  certainly  be  a  difierence  between  the  style  of  a  popular 
lecture  and  that  of  a  popular  treatise.  When  a  number  of  persons  are 
gathered  together^  and  feel  bound  to  remain,  out  of  decency,  till  the 
lecture  is  over,  it  is  only  fair  to  them  that  the  subject  should  be  treated 
in  a  comprehensive,  striking,  and  interesting  manner;  but  we  may  at 
least  expect,  that,  when  a  single  person  sits  down  to  peruse  a  work  on 
science,  however  simple  or  popular,  he  will  bring  some  amount  of  deter- 
mination to  study  and  learn,  and  if  the  book  does  not  please  him,  he  has 
always  the  option  of  laying  it  aside  till  he  is  better  disposed.  Popular 
writers  on  science  would  do  well  to  remember  that  what  is  desired  in  a 
popular  style  is  conciseness  and  simplicity  of  expression,  clearness  of 
explanation,  and  facility  of  illustration,  and  not  a  certain  admixture  of 
interesting  general  observations  with  the  less  easily  intelligible  truths  of 
science,  in  order  to  render  the  latter  palatable.  If  such  passages  as  the 
above  had  been  omitted  from  the  present  volume,  the  public  would  have 
been  in  every  way  the  gainers ;  for  they  consume  time  which  might  be 
applied  to  the  more  immediate  subjects  of  the  book,  and  they  greatly 
increase  the  price.  It  is,  of  course,  next  to  impossible,  among  different 
authors,  to  find  a  graduated  series  of  works  on  science;  but  everybody 
acknowledges  the  necessity  for  such  gradation  (the  author  of  the  present 
work  among  the  rest),  and  the  best  method  for  securing  so  desirable  an 
object  in  an  approximate  degree,  is  for  each  writer  to  mark  out  for  himself 
a  distinct  sphere,  and  to  adhere  rigidly  to  its  proper  limits. 

However,  we  will  not  dwell  longer  upon  this  single  defect  in  an  excel* 
lent  volume.  In  spite  of  this  drawback,  we  strongly  advise  those  of  our 
readers  for  whom  it  may  be  suitable,  to  possess  themselves  of  a  copy. 
There  is  one  great  merit  which  it  has,  that  we  must  not  on  any  account 
omit  to  notice.  Professor  Hunt  seems  to  be  fully  aware  of  the  great  value 
of  illustrations  in  a  popular  book  of  instruction.  His  work  contains  no 
fewer  than  217  wood-engravings,  all  of  them  beautifully  executed.  The 
former  work  has  not  this  recommendation. 

The  appearance  of  these  two  works  is  an  evidence  of  an  increasing 
desire  among  general  readers  in  this  country  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance 
with  physical  science,  and  they  are  both  well  calculated  to  facilitate 
this  important  study,  each  in  a  separate  sphere,  without  trenching  much 
upon  that  of  the  other. 


THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  ;  OR,  A  PROGRESSIVE,  CLEAR,  AND  PRACTICAL 
COX3RSE  OF  THE  GERMAN  LANGUAGE.  BY  J.  N.  VLIELAND,  MANY  YEARS 
PROFESSOR   OF    FRENCH    AND    GERMAN    IN  KING    EDWARD  THE   SIXTH's 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  NORWICH.     (Loudon :    Simjpkin,  Marshall,  and 

Co.) 
As  is  usual  with  writers  on  grammar,  Mr.  Vlieland  commences  his  work 
by  denouncing  all   the  authors  who  have   preceded  him  in  the  same 
subject. 

"  How  far,"  he  says,  "  the  efforts  of  those  who  have  published  their  methods 
have  been  successful,  is  not  for  me  to  say ;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to  give  my 
opinion  as  a  practical  teacher,  and  one  who  has  strictly  and  impartially  examined 
many  of  them,  that,  although  I  feel  convinced  not  a  few  of  them  have  been 
written  by  yery  superior  scholars,  yet  the  simplicitv  and  clearness  so  desirable 
to  lead  the  student,  by  easy  and  well-regulated  gradations,  to  the  acquisition  of 
a  practical,  as  well  as  a  theoretical,  knowledge  of  the  language,  has  not  been 
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sufficiently  attended  to ;  and  the  display  of  the  author's  attainments  is  far  more 
prominent  than  the  desideratum  for  which  the  work  ought  to  have  been  written." 

It  is  trae^  that,  in  the  present  work,  the  display  of  the  author's  attain- 
ments, at  least  in  the  English  language,  is  not  very  prominent,  as  the 
first  sentence  of  his  preface  will  show  : — 

"  The  German  language  becoming  every  day  more  popular  and  necessary  as 
a  branch  of  a  liberal  education  in  this  country,  the  mind  of  those  concerned  in 
communicating  a  knowledge  of  the  same,  has  naturally  been  turned  to  ameli- 
orating the  means  of  facilitating  its  acquisition,  and  hence  the  increase  of 
elementary  works  for  that  purpose.'' 

But  we  have  been  quite  unable  to  discover  the  particulars  in  which  this 
work  is  superior  to  its  predecessors  in  point  of  simplicity  and  clearness. 
In  fact,  we  are  compelled  to  say  that  we  consider  it  greatly  inferior  to 
many  of  them  in  these  respects.  It  does  not  much  simplify  German 
declensions  to  introduce  an  ablative  and  a  vocative  case,  when  there  are 
no  separate  forms  for  them.  In  regard  to  these  two  cases,  the  author 
remarks : — 

''The  Vocative. — ^This  case  is  called  thus  because  it  is  used  to  invoke  and 
to  address :  it  is  always  like  the  nominative." 

''The  Ablative, — the  sign  of  which  is  from,  is  always  formed  by  using  the 
preposition  von  with  the  dative." 

We  think,  too,  that  the  declensions  may  be  reduced  to  a  smaller  number 
than  four  with  advantage  to  the  beginner,  namely,  by  dividing  the  nouns 
into  the  two  great  groups  of  a  weak  and  a  strong  declension,  and  making 
exceptional  cases  of  those  (and  the  number  is  very  smaU)  which  do  not 
conform  to  this  division. 

The  author  has  given  us  several  true  specimens  of  German  dividing  and 
subdividing.  Under  the  head  of  adjectives,  we  find  a  distinct  chapter 
allotted  to  numbers.  He  divides  them  first  into  five  classes : — cardinal, 
ordinal,  proportional,  distributive,  and  collective  numbers;  and  then  he 
further  distinguishes  the  proportional  numbers  into  variative  and  reitera- 
tive, and  the  distributive  numbers  into  substantive  and  adverbial 
numbers.  Similarly,  he  divides  the  pronouns  into  personal,  possessive, 
(conjunctive  or  adjective,  and  disjunctive  or  absolute),  demonstrative 
(conjunctive  and  disjunctive),  interrogative  and  relative,  and  indefinite ; 
and  the  adverbs  into  adverbs  of  time,  adverbs  of  place,  adverbs  of  quantity, 
dverbs  of  quality,  adverbs  of  comparison,  adverbs  of  order,  adverbs  of 
number,  adverbs  of  affirmation,  adverbs  of  negation,  and  adverbs  of  doubt. 

In  the  lists  of  conjunctions  and  interjections,  the  author  has  introduced 
whole  phrases,  and  even  whole  sentences.    The  following  are  examples  :— 


CONJUNCTIONS. 

"  Mit  einem  JVorte,  in  a  word. 
Nach  diesem,  after  which. 
Nichts  desto  weniger,  nevertheless. 

Es  sey  denn  doss,    y  ""*^'»»* 
Ehe  als,  before  that." 


INTERJECTIONS. 

"  Halt  den  Dieb,  stop-thief! 
Ei  seht  dock,  just  see ! 
Es  gilt,  agreed ! 
Halbe  Beute,  I  cry  halves ! 
Ich  mbchte  toll  werden,  I  shall  lose 

my  senses ! 
In*s  Gewehr,  to  armsl" 

There  must  be  some  misprint  in  the  following  sentence,  in  the  chapter 
on  pronouns  :-^ 

"The  Germans  use  the  second  person  singular  (ou,  thou),  in  addressing  the 
Deity  J  great  Lords,  in  poetry  j   their  children,  brothers,  sisters;   askintimat 
friend,  a  cof^fidential  servant;  axidpeopleofthe  lower  classes,'' 


t» 
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Tho  printer  nigbt  hwft  corrected  the  word  particule,  which  ocettre 
throughout  the  book. 

We  Iiave  not  tpace  to  particularize  any  more  of  the  faults  of  this 
grammar.  One  defect  of  arrangement  must  be  noticed^  however,  be- 
cause it  pervades  the  whole.  The  author^  repeatedly  illustrates  the 
application  of  particular  words  and  phrases,  in  sentences  which 
contain  forms  with  which  the  student  is  not  supposed  to  be  acquainted, 
but  not  eomprehending  them,  be  cannot  of  course,  profit  by  the  illus- 
tration. 

We  have  thought  it  necessary  to  notice  this  work  at  some  length,  be- 
cause German  and  French  grammars  appear  in  such  vast  numbers,  that, 
but  for  some  sort  of  guidance,  persons  beginning  to  learn  these  languages 
are,  perhaps,  more  likely  to  meet  with  an  inferior  book,  than  a  decid- 
edly good  one. 

£CLOG£  ARISTOPHANICiE — TART  I.  SBLRCTIOKS  FROM  THE  CLOUDS  OF 
ARISTOPHANES,  WITH  ENGLISH  NOTES,  BY  CO.  FELTON,  A.M.,  ELIOT 
PROFESSOR  OF  GREEK  LITERATURE  IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  AT  CAMBRIDGE, 
U.S.  EDITED  BY  T.  K.  ARNOLD,  M.A.      (LoUdod  t   RitdngtOnS.) 

Mr.  Arnold  has  done  good  service  by  the  issue  of  this  edition  of  ^*  The 
Clouds  "  of  Aristophanes,  with  the  notes  of  Professor  Feltoo.  Aji  edition 
of  portions  of  Aristophanes,  adapted  to  the  use  of  schools,  has  been 
long  greatly  required*  The  labours  of  the  German  writers  are  generally 
too  prolix  and  heavy  to  be  available  for  the  use  of  younger  scholars ; 
and  Eekker*s  edition  with  the  *' variorum"  notes,  while  it  contains  all 
that  can  be  adduced  to  illustrate  the  author,  from  its  very  impartiality  in 
quoting  the  remarks  of  all  the  different  commentators,  leaves  the  stuaent 
in  uncertainty  as  to  the  true  interpretation,  and  bewilders  him  with  a 
multiplicity  of  divers  opinions.  The  edition  of  Aristophanes  prepared,  by 
by  IVfr.  Mitchell,  with  English  notes,  might  have  gone  far  to  supply  the 
deficiency  ;  but  the  work  was  rendered  to  a  great  extent  valueless  by  the 
glaring  inaccuracies  of  grammar,  visible  therein,  and  the  discursiveness  of 
(he  notes,  one  great  object  of  which  appears  to  be,  not  simply  to  illus- 
trate Aristophanes,  but  to  present  the  reader,  gratis,  with  a  complete  text 
of  Athenaeus.  The  present  edition,  the  first  of  a  series,  seems  calculated 
to  supply  the  desideratum ;  and  we  think  Mr.  Arnold  has  done  wisely  in 
commencing  with  *'The  Clouds/'  Next  to  "The  Knights,"  it  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  amusing  of  the  plays  of  Aristophanes,  and  likely  to  be  thoroughly 
enjoyed  and  appreciated  by  the  younger  class  of  readers.  This  edition 
is  prefaced  by  a  judicious  introduction,  containing  some  remarks  expla- 
natory of  that  attack  of  the  poet  upon  the  philosopher  which  forms  the 
staple  of  the  play.  We  have  doubtless  all  been  startled,  on  first  perusal,  to 
find  Socrates,  the  good,  and  virtuous,  and  enlightetted,  the  lauded  of  all 
antiquity,  thus  rudely  assaulted  by  a  writer,  himself  so  eArnest  and  Clear 
sighted.  But  we  must  remember,  that  the  living  Socrates  was  not,  per- 
haps, the  beautiful  ideal  character  mirrored  in  Plato's  dialogues ;  and  when 
''The  Clouds"  was  first  written,  the  poet  may  have  known  Socrates 
only  superficially,  and  from  a  distance.  He  saw  him  constantly  associat- 
ing with  the  sophists,  himself  adopting  thetr  style  of  reasoning  with  its 
doubts  and  questionings,  though  used  for  far  nobler  purposes,  and  fasten^ 
ing  on  every  maiy  he  met  his  pertinacious  disputations,  and  so  he  may 
have  been  l^d^  however  incorreetly,  to  hold  him  fertb  to  execration  as 
the  type  of  tho^  who  were  the  great  pests  of  AlheniMi  ioeiety#  and 
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underminers  of  all  that  was  good  in  the  national  character.  The  notes 
appended  to  the  text  are  good;  thej  would  have  baen  still  better,  if  some 
long  quotations  of  Mitchell  had  been  omitted,  as  well  as  certain  mytholo- 
gical accounts,  which  have  a  more  appropriate  place  elsewhere.  A  long 
grammatical  note  also  on  line  520  will  never  be  read,  we  venture  to  predict, 
by  those  for  whom  the  book  is  intended,  and  the  substance  of  it  might 
have  been  compres^ed  into  half-a-dozen  lines.  Possibly,  too,  allusions  like 
those  jto  Pickwick,  Carlyle,  &c.,  were  better  omitted.  Still  the  notes 
possess  one  quality  which  far  more  than  counterbalances  any  defect  per- 
ceptible in  them^  and  that  is,  extreme  accuracy,  without  which  notes  are 
worse  than  useless.  We  can  therefore  cordially  recommend  the  book  on 
tliat  score,  hoping  however,  in  the  next  volume,  to  find  slight  defects  like 
these  remedied.  We  would  also  suggest  to  Mr.  Arnold,  that  he  be  content 
with  ejecting  the  indecent  or  improper  phrases  or  lines;  the  gaps  he 
leaves  in  the  text  embrace  far  more  than  these  (there  is  one  of  some  150 
lines),  and  leave  on  the  mind  of  the  you.  g  student  the  disagreeable  im- 
pression that  he  is  only  reading  fragments  when  he  should  bo  perusing 
the  whole. 

SPELLING  TURNED  ETYMOLOGY,  PART  I. — LATIN  VIA  ENGLISH,  BBIKO  PART 
II.  OF   THE  FORMER.       BY  T.    K.  ARNOLD,  M.A.       (Loudon  :  RtvingtOTlS,) 

Part  I.  of  the  above  works  is  intended  to  convey  to  children  a  know- 
ledge of  words.  In  the  introduction  a  list  of  the  most  usual  prefixes  and 
terminations  in  the  English  language  are  given,  and  then  follow  exercises 
in  the  formation  of  words  from  simple  roots.  The  termination  **  er,"  for 
instance,  signifies  the  male  doer  of  an  action.  The  child  having  been  told 
this,  is  required,  from  the  verb  **  to  make,"  to  give  the  proper  word  for 
*'  one  who  makes,"  (a  mak-er,)  and  so  on.  Rules  are  also  given  for  the 
pronunciation  of  ditferent  classes  of  words,  and  a  list  of  exceptions  ap- 
pended, with  an  explanation  of  the  harder  terms ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  large  knowledge  of  words  and  their  various  changes  can  be  thus 
acquired.  And  so  far  well ;  but  from  Part  II.  we  cannot  see  that  any  par- 
ticular advantage  is  likely  to  arise.  There  is  a  vast  amount  of  ingenuity 
displayed,  but  displayed  we  fear  to  little  purpose.  Mr.  Arnold  shows 
that  a  large  proportion  of  English  words  are  derived  from  some  Latin 
root.  But  how  are  they  benefited  who  use  the  book  without  any  inten- 
tion of  learning  Latin?  and  yet  the  book,  we  find  from  the  preface,  is 
intended  for  this  class  of  persons  as  much  as  any  other.  Surely  it  is 
not  the  most  valuable  piece  of  information  possible  for  such  readers,  that 
our  words  acrimony,  acritude,  and  the  like,  are  connected  with  a  Latin 
root  **  acr."  And  even  for  those  who  are  learning  Latin,  we  do  not  see 
that  the  book  is  particularly  useful.  A  boy  is  not  helped  materially  by 
knowing  beforehand  that  there  is  a  root  in  Latin,  **  fer,"  connected  with 
fertile.  We  do  not  see  how  he  will  less  than  before  have  to  toil,  as  Mr. 
Arnold  pathetically  puts  it,  dictionary  in  hand ;  at  most  he  will  have  a 
general  notion  of  the  sort  of  meaning  the  Latin  word  bears,  without  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  its  exact  signification.  We  grant  that  it  is  agree- 
able to  recognize  the  connection  between  the  languages,  but  the  boy  will 
do  this  to  some  extent  himself,  if  tolerably  intelligent,  or^  if  nqt,  then  Mr. 
Arnold's  work  will  furnish  him  with  considerable  assistance;  but  for  any 
other  purpose,  we  confess,  the  book,  though  ingenious  seems  to  us  to  a 
great  extent  useless. 
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CorreiEfpontrence. 


ABSURDITIES  IN  ENGLISH  GRAMMAR. 

Sib,"— I  believe  it  will  be  in  accordance  with  your  usual  course  to  allow  me 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  by  your  correspondents, 
Mr.  Bentham  Simpson  and  Rho-Beta,  with  reference  to  my  letter  in  the 
January  number  of  the  Journal. 

I  regret  to  say  that  I  shall  be  prevented  by  a  press  of  business  from  re* 
plying  to  the  communications  of  both  these  gentlemen  this  month.  For 
the  present,  I  must  confine  myself  to  that  of  Mr.  Simpson,  which  has  a 
prior  claim  upon  my  attention  as  appearing  first  in  order  in  your  pages.  I 
will  endeavour  next  month  to  send  you  a  reply  to  the  two  letters  of 
Rho-Beta. 

1.  I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Simpson,  that  '' parsing  is  only  useful  so  far 
as  it  aids  in  the  analysis  of  sentences,  and  teaches  the  pupils  the  true 
knowledge  of  an  author's  meaning,"  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  substituting 
the  nouns  in  place  of  the  pronouns  is  a  good  exercise.  But  surely  Mr. 
Simpson  does  not  allow  his  scholars  to  parse  the  nouns  so  substituted,  and 
to  neglect  to  parse  the  pronouns  as  such.  If  so,  what  is  the  use  of  teach- 
ing them  that  there  are  such  words  as  pronouns  at  all  ?  And  yet  this  is 
precisely  what  is  done,  when,  instead  of  what,  we  parse  that  which,  or  the 
thing  which,  Tliere  can  be  no  objection  whatever  to  the  substitution  of 
these  words  for  what,  to  explain  its  meaning ;  on  the  contrary,  no  one  will 
doubt  the  usefulness  of  such  substitutions  generally.  But,  when  this  has 
been  done,  the  word  itself  still  remains  to  be  parsed,  for,  I  repeat  now 
affirmatively,  parsing  means  defining  the  words  which  actually  occur, 
and  not  other  words  which  may  be  substituted  instead  of  them.  If  we  sub- 
stitute  for  any  particular  word  that  is  not  well  understood  a  simpler  one, 
with  exactly  the  same  force,  and  in  the  same  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  sen- 
tence, we  aid  the  pupils  materially  in  comprehending  the  sense.  Thus,  if, 
in  the  following  line, 

"  AU— save  Home's  benignant  Fairy,** 

we  tell  the  pupils  to  read  except  instead  of  save,  we  may  make  the  meaning 
of  the  latter  word  plain  to  them,  and  also  show  them  what  part  of  speech 
it  is.  But  when,  in  substituting,  we  alter  the  construction,  we  may  explain 
the  meaning  of  the  passage,  but  we  do  not  bring  the  children  any  nearer  to 
the  grammatical  relation  of  the  particular  words  employed  in  the  sentence. 
For  instance,  we  can  explain  this  line  from  Milton, 

"  A  voice  from  midst  a  golden  cloud  was  heard,*' 

by  expanding  it  thus, 

A  voice  from  the  midst  of  a  golden  cloud  was  heard ; 

but  we  should  not,  by  this  means,  help  the  pupils  to  parse  the  word  midst 
as  it  actually  occurs  in  the  original  passage,  (or  to  call  from  midst  an 
elliptical  expression  ior  from  the  midst  q/* would  be  to  accuse  Milton  of  a 
degree  of  laxity  not  to  be  found  even  in  his  writings.  A  peculiar  turn  of 
thought,  accompanied,  as  is  usually  the  case,  by  a  peculiar  turn  of  lan- 
guage, may  thus  be  lost,  or,  at  any  rate,  may  become  mere  common-place* 
n  short,  while  I  agree  with  Mr.  Simpson  as  to  what  constitutes  the  cheif 
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value  of  parsing,  I  am  disposed  to  qaestion  whether  his  method  will  attain 
his  object*— whether  sach  substitutions  as  I  now  complain  of  do  condoct  to 
a  true  knowledge  of  an  author's  meaning,  and  not  rather  to  a  rough  ap- 
proximation to  that  meaning. 

''  But  what  is  a  true  neuter  gender/'  says  Mr.  Simpson,  "  formed  from  toJb, 
and  can  therefore  be  properly  applied  only  to  Mtn^^  without  life:  and  as  all 
languages  have  a  tendency  to  avoia  redundant  expressions^  especially  in  phrases 
of  common  use,  the  process  by  which  wJiat  came  to  be  used  instead  of  the  thing 
which  is  one  of  the  most  natural  in  our  language,  and  its  use  is  perfectly  free 
from  ambiguity,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  many  of  our  elliptical  expres- 
sions." 

About  the  first  of  these  assertions  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt, 
neither  was  the  fact  called  in  question  in  my  letter ;  but  how  Mr.  Simpson 
can  make  u;Aa^ an  *'  elliptical. expression''  derived  from  the  thing  whicht  I 
confess  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  I  have  always  thought  that  when 
an  expression  is  elliptical,  it  is  itself  a  part  of  the  original  expression ;  and, 
if  this  be  correct,  what  should  occur  in  the  phrase  instead  of  which  it  is  said 
to  be  used,  but  I  do  not  see  it  there.  I  think  Mr.  Simpson  will  find,  if  he 
inquires  further  into  the  subject,  that  what  is  as  old  a  form  as  tke  thing 
which  J  if  not  indeed  much  older*  It  has  been  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt 
by  Grimm^  Bopp,  and  other  distinguished  philologists,  that  the  personal 
pnmouna  existed  long  before  people  had  given  names  to  any  great  extent 
either  to  themselves  or  the  objects  surrounding  them.  And  it  is  probable 
enofigh  that  the  relative  pronouns,  especially  as  interrogatives,  arose  at 
almost  as  early  a  period  in  the  history  of  language,  and,  in  fact,  tliat  their 
relative  grew  out  of  their  interrogative  force.  I  cannot  therefore  admit  that 
there  has  been  any  such  natural  process  as  that  whioh  Mr.  Simpson  de- 
scribes. The  very  reason  why  the  use  oi'what  is,  as  he  says,  perfectly  free 
from  ambiguity  is  that  it  is  in  itself  full  and  complete,  and  is  not  an  *'  ellip- 
tical expression  "  at  all. 

Mr.  Simpson  asks  how  I  should  parse  the  ^'  sentence,^'  incorrectly 
quoted  from  Milton, 

"  What  is  dark,  illumine.*' 

**  Now  tlie  sense  of  the  above  line,*'  he  says,  <'  is  obviously,  illumine  thou 
the  thing  which  is  dark  ;  where  thing  is  the  objective  case,  governed  by 
illumine,  and  which  the  nominative  case  to  the  verb  is.'*  Undoubtedly 
this  is  the  sense,  and  the  parsing  is  plain  enough  as  it  regards  the  passage 
substituted  for  the  original,  but  that  has  not  been  parsed  at  all.  Mr. 
Simpson  may  well  go  on  therefore  to  ask  how  I  should  parse  what  as  one 
word.  He  wants  to  know  whether  I  should  call  it  nominativci  and  thus 
make  illumine  if^ramitive,  or  objective,  and  leave  is  M>'iihout  a  subject. 
If  Mr.  Simpson  will  refer  to  the  paragraph  on  the  subject  in  my  first 
letter  he  will  see  that  I  should  call  what  the  nominative  to  ts,  but  wttliout 
making  illumine  intransitive^  for  that  I  should  consider  as  governing  the 
whole  clause,  "  what  is  dark."  This  not  only  enables  us  to  parse  the 
words  as  they  stand,  but,  as  I  think  Mr.  Simpson  will  admit,  gives  the 
passage  a  fuller  and  more  precise  meanings  When  we  divide  what  into 
that  which,  or  the  thing  which,  we  weaken  the  force  of  the  passage  by 
separating  the  ideas.  Instead  of  fixing  the  attention  at  once  upon  ''  what 
h  dark/'  we  ftrst  introduce  an  indefinite  that  or  thing,  and  then  particu-* 
laziae  h  by  adding  the  relative  and  explanatory  clause  *'  which  is  dark/* 
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What  is  the  use  of  idioms  at  all  in  the  language,  if  they  are  thUs 
to  be  reduced  to  common-place  and  universal  forms?  One  of  the 
greatest  advantages  which  the  Germanic  have  over  the  Romance 
languages  just  consists  in  the  possession  of  this  idiomatic  wkaL 
Although  the  French  and  Italians  have  a  slight  approach  to  it  in  such 
expressions  as 

'*  Je  ne  sals  que  faire/' 
"  Non  so  che  fare ;" 

yet,  as  a  general  rule,  they  use  for  it  the  loose  and  limping  form  that 
which  {ce  que,  cib  che),  which  Mr.  Simpson  would  substitute  for  our 
bold  and  tight  little  word.  Thus  the  passage  from  Juliet's  speech  to  the 
Friar, 

*'  fie  not  so  long  to  speak ;  I  long  to  die. 
If  what  thou  speak'st  speak  not  of  remedy," 

the  French  would  probably  render  something  like  this, 

''Ne  tardes  pas  si  long-temps  k  parler;  je  desire  la  mort. 
Si  ce  que  tu  dis  ne  parle  pas  d'un  remMe." 

There  is,  it  is  true,  a  tendency  to  simplification  in  our  language,  one  of 
the  consequences  of  which  is  that  we  have  lost  most  of  our  inflections,  and 
it  may  be  that  what  will  in  the  course  of  time  be  superseded  by  that 
which;  but  until  such  is  the  case,  what  is  still  what,  and  retains  its 
separate  and  peculiar  syntax. 

I  may  illustrate  in  this  very  case,  what  I  said  before,  of  the  loss  of  ex- 
actness of  appreciation  caused  by  loose  parsing.  **  What  is  dark,  illumine," 
does  not  mean  the  same  as  "That  which  is  dark,  illumine."  We  may, 
in  fact,  distinguish  three  shades  of  meaning  expressed  by 


"  That  which  is  dark,  illumine^ 
«  What  is  dark,  illumine," 
"  Whatever  is  dark,  illumine. 
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The  second  of  these  phrases  is  more  indefinite  than  the  first,  more  definite 
than  the  third.  The  first  unconsciously  leads  the  mind  to  think  of  a 
known  dark  part,  the  last  implies  ignorance,  whether  any  part  be  dark  ; 
and  the  second  stands  between  them. 

Mr.  Simpson  also  adds,  that  he  objects  in  toto  to  the  way  in  which 
I  say  what  is  generally  parsed.  "When  our  grammars,"  says  he, 
"  teach  us  that  what  is  equivalent  to  that  which,  or  the  thing  which, 
they  do  not  consider  Ma^as  a  pronoun,  with  number,  case,  &c.,  but  as 
a  demonstrative  adjective,  qualifying  the  word  thing  understood,  and 
meaning  that  thing  which;  as  it  would  be  evidently  absurd  to  make 
what  equivalent  to  two  relative  pronouns,  without  allowing  either  an 
antecedent;  and  though  in  the  above  sentence  we  might  say,^^a^  which 
is  dark,  illumine,  the  expressions  would  still  be  elliptical,  and  to  make  it 
complete,  the  word  thing  would  require  insertion  between  that  and 
which,*' 

It  is  of  no  importance  whatever  to  the  parsing  of  what,  whether  that 
be  considered  as  a  pronoun  or  an  adjective.  This  is  a  different  question 
altogether,  and  is  the  same  as  one  raised  under  the  fourth  head  of  my 
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letter.  Although,  therefore,  I  do  not  admit  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Simp- 
son's remarks,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  answer  them  in  this 
place. 

2.  I  think  Mr.  Simpson  will  see,  on  reading  over  my  remarks  again, 
that  he  has  misunderstood  me  on  this  head.  The  absurdity- which  I  com- 
plain of  is,  in  my  own  words,  **that  the  possessive  forms  of  the  personal 
pronouns  are  parsed  as  adjectives,''  not,  as  he  says,  that  'Uhe  possessive 
cases  of  the  personal  pronouns,  with  the  words  my,  tkyfOur^  yotfr,and  their, 
are  of  an  adjectival  character."  It  is  true,  I  also  deny  this  towards  the 
end  of  the  paragraph,  but  1  certainly  should  not  have  ventured  to  call  it 
an  absurdity.  I  consider  it  as  of  very  little  consequence  whether  this 
character  b  attributed  to  the  possessive  pronouns  or  not.  The  question 
is  simply  whether  they  are  adjectives  or  pronouns.  As  therefore  Mr. 
Simpson's  remarks  only  go  to  prove  that  they  are  ^'adjective  pronouns  of 
the  possessive  kind,  or  possessive  adjective  pronounSf"  we  are  not  at  issue 
upon  the  principal  point.  As  for  the  secondary  question,  I  do  not  think 
it  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  a  separate  discussion.  So  long  as  it  is 
admitted  that  these  words  are  the  possessive  cases  of  the  personal  pronouns, 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  ;  and  Mr.  Simpson  is  therefore  not  one  of  those 
ao-ainst  whom  my  remarks  under  this  head  were  directed. 

4.  Here  again  Mr.  Simpson  has  misunderstood  me  as  to  the  error 
which  I  endeavoured  to  point  out.  This  is  stated  in  the  first  sentence  of 
my  paragraph  as  follows : — '*  This  and  that  are  ofken  called  demonstrative 
adjective  pronouns  in  such  phrases  as  this  horse,  that  dog."  On  this 
point  it  appears  that  we  quite  coincide,  for  Mr.  Simpson  says  very  de« 
cidedly  that,  in  his  opinion,  these  words  are  always  adjectives  and  never 
pronouns.  My  opinion,  that  they  are  sometimes  pronouns,  I  did  not 
bring  forward  with  any  degree  of  prominence,  but  only  as  a  secondary 
matter ;  and  I  should  certainly  be  very  far  from  saying  that  I  saw  any 
**  absurdity  "  in  the  opposite  view.  So  far  from  doing  this,  I  admit  in 
the  course  of  my  remarks,  that  **  their  usage  as  pronouns  has  probably 
resulted  from  the  omission  of  the  nouns  to  which  they  have  been  prefixed." 
Mr.  Simpson  and  I  are  only  at  issue  therefore  upon  a  minor  and  compa« 
ratively  insignificant  point  under  this  head. 

5.  I  quite  admit  tnat  the  preposition  to  has  to  some  extent  become  a 
sort  of  auxiliary  to  the  infinitives  of  our  verbs,  that  it  has  this  character, 
namely,  whenever  the  infinitive  is  used  as  the  nominative  to  the  verb. 

Mr.  Simpson  is  probably  aware,  that  even  this  use  of  the  word  origi- 
nated in  its  constant  employment  as  a  preposition  before  the  infinitives  in 
the  body  of  sentences,  and  that  this  did  not  take  place  until  the  Saxon 
infinitives  had  lost  their  true  signs,  that  is,  their  terminations,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  friction  of  the  Norman-French.  After  this  had  happened, 
it  was  natural  enough,  that  when  the  infinitive  was,  as  it  were,  taken  out  of 
the  body  of  the  sentence,  or  clause,  and  placed  at  the  beginning,  as  the 
nominative  to  a  verb,  it  should  be  still  accompanied  by  the  to,  not  any 
longer  as  a  preposition,  but  as  a  sign  of  the  ordinary  relation  in  which  it 
occurred,  or,  in  other  words,  as  a  sign  of  its  mood,  which  there  were  no 
other  means  to  indicate. 

But  I  maintain  that  the  to  retains  its  character  of  a  preposition  in  all 
other  cases.  Thus,  in  the  sentence  which  Mr.  Simpson  gives,  "  I  love  to 
play,"  I  think  the  to  is  as  distinctly  a  preposition  now  as  ever  it  was.  In 
this  instance,  it  shows  tfie  direction  of  the  love,  or  the  relation  between 
love  and  play,  to  me  quite  as  clearly  as  the  same  word  shows  the  rela- 
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tioQ  between  (ffo  and  town  ia  the  sentence,  '^  I  go  to  towD."  In  tbif  po« 
ftition,  I  consider  that  it  is  just  as  much  a  preposition  as  the  d  of  the 
French  in  their  corresponding  expression,  ^^  faime  d  jouer,  or  the  zu  of 
the  Germans  in  ich  wumcke  zu  gehen,  I  wish  to  go.  I  might  also 
compare  similar  forms  in  other  languages,  in  which  no  one  doubts  that 
the  word  is  a  preposition. 

According  to  Mr.  Simpson,  '^  I  love  to  play/'  is  equivalent  in  sense  to 
**  I  love  play/'  or  **  I  love  playing ;"  but  I  must  say  that  each  of  the  three 
expressions  conveys  to  my  mind  a  different  meaning. 

This  may  perhaps  be  felt  by  others,  if  they  will  attend  to  the  phrases 
in  which  **play/'  or  ''playing/'  cannot  be  substituted  for  "to  play;" 
as  ''  I  wish  to  play/'  In  fact,  there  is  contained  in  the  form  ''  to  plity/' 
a  slight  implication  of  futurity,  which  does  not  belong  to  either  of  the 
others,  an  implication  aptly  expressed  by  the  preposition  of  motion  '*  to. ' 
In  ''  I  love  play,*'|>/a2^  is  a  mere  abstraction ;  in  *'  I  love  playing,"  it  is  an 
act,  but  has  about  it  an  indefinite  character ;  in  "  I  love  to  play/'  the  act  is 
thought  of  as  possible  to  be  realized,  and  the  mind,  as  it  were,  moves  to- 
wards it.  It  is  for  this  reason,  namely,  the  implied  futurity  in  the  ''  to,'' 
that  verbs  of  perception,  as  see ^  feel,  hear,  cannot  take  the  "  to/'  for  the 
act  perceived  cannot  of  course  be  future.  A  similar  account  may  be 
given  of  the  other  uses  of  what  is  falsely  called  the  naked  infinitive. 

Further,  the  same  reason  which  would  make  to  play  the  object  of  the 
verb  lave  in  the  sentence  already  referred  to,  would  require  to  write  to  be 
similarly  governed  by  going  in  the  sentence,  ''  I  am  going  to  write.;*'  and 
I  have  accordingly  heard  such  a  regimen  attributed  to  intransitive  verbs 
by  those  who  deny  the  prepositional  character  of  the  word  in  question. 
Mr.  Simpson  is  not  one  of  these,  for  he  asserts  that  *'  when  the  preceding 
verb  is  intransitive,  there  is  no  true  government,  though  the  sign  to  be 
omitted  before  the  intransitive." 

I  grant  that  it  follows  as  a  natural  result,  that  if  we  take  the  to  to  be  aU 
ways  the  sign  of  the  infinitive,  it  must  lose  its  prepositional  character;  but 
this  is  just  where  I  think  we  have  gone  wrong.  It  appears  to  me  that  we 
have  been  led  to  regard  the  to  in  this  light  in  all  cases,  because  it  is  neces- 
sary to  do  80  in  one.  That  the  to  is  originally  a  preposition  nobody,  of 
course,  will  dispute  for  a  moment ;  and  I  realty  can  see  no  ^.reason  why, 
in  the  instances  cf  its  use  to  which  I  refer,  we  should  consider  that  it  has 
now  lost  its  significance  and  changed  its  syntax.  I  imagine  that  the 
process  of  thought  which  gave  rise  to  its  employment  as  a  preposition 
before  the  infinitive  is  still  the  same,  and  requires  the  same  mode  of 
representation ;  and  I  cannot  but  think  that  we  give  the  word  an  altogether 
artificial  character  when  we  make  it  an  inseparable  part  of  the  verb. 

Mr.  Simpson  supposes  that  the  verbs  to  which  alone  I  attribute  the 
character  of  governing  infinitives,  "  have  the  sign  to  commonly  suppressed 
before  the  infinitive  mood,  by  their  frequent  recurrence  in  sentences  of  an 
elliptical  nature ;"  but  if  he  will  refer  to  the  third  paragraph  of  the  chap- 
ter in  Latham's  "  Handbook  of  the  English  Language,"  from  which  he  has 
quoted,  he  will  find  that  the  '*  sign  to  "  was  never  there  to  suppress,  and 
that  therefore  these  sentences  are  not  elliptical  at  all.  The  inference 
which  he  makes  from  my  remarks,  namely,  that  ''all  words  occurring  in 
elliptical  sentences  would  equally  govern  the  words  where  the  ellipsis  or 
change  of  form  takes  place,"  must,  of  course,  fall  with  the  hypothesis  on 
which  it  rests. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  only  subjoin  from  the  same  chapter  of  Dr, 
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Latham's  book,  two  paragraphs,  the  first  of  which  is  the  one  I  have  just 
alluded  to  :— 

"  When  one  verb  is  followed  by  another  without  the  preposition  to,  the  con- 
struction must  be  considered  to  have  grown  out  of  the  objective  case>  or  from 
the  form  in  ^an," 

"  When  a  verb  is  followed  by  another^  preceded  by  the  preposition  to,  th« 
construction  must  be  considered  to  have  grown  out  of  the  so-called  gerund,  1.  e,, 
the  form  in  -fine, «.  e.,  the  dative  case — I  begin  to  move" 

The  cases  which  Dr.  Latham  here  describes,  as  those  out  of  which  Our 
present  constructions  have  grown,  I  consider  still  to  exist,  with  this  slight 
difference,  that  the  dative  has,  in  this  as  in  so  many  other  instances  in  our 
language,  become  an  oljjective,  with  the  preposition  "  to." 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  but  think  that  Mr.  Simpson's  objection  to  my 
mode  of  construing  these  infinitives  arises  from  his  supposing  that  I  lose 
sight  of  the  connection  expressed  by  the  preposition  "to"  between  the 
principal  verb  and  the  infinitive.  But  one  who  never  allows  a  preposition 
to  be  parsed  without  requiring  the  words  which  it  connects  to  be  pointed 
out,  is  accustomed  to  look  upon  words  which  are  joined  to  a  verb  by  a 
preposition  as  standing  in  a  relation  to  it  only  second  to  that  expressed  by 
direct  government. 

Apologizing  for  the  length  of  these  remarks,  and  for  the  hurried  and 
imperfect  manner  in  which  they  have  been  written, 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iota  Tau. 

SIX  USEFUL  TRACTS. 

Sir, — Were  teachers,  generally,  when  they  meet  with  anything  especially 
useful  for  educational  purposes,  to  make  it  known  through  your  pages 
to  those  who  are  similarly  engaged,  I  think  wc  should  all  be  gainers.  A 
volume  has  fallen  in  my  way  that  seems  to  me  of  such  inestimable  value, 
that  I  trust  you  will  allow  me  to  recommend  it  to  all  who  wish  well  to 
their  children  or  pupils.  It  consists  of  six  tracts,  published  by  the  Society 
for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  most  of  them,  separately,  well  known, 
but  when  bound  together  forming  a  manual  which  no  teacher — and,  indeed, 
no  young  person — should  be  without. 

The  first  tract  is  ''  A  short  and  familiar  explanation  of  the  Church 
Catechism,'^  adapted  from  one  of  the  same  title,  by  the  Rev.  James 
Stillingfleet :  this  tract  is  so  well  known,  that  more  need  not  be  said 
respecting  it.  The  second  is  Archdeacon  Sinclair's  '*  Questions  illustrating 
the  Catechism,"  a  little  work  which,  with  its  appendix  on  Episcopacy, 
Liturgies,  the  Calendar,  Confirmation,  and  a  well-arranged  Glossary ^ 
contains  in  itself  or  suggests  almost  all  that  a  christian  man  requires  to 
know  for  his  soul's  health.  This  portion  of  the  volume  is,  indeed,  most 
excellent ;  for,  besides  its  more  immediate  and  specific  uses,  it  affords  a 
striking  example,  applicable  to  other  subject-matter,  of  the  manner  in 
which  questions  ought  to  be  asked.  "  The  chief  peculiarity  in  his  (the 
author's)  method  is,  that,  contrary  to  the  usual  practice,  he  tries  to  exer- 
cise the  understanding,  and  to  spare  the  memory/*  The  third  in  order 
is  the  '^  Faith  and  Duty  of  a  Christian,''  and  happens  to  be  the  only  one  of 
the  six  that  was  known  to  your  present  correspondent  in  his  early  years. 
He  would  be  most  ungrateful,  however,  if  he  neglected  to  add,  that  no 
fifty  pages  in  our  language  have  been  of  more  essential  service  to  him,  and 
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scarcely  a  week  has  passed  over  his  head,  since  the  period  reforred  to, 
without  his  beiDg  conscious  of  the  deep  debt  he  owes  to  that  one  short 
tract.  The  next  to  be  noentioned  in  this  collection  is  NichoIFs  Sunday 
Exercises  on  the  Church  Services ;  the  fifth  is  Bishop  Porteus's  Evidences 
of  Christianity ;  and  the  last  is  entitled  "  Plain  Words  about  Prayer," 
by  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Heurtley 

These  tracts,  bound  together,  form,  as  I  have  said,  a  manual  of  inesti- 
mable  value.  They  are  used  in  this  convenient  shape  in,  at  least,  one  public 
school,  and  a  great  boon  would  be  conferred  on  the  country  if  the  Christian 
Knowledge  Society  itself  would  also  publish  them  in  this  form.  With  this 
volume  (and  it  is  but  a  little  one)  thoroughly  known,  the  general  student 
would  be  amply  prepared  for  profiting  by  discourses,  which,  as  it  is,  are  to 
him  not  imfrequently  empty  sounds;  and  with  it  students  of  theology 
would  be  well  prepared  for  the  study  of  works  of  higher  pretensions. 
Neither  the  one  nor  the  other  would  be  found  so  wanting  as  is  now  said 
to  be  too  often  the  case.  Out  of  this  little  volume  might  be  answered 
half  the  questions  proposed  on  such  subjects  to  masters  and  mistresses 
who  are  candidates  for  certificates  of  merit,  to  the  boys  at  public  schools, 
or  to  those  who  are  seeking  degrees  at  the  Universities;  and  not  a  few 
even  of  those  proposed  to  men  who  are  candidates  for  ordination.  With 
this  little  volume,  generally  and  thoroughly  known,  we  should  wipe  away 
the  reproach  that  has  so  frequently  been  cast  (dare  we  say,  unjustly  ?) 
on  the  educational  courses,  or  educational  results  of  this  our  country. 
— I  remain,  your  obedient  servant,  A  Tutor. 


ANSWERS  TO  THE  MATHEMATICAL  QUESTIONS. 

QuES.  126. — Proposed  by  Mr,  T,  Horsman, 

Three  labourers  are  employed  on  a  certain  work  ;  A  and  B  can  together 
complete  it  in  a  days,  A  and  C  in  5  days,  and  B  and  C  in  c  days.  In 
what  lime  would  each  of  them  do  it  when  working  alone? 

Answered  by  A.  B.  C. ;  Mr.  0.  Clazey  ;  Mr,  Abbott;  E,;  Sam,  Dyer ; 

H.  P, ;   W.  H,  Levy  ;  and  the  Proposer, 
Let  »t  Iff  nnd^Zf  be  the  number  of  days  which  A,  B,  and  C,  would  respectively  take 

to  perform  the  work ;  then  — ,  — ,  and  — ,  will  be  the  fractional  part  of  the  whole 

Sf     y  z  *^ 

work  performed  by  each  in  one  day.  Now,  by  the  question,  A.  and  B  together  can 
perform  —  part  of  the  work  in  one  day, 


In  like  manner,  we  get— 


X         y  a  ^   ' 


1  +  1  =  4-. ..(2). 
1  +  1  =  1. ..(3). 


Adding  (1)  and  (2)  together,  and  then  subtracting  (3),  we  get— 

•*         1       J_        1 
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2  tihe 


0 


Simflmrly  we  flod^ 


0 

""  *«  4-  «C  - 

•  ab. 

V 

2abc 

h  +  ab  — 

H' 

g 

2abc 

ae'+  ad  — 

be' 

QuES.  127, ^^Propoied  by  Mr,  Bheppard. 

A  regioDent  of  soldiers  being  first  formed  into  a  square  and  then  into  an 
oblong,  it  was  found  thi^  tiie  number  in  the  sides  of  the  oblong  exceeded 
that  in  the  sides  of  the  square  by  10.  Of  how  many  soldiers  might  the 
regiment  consist  7 

Answered  by  Mr,  Wright,  Mr,  0,  Claxey,  Mr,  Sothern,  and 

Mr,  Salter, 

h$t  #  «  the  i&de  of  tiie  iqusrej  and  y,  jr,  w  the  sides  of  the  rectangle  j  then  by  the 
^nestion— 

*»  -  yz  . . .  (1), 
2*  +  5  «y*+  ir . . .  (2). 
BUmlnating  y,  we  get— 

Making  one  9ide  of  the  eqaation  a  square  quantity,  we  get — 

**  —  2  w  •••^■•61. 
Hence  the  conditions  of  the  question  are  fulfilled  by  making  5  jr  a  square; 

.-.  Let  5  z  -  (5  ty 

Where  t  may  be  any  Integer  number  whatever. 

When  /  «•  I,  tbea  f -•    &,4f>-10,  20; 

When  t'^2,  then  j  «  20,  «  ^  30,  y  «  45  ; 

When  #  B  3,  then  jr  ■■  45,  ir  =  60,  y  a  80 ;  and  so  on. 

QvEs.  \U,'^Propoied  by  Mr,  Robinson,  Portsmouth, 

It  is  required  to  eonstnict  a  triangle  having  given  the  base  and  vertical 
angle,  when  the  difference  of  the  squares  of  the  two  sides  is  in  a  given  ratio 
to  the  area. 

Answered  by  Mr,  T.  T,  Wilkinson,  Burnley  ;  and  similarly  by  Mr. 
O,  Clazey,  J)urhamf  Mr,  Sheppard  ;  and  the  Proposer, 

^ifl^iif,i^9QppQte  the  problem  solved,  A,  the  right  hand,  B,  the  /^  hand  points  of 
the  hu9,  C  the  vertex.  H  and  Ft  the  north  and  »o»/A  points  of  the  diameter  of  the 
cbcumscribing  circle,  and  let  H  F  bisect  the  base  in  S;  also  drop  the  perpcaidionlar 

Then  since  A  B  and  the  angle  A  G  B  are  given,  H  F  is  given. 
Also,  by   Prop.  20;  Modem  Geometry^  Student  3   AC3-BC'a4AE.  SK** 
2AB.  BK.    But, 

perqnestion,  AG*--BC»-?.i.  AB.CK.    Whence  EK  ;  CK::m  :  4  fi|  and 

the  triangle  B  K  C  Is  given  in  species ;  whence  this 

Cbfi##nief<ofi.-^B  A  B  the  given  base,  describe  a  eirele  to  contain  the  given  angle 
ACB|  bisect  A  B  in  S,  and  in  B  B  take  £  m,  and  m  n  perpendicular  to  it,  such  that 
Em  :  mn  ::m  :  4 n.  Join  E m,  and  produce  it  to  meet  the  dreumseribing  eirele  in 
C;  draw  AC  and  C  B,  and  ACB  is  the  triangle  required. 

The  demonstration  is  obvious  from  the  Analysis. 

Q.  E.  D. 

Notsj-'^JV^  preoediag  investigation  is  given  as  a  specimen  of  so  describing  a  diagram 
ai  to  dispense  with  its  actual  appeannoe. 
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NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE   AKSWERED   IN   OUR   NuMBER  FOR   MaT,    1852. 

QuEs.  129. — Proposed  by  ITImporte. 

A  fast  train  starts  at  20  minutes  past  12  o'clock,  it  overtakes  a  lag-* 
gage  train  which  travels  15  miles  an  hour,  and  after  having  gone  15  miles 
further  on,  overtakes  a  slow  train  which  travels  20  miles  per  hour.  Ano- 
ther fast  train,  which  travels  at  the  same  rate  as  the  first  starts  from  the 
same  station  at  2  o'clock,  overtakes  the  luggage  train,  and  after  having 
gone  55  miles  further  overtakes  the  slow  train  •  •  .  Find  the  rate  of 
the  first  train. 

Note. — ^This  question,  omitting  certain  superfluous  data,  is  taken  from 
"  Hall's  Algebra." 

QuES.  130. — Proposed  hy  Mr.  0,  Claeey^  Shincliffe. 

While  travelling  along  a  portion  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  which 
tends  directly  to  the  South,  at  the  rate  of  60  miles  per  hour,  I  observed 
that  the  wind  appeared  to  strike  me  from  the  South-west,  but  when  the 
train  stopped  I  found  that  it  really  blew  30""  to  the  south  of  the  west  point. 
Required  the  velocity  of  the  wind, 

QuEs.  131. — Proposed  by  Gnomon^  Tewkesbury ^ 

A  well  in  the  shape  of  the  frustum  of  an  inverted  cone,  having  the 
diameters  5  and  3  feet  respectively,  is  30  feet  deep ;  it  is  required  to  find 
the  work  in  raising  the  water  (supposing  the  well  to  be  full)  to  the  height 
of  10  feet  above  the  top  of  the  well. 


MEMORANDUM  RESPECTING  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  SCHOOLS  IN 
PARALLEL  GROUPS  OF  BENCHES  AND  DESKS.  ISSUED  BY  THE 
COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL  ON  EDUCATION. 

Preliminary  Remarks. 

Before  a  schoolroom  is  planned^— and  the  observation  applies  equally  to  alterations  in 
the  internal  fittings  of  an  existing  school- room, — the  number  of  children  who  are  likely 
to  occupy  it ;  the  number  of  classes  into  which  they  ought  to  be  grouped ;  whether  the 
school  should  be  ''mixed/'  or  the  boys  and  girls  should  be  in  different  rooms;  should 
be  carefully  considered,  in  order  that  the  arrangements  of  the  school  may  be  designed 
accordingly. 

A.  Every  class,  when  in  operation,  requires  a  separate  teacher,  be  it  only  a  monitor 
acting  for  the  hour.  Without  some  such  provision  it  is  impossible  to  keep  all  the 
children  in  a  school  actively  employed  at  the  same  time. 

The  apprenticeship  of  pupil  teachers,  therefore,  is  merely  an  improved  method  of 
meeting  what  is,  under  any  circumstances,  a  necessity  of  the  case ;  and,  where  luch  as- 
sistants are  maintained  at  the  public  expense,  it  becomes  of  increased  importance  to 
furnish  them  with  all  the  mechanical  appliances  that  have  been  found  by  experience  to 
be  the  best  calculated  to  give  effsct  to  their  services. 
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B.  The  main  end  to  be  attained  ii  the  concentration  of  the  attention  of  the  teacher 
upon  his  own  separate  class,  and  of  the  class  upon  its  teacher,  to  the  exclusion  of  dis* 
tracting  sounds  and  objects,  and  without  obstruction  to  the  head  master*s  power  of  su- 
perintending the  whole  of  the  classes  and  their  teachers.  This  concentration  would  be 
effected  the  most  completely  if  each  teacher  held  his  class  in  a  separate  room ;  but  such 
an  arrangement  would  be  inconsistent  with  a  proper  superintendence,  and  would  be 
open  to  other  objections.  The  common  schoolroom  should,  therefore,  be  fitted  to  re- 
alize, as  nearly  as  may  be^  the  combined  advantages  of  isolation  and  of  superintendence, 
without  destroying  its  use  for  such  purposes  as  may  require  a  large  apartment.  The 
best  shape  is  an  oblong  about  eighteen  feet  in  width.  Groups  of  desks  are  arranged 
along  one  of  the  walls.  Each  group  is  divided  from  the  adjacent  group  or  groups  by 
an  alley,  in  which  a  light  curtain  can  be  drawn  forward  or  back.  Each  class,  when 
seated  in  a  group  of  desks,  is  thus  isolated  on  its  sides  from  the  rest  of  the  school.  The 
head  master,  seated  at  his  desk  placed  against  the  opposite  wall,  or  standing  in  front  of 
any  one  of  the  classes,  can  easily  superintend  the  school ;  while  the  separate  teacher  of 
each  class  stands  in  front  of  it,  where  the  vacant  floor  allows  him  to  place  his  easel  for 
the  suspension  of  diagrams  and  the  use  of  the  black  board,  or  to  draw  out  the  children 
occasionally  from  their  desks,  and  to  instruct  them  standing,  for  the  sake  of  relief  by  a 
change  in  position.  The  seats  at  the  desks  and  the  vacant  floor  in  front  of  each  group 
are  both  needed,  and  should  therefore  be  allowed  for  in  calculating  the  space  requisite 
for  each  class. 

C.  By  drawing  back  the  curtain  between  two  groups  of  desks,  the  principal  teacher 
can  combine  two  classes  into  one  for  the  purpose  of  a  gallery  lesson;  or  a  gallery 
(doubling  the  depths  of  rows)  may  be  substituted  for  one  of  the  groups.  For  simulta- 
neous instruction,  such  a  gallery  is  better  than  the  combination  of  two  groups  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  intermediate  curtain  ;  because  the  combined  width  of  the  two  groups 
is  greater  than  will  allow  the  teacher  to  command  at  a  glance  all  the  children  sitting  in 
the  same  line.     It  is  advisable^  therefore,  always  to  provide  a  gallery. 

Theldrawings*  annexed  to  the  following  rules  purport  simply  to  show  the  best  inter- 
nal dimensions  of  schoolrooms,  and  the  best  mode  of  fitting  them  up,  the  doors  and  win- 
dows being  placed  accordingly.  The  combination  of  such  rooms  with  others  of  the  same 
kind,  with  teachers'  residences,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  school  premises,  as  well 
as  the  elevations  which  may  thereby  be  obtained,  depending,  as  they  always  must,  upon 
local  circumstances,  are  not  intended  to  be  here  shown. 

The  Committee  of  Council  do  not  recommend  that  the  benches  and  desks  should  be 
immovably  fixed  to  the  floor  in  any  schools.  They  ought  to  be  so  constructed  as  to  ad- 
mit of  being  readily  removed  when  necessary,  but  not  so  as  to  be  easily  pushed  out  of 
place  by  accident,  or  to  be  shaken  by  the  movements  of  the  children  when  seated  at 
them. 

The  reasons  of  the  following  rules  will  be  readily  inferred  from  these  preliminary  ex- 
planations. 

1.  In  planning  a  schoolroom,  if  it  be  not  more  than  18  feet  in  width,  about  8  or  9 
feet  will  be  sufiicient  for  each  child  in  actual  attendance.  If  the  width  be  greater,  there 
must  be  a  proportionate  increase  of  area  allotted  to  each  child. 

2.  A  school  not  receiving  infants  should  generally  be  divided  into  at  least  four  classes. 
7%e  varying  capacities  of  children  between  seven  and  thirteen  years  old  will  be  found  to 
require  at  least  thus  much  subdivision.) 

Parallel  benches  and  drawers^  graduated  according  to  the  ages  of  the  children,  should 
be  provided  for  all  the  scholars  in  actual  attendance  {see  Preliminary  Remarks,  B.)  ;  and 
therefore  a  schoolroom  should  contain  at  least  four  groups  of  parallel  benches  and  desks* 
{See  Rule  2,) 

4.  A  group  should  not  contain  more  than  three  rows  of  benches  and  desks  {otherwise 
the  distance  of  the  last  row  is  too  great  for  the  teacher  to  see  the  children's  slates,  and 
he  must  also  raise  his  voice  to  a  pitch  which  is  exhausting  to  himself,  and  adds  inconve^ 
niently  to  the  general  noise). 

5.  As  a  general  rule,  no  group  of  benches  and  desks  should  accommodate  more  than  24 
children^  t .  e.,  8  children  in  each  of  the  three  rows  of  the  group,  {otherwise  the  width 
is  too  great.     See  Preliminary  Remarks,  C.) 

6.  The  proper  lengths  are  7  feet  6  inches  for  five  children  in  a  row  ;  9  feet  for  6  in  a 
row ;  10  feet  6  inches  for  7  in  a  row;  12ieet  for  8  in  a  row ;  t.  e.,  18  inches  for  each 
child. 

[The  other  dimensions  and  details  are  shown  in  the  drawings.] 

7.  Each  group  of  desks  must  be  separated  from  the  contiguous  group,  either  by  an 


*  Drawings  are  attached  to  the  official  paper  issued  by  the  Committee  of  Council. 
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alley  foi*  the  passage  of  the  ohildreii,  or  by  a  space  stiffident  fbr  drawing  and  withdrawing 
the  curtains. 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  provide  an  alley  for  the  passage  of  children  at  one  end  only  of 
each  gronp.  At  the  other  end  a  space  of  three  inches  will  suffice  fbr  drawing  and  with- 
drawing the  curtains. 

[Alleys  intended  for  the  passage  of  children  must  not  be  less  than  18  inches  wide  in 
the  smallest  school ,  and  need  not  be  more  than  2  feet  wide  in  any  school,  Unless  where 
a  door  or  fireplace  requires  a  greater  interval.] 

8.  The  best  width  for  a  schoolroom,  intended  to  accommodate  any  number  of  children 
between  48  and  144,  is  17  or  18  feet.  This  gives  sufficient  space  for  each  group  of 
benches  and  desks  to  be  ranged  (with  its  depth  of  three  rows)  along  one  wall,  for  the 
teachers  to  stand  at  a  proper  distance  from  their  classes,  and  for  the  classes  to  be  drawn 
out,  when  necessary,  in  front  of  the  desks  around  the  master  or  pupil  teachers.  {No 
additUmal  aeeommodation  being  gained  by  greater  width  in  the  rootn^  the  cost  qfeuch  an 
inereate  in  the  dimenrione  i$  thrown  away.) 

9.  Where  the  number  of  children  to  be  accommodated  is  too  great  for  them  to  be 
arranged  in  five,  or  at  most  six,  groups,  an  additional  schoolroom  should  be  built  and 
placed  under  the  charge  of  an  additional  schoolmaster,  who  may,  however,  be  sub- 
ordinate to  the  head  master,  or  a  large  school  may  be  built  on  the  plan  of  diagram  No. 
6.  Where  neither  of  these  arrangements  can  be  accomplished,  the  schoolrooih  should 
not  be  less  than  32  feet  wide,  and  the  groups  should  be  arranged  along  both  sides  of  the 
room,  the  children  in  all  cases  facing  the  centre.  {But  «iicA  an  drrangement  is  very 
inferior  to  that  qf  the  tingle  row  along  one  wall.  The  opposite  classes  see  each  other, 
and  their  several  teachers  have  to  stand  too  close  together.  See  Preliminary  Remarks, 
B.) 

10.  A  curtain,  capable  of  being  readily  drawn  and  withdrawn,  should  separate  the 
several  groups  ;  but  not  so  as,  when  drawn,  to  prqject  into  the  room  more  than  4  inches 
in  front  of  the  foremost  desk. 

11.  If  the  schoolroom  be  lighted  from  above,  which  is  the  best  possible  mode,  great 
care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  skylights  from  leaking,  and  to  provide  channels  for 
the  water  which  the  condensation  of  the  children's  breath  will  deposit  on  the  inside  of 
the  glass. 

12.  All  sashes,  both  upper  and  lower,  should  be  hung;  and  all  windows,  whether  In 
the  roof  or  elsewhere,  shoijdd  be  made  to  open. 

13.  It  is  better  to  have  a  few  large  and  well  placed  windows  than  many  small  ones. 

14.  It  is  important  to  provide  that  the  faces  of  the  children  and  teachers,  and  also 
the  black  boards  and  diagrams,  should  be  placed  in  a  full  clear  light. 

15.  If  the  schoolroom  be  not  lighted  from  above  there  should  be  windows,  if  possible , 
at  each  end  and  on  one  side  of  the  room.  The  windows  should  be  carried  up  as  high  as 
possible ;  and  those  which  are  placed  at  the  backs  of  the  children,  an  arrangement 
which  should  be  avoided  as  far  as  possible,  should  not  come  down  within  5  feet  6  inches, 
or  at  least  5  feet,  from  the  floor. 

16i  When  the  benches  and  desks  are  arranged  on  both  sideS  of  the  rdom,  it  should  be 
lighted  from  above,  or  there  should  be,  if  possible,  windows  in  each  of  the  side  walls. 

17.  Except  when  a  schoolroom  is  very  broad  there  should  be  no  fireplace  in  the 
centre  of  an  end  wall. 

[A  good  place  for  a  fireplace  is  under  a  window.] 

18.  The  desks  should  be  either  quite  flat  or  very  slightly  incWnedt  The  Objections  to 
the  inclined  desk  are,  that  pencils,  pens,  &c.  are  constantly  slipping  from  it,  and  that 
it  cannot  be  conveniently  used  as  a  table.  The  objection  to  the  flat  desk  is,  that  it 
obliges  the  children  to  stoop.  A  raised  ledge  in  front  of  a  desk  interferes  with  the  arm 
in  Tvriting. 

19.  A  large  gallery  for  the  simultaneous  instruction  of  two  or  more  classes,  without 
desks,  may  advantageously  be  provided  in  a  classroom,  or  at  one  end  of  the  schoolroom. 
Such  a  gallery  may  be  better  placed  along,  than  across,  the  end  of  the  schoolroom^  for 
the  reasons  stated  in  the  Preliminary  Remarks,  B. 

20.  No  such  gallery,  nor  any  gallery  in  an  infant  schoolroom,  should  be  placed  in 
front  of  a  window,  unless  it  be  very  high  up  above  the  heads  of  the  children  When  they 
stand  on  the  top  row  of  the  gallery. 

21.  No  infant  gallery  should  hold  more  than  80  or  90  infants. 

22.  An  infant  school  should  (besides  a  large  gallery)  have  a  small  group  of  benches 
and  desks  for  the  occasional  use  of  the  elder  infants. 

23.  The  alleys  leading  to  a  gallery  should  be  at  its  sides,  not  in  its  centre.  {See 
Muiesbande.) 

^4.  Great  care  should  be  taken  that  the  valves  which  admit  the  fresh  air  into  the 
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schoolroom  alioiild  be  placed  to  ai  not  to  create  a  draft  where  the  teachers  and  ohiU 
dren  sit 

25.  An  easel  and  a  black  board  should  be  proyided  for  each  datSf  and  a  lai|;er  black 
board  for  the  gallery. 

26.  The  dimensions  shown  in  the  drawings  annexed  to  tUs  Memorandum  are  adapted 
to  children  of  from  eleven  to  tweWe  years  of  age.  It  is  very  important  that  thete  di" 
mennom  should  be  graduated  to  suit  the  sizet  qf  the  elder  and  younger  children  in  a 
school* 


GENERAL  EXAMINATION  OF  TRAINING  SCHOOLS. 

Christmas,  1851. 

HOLY  SCRIPTURES. 

SxcnoN  I.— 1 .  Gire  an  exact  account  of  the  contents  of  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy. 
\^at  reference  to  the  death  of  Moses  is  found  in  a  later  book  of  Holy  Scripture  ? 

2.  Name  the  successors  of  Hezekiah  in  order,  and  describe  briefly  the  character  and 
t^ef  events  in  the  reign  of  each.    What  prophets  flourished  during  this  period  ? 

3.  On  what  occasions  were  the  Moabites^  Amalekites,  and  Syrians  brought  into  con* 
tact  with  the  Israelites  ?  Give  the  dates  and  a  brief  account  of  the  persons  who  dis* 
tinguished  themselves  on  these  occasions. 

4.  Uftder  what  figures  are  the  great  dynasties  of  the  world's  history  represented  in 
the  Book  of  Daniel  ?  Show  the  fulfilment  of  these  prophecies,  and  quote  ezaotly  the 
passages  that  refer  to  the  triumph  of  Christianity. 

Sbction  II. — 1.  What  references  are  found  in  the  prophetic  writings  to  the  obsenr- 
ance  of  the  Sabbath  ?     State  fully  the  objects  and  effects  of  that  Institution. 

2.  How  many  kinds  of  offerings  were  appointed  by  the  law  of  Moses  ?  What  did 
they  severally  represent  ? 

3.  Show  from  the  law,  the  Psalms,  and  the  prophets,  that  Christ  was  to  suffer.  From 
the  same  sources  show  the  character,  and  efficacy  of  His  sufferings. 

4.  Prove  from  Holy  Scripture  the  moral  attributes  of  God,  and  show  their  bearing 
upon  the  condition  of  man  by  nature  and  grace. 

Section  III.'^l.  Enumerate  the  women  connected  with  our  Lord's  history.  For 
what  graces  were  they  severally  distinguished  ? 

2.  What  is  known  of  the  following  persons  from  Holy  Scripture — Priscilla,  Phoebe^ 
Eunice,  Rhoda^  Onesimusi  and  Lydia  ? 

3.  State  concisely,  but  without  omissions,  the  events  of  Passion-week. 

"4.  What  portions  of  our  Saviour's  history  are  most  fully  described  by  the  respective 
Evangelists  ? 

Section  IY. — 1.  Prove  by  precept  and  example  from  Holy  Scripture,  that  devotion 
to  God  is  compatible  with  the  active  discharge  of  public,  social,  and  domestic  duties. 

2.  What  points  of  Christian  practice  and  doctrine  are  specially  inculcated  in  the  two 
epistles  to  the  Corinthians  ? 

3.  Enumerate  the  general  epistles,  and  give  an  exact  analysis  of  one  of  them. 

LITURGY  AND  CHURCH  HISTORY. 

Section  I.— Prepare  the  Notes  of  a  Lesson  on  one  of  these  subjects : — 

Our  duty  to  God. 
The  Offices  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Confirmation. 

Section  II. — 1.  State  the  conditions  upon  which  forgiveness  of  sins  is  bestowed. 
Prove  this  clearly  by  passages  from  the  Gospels,  Acts,  and  Epistles ;  and  show  where 
the  same  statements  are  made  in  each  of  the  principal  services  of  our  Church. 

2.  Name  all  the  occasional  services,  and  give  the  occasion  and  date  at  which  each 
was  introduced  into  the  Prayer-book. 

3.  Which  are  the  moveable  Feasts  ?  How  is  the  time  for  observing  them  determined  ? 
What  discussions  have  arisen  on  this  point  ? 

Section  III. — State  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  on  one  or  more  of  the  following 
points  from  the  Articles  and  Homilies,  and  prove  the  doctrine  by  Holy  Scripture. 
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1.  The  iUte  of  man  by  Uatiird  knd  Grd(ie. 

2.  The  Person  of  onr  Lord. 

3.  1^  essential  characteristics  of  the  Chtireh. 

Section  IV* — 1.  What  countries  can  be  shown  from  Holy  Scripture  to  have  received 
ihe  Gospel  during  the  life-time  of  the  Apostles?  Kame  the  most  distinguished  of  their 
successors  in  these  countries  during  the  first  two  centuries. 

2.  When  was  the  Nicene  Creed  first  drawn  up,  and  when  was  th6  latter  pari  added  } 
Quote  clauses  from  each  part  of  this  Creed  directed  against  special  errors,  and  give 
some  account  of  those  errors. 

3.  When  was  the  communion  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  Churches  finally 
broken  oflf  ?  Name  the  principal  sees  of  the  Bastern  Ckun^i  tM  tht  laost  distiiiguished 
persons  of  each  see. 

Section  V. — 1.  At  what  times  did  the  following  persons  respectively  flourisfa. — St. 
Germain,  Aelfric,  Lanfranc,  William  of  Wykeham,  Waynfleet,  Grindal,  Burnet,  Ken, 
Tillotson,  Henry  Martyn,  and  Heber  ?  State  briefly  for  what  they  were  severally  dis- 
tinguished. 

8<  W^hat  were  the  principal  subjects  of  controversy  under  the  Stuart  PrincSs  betw«eA 
the  Church  of  England  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Presbyterians,  and  Independents  ou 
the  other.  « 

3.  Give  some  account  of  the  origin  and  proceedings  of  our  great  Missionary  Societies^ 
Enumerate  the  Colonial  fiishopricks. 


ARITHMETIC  AND  BOOK-KEEPING. 

Section  I.— 1.  Explain  clearly  the  rule  for  long  division. 

2.  Explain  th(t  termta  ratio,  proportion,  extremes^  means.    What  is  the  object  of  the 
rule  of  three  ?     By  what  other  process  can  the  result  be  gained  ? 
8.  What  is  meant  by  discount  ?     How  is  it  calculated  ?    Give  an  example. 

Section  II. — 1.  A  dealer  goes  to  market  with  100/.  He  buys  as  many  sheep  as  he 
can  with  this  sum,  at  1/.  12«.  Sd.  each.  How  many  does  he  buy,  and  how  much  money 
has  he  left  ? 

2.  Find  the  value  of 

a,  4  cwts.  2  qrs.  16  lbs.  at  3/.  17 1.  8}(f.  per  cwt. 
•  b,  3  ozs.  17  dwts.  20  grs.  at  9s,  6^d»  per  oz.  * 

3.  If  the  Sd,  loaf  weighs  48  ozs.  when  wheat  is  at  bit*  per  qaarter,  what  §hould  be 
the  price  of  wheat  when  the  6d.  loaf  weighs  32  ozs.  8  dwts  ? 

Section  III.>— 1.  How  many  yards  of  carpet  2  ft.  II  in.  wide  will  it  take  tO  bover  a 
square  floor  one  side  of  which  is  19  ft.  7  in.  ? 

2.  A  tradesman  having  bought  200  eggs  at  2  for  a  penny,  and  200  at  3  for  a  penby, 
sold  the  whole  at  5  for  a  penny.     How  much  did  he  gain,  or  lose,  by  the  transaction  ? 

3.  Find  the  interest  on  286/.,  from  the  1st  of  June  to  the  15th  of  September,  at 
3}  per  eent.  per  annum. 

Section  IV. — 1.  A.  B.  and  C.  are  joint  owners  of  a  ship.  C.'s  share  is  worth  ;^400. 
A.'s  share  is  ^rd  of  B.'s,  and  the  sum  of  their  shares  is  f  ths  of  the  value  of  the  ship. 
Find  the  value  of  the  shares  held  by  A.  and  B. 

2.  A  person  who  has  fths  of  a  mine  sells  f ths  of  his  share  for  ^1500,  What  is 
the  value  of  the  whole  mine  ? 

3,  (a)  Multiply  7  of  f  by  2^,  and  subtract  the  product  from  9f . 

{b)  Reduce  ^8.  9^d.  to  the  decimal  of  a  £t  and  find  the  value  of  30*7665  of  a 
guinea. 

Section  V. — 1.  Explain  the  system  of  book-keeping  by  double  entry. 
2.  What  books  ought  to  be  kept  by  two  partners  in  a  retail  business  ?     Show  the  use 
and  necessity  of  each  book. 


GRAMMAR  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE, 

SiOtiOK  Ij~P)repatd  the  Ik^tch  of  a  lesion  on 

Pronouns, 
Adverbs,  or. 
The  three  concords. 
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SecTioK  It. — ^Write  a  cle&r  and  simple  paraphrase  of  obe  of  thtise  passages— 

1.  Nor  rural  sights  alone,  but  mral  sottUds 
Exhilarate  the  spirit,  and  restore 

Tiie  tone  of  languid  Nature.    Mighty  winds, 
That  sweep  the  skirt  of  Some  far-spreading  teood 
Of  ancient  growth,  make  miitie  not  unlike 
The  dafh  of  Oeean  on  his  winding  shore, 
And  lull  the  spirit  while  they  fill  the  mind ; 
XJnnumber'd  branches  waving  in  the  blast, 
And  all  their  leaves  fast  flattering,  all  at  once. 

Cowper, 

2.  Blest  he,  though  undistinguished  from  the  crowd 
By  wealth  or  dignity,  who  dwells  secure^ 
Where  man,  by  nature ^erce,  has  laid  tuide 

His  fiercenesfl,  having  learnt,  though  slow  to  learn, 
The  manners  and  the  arts  of  civil  life. 
His  wants  indeed  are  many ;  but  supplp 
Is  obvious,  placed  within  the  easy  reach 
Of  temperate  wishes  and  industrious  hands. 

Cowper, 

3.  Virtue  could  see  to  do  what  virtue  would 

By  her  own  radiant  light,  though  sun  and  moon 
Were  in  the  flat  sea  sunk.    And  wisdom's  self 
Offe  seeks  to  sweet  retired  solitude ; 
Where,  with  her  best  nurse,  Contemplation^ 
She  plumes  her  feathers,  and  lets  grow  her  wings. 
That  in  various  bustle  of  resort 
Were  all  too  ruffled,  and  sometimes  impaired. 
He  that  has  light  within  his  own  clear  breast. 
May  sit  i'  th'  centre,  and  enjoy  bright  day ; 
But  he  that  hides  a  dark  soul,  and  foul  thoughts, 
Benighted  walks  under  the  mid-dag  sun  ; 
Himself  is  his  own  dungeon, 

Milton, 

Section  III. — 1..  Parse  the  words  in  italics  in  the  preceding  passages,  and  explain 
Iheir  construction. 

2.  Construct  three  sentences  to  exemplify  the  gotemment  of  relative  pronouns,  and 
two  other  sentences  to  illustrate  the  use  of  nouns  standing  absolutely. 

Section  IV. — 1.  Explain  the  derivation  and  formation  of  these  words — Ashore, 
Withstand,  Bond,  Might,  Garden,  Truth,  Smith,  Darkness,  Farthing.  How  are  dimin- 
utives formed  ? 

2.  Make  a  list  of  words  derived  (torn  these  roots  with  the  exact  meaning  of  each — 
Jaceo,  Latus,  Ligo,  Licet,  Modus,  Moneo,  Puugo,  Sanus,  Rodo,  Scando,  and  Spondeo. 

3.  From  what  Anglo-Saxon  roots  are  these  words  derived — Baneful,  Beacon,  Bough, 
Chapman,  Cumberland,  Kindred,  Ford  and  Ferry,  Grave,  Hithe,  Lewes,  Norwich, 
Athwart,  Wales,  Welkin,  Bridgenorth  ? 

4.  Explain  the  terms  Metaphor,  Simile,  Allegory,  Personification,  and  quote  pas- 
sages from  Cowper  or  Milton  to  illustrate  your  ilefinitions. 

Section  V. — 1.  Name  the  authors  contemporary  with  Cowper,  and  their  principal 
works. 

2.  Describe  the  character  of  Cowper.     Enumerate  his  works. 

3.  Give  a  clear  account  of  the  first  book  of  the  Task.  Point  out  the  pslssages,  dther 
in  this  or  other  books  of  the  poem,  which  you  consider  most  likely  to  form  the  tiiste 
and  influence  the  character  of  young  women. 

4.  Write  out  at  length  the  argument  of  the  Paradise  Lost. 

SCHOOL  MANAGEMENT. 

SECtioN  T. — 1.  Enumerate  the  various  methods  of  teaching  children  to  read.  State 
»hat  method  you  prefer,  and  the  reasons  for  your  prefbreritie.  State  exactly  what  pro- 
gress you  would  expect  a  child  of  ordinary  abilities  tO  make  in  e^fih  half-year,  between 
the  age  of  five  and  eight. 

2.  Statte  ^xaotly  the  steps  by  which  ydu  propose  to  tSach  children  to  write  frOm  cop!p& 
tnd  from  dictation,  and  to  express  their  thoughti  i»  9iixiple  and -correct  lUngiiage. 
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Section  II.— 1.  Eanmerate  the  canses  which  lead  to  waste  of  time  and  inaccanusy 
in  school  work.    By  what  means  do  you  propose  to  obviate  these  evils  ? 

2.  Draw  a  groand-plan  of  a  school,  with  class-room,  gallery,  and  parallel  desks  for 
90  girls  between  six  and  thirteen  years  old.  Give  the  exact  dimensions  for  each  part, 
and  state  how  the  teacher  and  assistants  may  be  more  advantageoasly  employed. 

Section  III. — ^Write  an  essay  on  one  of  the  following  subjects — 

1.  By  what  exercises  are  habits  of  obsenration,  comparison,  and  reflection  most 
easily  and  completely  developed  in  young  children  ? 

2.  The  moral  and  religious  influences  by  which  a  tendency  to  falsehood,  dishonesty, 
and  idleness  may  be  most  effectually  ooonteracted. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Section  I.^Draw  an  accurate  outline  map  of  one  of  these  countries,  inserting  only 
the  names  of  the  rivers  and  headlands — 

England,  South  of  the  Humber. 
Scotland,  with  the  adjacent  Islands. 
The  British  Isles. 

Section  II. — Describe  accurately  the  boundaries,  extent,  population,  and  character- 
istic physical  features  of 

Hindostan,  or 
The  Canadas. 

Section  III.— 1.  Trace  the  course  of  the  Rhone,  and  the  Elbe;  name  and  give  an 
account  of  the  principal  cities  on  each. 

2.  Name  and  describe  the  principal  mountains  of  Spain  and  Turkey  in  Europe. 

3.  Describe  the  extent,  direction,  and  configuration  of  the  central  watershed  of 
Europe. 

4.  Describe  the  climate,  physical  features  and  customs  of  Bengal,  Upper  Canada,  or 
Arabia. 

Section  IV. — 1.  Where  are  the  following  places  situate — ^Tomeo,  Bremen,  Trieste, 
Funchal,  Benares,  Singapore,  Breslau,  Cairo,  Quito  ?  State  briefly  for  what  each  is 
remarkable. 

2.  From  what  countries  do  the  following  productions  come — ^Arrow  Root,  Cochineal, 
Currants,  Gamboge,  Sponge,  Mercury,  Indigo  ? 

3.  What  articles  are  imported  from  Russia,  France,  Italy,  the  Birman  Empire, 
Turkey  in  Asia,  Algiers,  and  Brazil  ?  What  do  these  importations  indicate  as  to  the 
physioil  condition  or  industrial  habits  and  civilization  of  those  countries  ? 

Section  V. — 1.  To  what  classes  do  the  following  animaU  respectively  belong  ?-*tbe 
bat,  hedgehog,  water  shrew,  dolphin,  sperm  whale^  rhinoceros,  and  sloth.  Describe 
briefly  the  characteristics  of  each. 

2.  To  what  order  and  family  do  each  of  these  birds  belong  ? — ^the  condor,  nightjar, 
kingfisher,  bee-eater,  thrush,  cuckoo,  gull,  green  cormorant.  Describe  briefly  the  pe- 
culiarities of  each. 

3.  Prepare  the  sketch  of  a  leuon  on  the  construction,  habits,  and  usei  of  any  one  or 
two  animals  from  the  above  lists. 


DOMESTIC  ECONOMY. 

Section  I.-— I.  Enumerate  the  materials  used  for  clothing  by  the  wives  of  the 
peasantry,  together  with  the  price  per  yard,  and  estimate  their  comparative  durability. 

2.  Describe  the  kind  of  dress  which  you  consider  suitable  for  a  young  school- 
mistress, in  summer  and  winter,  and  calculate  accurately  the  yearly  expense. 

3.  What  articles  would  be  most  useful  to  a  young  woman  about  to  emigrate  to 
Australia  or  Canada  ?  What  habits  of  life  are  the  best  qualifications  for  a  young  emi- 
grant ?  State  the  difficulties  with  which  she  would  probably  have  to  contend. 

Section  II. — 1.  Enumerate  the  various  kinds  of  farinaceous  food  used  in  this 
country;  state  where  each  kind  is  produced,  and  to  what  extent  it  ought  to  be  used  in 
the  family  of  a  small  farmer  or  tradesman. 

2.  Estimate  the  weekly  expense  of  food  for  a  school-mistress  and  two  pupil  teachers. 
What  difference  in  the  estimate  would  you  make  for  London  and  an  agricultura  dis- 
trict in  the  south  of  England  ? 
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3.  Wbat  articles  of  food  in  common  use  among  the  peasantrj  are  wastefbl,  too  costlj, 
or  unwholesome?  Name  the  articles  which  may  be  adTantageonsly  snbstitated  for 
them ;  stating  exactly  the  cost,  and  the  best  mode  of  preparing  each. 

Section  III. — 1.  Enumerate  the  different  hinds  of  insect  and  reptile  bites— what 
remedies  are  surest  and  most  easily  applied. 

2.  Distinguish  between  endemic,  epidemic,  contagiouf  and  infections  diseases.  GiTe 
some  evidence  as  to  the  causes  which  tend  to  increase  or  diminish  them  seyerally. 

3.  What  induitrial  or  economical  training  will  be  most  advantageous  for  a  girl  about 
to  enter  service  as  a  nursery-maid  or  kitchen-maid  ?  State  under  wiiat  circumstances 
and  to  what  extent  you  consider  such  training  practicable  in  elementary  schools. 

SscTiON  rV. — Prepare  the  notes  of  a  lesson  on  one  of  these  subjects  :— 
The  qualifications  and  duties  of  a  plain  coolc, 
A  housemaid  in  a  gentleman's  family, 

or, 
A  nursery  governess. 

ENGLISH  HISTORY  AND  BIOGEIAPHICAL  MEMOIRS. 

Sbctxov  I. — 1.  Describe  briefly  the  state  of  Britain  previous  to  the  Romsn  invasion. 
Name,  and  give  some  account  of  the  British  chieftains  who  fought  against  the 
Romans. 

2.  Name  the  Saxon  Kings  between  Egbert  and  Harold.  State  one  remarkable  ooonr« 
rence  in  the  life  of  each. 

3.  Describe  the  changes  that  followed  the  establishment  of  the  Norman  dynasty. 
SncnoN  II. — I.  Describe  the  character  of  Henry  V.,  and  enumerate  the  chief  events 

of  his  reign. 

2.  Under  what  princes  of  the  Plantagenetline  were  the  greatest  accessions  made  to  the 
kingdom  of  England  ? 

3.  What  foreign  princes  were  contemporary  with  James  I.  ?  What  special  relations 
existed  between  him  and  any  of  them  ? 

Sbcticn  III. — 1.  Give  some  account  of  the  queen  of  Charles  I. 

2.  Describe  the  character  and  life  of  the  Princess  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  I. 

3.  Give  some  account  of  the  battles  of  Newbury,  Edgehill,  and  Marston  Moer,  with 
dates. 

SjicnoN  IV. — 1.  What  females  were  most  distinguished  for  piety,  courage,  and  con- 
jugal affection  during  the  Protectorate,  and  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  ?  Give  an  account 
of  one  of  these  ladies. 

2.  Compare  the  character  and  fortunes  of  the  Marquis  of  Montrose  and  Earl  of  Ar- 
gyle  in  the  17th  century. 

3.  What  distinguished  persons  suffered  the  penalty  of  high  treason  under  Charles  II.  ? 
Describe  the  character  of  one  of  them. 

SxcTiON  v. — 1.  Describe  the  proceedings  of  Jefferies  in  the  reign  of  James  II. 

2.  By  what  steps  did  James  II.  endeavour  to  introduce  popery  ?  Describe  the  trial  of 
the  bishops. 

3.  Give  an  exact  account  of  the  events  which  happened  between  the  landing  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange  at  Torbay,  and  his  formal  assumption  of  the  Crown. 


CLASS  LIST 

Of  Teachers  in  Elementary  Schools  and  Students  in  the  undermentioned 
Training  Schools^  to  whom  Certificates  of  Merit  have  been  awarded  by 
the  Committee  of  Council  after  Examination  before  Her  Majesty* s  In-- 
spectors  in  the  Month  of  December,  1851.  ,  <       ._„^ .^ J 

MALES. 

I.  Battbksea. 

Mastbas. — Fini  Clois  (Zrd  Division).  William  Tomkins,  Bloomsbury,  St.  George-> 
the-Martyr.  —  Second  Ctate  {2nd  Division.)  James  Rule,  CourtyBellay  N.S.  (3ri{ 
Diviiion.)  Alexander  Bennet,  Battenea  Commercial  S.;  George  Wilton,  Winterton 
N.S.,  Tarmoutfa.— 2^trtf  aau  {let  Division).    Robert  Cheadle,  Paddington,  St.  Ma- 
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ry'«;  WiUiam  W^tt  9aU.  9«^icliie  N.S..  Yarpootli;  Richard  Charlton  Htrdfog, 
dre^t  YarmPHtb,  St.  Pater'a  N,  8.  (2iul  Dtvi^ios.)  G^r^e  Hullab,  Eioriek  Far); 
N.S.  (3rd  Diviiiofi,)  Thomaa  Cole,  Lymiogton  N.S. ;  WilUam  Ingramai  Croydon, 
St.  Geom  N.S. ;  George  Mills,  Hawketbury  N.S.,  Wotton-under-Edge  ^  George 
William  Palmer,  Wantage  N.S.;  William  Pettit,  Brown  Candover  P.S.;  Henry 
Pointer,  BucVlngbam  N.S. 

StuDBNTS. — Firtt  CioMS  {Zrd  JHvMon),    James  Hewitt. — Second  Clan  {2fid  XHtti 
atoA).    James    Manfield    Rntland.    (3ra  Diviiion,)    Jobn  Williani  Causier;    Peter 
Charles  Coemarton. — Third  Clou  {Itt  Ditfiiion).   James  Cross.    {2nd  J)ivi8ion,)   John 
Lewis  Sazton.    (Zrd  DMiian,)    Josepb  Peter  Harris ;  jTohn  Edward  Jeqkins;  Fre- 
deric Locke ;  James  Kurl^bride  Waite. 

II,— CiL)t^¥ABT9BK. 

Studsnts. — Pint  Clan  (3r<2  DivUion),  James  Webber.  8ee<md  Clan  (Srd  Divi'^ 
tion).  John  Daniel  Page.  Third  Clan  {lit  Division),  Daniel  Thomas  Jenkins. 
(2nd  Divinon.)  James  Hutchinson.  (3rd  Ditngion.)  William  Davis ;  Henry  Miles  ; 
James  Reynolds ;  John  Richards ;  David  Rowlands ;  Thomas  Vaaghan. 

III.  Chblsba,  St.  Maek's. 

Mastbrs. — 8$eond  Clan  (Iti  Divinon)*  Thomas  Hamphrey,  Hawkhorit:  N,S., 
Staplebnrst ;  Alfred  Charles  King,  Pimlico,  St.  Barnabas.  {2nd  Division).  Thomas 
RoMiter,  Gosport,  St.  Matthews.— r^tW  (?/«»  {Ut  Dipision),  Charles  Henry  Phil- 
lips, Stapleton,  Dr.  Beirs.  {2nd  Division.)  William  Roe  Bensley,  Dardham,  Down,  SU 
John's ;  John  Dare,  West  Pinchbeck,  Spalding.  (3rJ  Division.)  Georgf  ^ates, 
Baaohainpton,  Stony  Stratford  ;  Riohar4  Botberas,  Croft  and  Yf^'pQle,  Leofnijiptor ; 
John  Bulman,  Cleckheaton,  Leeds. 

SruoBVT.-r-^irW  Class  (3rJ  Division^)  Thomas  Izo^.-^Seeqnd  CU^n  {\st  ^Ipision). 
John  Clarke;  Robert  Ralph  Grey;  Alfred  Hannaford  ;  William  Haworth  j  Joseph  Mar- 
riinan ;  Frederick  Thorn,  {tnd  Division.)  Anthony  Daglish.  {'^rd  Divisiimy)  James 
Bradshaw;  John  Brown  ;  James  Bngden  ;  John  Collier;  David  John  Chisholm  ;  Jaipea 
Griffiths;  Robert  Ellis  Hall;  $!dward  Dean  ioneB.-^Tkird  Class  {\si  Division). 
Alfred  Warner  King,  Henry  Stanton  Afayi  Edwin  Page,  William  Pleasantw,  William 
Scott,  WiUiam  Henry  Walters,  John  Aldritt  Woolley,  James  Ball^  John  Carilon, 
Thomas  Larnou^  Edwin  Charles  Sbufflebotbam,  Jobn  Ware,  William  Samuel  Williams, 
Ltonard  Woodcock,  William  T.  Abbott,  Cornelius  Batchellor,  Henry  Brqoks,  William 
Burtoc,  Henry  Callard,  Joseph  Albert  Clarke,  Joseph  Pewell  Cuckov,  Heiiry  Hicks, 
Thomas  Loosey,  Charles  Southby. 

IV.  Cheltenham. 

MAaTBEB.— ^/S'econ^  Class  {\st  Divifian).  John  Bee,  Chalford  N.S.  {2nd  Dhi^ 
sion.)  Thomas  Cobbing  Edgley,  Ulley  N.S.  ;  Thomas  Ryder,  Derby  All  Saints. 
i^rd  Division.)  Horace  Coomber,  Beverley  Minster.— 7^Atr£2  Class  {Ut  X^kftnon). 
'W^iUiam  Hammond,  Cheltenham  Charity, 

Students. — First  Class  {3rd  Division).  WiUiam  James  Hambling,  Thomas  James 
Haworth. — Second  Clan  {Ut  Division),  William  Bcale^  John  SnteUffie,  {2nd  Divi- 
sion.) John  Hancock,  Charles  St^ty.  {3rd  Division.)  John  Lane. —  Third  Class  {1st 
Division).  Francis  Cooper,  James  Hill,  George  Pritchard,  James  Robert  Beckett, 
Henry  Vansittart  Saunders,  Edward  Wilcox.  {2nd  Division.)  None.  (Jfrd  Dirision.) 
Jajone*  Popdf  WjJlipip  Gaoe.  Bepjamin  Tucker,  George  Ycvng. 

V,  Qhrbtbe. 

MA^f^^^'^Tkird  Class  {2nd  Division).  Joshua  Jones,  Delamere.  {3rdDitfiHon.) 
John  Heap,  Habergbam  Eaves. 

Stuornts, — Pirst  Class.  None.— fl^^conrf  Cla^s  {3rd  Division).  John  Collins, 
Eugene  John  Watkins.—TAtr<i  0/«fa  {\st  DiviHon),  John  Bntterworth  (%nd  Divi- 
sion.) Mossop  Cnrwen,  William  Farrar,  Stephen  Beesley,  William  Bottooi,  Rpbert 
Brierley,  Richard  Pickering. 

VI.  Chichkstee. 

Masters. — First  Class.  "S one. -^Second  Class  (2nd  Division).  James  Shotto 
Salishosy,  Slonninglon,  Steyning. — Third  Clan  {2n4  Divinon).  Daniel  PfEliett, 
Herslmoncenz.— (3rd  Division.)    Edwin  Reynolds,  Ticehurst,  Hurst  Green. 

.»njiinHTi,^Third  Oms  {Ut  Diotsion).— Richard  Marsh.    {3rd  Division.)    Hcqit 
CoUard. 


VIL  DvR^A^. 

MA.^BKs.^TkMCMMi(irdDlviHon).  Nicholas  Hunt,  FeUtng  Chemieal  Works 
S.,  Gateshead. 

Students. — First  Cloit  (2nd  DtvtWon).  James  Reed. — Second  Clat»  (Zrd  DivUion). 
George  Scott.—- TAfreZ  Clast  (2nd  Division),  John  Fish ;  Adam  Potts :  Richard  Un- 
derwQod.    (Srd Division.)    Thomas  Shaw;  William  Allan  Smith;  WiUiam  Stokof. 

VIII.  HiOHBURT  (Metropolitan). 

Students. — First  Class,  None.  Second  Class  (Zrd  Division),  Ebenezer  James 
Marshall. — Third  Class  (Ist  Division)f  Jpl^n  Hepry  Cross.  (3rd  Division,)  John 
Garrett. 

IX.  Knellkr  Hall. 

Students. — First  Class  (3rd  Division),  John  Co\e^-^ Second  Class  (2nd  Division) 
James  Neal,  (Zrd  Division,)  John  PoweU  Hoghlings ;  Charles  James  Vinall.^  third 
Class  (3rd Division),    John  Graffham ;  Francis  Price;  Edward  William  Vinall. 

X.  York  and  Rifon. 

MA3TERS.^rAtr<;  aass  (1st  Division),  Joshua  Bolton,  Old  Malton  N.S.  (3rd 
Division.)  Thomas  Brayshaw,  Brierley  N.S. ;  William  Scott  Eddison,  Welton  P.S., 
Idneoln;  William  Hutchinson,  Leeds,  Hunslet;  Daniel  Wilkinson,  Worttey  N.S. 

Students.— 2^V«^  Class  (2nd  Division),  Robert  Charlton.— fi^^eofuf  Class  (1st  Divi- 
sion). Robert  Chartres.  i2nd  Division.)  John  Wilkinson.  (3rd  Division,)  Joseph 
Lugg.— rAirrf  Class  (1st  Division).  Samuel  Bamford;  Thomas  Farrar;  Thomas  Pat- 
tinson ;  John  Turner.  (2nd  Division.)  William  Collinson ;  Joseph  Ross  Ghiiham ; 
Edward  Henvill.  (3rd  Division.)  Robert  Blezard  ;  William  Easterby  j  Edward  Law- 
ler ;  Joseph  Sykes ;  Matthew  Wheater  ;  Hortley  Wrothwell. 


FEMALES. 

XI.  Brighton. 

Mistresses.— -JP?r«/  Class  (2nd  Division).  Eliza  Mabilia  M'Nair,  Brighton  Prac 
Using  S.  (3rd  Division.)  Theresa  Stammer,  Brighton  Training  ^.^TAird  Class  (1st 
Division).  Ellen  Thwaites,  Wamham,  Horsham.  (2nd  Division.)  Emma  Richman, 
Hove  N.  S. 

XII.  Chblvbnbam. 

Mistresses. — Second  Class  (3rd  Division),     Susan  Bird,  Tam worth. — Third  Clas 
(3rd  Division).    Elizabeth  Jane  Bartlett,  Halifax,  Cross  Hill. 

Students. — First  Class  (3rd  Division),  Martha  Hutchings^  Maria  Nuthall. — 
Second  Class  (Ist  Division).  Harriet  Frances  Salter,  Ann  Williams.  (2nd  Division.) 
Elizabeth  Bell,  Caroline  Emery,  Charlotte  James.  (3rd  Division.)  Amelia  Flick, 
Catherine  Harden,— Third  Class  (2nd  Division).  Isabella  Ainslie,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Folkes,  Elizabeth  Knapp.     (3rd  Division.)    Anne  Deacon,  Emily  Hannah  Salmon. 

XIII.  Home  and  Colonial. 

Mistresses. — Secortd  Class  (Ist  Division),  Annie  Impey,  Derby,  St.  Werburgh's. 
(2nd  Division.)  Fanny  Impey,  West  Bromwich,  St.  James'. — Third  Class  (Ist  Division). 
Emma  Toby,  Hull,  St.  James*.  (2nd  Division.)  Emma  Beane,  Devonport,  St. 
Michaers ;  Sarah  Goldthorpe,  Kingsdown,  St.  Matthew,  Bristol;  Jane  Watson, 
Brighton,  8t.  John's ;  Harriet  Ann  Wiilson.  EUastone,  Staffs.  (3rd  Division.)  Char- 
lotte Davy,  Old  Alresford,  Juvenile  and  Infant ;  Theodosia  Gould,  Harrow  N.  S. ; 
Matilda  Moorfield,  Reading,  Trinity ;  Emma  Sowter,  Manchester,  St.  James' ;  Letitin 
Tamer,  Old  Swiudon,  Infant. 

Students. — First  Class  (3rd  Division).  Eliza  Abernethy,  Jane  Agnes  Chesser,  Ann 
Lewis. — Second  Class  (1st  Division),  Margaret  J.  Carr.  (2nd  Division^)  Elizabeth 
Baldry,  Eliza  Camp.  (3rd  Division.)  Emma  Adamson,  Hannah  M.  Bierley,  Sarah 
Ellen  Henshall,  Annie  Turner. — Third  Class  (1st  Division).  Jane  Brownlee,  Elizabeth 
Fairley,  Mary  Harris^  Mary  Horrocks,  Elizabeth  Hodges,  Annie  Jay,  Catherine  Re- 
becca Madicks.     (272^  Division.)     Rachael  Aldborough,  Martha  Anderson,  Lucy  Bird, 
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Elisa  LoQiia  Cooper,  Mary  Green,  Marj  Gann,  Anne  Mnsalewhite,  Harriet  White. 
(3rd  JHviiion)^  Frances  Cooke,  Emma  Pierce  Dayies^  Roberta  Dunning,  Mary  Jane 
Gardner,  Sarah  Gamble,  Emma  Steddy,  Louiia  Tennison. 

XIV.  Salisbury. 

Studbnts.— JFIff/  Clat9.  None. — Second  CUub  {3rd  Divirion).  Sarah  Gronning, 
Caroline  Newell.— 7%<r<2  Clau  {lit  Diviiion),  Sarah  Green,  Ann  O'Brien.  {2nd 
XHviiUm.)  Anne  Drinkwater,  Mary  Anne  Davey  Moyne,  Sarah  Peters,  Cathiurine 
YouDg.    {3rd  Divirion,)    Margaret  Bishop  Cook,  Ellen  Lawrence. 

XV.  Whitblands. 

M18T&B8SBS. — Second  Clast  {lit  Divirion),  Honora  Conway,  Syderstone,  Faken- 
ham ;  Anne  Underwood,  Kebworth  N.S. — Third  Clan  {lit  Divirion),  Catherine 
Bostock,  Coombe  le  Basset,  Salisbury  :  Mary  Ann  Stretton,  Whitelands,  Upper  Prac- 
tising,   (^rd  Divirion,)    Emily  G.  Dale,  Whitelands  Infant. 

Stodbmtb. — Firit  Clou  (lit  Diviiion),  Mary  Anne  Cuckow,  Mary  Thear.  {3rd 
Diviiion,)  Sarah  Charlotte  Long. — Second  Clan  {2nd  Diviiion).  Fanny  Elizabeth 
Cuckow,  Rhoda  Hill,  Mary  Ann  Hunt,  Susanna  Maxwell,  ArabeUa  Peat.  {3rd  Divi^ 
iion.)  Sarah  Peck,  Emily  Wti\a,— Third  Cloii  {lit  Diviiion).  Elizabeth  Faoey,  Ann 
Harlow,  Isabella  Joslyn,  Ann  Mowbray.  {2nd  Divirion),  Mary  Bedford,  Elizabeth 
Farmer,  Hannah  Read  Smith.  (3rd  Diviiion,)  Elizabeth  Fenn,  Mary  Tanner,  Sarah 
Tucker,  Sarah  Ann  Wylde. 

XVI.  York  and  Ripok. 

Studbnts.— >J^V«/  doii.  tioikt,— Second  Clan  {lit  Diviiion),  Elizabeth  Forbes. — 
Third  Clan  {lit  Diviiion).  Ann  Barnwell,  Maria  Tinker.  {2nd  Divirion,)  Priscilla 
Richardson,  Mary  Shaw.  {2rd  Divirion,)  Janet  Atkinson,  Emma  Eliza  Brook^  Mar* 
garet  Dngdale,  Amelia  Harper. 

XVII.  Warrington. 

M1STRB88BS. — Pint  Clan  {3rd  Diviiion),  Mary  Anne  Ashley,  Warrington  Far.  S. 
— Second  Clan  (3rd  Divirion).     Alice  Schoiield,  Warrington  Infant. 

Students. — Fint  Clan  {3rd  Divirion).  Isabella  Boxendale,  Jane  Ann  Lavender. — 
Second  Clan  (lit  Diviiion),  Esther  Norris.  (2nd  Divirion.)  Elisabeth  Gell,-^Third 
Clan  {lit  Divirion),  Alice  Carr,  Hannah  Darke.  (2nd  Diviiion,)  Anna  Gent,  Ade- 
liza  Hall,  Elizabeth  Meadows.  (3rd  Diviiion.)  AbigaU  Aldred,  Elizabeth  Chadwick^ 
Sarah  Jane  Venables  Dodds,  Elizabeth  Worrell. 


Co  Cotrt)i{pontrnttie(. 


«»^<»/^^^/VN^^^^>»O^S^S/^»- 


J.  H.  B.— We  do  not  insert  your  communication,  because  we  consider  your  scheme 
impracticable. 

£.  T.  F.— Arnold's  Henry's  '*  First  Latin  Book,"  is  a  likely  book  to  suit  your  purpose. 

J.  W.  A. — Stow's  "Training  System,''  you  will  find  on  the  whole  the  most  useful 
book. 


ERRATA  IN  MARCH  NUMBER. 


In  the  notice  of  Mr.  Serjeant's  Book  '*  On  Sunday-School  Teaching,"  we  beg  onr 

readers  to  correct  the  following  typographical  errors : — 
On  page  99,    7th  line  from  the  top, /or  "  cannot,"  read  "  must." 
On  page  99,  12th  line  from  the  top, /or  "  importation,"  read  "  impartation.'^ 
On  page  100,  2nd  line  of  quotation  about  **  Repetition  Lessons,"  between  the  tcortla 

"  learning,"  and  <'  so,"  insert  the  wordi  **  a  whole  chapter  to  the." 
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ON  MIDDLE-CLASS  EDUCATION  IN  COUNTRlt  DISTRICTS. 

The  educatioa  of  the  poor  has  for  the  last  forty  years  engaged  an  in- 
<:reasing  share  of  the  public  atteotioa ;  and  sioce  the  year  1839  a  large 
sum  has  been  voted  annually  out  of  the  public  (axes,  for  building  and  im- 
proving schools,  upon  the  principle  of  helping  those  who  are  willing  to 
help  tliecnselves.  The  effects  of  the  education  thus  provided  are  now  be- 
gioning  to  appear,  and  are  such  as  to  prove  the  necessity  of  talcing  care 
that  the  education  given  be  of  such  a  nature  as  may  best  fit  the  class  for 
whom  it  is  intended,''  to  labour  truly  to  get  their  own  living,  and  to  do 
their  duty  in  that  statejof  life  unto  which  it  hath  pleased  Grod  to  call  them.*' 
We  have  on  former  occasions  repeatedly  pointed  out  the  propriety  of 
combining  industrial  with  other  secular  instruction  in  the  case  of  the 
poor,  and  of  teaching  religion,  not  as  a  mere  matter  of  head-knowledge, 
but  as  that  which  is  thoroughly  practical,  and  peculiarly  calculated  to 
render  the  humbler  class  of  society  contented  and  happy,  honest  and  in- 
dustrious, respectful  to  their  superiors,  kind  and  obligiag  to  their  eqirals, 
and  trustworthy  in  all  the  relations  of  life.. 

But  it  wvuld  be  idle  to  suppose  that  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  in- 
struction given  to  the  poor  is  all  that  is  required  by  the  change  produced 
in  them  from  the  ejects  of  education.  At  present  the  instruction  alizKMt 
gratuitously  provided  for  the  poor,  is  in  many  cases  much  more  perfect 
and  complete  than  that  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  middle  class,  such  as 
the  children  of  farmers  and  country  tradespeople.  These,  without  re- 
<)uirmg  what  is  called  a  liberal  educatioa,  ought  to  receive  more  extended 
and  systematic  instruction  than  it  is  possible  to  provide  for  the  working 
<:Iasses.  But  there  are  at  present,  generally  speaking,  very  few  middle 
schools  in  England,  where  the  less  wealthy  tradesmen  and  farmers,  or 
superior  mechanics,  can  be  sure  of  obtaining  such  mstruction  for  their 
children  at  a  moderate  expense.  Unless,  tlierefore,  some  timely  provision 
be  made  to  meet  this  deficiency,  it  seeoss  probable  that  before  long,  from 
the  improvements  in  the  education  of  the  poor,  the  clasKS  iosmediately 
above  them  may  find  themselves  inferior  in  knowledge  to  those  who«  they 
employ.  Now  this,  as  was  truly  observed  by  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel,  is 
^'  laying  the  foundatkm  for  an  inversion  of  the  OPrd«rs  of  society.''  The 
probability  of  incurring,  such  an  evil,  if  there  was  no  adequate  means  of 
IMrevendng  it,  might  be  alleged  as-  no  slight  obfectioo  to  the  general  im- 
provement which  is  going  on  in  the  education  of  the  working  classes. 

Several  methods  of  obviating  this  evil  have  been  suggested,  whieh,  if 
judiciously  carried  out  and  appHed  according  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  may  be  respectively  available,  can  hardly  fail  of  proving  aooply 
sufficient  to  raise  the  education  of  the  middle  class  to  the  standard 
required. 

1.  One  method  is  to  establish  schools,  13ce  that  at  Hurstpierpoiort, 
-where  the  boys  are  boarded  at  a  very  moderate  cost ;  and  to  place  such 
schools  under  the  superinlendeace  of  the  clergy  and  of  persons  capable  of 
judging  of  the  nature  of  the  education  given,  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
masters,  and  of  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils.  There  is  perhaps  no- 
thing more  essential  to  the  success  of  schools  of  this  description,  than  such 
wise  and  friendly  oversight  as  may  afford  some  security  that  the  education 
given  to  the  children  is  of  the  right  sort,  and  carried  to  a  sufficient  exteott. 
It  has  been  truly  saki  that,  generally  speaking,  a  farmer  or  country  i^p- 
keeper  no  more  knows  what  his  son  oi^ht  to  be  taught  than  how  to  teach 
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him.  It  is,  therefore,  requisite  that  a  proper  standard  of  instructioo  should 
be  marked  outrand  some  supervision  established  which  might  secure  its 
obseivance  and  not  suffer  the  amount  of  instruction  given  to  fall  below 
it.  In  a  school  like  that  above  referred  to  at  Hurstpierpoint,  under  the 
patronage  and  visitation  of  the  bishop  and  archdeacons  of  the  dioceset, 
such  supervision  is  efifectually  secured.  And  in  general  it  may  be  observed 
that  nothing  is  more  likely  to  improve  the  instruction  given  in  such  middle 
schools,  than  to  place  them  under  the  friendly  oversight  of  the  parochial 
clergy,  whose  position  enables  them  to  afford,  without  interference,  valu- 
able assistance  both  to  the  parent  and  to  the  teacher.  Tiieir  superior 
acquirements  render  them  competent  to  aid  the  teacher,  and  at  the  same 
time,  when  needful,  to  protect  the  parent  against  the  teacher's  incompe- 
tency or  negligence. 

2.  Some  of  the  old  endowed  grammar  schools  may  also  be  rendered 
available  for  the  purpose  of  middle  schools ;  that  is,  where  such  schools 
have  ceased  to  afford  to  a  due  extent  the  higher  kind  of  education. 
Legal  provision  for  such  an  alteration  was  made  about  twelve  years  ago, 
by  3  and  4  Vict.  c.  77,  entituled  ''  An  Act  for  improving  the  Condition 
and  extending  the  Benefits  of  Grammar  Schools."  By  this  Act  courts  of 
equity  have  power,  when  applied  to,  to  make  orders  for  extending  the 
system  of  education  to  other  branches  of  literature  and  science,  in  addition 
to,  or  in  lieu  of,  the  Greek  and  Latin  Languages,  or  such  othei  instruction 
as  may  be  required  by  the  terms  of  the  foundation ;  and  also  for  extend- 
ing or  restricting  the  right  of  admission  to  such  schools,  and  to  establish 
schemes  for  the  application  of  the  revenues,  with  due  regard  to  the  inten- 
tions of  the  founders.  The  operation  of  the  Act  has  hitherto  been  limited 
by  the  provision,  That  no  new  statutes  affecting  the  duties  or  emolu- 
ments of  any  master  should  be  brought  into  operation  as  regards  any  such 
master  appointed  previously  to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  without  his  con- 
sent in  writing.  But  twelve  years  have  now  passed  since  this  Act  became 
law,  so  that  the  effect  of  the  above  provision  must  by  this  time  have 
greatly  diminished.  Where  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  have  been 
applied,  they  have  not  unfrequently  proved  as  profitable  to  the  master  as 
beneficial  to  the  school ;  for  many  of  the  class  for  whose  benefit  this  al- 
teration has  been  made,  are  both  able  and  willing  to  pay  for  the  addi- 
tional labour  occasioned  by  such  alteration.  And  here  we  would  suggest 
that  where  the  funds  of  such  schools  are  considerable,  or  such  as  to  create 
any  surplus,  it  might  be  of  great  advantage  in  producing  emulation,  and 
in  encouraging  parents  to  allow  their  children  to  remain  at  school  for  a 
longer  period,  if  small  scholarships  were  established  on  a  scale  of  payment 
similar  to  that  of  the  pupil  teachers  in  schools  under  government  inspec- 
tion. Such  payments  are  divided  into  two  classes ;  namely,  for  stipen- 
diary monitors  and  for  pupil  teachers — those  for  the  former  being  for  four 
J  rears,  and  gradually  increasing  from  5/.  to  12Z.  lOs.;  and  those  for  the 
atter  for  five  years,  and  in  like  manner  increasing  from  10/.  to  20/.  Before 
these  sums  are  paid,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  an  examination  must  be  un- 
dergone, to  satisfy  the  inspectors  that  due  progress  has  been  made,  and  also 
certificates  of  good  character  must  be  produced,  in  which  case  the  master  Or 
mistress  by  whom  the  monitors  and  pupil  teachers  have  been  instructed 
and  trained,  also  receives  a  certain  payment,  according  to  the  number  of 
stipendiary  monitors  or  pupil  teachers.  Something  of  this  description,  if 
introduced  into  the  inferior  grammar  and  endowed  schools,  could  scarcely 
fait  of  being  highly  beneficial.    It  would  render  yearly  examinations  ab- 
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solutely  necessary,  a^d  make  it  tbe  interest  both  of  masters  and  scholars 
to  prepare  carefully  and  diligently  for  them.  Nor  would  there,  at  least 
in  some  cases^  as  we  conceive,  be  much  difficulty  in  providing  funds;  for 
instance,  where  such  schools  are  under  the  patronage  and  direction  of 
wealthy  city  companies,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  set  apart  a  portion  of 
their  funds  for  these  purposes.  In  so  doing  those  companies  would  be 
conferring  a  most  important  benefit  on  the  commercial  world,  as  they 
would  be  taking  an  effectual  step  towards  improving  the  education  of 
that  class  of  society  for  whose  assistance  and  protection  their  companies 
were  originally  formed. 

3.  A  third  method  of  obtaining  a  better  education  for  that  division  of 
the  middle  class  of  which  we  are  speaking,  is  suggested  by  the  im* 
provement  which  has  of  late  been  effected  in  many  of  the  parish  schools, 
Xbis  is  specially  recommended  by  the  consideration,  that  that  improye- 
ment  in  the  education  of  the  poor,  which  must  otherwise  have  proved  an 
injury  to  the  class  immediately  above  them,  may  thus  be  converted  into 
a  very  great  benefit  to  all.  Not  a  few  of  the  parish  schools  have  now 
reached  a  higher  standard  of  instruction,  than  is  attained  in  many  of  the 
boarding-schools  to  which  the  wealthier  class  of  farmers  and  tradesmen 
send  their  children.  The  masters  and  mistresses  of  these  schools  have 
been  regularly  trained  and  educated,  and  their  competency  both  in  know- 
ledge and  in  the  art  of  teaching  has  been  tested  by  various  trials  and 
examinations  before  their  appointment  to  schools.  The  system  to  which 
we  have  just  alluded,  of  pupil-teachers,  for  whose  instruction  an  allowance 
is  made  by  government  according  to  their  progress,  insures  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  schools,  and  the  detection  of  any  neglect  or  inattention 
on  the  part  of  the  master  or  mistress.  The  circumstance,  too,  that 
in  schools  where  pupil  teachers  are  allowed,  a  greater  amount  of 
knowledge  is  required  in  the  master  or  mistress  for  the  instruction  of  the 
pupil  teachers,  than  would  be  necessary  for  teaching  the  ordinary  children 
of  the  schoo),  is  a  security  that  the  master  or  mistress  of  such  school  is 
capable  of  giving  the  instruction  required  for  children  at  a  more  advanced 
age  than  that  at  which  the  children  of  the  poor  are  usually  taken  from 
«  school  for  labour.  In  fact,  the  great  obstacle  to  the  children  of  the  work- 
ing class  making  any  considerable  progress  in  learning,  is  the  early  age 
at  which  their  parents  find  it  necessary  to  remove  them.  Now  this 
necessity  for  early  removal  does  not  attach  to  the  class  of  farmers  and 
tradesmen  ;  they  can  generally  without  much  inconvenience  allow  their 
children  to  remain  longer  at  school.  To  them  therefore  the  improved 
parish  school  may  in  reality  prove  a  far  greater  boon  than  even  to  the 
very  poor,  and  certainly  it  may  always  enable  them,  if  they  will  avail 
themselves  of  it,  to  keep  before  the  advancing  footsteps  of  the  class 
below  them.  For  if  the  labourers  can  keep  their  children  under  instruc- 
tion to  the  age  of  twelve  years,  those  above  them  can  keep  theirs  to  the 
age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  ;  and  all  who  know  anything  about  education^ 
must  be  well  aware  that  these  three  last  years  are  more  valuable  than  the 
five  preceding  them. 

It  is  true  that  at  present  the  improved  parish  schools  which  have  reached 
the  higher  standard  of  instruction,  are  limited  in  number,  and  therefore 
cannot  always  be  used  as  day  schools  without  expense  for  boarding.  But 
where  this  higher  class  of  parochial  schools  do  exist,  boarding-houses 
may  be  established,  and  in  these  lodging  and  maintenance  afforded  at  a 
rate  as  cheap  as  may  be  consistent  with  their  being  self-paying.    The 
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aanual  cost  of  board,  &c.,  in  such  an  establishment  has  been  calculated 
as  likdy  to  vary  from  10/.  to  12/.  for  children  between  the  ages  of  six 
and  fourteen ;  to  this  may  be  ad<led  a  school  fee  of  1€«.  a  quarter  ft>r 
children  not  residing  in  the  parisli ;  making  a  total  of  12/.  or  14/.  a  year 
for  educational  expenses.  Such  a  plan  has  been  tried  with  success  in 
Hampflhiie,  at  King's  Somborne,  under  the  inspection  of  Mr.  Dawes,  the 
present  Dean  of  Hereford,  in  which  case  the  diildren  of  farmers  and  re- 
spectable tradesmen  have  lodged  in  the  village  ^om  Monday  till  Fridaj 
evening,  when  they  go  home  and  retiurn  the  following  Monday  morning* 

But,  it  may  be  asked.  How  are  the  improved  parish  schools,  of  which 
the  masters  are  capable  of  giving  this  higher  instruction,  to  be  safely  dis- 
tinguished from  others  ?  In  answer  to  this  it  has  been  suggested  in  an 
able  pamphlet,*  which  we  would  recommend  to  our  readers,  and  to  which 
we  are  ourselves  indebted,  that  the  readiest  piy>of  perhaps  that  this  higher 
standard  has  been  reached  by  any  school,  will  be  found  in  the  answer  to 
the  simple  question.  Are  any  pupil  teachers  paid  by  government  appren- 
ticed in  it  ?  lor  if  they  are,  a  considerable  amount  of  iastnictioo  is  at 
^nce  guaranteed. 

As  to  the  mixture  of  ranks,  and  the  dislike  of  the  parents  to  suffer  their 
children  to  be  trained  at  the  same  school  with  \ke  children  of  the  labourer, 
a  little  coosidcratbn  will  show  that  this  is  not  s«flficieat  to  coantert>a)a'nce 
the  advantages  of  such  a  school.     If  tke  obje^ion  appAy  to  the  play- 
grouxMl,  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  the  case  of  a^aod  parish  sdioel 
it  is  always  under  the  eye  of  a  watchful  master  and  diligeRt  assitftaats. 
If  the  objection  be  apf^lied  to  the  road  to  and  from  Khool,  this  applies 
to  all  day  schools  as  much  as  to  the  parish  school,  9md  it  May  be  pre- 
vented by  sending  the  children  to  school  under  the  care  of  some  one,  md 
by  seadiog  for  them  when  school  is  over.    In  the  case  of  the  ahore- 
mentiooed  school  at  King's  Somborne,  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Dawes  tn  1847, 
that  '*  the  increase  of  the  aomber  of  children  who  pay  by  the  qaairter  in 
etch  successive  year  (sut^  being  the  children  of  all  but  the  dsy   la- 
bourer) shows  very  distinctly  that  the  prejudice  in  the  classes  aibeve  the 
labourer,  against  sending  their  children  to  our  National  School,  is  gradaa^y 
^ving  way.'*     **  The  farmer,"  in  the  words  of  the  same  writer,  "is  sore 
to  take  advantage  of  a  good  education  brought  bona  to  him  very  cheap 
and  when  practically  within  his  reach,  however  nraeh,  as  a  matiter  of 
theory,  he  may  object  to  his  children  mixbg  with  those  of  the  labowrer. 
He  finds  also  that  the  labourer's  child  leaves  school  at  ten  or  eleven  years 
of  age,  his  own  remains  to  fourteen,  and  has  in  those  two  or  three  years 
of  additional  schooling  all  the  adyantages  he  would  wish  for."     Besidts, 
it  is  obvious  that,  as  the  prejudice  here  alloded  to  gives  way,  a  greater 
number  of  children  of  those  above  the  labouring  class  wili  be  sent  to  these 
acbools,  and  so  the  farmer  will  find  in  his  neighbouring  farraen'  children 
equals  and  fit  companbns  for  his  own. 

If  it  be  objected,  that  the  farmer  appears  to  receive  chaHty,  if  he  uses 
the  same  school  with  those  he  employs,  it  may  be  answered  tlnrt  he  can 
easily  clear  himself  on  this  score,  not  only  by  the  qtuarterly  payment 
which  in  his  <»i8e  would  be  higher  than  that  of  the  labowrer,  bat  also  by 
becoming  himsdf  a  subscriber  to  the  school.  The  <{Qasta4y  payments  at 
King's  Somborne  are  6«.  for  parishioners,  attd  10s.  £or  fian^pavislmmers. 


*  ^The  Fanron*  Csae  ifith  regard  to  Edvcafioti,  plainly  stated.'^    Bj  Rev.  J. 
demote,  UJL,,  of  Upton  St.  LooMrd's,  if,  24«    (Loadan :  Rrrhq^on.) 
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The  sum  proposed  by  Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  1849,  to  be  paid  for  the  children 
of  larmers  and  tradesmen  at  the  National  School  at  Tam worth,  was  21,  a 
year,  or  \ih.  quarterly «  which  was  to  be  applied  withont  exception  to  the 
benefit  of  the  poor.  The  charge  for  books  he  then  stated  would  not  be 
naore  than  Sss  or  6«.  a  year. 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  education  provided  in  such  schools,  we  believe- 
that  the  description  which  Mr.  Clements  has  given  of  that  which  it  is 
bis  wish  should  be  furnished  in  his  own  school  at  Upton  St.  Leonard's, 
represents  very  correctly  the  sentiments  of  the  clergy  generally ;  and  we 
doubt  not,  but  that  where  the  clergy  meet  with  proper  assistance  and 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  laity,  such   a  standard  will  be  readily 
attained.     His  words  are: — **We  desire  the  instruction  given  by  us  in 
our  schools  to  be  plain,  solid,  and  useful ;  and  we  have  more  at  heart 
the  training  of  our  children  in  their  duty  to  God  and  to  their  neighbour, 
than  their  mere  advancement  in  knowledge.  We  wish  to  help  those  parents 
who  commit  their  children  to  us,  in  what  we  believe  to  be  a  parent's  chief 
work,  the  formation  of  his  children's  character  for  usefulness  here  and 
happiness  hereafter.     And  we  look  for  a  large  measure  of  success  in  those 
cases  only,  where  the  training  given  in  school  is  supported  by  the  words, 
principles,  asd  habits  of  home.     Of  course,  our  instruction  roust  vary 
with  the  ages  of  the  children.  We  desire,  first  of  all,  a  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Bible  history,  and  a  practical  and  intelligent  knowledge  of  the 
doctrines  and  daties  taught  in  the  Creeds  and  formularies  of  our  Church, 
which  are  all  drawn  from  the  Bible  itself.     As  objects  of  next  impoitance 
to  these,  we  would  have  all  read  fluently  and  with  ease,  write,  plainly 
and  correctly^  and  learn  so  much  arithmetic  as  would  enable  them  to 
keep  a  trade  account.     We  would  teach  besides,  the  elements  of  Eng- 
lish  gramaaar,  of  geography   and   history,   especially  that  of  our  own 
country  and  Chsrcli.  To  these  things  we  would  add  the  practice  of  simple 
vocal  music  as  a  recreation  to  the  children  after  other  more  serious  work, 
and  an  innocent  amusement  for  their  own  firesides.     And  in  the  case  of 
the  girls,  more  than  two  hours  in  each  day  is  set  apart  for  sewing,  knitting, 
and  other  useful  needlework.     Such  is  our  standard  of  instruction  here. 
Some  probably  would  go  beyond  it,  and  many  we  fear  would  fall  short 
of  it ;  but  such  solid  and  useful    knowledge  we  a|p  at  giving    to  all 
scholars  in  our  schools." 

Such  is  the  nature  of  the  instruction  which  Mr.  Clements  recommends 
to  be  provided  for  farmers'  children,  in  the  superior  kind  of  parish  schools  ; 
and  if  the  plan  which  he  proposes  were  widely  carried  out,  such  schools 
might  also  be  used  as  preparatory  for  middle  schools  of  a  superior  class, 
such  as  that  at  Hurstpierpoint,  or  the  old  endowed  grammar  schools 
where  they  hfnre  been  a-ltered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  which  we 
have  above  alluded  to.  We  heartily  concur  with  him  in  his  advice  to 
the  farmers  to  take  up  the  education  of  their  children  in  earnest,  and  to 
do  so  now ;  because,  as  he  expresses  it,  after  a  few  more  years  of  stand- 
ing still  on  their  part,  it  will  be  far  harder  for  them  than  it  is  now,  to 
advance  their  children's  education  to  its  proper  distance  above  that  of  the 
laBourers. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  glad  to  notice  one  or  two  facts,  which  prove  that 
some  of  the  leading  members  of  the  agricultural  body  are  alive  to  the  im- 
portance of  the- subject  which  we  have  been  considering.  We  allude  to  a 
resolut'ion  recently  passed  by  the  London  Farmers*  Club  to  the  effect  that 
a  more  extended  and  improved  system  of  intellectual,  industrial,  and 
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moral  education  is  highly  expedient,  and  would  contribute  not  only  to  the 
advantage  of  the  agricultural  classes,  but  to  that  of  the  public  at  large. 
We  have  also  just  seen  a  published  letter  addressed  by  a  clergyman  to  the 
members  of  the  West  of  £ngland  Agricultural  Society,  on  the  subject  of 
an  improved  system  of  agricultural  instruction  and  training  for  the  sons 
of  the  yeomanry  of  the  West  of  England.  In  that  letter  it  is  stated  that 
a  plan  and  system  are  being  matured  by  the  best  professional  aid,  which , 
it  is  hoped,  may  be  in  a  sufficient  state  of  forwardness  to  be  presented  to 
the  agricultural  world  for  consideration,  by  the  time  fixed  for  their  exhi- 
bition meeting  in  May. 


<« 


tt 


STYLE.— FURTHER  REMARKS  ON  BREVITY. 

Brevity  is  very  good. 

If  we  are,  or  are  not  understood." — Butler, 

Yet  'tis  amazing  so  much  eloquence 

Should  be  attended  with  so  little  sense  ; 

For  words  and  wit  did  anciently  agree. 

And  Tully  was  no  fool,  though  this  man  be." — Dryden. 

It  is  well  in  speaking  of  faults  to  be  able  fairly  to  lay  our  finger  on  the 
blot,  so  that  there  can  be  no  mistake  about  it ;  and  this  can  generally  be 
be  done  in  the  case  of  offences  against  brevity.  As,  for  instance,  in  the 
first  place,  where  we  have  downright  wanton  repetition.  We  say  wanton ; 
because  the  most  obtuse  have  at  least  some  idea  of  what  they  want  to 
say^  and  some  slight  notion  of  the  meaning  of  the  words  which  they  em- 
ploy to  express  it ;  they  have  sense  enough  to  know  whether  they  are 
saying  precisely  the  same  thing  twice  over  in  the  same  sentence.  Yet  the 
fault  here  referred  to,  has  been  committed  by  some  of  our  most  powerful 
writers;  and,  therefore,  our  most-educated  readers  Qpgbt  not  to  hold 
themselves  above  the  warning.  Take  the  following  passage  from  Burke's 
speech  on  American  taxation.  When  speaking  of  Lord  Chatham's  ad- 
ministration, he  says : — 

^*'  He  made  an  administration  so  checkered  and  speckled ;  he  put  together  a 
piece  of  joinery  so  crossly  indented,  and  whimsically  dovetailed;  a  cabinet  so 
variously  inlaid ;  such  a  piece  of  diversified  mosaic ;  such  a  tesselated  pave- 
ment without  cement,  here  a  bit  of  black  stone  and  there  a  bit  of  white ;  patriots 
and  courtiers,"  &c.  r-^^^^ 

Every  one  knows  what  has  long  been  a  proverb, ''  No  man  is  a  hero 
to  his  own  valet."  We  take  the  opening  clause  of  No.  51,  of  Johnson's 
'*  Idler,"  and  read  as  follows  : — 

"  It  has  been  been  commonly  remarked  that  eminent  men  are  least  eminent  at 
home,  that  bright  characters  lose  much  of  their  splendour  at  a  nearer  view,  and 
many  who  fill  the  world  with  their  fame,  excite  very  little  reverence  among  those 
that  surround  them  in  their  domestic  privacies." 

What  fiimsy  impudent  reiteration!  He  first  tells  us  that  what  he  is 
going  to  say  is  a  familiar  truth,  and  then  gives  it  us  three  times  over. 

Another  form  of  prolixity  is,  where  we  have  the  affectation  of  marking 
by  distinctive  epithets  differences  not  worth  observing,  as  in  Sheridan's 
motion  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  police  of  Westminster. 

"  It  was  not  a  dead  and  slavish  quiet,  it*was  not  a  passive  calm  and  sidftnission, 
that  were  the  ultimate  objects  of  police  in  such  a  state ;  but  as  much  good  order 
as  was  consistent  with  the  active,  busy,  and  hustUng  genius  of  liberty." 
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And  this  at  the  very  bpeniDg  of  a  speech!  Had  any  one  said  to 
Sheridan^  "This  is  mere  stuff/'  he  woald  of  course  have  laughed  and 
acknowledged  it ;  and,  perhaps,  have  added,  that  too  many  ideas  might 
give  the  country  gentlemen  the  headache. 

Another  form  is  the  use  of  the  worn-out  metaphor.  Metaphors 
resemble  clothes  in  more  ways  than  one.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  used 
by  savages  awkwardly,  and  as  a  matter  of  necessity.  The  skin  though 
placed  on  the  man's  back,  still  shows  the  form  of  the  beast  from  which  it 
was  torn.  Next,  they  are  used  by  the  civilized  and  polished  for  ornament 
or  distinction.  Lastly,  when  worn  bare,  they  are  thrown  to  the  poor 
and  to  beggars,  to  become  once  more  the  mere  shelters  of  nakedness ;  and 
80  the  end  is  worse  than  the  beginning.  It  is  now  ten  times  better  to  say 
at  once,  '*  he  succeeded,"  than,  '*  his  efforts  were  crowned  with  success.*' 
The  latter  form,  once  a  striking  metaphor,  has  now  become  a  mere  cant, 
ing  phrase  ;  all  its  vividness  is  gone ;  and  there  are  scores  of  these  faded 
forms  of  speech  in  our  ordinary  English  diction,  still  retaining  all  the 
lengthy  inconvenient  form  of  metaphor  with  none  of  its  realising  effect. 

Again,  we  have  numerous  forms  of  speech  which  come  as  matters  of 
course,  and  have  long  ceased  to  irritate  the  mind  into  a  state  of  attention ; 
absurd  explicatives  and  expletives,  habitual  but  unnecessary  circumlocu- 
tions. We  take  up  one  of  the  sermons  of  the  great  Hall  of  Leicester,  and 
find  these  prolongers  of  parlance  by  the  dozen.  A  thing  is  not  only  indis- 
tinct, but  it  is  '*  vague  and  indistinct.^*  It  cannot  be  the  case  without 
being  **  unquestionably  the  case  " — the  end,  is  the  ** ultimate  end.**  If 
the  attention  is  fixed,  it  must  be  ^*  closely  fixed^  Almost  every  adap- 
tation is  an  ^*  exquisite  adaptation" — every  dependence,  an  *' absolute  de^ 
pendence" — every  conviction,  of  course,  a  *^deep  conviction^* — every 
purpose,  an  "  express  purpose.**  Expostulation,  is  **  the  language  of  ca?- 
postulation,**  The  character  will  not  do,  but  it  must  be  the*'  temper  and 
character,*' — of  which  the  latter,  of  course,  includes  the  former.  Then 
there  is  the  trick  in  the  arrangement  of  clauses ;  the  ''  not  only, — ^but,'' 
the  "not  only  not, — but,"  and  twenty  other  ways  of  exhausting  breath 
and  filling  paper.  If  a  man  shows  by  the  force  of  his  sentiments  and  the 
general  style  of  his  writing  that  he  is  in  earnest,  there  is  no  need  of  all 
this  superfluous  assurance ;  but  generally  the  weaker  the  sentiment,  the 
stronger  the  asseveration.  How  different  all  this  from  the  Holbein-hke 
square  crude  economy  of  many  of  our  earliest  writers  I  But  if  such  men 
as  those  from  whom  we  have  been  quoting,  men  able,  if  they  chose,  to 
double  charge  their  sentences  with  truth  and  meaning,  have  fiallen  into 
this  error,  how  much  more  their  inferiors  ?  We  should  say,  indeed,  that 
our  language  itself  was  declining,  were  not  the  fault  clearly  that  of  indi- 
viduals and  known  by  themselves  to  be  so.  Oh  what  havoc,  by  enforc- 
ing brevity,  should  we  then  make  in  third-rate  reviews,  in  middle  class 
prize-essays,  in  quack  doctors'  advertisements,  in  biographies  of  worthy 
men  by  weak  sons-in-law,  in  holiday  letters  from  mercantile  schools,  writ- 
ten under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  master ;  in  the  corre- 
spondence of  feeble-minded  but  affectionate  friends;  in  the  epistolary 
sheets  which  we  are  ashamed  to  leave  empty,  addressed  to  people  to  whom 
we  have  nothing  to  say ;  in  vestry,  nay,  in  pulpit  eloquence,  in  the  elo- 
quence of  the  hustings,  and  of  St.  Stephen's  !* 


*  We  are  tempted  to  submit  to  oar  readers  the  following  plan  for  expediting  the 
btuiness  of  our  public  ooancils.    We  would  suggest  tbat  a  black  board,  si nilar  to  those 
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In  the  present  day«  there  are  many  temptations  to  diffuseness,  especially^ 
the  temptation  of  example.  The  newspapers  which,  as  Crabbe  says,*  are 
'*  something  to  all  men,  and  to  some  men  all,"  though  written  in  many 
cases  with  admirable  ability,  are  obliged,  in  the  prolonged  discussions  on 
public  questions,  to  preach  doiens  of  sermons  on  the  same  text,  and  under 
varied  forms  to  say  over  and  over  again  the  same  thing;  indeed,  their 
chief  talent  is  shown  in  meeting  this  difficulty  ;  they  remind  sometimes  of 
the  ingenuity  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  forefathers,  who,  in  one  of  their  poems, 
succeeded  in  finding  out  twenty-eight  paraphrases  and  periphrases  for 
Noah's  ark. 

By  the  aid  of  those  artifices  of  enlargement  which  we  have  been  de- 
cribing,  vre  would  undertake  to  occupy  twenty  minutes  with  matter 
which  a  sensible  man  could  write,  in  short  hand  on  the  nails  of  his  five 
fingers,  in  two.  Nay,  these  blown  up  gooseberry  skins  will  sometimes  go 
off  with  no  slight  crack  of  applause  from  the  collision  of  hands,  where 
there  is  a  sufficient  amount  of  false  fervour  and  manual  gesticulation  ;  and 
where,  as  Charles  the  Second  was  wont  to  say,  the  nonsense  of  the 
speaker  suits  the  nonsense  of  the  audience.  And  all  this  miserable  stuff 
is  called  *'  great  command  of  language  "* !  Command  of  music  on  the^ 
barrel  organ. 

We  are  speaking,  however,  chiefly  of  single  sentences,  well  knowing- 
that  if  we  take  care  of  the  sentences  (as  they  say  of  pence),  the  speeches 
and  essays  will  take  care  of  themselves ;  but  a  warning  is  required  here. 
Many  a  man  in  speaking  really  begins  with  thoughts,  who,  from  some  in* 
f^iuation,  is  content  to  go  on  with  words,  because  speak  he  will  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  whether  matter  serve  him  or  not ;  thereby  reminding  us  of  that 
famous  Samoan  cataract,  described  by  yoyagers,  which  leaves  the  summit 
of  its  precipice  with  a  good  vohtmc  of  water ;  but  having  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  to  fall,  loses  its  body  and  is  scattered  into  mist.     This  is 

used  ofUn  hi  oar  schools,  only  considerably  larger,  should  be  placed  in  some  conspiciio 
ous  sitnatien  in  the  House  of  Cooamoiis.  A  mixed  committee  of  the  most  experienced 
members  might  easily  settle  the  really  valid  and  important  arguments  pro  and  con.  oxk 
grand  public  questiooa,  abbreviate  and  arrange  them  under  heads,  which  might  then  be 
chalked  in  large  letters  on  the  right  and  left  side  of  the  board,  and  numbered.  An  ho- 
nourable member  might  then,  instead  of  taking  up  the  time  of  the  house  frith  vapid 
repetition,  simply  observe,  "  The  arguments  which  I  would  wish  to  urge  upon  the  notice 
ol  the  house,  are  numbers  two,  five,  mud  six."  An  usher  would  then  point  with  m  long 
rod,  a  fishing-rod  would  serve  the  purpose  very  well,  to  the  numbers  in  question.  Aa 
opponent  might  immediately  rise  and  reply,'*  I  am  indebted  to  number  fifteen  especially, 
for  the  conviction  which  has  led  me  to  take  a  view  of  this  question  totally  different  from 
that  of  my  honourable  friend/'  As  this  process  might  grow  rather  dull,  and  finish  off 
public  business  with  indecent  rapidity,  it  should  be  permitted  to  honourable  mem- 
bers slightly  to  vary  the  mode  of  proceedings;  as  thus, "  With  the  Speaker's  permission, 
I  think  I  could  illustrate  number  thirteen  by  a  very  apt  simile.''  **  I  have  one  or  two 
ascertained  facts  bearing  upon  four,  which  I  am  certain  must  have  escaped  the  notice 
of  the  honourable  framers  of  the  board."  "  Will  the  house  lend  me  their  attention  for 
a  rather  good  joke  which  will  I  think  fit  three  admirably  ?"  **  I  appeal  for  permission  te 
state  twelve  briefly,  but  with  an  entire  change  of  diction,  such,  I  think,  as  will  be  cal- 
culated to  make  it  produce  a  far  stronger  impression  on  the  house  than  it  can  possibly 
do  in  the  form  in  which  it  at  present  stands."  Honourable  gentlemen  would  thus  get 
to  bed  iu  proper  time,  the  ineubi  would  have  no  time  to  squat  themselves  upon  a  drowsy 
house,  and  we  should  get  to  know  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  who  were  the  ready,  acute, 
well-informed,  and  original  members,  and  who  not.  At  the  hustings  honourable  gen- 
tlemen  would  still  have  the  opportunity  of  expressing  their  convictions  in  all  their 
plenitude. 

*  An  expression,  by  the  by,  borrowed  almost  word  for  word  from  Burke,  who  was 
Crabbe's  friend  and  patron. 
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often  the  real  fault  when  the  hearers,  fatigued  with  repetition,  though 
scarcely  conscious  of  it,  exclaim — "  It  was  good,  but  too  long."  Do  not, 
then,  pour  out  all  your  real  strength  at  first ;  rather  let  there  be  a  dawn- 
ing, and  then  as  you  proceed,  like  the  day,  let  your  purpose  become  more 
clear  and  your  warmth  more  fervent,  only  leave  off  before  twilight. 

And  here  we  will  give  a  few  words  on  that  passionate  volubility  to 
irhich  we  briefly  alluded  in  our  last.  The  want  of  brevity  may  be  ex- 
cused when  the  force  of  passion  atones  for  it ;  but  it  must  be  real  passion, 
for  it  is  very  difficult  to  simulate  here,  even  with  the  most  ignorant.  Ex- 
cept where  a  man  by  effort  can  command  an  almost  choking  calmness, 
the  force  of  passion  tends  to  vent  itself  in  a  multitude  of  words.  In  such 
appeals  even  thickly  crowded  epithets  seem  only  to  be  as  feathers — 
speeding,  pointing,  and  steadying  the  arrow.  The  spirit  of  man  when 
thoroughly  roused,  whether  it  be  angel  or  devil  that  speaks  in  him,  com- 
mands the  spirit  of  man — charms  and  chains  his  attention ;  at  such  a 
time  we  listen  to  volleys  of  words,  nay,  to  the  same  word  over  and  over 
again  repeated  ;  which,  if  tamely  uttered,  would  only  provoke  contempt. 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  speaks  of  those — 

''Whose  natural  eloquence  appears  in  speaking  a  language  which  they  can 
scarce  be  said  to  understand,  a^d  who,  without  knowing  the  appropriate  expres- 
sion of  scarce  any  one  idea,  contrive  to  communicate  the  lively  and  forcible  im- 
pressions of  an  energetic  mind."— Lec/ure  on  Painting, 

If  mere  natural  and  ordinary  vigour  can  do  this,  far  more  can  excited 
feeling.  When  the  soul  thus  summons  the  soul,  the  proudest  intellect 
will,  for  the  time,  bow  to  its  inferior.  The  very  repetition  may  be  nature's 
provided  antidote  for  that  confusion  in  the  mind  of  the  hearer,  which  the 
fierce  hurry  of  utterance  might  cause  if  combined  with  great  conciseness 
of  expression.  Tliere  seems  to  be  a  sacred  power  in  the  human  voice 
when,  with  little  or  no  premeditation,  it  relieves  the  fulness  of  the  heart ; 
a  power  which  causes  no  tedium,  and  submits  to  no  criticism. 

"  Whilst  working  from  the  heart  the  fire  I  trace,     ..,^^i^ 
And  mark  it  strongly  flaming  to  the  face ; 
Whilst  in  each  word  I  hear  the  very  man, 
I  can't  catch  words,  and  pity  those  who  can."— -Churghill,  Rosciad, 

But,  in  writing,  the  reader  is  cool  enough  to  judge,  and  the  writer  is 
supposed  to  be  cool  enough  to  select  and  reject,  and  mere  verbiage  de- 
liberately offered  is  no  less  deliberately  condemned ;  few,  indeed,  are 
those  who  have  the  power,  of  giving  passion  on  paper  with  ail  its  pecu- 
liarities and  infirmities  of  expression. 

Must  every  thing,  then,  be  said  in  the  shortest  way  possible?  Not 
necessarily,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  judicious  expansion,  we  have  many 
instances  of  it.     Take  the  following  sentiment : — 

"  Heaven  infatuates,  when  it  determines  to  destroy."— 

Dr.  Young,  Letter  11.  on  Pleasure. 

Let  Shakespeare  expand  it : — 

"  For  when  we  in  our  viciousness  grow  hard. 
Oh !  misery  on't !  the  wise  gods  seal  our  eyes 
With  our  own  filth,  drop  our  clear  judgments,  make  us 
Adore  our  errors,  laugh  at  us  while  we  strut 
To  our  confusion." — Antony  and  Cleopatra. 

How  triumphantly  is  the  thought  borne  on,  not  by  a  mere  rabble  of  palit  y 
words,  but  by  a  succession  of  new  and  forcible  metaphors  ! 
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Tftke  again  Shakespeare  in  tlie  brief. 

"  Young  gentlemen  would  be  as  sad  as  night 
Only  for  wantonness." 

Wordswortb»  wiih  his  niee  perception  of  the  state  of  feeling  here  in» 
tended,  and  his  adnif able  judgment  in.  the  selection  of  language,  expands* 
what  has  only  beeji  briefly  touched  upon  by  Shakespeare,  and  insinuatet- 

the  cause. 

"  Sad  fancies  wouXd  he  then  affect. 
In  luxury  of  disrespect 
To  his  own  prodigal  excess 
Of  too  familiar  happiness." 

We  will  take  two  writers  remarkable  for  conciseness. 
Bishop  Hall  (Contemplations,  B.  IV.  xxx.)  unconsciously  using  tbe- 
words  oi  a  classical  writer,  says : — 

''The  act  of  death  hatih  not  in  it  so  much  misery  and  horror  as  the  pomp  of 
death." 

Lord  Bacon,  who  was  familiar  with  the  word  pomp  in  this  connection,, 
and  with  all  that  it  implies,  saw  that  extreme  brevity  might  here  be  well 
sacrificed ;  that  he  could  make  the  gloomy  train  glide  swiftly  by  with  eSset^ 
and  would  not  lose  the  opportunity. 

*'  By  him  that  spake  only  as  a  philosopher  and  natural  man  it  was  well  said^ 
<Pompa  mortis  magis  terrat  quam  mors  ipsa.'  Groans,  and  connOsions,  and  a 
discoloured  face,  and  friends  weeping,  and  blacks,  and  obsequies,  and  the  like» 
show  death  terrible.  "-"J^««ay  on  Death, 

Young,  in  his  Fourth  Night,  gives  us  the  train  far  less  skilfully  ;  but 
closes  his  passage  with  one  of  those  lines  which  shows  him  to  have  been  & 
master  of  condensation. 


ft 


The  knell,  the  shroud,  the  mattock,  and  the  grave. 
The  deep  damp  vault,  the  darkness,  and  the  worm ; 
These  are  the  bugbears  of  a  winter's  eve. 

The  terrors  of  the  living,  not  the  dead ! 

•  *  •  •  • 

Man  makes  a  death  which  nature  never  made ; 
Then,  on  the  point  of  bis  own  fancy  falls. 
And  feels  a  thousand  deaths  in  fearing  one.^ 


if 


It  may  be  as  well  here  to  remark,  for  the  benefit  of  students  of  style^ 
that  Bacon,*'  Bishop  Hall,  and  Feltham  are  the  best  models  of  a  curt  and 
full  style.     Feltham  professes  it  to  be  his  aim.     In  his  **  Resolve  upon 
preaching,"  he  gives  us  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  his  reasons  for  it ; 
not  that  the  passage  is  by  any  means  a  favourable  specimen  of  him  : — 

■  I  ■  I  I  ■  I     I    ■      Mil     I  ■  I  I.     I.  ■  P  I  ■  J  I      ■  ■    -'—  I    I  ».^^-^^^ 

*  No  one  has  been  more  acute  in  detecting  all  the  **  solemn  and  formal"  arts  of 
elongation  than  Lord  Bacon — all  the  tricks  by  which  much  can  be  madb  out  of  little. 
He  shows  this  in  speaking  of  the  apho^stic  style. 

"  The  writing  in  aphorisms  hath  many  excellent  virtues  whereto  the  writing  in  me- 
thod doth  not  approach.  For  first  it  trieth  the  writer,  whether  he  be  superficial  or 
solid ;  for  aphorisms,  except  they  should  be  ridiculous^  cannot  be  made  but  out  of  the 
pith  and  heart  of  sciences;  for  discourse  of  illustration  is  cut  oif ;  recitals  of  examples- 
are  cut  off;  discourse  of  connection  and  order  is  cut  off;  descriptions  of  practice  are  cut 
off;  so  there  remaineth  nothing  to  fill  the  aphorisms  but  some  good  quantity  of  obser- 
yation :  and  therefore  no  man  can  suffice,  nor  in  reason  will  attempt  to  write  aphorisms, 
but  he  that  is  sound  and  grounded :  but  in  method 

'  Tantum  series  juncturaque  pollet, 
Tantum  de  medio  aumptis  accedit  honoris,' 
that  a  man  shall  make  a  great  show  of  an  art  which,  if  it  were  disjointed,  would  come  to 
little.     Secondly,  methods  are  more  fit  to  win  consent  or  belief,  but  less  fit  to  point  t^. 
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'*  Long  and  distended  clauses  are  both  tedious  to  the  ear,  and  difficult  for 
their  retaininnf.  A  sentence  well  couched  takes  both  the  sense  and  the  under* 
istanding.  I  love  not  those  cart-rope  speeches  that  are  longer  than  the  memory 
of  man  can  fathom." 

All  these  writers  seem  to  be  well  aware  that  their  style  presses  hardly 
(though  not  unhealthily)  on  the  attention  and  understanding,  and  tacitly 
to  acknowledge  it  by  making  their  essays,  when  they  are  writing  on  any 
single  subject,  as  short  as  their  sentences  are  full.  We  do  not  recommend 
an  a\^solute  imitation  of  them  ;  but  we  think  that  the  study  of  their  works 
would  be  a  good  corrective  for  the  too  great  diffuseness  of  ordinary  writers 
in  the  present  day. 

Much  as  we  dislike  many  of  his  sentiments,  there  is  only  one  popular 
.  writer  of  our  own  time  who  writes  with  the  same  brevity  and  the  same 
fulness  of  meaning — Emerson  the  American.  We  do  not  point  out  the 
following  as  a  plagiarism  : — 

''  Surely,  if  the  generous  man  considers,  he  shall  Bnd  he  pays  not  so  mnrh  for 
anything  as  he  does  for  what  is  given  him.  I  would  not,  if  I  could,  receive 
favours  of  my  friends,  unless  I  could  re-render  them." — Feltham,  Resolve 
LXV,,  en  Courtesies, 

"  Has  a  man  gained  anything  who  has  received  a  hundred  favours  and  ren- 
dered none  ?    Has  he  gained  by  borrowing,  through  indolence  or  cunning,  his 

neighbour's  wares,  or  horses,  or  money  ? He  may  soon  come  to  see 

that  he  had  better  have  broken  his  own  bones  than  have  ridden  in  his  neigh- 
bour's coach,  and  that  the  highest  price  he  can  pay  for  a  thing  is  to  ask  for  it." 
-—Emerson's  Essay  on  Compensation. 

We  see,  on  referring,  that  the  last  clause  is  put  in  inverted  commas ;  how- 
ever, the  passage  will  serve  to  show  the  characteristics  of  Emerson's  style. 

There  is  a  very  common  mistake  made  by  those  who  speak,  without 
much  knowledge,  of  our  old  English  writers ;  namely,  that  they  are  nearly 
all  very  concise  and  full  of  matter.  This  is  not  the  case  :  for  instance,  we 
take  up  a  volume  of  Sir  Henry  ElhVs  collection  of  Letters  of  Dis- 
tinguished Persons  lying  before  us,  and  find  some  of  them  full  of  repeti- 
tions, of  precisely  the  same  class  with  those  complained  of  at  the 
commencement  of  this  paper.  Terseness  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  an  indi- 
vidual merit.  The  words,  indeed,  by  which  these  repetitions  were  expressed, 
have  a  certain  quaintness;  and  as  they  differ  greatly  from  those  now  in 
tise«  they  set  readers  thinking,  and  this  perhaps  is  the  cause  of  the  current 
impression. 

Look  at  the  following  passage  in  one  of  the  famous  Latimer's  Sermons. 
Mere  chatter,  and  excusable  only  as  addressed  to  the  ignorant  or  semi* 
attentive : — 

'^ There  is  one  that  passeth  all  other  and  is  the  most  diligent  prelate  and 
preacher  in  all  England.  And  will  you  know  who  it  is  ?  I  will  tell  you.  It  is 
the  devil.  He  is  the  most  diligent  preachei'  of  all  others.  He  is  never  out  of  his 
diocese ;  ke  is  never  from  his  cure  ;  ye  shall  never  find  him  unoccupied ;  he  is 
ever  in  his  parish  :  he  keepeih  residence  at  all  times  ;  ye  shall  never  find  him  out 
cf  the  way  ;  call  for  him  when  you  will  he  is  ever  at  home,  tiie  diligentest  preacher  i 
in  all  the  realme  ;  he  is  ever  at  his  plough ;  no  lording  or  loitering  can  hinder 
faim;  he  is  ever  applying  to  his  busyness;  ye  shall  never  fynde  him  idle,  I  warrant 

yoii." 

' »    I      '  I   .  ■  I    ■    I  I  ■  ■  ■ — ■■■■'■'■     ■     i  ■  i ■  ill      I       I  —  ■■  «  I  ■ 

action  ;  for  tbey  carry  a  kind  of  demonstration  in  orb  or  circle,  one  part  illaminatiag 
another,  and  therefore  satisfy.  But  particulars,  being  dispersed,  do  best  agree  with 
dispersed  directions :  and  lastly,  aphorisms,  representing  a  knowledge  broken,  do  invite 
men  to  inqaire  further;  whereas,  methods,  carrying  the  show  of  a  total,  do  secure  men 
if  tbqr  were  at  Cartbest." 
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We  could  adduce  many  instances  of  the  same  kind  from  the  early 
writers.     It  b  strange  indeed  that  in  an  efficient,  and  silent,  and  generally 
cool  people,  like  the  English,  there  should  have  been  this  tendency ;  a 
priori,   something  far  more   laconic  might  have  been  expected.     Inde- 
pendently, however,  of  the  English  character,  great  has  been  the  variety 
of  influences  under  which  our  national  style  of  expression  has  been  formed. 
The  old  Saxon  prose  is  generally  close,  as  opposed  to  the  poetical  style 
which,  as  has  been  hinted  already,  was  one  of  laborious  diffuseness — an 
effort  of  ingenuity  and  a  childish  display  of  diction.     The  subsequeot  in- 
troduction and  admiration  of  the  better  classical  authors  would,  as   a 
general  effect,  tend  to  favour  brevity,  whilst  familiarity  with  the  classical 
languages  rendering  our  own  more  composite,  and  supplying  synonymes, 
afforded  ample  means  for  repetition,  and  tempted  to  it.     Then  the  influ- 
ence of  our  higher  authors  and  their  compactness  of  expression  is  transient 
and   accidental   as  compared  with   that  of  weekly  sermons  and   daily 
journab,  the  authors  of  which  are  compelled  to  keep  up  a  permanent 
supply,  often  of  words  in  default  of  matter.     Add  to  this  that  the  majority 
of  bearers  and  readers  love  to  have  their  own  prejudices,  or  the  truths  to 
which  they  have  once  given  their  adherence,  dished,  up  for  them  in  as 
many  forms  as  possible,  every  essential  novelty,  as  demanding  a  fresh  start 
ef  thought,  being  intolerably  fatiguing. 

— ""►^"^^^'■^^■^•■""""^""■■""^"■^^"^^^"^■^•'^^^■"^^ 

ON  THE  PROGRESS  OF  GEOGRAPHY  AS  A  BRANCH  OF 

POPULAR  EDUCATION. 
Perhaps  no  branch  of  popular  education  has  made  more  progress  of  late 
years,  or  has  conduced  more  to  the  general  improvement  of  the  minds  of 
children,  than  geography. 

At  the  time  when  attention  first  began  to  be  prominently  directed  to  the 
neagre  and  defective  character  of  the  instruction  given  in  our  elementary 
schools,  even  the  merest  rudiments  of  geography  were  seldom  taught  to 
the  children  of  the  poor.  The  subject  had,  in  ^ct,  been  almost  entirely 
neglected  as  a  branch  of  popular  education. 

This  ref  n!ted,  not  only  from  the  incompetency  of  the  schoohnasters.  to 
give  the  ii> .;  ruction,  but  more  particularly  from  the  prejudice  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  minds  of  persons  of  higher  rank  against  the  teaching  of  this 
and  some  other  branches  of  knowledge  in  these  schools. 

The  value  of  geography  to  the  poorer  classes  was  then  not  sufficiently 
understood.  It  is  now  recognised  as  a  branch  of  useful  knowledge,  which 
means,  at  the  present  day,  knowledge  useful  to  the  industrious  classes. 

This  result  has  been  brought  about  by  enlightened  friends  of  educa- 
tion, who  have  desired  all  along  to  raise  the  material  as  well  as  the  mental 
condition  of  the  poor,  and  who  have  believed  that  any  improvement  in  the 
latter  would  not  fail  to  react  upon  the  former.  They  saw  that  instruction 
in  geography  would  not  only  afford  the  children  of  the  poor  an  ad- 
ditional moral  and  intellectual  cultivation,  by  opening  to  their  view  the  vast 
displays  of  God's  glory  and  goodness  in  the  various  regions  of  the  eartb» 
and  by  teaching  them  the  laws  by  which  physical  phenomena  are  regu- 
lated ;  but  that  it  would  be  of  practical  service  to  them,  by  enabling  tbem 
to  understand  the  commercial  relations  in  which  the  different  parts  of  their 
own  country  stand  with  one  another  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  in  after 
life  to  judge  for  themselves  on  the  subject  of  emigration. 

In  this  last  respect,  geographical  knowledge  is  justly  considered  as  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  labouring  classes.     Many  true  philanthro- 


AS   A   BRANCH   07    POPULAR   EDUCATION.  169 

pists  among  our  own  conntrymen  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Government  has 
done  far  too  little  to  promote  the  emigration  of  the  overcrowded  masses  of 
our  people.  At  any  rate,  so  long  as  the  matter  is  left  chiefly  in  the  hands 
of  private  companies,  it  is  the  more  incumbent  upon  the  promoters  of  edu- 
cation to  diffuse  as  much  information  as  possible  among  them  upon  sub* 
jects  connected  with  emigration,  that  at  least  they  may  be  saved  from 
becoming  the  victims  of  selfish  and  short-sighted  speculation,  and  be 
belter  able  to  judge  of  the  resources  of  the  land  to  which  they  purpose  to 
emigrate. 

Geography,  then,  may  render  the  poor  dissatisfied  with  their  condition, 
although  in  a  way  not  at  all  anticipated  by  those  who  object  to  its  being 
taught  to  them.  But  it  offers,  at  the  same  time,  a  remedy  for  the  dis- 
satisfaction which  it  creates,  if  only  the  Government  would  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  bring  this  remedy  within  their  reach.  Perhaps  we  should  rather 
say,  that  it  points  out  to  them  a  way  in  which  they  may  remove  the  real 
cause  of  their  dissatisfaction ;  for  we  very  much  doubt  whether  the  dis- 
satisfaction does  not  in  all  cases  exist  independently  of  any  information 
which  they  may  receive  upon  the  subject  of  emigration.  That  a  man 
with  a  large  family  should  have  been  in  necessitous  circumstances  for  any 
length  of  time  withopt  feeling  his  poverty,  is,  we  should  imagine,  rather 
less  likely  than  that,  like  M.  Jourdain,  in  Moli^re*s  comedy,  he  should 
liave  spoken  prose  all  his  life,  without  knowing  it. 

"  Where  ignorance  is  bliss  'tis  folly  to  be  wise," 
say  the  opponents  of  popular  education,  in  regard  to  emigration ;  but,  as 
we  cannot  bring  ourselves  to  believe  that,  in  this  particular  instance,  igno- 
rance really  is  bliss,  we  do  not  consider  it  folly  to  make  the  people  wise 
upon  the  subject. 

Nothing  is  more  indicative  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  of  late 
in  geographical  instruction,  not  merely  in  elementary  schools,  but  in 
schools  generally,  than  the  large  number  of  geographical  text- books  and 
maps  which  are  every  day  appearing.  Last  month,  we  had  to  notice  the 
two  school  Atlases  recently  published  by  Mr.  Keith  Johnson ;  and  this 
month,  we  have  received  three  geographical  text-books,  which  we  hope 
to  notice  in  the  present  Number. 

While  the  subject  was  so  generally  neglected  in  our  schools,  the  supply 
of  materials  for  teaching  it,  was  exceedingly  defective ;  publishers  and 
authors  did  not  find  it  worth  their  while  to  publish  boQks  for  which  there 
was  comparatively  little  demand.  Sir  James  Kay  Shuttleworth  (then  Dr« 
Kay)  and  Mr.  Tufnell,  in  their  report  on  the  Training  School  at  Battersea, 
in  i  8^1,  thus  allude  to  this  deficiency  : — 

'*  No  good  school  books  on  geography  exist,  and  the  maps  at  present  in  use 
are  mere  outlines,  neglecting  most  of  the  great  features  of  physical  geography, 
which  is  the  basis— -first,  of  the  geography  of  commerce  and  industry,  and  then 
(in  a  natural  series)  of  that  statistical  and  political  geography  which  should  form 
a  prominent  element  of  the  instruction  given  in  schools  for  the  middle  classes. 

"  Maps  are  wanted,  in  which  the  elevation  and  drainage  of  the  country  should 
be  faithfully  delineated,  giving  the  chief  coalfields  and  mineral  veins  and  beds*; 
containing  the  soundings  of  the  coast  and  harbours,  and  the  chief  means  of  in- 
ternal commercial  communication,  such  as  canals,  railroads,  &c.  On  this  basis 
should  be  depicted  in  colour,  the  great  agricultural  tracts,  as  distinguished  by 
soils ;  and  the  seats  of  the  chief  manutactures.  Along  the  coast,  the  chief 
streams  of  commerce  should  be  shown;  the  fisheries,  and  the  comparative 
amount  of  tonnage  entering  every  port.  The  use  of  a  few  symbols  would 
convey  much  important  information  respecting  our  internal  relations. 
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"  Geographies  should  be  prepared,  adapted  to  the  use  of  such  maps  both  by 
the  teacher  and  by  his  scholars.''* 

This  deficiency  has  now  been  amply  supplied,  so  as  almost  to  leave 
nothing  to  be  desired.  In  fact,  the  publication  of  cheap  and  excellent 
maps  and  works  on  geography  is  one  of  the  most  striking  features  in  the 
literature  of  the  day.  This  abundant  supply  of  apparatus,  combined  with 
the  important  assistance  which  the  promoters  of  schools  may  obtain  from, 
the  Government  towards  its  purchase,  now  affords  every  facility  for  the 
teaching  of  geography  in  our  elementary  schools. 

The  only  obstacle  now  to  the  diffusion  of  geographical  knowledge 
among  the  poor,  arises  from  an  opposition  similar  to  that  to  which  we  al-^ 
luded  at  the  beginning  of  this  paper ;  but  proceeding  from  another  quarter; 
and  based  upon  altogether  different  motives.  The  opposition  which  the 
upper  classes  made  to  popular  education,  was  founded,  we  believe,  solely 
in  a  misapprehension  of  the  influence  which  education  would  have  upon 
the  minds  of  the  poor  ;  and  since  they  have  seen  that  none  of  the  evils 
which  were  expected  to  result  from  it,  are  likely  to  arise,  they  have  exer^ 
cised  their  influence  for  its  promotion. f  As  this  opposition,  however,  has 
died  away,  and  the  means  of  education  have  been  provided  for  the  poor 
by  the  concurrence  of  the  aristocracy  and  the  Government,  an  opposition 
has  arisen  on  the  part  of  the  least  educated  of  the  middle  classes,  who 
are  beginning  to  fear  that  the  education  which  the  poor  are  receiving  will 
shortly  leave  their  own  children  very  much  inferior  in  knowledge,  to  the 
children  of  their  labourers. 

Farmers,  as  a  body,  are  known  to  be  almost  as  much  opposed  to  free 
trade  in  education  as  they  are  to  free  trade  in  coru.  Small  shopkeepers^ 
too,  are  by  no  means  disposed  to  regard  popular  education  with  a  favour* 
able  eye. 

The  *'  guardians  of  the  poor,''  who  generally  belong  to  one  or  other  of 

*  Reports  on  the  Training  of  Pauper  Children^  1841,  p.  241. 

t  The  Rev.  J.  J.  Blandfbrd,  one  of  her  Majesty'slnspectorsof  Schools,  is  of  opinion 
that  this  opposition  still  exists.    In  his  general  report  for  1850,  he  says : — 

"  It  is  generally  supposed  that  there  are  few  now  who  entertain  any  violent  fean  on 
the  ground  of  education ;  I  believe  the  reverse  to  be  the  case.  There  are  many,  both 
amongst  the  clergy  and  laity,  who,  although  they  might  not  like  to  acknowledge  it,  are 
practically  well  satisfied  if  the  children  in  our  Nation^  Schools  are  taught  reatSng  (only 
so  much  of  it  as  yili  enable  them  to  read  their  Bibles),  writing,  and  arithmetic. 

"  I  have  before  me  »  series  of  letters  published  by  a  clergyman  in  the  year  1851,  in 
which  he  remarks  with  the  sincerity  of  conviction,  combined,  it  must  be  added,  with  sU* 
th«  boldness  of  ignorance,  that  popular  education  is  one  of  the  wildest  delusions  of  the 
day ;  a  bubble  that  must,  ere  long,  burst ;  that  the  education  given  in  days  of  old  in  the 
dames'  day-school  and  village  Sunday-schod  produced  excellent  ifruits,  inasmuch  as  they 
were  sent  forth  from  these  seminaries  of  sound  leeming,  fiutiifal  and  tnwtworthy  ser- 
v«uts,  loyal  and  peaceable  suhjeets,  obedient  and  dtttifol  childmi ;  whiUt  the  tendency  of 
our  new  schools  is  to  make  the  children  iastnicted  thereiii,  heady,  high-minded,  diso- 
bedient to  parents,  and  without  natural  affection.  I  weuM  not  ofier  such  an  insult  to- 
the  clergy  as  to  suppose,  for  one  moment,  that  they  concur  in  these  and  similar  views,, 
destitute  as  they  are  of  cpmmon  sense,  and  contrary  to  experience ;  there  must  be  very 
few  who  are  prepared  to  maintain  that  our  new  schools  have  '  most  traitorously  cor- 
rupted the  youth  of  this  realm,*  or  who  are  of  the  same  opinioa  as  the  Peruvian  Inca 
who  founded  schools  for  the  upper  classes  only,  and  forbade,  under  heavy  penalties,  ta 
teaeh  the  common  people  anything,  lest  they  shoidd  become  presumptuous,  and  should 
create  disturbances  in  the  state ;  but  that  the  clergy,  as  a  body,  are  satisfied  with  a  low 
standard  of  instruction  cannot  be  denied,  although  they  contribute  most  hberally  to  the 
•opport  of  tfchotyh/'^^Mitwtei  1^  Onnrmttee  t^  Xhuieil  on  Bthtcation,  1850-51,  Yok 
If.  p.  334. 
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these  two  classes,  do  not  fail,  as  it  is  well  known,  to  give  effect  to  these 
antagonistic  views  in  their  management  of  the  parochial  union  schools. 
Fortunately,  this  is  not  now  left  so  entirely  in  thehr  own  hands  as  it  used 
to  be,  before  the  Committee  of  Council  assumed  the  inspection  of  these 
schools,  and  the  regulation  of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers.  But  they  have 
still  the  principal  control  of  the  schools,  and  the  reports  of  her  Majesty^ 
inspectors  do  not  permit  us  to  say  that  this  control  is  always  exercised  in 
a  manner  conducive  to  the  real  interests  of  the  children.  There  is  a 
general  indisposition  among  them  to  provide  anything  like  an  adequate 
supply  of  books  and  school  apparatus;  and  they  give  the  schoolmaster 
strict  injunctions  not  to  teach  the  children  beyond  a  certain  limit.  After 
cramping  him  in  this  way  and  laying  these  restrictions  upon  him,  they 
keep  a  jealous  watch  upon  him,  lest  he  should  leach  his  scholars  too 
much — make  them  too  learned.  So  long  as  he  confines  himself  to  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  they  are  satisfied,  although  they  can  scarcely  help 
fancying  that  he  is  going  too  far  even  in  these  things ;  but  any  attempts 
on  his  part  to  teach  the  children  such  *'  higher  branches''  as  drawing, 
grammar,  or  geography,  would  meet  with  discouragement. 

Above  all  things,  geography  is  to  be  carefully  excluded.  Why  this 
more  than  the  rest  we  do  not  know,  unless  it  be  on  account  of  the  expense 
which  would  have  to  be  incurred  in  providing  the  requisite  maps.  This, 
however,  would  be  found  to  be  only  an  imaginary  obstacle,  if  guardians 
would  look  the  matter  in  the  face.  The  cost  of  a  few  maps  is  really  but 
a  trifle,  now  that  the  assistance  of  the  Government  may  be  obtained  to- 
wards this  object,  and  parochial  union  schools  are  allowed  to  participate 
in  the  benefit  of  this  assistance  as  well  as  other  elementary  schools. 
There  is,  no  doubt,  a  certain  amount  of  conscientious  discharge  of  duty 
in  this  resistance  of  expense;  but  we  regard  it,  in  the  main,  as  nothing 
more  than  a  means  of  which  they  avail  themselves  to  fortify  themselves 
against  anything  beyond  the  most  rudimentary  instruction ;  and  we  fear 
tliat  their  repognance  to  the  education  of  the  poor  does  not  rest  so  much 
upon  the  ostensible  grounds  thus  advanced,  as  upon  a  selfish  apprehen- 
sion of  being  overtaken  by  them.* 

*  This  is  very  clearly  stated  in  the  following  extract  from  the  pamphlet  by  Rev.  J. 
Clements,  which  we  have  quoted  in  another  place :— 

'*  All  that  has  been  done  in  the  matter  of  general  education,  goes  to  prove  that  the 
education  of  the  poor  is  determined  for  us ;  that,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  it  is  to  be. 
At  the  present  moment,  indeed,  we  seem  to  have  two  paths  open :  either  to  remain  in 
the  old  way  of  education,  teaching  a  little  reading,  a  little  learning  by  heart,  and  a  little 
writing,  but  never  giving  to  our  scholars^  except  in  some  few  cases,  such  a  training  as 
would  enable  them  to  educate  themselves  after  they  left  school ;  or  to  raise  the  instruc- 
tion in  secular  knowledge  to  the  level  demanded,  sidding  also  and  making  this  our  first 
object,  the  full  and  distmct  Christian  teaching  of  the  Church  of  England. 

**  The  farmers,  perh^s,  would  wish  us  to  choose  the  first  of  these  paths;  but  are 
they  prepal«d  to  abide  by  its  probable  consequences  ?  Would  they  wish  to  be  compelled 
to  support  a  school  in  their  neighbourhood,  if  not  in  their  parish,  for  teaching  secular 
knowledge  and  secular  knowledge  only,  to  which  the  children  round  would  naturally  be 
drawn  away  by  the  greater  advantages  it  offered  ?  Or  is  it  not  wiser,  and  rather  our 
dsty  as  Chnichmen,  to  choose  the  other,  which  will  render  such  a  school  at  all  tim^ 
vnnecessary,  and  so  save  us  from  a  compulsory  rate,  as  well  as  secure  for  our  scholars 
the  full  teaching  of  those  doctrines  and  practices  which  we  believe  to  be  the  best  founds* 
tion  of  a  Christian  life  and  character  ? 

''These  are  the  reasons,  then,  which  have  induced  many  throughout  flie  kingdom  to 
nife  the  standard  of  instruction  in  parish  schools ;  and  because  they  have  done  so  they 
ter  they  have  lost  the  farmers'  confidence,  since,  as  things  are,  the  labourers'  children 
are  gaining  ground  upon  their  own/' 
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It  is  true  that  there  is  some  foundation  for  such  an  apprehension,  and 
we  think  that  the  middle  classes  ought  to  make  more  efforts  for  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children  than  they  have  hitherto  done.  But  they  do  not 
see  that  their  apprehension  betrays  their  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  only 
a  very  slight  distance  separates  them  from  the  lower  classes^  in  point  of 
intellectual  culture. 

A  considerable  number  of  people  in  the  middle  classes  have  to  learn 
that  the  possession  of  wealth,  which  constitutes  the  real  ground  of  dis- 
tinction between  them  and  the  lower  classes,  brings  with  it  increased  ob- 
ligations in  regard  to  the  education  of  their  children,  even  though  that 
wealth  has  been  acquired  by  hard  toil  and  untiring  perseverance  on  their 
own  part.  For  this  reason  the  Government  have  very  justly  lent  the 
poor  a  helping  hand,  while  they  have  left  the  middle  classes  to  make  pro* 
vision  for  themselves.  But  while  the  middle  classes  are  very  properly  too 
independent  to  send  their  children  to  schools  where  they  might  receive  the 
same  benefits  as  the  children  of  the  poor,  at  the  expense,  or  partial  ex- 
pense, of  the  country,  they  are  not  sufficiently  mindful  of  the  obligations 
to  which  we  have  jiist  referred,  and  hnve  too  little  feeling  of  sympathy 
with  one  another,  to  unite  their  efforts  and  make  this  provision  on  an 
adequate  scale.  The  education  of  their  children  is  left  in  the  hands  of 
private  adventurers,  who  are  subject  to  no  control  or  supervision  what- 
ever ;  and  there  is  therefore  no  guarantee  that  it  will  be  efficiently  con- 
ducted. 

Otherwise,  it  is,  and  always  will  be,  in  their  power  to  give  their  childrea 
a  much  higher  education  than  the  poor  can  ever  hope  to  be  able  to  give 
theirs,  with  all  the  aid  the  state  may  afford  them,  or  even  with  an  educa- 
tional rate,  should  that  ever  be  established.  The  poor  will  always  be 
obliged  to  take  their  children  from  school  at  an  early  age,  whereas  the 
superior  means  of  the  middle  classes  enable  them  to  keep  their  children 
under  the  benefits  of  instruction  for  a  much  longer  period. 

In  thus  noticing  the  obstacles  which  have  stood  m  the  way  of  popular 
education,  we  have  somewhat  digressed  from  the  more  immediate  subject 
of  this  paper.  We  felt,  however,  that  in  a  notice  of  the  progress  of  geo- 
graphy as  a  branch  of  popular  education,  wc  were  bound  to  make  some 
allusion  to  the  general  bearings  of  the  question. 
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Christian  Gottiiilf  Salzmann  was  bom  on  the  1st  of  June,  1744,  at 
Sommerda,  near  Erfurt,  in  Saxony.  He  received  his  first  lessons  from  his 
father,  who  was  a 'clergyman,  and  a  beneficial  influence  was  exercised  over 
him  by  his  grandmother,  especially  in  his  religious  education.  He  was 
next  sent  to  the  village  school,  where  the  instruction  which  he  had 
received  at  home  soon  showed  its  effects  in  the  rapid  progress  which 
he  made.  He  was  particularly  attached  to  the  old  schoolmaster, 
who,  by  his  mild  and  amiable  disposition,  won  the  affection  of  all  his 
pupils.  According  to  a  custom  of  the  time,  his  father  required  him  to 
read  the  Old  Testament  through  once  a  year,  and  the  New  Testament 
twice.  Superficial  and  thoughtless  as  this  reading  was,  it  had  the  advan- 
tage of  giving  him  an  unusual  acquaintance  with  Biblical  history,  which 
was  subsequently  of  great  use  to  him  as  a  preacher.  That  he  did  not 
consider  thi«,  however,  the  right  method  of  imparting  religious  knowledge 
to  children,  he  afterwards  declared  in  the  most  decided  manner. 
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In  1756,  he  was  sent  to  the  school  at  Langensalza,  where  he  was  placed 
under  the  special  superintendence  of  the  second  master,  Lindner,  a  very 
worthy  man.  Upon  his  father's  obtaining  a  benefice  in  Erfurt,  he  also 
went  there.  His  father  now  sought  to  prepare  him  by  private  instruction 
for  the  Academy ;  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  stay  at  Erfurt,  Salzmann 
even  attended  the  lectures  of  some  of  the  professors  at  the  University. 
At  the  same  time  the  young  student  gave  instruction  in  Latin  to  a  youngei 
brother,  and  in  this  first  attempt  at  teaching  acquired  the  entire  appro- 
bation of  his  father. 

In  his  17th  year,  Salzmann  went  to  the  University  at  Jena,  where  he 
remained  till  1764.     He  then  passed  four  years  under  the  paternal  roo( 
imparting  instruction,  and  preparing  himself  for  the  sacerdotal  office.     In 
1768,  he  was  appointed  minister  of  the  little  village  of  Rohrborn,  near 
Brfurt,  with  a  very  small  income  (80  dollars*).     His  abode  in  this  lonely 
village  was  exceedingly  agreeable  to  the  simple-minded  man.     He  used  to 
say  when  advanced  in  age,  that  the  years  which  he  had  spent  there  were 
among  the  happiest  of  his  life.     In  Rohrborn,  Salzmann  learnt,  what  is  so 
difficult  to  many,  the  art  of  living  well  upon  small  means.     He  learnt 
to  deny    himself,  to    be  sparing,  and  to  love  simplicity.     He  remained 
unacquainted  with  pleasures  that  waste  time  and  money,  and  was  led  to 
tbe  source  of  the  purest  enjoyment,  that  source  which  receives  continual 
supplies  from  the  heart  of  man  himself,  and  from  surrounding  nature,  and 
never  dries  up.     Here  he  lived  quiet  and  undisturbed  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties  ;  here  he  first  conceived  the  idea  of  founding  an  educational 
establishment,  and  sketched  the  outlines  of  the  method  of  education  and 
instruction,  which  in  his  more  mature   age   he  perfected,  applied   and 
diffused,  with  perseverance  and  success.     It  was  here,  also,  that  he  met 
vfiih  the  excellent  companion  of  his  days,  without  whose  energetic  assist- 
ance he  would  hardly    have  succeeded  in  the  prosecution  of  his  great 
and  noble  work.     She  was  the  daughter  of  the  clergyman  of  the  neigh- 
bouring village  of  Schloss-Vippach,  of  the  name  of  Schnell. 

In  1772,  Salzmann  acquired  a  reputation  as  assistant  minister  at  the 
Church  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Erfurt,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  became  mi- 
nister of  the  town.     In  this  new  position,  the  noble-minded  man  fulfilled 
his  important  duties  in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner.     His  office  led  hira 
into  the  abodes  of  misery,  into  the  chambers  of  the  sick,  into  the  public 
liospitals,  into  orphan  asylums,  prisons  and  houses  of  correction.     Here  he 
became   acquainted  with  human    misery  in  its  most  varied  forms,  and 
made  many  practical  observations.     He  assisted  all  with  advice,  and  with 
money,  as  far  as  his  means  permitted ;  but  he  felt  himself  especially  called 
upon  to  do  his  utmost  towards  the  improvement  of  the  existing  methods 
of  education  and  instruction.     He  commenced  this  work  where  every  one 
should  commence  who  has  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  mankind 
at  heart — with  himself  and  those  around  him.     He  studied  the  characters 
and  dispositions  of  children,  examined  into  their  inclinations,  their  favou- 
rite amusements,  tiieir  talents  and  abilities,  and  the  development  of  them, 
their  modes  of  expression,   opinions,   and  feelings.      He  carefully  re- 
flected on  the  mode  in  which  the  most  beneficial   influence   might  be 
exerted  upon  them.     It  was  his  maxim,  that  ''Among  children  we  learn 
best  how  children  must  be  treated  and  led  to  do  what  is  right."     The 
schools  of  his  parish  were  an  important  object  of  his  care.     By  means  of 

*  Between  sixteen  and  seventeen  pounds  sterliog. 
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Bmall  presents  of  good  books,  writing  materials,  and  so  on,  which  he 
xnade  the  children  from  time  to  time,  he  endeavoured  to  incite  them  to 
industry.  He  procured  the  means  of  doing  this  by  some  small  pubUca- 
tions.  His  sermons  were  universally  admired;  they  were  national, liberal, 
and  sound. 

But,  although  Salzmann  had  at  Erfurt  an  extensive  and  influential 
sphere  of  action,  vexations  did  not  fail  to  arise,  and  they  were  the  more 
painful  to  him,  as  they  proceeded  from  his  colleagues.  Thus  it  was, 
that  in  1781  he  willingly  resigned  his  office  as  minister  of  the  town,  upon 
being  offered  the  appointment  of  professor  of  divinity  at  the  celebrated 
institution  at  Dessau,  known  by  the  name  of  the**Pbilantropin.*' 

In  Dessau  Salzmann  soon  gained  a  number  of  friends  and  admirers. 
The  pupils  of  the  institution  became  greatly  attached  to  him,  and  he  in- 
spired them  with  a  love  for  religious  truths.  Ihe  divine  service  on  Sun- 
days in  the  chapel  of  the  Philantropin  was  numerously  attended  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  by  foreigners  who  happened  to  be  there ; 
even  the  Prince  Regent,  and  his  family,  were  often  present.  From  his 
sovereign,  the  much  beloved  Leopold  Frederick  Francis^  of  Anhalt-Dessau, 
who  honoured  the  Philantropin  with  his  8pecial  care  and  support,  Salz- 
mann received  many  proofs  of  favour  and  esteem. 

The  Philantropin  was  under  the  common  direction  of  four  or  five  pro- 
fessors, of  whom  Salzmann  was  one.     From  this  arrangement  there  arose 
many  disputes  and  prejudicial  delays  in  the  adoption  of  measures.     There 
were  also  several  other  arrangements  which  contributed  to  render  Salz- 
mann more  and  more  dissatisfied  with  his  connection  with  the  Philan- 
tropin.    He  had  long  entertained  the  wish  to  be  able  to  live  independ- 
-ently,  and  without  constraint,  to  which  he  was  especially  subjected  by 
residing  in  a  town.     He  had  already  long  occupied  himself  with  his  fa- 
*vourite  idea  of  one  day  founding  an  educational  establishment  himself, 
.which,  though  resembling  the  Philantropin  in  other  respects,  should  be 
placed  at  some  distance  from  any  town,  and  bear  less  the  impress  of  an 
academy,  than  that  of  a  large  family.     For  this  object,  the   estate  of 
.  Schnepfenthal,  in  the  duchy  of  Gotha,  appeared  to  be  well  suited,  on 
account  of  its  beautiful  and  pleasant  situation  at  the  foot  of  the  Thiiringer 
Forest,  its  healthy  atmosphere,  the  fertile  plain  which  extends  thence  to 
the  capital,  and,  lastly,  its  convenient  distance  from  the  small  town  of 
Waltershausen.     Salzmann  often  said,  that  he  knew  of  no  spot  so  well 
suited  for  the  erection  of  an  educational  institution.      Accordingly,  he 
purchased  the  estate;  and,  in  the  commencement  of  1784,  left  Dessau 
with  the  whole  of  his  family.     The  experience  in  educational    matters 
w^ich  he  had  acquired  there  now  became  of  great  service  to  him  in  the 
formation  of  his  new  establishment.      On  the  7th  of  March,  the  little 
company,  consisting  of  eleven  persons,  arrived  in  Schnepfenthal.  Salzmann 
was  then  in  his  fortieth  year.    The  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  estate 
was  now  inspected  by  the  family,  as  far  as  the  daylight  permitted,  for  it 
had  already    begun    to  fade.     They  then  all   met  again  in   the   house. 
Salzmann  describes  the  scene  that  followed  in  these  words : — 

"The  little  ones  gaped  and  wished  for  rest,  and  the  elder  ones  sank  into 
sadness.  Secret  sorrow  and  anxious  cares,  which  we  do  not  willingly  commu- 
nicate to  others,  disturbed  their  minds.  Sadness  was  visible  on  the  counte- 
nances of  all.  As  I  always  like  to  see  glad  faces  rather  than  sad  ones,  I  could 
not  endure  the  sight  any  longer,  but  rose  and  went  sorrowfully  to  the  windows. 
What  a  glorious,  spectacle  mst  my  view{    The  full  moon  was  rising  in  all  her 
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«plendour  just  over  the  wood  that  belonf^ed  to  our  estate.  Full  of  jov  I  ex- 
claimed, '  Oh,  my  beloved  children,  behold  this  sight  1'  All  approached,  clap- 
ped their  hands,  and  were  rejoiced.  The  little  ones  forgot  their  sleepiness,  and 
the  elder  ones  their  sorrow.  The  spectacle  was  indeed  beautiful :  the  whole  wood 
was  illumined,  and  looked  as  if  on  fire.  I  had  at  this  moment  very  oeculiar 
thoughts  ;  1  turned  to  my  dear  ones,  took  hold  of  as  many  hands  as  t  could, 
and  said : 

'^  *  Let  us  take  courage,  my  dears ;  the  God  who  created  this  beautiful  moon 
can  render  all  things  possible.  He  will  be  with  ns,  if  we  always  act  honestly, 
and  remain  true  to  virtue.' 

"  At  these  words  all  were  affected,  and  many  a  tear  flowed  from  the  eyes 
which  beheld  the  moon." 

About  the  middle  of  1785,  the  new  establishment  was  opened.  The 
first  pupil  was  the  present  Professor  Karl  Ritter,  the  celebrated  geogra- 
pher. Ill  tUe  latter  part  of  the  autumn,  Salzmann  undertook  Iiis  first 
excursion,  with  a  little  troop  of  pupils.  He  afterwards  repeated  these 
excursions,  or  journeys,  once  every  year.  His  objects  in  so  doing  were, 
to  afibrd  his  pupils  bodily  exercise,  to  extend  their  acquaintance  with 
iiatural  history,  manufactures  and  localities,  and  to  encourage  the  cheer- 
fulness natural  to  youth. 

The  number  of  pupils  increased,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  it 
had  risen  to  twenty-four.  Among  these  was  the  young  hereditary  Count 
George,  afterwards  Prince  Regent  of  Schaumburg-Lippe.  Salzmann 
found  it  become  more  and  more  necessary  to  take  every  means  to  improve 
and  raise  the  condition  of  his  establishment.  He  surrounded  himself  with 
an  excellent  staff  of  masters,  who  ably  assisted  him  in  carrying  out  his 
Tiews.  Every  branch  of  instruction  was  carefully  taught,  and  due  im- 
portance attached  to  the  development  of  the  physical  strength  of  the 
pupils  by  means  of  gymnastic  exercises.  As  a  proof  of  the  skill  attained 
in  ihis  latter  respect,  it  is  related  that  one  of  the  pupils,  with  the  help  of 
the  leaping-pole,  leapt  over  a  stick,  slightly  supported,  at  the  height  of 
S  ft.  2  in.,  without  even  touching  it.  He  was  decorated  by  his  fellow- 
scholars  with  an  oak-wreath,  and  carried  in-doors  on  their  shoulders. 

The  continual  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils,  and  the  addition  of  a 
printing  press  to  the  establishment,  rendered  the  erection  of  a  new  build- 
ing necessary.  At  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  foundation-stone,  which 
the  Duke  Ernest  honoured  by  his  presence,  the  Salzmann  family,  includ- 
ing all  the  members  of  the  institution  who  attended,  numbered  fifty-four 
persons.  In  this  year  two  more  young  princes  were  received,  and  in  17§1 
the  number  rose  to  thirty- five.  The  greatest  number  of  pupils  ever  in 
the  establishment  was  sixty-one,  in  the  year  1S03. 

Salzmann  was  ever  solicitous  of  the  spiritual  and  temporal  welfare  of 
his  pupils.  He  well  deserved  the  name  of  "  father,*'  by  which  all  his 
pupils  called  him.  Notwithstanding  his  increasing  age,  he  never  rested 
from  his  work.  He  continued  to  give  the  religious  instruction  with  warmth 
and  energy ;  and  even  in  his  fiftieth  year  he  studied  botany,  and  still 
later  astronomy,  in  order  to  be  able  to  teach  them  to  his  pupils. 

In  1809  Salzmann  was  attacked  by  a  description  of  gout,  and  in  the 
same  year,  from  various  external  causes,  the  number  of  scholars  greatly 
diminished.  In  1810  he  lost  his  faithful  wife,  a  severe  affliction,  which  he 
endeavoured  to  bear  like  a  Christian.  He  had  not  long,  however,  to  be- 
wail his  loss,  for  on  the  31st  of  October  of  the  following  year,  his  own. 
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active  and  useful  life  was  brought  to  a  close.  On  the  drd  of  November 
his  mortal  remains  were  solemnly  deposited  in  the  grave,  which,  by  his 
own  direction,  was  marked  by  no  other  monument  than  an  elder-bush.. 
His  true  monument  may  be  seen  in  the  many  good  men  whom  he  edu- 
cated, in  the  excellent  books  which  he  wrote, — in  one  word,  in  the  good 
that  he  wrought  by  precept  and  example  in  the  course  of  his  life. 

Salzmann  was  a  noble-minded  man,  an  excellent  educator,  an  ingenious 
writer  for  the  young,  an  indefatigable  champion  of  the  welfare  of  humanity.. 
He  was  a  man  of  unshaken  faith  and  of  the  most  benevolent  disposition, 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  education,  and  full  of  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties. 

Sa1zmann*s  name  is  not  yet  familiar  to  English  readers ;  but  in  extend- 
ing our  acquaintance  with  the  educational  literature  of  Germany,  his 
works  ought  to  be  among  the  first  to  receive  attention,  because  they  are 
practical  and  Qpnfined  within  a  small  compass.  Many  of  the  German 
writers  are  too  philosophical  and  voluminous  for  the  generality  of  our  ele- 
mentary teachers,  who  have  little  time  for  individual  improvement.  They 
confine  themselves  exclusively  to  what  they  call  the  doctrine  of  education, 
and  elevate  this  (as  it  deserves)  into  the  dignity  of  a  science.  But  Salz- 
mann, who  was  very  little  given  to  mere  theorizing,  always  enters  at  once 
into  the  actual  methods  of  education  ;  and,  from  his  love  for  the  young, 
and  his  long  experience  as  a  teacher,  he  is  a  safe  and  valuable  guide.  Hi» 
views  are  contained  in  several  little  volumes,  with  quaint  titles,  such  as 
"  The  Ant's  Book,"  and  *-The  Crab's  Book."  These  works  are  in  the 
hands  of  almost  every  schoolmaster  in  Germany  and  Switzerland,  and  to 
them  may  be  traced  many  of  the  most  important  improvements  that  have 
been  made  in  elementary  education  in  those  countries.  They  are  ad- 
dressed to  young  teachers,  and  are  written  in  a  familiar  and  interesting 
style.  We  purpose  to  give  our  readers  some  extracts  from  the  best  of 
them,  "The  Ant's  Book,"  in  future  numbers  of  the  **  Journal." 

Besides  these,  Salzmann  wrote  several  popular  tales,  in  the  style  of 
Pestalozzi's  **  Lienhard  and  Gertrude,'*  intended  to  show  the  want  of  edu- 
cation among  the  lower  classes.  They  had  a  wide  circulation  at  tlie  time, 
and  are  still  very  much  read.  He  also  wrote  a  number  of  moral  talcs  for 
the  young,  which  have  always  been  great  favourites  with  the  German  and 
Swiss  children. 

None  of  Salzmann's  writings  have  ever,  to  our  knowledge,  been  trans- 
lated into  English.  The  tales  are,  perhaps,  too  intimately  connected 
with  German  manners  and  customs  to  prove  interesting  to  English 
readers;  but  the  educational  books  are,  we  think,  well  worth  translating. 
Of  this  our  readers  will  be  able  to  judge  from  the  specimens  which  we 
shall  give. 
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(Concluded  from  p.  126.) 

Action  121.  Hands  on  the  pommels,  spring  np, 

and  instead  of  one  leg,  as  in  action  119,  throw  both 

--^  legs  over  in  front,  so  as  to  come  down  to  the  ground 

J  on  the  feet,  with  face  towards  the  head  of  horse 

(fig.  78.) 

Action  122.  As  action  121  on  the  other  side. 


Fig.  79. 


Fig,  80. 


Action  123.  As  action  110,  but  instead  of  comidg 
against  the  side  of  the  horse,  throw  both  legs  over  the 
J  back  of  the  horse,  and  come  down  on  the  toes  on  the 
other  side,  with  face  towards  the  saddle  (fig.  79). 

Action  124.  As  action  114,  then  swinging  back- 
wards cross  both  legs  behind ;  turn  the  body,  and 
sit  in  the  saddle  face  towards  the  tail  of  the  horse 
(fig.  80). — N.  B.  When  in  crossing  the  right  leg 
goes  over  the  left,  you  must  turn  the  body  to  the 
right  side,  and  when  in  crossing  the  left  leg  goes  over 
the  right,  turn  the  body  to  the  left  side. 
Action  125.  Spring  on  the  back  of  the  horse,  behind 
the  saddle,  place  the  left  hand  on  the  front  pommel, 
and  right  hand  on  back  pommel,  raise  the  body  a  little, 
^  and  swing  round,  and  sit  on  the  neck  of  the  horse,  so 

J  as  to  face  the  front  pommel.    Then  put  the  right  hand 

"^l         "JJ^  on  front  pommel,  and  left  hand  on  back  pommel,  and 

Fig. 81.  swing    round  on  back  of  horse;  do  this   alternately 

several  times  (fig.  81). 

Action  126.  As  action  111,  draw  up  the  knees  close  to 

the  chest,  and  throw  them  between  the  arms  over  the  saddle, 

remaining  on  your  hands,  and  the  back  of  the  thighs  leaning 

against  the  opposite  side  of  the  horse,  but  without  the  feet 

touching  the  ground ;  then  draw  up  your  legs  again,  and 

bring  them  back  to  the  first  position  (fig.  82). 

Action  127.  Spring  up,  resting  on  the  pommels  with 

arms  straight,  throw  the  right'leg  between  them  over 

~)the  saddle  ;  bring  it  back  again,  and  at  the  same  in- 

"jr"^  stant  pass  the  left  leg  over,  resting  all  the  while  on  the 

^  V^  hands;  do  this  several  times  (fig.  83.) 

Fig.  83. 

Action  128.  Spring  up,  resting  on  the  pommels  with  arms  straight, 
throw  the  body  over  the  horse  with  legs  spread,  first  standing,  secondly 
•with  a  run. 


Action  129.  Hands  on  the  pommels,  &c.  as  in  action  127, 
but  throw  both  legs  through,  and  keep  them  straight  out  in 
form  of  letter  L,  without  touching  the  saddle  (fig.  84). 


Fig.  82. 


Fig.  S4. 
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Action  ISO.  Run  and  jump  cleverly  over  the  saddle. 


Fi«.  85. 


Action  131.  Mount,  then  action  1 13,  and  bring  the  feet  before 
the  front  pommel,  outside  of  the  arms,  then  behind,  alternately 
(fig.  86). 


Fig.  86. 


m      tA     M   _      Action  132.    Run,  pnd  placing  the  hands  on  the 
C  ^  pommels,   throw  the   body   completely  over  in  front 

jr  (fig-  87.) 


X 


Fig.  67. 


Action  133.  Run,  and  placing  the  hands  on  the  pom- 
mels, take  a  somerset  over  the  saddle  (fig,  88).        ^__-^' 


Fig  68. 


Fig.b9. 


''^^^^ 


r 


K 


Fig.  01. 


Action  134.  Hands  on  the  pommels,  spring  up  and  throw 
the  legs  on  each  side  of  the  arms  outside,  and  raise  them  up 
so  as  to  be  clear  of  the  horse  (fig.  89). 

Action  135.  Hands  on  the  pommels,  spring  up  and  kneel 
on  the  saddle,  bring  the  knees  forward  so  that  the  instep 
touches  the  saddle,  then  give  a  spring  and  jump  off,  coming 
down  on  the  other  side  on  the  toes. 


Action  136.  Jump  on  the  back  of  the  horse, 
place  the  hands  on  the  back  pommel  as  directed 
in  action  114,  and  swing  off  backward  (fig.  90). 

Action  137.  Run,  and  jump  into  the  saddle 
from  behind,  and  swing  the  body  off  from  the 
front  pommel,  as  in  action  136. 


Action  138.  Run,  and  placing  the  right  hand  on  the 
back  of  the  horse,  spring  up,  and  throw  both  legs  over, 
as  directed  in  action  121  (fig.  91). 

Action  139.  Run  from  behind,  and  throw  the  right 
leg  over  the  back  of  the  horse,  behind  the  saddle,  as  in 
action  119,  first  on  one  side,  then  on  the  other  with  the 
left,  afterwards  throw  both  legs  over. 


) 


w 
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1.  THE    EARTH    AVD    MAN;   OR,    PHYSICAL   OEOORAPUY    IN    ITS    RELATION 
TO  THE  HISTORY   OF    MANKIND.      SLIGHTLY   ABRIDGED  FROM  THE  WORK. 
OF   ARNOLD   GUYOT,  PROFESSOR  OF  PHYSICAL  GEOGRAPHY  AND  HISTORY 
AT   NEUCHATEL,    SWITZERLAND.      WITH  CORRECTIONS  AND  A  FEW   NOTES.. 

Foolscap  8vo.,  pp.  262.    (London:  Parker,) 

2.  A  MANUAL  OF  GEOGRAPHY,  PHYSICAL,  INDUSTRIAL,  AND  POLITICAL. 
BT  WILLIAM  HUGHES,  F.R.G.S.,  LATE  PROFESSOR  OF  GEOGRAPHY  IK 
THE   COLLEGE     FOR     CIVIL     ENGINEERS,     AUTHOR    OF     '*  A    MANUAL   09 

BRITISH  GEOGRAPHY,*'  &c.  &c.  &c.      Foolscap  8vo.     pp.661.     (Lon- 
don :  Longmans.) 

3.  GEOGRAPHY   OF   THE    BRITISH    EMPIRE,     FOR   THE    USE   OF   BEGINNERS^ 
BY   WILLIAM    HUGHES,   F.R.G.3.      GlEIG's   ScHOOL    SeRIES.      (LondOD  I. 

Longmans.) 
The  original  of  the  first  of  these  works  is  well  known  to  students  of 
geography.  It  has,  in  fact,  obtained  a  world-wide  reputation.  M.  Guyot 
was  no  ordinary  lecturer  on  physical  geography.  Not  only  was  his  mind 
stored  with  all  the  treasures  of  facts  which  have  been  obtained  for  us  of 
late  years,  by  enterprising  and  scientific  travellers  like  Humboldt,  and 
i^vhich  forms  the  common  staple  of  such  lectures;  but  he  had,  with  sur* 
prising  vigour  of  thought,  elaborated  these  facts  and  others  known  long 
before,  into  a  comprehensive  and  harmonious  system.  He  was  the  first 
to  elevate  physical  geography  into  the  dignity  of  a  science.  It  was,, 
before  his  time,  only  an  explanation  of  physical  phenomena  separately  and 
for  themselves  ;  the  connection  of  the  whole,  and  its  relation  to  the  his- 
tory of  mankind,  had  not  been  fully  investigated. 

We  areglad,  therefore^  to  see  that  an  edition  of  this  work  has  been 
published  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  either  of  the  two  editions  which  have 
already  appeared  in  this  country.  This  will  bring  it  within  the  reach  of 
schoolmasters  and  pupil-teachers,  to  whom  it  will  be  extremely  valuable*. 
Of  course,  tiie  present  edition  is  not  iniended  for  a  school-book  ;  the  work 
is  far  too  philosophical  for  that.  A  mere  statement  of  the  f:»cts  of  physical 
geography,  with  an  explanation  of  their  causes,  will  serve  this  purpose 
much  better.  It  was  not  Guyot's  object  so  much  to  describe  and  account 
for  these  facts  as  to  trace  the  design  exhibited  in  them,  and  their  conse- 
quences to  man  ;  and  to  make  a  class-book  of  his  work  for  the  sake  of  the- 
descriptions  which  it  contains,  would  be  the  same  as  buying  a  splendid 
mansion  for  its  bricks. 

Some  corrections  and  alterations  have  been  introduced  ;  they  are  for  the 
most  part  executed  with  care,  and  the  work  is  now  in  a  much  more  useful 
form  than  a  mere  translation  would  be.  We  think,  however,  that  the 
editor  ought  to  have  carried  his  alterations  further.  The  theory  of  the 
progressive  physical  development  of  the  globe  is  rejected  by  Sir  Charles^ 
Lyell,  Professor  Sedgwick,  and  all  the  best  geologists  of  our  time.  It 
would  have  been  better,  therefore,  if  the  editor  had  rewritten  the  part  of  the 
work  which  refers  to  this  subject.  Instead  of  this  he  has  contented  him- 
self with  a  few  remarks  in  two  foot-notes  and  in  the  preface.  The  views  of 
Guyot  are  given  in  full,  with  the  maps  which  he  drew  to  represent  the 
geological  epochs ;  but  the  student  is  carefully  informed  when  he  has  got 
half-way  through  it,  that  all  this  is  exploded  now !  The  editor  states 
that  he  would  have  omitted  this  portion,  had  such  wholesale  altera- 
tions  fallen  within   his  just  province  ;    this   would  not  have  beer 
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to  the  author.  Geology  must  necessarily  form  a  part  of  the  work ; 
and  as  it  is  a  science  which  is  progressive,  it  should,  of  course,  be 
brought  up  to  our  present  knowledge. 

We  hardly  think  the  editor  does  justice  to  the  authors  of  English  works 
on  physical  geography, when  he  says,  in  his  preface : — "They  (Guyot's  lec- 
tures) furnish  a  striking  contrast  with  the  English  works  on  the  same  subject, 
of  which  it  is  no  injustice  to  say  that,  for  the  most  part,  they  bear  marks  of 
having  been  compiled  when  their  authors  were  but  commencing  the  study 
of  geography."  Does  he  intend  to  apply  this  tD  Mrs.  Somerville's  book, 
or  to  Miss  Zornlin's,  or  to  the  physical  geography  in  Keith  Johnston's 
"  Atlas  of  Physical  Phenomena"? 

Mr.  Hughes's  Manual  of  Geography  is  a  work  which  has  long  been 
wanted  by  schoolmasters  and  lecturers  in  training  colleges.  The  ordinary 
text-books  on  the  subject  do  not  contain  anything  like  the  amount  of  in- 
formation which  it  is  desirable  and  practicable  to  convey  even  to  the  first 
class  of  an  elementary  school.  Nor  is  it  by  any  means  to  be  regretted  that 
the  funds  of  these  schools  do  not  admit  of  the  purchase  of  larger  works  for 
text-books.  These  should  only  serve  as  the  basis  of  the  instruction  ;  more 
extensive  information  is  best  imparted  by  the  teacher  in  oral  lessons.  In 
fact,  if  it  is  not  so  imparted,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  acquired  by  the  pupils  at 
all;  for  they  have  not  patience  to  wade  through  "  big  books,"  especially  in 
a  '?ubject  like  descriptive  geography,  where  constant  reference  to  a  map  is 
necessary.  For  this  reason,  if  there  is  any  subject  which  requires  to  be 
taught  orally  more  than  another,  it  is  geography.  But  to  prepare  their 
lessons  teachers  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  such  volu- 
minous works  as  Malte  Brun,  and  a  great  deal  of  their  time  has  been  lost 
in  reading  through  the  mass  of  details  with  which  these  works  are  crowded. 
Some  may  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  possess  notes  which  they  took  of 
Mr.  Hughes's  lectures  at  the  Battersea  Training  Institution  ;  but  these 
would  be  comparatively  few  in  number.  What  teachers  wanted  was  a 
book  between  the  great  works  on  geography  and  the  common  school-books, 
which  should  save  them  the  trouble  of  selecting  the  materials  of  their  les- 
sons.    Such  a  book  is  at  last  happily  supplied  in  the  manual  before  us. 

But  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  present  work  is  merely  an  abridg- 
ment of  that  of  Make  Brun,  or  of  any  other  writer.  The  whole  of  it  bears 
marks  of  having  passed  through  the  mind  of  the  author,  and  of  having 
been  thoroughly  digested.  For  arrangement  and  style  it  is  far  superior  to 
any  even  of  the  larger  works.  We  have  of  late  years  very  properly  divided 
the  study  of  geography  into  the  tv»'o  great  brandies  of  Physical  Geography 
and  Descriptive  Geography  ;  and  our  improved  notions  of  teaching  the 
subject  mainly  resolve  themselves  into  tliis,  that  the  one  should  be  taught 
as  the  basis  of  the  other.  Mr.  Hughes  was  perhaps  the  first  to  call  atten- 
tion in  a  prominent  manner  to  this  principle,  by  his  lectures  at  the  Battersea 
Normal  School,  and  by  his  valuable  little  pamphlet  describingthe  coursepur- 
sued  by  him  in  those  lectures  entitled  '*  Remarks  on  Geography  as  a  Branch 
of  Popular  Education."  And  he  has  now  been  the  first  to  carry  it  out  in  a 
systematic  Manual  of  Geography  ;  for,  until  the  appearance  of  the  present 
volume,  certainly  no  attempt  of  the  kind  had  been  made  on  an  enlarged 
scale.  This  manual  embodies  the  actual  lectures  which  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  delivering  at  Battersea,  as  the  pamphlet  describes  the  method  pur- 
sued in  those  lectures. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  our  readers  that  the  "  Manual  of  European 
Geography,"  which  has  already  been  some  months  before  the  public,  con- 
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Btitutes  the  first  portion  of  the  present  work.     We  believe  the  remainiog^ 
portions  will  be  sold  separately  for  a  time,  ia  order  to  enable  parties  to 
complete  their  copies. 

The  '^  Geography  of  the  British  Empire"  is  another  volume,  which  has- 
been  written  for  61eig*s  School  Series,  by  the  same  eminent  geographer. 
The  important  principle  which  we   have  alluded  to  in  relation  to  the 
**  Manual/'  is  carried  out  in  this  little  work,  as  far  as  the  limits  will  allow*. 


THE    RATIONALE   OF    DISCIPLINE    AS   EXEMPLIFIED  IN   THE    HIGH   SCHOOL. 

OF  EDINBURGH.     BT  PROFESSOR  PiLLANs.     8vo.  pp.  199.     Appendix,, 
pp.  66,     (Edinburgh  :  Maclachlan,     London :  Taylor,) 

There  are  few  names  more  advantageously  connected  with  the  progress  of 
education  in  the  North  during  the  present  century,  than  that  of  Professor 
Pillans  ;  a  name  distinguished  alike  by  intelligence,  acquirementSi  and  sac- 
cess  in  communicating  knowledge.  In  the  work  before  us  he  has  recorded^ 
with  all  the  light  shed  on  it  by  subsequent  experience,  the  history  of  his  ten 
years'  presidency  over  the  High  School  of  Edinburgh  from  1810  to  1820^. 
and  described  the  various  improvements  introduced  by  him  into  the 
system  of  education  pursued  there.  These  consisted  principally  in  the 
application  of  the  monitorial  system  to  the  higher  branches  of  instruction^. 
— in  the  reformation  of  moral  discipline, — and  in  the  introduction  of 
Latin  verse  and  other  forms  of  composition,  together  with  a  new  and  most 
philosophical  method  of  teaching  geography. 

It  would  be  impracticable  to  tbilow  the  professor  through  the  details  of 
his  different  improvements  ;  but  there  is  one  on  which  we  feel  inclined  to 
dwell  a  little^  both  from  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  fact  of 
the  same  idea  having,  independently  as  it  should  seem,  struck  two  such^ 
keen  and  powerful  minds  as  those  of  Michelet,*  the  historian  of  France^, 
and  the  late  Dr.  Arnold  f  of  Rugby  ; — we  mean  his  mode  of  communicating, 
geographical  knowledge.  Having  observed  the  difficult  process  and  un- 
satisfactory result  of  the  ordinary  methods,  he  adopted  the  plan  of  basing 
a  knowledge  of  civil  geography  upon  that  of  physical.  Taking  for  his- 
groundwork  the  mountain  ridges  as  the  skeleton,  and  the  rivers  and  their 
feeders  as  the  arteries  and  veins,  of  the  country  to  be  described,  he  marked 
duly  the  divortia  aquarum,  or  water-shed,  and  the  basins  formed  by  the 
course  of  the  waters ;  and  then  proceeding  along  the  rivers,  noted  the  po- 
sition of  the  chief  places,  first  down  and  then  up  the  stream.  These  points- 
were  taken  down  upon  a  black  board,  in  chalks  of  different  colours.  In 
proof  of  the  impression  made  by  this  mode  of  instruction,  the  professor 
has  been  heard  to  state,  that,  having  after  a  lapse  of  many  years,  casually 
met  one  of  his  old  pupils  who,  as  an  officer  in  the  army,  had  been  on* 
foreign  service,  he  was  gratified  by  his  pupil  remarking  that  he  had  rarely 
crossed  a  river  in  his  campaigns,  without  feeling  sensible  of  his  obligatioiv 
to  the  professor  and  his  black  board. 

In  addition  to  a  valuable  appendix  of  practical  details,  Mr.  Pillans  has 
annexed  three  admirable  lectures  delivered  in  1835,  on  the  objects  and 
methods  of  education,  and  on  the  relative  utility  of  classical  teaching.  Ia 
these  he  has  successfully  grappled  with  the  wide  question  of  popular  edu- 
cation,— drawn  the  due  distinction  between  the  education  of  the  few  and 
of  the  many, — pointed  out  the  relative  claims  of  mathematical  and  classical 


*  Hist,  de  France  ii.  165.  f  Lect.  on  Mod.  Hist.,  pp.  158, 163. 
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learnin<r,  and  assigned  to  each  its  proper  limits.  It  should  be  added  that 
Mr.  Pillans  posesses  the  rare  qualification  for  such  judgment,  of  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  working  of  the  higher  systems  of  education  in  Eng- 
land as  well  as  in  Scotland,  having,  as  a  cotemporary  of  the  present 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  been  a  private  tutor  at  Eton. 

The  book,  although  bearing  traces  of  high  powers  of  generalization,  is 
yet  eminently  practical.  We  recommend  it  as  containing  many  most  im- 
portant hints  which  may  be  made  available  to  teachers  of  every  class.  As 
a  subordinate  recommendation  it  must  not  be  omitted,  that  the  energy, 
precision,  and  liveliness  of  the  style  render  it  a  model  for  works  oq 
education. 


THE     HECUBA     OF     EaRIFIDES.      WITH     KNOLTSH     NOTES,    BY    GEORGE    B. 

WHEELED,  A.B,  (Dublin.) 
Except  on  the  supposition  that  books  published  in  England  or  Scotland 
are  strictly  forbidden  in  the  sister  country,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
the  appearance  of  this  publication.  Fifty  years  ago  Professor  Porson 
gave  to  the  world  his  editions  of  the  four  plays  of  Euripides,  which  are 
now  commonly  spoken  of  as  Porson's  Plays.  To  the  Hecuba  he  prefixed 
a  long  and  learned  preface,  which  is  also  well  known  as  Porson's  Preface. 
The  preface  and  play  were  elaborately  reviewed  by  Elmsley  in  the  **  Mu- 
seum Criticum."  \Ve  need  scarcely  add  that  both  preface  and  review 
are  now  familiar  as  household  words  to  all  students  of  Greek,  and  have 
been  the  great  storehouse  from  which  all  editors  since  their  day  derived 
their  materials.  Bishop  Monk  succeeded  Porson  in  the  professorship,  and 
imitated  his  great  predecessor  by  editing  two  other  plays  of  the  same  tra- 
gedian ;  namely,  the  Alcestis  and  the  Hippolytus.  The  present  professor 
some  years  ago  republished  the  four  plays,  as  did  Dr.  Major  of  King's 
College  School,  London. 

This  edition  therefore  adds  nothing  to  our  classical  literature,  and  has 
no  claim  whatever  to  originality.  Indeed,  to  do  the  editor  justice,  he  does 
not  prefer  any  such  claim.  Whatever  has  been  said  before  on  the  Hecuba, 
Or  Greek  metres,  has  been  here  brought  together.  All  that  could  be 
useful  in  Porson's  preface  and  Elmsley 's  review  has  been  introduced,  and 
ill  a  manner  that  strikingly  reminds  us  of  Major's  edition.  The  Greek 
Theatre  has  been  laid  under  contribution  to  supply  us  with  a  life  of 
Euripides.  MUller's  Greek  Literature  and  SchlegePs  Lectures  are  com- 
plimented, by  the  use  of  a  short  criticism  from  each.  Of  course,  the  por- 
tions extracted  from  Porson  are  given  in  English,  as  was  Major's  before 
it.  Mr.  Wheeler,  in  his  preface,  is  induced  to  complain  that  **  the 
mechanical  labour  of  the  work"  was  much  heavier  than  lie  could  have  an- 
ticipated. It  is  fortunate  for  him  that  his  undertaking  did  not  involve 
labour  of  any  other  kind.  What  it  was  we  may  gather  from  a  few  words 
of  his  own  : — **  I  have  also  culled  from  every  edition  of  the  play  I  could  ob- 
tain, whatever  I  thought  useful."  The  principal  difference  between  this 
book  and  Major's  is,  that  "  for  local  reasons"  the  references  in  matters 
of  construction  are  made  to  Jelf  s  Greek  Grammar,  not  to  Matthiae. 

The  notes,  selected  as  we  have  seen  from  every  quarter,  chiefly  how- 
ever from  Porson,  are  divided  into  two  parts;  and  these  parts  are  kept 
distinct  by  being  printed  in  different  type.  Those  that  hare  reference  to 
various  readings,  or  to  the  text  generally,  are  placed  immediately  below 
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tbe  text;  those  that  refer  to  the  meaning  are  given  in  the  usual  way,  We 
consider  this  a  useful  arrangement.  The  young  student  knows  nothing 
and  cares  nothing  about  various  readings;  while  the  more  advanced 
scholar  does  not  like  to  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  any  editor,  and  now 
and  then  is  willing  to  learn  why  one  word  is  preferred  to  another,  and  on 
what  authority.  Such  criticisms  are  besides  well  calculated  to  render  the 
established  rules  of  construction  and  the  metrical  canons  more  real  and 
more  certain.  He  sees  also  that  the  great  scholars  who  have  been  in- 
strumental in  laying  down  such  laws,  are  obliged  themselves  to  succumb 
to  their  own  regulations. 

As  the  Hecuba  is  generally  among  the  first  of  the  Greek  plays  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  boys ;  as  the  young  beginner  is  our  especial  concern, 
and  has  been  (so  we  gather  from  the  preface)  especially  contemplated  in 
the  present  publication ;  we  think  it  right  to  call  attention  to  one  or  two 
of  the  notes.  For  instance,  we  think  a  beginner  would  not  be  likely  to 
derive  much  satisfaction  or  encouragement  to  proceed  with  Greek  from 
such  an  explanation  as  this  attached  to  line  271 : — 

**  T^  diKai^  commentators  usually  explain  as  equal  to  hKaiutQ^  '  on 
grounds  of  justice  I  maintain  this  plea.'  But  Jelf  must  explain,  '  against 
the  justice  o(  the  measure  I  set  forth  this  plea.'  "  The  one  interpretation 
is  so  flatly  contradictory  of  the  other  that,  for  the  sake  of  the  young,  we 
think  It  would  have  been  wiser  if  the  editor  had  chosen  one,  and  rejected 
the  other.  At  the  same  time  this  is  a  remarkable  proof  that  doctors  dis- 
agree. Again,  what  beginner  would  understand  this  noto,  given  at 
line  326  ?— 

"  KoK&Q  vofiiZofiiv  are  to  be  taken  closely,  as  if  forming  one  notion  : 
*  if  we  carelessly  enact,'  i.  e.  if  we  do  not  rule  to  honour  the  deed  (sic), 
we  shall  surely  incur  the  guilt  of  folly."  If  the  words  in  italics  are  not  a 
misprint,  we  cannot  see  what  meaning  they  are  intended  to  convey.  At 
all  events,  we  should  not  have  expected  the  word  "rule"  in  this  place 
and  sense ;  and  we  noticed  it  also  elsewhere. 

Before  concluding,  we  would  suggest  to  those  who  are  ambitious  of 
editing  plays,  that  besides  the  six  handled  by  the  two  Greek  professors, 
there  are  extant  at  least  ten  other  plays  of  Euripides;  and  that  a  little 
atlention  bestowed  upon  them  would  allow  more  scope  for  erudition,  and 
would  be  doing  a  greater  service  to  all  who  are  striving  to  master  the 
difficulties  and  niceties  of  the  ancient  drama.  It  is  supposed  to  have 
been  from  the  Hecuba  that  Euripides  was  called  by  a  great  authority 
**  the  most  tragic"  of  poets  :  we  venture  to  express  the  opinion  that  the 
Hecuba  is  not  the  greatest,  the  most  beautiful,  or  the  most  interesting 
conception  of  **  Pella's  bard." 


WEEKLY    ROUTINE  OF  LESSONS.       BY  W.    HAMMOND,  HEAD  MASTER  OF  THE 
ST.  THOMAS  CHARTERHOUSE  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS.       (Loudon  :    G.  Bell.) 

Ih  a  notice  of  the  St.  Thomas  Charterhouse  Schools  which  we  gave  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  we  printed  a  copy  of  one  of  the  weekly  routines  or 
time-tables  used  at  these  schools,  in  order  to  make  teachers  acquainted 
with  the  neat  and  convenient  plan  upon  which  they  are  drawn  out.  The 
copperplate  skeleton  which  we  then  stated  to  be  in  preparation,  has  since 
been  published.  It  has  been  very  neatly  engraved  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Smith, 
and  is  printed  on  good  stiff  paper.  It  may  be  had  ready  framed  in  imita- 
tion gutta-percha. 
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A    PR/ICTICAL   SYNOPSIS    OF   ENGLISH  HISTORY,  OR  A   GENERAL   SUMMART 
OF     DATES     AND    EVENTS    FOR     THB     USE     OF     SCHOOLS     AND     PRIVATE 

FAMILIES.  BY  ARTHUR  BOWES.     Second  EditioUy  8vo.,  pp.  32*     (Lon* 

don  :  W,  Pickering.) 
This,  synopsis  consists  of  three  genealogical  charts,  each  of  which  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  chronological  statement  of  the  principal  events  of  the  period 
which  it  embraces.  Cliait  I.  contains  the  genealogy  of  the  Saxon  and 
Danish  kings,  Chart  II.  that  of  the  Norman,  Plantagenet,  and  Tudor 
lines,  Chart  III.  that  of  the  houses  of  Stuart  and  Brunswick.  The 
^'principal  events"  are  mostly  those  connected  with  the  lives  of  the  reign- 
ing princes. 

These  charts  and  statements  are  intended  by  the  author  to  be  committed 
to  memory,  and  to  serve  as  a  framework  for  instruction  in  English  history. 
This  is  the  true  purpose  for  which  these  genealogies  and  lives  of  kings  and 
queens  should  be  learnt.  It  has  only  been  too  much  the  fashion  to  regard 
them  as  the  whole  sum  and  substance  of  history,  instead  of  placing  them 
in  their  proper  light  as  the  mere  skeleton  and  sinews  of  the  subject. 

As  a  groundwork  for  further  teaching  in  history,  genealogies  are  espe- 
cially suited  to  children,  as  they  are  found  to  take  an  interest  in  such 
matters. 

"  In  the  best  schools,"  says  Professor  Moseley,  in  his  Report  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  for  1847,  *'  some  three  or  four  boys  will  be  found  who  can  tell 
the  succession  of  our  sovereigns,  and  this  is  the  perfection  of  the  knowledge  of 

history  to  be  found  in  an  elementary  school The  children  are  familiar 

with  questions  of  descent  of  father  and  son,  and  grandfather  and  great  grand- 
father,  and  the  like,  and  in  that  dreary  waste  which  the  political  relations  of  em* 
pires  present  to  their  minds,  their  interest  takes  refuge  in  those  things  about 
which  they  understand  something,  from  those  about  which  they  understand 
nothing.  It  is  not  the  fact  that  these  pedigrees  are  the  pedigrees  of  our  sove- 
reigns that  gives  them  the  interest.  It  is  simply  that  they  understand  about 
pedigrees,  and  for  that  reason  can  find  an  interest  in  them,  even  if  they  be  such 
as  are  the  subjects  of  history." 

Such  a  work  as  the  present  is  quite  as  useful  as  many  of  the  old 
school  histories,  which  are  chiefly  taken  up  with  the  lives  of  the  kings 
and  queens.  In  some  respects  it  is  even  more  so.  It  takes  up  less  space, 
with  the  same  amount  of  matter,  and  puts  this  into  a  systematic  form, 
which  will  enable  children  to  learn  it  much  more  rapidly.  Above  all,  it 
does  not  profess  to  contain  everything  that  is  needful  to  be  learnt  in  his- 
tory, but  offers  itself  only  a^  a  help  to  the  study  of  what  is  really 
valuable. 


A    HANDBOOK     OF     HEBREW     ANTIQUITIES.      BY    HENRY    BROWNE,     M.A.^ 
PREBENDARY  OF  CHICHESTER.       Loudou  :    RivifigtOnS. 

This  is  an  admirable  manual.  It  is  intended  to  fill  the  same  place  in  the 
subject  of  Hebrew  Antiquities  which  the  excellent  manuals  translated  froni 
the  Swedish  of  Bojesen  have  already  filled  in  the  department  of  Greek  and 
Roman  Archseology.  The  work  is  carefully  drawn  up,  and  the  matter  ex- 
cellently arranged.  Every  portion  is  most  thoroughly  finished  off, and oa 
every  branch  of  the  subject  the  utmost  possible  amount  of  information  is 
given.  The  articles  on  the  Samaritans  and  Pharisees  furnish  good  in- 
stances of  the  general  care  and  accuracy  pervading  the  volume.  This 
Handbook  will  be  useful,  not  merely  in  schools,  but  to  private  students  ick 
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theology;  as  a  large  body  of  questions  has  been  appended  whereby  the 
reader  may  at  any  time  satisfactorily  ascertain  bis  knowledge  of  the  con* 
tents.  Perhaps  the  language  is  not  always  so  simple  as  might  be  desirable 
— such  words  as  deportation,  assonance,  esoteric,  and  others  of  the  same 
kind,  are  likely  to  cause  some  difficulty  to  the  younger  set  of  readers  for 
-whom  the  book  is  intended. 


SOMEB's  ILIAD,  WITH    ENGLISH  NOTES,  AND  GRAMMATICAL   REFERENCES* 

EDITED  BY  T.  K.  ARNOLD,  M.A»     London  :  Riviugtons. 

It  is  no  easy  task  to  write  judicious  notes  in  English  to  any  classical 
author.  The  annotations  are  often  far  too  diffuse — those  of  Anthon,  for 
instance,  where  the  notes  form  the  mass  of  the  book,  and  are  nearly  equi- 
valent to  a  translation  of  the  author,  entirely  preventing  the  reader  from 
liealthily  exerting  his  invention  to  discover  the  sense  of  the  passage  he  is 
reading.  Or  else»  on  the  other  hand,  the  remarks  are  bare  and  meagre, 
conveying  no  really  valuable  information.  This  edition  of  Mr.  Arnold 
appears  to  us  to  have  generally  steered  clear  of  the  opposite  difficulties, 
and  to  furnish  such  notes  as  the  Iliad  requires.  The  chief  difficulty  ex- 
perienced by  junior  readers,  oti  turning  from  the  pure  Attic  dialect  to 
the  perusal  of  Homer,  is  in  the  new  forms  of  verbs,  nouns,  &c.,  presented 
to  him  in  every  line.  The  notes  therefore  he  requires  most  are  such  as 
explain  to  him  the  various  new  inflexions,  and  point  out  their  equivalents 
in  the  dialect  to  which  he  has  been  mainly  habituated.  Mr.  Arnold  does 
this  systematically,  especially  in  the  earlier  books.  In  the  page  we  have 
open  before  us  every  word  of  unusual  form,  or  displaying  any  irregularity, 
is  carefully  explained ;  and  this  we  hold  to  be  a  very  high  merit  in  the 
edition  before  us.  In  the  later  books,  the  notes  appear  to  us  rather  too 
few  and  brief  on  the  whole — those  on  the  chariot  race,  for  instance,  in  the 
twenty-third  book — and  yet  occasionally  to  contain  matter  considerably 
irrelevant.  The  remarks  on  line  496,  book  20,  afford  an  instance  of  what 
ive  mean — indeed,  we  consider  the  annotations  on  the  later  books  to  be 
decidedly  inferior  to  those  on  the  earlier.  Excursus  5,  in  the  appendix, 
is  a  most  valuable  addition,  containing  an  outline  of  Buttmann's  very  able 
treatise  on  some  of  the  Homeric  words. 


THS   CLASSICAL   MANUAL.      COMPILED     BY    JAMES    $•   S.    BAtRD,   TRINXTT 

COLL.,  DUBLIN.     London  :    Whittaker  S^  Co. 

This  manual  is  intended  to  comprise  whhin  the  limits  of  one  volume,  and 
that  by  no  means  a  large  one,  so  much  of  the  various  subjects  embraced  by 
it  as  is  requisite  to  elucidate  the  classical  authors  usually  read  by  junior 
forms  in  schools.  Boys  are  certainly  disinclined  to  seek  for  information 
when  dispersed  through  several  books,  and  to  remove  this  inconvenience 
Mr.  Baird  has  collated  together  the  main  points  of  ancient  geography,  my- 
thology, antiquities,  and  chronology,  for  the  sake  of  easy  reference.  One 
book  cannot  contain  everything ;  and  in  the  attempt  to  make  it  the  com- 
piler of  this  manual  has  been  necessarily  brief,  and,  we  think,  unnecessarily 
meagre.  The  book  commences  with  an  outline  of  ancient  geography ;  and 
at  the  modern  names  are  invu riably  appended  to  the*  more  ancient  ones^ 
•jod  remarkable  facts  connected  with  the  places  under  mention  are  also 
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^ven,  this  portion  of  the  work  is  likely  to  be  useful.  A  serious  drawback, 
however,  is  the  absence  to  a  great  extent  of  an  index,  a  fact  which  mate* 
rially  destroys  its  utility  as  a  book  of  reference.     On  the  occurrence  of  a 
proper  name  the  scholar  naturally  turns  to  his  index,  and  on  findmg^  the 
word  omitted  is  as  much  at  a  loss  as  before.     After  a  list  of  the  most 
famous  mythological  personages  and  early  legends  of  Greece,  Mr.  Barrel 
proceeds  to  treat  of  Greek  and  Roman  antiquities.     And  here  we  think. 
brevity  has  been  too  much  studied — thb  accounts  are  generally  bald,  and 
not  seldom  incorrect,  or  at  least  likely  to  lead  others  into  error.     In  the 
account,  for  instance,  of  the  Athenian  magistrates,  it  is  stated  that  the 
Polemarch  superintended  the  wars,  although  it  is  tolerably  certain  that 
this  portion  of  his  functions  ceased  at  an  early  date.     The  only  account 
given  of  the*'  Proedri"  is  that  they  occupied  the  front  seats  :  Mr.  Baird 
might  have  informed  his  readers  that  they  were  a  subdirisionof  thePry- 
tanes,  to  remedy  the  inconvenience  of  so  large  a  body  presiding.     Some 
account  should  also  have  been  given  of  the  public  ''  liturgies.'*    In  Ae 
Roman  portion  of  this  subject,  again,  we  are  told  that  the  plebeians  were 
necessarily  "  clientes/'  although  Niebuhr  proves  that  the  two  were  origi-^ 
nally  quite  distinct.     The  Comitia  Curiata  are  said  to  have  been  assem- 
blies of  the  whole  people,  when  really  they  were  meetings  of  the  '^  populus/' 
or  pale-burghers.     There  are  some  useful  general  tables  at  the  end  of  the 
work,  and  if  more  carefully  drawn  up  the  manual  may  answer  its  end. 
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ABSURDITIES  IN  ENGLISH  GRAMMAR. 

Sir, — I  proceed,  according  to  my  promise,  to  reply  to  the  two  letters  of 
Rho-Beta. 

I  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  make  any  remarks  upon  Rho^Beta^s  £rait 
letter,  in  the  February  Number  of  the  Journal,  In  regard  to  the  fimt 
point  there  touched  upon,  his  opinion  entirely  coincides  with  mine,  as  he 
will  see  from  my  reply  to  Mr.  Simpson ;  and,  under  the  second  head,  we 
are  Aot  at  variance  upon  the  main  question  ;  but  only  upon  a  trifling: 
matter,  which,  as  I  have  also  told  Mr.  Simpson,  I  do  not  consider  it 
worth  my  while  to  discuss.  Should  I  enter  into  a  separate  discussion  of 
these  secondary  questions,  the  attention  of  those  who  read  the  corre- 
spondence would  be  drawn  off  from  the  absurdities  whidi  I  endeavoured 
to  point  out.  They  would  naturally  enough  suppose  that  these  minutiae 
were  themselves  the  principal  matters  for  which  I  had  contended;  and  I 
should  be  laughed  at  for  my  presumption  in  calling  views  held  by  learned 
doctors,  absurdities.  Both  Mr.  Simpson  and  Rho-Beta  appear  to  have 
fallen  into  the  blunder  which  I  am  anxious  that  other  people  should  avoki. 
They  have  several  times  mistaken  the  main  point  at  issue  ;  and,  fixing  upon, 
a  trifle,  have  endeavoured  to  prove  their  own  views  about  this  trifle  to  be 
correct.  I  have  no  objection  to  that;  but  when  they  afterwards  turn 
round  and  accuse  me  of  discussing  though t-splitting  questions,  I  cannot 
but  think  that  they  lay  the  burden  on  the  wrong  shoulders.*    I  have  en* 
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dearoured  to  point  out  what  seemed  to  me  palpable  blunders ;  and  in 
regard  to  most  of  them,  I  can  have  no  belter  acknowledgment  that  they 
are  such,  than  the  letters  of  these  two  gentlemen. 

In  Rho-Beta's  second  letter,  in  the  March  Number  of  the  Journal,  I  do 
not  find  that  he  dift'ers  from  me  in  reference  to  any  one  of  the  "absurdities,** 
except  that  under  the  fifth  head.  This  is,  in  fact,  the  only  one  point  out 
of  th«  five,  in  regard  to  which  we  are  not  thoroughly  agreed,  so  far  as  the 
main  question  in  each  case  is  concerned.  As  Rho-Beta  has  not  advanced 
anything  himself  upon  this  point,  and  has  stated  that  Mr.  Simpson's  views 
are  identical  with  his  own,  I  may  be  allowed  to  refer  him  to  my  reply  to 
Mr.  Simpson  under  this  head. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  remark  in  relation  to  the  mere  grammatical 
points  under  discussion  ;  but  I  have  still  to  reply  to  the  general  observations 
at  the  end  of  Rho* Beta's  letter.  As  these  coi>cern  questions  of  vital  interest 
in  elementary  education,  I  hope  you  will  allow  uie  to  reply  to  them  at 
considerable  length.  Although  Rho-Beta  and  myself  are  agreed  in  the 
main,  upon  the  grammatical  points,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  differ  en- 
tirely upon  these  more  important  questions. 

It  appears  from  this  that,  according  to  your  correspondent,  we 
(taking  the  pronoun  in  the  widest  sense)  now  consider  grammar  and  geo- 
graphy elementary,  and  geometry  and  natural  philosopliy  higher  subjects, 
and  that  we  ought  to  invert  this  order.  I  can  neither  allow  that  what 
Rho-Beta  here  states  is  the  fact,  nor  agree  with  him  in  regard  to  the  im- 
provement which  he  suggests. 

I  do  not  believe  that  geometry  and  natural  philosophy  are  generally 
regarded  as  higher  subjects,  at  any  rate  not  those  parts  of  them  which  it 
is  practicable  to  teach  in  elementary  and  normal  schools.  In  fact,  there 
bat  been  an  increasing  desire  of  late  years  to  have  these  things  taught  in 
both  these  classes  of  schools. 

One  of  the  greatest  benefits  which  the  Battersea  Normal  School  con- 
ferred upon  the  country  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  period  of 
improvement,  consisted  in  the  impetus  which  it  gave  to  the  teaching  of 
the  science  of  common  things,  as  a  part  of  the  jprac^zca/  education  which 
its  students  were  trained  for  imparting  to  the  children  of  the  poor.     Other 
normal  schools  haTe  followed  its  example,  especially  that  at  Chester  (which 
vas  formed  upon  the  model  of  Battersea);  and,  through  the  masters 
trained  at  these  colleges,  this  practical  instruction  has  been  extensively 
introduced  into  elementary  schools,  and  I  believe  is  being  carried  on  in 
Yery  many  of  them  with  success.     Then  there  is  the  far-famed   King's 
Somborne  School,  with  its  lessons  on  familiar  things,  given  after  the  plan 
pursued  at  Battersea,  and  with  Mr.  Dawes's  valuable  *'  Suggestive  Hints,'' 
referring  chiefiy    to   this   subject.       These  influences   have    been    felt 
throughout  the  country ;  and  I  believe  that  some  of  the  commonest  lessons 
now  given  in  the  best  elementary  schools,  are  lessons  on  natural  phi- 
losophy. 

With  regard  to  geometry,  perhaps  this  subject  has  not  hitherto  been 
sufficiently  studied  in  our  normal  and  elementary  schools;  there  has  not 
been  time  for  everything  in  the  first  few  years  of  our  new  educational 
existence,  and  practical  matters  have  very  properly  had  the  preference. 
But,  at  any  rate,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  wbeti>er  or  not  geometry 
(Euclid)  is  considered  an  elementary  subject.  Rho-Beta  is  probably 
aware  that  pupil  teachers  are  strongly  encouraged  by  the  Committee  o 
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tjouncil  on  Education  to  study  geometry.  They  are  allowed  to  substitute 
the  first  four  books  of  Euclid  for  mechanics,  mensuration^  land-surveying, 
•levelling,  and  algebra — five  different  subjects ;  and  their  Lordships  give  a 
'preference  to  the  three  first  books  over  these  subjects  in  the  examination  of 
candidates  for  exhibitions  to  their  training  school  at  Kneller  Hall,  and  for 
Queen*s  scholarships  ;  so  that  there  is  no  mistake  about  the  value  which 
the  Committee  of  Council  set  upon  geo-netry,  as  an  elementary  subject. 
The  alterations,  too,  which  their  Lordships  have  made  in  their  require- 
iiients  in  this  respect,  appear  to  have  been  suggested  by  one  better  quali- 
fied perhaps  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  subject  than  any  other  man  in 
the  kingdom,  namely.  Professor  Moseley.  (See  his  General  Report  on  the 
Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  for  1848,49,50,  vol. 
i.  p.  24.) 

I  do  not  admit,  therefore,  that  geometry  and  natural  philosophy  are 
reckoned  among  the  **  higher  subjects,"  by  the  students  in  our  training 
colleges,  or  even  by  the  pupil  teachers  in  our  elementary  schools. 

It  would  be  simply  ridiculous  to  set  about  proving  that  grammar  and 
geometry  are  elementary  subjects.  We  all  know  and  recognise  that  they 
are  such,  to  the  extent  to  which  they  are  taught  in  elementary  and  nor- 
mal schools. 

Grammar  is,  perhaps,  the  most  elementary  of  all  subjects  ;  for,  properly 
considered,  reading  itself  is  a  part  of  grammar,  and  spelling  is  certainly 
an  elementary  occupation.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  never  found  any 
difficulty  in  teaching  children  to  distinguish  the  parts  of  speech^  and  to  tell 
a  little  about  them.  But,  as  a  matter  of  course,  if  Rho-Beta  cannot 
teach  grammar  satisfactorily  to  himself,  without  cracking  his  head  for 
exact  scientific  definitions  of  the  various  grammatical  terms,  the  subject, 
in  his  hands,  will  soon  cease  to  be  elementary,  and  will  rise  to  the  dignity 
and  abstruseness  of  metaphysics.  He  is,  doubtless,  aware  that  the  power 
of  defining  accurately  the  meanings  of  words  is  one  of  the  highest  accom<* 
plishments  of  the  human  mind ;  and  that,  accordingly,  none  but  great 
men  have  ever  succeeded  as  lexicographers.  No  wonder  then  that  no 
elementary  teacher  should  have  succeeded  in  defining  such  terms  as 
^*  Nominative  Case,''  so  as  to  make  its  meaning  and  application  compre* 
liensible  to  children  without  further  explanation.  Did  Rho-Beta  ever 
attempt  to  give  his  scholars  an  intelligible  definition  of  **  life,"  or  of  any 
of  the  common  epithets  which  we  daily  and  hourly  make  use  of  to  denote 
the  various  phases  of  that  life,  such  as  "pain,"  ** pleasure,*'  "sleep"? 
The  fact  is,  that  it  is  just  as  impossible  to  define  these  things  as  it  is  un- 
necessary to  do  so.  If  I  show  a  boy  the  nominative  case  used  in  a  sen- 
tence, or  in  several  sentences,  so  that  he  can  distinguish  it  another  time, 
I  explain  it  to  him  much  more  effectually  than  I  could  if  I  were  to  talk  to 
iiim  about  it  (or  define  it)  for  a  month.  It  is  the  same  with  the  mind's 
eye  as  with  the  body's  eye.  If  you  wanted  to  give  a  person  an  idea  of 
some  object  which  you  could  conveniently  show  him,  you  would  not  place 
it  behind  his  back  and  describe  it  to  him.  Hence  the  great  value  of  ob- 
ject lessons  and  pictorial  illustrations  in  teaching.  And  so  it  is  with  the 
mental  vision.  There  are  thousands  of  things  which  the  mind  can  percei/e 
at  a  glance,  which  it  would  be  almost,  and  sometimes  quite,  impossible  to 
describe  or  indicate  by  words.  For  instance,  we  can  tell  in  a  moment, 
that  a  piece  of  poetry  or  music  is  good  or  bad,  without  being  able  to  say 
-why  it  is  so.     Hence  the  high  place  which  has  been  given  to  **  teachin^j 
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by  example/'  not  cnly  by  us  in  elementary  initrutftion,  but  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  whole  human  race  by  the  Almighty  himself. 

Both  of  these  important  facts,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  overlooked  by 
many  teachers^  who  will  go  on  preaching  away  to  their  clas»  for  half  an 
hour,  defining  and  describing  without  ever  turning  to  the  black  board 
which  stands  unemployed  behind  their  backs,  the  poor  children  all  the 
while  understanding  nothing  of  what  they  are  saying,  but  appearing  per- 
fectly bewildered  with  the  mazy  mass  of  words,  when  the  whole  matter 
might  have  been  rendered  evident  to  the  physical  or  the  mental  eye  by 
a  diagram  in  the  one  case,  or  an  example  in  the  other.  These  teachers 
seem  to  think  that  it  is  humiliating  to  descend  to  such  simple  illustrations^ 
and  so  to  acknowledge  the  inadequacy  of  their  powers  of  description. 

With  respect  to  geography,  to  say  that  **  few  subjects  are  more  abstruse 
or  require  more  consummate  skill  than  the  impartation  of  correct  notions 
on  this  one,"  is  either  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  experience  of  all  the  trained 
elementary  teachers  in  this  country,  or  else  to  give  them  all  credit  for 
consummate  skill ;  for  that  they  have,  as  a  body,  succeeded  in  imparting 
correct  notions  on  this  subject,  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt.  It 
bas  always  appeared  to  me  that  geography  is  one  of  the  very  easiest  of  all 
subjects  to  teach  to  children  ;  and  when  I  say  this,  I  do  not  mean,  as 
Rho-Beta  might  otherwise  suppose,  that  barren  and  unprofitable  informa- 
tion which  used  to  be  given  in  schools  and  school-books  under  this  name, 
but  I  mean  geography  taught  in  a  rational  and  instructive  manner,  accord- 
ing to  the  most  approved  notions  of  the  present  day.  Nothing  is  easier 
than  to  point  out  to  a  child  on  a  map  the  physical  features  of  a  country, 
and  its  political  divisions  and  principal  towns  ;  nor  is  it  difHcult  to  explain 
to  them  how  the  location  and  pursuits  of  the  inhabitants  are  influenced 
by  the  physical  features. 

To  impart  **  correct  notions,"  on  the  subject,  that  is,  I  suppose,  ta 
describe  places  so  accurately  that  the  pupils  may  have  as  good  an  idea  of 
them  as  if  they  had  seen  them,  is,  of  course,  simply  impossible ;  but  we 
may  make  a  near  approximation  to  this,  quite  as  near  as  is  necessary,  even 
though  our  own  descriptions  are  only  borrowed  from  books.  I  believe 
that  many  persons  who  have  read  a  good  deal  about  foreign  countries  in 
geographies  and  books  of  travel,  have  almost  as  correct  a  notion  of  those 
countries  as  if  they  had  seen  them.  After  all,  the  various  parts  of  the 
earth's  surface  do  not  difler  so  entirely  from  one  another  that  we  may  not 
find  a  means  of  comparison  and  illustration  in  the  district  in  which  we 
live,  not  confining  ourselves  to  *'  the  streets  in  the  neighbourhood  of  one's 
school.'^  Knowing  one  portion  of  the  earth's  surface,  we  readily  under- 
stand a  description  of  any  other  portion.  As  to  the  extent  of  the  countries 
on  the  face  of  the  globe,  and  of  the  globe  itself,  it  is  perhaps  difficult  to  give 
a  child  "  correct  notions  "  on  these  points,  as  they  are  entirely  beyond  its 
experience  ;  but  we  need  not  be  in  so  great  a  hurry  to  do  this  ;  its  mind 
will  gradually  expand,  until  it  is  able  to  take  in  the  vastness  of  such  di- 
mensions. In  all  descriptions  of  the  size  and  beauty  or  grandeur  of  single 
objects  on  the  earth's  surface — for  instance,  a  mountain  or  a  town — the 
children's  imaginations  will  always  carry  them  beyond  the  reality,  if  the 
teacher  possess  any  descriptive  power  at  all. 

It  is  true  that  the  necessity  of  such  power  for  giving  the  instruction 
efficiently,  makes  geography  one  of  the  higher  subjects  to  many  teachers  ; 
but  the  mere  fact  that  this  instruction  consists,  or  should  consist,  almfist 
entirely  of  description,  and  only  requires  attention  and  memory  on  the 
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part  of  the  pupil,  makes  it  decidedly  an  elementary  subject  as  far  as 
they  are  concerned. 

Of  course,  all  four  of  these  subjects  cease  to  be  elementary  beyond  a 
•certain  point ;  geometry  and  natural  philosophy  when  we  apply  mathe- 
matical calculation  to  them,  grammar  when  we  rise  to  the  philosophy  of 
language,  and  geography  when  we  treat  of  mathematical  and  physical 
geography  as  separate  sciences.  But  still  the  beginning  and  basis  of 
each  of  them  is  elementary,  and  this  is  the  part  we  have  to  do  with  in  our 
elementary  schools. 

^hen,  therefore,  Rho-Beta  proceeds  to  account  for  the  tendency  which 
I  noticed  in  my  letter,  he  simply  mistakes  one  thing  for  another.  The 
tendency  which  he  alludes  to,  is  that  of  children  to  prefer  one  elementary 
subject  to  another.  The  tendency  which  I  pointed  out,  was  that  of  the 
young  men  m  our  training  colleges  to  neglect  the  elementary  subject^ 
which  they  will  have  to  teach  when  they  come  into  charge  of  schools, 
for  the  higher  subjects  which  they  will  not  have  to  teach,  but  which 
bring  them  more  immediate  honour  as  students.  By  "  higher  subjects  ** 
he  will  now  understand  that  I  meant  studies  that  arc  really  difficult  and 
advanced,  such  as  the  Calculus  and  higher  mathematics  generally,  Latin^ 
Greek,  French,  and  Logic.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  existence  of  this 
tendency.  It  has  been  frequently  pointed  out  by  her  Majesty's  inspec- 
tors, and  the  principals  and  other  masters  of  training  colleges  know 
it  too  well.  I  am  afraid  that  the  Committee  of  Council  has  uninten- 
tionally given  some  encouragement  to  it  by  the  high  certificates  which 
they  have,  in  some  instances,  awarded  to  men  who  had  made  great  pro- 
gress in  mathematics,  but  who  possessed  very  poor  general  knowledge 
and  little  or  no  skill  as  teachers.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  beneficial  to 
elementary  education,  if  their  Lordships*  excellent  rule  were  better  known  ; 
namely,  that  a  man  who  shows  superior  attainments  in  the  elementary 
subjects  and  great  teaching  power,  may  obtain  the  highest  certificate  of 
merit. 

In  preference  to  adding  anything  farther  of  my  own  upon  this  subject, 
1  will,  in  conclusion,  subjoin  the  following  extract  from  Professor  Moseley's 
Report  on  the  Male  Training  Schools  for  1850,  printed  in  the  Minutes  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  1850-51,  Vol.  i.,  p.  31  : — 

"  I  regret  not  to  be  able  to  record  an  impression  that  the  training-schools  which 
I  have  visited,  have  generally  those  peculiar  and  distinctive  features  as  com- 
pared with  other  places  of  instruction,  on  the  importance  of  which  I  have  here 
insisted.  Of  the  two  aspects  under  which  the  studies  of  such  a  place  present 
themselves,  that  in  which  the  students  acquire  knowledge  for  themselves,  aad 
that  in  which  they  acquire  it  to  teach  to  others,  I  find  but  few  traces  of  the 
latter.  The  students  learn  but  little  in  the  light  of  that  which  they  have  alao 
to  teach.  Among  the  many  subjects  to  which  their  attention  is  directed,  there 
is  often  no  special  study  of  those  which  belong  to  elementary  instruction.  If, 
indeed,  the  thinness  of  their  attainments  is  apparent  in  one  class  of  subjects 
rather  than  another,  it  is,  perhaps,  in  these. 

"  Nor  is  this  want  of  a  professional  bearing  in  the  studies  of  training  colleges 
much  to  be  wondered  at.  Each  received  its  organitation,  and  the  direction  of 
the  studies  proper  to  it,  at  a  period  when  the  whole  subject  of  normal  instructioa 
was  new  to  our  experience.  What  is  faulty  in  them  is  based  on  forf^etfulneas 
of  tbe  elementary  school.  JBut  it  was  not  easy  to  find  officers  to  take  the  charge 
of  them,  in  other  respects  competent  and  also  conversant  with  elementary 
vehools. 
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"We  are  accustomed  to  look  upon  every  other  kind  of  knowledge  as  an  in- 
ferior form — a  fragment — of  that  which  in  our  universities  attains  its  perfection. 
It  was  easy  to  break  oft*  such  a  fragment  from  a  university  education,  and  to 
give  it  to  the  elementary  teacher,  and  that  was  considered  to  be  enoni^. 

'*  To  undertake  the  careful  study  of  such  subjeets  as  religious  knowledge 
with  a  special  refsrence  to  the  bwsinass  of  demeittary  i&structioo,  and  of  arith- 
BMtiCy  geography,  and  htstory,  and  the  art  of  teaching,  as  sciences  adapted  to 
the  education  of  children,  waa  another  thing. 

"  Besides  great  enterprise,  industry,  and  originality  of  mind,  it  supposed  an 
actual  experience  of  elementary  teaching.  It  was,  moreover,  urged,  not  with- 
out some  show  of  reason,  that  to  remedy  the  defects  of  candidates  for  the 
office  of  schoolmaster  in  technical  knowledge,  and  to  add,  so  far  as  might  be 
practicable,  the  elements  of  what  i»  oaUed  a  liberal  education,  was  to  fit  then 
in  the  best  way  for  their  professional,  as  for  any  other  duties  which  might 
devolve  upon  them.  Experience  has  now,  however,  convinced  us  that  studies 
thus  pursued  by  the  schoolmaster  ambitiously,  and  in  forgetfulness  of  the  wants 
of  his  school^  are  commonly  in  themselves  vauid  and  fruitless ;  and  that,  taking 
the  place  of  others  of  humbler  pretensions,  out  more  useful  application,  they 
leave  him  at  once  without  resources  for  an  efficient  discharge  of  his  dbties,  and 
give  him  an  ambition  beyond  them. 

*'  We  have  learned  that  in  a  man's  presumed  competency  to  ibe  office  of  an 
elementary  teacher  on  the  strength  of  a  good  general  education,  there  is  fallacy 
of  the  same  kind  as  there  would  be  in  his  undertaking  on  no  better  grounds 
to  practise  as  a  lawyer  or  a  physician." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IOTA  TAU. 

[We  have  received  further  correspondence ;  but  regret  that  we  cannot  give 
up  mo  re  of  our  space  to  the  subject.] 
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Sir, — One  of  the  best  modes  of  procuring  the  removal  of  abuses  is 
undoubtedly  to  expose  them  to  public  view ;  for,  although  individuals  of 
the  community,  and  particular  classes  of  people,  may  fall  into  and  per- 
petuate errors,  the  public,  as  a  whole,  are  generally  in  the  right,  and  are 
always  ready  to  pronounce  censure,  and  to  effect  reforms,  wliere  neces- 
sary. I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  none  of  your  correspondents  have 
hitherto  undertaken  to  point  out,  through  the  appropriate  medium  of  your 
columns,  the  deplorable  manner  in  which  the  musical  portion  of  the 
church  service  is  **  performed"  by  our  country  choirs.  1  would  much 
rather  have  seen  this  done  by  a  more  competent  hand  than  my  own  ;  but 
it  is  really  high  time  that  some  one  should  make  a  beginning,  and  it  little 
matters  whose  voice  is  first  heard,  so  long  as  good  speakers  follow.  If  1 
succeed  in  drawing  attention  to  the  subject,  I  shall  consider  that  the 
first  step  has  been  made  towards  an  improvement. 

The  parish  church  of  the  village  in  which  I  live,  may,  I  think,  be  taken 
as  a  fair  specimen  of  the  generality  of  them,  so  far  as  the  musical  per- 
formances are  concerned. 

We  have  a  pretty  tolerable  little  organ,  with  one  row  of  keys,  a  dozen 
stops,  and  pedals ;  but  we  have  nobody  who  can  play  it  (that  is,  who 
will  play  it  for  little  or  no  remuneration),  except  a  self-taught  musician,  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  I  mentioned  that  there  are  pedals,  but  they  might 
just  as  well  have  been  left  away,  for  they  are  never  played  upon;  and 
everybody  knows  the  unsubstantial,  bottomless  sort  of  sound  which  an 
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organ  produces  without  a  pedal-bass.  As  to  the  stops,  although  consider- 
able variety  may  be  produced  from  twelve  diflferent  registers  of  pipes,  yet 
with  us  the  tone  is  either  very  loud  or  very  soft,  and  never  anything  be- 
tween the  two.  However,  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  our  worthy 
organist  himself.  As  a  self-taught  genius,  he  merits  considerable  respect, 
and  I  think  he  obtains  it  from  the  members  of  the  congregation.  It  is 
only  against  the  system  that  I  speak  which  permits  such  neglect  in  oae 
of  the  essential  elements  of  the  musical  service. 

Our  choir  is  composed,  in  the  usual  way,  of  school  boys  and  girls,  and 
adult  singers,  male  and  female.  They  are  not  taught  to  sing  from  notes, 
but  meet  once  a  week  in  the  church  to  practise  the  pieces  for  the  ensuing 
Sunday,  under  the  direction  of  a  gentleman  who  has  long  taken  the  lead 
of  the  choir,  and  without  whose  efforts  the  church  would  probably  have 
had  no  choir  at  all.  They  do  not  affect  to  sing  in  parts.  It  is  true,  we 
sometimes  hear  a  few  tenor  notes,  towards  the  end  of  the  tunes  and  phrases, 
from  the  gentleman  whom  I  have  just  mentioned ;  but  his  office,  of  courbe, 
prevents  him  from  doing  more  than  this  towards  producing  harmony. 
With  this  exception,  all  the  choir,  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  join 
in  the  air;  not  that  they  create  any  great  volume  of  sound,  for,  occa- 
sionally, only  one  voice  out  of  the  lot  is  audible,  namely,  that  .of  the 
principal  female  singer.  It  is  at  these  times  that  I  like  the  singing  best, 
for  this  young  lady  has  a  nice  voice  and  sings  with  some  degree  of  taste. 

We  generally  commence  the  morning  service  by  singing  CeciFs  Anthem, 
''  I  will  arise,"  or  a  Sanctus  by  Dr.  Camidge.  Not  to  say  anything 
about  the  way  in  which  these  pieces  are  executed,  I  think  it  a  very  great 
impropriety  that  the  service  should  be  opened  by  the  singing  of  the  con- 
gregation, that  is,  what  ought  to  be  the  singing  of  the  congregation. 
The  minister's  voice  ought  certainly  to  be  the  first  heard  in  the  service. 
It  seems  particularly  objectionable  that  the  anthem  sung  at  the  com- 
mencement should  be  taken  from  the  Introductory  Sentences,  as  in  the 
case  of  <'I  will  arise;'*  for  this  is  directly  contrary  to  the  rubric,  which 
says^  *' At  the  beginning  of  Morning  Prayer  the  Minister  shall  read  with 
a  loud  voice  some  one  or  more  of  these  sentences  of  the  Scriptures,  that 
follow."  If  we  consider  that  these  sentences  are  intended  to  convey  to 
the.  congregation  an  exhortation  to  repentance,  or  a  promise  of  pardon,  in 
the  very  words  of  the  Scriptures,  we  shall  see  the  reason  for  the  mode 
enjoined  by  the  rubric.  And,  if  we  consider,  too,  that  this  is  the  most 
appropriate  method  of  beginning  divine  service,  and  has  been  appointed 
as  such  by  the  Church,  we  shall  see  generally  why  the  practice  in  question 
is  objectionable.  The  Sanctus,  I  think,  is  almost  as  much  out  of  place 
here  as  the  **  I  will  arise ; "  but  some  excuse  is  afforded  our  choir  by  the 
equally  uncanonical  practice  of  some  of  our  cathedrals,  where  it  is  sung 
immediately  before  the  sermon.  The  fact  is,  the  musical  portion  of  the 
Communion  Service  is  neglected  in  all  our  cathedrals  and  churches ;  but 
every  one  feels  how  beautifully  adapted  to  singing  the  words  of  the  Sanctus 
are,  and  hence  there  is  a  desire  to  introduce  it  in  some  other  part  of  the 
morning  service. 

The  next  thing  we  sing  is  the  Gloria  Patri,  before  the  Venite.  It  needs 
but  a  glance  at  the  rubric  to  see  that  this  is  frustrating  the  purpose  for 
which  the  Gloria  is  placed  here.  The  minister  and  people  are  mutually 
enkindling  one  another's  devotion  by  pronouncing  alternately  the  versicles 
appointed  for  them,  previously  to  the  great  outburst  of  praise  and  prayer 
in  the  Venite ;    and  suddenly,  in  the  midst  of  this^  the  organ  and  choir 
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break  in,  and  do  the  minister*!  part  as  well  as  thefr  own.  The  rubric  at 
this  place  expressly  says,  *'  Here  all  standing  up,  tlie  Print  shall  say. 
Glory  be  to  the  Father,  &c.  ;**  but  the  People  with  us,  it  would  seem, 
are  independent  of  the  mbrie.  Immediately  after  tl its  short  performance, 
there  is  a  sort^of  interrogatire  pause,  and  then  the  remainin|^  two  of  the 
versicles  are  pronounced  by  the  priest  and.  the  people  respeclively.  The 
effect  of  the  chanting  of  the  Gloria,  in  this  place,  is  very  sudden  and 
abrupt.  Ton  cannot  help  fancying,  even  after  you  have  heard  it  repeat^ 
edly,  that  the  choir  have  made  a  mistake  and  broken  in  at  the  wrong 
place ;  and  when  they  go  on  wkk  the  Venite,  you  feel  that  the  sioging 
ought  to  I^ave  commenced  here. 

I  now  come  to  speak  of  the  Venite  itself,  that  is,  the  performance  of 
it  by  our  choir.  One  of  the  greatest  faults  is,  that  they  always  sing 
it  to  the  same  chant,  and  that  chant  unfortunately  one  of  Dr.  Crotch's. 
I  should  imagine  that  it  would  be  possible  for  tl»em  to  learn  aaolher ;  but, 
however  that  may  be,  they  always  stick  to  the  same,  from  year's  end  to 
year's  end,  as  if  there  were  not  another  in  the  whole  lauge  of  music,  or, 
9tt  any  rate,  not  one  worth  singing.  They  endeavour  to  produce  variety 
of  effect  by  singing  the  verses  alternately  loud  and  soft.  This  is  i^utte 
irrespective  of  the  requirements  of  the  sense,  and,  accordingly,  the  verse, 
^^  The  sea  is  his,  and  he  made  it :  and  his  hands  prepared  the  dry  land,'' 
is  sui»g  soft,  while  the  succeeding  verse,  *^  O  come,  let  us  worship,  and 
fall  down  :  and  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker,"  is  sung  loud.  But 
this  is  a  mere  nothing  compared  with  the  vioUtion  of  the  sensa  which  I 
iiwi  about  to  mention  ;  and  I  wish  the  more  particularly  to  draw  attention 
to  it,  as  it  is  committed  in  all  our  churches,  whenever  a  Double  Chant  it 
vi9ed  for  the  Venite.  I  cannot  imagine  how  it  is  that  clergymen, 
organists,  singers,  and  congregation  can  help  seeing  how  completely  the 
sense  of  this  psalm  is  marred,  but  go  on  committing  the  same  mistake 
Sunday  after  Sunday.  Two  verses  go  to  a  Double  Chant,  and  if  the 
canticle  cr  hymn  has  an  odd  number  of  verses,  the  last  verse  is  sung  to 
the  second  half  of  the  chant.  This  is  the  case  with  the  Venite.  The  odd 
▼erse,  however,  in  this  canticle,  is  not  the  last  one,  hot  the  fifth ;  so  that 
the  connexion  of  the  worda  is  entirely  destroyed  from  that  verse  (incluttive) 
to  the  end.     I  will  write  down  this  part  of  the  Venite  as  it  is  sung  : — 

'*The  sea  is  his,  and  be  made  it:  and  his  hands  prepared  the  dry  land.  O 
come,  let  us  worship,  and  fall  down :  and  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker. 

**  For  he  is  the  Lord  our  God :  and  ws  are  the  people  of  his  pasture,  and  the 
sheep  of  his  hand.  To  day  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts :  as 
in  the  provocation,  and  as  in  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wilderness ; 

"When  your  fathers  tempted  me :  proved  me,  and  saw  my  works.  Forty  years 
lonff  was  I  grieved  with  this  generation,  and  said  :  It  is  a  people  that  do  err  in 
their  hearts,  for  they  have  not  known  my  ways. 

"Unto  whom  I  sware  in  my  wrath :  that  they  should  not  enter  into  my  rest." 

This  might  be  obviated  by  singing  the  fifth  verse  to  the  last  half  of  the 
chant,  which  would  make  the  division  the  words  requir.!  between  the  first 
five  and  the  remaining  verses  (for  the  subject  here  alters  from  praise  to 
prayer),  and  would  caase  the  sixth  verse  to  fall  upon  the  beginning  of  \\\e 
chant,  when  all  the  remaining  v.^rses  would  necessarily  fall  into  their  pro- 
per places. 

The  same  remarks  might  bo  made  with  reference  to  the  Magnificat  and 
the  Deus  Misereatur  in  the  Evening  Service,  where  the  fifth  verse  is  again 
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^he  odd  one.  I  am  informed  that  this  m  a  very  common  characteristic  of 
the  Hebrew  poetry. 

The  division  of  the  words  of  the  Venite  and  the  other  canticles  by  our 
choir^  is  very  peculiar  in  some  respects.  They  seem  to  let  the  accented 
notes  of  the  chant  fall  as  much  as  possible  upon  unimportant  mo- 
nosyllables ;  and  as  for  the  accent  of  the  longer  words,  that  has  to  look 
^ut  for  itself,  for  it  is  treated  with  the  utmost  indifference. 

I  subjoin  a  few  passages  of  the  Venite  marked  as  they  are  sung :— * 

0  come,  let  us  sing  un  |  ^  the  |  Lord. 

Let  U8  come  before  his  presence  |  to^th  thanks  |  giving. 

And  the  strength  of  the  |  hills  is  |  his  al  |  so\ 

As  in  the  provocation,  and  as  in  the  day  of  temptation  |  in  the  |  wilder-  | 

1  know  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  divide  the  words  satisfactorily ;  but 
the  above  and  similar  violations  of  the  accent  are  really  very  careless. 
They  might  be  easily  avoided,  and  the  sense  brought  out  better  at  the  same 
time.  There  are  very  few  churches,  indeed,  throughout  the  country^ 
where  the  division  of  the  words  is  not  open  to  some  objections,  and,  in 
one  or  two  of  the  cathedrals  even,  considerable  improvement  might  be 
made.  The  Prayer-book  already  marks,  by  means  of  the  colon,  the 
principal  division  of  the  words,  and  I  do  not  see  why  the  minor  divisions 
should  not  be  similarly  indicated.  Until  this  is  done,  we  shall  neither 
have  correctness  nor  uniformity  in  our  mode  of  chanting. 

Our  choir  are  not  capable  of  chanting  the  psalms  of  the  day ;  but  they 
do  not  like  to  let  them  pass  off  altogether  unsung,  and  so  they  chant  the 
Oloria  after  the  last  of  them.  This  has  a  very  incongruous  effect.  Read- 
ing and  singing  do  not  alternate  well ;  and  if  the  psalms  are  said,  the 
<3lloria  ought  to  be  said  too.  The  singing  of  it  is  a  sort  of  excuse  for 
not  chanting  the  whole  of  the  psalms,  which  is  what  ought  to  be  done, 
and  what  might  be  done  by  any  choir,  with  a  little  painstaking  and  per* 
severance.  There  are  plenty  of  churches  in  the  manufacturing  districts 
of  the  north  of  England  in  which  they  are  chanted  by  the  ordinary  choir. 
It  is  true,  the  natives  of  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  are  more  musical  than 
iheir  brethren  in  the  south ;  but  this  sufficiently  shows  that  there  is  no 
insuperable  difficulty  to  the  chanting  of  the  psalms,  when  a  proper  effort 
is  made.  The  dividing  of  the  words  can  no  longer  be  urged  as  a  difficulty 
now  that  so  many  **  Psalters  marked  for  chanting"  have  been  published. 
There  is  one  (called,  I  believe,  the  **  Canterbury  Psalter")  with  which 
it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  make  a  mistake,  as  it  displays  the  words 
and  syllables  to  be  sung  to  the  non-reciting  notes  of  the  chant  in  much 
larger  type  than  the  rest.  I  am  not  surprised,  however,  that  our  choir  do 
not  attempt  to  chant  the  psalms,  for,  at  the  rate  at  which  they  sing,  it 
would  take  them  pretty  nearly  the  whole  of  service  time. 

The  Te  Deum  is  always  said,  and  the  effect,  of  course,  is  tame  enough. 
This  noble  hymn  was  certainly  never  intended  to  be  *'8aid."  There 
is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  chanted,  where  the  choir  are  able  to 
sing  the  shorter  canticles.* 

We  do  chant  the  Jubilate,  as  that  is  short ;  but  here  again  one  and 
the  same  chant  is  invariably  used,  namely,  the  unison  chant  by  Dr.  Jones. 
Although  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  cliant  itself,  yet  to  give  it 
«very  Sunday  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  indolent  on  the  part  of  the  choir, 
who  might  easily  learn  another  chant  or  two. 


CORRESPOND  SKCE.  195 

A  metrical  psalm  is  sung  after  the  Litany,  and  a  hymn  just  before  the 
sermon.  I  am  aware  that  this  is  the  plan  in  most  of  our  churches  ;  but 
I  do  not  know  why  we  so  generally  disregard  the  rubric  after  the  third 
collect,  which  says,  ''  In  Choirs,  and  Places  where  they  sing,  here 
followeth  the  Anthem."  People  seem  to  interpret  this  direction  literally ; 
and  because  they  cannot  sing  an  anthem,  they  do  not  sing  in  this  place 
at  all.  But  it  shonld  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  metrical  psalms  and  hymns 
are  only  substitutes  for  the  regular  anthem,  which  the  want  of  skill  on 
the  part  of  choirs  obliges  them  to  omit.  As  such,  of  course,  they  should 
take  the  place  of  the  anthem,  in  regard  to  position  in  the  service,  one  of 
the  times  they  are  sung.  This  is  a  more  appropriate  place  for  singing 
than  either  of  those  usually  chosen,  but  particularly  more  so  than  before 
the  sermon. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall's  collection  of  psalms  and 
hymns  is  used  at  our  church.  Tate  and  Brady*s  version  of  the  psalms 
is  bad^  but  Mr.  Hall's  version  of  Tate  and  Brady  is  no  better.  As  for 
the  hymns,  there  is  scarcely  a  line  left  in  any  one  of  them  that  could 
be  found  in  the  original. 

The  psalm  and  hymn  tunes  we  sing  are  generally  those  which  have 
least  of  an  ecclesiastical  character ;  such  as,  Devizes  (a  great  favourite), 
Shirland,  Cambridge  New,  Job,  and  Mount  Ephraim.  Our  choir  seem 
to  be  particularly  fond  of  tunes  which  require  the  repetition  of  the  last 
line,  or  part  of  it.  When  the  whole  line  is  repeated,  it  does  not  so  much 
matter,  although  this  seems  to  be  somewhat  superfluous ;  but  when  only 
parts  of  the  line  are  repeated,  the  most  absurd  effects  are  sometimes 
produced.  For  instance,  the  last  line  of  the  second  verse  of  Psalm  cxi., 
which  they  always  sing  to  Job,  has  to  be  divided  thus  :— 

''And  in  the  pi — and  in  the  pi-ous  search  delight.'* 

I  have  confined  myself  to  the  morning  service,  but  similar  remarks 
might  be  made  with  reference  to  the  evening  service. 

Now,  Sir,  is  there  no  remedy  for  this  defective  state  of  the  nsusical  part 
of  our  public  worship  in  country  places  ?  To  whom  ought  we  to  look 
for  such  a  remedy  ?  You  will,  of  course,  answer  Jto  the  clergyman  and 
schoolmaster  of  the  parish.  I  believe  that  clergymen  and  schoolmasters 
are  effecting  an  improvement  in  the  singing  at  church  in  many  places. 
This  may  be  gathered  from  the  numerous  advertisements  for  teachers,  in 
which  managers  make  the  ability  to  '*  lead  the  singing  and  play 
the  organ"  an  indispensable  requirement.  I  could  wish,  however, 
that  adequate  remuneration  were  offered ;  for  then  schoolmasters  could 
afford  to  gain  some  proficiency  in  these  respects,  and  the  improve- 
ment would  be  much  more  general.  But,  Sir^  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
there  are  plenty  of  parishes,  and  ours  is  one  of  them,  in  which  the  clergy- 
man and  schoolmaster  do  nothing  towards  improving  the  singing.  Our 
vicar  even  sets  his  face  against  it  altogether,  because,  he  says,  if  you  teach 
children  to  sing,  they  will  be  led  to  frequent  public-houses. 

I  could  wish  that  our  Universities  and  our  Training  Colleges  would  do 
something  more  towards  giving  their  students  a  musical  education.  What 
improvement  can  we  expect  clergymen  and  schoolmasters  to  effect  in  the 
singing  at  church,  until  the  improvement  has  first  begun  at  home  ? 

An  English  Churchman. 
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ANSWERS  TO  THE  MATHEMATICAL  QUESTIONS. 

Quxs.  129. — Proposed  by  N* Imports. 

A  fast  traia  starts  at  20  minules  past  12Vclock;  it  overtakes  a  log- 
gage  train  which  travels  15  miles  an.  hour ;  and  after  having  gone  15  miles 
further  on,  overtakes  a  slow  train  which  travels  20  miles  per  hour.  An* 
othec  fast  train ,  which  travels  at  the^same  rate  as  the  first,  starts  from  the 
same  station  at  2  o'clock  ;  overtakes  the  luggage  train ;  and  after  having 
g^ne  65  miles  further,  overtakes  the  slow  train  .  •  .  Find  the  cate  cif 
the  first  train. 

Note. — ^This  question,  omitting  certain  superfluous  data,  is  tak«n  from 
"  Hairs  Algebra.' 


*f 


Answered  by  the  Proposer,  and  similarly  by  J.  B.y  Manchester^ 
A  L,  S.  h,  8.  (SJ 

I 1— ir-i ! 65 1 ' 

Let  A  be  the  station  from  whicb  the  fast  trains  start,  L^,  S^,  the  respective  positions 
of  the  luggage  and  slow  trains  when  overtaken  by  tiie  first  fast  train,  and  L,,  8,,  tbev 
respective  positions  when  overtaken  by  the  second  fast  train ;  alto  {S^}  tha  position  of 
the  fiiBt  fast  train  when  the  second  is  at  S,. 

Let  r  a  rate  of  the  fast  trains ; 

15  15 

then  the  time  of  the  first  fast  train  over  L^,  S^  »  — ,  and  —  x  15  »  space  described  by 

Lj  in  that  time. 

15  X  15 

.*.  15  — '^  distance  between  Inggage  and  slow  tndos  when  first  fiist  train  is  at  S^. 

r 

65  X  15 
Similarly  65 ^^  distance  between  loggage  and  slow  traiiiB  wfasa  ssfiood 

fast  train  is  at  S,. 

750 
The  diffeitenee  of  these  distances  is  *a  50—  — —  •  which  divided  by  5  (=  2D  —  ])0}» 

r 

150 
the  relative  rate  of  the  Inggage  and  slow  trains,  gives  10 ,  the  time  which 

the  slow  train  takes  in  going  over  S^,  S,,  which  is  the  time  elapsed  between  the  two  f&s^ 
trains  being  at  S^,  S,,  and  which  is  also  the  time  elapsed  between  the  first  fast  traiQ 
being  at  S^  and  (S  J. 

150  3000 

Hence  S,  S.  »  20  x  (10  -  — -)  =  200  -  — - 

r  r 

150 

and  S^  (SJ  »  r  x  (10 )  «  10  r  —  150     .     .    (1) 

r 

but  S. (SJ  =  I J5  xr-|r, 

3000       5  ,-. 

S.(S.)-S.    ,  +  S, (S,)  -  200  — -  +  r »•       •    .    (2) 


ANSWERS  TO  Til£  MATHEMATICAL  QUESTIONS.  197 

Equating  (1)  and  (2)  we  have 

aOOO       5 

10  r—  150  -  200 —  +  ^  r, 

r  3 

wfaicA  iwhioM  to  r'  —  42r  —  —  369  ; 

amd  this  aolred  gives  r  «■  30  or  12,  the  former  of  which  is  the  answer  to  the  question. 

QuES.  IZO.^Proposed  by  Mr.  0,  Clagey^  Shincliffe. 

While  travelling  along  a  portion  of  tlie  Great  Northern  Railway,  wliich 
tends  directly  to  the  South,  at  the  rate  of  60  miles  per  hour,  I  observed 
that  the  wind  appeared  to  strike  me  from  the  South-west ;  but  when  the 
train  stopped,  I  found  that  it  really  blew  30"*  to  the  south  of  the  west  point. 
Required  the  velocity  of  the  wind. 

Answered  by  Mr,  RulCf  Mr.  Salter,  and  Prismoid, 

The  Teeistance  of  the  air  produced  hy  the  motion  of  the  train,  and  that  of  the  wind 
itself,  are  two  forces  whose  resultant  is  in  the  direction  of  the  wind  felt  when  the  train 
aa  in  motion.    Hence  we  have  by  the  parallelogram  of  forces  :— 

60  :  or  : :  sin.  15«  :  sin.  45^ 

60  X  sin.  45* 
.•.  *  =.  — r— 777-  -  163-9. 
sin.  15 

Taking  the  velocity  of  the  train  at  6  miles  per  hour,  in  order  to  obtain  a  more  matter 
of  fact  result,  the  Telocity  of  the  wind  wiH  be  about  IS  miles  |>er  hour. 

Quvs.  131. — PrgpoBed  by  Onmnanf  Tewkesbury. 

A  well  m  tlie  «h«pe  of  tht  frustrttoi  of  an  iaverted  cone,  having  the 
diameters  5  and  3  feet  respectively,  is  30  feet  deep ;  rt  is  required  to  find 
the  work  in  raising  the  water  (supposing  the  well  to  be  full)  to  the  heiglit 
of  10  feet  above  the  top  of  the  wdi. 

Answered  by  Mr.  Riyhion,  and  similarly  by  A,M,y  and  J.B. 

No.  cubic  feet  in  the  lustrum  »  384*846. 

Weight  of  water  »  384*846  x  62*5  »  24052*875  lb. 

ZMat^ca  af  ike  eealn  af  gravity  fvoBa  the  tcip  of  the  well  » 

f.!!±|!44±^*»  12-551  feet, 

«%  the  whole  height  througb  which  the  water  is  raised  «  10+12*551  -  12-51^1  feet. 

.-.  Wosk  »  24052875  x  22*551  «  542420 nearly. 

LfST  or  MATHSM AUGAL  AWSWERS, 

Prismoid,  ans.  129, 130,  131;  A.  M.,  ans.  129,  130,  131;  J.  B.,  Manchester,  ans. 
129,  131;  W.  Righton,  ans.  129,  130.  131;  T.  Rule,  Durham,  ans.  129,  130,  131 ; 
N'Importe,  ans.  129 ;  B.  Carthew,  ans.  131 ;  S.  Dyer,  ana.  129»  13*,  ISl  ?  T.  Hawman, 
Chelsea,  ans.  129,  130, 131 ;  J.  Salter,  Duritarm,  ana.  129,  130,  131 ;  J.  Rowlatt,  E^er- 
creech,  ans.  129 ;  T.  Sothern,  Bartonwood,  ans.  129y  ISl ;  £.  Great  Stukely,  Hun- 
tisgdon,  ans.  If97  Z.  Abbfl1«,  TwiJhuiihauiy  sbm.  12S. 
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NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE   ANSWERED   IN   OUR    NuMBER  FOR   JuNE,    1852. 

QuES.  132. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Horsman,  Chelsea, 

Find  a  sum  consisting  of  S  pounds  and  P' shillings,  the  double  of  which 
is  P  pounds  and  S  shillings. 

QuES.  133. — Proposed  by  A, M, 

A  wedge  of  gold  weighs  15  lb.,  and  a  wedge  of  the  same  size  contain- 
ing gold  and  silver  weighs  10  lb.  Required  the  proportion  of  gold  and 
silver  in  the  mixture. 

QuES.  134. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Portsmouth. 

In  -y  +  p-ss  1  the  equation  to  an  ellipse, 

if  one  of  the  axes  be  variable  and  the  other  constant,  it  is  required  to  find 
the  locus  of  the  intersection  of  all  normals  to  the  curve  from  a  given  point 
on  the  variable  axis. 


EDUCATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA. 
New  Laws  qf  Massachtuetia,  relating  to  Education. 

AN  ACT  TO  INCREASE  THE  If  ASSACHUSBTTS  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  as  follows : — 
The  provision  in  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  eleventh  chapter  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
limiting  the  School  Fond  to  one  million  of  dollars,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  the  said  fund 
is  hereby  allowed  to  accumnlate,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  section,  until 
it  shall  amount  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  million  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
(Approved.) 

Resolve  eoneermng  the  State  Normal  Schools, 

Resolved, — That  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  annually,  the 
current  year,  1851,  and  in  the  year  1852,  for  the  support  of  the  State  Normal  Schools^ 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Education,  which,  together  with  the  sums  appro- 
priated for  the  same  objects  by  former  resolves,  shall  be  in  full,  therefore,  to  the  first 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  1853.    (Approved.) 

''■'-• '^  Resolve  authorizing  the  Board  of  Education  to  appoint  Agents. 

Resolved f — ^That  the  Board  of  Education  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint 
two  or  more  suitable  persons  to  visit  the  towns  and  school  districts,  in  such  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth  as  may  seem  expedient  to  the  said  board,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  condition  of  the  public  schools,  lecturing  on  subjects  ctnnected  with  education, 
and,  in  general,  of  giving  and  receiving  information,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  board  would  do  if  he  were  present;  and  that,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  same, 
his  excellency,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  be  authorized 
to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasury,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  hundred 
doUurs  annually,  and  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two  years.    (Approved.) 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE   CITIES  AND  TOWNS  TO  ESTABLISH   AND    MAINTAIN 

PUBLIC   LIBBAEIBS. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  as  follows :—  , 

Sect.  I.  Any  city  or  town  of  this  Commonwealth  ii  hereby  authoriied  to  estabOsa 
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and  maintain  a  pnblic  library  within  the  lame,  with  or  without  branches,  for  the  uie  of 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  to  provide  suitable  rooms  therefor ;  under  such  regulations, 
for  the  government  of  such  library,  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  prescribed  by  the 
city  council  of  such  city,  or  the  inhabitants  of  such  town. 

Sect.  II.  Any  city  or  town  may  appropriate  for  the  foundation  and  commencement  of 
such  library,  as  aforesaid,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  for  each  of  the  ratable  polls, 
in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in  which  such  appropriation  shall  be  made :  and  may 
also  appropriate,  annually,  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  such  library,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twenty-five  cents,  for  each  of  its  ratable  polls,  in  the  year  next  preceding  that 
in  which  such  appropriation  shall  be  made. 

Sect.  III.  Any  city  or  town  may  receive,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  and  hold  and 
manage,  any  devise,  bequest,  or  donation,  for  the  establishment,  increase,  or  malntenanoe 
of  a  public  library  within  the  same.    (Approved.) 


THE  PROPER  TIME  FOR  SENDING  CHILDREN  TO  SCHOOL. 

Exiraeiedfrom  a  Licture  delivered  ly  Dr,  Bay,  Superintendent  of  the  Butler  Hoi^ 
pitalfor  the  Insane,  before  the  Rhode  Island  Jnetitute  of  Instruction. 

The  predse  period  at  which  school  instruction  should  begin  will  vary  a  little,  of  course, 
in  different  children  ;  but  I  feel  quite  safe  in  saying  that  it  should  seldom  be  until  the 
sixth  or  seventh  year.  Not  that  the  mind  should  be  kept  in  a  state  of  inactirity  until 
this  time,  for  that  is  impossible.  It  will  necessarily  be  receiving  impressions  from  the 
external  world,  and  these  will  begin  the  work  of  stimulating  and  unfolding  its  various 
fkcnlties.  Instinctively  the  young  child  seeks  for  knowledge  of  some  kind,  and  its 
spontaneous  efforts  may  be  safely  allowed.  With  a  little  management,  indeed,  they 
may  be  made  subservient  to  very  important  acquisitions.  In  the  same  way  that  it 
learns  the  names  of  its  toys  and  playthings,  it  may  learn  the  names  of  its  letters,  of 
geometrical  figures,  and  objects  of  natural  history.  There  can  be  but  little  danger  of 
such  exercises  being  carried  too  far.  But  the  discipline  of  ^school,  of  obliging  the 
tender  child  to  sit  upright  on  an  uncomfortable  seat,  for  several  hours  in  the  day,  and 
con  his  lessons  from  a  book,  is  dangerous  both  to  mind  and  body.  To  the  latter,  be- 
cause it  craves  exercise  almost  incessantly,  and  suffers  pain  and  distortion  from  its 
forced  quietude  and  unnatural  postures ; — to  the  former,  because  it  is  pleased  with 
transient  emotions,  and  seeks  for  a  variety  of  impressions  calculated  to  gratify  its  per- 
ceptive faculties.  The  idea  of  study,  considered  in  relation  to  the  infant  mind,  of  ap- 
propriating and  assimilating  the  contents  of  a  book,  of  performing  mental  processes 
that  require  a  considerable  degree  of  attention  and  abstraction,  indicates  an  ignorance 
of  the  real  constitution  of  the  infant  mind  that  would  be  simply  ridiculous,  did  it  not 
lead  to  pain,  weariness,  and  disgust. 

At  the  age  of  six  or  seven,  then,  the  child  may  be  sent  to  school,  or  have  its  stated 
tasks.  I  do  not  doubt  that  this  period  may  be  very  properly  anticipated  in  some  cases, 
and  delayed  in  others,  but  practically  it  will  not  be  found  expedient  to  vary  from  it 
much.  Children  of  quick  and  mature  minds  may  accomplish  much  before  this  age,  b«t 
such  minds  should  be  held  in  check  rather  than  stimulated  to  exertion,  and  more  dull 
and  sluggish  intellects  should,  for  that  very  reason,  begin  their  training  without  any 
further  delay.  The  amount  of  work  which  may  be  required  without  impairing  the  vigour 
of  the  mind,  will  depend  on  several  circumstances,— on  the  general  power  of  the  con- 
stitution, the  character  of  the  individual  mind,  the  means  used  for  preserving  health, 
and  the  skill  of  the  teacher  in  drawing  out  the  different  faculties.  The  limits  of  this 
discourse  will  prevent  me  firom  noticing  these  circumstances  with  much  particularity. 
The  process  of  education  makes  large  drafts  on  the  physical  powers.  Confinement  to 
the  benches  of  a  school-room  for  several  hours  in  the  day,  accompanied  by  close  appli- 
cation of  the  mind,  is  a  very  different  thing  from  the  unrestrained  use  of  the  limbs  and 
powers  of  locomotion,  and  careless  rambling  of  the  attention,  so  natural  to  youth.  A 
firm  robust  child,  of  a  sanguine  temperament,  will  obviously  meet  the  demand  on  his 
vital  powers,  better  than  the  thin,  lymphatic,  tenderly-nurtured  child,  whom  the  winds 
of  heaven  have  not  been  allowed  to  visit  too  roughly.  I  fear  these  physical  diversities 
have  not  been  sufficiently  considered  by  teachers,  in  regulating  the  mental  discipline  of 
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tlwir  pupils ;  for  the  mecdctl  bimi  hat  fraqueBt  occaaioB  to  d^Ion,  wkliovt  bdog  able 
to  remedy,  tbe  miackief  that  arisea  from  inattentioD  to  thta  fact. 

Duriug  the  first  few  years  of  childfaood^-^from.  six  to  thtrteen,— tha  oharacter  of  the 
mental  and  physical  constitution  will  determine,  for  the  most  part,  the  amouai  of 
mental  ezereiae  the  teadier  nay  safely  require,  the  other  circumstances  mentioned  in 
this  connection  having  more  inflnence  at  a  lubaequent  period.  Six  hours  is  the  esaal 
length  of  a  ichool-day,  smnmer  and  winter,  for  old  and  yoimg,  bright  and  dull.  For 
the  youngest,  and  for  all  not  faronrafaly  organised,  this  U  certainly  too  long.  A  feeble 
child,  six  years  old,  not  only  depriTcd  of  its  liberty  of  nlotion  six  hours  in  the  day,  but 
subjected  to  an  unwonted  toil  of  mind,  is  in  danger  of  serious  iojory,  if  we  know 
anything  of  nature's  laws,  or  may  be  taught  by  the  li|ht  of  experience.  True,  the 
length  of  the  school-day  does  not  necessarily  determine  the  exact  amount  of  mental 
exercise,  but  the  connection  is  sufficiently  dose  for  our  present  purpose.  With  the 
older  children,  six  hours  may  not  be  too  much,  providing  their  physicid  health  is  good. 
Under  the  very  common  practice  of  giving  lessons  that  must  be  learned,  if  learned  at 
all,  out  of  school,  a  period  of  study  is  lengthened  by  some  additional  hours,  generally  in 
the  evening.  Thus,  the  closing  hours  of  the  day,  instead  of  being  given  up  to 
agreeable  exercise  or  pastime,  calculated  to  bring  into  activity  the  moral  affections  that 
have  been  dormant  the  rest  of  the  day,  to  renew  the  mental  energies  and  prepare  the 
system  for  sound  and  refreshing  sleep,  are  painfully  occupied  in  conning  the  unwelcome 
talk.  Weary  and  dispirited  the  youth  goes  to  his  bed  in  a  state  of  nervous  excitement, 
his  brains  swarming  with  images  of  lines,  numbers,  quantities,  places,  and  times,  which 
give  rise  to  disagreeable  dreams,  and  impair  the  restorative  effect  of  sleep.  These 
evening  studies  are  decidedly  wrong.  If  any  principle  of  physiology  may  be  considered 
as  estabH^ed,  it  is  this,  that  to  insure  s<Mmd  sleep,  actlTenental  exercise  should  he 
avoided  for  some  time  before  it  is  sought.  If  mental  oeenpation  is  desired  oat  of 
schooi,  it  wo^dd  be  better  to  hsve  it  ha  the  shape  of  reafUskg,  adapted  to  the  taste  and 
age,  whereby  aaeiher  olgect  muy  be  obtained^ 

We  shouid  ever  bear  in.  mmd.  that  edueatiou  is  a  meens^  not  au  end,  and  endeavour 
to  impress  this  tinth  on  the  youthful  nund.     One  of  the  most  issportot  of  these  ends 
is  to  create  a  love  of  intellsetual  ptoasurcs  and  pncsuita;  but  we  might  as  reasonably 
expect  the  peBttcutiary  eonviet  to  be  charmed  with  that  labour  which  is  imposed  upon 
him  as  a  punisbaEient  for  crime,  and  be  prepared  by  it  for  a  fotnre  life|of  honest  industry, 
us  to  suppose  that  books,  which  are  anociated  with  thie  idea  of  toil  and  task^work,  can 
ever  become  a  souree  of  ratienal  gsatiication.     If,  while  plodding  along  the  tedious 
road  of  learning,  the  pupil  is  aitowed,  oecaaonally,  by  means  of  judicious  reading,  to 
catch  a  gtim^pse  of  its  higher  ends  and  rewards,  it  wUl  sweeten  his  i^,  and  impart  u  new 
value  and  significance  to  the  wearisome  pages  of  his  scheol-boek.    Besides,  we  must 
not  forget,  that  where  a  taste  for  reading  exists,  the  means  for  its  gratification  will  be 
found ;  mid  the  teacher,  espeeially,  muat  not  f<Mrget  that  his  fe»t-book  will  have  far  less 
to  do  with  the  formation  ef  the  man,  than  those  whidi  fiimish  the  recreation  of  a  leisuce 
hour.     I  am  net  sure  that  readittg  akmd  from  some  instructive  mid  entertaining  book 
might  not  profitably  ntsempf  some  portioa  of  sehool-time,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  a 
healthy  mental  activity,  and  forestalling  a  taste  for  the  miaert^le  traak  of  our  time^ 
which  is  chiefly  patrouiced  by  the  young. 
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The  remarks  which  we  made  in  our  last  Number  on  this  subject,  had  refer- 
ence only  to  the  lowest  of  the  middle  classes,  to  farmers  and  country  trades- 
people. For  these  educational  provision  is  almost  as  much  needed  as  it 
.-was  a  few  years  since  for  the  poor  themselves,  not  merely  to  prevent  the 
dreaded  *'  inversion  of  the  orders  of  society,"  but  on  general  and  less 
selfish  grounds.  With  this  view,  we  recommended  the  plan  of  King's 
Somborne  school,  as  that  which  presents  the  most  ready  means  of  supply- 
ing  the  deficiency  for  the  present.  This  plan  has  always  met  with  appro- 
bation from  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  because,  as  thfeir 
Lordships  have  represented,  the  attendance  of  children  of  the  middle 
classes  imparts  a  higher  tone  of  manners  to  a  school  for  the  poor,  secures 
it  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the  parents,  stimulates  the  teachers  to 
self-improvement^  creates  a  supply  of  the  most  eligible  candidates  for 
pupil  teachers  (as  these  children  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  home  educa- 
tion, and  remain  longer  at  school  than  the  children  of  the  poor),  and, 
generally,  tends  to  give  a  character  of  stability  and  permanency  to  the 
school.  In  spite  of  its  apparent  drawbacks,  too,  the  portion  of  the  middle 
classes  to  whom  we  refer,  have  availed  themselves  of  it  to  a  very  consi- 
derable extent  *  for,  although  King's  Somborne  has  been  the  most  conspi- 
cuous example,  there  are  many  schools  built  by  the  aristocracy,  on  their 
several  estates,  at  which  it  was  adopted  before  King's  Somborne  was 
heard  of,  such  as  the  Earl  of  Radnor's  school  at  Coleshill,  the  Duke  of 
Bedford's  school  at  Milton  Abbott;  and  several  of  the  borough  schools  of  the 
north  of  England;  and  there  are  others  into  which  it  has  been  introduced^ 
after  "the  example  of  King's  Somborne,  such  as  Sir  Robert  Peel's  school  at 
Tamworlh,and  Mr.Clement's  school  at  Upton  St.  Leonard's.  We  have  every 
reason  to  hope,  from  our  present  experience^  that  this  mixture  of  the  chil- 
dren of  two  different  orders  of  society  not  separated  by  any  great  barrier,  will 
produce  in  them  a  better  mutual  understanding  of  their  social  relation, 
instead  of  tending  to  efface  all  diflerence  between  them,  as  the  higher  class 
might  at  first  anticipate. 

But  farmers  and  country  tradespeople  form  a  comparatively  small  pro- 
portion of  the  middle  classes.  The  great  body  of  them  still  remains ; 
namely^  the  superior  mechanics  and  tradesmen,  and  the  manufacturers 
and  merchants  of  our  large  towns.  For  these  there  is  no  adequate  educa- 
tional provision  ;  and  the  plan  we  have  just  spoken  of  is^  of  course,  in  their 
case,  simply  out  of  the  question.  He  who  should  propose  to  extend  the 
plan  to  these  divisions  of  the  middle  classes,  would  show  an  utter  igno- 
rance of  their  educational  wants.  Their  ranks  comprise  the  skilly  the  in- 
telligence, and  the  enterprise  of  the  country.  Upon  them  depend  our 
manufacturing  and  commercial  prosperity,  our  progress  in  the  arts,  our 
political  freedom,  our  public  press.  The  middle  classes  are  the  bulwarks 
of  English  society.  Their  influence  is  more  and  more  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged by  the  nation.  The  House  of  Commons  is  elected  by  them 
almost  exclusively,  and  is  emphatically  their  representative  in  the  state — 
the  representative  of  their  order,  if  not  of  the  opinions  of  that  order.  And 
the  strength  and  efficiency  with  which  they  combine  among  themselves 
for  the  promotion  of  great  public  measures,  is  unexampled  in  the  annals^ 
of  the  world.  To  it  we  owe  most  of  our  civil  and  municipal  institutions, 
and  most  of  our  great  legislative  enactments*    Scarcely  any  measure  of 
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importance  now  comes  before  the  legisUture,  that  has  not  been  advocated 
already,  at  the  expense  of  much  time  and  money,  by  this  agency,  which 
embodres  the  public  opinion  of  the  conntry,  and  exercises  a  controHing 
and  directing  mfioenoe  over  th^  different  estates  of  the  realm.  At  the 
present  day  ^this  principle  has  assumed  a  stronger  development  than 
before,  having  grown  with  the  numbers  and  intelligence  of  these  classes. 
Indeed,  the  middle  class  of  this  country  may  be  s^id  to  have  risen  up  tn 
modern  times;  for  in  bygone -days  we  -had  no  class  intervening  beiweoi 
the  |>eit8ant  and  the  noble,  a-nd  this  is  still  the  case  in  Swilserladfl^Rd 
some  other  coiHitries  on  the  Oontiiient. 

The  more  wealthy  and  itifluential  of  the  middle  classes  obviou^y 
■require,  therefore,  an  edudition  equal  in  extent,  though  not  the  same  fn 
icind,  with  that  of  the  highest  in  tlie  land.  If  they  do  not  need  tlie  dead 
languages  or  abstract  mathematics,  upon  whidi  the  students  for  tlie 
-Church  and  >the  bar  at  present  form  themselves,  they  require  the  living 
tongues  and  practical  mathemedics,  in  order  that  they  may  be  enabled  to 
carry  on  our  commerce.  It  is  not  necessary  that  they  should  study  logic 
and  philosophy,  as  they  do  not  intend  to  become  orators  and  authors  by 
profession,  but  it  is  indispensably  requisite  that  they  should  be  instroct- 
-ed  thoroughly  in  their  own  language  aad  physical  -science,  that  tliey 
may  advance  our  manufactures  and  be  competent  to  read  and  understand 
scientific  works.  Lastly,  those  aubjects  which  afford  the  mind  an  aes- 
thetic training  are  essential  to  Ihem  in  the  production  of  ai-tioles  of 
'taste.  For  ihete  t!ie  comtnonky  at  large  will,  of  course,  always  ^be 
^indebted  to  the  middle  classes,  and  the  public  taste  in  this  particular  will 
i:herefore 'always  be  under  tlieir  guidance.  Even  in  the  proiluction  of  works 
of  high  art,  the  middle  classes  always  have,  and  probably  always  will 
take  the  )ead«  In  the  former  case  there  is  no  other  inducenoent  than  the 
^plication 'of  capital ;  and  in  the  latter,  the  necessity  of  a  profession  aets 
.a%  an  inc't.'meDt  to  skill  and  genius.  We  say  nothing  of  the  moral  and 
'religious  education  which  the  middle  classes  require,  because,  in  -this 
respect,  all  ranks  of  society  have  the  same  needs. 

If  it  be  thought  that  this  is  an  exaggerated  statement  of  the  educational 
requirements  of  the  superior  middle  classes,  we  would  refer  particularly 
to  the  manufacturers  and  more  wealthy  tradesmen  of  the  north  of  England, 
who,  perhaps,  havea  better  appreciation  of  the  value  of  education,  and,  at^e 
same  time,  have  less  educational  provision,  than  the  corresponding  classes  in 
the  south.      Let  them  be  asked  what  education  they  desire  to  give  their 
•children,  and  their  representation  will  be  found  to  exceed,  if  anythi<)g, 
•  the  limits  which  we  biive  sketched.     Many  of  them  send  their  sons,  at 
great  cost  and  inconvenience  to  themselves,  40  4.l)e  Scotch  universities 
^nd  other  educational  establishmeifts,  at  a  distmce  from  tlieir  homes ; 
.and  wherever  they  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  school  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood to  which  they  can  send  their  children,  there  the  standard  of 
•instruction  is  much  higher  than  in  the  generality  of  the  "  commercial 
academies'*  of  the  south.     We  may  even   find   the  superior  claibs  of 
mechanics  in  the  nortli  striving  to  obuin,  by  individual  study  and  by 
attending  the  classes  at  mechanics'  instit^ution^,  a  higher  education  thim 
•can  be  obtained  at  any  middle  class  school  tiit  present  existing.     This 
is  especially  the  oase  with  matheHfatioft,  which  is  of  important  <use  to 
them  in  the  puranit  of  their  ordinary  oecu^ations  ;  and  two  facts  re«<llt 
from  this,  namely,  that  the  north  is  famous  for  mathemiiticians,  and  that 
^lost  of  them  are  self-«ducated  men% 
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Or  let  UB  look  at  the  ftandard  of  instruction  adopted  for  the  Middle 
•olftsses  in  any  df  those  OMNitries  in  which  the  education  of  all  ranks  ia 
under  the  care  of  the  Stale,  Take,  for  inatanoc,  Sweden.  We  ex«raot 
ihe  following  from  The  Family  Ahnanac  and  Educational  Register^  for 
last  year  :*- 

*•  gaCOWDARlr   SrCROOLB,   GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS,  AKD   PRACtlCAL   SCHOOLS. 

«  These  are  of  two  kinds.  That  which  is  called  'the  School  of  Lcarninpr.'  (Lflr- 
d&ms  Skola)  consists  of  three  or  four  classes  of  children,  who  remain  in  them 
for  six  to  eight  years,  and  are  initrneted  in  relijofion,  Latin,  Greek,  geography, 
history,  and  writing.  Bach  achool  is  eondocted  by  a  reclor,  who  has  under  him 
three  or  four  assistants. 

"  The  other  sdiool,  called  Gyjniiamfii,  receives  the  pupil  after  he  has  passed 
through  the  former,  and  has  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  or  sixteen.  In  this,  the 
same  course  of  study  is  continued,  with  the  addition  of  theology,  Hebrew,  Al- 
gebra, German,  French,  and  the  mdiments  of  natural  history. 

*'  Besides  these,  are  others,  called  Apologist  Schools^  which  have  sometimes 
^ne,  two,  or  more  teachers  and  classes,  in  these  the  pupils  receive  instruction 
in  religien,  arithaietic,  geometry,  history,  geography,  writing,  and  sometimes  in 
JFrenoh  and  German." 

Such  is  the  educatiou  which  is  deemed  necessary  for  the  middle  classes 

of  Sweden,  by  the  State,  which  we  may  consider  a  competent  judge ;  and 

purely  the  education  of  the  far  more  itAportant  corresponding  ranks  of 

this  great  country  should  not  fall  below  this  standard.    Our  middle  classes 

require  all  that  is  here  set  down  for  the  Swede;  and,  in  addition  to  this, 

that  instruction  in  pfay«ical  itciance  which  we  have  already  referred  to 

as  essential  to  the  progress  of  our  manufactures  and  commerce,  and  whidh 

.from  the  pre-eminent  position  we  occupy  as  a  manufacturing  and  cora- 

mercial  nation,  is  more  urgently  needed  by  us,  than  by  any  other  nattdh 

ou  the  face  of  the  earth.  * 

How  the  middle  cksses  of  this  country  are  to  obtain  for  their  children  auch 
sn  education  as  that  which  we  have  described,  is  undoubtedly  the  greatest 
-educational  problem  «of  the  day,  and  the  one  which  before  all  others 
■demands  solution.  Until  it  has  been  dealt  with  in  some  way  or  other,  we 
•are  threatened  with  just  and  increasing  dissatisfaction  on  dbe  part  of  the 
^largest  and  most  influential  section  of  the  commnnity. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  north  are  already  loud  in  their  complaints. 
In  these  popular  districts,  as  we  have  already  stated,  there  is  even«less 
f>rovision  for  the  education  of  the  middle  classes,  coaspared  with  th^n* 


*  **  If  England  still  eontinue  in  advance,''  said  Dr.  Lyon  Playfairi  in  the  lectare 
wbich  be  delhrered  last  year,  at  the  Musenm  of  Practical  Geolo^,  **  it  will  not  be  that 
lier  coal  and  iron  ore  plentiful ;  brit  becanse  she  unites  science  with  practice,  and  became 
she  enables  her  discoveries  in  philosophy  to  keep  paee  'wi  her  aptitude  in  applytng 
'theu.  fiot  is  k  true  tfast  England  does  act  thm  wis^  ?  and  is  It  tme  «hat  science  does 
hold  in  this  country  its  just  position  in  public  esteem,  or  that  it  is  fostered  sufficiently 
to  make  that  progress  which  it  is  now  doing  in  other  lands?  To  all  such  questions  a 
negative  reply  must  be  given  ;  for  beyond  a  theoretical  recognition  of  science  in  its  re- 
lation to  practice,  and  the  establishment  of  this  museum  and  college — a  very  Important 
weasnre,  I  adnfit-^the  state  and  the  public  only  look  to  the  empirical  nsult,  and  have 
.not  deemed  it  neoesaacy  to  foster  that  knowledge  which  directly  led  to  it.  But  Eogknd 
is  the  only  European  state  which  is  tb«s  blind  to  its  own  interests,  and  which  has  not 
thoroughly  awakened  to  the  importance  of  giving  an  intellectual  training  to  those 
entfusied  vritlritB  matrafactores.  This  is  proved  by  the -large  endowmente  -given  by 
foreign  ^vemments  for  the  support  of  institutions  'connected  with  ndustrial  seieBce ; 
4md  it  finds  expression  in  the  writings  of  their  thinkiag  men.*' 
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numbers,  than  in  the  south.  In  many  of  the  large  manufacturing  towns, 
Leeds,  for  example,  there  is  not  a  single  school  to  which  a  manufacturer 
could  send  his  children  with  any  prospect  of  their  obtaining  an  adequate 
education*  The  extent  of  the  deficiency  may  be  judged  of  from  the 
fact,  that  some  of  the  less  opulent  among  them  have  been  known  to  send 
their  children  to  the  common  parish  school,  to  mix  with  the  children  of 
their  work-people  and  receive  the  same  instruction. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  did  not  the  middle  classes  Hod  out  all  this 
before?  why  is  their  dissatisfaction  only  now  beginning  to  be  expressed  ? 
The  reply  is  obvious.  The  measures  lately  taken  for  the  promotion  of 
popular  education,  and  the  consequent  improvement  in  our  elementary 
schools,  have  not  failed  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  defective  character  of 
the  education  which  their  own  children  are  receiving,  and  the  want  of 
better  educational  provision  for  their  order.  This  result  must  have 
arrived,  sooner  or  later,  in  any  case ;  but  it  would  not  have  assumed  the 
form  of  dissatisfaction  and  complaint,  if  this  improvement  had  not  been 
effected  at  the  public  expense.  The  middle  classes  generally  have  no 
such  petty  jealousy  of  popular  education,  as  that  which  we  described  ia 
our  last  Number  as  being  entertained  by  the  least  wealthy  and  least 
educated  of  them.  They  complain  because  they  are  made  to  pay  for 
giving^  the  poor  a  better  education  than  they  can  obtain  for  their  own 
children  ;  and  they  only  ask  that  the  education  of  thsir  order  may  like- 
wise be  provided  for,  to  some  extenti  out  of  the  public  funds.  *^  It  is  the 
main  object  of  the  present  article  to  support  the  justice  of  this  claim,  and 
to  show  in  what  way  the  assistance  of  the  State  might  be  applied. 

The  injustice  of  the  present  plan  cannot  be  denied,  if  we  consider  that» 
while  the  middle  classes,  in  proportion  to  their  means,  pay  a  larger  amount 
'  of  taxes  than  any  other  division  of  the  nation,  they  are,  at  the  same 
time,  the  only  division  for  whom  education  is  not  provided  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. Our  ancestors  have  provided,  and  the  nation  has  hitherto  sanctioned, 
an  ample  endowment  for  the  education  of  the  aristocracy  in  the  universities 
and  great  public  schools.  For  the  education  of  the  poor,  too,  the  State 
now  annually  appropriates  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds.  But  against  the  very  people  who  mainly  support  all  outlay  on 
behalf  of  the  country,  the  nation  closes  its  hand,  and  says — *''I  need  not 
help  you  ;  you  are  able  to  provide  for  yourselves." 

But,  besides  the  injustice  of  this  treatment,  it  is  really  impossible  for 
the  middle  classes  to  make  suitable  provision  for  the  education  of  their 
order,  without  the  assistance  of  the  State.  This  greatly  aggravates  the 
injustice,  which  otherwise  might  have  been  passed  over  in  silence,  from 
motives  of  benevolence  and  independence.  It  is  doubly  unjust  on  the 
part  of  the  nation  to  withold  from  these  classes  that  good  which  thej 
cannot  obtain  for  themselves.  No  amount  of  money  will  at  present  pro- 
cure for  them  the  kind  of  education  which  they  desire  for  their  children ; 
the  machinery  for  this  purpose  does  not  exist.  We  imagine  that  they 
would  wish  to  be  able  to  send  their  children  to  schools  in  their  own  loca- 
lities as  day  scholars,  so  that  they  might  have  them  as  much  at  home  as 
possible.  At  present,  however,  they  have  at  best  the  boarding-schools, 
scattered  in  comparatively  scanty  numbers  over  the  country ;  and,  even 
after  they  have  brought  themselves  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  their  children's 


*  We  except,  of  course,  that  class  of  the  commanity,  who  advocate  volnntarj  educa- 
tion as  opposed  to  State  interference. 
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society,  it  is  to  very  few  of  these  that  they  can  send  them  with  confidence 
as  to  either  the  moral  or  the  intellectual  training  which  they  are  likely  to 
receive. 

Even  supposing  that  they  erect  schools  for  themselves,  whence  are  they 
to  obtain  competent  teachers?  or  what  supervision  can  they  establish  which 
-will  secure  the  continued  efficiency  of  their  schools?  For  an  answer  to 
this  we  need  only  refer  to  those  corporate  bodies  and  diocesan  societies 
who  have  already  built  such  schools.  They  will  tell  us  that  they  have 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  procuring  a  good  teacher.  They  can  get 
men  who  are  good  scholars,  mathematical  or  classical,  or  even  both; 
but  they  cannot  so  readily  meet  with  a  man  who  combines  attainments 
with  ability  in  the  instruction  and  management  of  a  school.  We 
shall  also  learn  from  them,  that  they  are  not  satisfied  with  their  own 
superintendence  of  the  schools,  but  would  be  glad  to  have  them  visited 
by  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors.  We  believe  that  inspection  has  in  several 
such  cases  been  applied  for;  but  the  Committee  of  Council  have,  of 
course,  been  obliged  to  refuse  it  in  most  of  them,  as  their  Lordships'  staff 
of  Inspectors  is  barely  adequate  to  the  inspection  of  those  schools  which 
come  more  immediately  within  the  scope  of  their  Lordships'  administra- 
tion. How  is  it  that  the  Commercial  Schools  of  the  London  Diocesan 
Board  have  been  abandoned,  as  we  understand  they  have  ?*  We  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  from  the  want  of  the  two  essentials  which 
we  now  allude  to. 

These  two  defects  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  assistance  of  the  State. 
The  middle  classes  are  not  in  a  position  to  support  normal  schools  for  the 
training  of  teachers,  nor  to  organise  and  pay  an  adequate  staff  of  in- 
spectors. But,  if  the  Government  would  contribute  towards  these  ob- 
jects, the  middle  classes  would  do  everything  else  for  themselves. 

We  see  no  reason  why  the  present  training  colleges  under  inspection 
should  not  be  allowed  to  educate  masters  for  middle  schools.     The  mid- 
dle  classes   contribute  largely  to  the   support   of  these  institutions  by 
private  donations,  as  well  as  through  the  medium  of  the  public  exchequer ; 
and  they  have  therefore  some  right  to  expect   such  a  concession.     Be- 
sides, they  would  then  have  a  more  immediate  and  personal  interest  in  the 
training  colleges,  and  would  subscribe  much  more  largely  to  their  funds. 
The  colleges  would  thus  acquire  a  character  of  stability  and  permanency 
which  they  do  not  at  present  possess,  most  of  them  being  liable,  at  any 
moment,  to  pecuniary  embarrassment,  if  not  to  discontinuance,  from  the 
withdrawal  of  subscriptions.  We  need  only  refer  to  the  precarious  posi- 
tion in  which  the  Battersea  institution  was  recently  placed,  as  an  ex- 
ample of  this.     Or,  if  the  present  training  colleges  be  not  permitted  to 
supply  masters  for  middle  schools,  the  middle  classes,  with  Government 
aid,  would  doubtless  establish  separate  colleges  for  the  training  of  their 
own  masters.     But  these  are  mere  matters  of  detail,  which  might  easily 
be   settled  if  it  were  once  determined  to  apply  the  public  money  to  this 
object. 

The  inspection  of  the  middle  schools  would  simply  require  an  increase 
of  the  staff  of  inspectors,  and  the  engagement  of  additional  officers  in 
the  Education  Department. 


*  We  Bball  be  glad  to  be  informed  tbat  this  is  not  the  case. 
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TIONAL  EDUCATION  OT  TEACHERS. 

TmnsiaHd/rom  the  Garmmn  4/*  C  G.  Solzmatm. 

WHAT  IS   EDUOATXaN? 

FoitMEiiLTy  in  ordar  to  teach  ohildreo  to  walk»  they  were  placed  in  go« 
carti^  or  led  by  meant  of  leading-strings,  and  they  ojlen  became^  in  conser 
quence»  bandy-legged  and  round-shouldered,  and,  when  allowed  the  free 
use  of  their  limbs*  had  no  control  over  them,  but  stumbled  about,  fell  and 
hurt  their  heads,  or  rece  ved  other  injuries.     Now  gp^carts  and  leading- 
atriogs  are  banished  from. every  nursery  into  which  the  light  of  improved 
education  has  penetrated*     Children  are  there  seen  creeping  about  oo> 
their  hands  and  feet.    As  soon  as  they  feel  aufiicient  strength  in  their 
Um bs«  they  raise-. themselves,  and  stand  at  chairs*     Several  chairs  are  then^ 
placed  at  ^mall.  distances  from  one  another^  and  pictures  and  toys  put 
lippn  them>  in  order  to  entice  the  children  to  go  about  from  one  to. the 
Qtlier..    After  a  few  days  they  leave  the  chairs,  and  go  about  the  room 
without  holding  by  anything.     Iq  this  exercise,  their  limbs  remain  sound- 
and  uninjured^  although  they  may  occasionally  lose  their  balance,  and 
i^ll.    However  Jong  it  may  take,  the  same  children  who  at  first  crept  are 
afterward  seen  running  and  jumping. 

This,  method  reveals  to  us  the  wholeisecret  of  a  rational  system  of  edu- 
cation in  accordance  with  nature. 

For  the  same  reason  that,  we  should  not  attempt  to  nmke  children  walk 
before  they  have  acquired  strength  enough  by  creeping  we  should  not 
seek  to  develope  certain  mental  and  moral  faculties  until  others.,  out  of 
which  they  proceed  have  been  sufficiently  exercised.  We  should  endea- 
vour»  also,  in  developing  children's  faculties^  to  avoid  every  thing  like 
leading-strings ;.  our  object  should  be,  not.  to  exercise  the  faculties  ouj:- 
selves,  but  much  rather  to  induce  the  children  tQ  exercise  them. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  child  brings  with  it  into  the  world  the  germs 
of  all  its  faculties;  but  most  of  them  remain  dormant  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  period,  and  are  only  developed  in  the  course  of  time.  During 
the  first  few  days  after  birth,  surrounding  objects  make  little  or  no  imprea*- 
sion.  upon  it,  but  gradually  it  begins  to  perceive  them^  to  retain  their 
images  in  its  mind,  and  to  recall  these  from  time  to  time.  Thus  the 
faculties  of  perception,  memory,  and  imagination,  are  tlie  first  which  be- 
|pn  to  develope  themselves.  Afterwards,  the  understanding^  evinces  itseir 
in  remarks  which  the  child  makes  about  objects,  that  strike  its.sQnses>  It 
is  not  till  the  transition  from  the  state  of  childhood  to  that  of  youth,  that 
reason  begins  to  prove  itself  active  by  the  conception  of  abstract  ideaa. 

Here,  then,  nature  has  prescribed  the  order  in  which,  we  are  to  assist 
her  in  the  development  of  the  faculties  of  the  young.  The  proper  de- 
velopment and  exercise  of  these  facuities  is  the  business  of  Education.. 

WHAT  SHQUI^D   A   T£ACB£R   LEAftN  ? 

I  have  shown  that  the  faculties  which  the  teacher  has  first  to  de- 
velope are  those  of  perception,  memory,  imagination,  and  the  understand- 
ing. The  question  ndw  arises,  "  Upon  what  objects  are  these  faculties  to 
be  exercised  ? "  I  reply.  Upon  such  as  strike  the  senses.  These  must 
be  procured  in  great  variety ^  for  where  they  fail  among  children  from  six 
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tf>  ^ht  yean  old,  there  can  be  no  education^  l^caase  they  have  qothiti^ 
on  Mrhich  to  Qxereise  their  active  faculties.  What  these  objects  are  to 
be,  the  children  themselves  must  teach  us.  We  must  learn  from  them 
which  are  those  best  calculated  to  attract  their  attention.  If  we  show 
t^em  these,  we  shall  find  that  we  have  no  occasion  to  exhort  them  con- 
tinually to  pay  attention ;  they  feel,  themselves,  an  inclination  to  observe 
them.  They  are  thu^  doing  that  to  which  all  the  teacher's  efforts  should 
tend-<-teaching  themselves. 

Long  experience  has  taught  me,  that  nothing  sooner  attracts  the  atten- 
tii)ii  of  children  than  Animals.  If  any  quo  doubts  this,  let  him  watch 
children  himself,  and  he  will  soon  observe  it..  Their  eyes  are  seldom 
fixed  on  themselves,  but  generally  on  the  objects  which  surround  them. 
If  a^  sparrow,  a  mouse,  a  fiih,  or  any  other  animal  is  brought  into  the 
Doom  in  which  they  are,  they  immediately  leave  every  thing  else  lo  look 
at  the  animal.  Even  when  a  book  with  prints  is  shown  them,  ttley  stop 
longest  looking  at.  those  in  which  there  are  animals.  Thus  nature  roudiy 
demands  that,  if  we  wish  to  exercise  the  faculties  of  children,  we  should 
show  them  animals. 

Here  and  there  attention  is  now  paid' to  this  denmnd,  and.  natural  his- 
tory is  taught,  but  for  the  most  part  to  no  eftct.  Lectures  are  given  to 
children  upon  a  system  of  natural  history,  without  any  of  the  anirnalst^ 
being  presented  to  their  view.  Natural  history  is  to  be  taught,  not  fbr 
its  own  sake,  but  in  order  to  aflbrd  the  young  opportunities  or  exercising 
various  faculties.  All  this  is  wanting  in  the  natural  history  lectures, 
where  the  child  remains  passive,  and  the  teacher  himself  observes  and 
judges. 

If  the  faculties  of  the  children  are  to  be  exercised,  the  animals  them- 
selves must  be  placed  before  them,  and,  moreover,  one  at  a  time,  in 
order  that  their  attention  may  more  easily  fix  itself  upon  that  one.  Th^ 
animal  must  then  be  minutely  examined,  according  to  its  different  parts,, 
their  form,  colour,  and  design ;  and  it  must  be  compared*  with  another*  in 
ovder  to  see  what  they  have  in  common,  and  in  what  respects  they  differ. 
Whatever  cannot  be  discovered  by  their  own  observation — for  instance, 
the  food,  mode  of  living,  and  use  of  the  animal — must  be  added  by  the 
teacher. 

This  exercise  has  great  Mtraciion  fbr  the  youngs  and  therefbre  easily 
accustoms  them  to  ftx  their  attention  upon  anything  for  a  length  of' time.' 
It  habituates  them  not  to  look  superficially  but  minutely  at  things.  Feri 
ception  is  exercised,  in  gainii^  a  correct  view  of  the  animal ;  memory,. 
IQ  learning  the  names  of  its  different  parts;  imagination,  in  forming  a 
correct  image  of  it  in  the  mind ;  and  the  understanding,  in  judgihg  of  its 
design,  and  in  tracing  similarities  and  dissimilarities  in  different  animals; 

**  This  is  all  very  well,**  it  will  be  said ;  '^  but  where  are  we  to  get  ani- 
mals enough  to  enable  us  to  g\ve  a  lesson  upon  one  every  day  V* 

I  certainly  do  not  suppose  that  every  teacher  is  provided  with  a  natural 
history  cabinet ;  but  the  great  natural  history  cabinet,  nature,  is  open  to 
all;  and  if  he  and  his  pupils  search  diligently,  they  will  be  sure  to  find 
animals  enough.  Again,  he  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  obtain  them  occa- 
sionally from  sportsmen,  farmerr,  and  peasants,  who  will  be  glad  to  lend 
them  for  the  purpose  of  lessons. 

*<  We  are,  then,  to  take  the  ox,  the  horse,  the  ass*,  into  the  school-room, 
arid' give  the  children  lessons  upon  them  ?"  says  some  one  derisively. 

This  question  deserves  no  answer,  as  it  will  immediately  occur  to  every 
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reasonable  person  that  the  children  can  be  taken  to  those  animals  which 
it  would  be  inconvenient  to  bring  to  them.  They  may  be  inspected 
according  to  all  their  parts  and  distinctive  features,  and  the  children 
taken  back  to  the  school-room  for  the  rest  of  the  lesson. 

**  But  where/'  it  will  be  further  asked,  **  shall  we  get  foreign  animals?*' 

Teachers  will  occasionally  meet  with  travelling  exhibitions,  to  which 
they  can  take  their  children.  It  is  true,  the  number  of  animals  which 
these  contain  is  very  small;  but  it  will  not  much  matter,  if  a  great 
many  of  these  animals  are  never  seen.  The  object  of  instruction  in 
natural  history,  with  children,  is  not  to  be  the  acquisition  of  that  science, 
but  the  exercise  of  their  faculties,  for  which  purpose  surrounding  nature 
aflFords  sufficient  opportunities. 

In  order  to  be  quite  secure  from  a  deficiency  of  animal?,  the  instruction 
ill  natural  history  should  alternate  with  that  in  botany,  the  former  beidg 
given  chiefly  in  winter,  and  the  latter  in  summer. 

The  instruction  in  botany  corresponds,  in  the  most  essential  points,  to 
that  in  natural  history.  The  chief  object  of  it  is— the  exercise  of  the 
children's  faculties.  The  means  of  attaining  this  object  is  the  ex- 
amination, by  themselves,  of  a  plant. 

As  the  Linneean  names  of  plants  have  been  adopted  by  all  civilised 
nations,  it  is  better  to  accustom  children  from  the  beginning  to  call  plants 
by  their  technical,  as  well  as  their  familiar  names.  The  retention  of  the 
Latin  and  Greek  terms  is  certainly  rather  difficult  at  first;  but,  just  for 
that  very  reason,  it  is  a  most  excellent  exercise  for  the  memory. 

As  the  number  of  plants  is  very  great,  and  frequent  repetition  therefore 
necessary,  if  their  names  are  to  be  retained,  it  is  advisable  that,  besides 
the  plant,  which  is  more  immediately  the  subject  of  the  lesson,  several 
others  should  be  at  hand,  and  their  names  repeated. 

It  is  easy  to  conceive  how  various  the  opportunities  are  which  these 
lessons  afford  for  the  exercise  of  the  children's  eyes,  touch,  memory^ 
imagination,  and  understanding. 

The  names  of  all  the  plants  upon  the  table  should  be  pronounced 
by  one  of  the  more  advanced  scholars  in  a  loud  and  distinct  tone  of  voice, 
and  repeated  by  the  whole  class.  Further,  one  plant  after  another  should 
be  named  by  the  teacher,  and  the  children  required  to  pick  it  out. 

These  exercises  may  be  multiplied  to  a  great  extent.  For  instance, 
the  children  may  sometimes  be  made  to  look  attentively  at  a  number  of 
plants  placed  in  a  row  on  the  table,  and  then  to  turn  round  and  repeat 
their  names  in  the  order  in  which  they  lie.  This  is  an  excellent  exercise 
for  the  imagination  and  the  memory.  I  have  known  children  eight  years 
-old  in  my  establishment  repeat  thus  the  names  of  forty  plants  in  their 
proper  order.  The  whole  class  may  also  be  made  to  put  their  hands 
behind  them,  and,  a  leaf  of  a  plant  being  put  in  the  hands  of  each, 
they  may  be  required  to  tell,  by  the  touch,  to  what  plants  the  leaves 
belong. 

After  the  teacher  has  occupied  himself  for  a  time  with  lessons  on  natural 
productions,  he  should  vary  these  with  lessons  on  works  of  art  and  skill — 
tools,  utensils,  and  clothes — selecting  one  at  the  time,  and  accustoming 
the  children  to  observe  the  shape  and  use  of  every  part.  It  is  astonishing 
how  much  there  is  to  observe  and  to  distinguish  in  the  most  common 
objects. 

In  the  same  manner  as  in  the  lessons  on  natural  and  artificial  objects, 
every  thing  in  other  elementary  instruction  must  be  brought  under  the 
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diihi  8  perception,  either  physical  or  meotd.  For  instance,  iu  the  reading 
lessons,  only  such  books  should  at  first  be  used  as  are  calculated  to  convey 
to  the  youthful  nihid  ideas  which  it  has  either  already  received  frouk 
actual  perception^  and  can,  therefore,  easily  recall,  or  which  are  nearl]fi 
related  to  these.  The  names  of  abstract  objects  should  not  occur  in  these 
lessons.  Sounds  with  which  the  child  cannot  immediately  connect  ideai^ 
have  no  interest  for  it,  it  has  no  incHaation  to  learn  them ;  and,  even  if  it 
doe8>  they  are  of  no  use  to  it,  beeaane  they  do  not  cause  it  to  think,  on 
cause  it  to  thiuk  wrongly.  For  thb  reason,  children  should  not  at  first  be* 
taught  grammar. 

.  This  is  now  pretty  generally  admitted,  inasmuch  as  in  several  reading- 
books  for  children  in  modem  langusges,  there  is  visible  an  endeavour  toi 
entertain  children  about  things  which  lie  within  theis  hodzoo.  In  Latin^ 
such  books  are  scarcer,  and  the  few  which  exist  are  not  always  made  use 
of.  In  the  instruction  in  this  laaguage,  we  pass  on;  too. quickly  to  the* 
reading  of  Latin  authors,  in  which  a  multitude  of  wonls  occur  that  con^y 
ideas  unknown  to  children ;  and  this  is  certainly  one  of  tlie  chief  reasona 
why  there  is  in  many  so  little  mclination  to  learn  the  lasfMuage.  On  thi» 
account,  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  usml  tn  allow  such  as  are  not 
destined  to  study  to  dnpense  whh  learning  Latin.  1  cannot,  however,. 
afiprove  of  this  course..  Several  European  languages  are  derived  from  ihe^ 
Lstin,  and  are  much  more  easily  acquired  when  a  good  foundatioa  has;^ 
been  laid  in  it.  Besides,  it  is  now  so  common,  that  we  can  scarcely  read^ 
a  book  in  any  nodem  language  in  which  fragments  do.  not  here  and  there- 
occur,  which  to  readers  who  are  quite  unacquainted  with  it  must  alwaya 
be  stumbling-blocks.  It  would  be  productive  of  great  benefit,  if  the  teacheir 
had  so  much  knowledge  of  the-kuigoage,  that  he  coukl  wxite,  in  easy  but 
genuine  Latin,  short  compositions  on  the  objects  in  his  lessons,  on  familiar 
occnrrencesy  ia  short,  OU'  things  which  come  within  the  range  of  the- 
children's  percepiioD,  and  if  he-  were  to  nsad  these  to  them,  to  let  them- 
repeat  them  after  him,  and  to  translate  them  into  their  mother-tongue.. 
It  would  be  a  pleasure  to  the  children,  they  vfoixld  retain  a  number  of 
Latin  words,  they  .  would  become  acquainled  with  some  of  the  idioms  of 
the  language,  and  in  the  future  reading  of  the  Latin  authors  they  would 
meet  with  fewer  difficulties. 

If  I  were  wrttang  a  book  upon  the  education  of  children,  I  sliould? 
require  to  describe  the  whole  course  of  instruction  which  chiidroi  ought 
ta  receive ;  but  as  I  am  treating  of  the  education  of  teachers,  this  little- 
mil  sa&oe  to  give  them  an  important  hint  on  what  they  really  have  to^ 
learuw 

When  I  see,  dear  friends^  how  the  greater  part  of  you  prepare  your- 
selytes  for  your  vocation,  I  can  but  pity  both  you  and  the  poor  children 
who  are  to  be  entrusted  to  your  care.  You  learn  the  ancient  languagee^. 
a  little  geography,  history,  and  mathematics,  at  most  French  and  music,, 
attend  a  course  of  philosof^y  and  theology,  and  then  think  that  you  have- 
educaled  yourselves  for  teachers.  When,  now,  you  come  to  have  charge 
of  children  five  years  old,  what  can  you  do  with  them  ?  How  muclk 
of  all  your  learning  can  you  make  use  of  in  thk  sphere  of  action  ?  Almost 
nothing.  These  children  still  live  in  the  visible  world,  through  the 
contemplation  of  which  their  nobler  part  is  to  be  developed  and  to  acquire 
a  capacity  for  abstract  ideas,  and  you— are  strangers  to  tlie  visible  world.. 
The  things  which  surround  you  every  day  are  unknown  to  you,  and  oi 
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many  you  do  not  even  know  the  names.  You  go  through  nature^ 
accordingly,  like  a  countryman  through  a  picture  gallery,  **  Look,  Sir," 
says  Robert,  '^  at  the  little  bird  sitting  on  the  bough  yonder !  What  is  its 
name  ?"  '^  I  do  not  know/'  is  the  answer.  Frank  comes  running 
joyfully  with  a  flower  in  his  hand,  and  says :  '*  Do  you  know  this  flower. 
Sir?"  The  same  answer  follows. 

The  children  now  go  into  school  for  their  lessons.  Flowers  and  every 
thing  that  they  have  caught  up  out  of  the  visible  world  are  taken  from 
them,  their  inclination  to  the  study  of  objects  is  suppressed;  you  put 
books  into  their  hands  instead  of  flowers,  and  instead  of  things  you  pre- 
sent to  them  symbols  which  they  have  no  desire  to  learn.  Thus  discon- 
tent is  spread  over  the  circle  in  which  you  might  live  so  happily.  The 
children  cannot  love  a  man  who  does  not  know  how  to  instruct  them  in 
an  interesting  manner,  and  you  look  upon  the  children  with  displeasure, 
because  you  accomplish  little  or  nothing  with  them. 

Follow  therefore,  my  friends,  the  advice  of  an  old  teacher,  and  make 
yourselves  better  acquainted  with  the  visible  world,  according  to  the 
instructions  which  you  will  find  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

I  now  suppose  a  teacher  who  educates  himself  according  to  my  wishes, 
in  the  circle  of  his  pupils.  He  presents  to  them  one  object  after  another 
out  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdom,  and  the  workshops  of  human 
skill;  he  fixes  their  attention  upon  it,  converses  with  them  about  it  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  both  parties,  exercises  their  power  of  perception  and 
several  of  tiieir  mental  faculties,  and  in  the  very  first  days  perceives  the 
most  beneficial  effects.  With  this  occupation  he  fills  up  a  couple  of  hours 
daily. 

But  as  every  day  has  more  than  two  hours,  the  question  arises,  **  What 
is  to  be  done  with  the  children  in  the  remaining  time?  "  This  is  the 
diflicult  problem  which  so  few  teachers  can  solve.  *'Do  amuse  me,  dear 
Mr.  Richards,"  said  a  nobleman's  son  to  his  tutor.  Was  this  request  un- 
reasonable ?  Must  we  not  rather  admire  the  little  fellow  for  showing  a 
disgust  at  idleness  ? 

But  into  what  embarrassment  must  the  teacher  fall  at  this  reasonable  and 
just  desire  of  the  children  ?  To  amuse  children  from  five  to  six  hours  a 
day,  is  really  no  easy  and  pleasant  task.  For  with  what  are  the  children 
to  be  amused  ?  With  relating  stories  ?  This  is  an  amusement  as  agree- 
.able  as  useful  when  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  so  is  devoted  to  it  daily.  But 
always  relating  stories  wearies  the  children  as  well  as  the  teacher.  With 
explaining  pictures  ?  The  case  is  just  the  same.  By  giving  them  books 
to  read  ?  Children  of  so  tender  an  age  cannot  yet  read.  To  that  belongs 
not  only  the  distinct  pronunciation  of  the  signs,  but  also  the  correct 
apprehension  of  the  things  represented.  By  letting  them  play  ?  Of  this, 
too,  they  soon  get  tired.  If  they  are. provided  with  nuts  and  oranges  and 
playthings,  they  will  amuse  themselves  for  several  hours  in  a  very  agree- 
able manner.  But  who  does  not  see  that  this  is  just  as  injurious  as  the 
opium,  of  which  nurses  often  avail  themselves  in  order  to  send  children  to 
sleep  ? 

Besides  the  faculties  of  perceiving,  imagining  and  judging,  there  are 
various  others  in  children  which  seek  exercise.  Hence  their  con- 
stant restlessness,  so  annoying  to  teachers ;  hence  the  frequent  admoni- 
tions of**  silence!  "  **  be  still!  "  which  put  the  children  out  of  humour, 
and  make  the  teacher's  presence  a  burden  to  them.    Afford  these  faculties 
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sufficient  exercise,  and  you  will  find  that  the  children  can  amuse  them- 
selves in  an  agreeable  and  useful  manner.  They  will  then  no  longer  annoy 
70U,  but  rather  prove  to  you  a  source  of  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

**  How  are  we  to  do  this?  "  you  ask. 

If  you  daily  attend  to  the  wishes  of  your  pupils,  and  observe  their 
t^ondition,  you  will  find  opportunities  enough  of  occupying  them.  In  the 
mean  time,  here  are  a  few  hints. 

In  your  lessons  you  require  the  children  always  to  be  quiet  and  to  sit 
still.  Against  this  their  whole  nature  rebels;  it  is  disposed  to  activitj, 
and  altogether  averse  to  a  passive  state.  You  will  therefore  make  them 
ill-humoured,  and  create  in  them  a  dislike  to  yourself,  if  you  insist  upon 
t>bedience  to  this  injunction.  Endeavour  to  keep  them  in  constant 
activity,  and  you  will  be  better  pleased  with  one  another.  Deliver  no 
lectures  to  them,  do  not  require  them  merely  to  listen  to  you  $  but  let 
your  lesson  be  a  continual  conversation,  in  which  first  one  and  then 
another  may  take  part* 

Now  and  then,  let  the  whole  class  repeat  after  you,  according  to  the 
Festalozzian  method.  This  simultaneous  repetition  is  of  great  utility.  It 
keeps  the  children  active,  leads  them  to  speak  out,  and  impresses  the 
lesson  upon  their  memories.  It  must,  however,  be  used  witli  discretion. 
If  we  want  to  fix  certain  words  and  phrases  in  the  children's  minds,  this 
method  is  an  efiectual  means.  But  if  we  want  to  exercise  their  under- 
standings, I  consider  it  injurious^  because  it  deters  them  from  individual 
reflection,  and  accustoms  them  to  parrot-like  repetition. 

'^  But,"  say  you,  '^  what  are  we  to  do  with  our  pupils  out  of  school- 
hours?" 

Only  listen  to  their  wishes,  and  they  will  teach  you.  At  one  time,  they 
-want  a  boat  to  float  on  the  neighbouring  brook ;  at  others,  pop-guns, 
squirts,  bows  and  arrows,  kites,  and  so  on.  From  such  childish  toys  some 
over- wise  teachers  endeavour  to  deter  them,  and  thus  render  them  un^ 
Lappy  and  unmanageable.  But  the  true  educator  is  always  glad  to  per- 
ceive such  a  wish,  and  is  ready  to  give  them  advice  and  instruction  how 
to  make  the  desired  objects  themselves. 

The  making  of  all  kinds  of  toys  at  first,  and,  subsequently,  of  tools 
and  utensils,  is  so  useful  and  agreeable  an  occupation,  that  I  consider  it 
an  indispensable  requisite  in  all  establishments  where  children  are  to  be 
properly  educated.  For  this  purpose,  of  course,  a  workshop,  a  variety  of 
tools  and  materials,  and  instruction  how  to  make  use  of  them,  are  ne- 
cessary. 

If  the  teacher  has  so  far  succeeded,  that  his  pupils  can  occupy  them- 
selves with  their  hands  after  school-hours  and  realise  their  little  wishes,  he 
lias  won  the  day.  He  is  relieved  from  the  difficult  task  of  amusing  them  ; 
they  amuse  themselves,  he  is  merely  spectator  and  adviser. 

The  advantage  to  the  children  is  indescribable.  In  the  first  place, 
their  activity  is  satisfied,  and  all  the  outbreaks  which  usually  result  from 
It  when  checked,  are  therefore  prevented.  Ten  children  in  the  workshop 
are  easier  to  govern,  than  three  who  do  not  know  what  to  do.  In  the 
second  place,  several  faculties  are  exercised.  The  mind  which,  in  the 
usual  method  of  instruction,  is  always  taught  to  act  after  others'  directions, 
revives,  conceives  its  own  ideas,  and  invents  means  to  execute  them.  The 
«ye  is  exercised  in  measuring,  in  order  to  give  to  every  part  of  the  work 
the  requisite  proportion  to  the  whole.  The  muscles  of  the  hand  and  arm 
are  so  much  exercised^  that,  in  the  manifold  accidents  of  life,  in  the  em- 
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barrassmentg  into  which  we  often  fall,  the  children  will  be  able  to  help  them- 
selves, without  being  always  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  assistance  of 
others.  A  man  who  has  not  acquired  skill  in  his  bands  during  his  youth, 
is  only  half  a  man,  because  he  is  always  dependent  on  other  people. 
Probably  nine-tenths  of  my  readers  find  themselves  with  me  in  this  predi- 
cament. I  ask  these,  on  their  consciences,  whether  they  would  not  give 
a  grei^t  deal  to  have  received  instruction  in  their  youth  how  to  use  their 
hands  ?  In  the  third  place,  it  affords  the  children  so  much  pleasure ;  for 
is  it  not  the  finest  enjoyment  to  approach  by  degrees  certain  ends,  and  at 
last  to  attain  them  ?  Now  the  boat  is  finished,  at  which  the  little  fellows 
have  been  working  some  time  past ;  now  it  is  launched ;  and  now  it  is 
brought  down  and  placed  in  the  brook,' upon  which  it  is  henceforth  to 
sail.  With  what  rejoicing  does  all  this  take  place !  You  must  have  wit- 
nessed a  similar  scene  yourselves,  my  dear  firiends,  in  order  to  be  convinced 
of  the  importance  of  giving  children  an  opportunity  of  making  things  with 
their  own  hands. 

The  objections  which  will  be  made  to  this  method  are  various^  and  I 
have  no  inclination  to  stay  here  to  refute  them.  Most  of  them  will  origi- 
nate in  the  fact,  that  few  teachers  have  themselves  learnt  any  handicri^ft, 
and  therefore  decry  and  ridicule  the  attempt  to  introduce  them  into  our 
schools.    What  would  be  the  use,  then,  of  arguing  with  them  ? 

There  are  two  objections,  however,  which  I  cannot  pass  over  in  silence, 
because  they  have  sauch  of  the  appearance  of  truth.  The  first  is  this  : — 
^'  If  the  children  are  occupied  with  handicrafts,  too  much  time  is  wasted, 
and  they  lose  the  inclination  to  learn  languages  and  sciences."  This  might, 
indeed,  often  be  the  case,  if  it  were  left  to  the  option  of  the  children, 
whether  they  would  write  a  composition,  or  occupy  themselves  with  work. 
*  But  this  I  do  not  mean.  Only  the  play-hours  are  to  be  devoted  to  it. 
The  younger  the  pupil  is,  the  more  play-hours  he  requires,  or  hours  in 
which  he  is  free  from  mental  work.  On  the  contrary,  the  more  the  pow- 
ers of  the  mind  are  developed,  the  more  various  and  continuous  are  the 
occupations  which  may  be  given  it ;  and,  accordingly,  the  more  the  number 
of  play-hours  decreases. 

The  second  objection  is  this : — *'  For  handicrafts,  the  use  of  all  sorts  of 
sharp  and  pointed  instruments  is  necessary ;  how  easily  the  child  may 
dangerously  wound  itself!" 

This  is  certainly  possible ;  but  the  frequent  use  of  sharp  tools  teaches 
the  requisite  care.  Experience  is  certainly  on  my  side.  Are  we  not 
always  hearing  of  children  who  have  dangerously  wounded  themselves, 
who  never  received  any  instruction  in  working  ?  And,  among  my  children, 
who  handle  so  many  pointed  and  sharp  instruments!  a  dangerous  wound 
tievfer  yet  occurred. 

If,  then,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  give  children  instruction  how  to 
make  things  with  their  hands,  you  who  devote  yourselves  to  education 
will,  of  course,  see  that,  you  are  bound  to  learn  to  work.  There  is  no 
remedy.  You  must  either  resolve  to  amuse  your  pupils  the  whole  day, 
and  to  lame  their  activity,  or  you  hiust  eudeavout  yourselves  to  acquire 
skill  in  all  sorts  of  work. 

workmen  to  give  the 
nd  you  will  then  find 
out  all  tliii^  unpleasantness  wiich  tisuafly  arises  from  such  connexions. 


»Kiii  in  au  suns  ui   wurK.. 

*  Can  we  not,"  you  trill  peAaps  say,  "  engage  wo 
necessary  instruction  in  ont  presence  ?      Try  it,  and 
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Nocet  illis  eloquentia,  quibus  non  rerum  facit  cnpiditalem,  sed  wi.^^8e»eea* 

Curling  with  metapliorB  a  plain  intention, 
Deckiog  the  sense  as  if  it  were  to  sell.— Herfter^ 

SixMPLiciTT  is  safe  for  all.  For  those  whose  education  has  been  much 
limited  it  is  the  only  safety ;  for,  if  they  will  use  an  abundance  of  fine 
words,  they  must  either  use  them  in  combinations  already  familiar,  and 
therefore  generally  unimpressive ;  or,  if  they  attempt  an  original  applica- 
tion, they  must  often  hazard  a  wrong  one.  As  it  is  fitting  to  know  the 
character  of  a  man  before  we  introduce  him  to  other  men,  so  we  ought  to 
be  aware  of  the  different  acceptations  and  bearings  of  a  word  before  we 
put  it  in  company  witli  other  words ;  and  be  it  remembered  that,  to  know 
the  true  meanings  of  a  word,  and  to  know  what  we  mean  by  it,  are  very 
different  things.  Hence,  fine  writing  in  the  hands  of  indifferently  educatea 
men  is  invariably  a  failure,  alternating  as  it  must  between  inaccuracy  and 
common-place.  In  such  hands,  too,  fine  writing  is  often  either  very  dif« 
ficult,  or  too  easy.  If  it  is  the  result  of  much  effort,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  language  which  does  not  come  warm  from  the  heart,  will  not  run  truly 
into  the  mould  of  the  meaning.  It  gets  a  chill :  many  a  girl,  whilst  putting 
false  roses  into  her  hair,  has  caught  a  cold  which  has  robbed  her  of  the 
real  ones  in  her  cheeks.  Again,  in  common-place  decoration  there  is 
something  essentially  unreal ;  it  seldom  seems  to  convey  a  true  record  of 
experience ;  to  be  uttered  from  the  life. 

Simplicity  being  both  the  child  of  nature,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
consummation  of  art,  by  adopting  it  sincerely  in  the  former  character  you 
may  obtain  perhaps  some  of  the  credit  which  attaches  to  it  in  the  latter ; 
just  as  by  gracefully  conforming  ourselves  to  limited  circumstances  we 
may  give  to  our  very  necessity  the  honourable  form  of  self-command. 

If  you  determine  to  cling  to  simplicity,  you  will  never  give,  at  any  rate, 
public  or  written  expression  to  that  which  you  do  not  feel  strongly ;  and  if 
you  feel  strongly,  *f  strong  impression  " — to  use  the  words  of  Archbishop 
Leighton — **  will  give  strong  expression,''  and,  more  than  that,  something 
too  of  originality  to  what  you  say.  To  this  trust.  This  was  the  strength 
of  Burns,  and  of  Bunyan.  When  the  former  betakes  himself  to  fine  words, 
and  to  copying  mythology,  to  **  Phoebus,"  "  tenebrific,''  "  idolatrising," 
lie  is  leaving  his  element,  and  losing  all  his  true  beauty— -all  that  which  has 
gained  him  the  admiration  of  his  highest  judges. 

A  plain  style  makes  no  profession,  no  promise,  and  therefore  never  dis- 
appoints ;  when  it  conveys  anything  intrinsically  good  in  thought,  it  is  so 
much  more  than  we  expect.  A  gaudy  style  is  often  a  perpetual  disappoint- 
ment :  its  only  recommendation  is,  that  it  shows  some  ambition,  some 
aspiration,  some  notion  of  beauty,  even  though  it  be  not  a  pure  one ;  but, 
if  it  never  fulfills  its  promises,  which  is  too  often  the  case,  we  should  far 
prefer  even  awkwardness  and  uncouthness.  The  same  man  whose  entire 
•elf-satisfaction  is  a  bar  to  his  self-improvement,  is  the  most  likely  to  aim 
at  an  ostentatious  mode  of  writing ;  self-conceit  makes  him  shameless^  and 
keeps  him  ill-informed — ^makes  him  a  smatterer  in  his  subject,  and  in  his 
form  a  trickster  and  bombastes.  Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  same 
sense  or  information  which  makes  a  man  write  what  is  worth  reading,  will 
preserve  him  from  any  gross  exaggerations  of  style.  When  a  writer  of  real 
thought  and  strong  sense  does  transgress  in  this  respect,  we  are  reminded 
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of  much  that  is  incongruous — of  the  triumphant  Roman  general,  leading- 
kings  captive  beliind  his  chariot,  and  yet  not  'Satisfied  wiUiout  a  dash  of 
rouge  upon  his  face — of  Charles  the  Fifth,  master  of  the  mines  of  America, 
offering,  if  we  may  Irast  the  iuBtorieii  Rankc,  a  'prentam  for  counterfeit 
silver — of  Burleigh  when,  afber  couneikchaBilDer  biisi]ies&,  he  was  oc- 
casionally commissioned  to  cal)  at  the  milifnef*«,  and  look  after  Elizabeth's 
iurbelows  and  flounces. 

As  a  ^enecal  rule,  try,  not  kow  many  words  yoiar  thought  will  support, 
but  raHKer  how  fiew  it  will  dt^nify.  Woiiderfulis  the  force  of  a  few  simple 
weeds  when  the  thoughit  is  of  any  value.  Take  an  inetaiwe :  ^'  Be  yoar- 
aelf,  and.  then  those  who  love  you  once,  are  likely  to  love  you  always."^ 
'-^t  came  from  the  mouth  of  a  Bensibk,  though  an  anedocated  person. 
Now  let  us  translate  it  according  to  the  finest  holiday-letter  moral-copy- 
book model : — "  AfFeotation,  like  every  other  species  of  msiocerity,  entails 
ttpcm  itself  its  own  puntsboaent ;  the  distrust  of  to-morrow  waits  upon  the 
unfiilfilled  profession  of  day :  therefcMrey  let  die  actions  of  one  day  eorre- 
apond  with  those  of  another  ;  for  constBteacy  of  oharaeter  wdl  hMUve  per- 
jsoanent regard.'*  The  half-educated  mas  is  ready  at  once  to  soap  at  the  latter 
of  the  tw^  ibrms ;  the  educated  man  flings  aside  the  phraseology,  and 
i;)adiy  seises  the  trath  as  gtren  in  the  words  of  the  aneducated.  Hence  the 
pleasure  that  such  :mea  as  Sir  Waker  Scott,  for  instance,  reoeive  in  con- 
^versing  with,  intelligent  persons  of  the  k)wer  classes;  they  know ^at  there 
is  little  chance  of  being  smothered  with  verbiage ;  as  the  old  play  says-— 
'<  Fioe  gaHants  soneiimes  Uke  coarse  fare,"  glad  to  escape  from  the  uni- 
formity of  badly  educated,  or  merely  educated,  and  not  either  wo^rking  or 
leally  tbioking  people. 

In  the  pcesent  day  especially,  we  think,  there  is  a  great  desire  to  escape 
from  the  ornaments  and  formalities  of  a  hackneyed  rhetoric.  Jaded  with 
trite  phrases  and  ^^vnally  repeated  afiectations,  the  minds  of  the  thought- 
ful are  "very  ready  to  make  a  Will  Honeycomb*  marriage  with  the  most 
absebite  -simplicity.  Something  of  this  feeling  bfoogbl  in  the  passion 
ifor  old  English  haMads,  made  Wordsworth's  simplest  -poetry  acceptaUe  to 
AEMny,  and  makes  gossiping  memoirs  and  diaries  often  be  preferred  to  formal 
-history.  There  may  be  now  the  rec»rrenc%  of  a  tftate>af  feelurg  descnbed 
hy  Sir  T.  Bo^ey  in  a  letter  to  Bacon  : — 

^  Men,  peiceiving  ihat  tbey  oonld  go  no  fofiier,  being'  come  to  the  top,^liey 
tux»ed  back  again  .of  their  own  aceord,  iorsaldng  ^hose4tndled  that  are  most  in 
regosst,  and  iMBtaking  ^themsdwes  to  jnew  :eodeavouiB,  as  If  >thfi  thing  that  they 
sought  had  been  by  prevention  surprised.  So  it  iarfid  ia  pacticidur  a^.  tie 
eloquence  of  that  agie,  that  when  theur  successors  found  that  hardly  litfiy  opuld 
equal,  by  no  means  excel,  their  predecessors,  thetf  hegan  to  negUct  the  studgf 
tnereof,  and  both  to  write  and  speak,  for  many  hundred  years,  in  a  rustical  laaa- 
iierT'— Letter  dfBodley  to  Bacon,  Feb,  19, 1607. 

"Whilst  this  process  is  goLn^  on  in  many  of  the  better  class  of  .'minds, 
inferibr  ones  are  indulging  more  and  more  in  frippery  and  finery,  in  ipio- 
fuse  common-places,  till  language  becomes  not  vital,  but  mechanical.; 
until  we  hear  Gfbbon^  ivhose  own  page  is  tinged  somewhat  strongly  with  the 
Kght  of  the  purple  chamber,  exclaim  : — '^  After  a  long  and  tedious  con- 
versation with  tbe  Byzaittine  declaimers,  how  refreshing  is  the  truti),  tlie 
simplicity,  the  elegance  of  an  Attic  writer  !**  (Vol.  V.  p.  105,  notQ.)  .As 
Ae  general  adoption  of  a  tawdry  style  i^  certainly  and  pfovably  Uie  sign 
:anQ'd9ect  of  a  decay  of  language^  so  a  recurrence  to  slmj>licitj,  such  m 
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4hat  tiiQted  at  ia  die  preTious  extract,  may  be  like  that  retarn  to  first 
principles  recommended  to  declining  states,  at  least  a«  attempt  at  re- 
covery. 

If  the  evidence  of  high  authors  in  &vottr  of  plainness  and  simpiicrty 
fMre  wanted,  we  could  bring  forward  others,  like  Gibbon,  not  theaiselves 
remarkable  for  these  qualities,  who  have  nevertheless  acknowledsged  their 
OEcdlenoe.    Thos  Cojeridge : — 

"  The  source  of  bad  writing  is  the  desire  to  be  something  nkore  than  men  of 
senee ;  the  BtnriBing  to  be  thought  a  genius ;  and  it  is  just  the  same  in  speech- 
makhsg :  if  men  would  only  say  what  they  have  to  say  in  plain  terms,  how  mudi 
more  elequent  would  '^ey  be  V'-^Lit,  Rem*,  I.  240. 

Dr.  Johnson,  who,  even  in  conversation,  was  ponderous,  speaks  with 
complacency  of  a  style  more  facile  and  unpretending  than  his  own  : — 

**  Thus  all  the  business  of  the  world  is  transacted  by  artless  and  easy  talk, 
neither  sublimed  by  fancy,  nor  discoloured  by  affectation.     ...     By  this 
"limpid  vein  of  language,  curiosity  is  gratified,  and  all  the  knowledge  is  con- 
veyed which  one  man  is  required  to  impart  for  the  safety  or  convenience  of  an- 
oiaier."— /dter. 

And  what  is  the  real  secret  of  this  ?  That  when  we  talk  we  think  of 
the  end  ;  when  we  write  we  think  too  much  of  the  means  and  instruments. 
Hence  the  epistolary  correspondence  of  great  men,  as  it  occupies  a  ground 
between  conversation  and  formal  writing,  including  too,  as  it  does  gene- 
rally, both  narrative  and  sentimeot,  often  proves  an  excellent  model,  par- 
ticularly where  the  writer's  eye  is  not  asquint  on  after^ publication  ;  for 
whatever  amount  of  the  dictioa  of  disf^ay  a  man  of  sense  "night  choose  to 
foist  upon  the  general  reader,  decency  and  respect  for  a  really  appre- 
CTOtmg  friend  will  almost  invariably  lead  him  to  express  even  hra  finest 
tbonghts  in  the  plainest  manner  he  can  command.  Carelessness  there 
nray  be,  familrarrty  there  will  be,  sometimes  even  to  tlie  amount  of  flip- 
pa^tcy :  but  none  of  these  fisiults  would  be  deemed  such  an  insult  to  the 
-sense  of  his  firiend  as  verbose  grandecrr.  Their  letters  then  give  you  the 
best  insight  into  the  mal  flings  and  the  muhial  understanding  of  men 
of  sense  on  tliis  sffbject. 

"Strange  -does  tt  aeem,  amd  yet  t%ere  is  no  question  of  the  fact,  that  it 
would  be  qtnte  posvMe,  with  certain  speakers,  so  to  arrange  an  audience, 
ifcreeby  tfhcee,  that  the  bystander  migbt  perceive  every  first  man  nearly 
4n  an  apoplexy  with,  suppressed  laughter,  every  second  staring  with  op&n- 
monfthod  admhratiec,  and  every  third,  if  endowed  whh  more  feeling  than 
diacemftient,  tncHting  mto  tears ;  atjd  there  need  be  no  further  reason  for 
this  great  ^Bfierence  than  the  entire  disproportion  between  the  words  and 
the  ideas  of  tfbe  speaker,  perceived  by  the  first  man,  nnperceived  by  the 
aeeond  and  third.  Tt  is  acHowed  by  all  mental  philosophers  that  the  prin- 
cipal aourcecff  l^elodierous  is  tlie  juictaposition  of  the  grand  and  the 
niean;  and  this  contrast  is  tiever  more  likely  to  produce  a  ridiculous  effect, 
than  IB  the  case  where  meagte  thoughts  are  united  with  bloated  ex- 
"pressions. 

Do  not  haxard  this*:  «!w«ys  appesrl,  evmi  if  it  be  in  imaginatfion  only, 
to  a  high  audience ;  do  not  condescend  to  tickle  the  fitncy  of  those  whose 
judgment  is  confessedly  immature,  and  to  whom,  either  in  consequence  of 
ignorance  or  youth,  the  commonest  and  oldest  finery  must  be  relatively 
new,  as  the  gingerbread  ef  a  Lord  Mayor's  procession  is  to  a  child  of  five 
years  old.    Be  content  ihat  jour  readers,  and  more  especially  your 
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hearers,  should  understand  you,  without  much  regarding  y^hether  they 
admire  you  or  not ;  for  surely  their  admiration  is  little  worth  the  effort  or 
ambition  of  a  man  of  sense,  especially  if  by  insuring  it  he  is  at  all  likely  to 
sacrifice  that  of  better  judges ;  though  even  their  admiration  will  scarcely 
be  withheld  if  he  speak  with  force  and  truth ;  nor  can  he  reasonably 
complain  of  the  fastidiousness  of  superior  judges,  when  all  they  absolutely 
require  is  simplicity,  or  silence,  if  he  have  nothing  to  say  which  is  worth 
saying  simply. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  in  no  single  instance  has  permanent  reputa- 
tion been  gained  by  those  who  have  made  language  their  principal  object, 
in  whose  minds  expression  has  held  the  first  place,  and  meaning  only  the 
second  ;  no,  not  even  though  their  words  may  have  been  arranged  with  the 
most  exquisite  harmony.  It  will  have  been  seen,  we  hope,  long  ago  that 
one  of  the  old  definitions  of  a  good  style,  i.  e.  '*  right  words  in  their  right 
places,*'  is  a  very  imperfect  one ;  the  most  wearisome  repetitions  might  be 
adorned  with  the  most  rubbishing  decorations,  without  exactly  transgress- 
ing this  rule  of  style  which  has  been  framed  with  far  too  limited  a  view 
of  its  essential  excellencies,  as  showing  the  mental  qualities  of  the  writer 
or  speaker. 

Some  people  imagine  that  the  language  of  feeling  is  almost  necessarily 
turgid ;  there  can  be  no  greater  mistake,  the  poet  Tickell  happily  ridicules 
this  notion  when  he  speaks  of  those  who— 

"  Make  love  in  tropes,  in  bombast  break  the  hearty 
In  turn  and  simile  resign  the  breath. 
And  rhyme  and  quibble  in  the  pangs  of  death." 

Those  who  indulge  the  most  in  false  grandeur  are  the  ^oung,  whose 
feelings  have  had  as  yet  little  actual  trial ;  and  we  think  we  haye  observed 
something  of  the  same  disposition  in  the  old,  whose  feelings  are  somewhat 
deadened,  and  who  are  to  a  certain  extent  withdrawn  from  the  more 
powerful  influences  and  impulses  of  active  life ;  in  these,  language  often 
takes  the  place  of  feeling^instead  of  expressing  them. 

If,  as  regards  the  young,  this  seems  a  strange  statement,  let  us  ask  any 
one  who  has  been  accustomed  to  examine  the  English  compositions  of 
boys  of  sixteen  or  seventeen,  whether  such  compositions  are  generally 
characterized  by  strong  feeling  or  forcible  expression  of  any  kind.  We 
think  he  will  answer.  No.  Their  opinions  on  any  important]  point,  if 
formed  at  all,  are  certainly  not  knit,  do  not  demand  a  strong  exposition ; 
even  though  there  may  be  strong  feeling,  an  outlay  of  it  is,  at  any  rate, 
very  rarely  made  on  the  subject  on  which  they  are  writing.  The  per- 
formance is  for  the  most  part  a  composition  in  the  lower  sense  of  that 
term,  picked  up,  sense  and  language,  from  various  sources,  and  given  m 
those  ready-made  forms  which  the  gradus-arranged-Latin  odds  and  ends 
teach  them  too  readily  to  acquiesce  in  when  they  write  in  English.  Pro- 
fessions of  grand  language  are,  in  these  cases,  generally  insincere.  Boys 
who  have  had  no  time  to  read,  and  men  who  have  no  inclination  to  do  iOf 
are  alike  in  this,  they  have  no  means  of  measaring  the  value  of  their  ideas, 
and  that  is  ihe  main  matter.  Generally  in  these  cases  there  is  too  little 
warmth,  too  little  life  in  the  thought,  to  animate  the  load  of  words  m 
which  it  is  embodied. 


«< 


Yon  have  not  apparellM  your  funr 
It  goes  too  plain,  like  a  scholar,'' 


well. 
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says  one  of  the  characters  in  a  drama  of  Webster. 

''  That  is  an  ornament 
Makes  it  more  terrible," 

is  the  answer.    The  simile  too  contains  a  truth,  for  in  diction  the  truest 
scholar  generally  goes  the  plainest. 

Still  less  frequently  is  tumid  language  the  vehicle  of  strong  reasoning  ; 
here  the  writer  is  generally  anxious  that  the  arguments  should  follow  each 
other  closely,  and  with  as  little  dissipation  of  thought  as  possible.. 
Except  for  occasional  illustration,  all  language  which  does  more  than 
express  the  thought  will  seem  an  absolute  incumbrance.  We  know  that 
to  this,  and  to  all  other  remarks  on  such  a  subject  as  that  upon  which  we  are 
dwelling,  there  are  some  lofty  exceptions ;  but  it  is  a  question  whether  the 
plain  and  close  styles  of  Bishop  Butler,  Chillingworth^  or  Jonathan 
Edwards  are  not,  on  the  whole,  to  be  preferred  to  the  brilliant,  and  occa- 
sionally useful  expansions  of  Dr.  Thomas  Brown,  or  Chalmers,  as  more 
suitable,  more  dignified,  and  also  less  palling.  It  is  certain  that  many 
have  been  led  astray  and  lost  in  the  delectable  mountains  by  the  latter 
writers,  to  whom  the  severities  of  the  former  would  have  offered  no  temp* 
tation.  There  has  been  a  kind  of  Caledonian  *'  pruritus"  generated,  not 
of  the  silent  but  noisy  kind.  The  example  of  activity  in  the  great 
original  has  irritated  many  into  aping  him  with  superfluous  movement,  and 
giving  us,  instead  of  the  glow  of  health  and  life,  that  of  inflammation. 

Now,  what  is  likely  to  prove  a  corrective  of  this  tendency  to  inflated 
diction  in  the  case  of  the  young,  and  the  indifferently  educated?     We 
often  see  exercises  in  paraphrasing  given,  but  mere  paraphrasing  would 
scarcely  be  enough  ;  nay,  it  might  accidentally  afford  encouragement  to 
the  tendency  which  we  are  anxious  to  check.     Dr.  Franklin,  in  one  of 
his  essays,  proposes  that  passages  should  be  given  for  alternate  practice 
m  contraction  and  expansion.     Three  doses  of  abbreviation  to  one  of  di^ 
latation,  might  not  be  a  bad  plan.     For  the  ostentatious  to  see  abundance 
of  fine  words  before  them,  and  then  to  be  compelled  on  principle  to  mor- 
tify themselves  into  laconism  would  be  well ;  but  the  samples  given  them 
for  this  kind  of  practice  should  rarely  be  selected  from  our  standard  au- 
thors.    If  these  *'  kings  of  thought,''  have  occasionally  a  little  super* 
fluous  embroidery,  we  would  not  have  it  pecked  off  for  practice  by  cock- 
sparrows.     These  great  writers  have  truly  styles  of  their  own,  and  reasons 
for  their  styles — styles  not  bought  ready  made,  but  fitted  to  their  form 
and  mode  of  thought.     Occasional  repetitions,  occasional  faulty  passages 
there  may  be  ;   but  in  the  main  they  are  sacred.     Perhaps,  however,  we 
might  allow  our  pupils  to  deduct  what  they  can  from  the  poetry  of  Milton, 
or  the  prose  of  Paley,  without  at  the  same  time  deducting  from  the  beauty 
of  the  one  or'the  significance  of  both  ;  if  they  can  get  the  pound  of  flesh 
without  a  drop  of  the  life's  blood,  they  are  welcome — or  their  teacher* 
either. 

Such  passages  as  that  which  will  be  shortly  quoted  would  serve  the  pur- 
pose very  well ;  we  should  premise  that  it  is  from  the  third  edition  of  a 
rather  costly  book,  written  by  a  professional  man,  published  by  a  first-* 
rate  publisher  ;  a  work  containing  much  that  is  interesting,  though  occa- 
sionally deformed  by  rambling  flimsy  passages  of  mock  eloquence : — 

*•  It  is  as  we  have  said,  the  soul  without  which  this  body  were  more  unmean- 
ing than  a  statue,  and  only  fit,  as  it  would  tend,  to  decay.  It  is  the  soul  which 
animates  the  features,  and  causes  them  to  present  a  living  picture  of  each  pas* 
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sion,  80  that  the  inmost  agitatipns  of  tke  heart  hecoxne  visHdift  im  a  moment;  asd 
the  wish  that  would  seek  concealment  betrays  its  presence  and  its  power  in  the 
vivid  eye,  while  the  blood  kindles  into  crhnson  with  a  thought  that  bums 
along  the  brow.  It  is  this  which  difiuses  a  sweet  serenity  upon  the  countenance, 
when  our  feelings  are  tranquilieed,  aiod  our  thoughbs  abide  with  heaven^  fike 
ocean  in  a  calm,  reflecting  the  peaceful  glories,  of  the  cloudless  skies.  This  in* 
dwelling  spirit  of  power  blends  our  features  into  unison  and  harmony,  and 
awakes 

*  The  music  brcaChnig  from  the  face,' 

when,  in  associatioct  with  those  we  love»  and  heart  answering  to  heart,  we  live  in 
sympathy,  while  memory^  and  hope  repose  alike  in  smiles  upon  the  bosom  r?f  en- 
joyment. It  is  a  flame  from  heaven  imrep  than  IVomethean  Are,  that  vivifies 
and  enerjeizes  the  breathing  form.  It  is  an  imnmtenal  essence,  a  being  that 
quickens  matter,  and  imparts  Me,  sensatioo^  siotioii,  to  the  intirieate  framework 
of  oar  bodies^"  &c. 

We  could  find  a  great  many  such  passages  in  books  by  no  means 
devoid  of  a  certain  amonnt  of  value  and  reputation,  if  we  had  patience 
to  look  them  out — passages  which  a  shrewd  schoolboy  might  be  taught 
to  chastise  into  moderation  ;  almost  every  guide-book  would  furnisli  pieces 
in  the  descriptive  line  excellent  for  practice. 

There  are  some  to  whom  all  this  may  seem  very  unimportant.  '  Th^ 
forms  of  writing  and  speaking  we  are  to  view,  to  use  their  language,  barely 
as  instruments  of  social  agency  for  rapid  present  eflfect :  we  are  not  to  be 
too  critical :  we  cannot  afford  to  view  these  subjects  as  questions  of  art  at 
all :  there  is  no  time  for  it :  on  we  must  go  with  such  style  as  comes  to 
band.  Perhaps  what  was  said  in  our  first  paper  may  serve  to  correct 
these  coarse,  or,  as  some  would  call  them,  practical  views  of  the  matter. 
Surely,  it  cannot  be  unimportant,  as  a  mere  question  of  business,  to  check 
that  vague  silly  grandecrr  and  worthless  amplification  into  which  so  manj 
are  inclined  to  run  without  the  most  decided  efibrt  to  prevent  it  on  their 
own  part  or  that  of  their  instructors.  We  have  heard  a  merchant  of  high 
standing  in  London  complain  that  somehow  or  other  he  could  never  con- 
vey in  less  than  a  ip^Lge  and  a  half  what  one  of  his  clerks  could  express  ia 
half  a  page  ais  effectually.  The  mass  of  variousTy  interesting  matter  laying 
claim  to  ihe  attention  of  intelligent  men  in  the  present  day  is  immense.  A 
short-hand  system  of  reading,  if  we  may  use  such  a  term,  as  well  as  of 
writing,  would  scarcely  su'ffice  for  the  tasks  which  many  inquiring  and  in- 
dustrious men  set  themselves.  Why  should  the  thoughts  and  subjects  for 
which  they  can  scarcely  make  room  in  skeleton  be  presented  to  them  in  a 
stale  of  dropsy  ?  When  verbiage  and  rhodomontade  come  in  the  mass,  it 
is  easy  enot^gh  to  glance  through  it  without  any  fatigue  to  the  attention  ; 
but  it  often  happens  that  facts  or  suggestions;  by  no  means  unworthy  of 
notice,  are  so  industriously  involved  and  implicated  in  bundles  of  verbiage 
—a  score  of  sticki  to  one  axe,  like  the  Roman  fasces,  only  with  less  autho- 
rity— that  we  are  fain  to  take  the  mass  altogether  and  make  the  best  of  it. 
Interesting  facts,  if  a  work  be  scientific — vital  principles,  or  strong  party 
principles,  if  it  be  religious — are  sure  to  make  a  book  saleable  in  the  present 
day,  no  matter  how  worthless  or  disproportioned  the  vehicle ;  and  through 
these  two  channels  a  constant  indirect  encouragement  is  given  to  flashy 
and  exaggerated  styles.  With  regard  to  religious  books,  there  are  some 
admirable  remarks  in  Foster's  Essay  on  the  ••  Aversion  of  Men  of  Taste  to 
Evangelical  Religion ;''  we  have  not  room  to  quote  them,  but  Ihe  book  is 
easily  procurable,  arid  we  heartily  recomnousttd  them  to  our  leaders.  Ontbe 
gFOunds  there  staled  it  were  roneh  to  be  wislMd  that  amoog  the  mimeroiia 
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cheap  reprints  we  had  a  few  more  from  the  Works  of  our  best  dirines,  in 
the  place  of  new  books  from  equally  pious  but  lees  powerful  writers. 

As  for  simple  models  for  the  student,  there  are  plenty  of  them  in  our 
language  :  Sydney  (Algernon),  Temple,  Dryden's  prose,  &c.  More  re- 
cently, Southey,  Arnold,  Whateley,  and  a  dozen  others,  whom  we  have  not 
time  to  enumerate.  But  we  would  by  no  meaira  have  the  study  confined 
to  our  dryer  writers ;  those  who  haye  a  determination  to  mock  grandeur 
ought  to  be  directed,  and  that  not  seldom,  to  the  many  examples  which 
our  literature  affords  of  the  true.  In  Leighton,  with  some  carelessness, 
there  is  the  greatest  beauty,  combined  with  such  a  charming  and  com- 
plete absence  of  self-consciousness,  that  we  scarcely  know  where  to  look  for 
a  similar  example. 


ON  NEW  AND  SELF-ACTING  EDUCATIONAL  INFLUENCES. 

Ik  a  former  Number  it  was  observed  that  the  effects  of  the  increased  edu- 
cation, of  late  years  provided  for  the  poor,  are  such  as  to  show  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  prompt  and  effective  measures  so  to  raise  the  education  of 
the  middle  class,  that 'they  may  keep  before  the  advancing  footsteps  of 
those  below  them.  The  necessity  for  such  improvement  is  sufficiently 
proved  by  the  simple  consideration  that,  if  we  improve  the  education  of  the 
poor  whilst  we  neglect  that  of  those  immediately  above  them,  we  lay  the 
foundation  foran  inversion  of  the  orders  of  society.  But  this  is  very  far 
from  being  the  only  ground  upon  which  to  urge  the  importance  of  im- 
provement in  middle-class  education.  There  are  other  circumstances  of 
the  times  in  which  we  live,  in  addition  to  the  improved  education  of  the 
poor,  which,  if  carefully  considered,  can  hardly  fail  of  greatly  increasing 
the  conviction  that  at  no  period  has  the  education  of  the  middle  class 
called  for  more  serious  attention  than  at  present. 

The  circumstances  to  which  we  refer  may  be  considered  as  so  many  new 
agencies  and  self-acting  influences  which  are  at  work  amongst  us,  and 
which  will  be  productive  of  good  or  evil  according  to  the  state  and  condi- 
tion of  those  upon  whom  they  are  continually  operating.  They  may  be 
briefly  stated,  and  we  will  set  them  down  as  we  find  them  enumerated  in 
a  work  now  before  us,*  under  the  designation  of  the  social  phenomena  of 
the  present  day,  as  the  following :  namely,  the  manner  in  which  the 
steam-engine  has  been  made  to  assist  and  supersede  human  labour,  which 
has  had  the  effect  both  of  increasing  the  intelligence  in  various  ways  of 
large  masses  of  the  working  classes,  and  of  cheapening  to  all  alike  many  of 
the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  ;  the  factory  system,  which  has  of 
late  conferred  a  great  amount  of  power  upon  the  working  classes  by  col- 
lecting them 'together  rn  vast  numbers;  the  railway,  which  enables  them 
to  travel  in  the  same  manner  as  the  upper  classes ;  the  penny  postage 
also,  which  has  given  them  equal  facilities  for  corresponding  with  each 
other;  the  very  general  diffiision  of  knowledge,  which,  together  with  the 
<;auses  above  stated,  has  awakened  thought  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the 
factory  people  and  artisans:  the  wonderful  extension  of  the  newspaper 
press,  which  contributes  very  much  to  stimulate  thought  amongst 
these  classes ;  and  the  influence  which  the  leaders  of  these  classes  may 
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exercise  almost  simultaneously  over  the  whole  country  by  the  aid  of  the 
railway,  cheap  postage,  the  electric  telegraph,  the  platform,  the  lecture* 
room,  and  their  own  press.  In  the  above  list  are  enumerated  agencies 
which,  it  is  plain,  are  continually  at  work,  and  which  may  at  any  time  b& 
brought  to  bear  on  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  humbler  classes.  But 
there  are  also  other  influences  of  a  very  powerful  and  self-acting  nature 
which  arc  in  operation  upon  many  of  the  middle  class,  in  addition  to  those 
above-mentioned.  The  tradesmen  of  the  present  day  are,  many  of  them, 
members  of  clubs  and  mechanics'  institutes ;  they  attend  lectures,  they 
talk  about  science  and  the  fine  arts;  they  have  their  regular  excursions  to 
foreign  countries,  as  well  as  to  the  principal  places  in  their  own  land,  and 
thus  look  out  upon  the  world,  and  not  only  know  something  of  what  is^ 
going  on  in  it,  but  are  also  thereby  led  not  unfrequently  to  take  part  in 
the  affairs  of  it. 

One  necessary  consequence  of  the  existence  and  constant  operation  of 
such  agencies  is,  as  the  writer  to  whom  we  have  alluded  observes,  a  grow- 
ing capacity,  both  amongst  the  working  classes  and  those  immediately 
above  them,  to  feel  an  interest  in  other  matters  besides  those  in  which  they 
are  immediately  concerned ;  and,  as  he  adds,  it  is  surprising  to  find  how 
rapidly  an  interest  in  any  great  event,  or  important  subject,  now  spreads 
over  the  whole  country  and  penetrates  even  to  the  humblest  class  of 
labourers.  The  increase  of  our  population  during  the  last  fifty  years  might 
of  itself  be  regarded  as  a  very  important  cause  of  change;  but,  as  it  is 
justly  remarked  by  the  same  writer,  the  importance  of  this  cause  is  very 
much  heightened  by  the  fact  that  almost  the  whole  of  this  vast  increase 
has  been  confined  to  the  trading,  manufacturing,  and  commercial  part  of 
the  population — to  that  part,  in  short,  which  dwells  in  towns,  as  distin- 
guished from  that  which  dwells  in  the  country  and  is  connected  with  the 
land.  And  it  is  on  that  part,  which  has  thus  rapidly  increased  and  which 
is  still  in  like  manner  increasing,  that  the  agencies  of  which  we  have  been 
speaking,  exercise  an  especial  influence. 

The  Great  Exhibition  of  last  year  was  singularly  calculated  to  illustrate 
the  powerful  nature  of  some  of  these  agencies,  and  to  show  how  suscepti- 
ble the  people  are  becoming  of  their  influence,  as  well  as  to  add  afresh 
impulse  to  their  operation.  Its  success  is  undoubtedly  to  be  attributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  their  previous  existence,  and  presents  as  sure  indica- 
tions as  we  have  yet  had  of  their  character  and  power.  This  subject  is 
very  strikingly  noticed  in  the  appendix  to  the  work  already  repeatedly  re- 
ferred to.  That  six  millions  of  visitors  should,  as  this  writer  remarks,, 
within  the  short  space  of  six  months,  have  been  attracted  to  the  same  spot 
(a  large  proportion  of  these  millionj  having  been  contributed  from  the  lower 
classes  of  society),  and  that  in  this  mighty  gathering  every  nation  of  the 
civilised  world  should  have  been  represented,  are  facts  which  stand  alone 
in  the  annals  of  the  human  race.  How  to  bring  up  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  men,  in  truth  millions,  from  great  distances,  and  carry  them  back  again^ 
many  of  them  on  the  same  day,  and  this  for  a  charge  of  not  more  than  a 
few  shillings  a  head,  is  a  problem  which,  twenty  years  ago,  no  ingenuity, 
no  command  of  funds  could  have  enabled  us  to  solve.  But  now  it  is  as 
simple  and  easy  a  matter,  and  one  as  much  of  course,  as  anything  in 
the  world.  Before  the  shilling  admission  to  the  Exhibition  commenced, 
the  manager  of  the  traffic  of  the  London  and  North  Western  Railway  in- 
formed the  commissioners  that  that  line  alone  would  be  able  to  bring  up 
50,000  visitors  daily.    The  changes  which  such  facilities  for  communica- 
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tion  and  transport  have  produced  in  all  classes  are  already  very  great,  and 
cannot  yet  be  fully  appreciated.  But  the  Exhibition  has  given  an  impe- 
tus to  these  changes.  Bven  the  class  of  agricultural  labourers^  many  of 
whom  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Exhibition  availed  themselves  of  the 
railway  during  the  summer  for  the  first  time,  will  for  the  future  be  more 
disposed  to  resort  to  it  as  a  means  of  seeking  a  better  field  for  their  labour* 
The  glimpses  of  the  new  world  beyond  their  own  villages  which  tbey  have 
caught  in  their  excursions  to  Loncfon  during  the  Exhibition,  will  be  as  seeds 
sown  in  their  minds ;  and  with  a  great  many  this  first  trip  will  assuredly 
not  be  the  last. 

Here,  then,  in  the  railway  alone  we  have  a  new  agency,  which,  so  far 
from  being  likely  to  lose  its  influence,  is  certain  of  daily  increasing  it,  and 
of  communicating  additional  activity  to  other  means  of  popular  instruc- 
tion, if  we  may  so  term  them,  such  as  the  newspaper  press,  cheap  postage, 
and  general  intercourse.  It  is  needless  to  do  more  than  to  mention  these, 
and  to  point  out  the  mutual  action  which  they  have  upon  one  another,  and 
the  facility  with  which  they  may  be  put  in  motion  by  any  important  public 
event,  to  be  convinced  that  they  are  powerful  and  self-acting  modes  of 
extending  knowledge  and  what  may  be  called  popular  education.  They 
have  already  made  an  advance  and  gained  a  momentum  which,  whether 
for  good  or  evil,  cannot  be  stopped,  or  even  checked.  We  may  regret 
past  neglects  and  errors,  and  resolve  and  endeavour  to  amend  them ;  but 
the  advance  already  made,  and  the  different  causes  in  operation  to  urge  it 
still  more  rapidly  onwsird,  are  such  that  there  is  no  return.  This  pecu- 
liarity in  the  progress  of  popular  instruction  at  the  present  day,  M.  Guizot 
very  forcibly  illustrated  in  a  recent  public  address  by  the  following  anec- 
dote from  the  narrative  of  the  first  voyage  of  Columbus  :— It  is  related  of 
him  that,  after  weeks  of  navigation  on  unknown  seas  in  the  direction  of 
that  unknown  world  which  he  was  seeking,  he  saw  one  day  a  violent  sedi- 
tion break  out  amongst  his  crew.  All  demanded  to  be  carried  back  to 
their  country.  ''What  distance  do  you  think  we  are  from  it?  "  asked 
Columbus ;  ''  how  many  knots,  think  you,  have  we  sailed  since  our  de- 
parture ? "  They  guessed  a  considerable  number,  thinking  they  named  a 
great  many.  ''  We  have  sailed  ten  times  as  many,"  said  Columbus ;  ''re- 
turn if  yen  can."  The  sense  of  danger  calmed  sedition;  they  recognised 
the  necessity  of  persevering,  confided  in  God  and  their  chief,  and  the  new 
world  was  discovered!  Like  Columbus  and  bis  companions  (said  M. 
Guizot),  we  are  too  far  advanced  to  retreat,  and  what  is  already  done 
obliges  us  to  do  the  rest,  but  to  do  it  better. 

"Diis  is  the  lesson  which  we  would  have  every  one  draw  from  the  consi- 
deration of  these  new  agencies  which  we  have  beenenumerating.  They 
arise  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  cannot  be  repressed.  They 
can  indeed  hardly  be  controlled  in  the  way  of  direction ;  and,  whether  for 
good  or  evil,  they  are  developing  a  very  great  amount  of  thought  and  in- 
telligence in  all  classes.  No  portion  of  society  is  more  immediately  or 
more  deeply  interested  in  the  changes  that  are  now  so  rapidly  taking  place, 
than  that  division  of  the  middle  class  which  is  just  above  the  working^^ 
class.  They  are  at  present  the  least  prepared  for  change  by  previous  edu* 
cation,  and  the  means  of  providing  a  propter  education  for  their  children 
can  hardly  be  said  to  be  now  generally  within  their  reach.  We  pointed 
out  in  our  last  Number  this  deficiency,  and  several  methods  of  removing  it, 
and  we  recommended  those  parish  schools  which  have  reached  the  higher 
standard  of  instruction,  as  often  affording  a  better  educiation  than  can  be 
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obtained  in  many  of  the  boarding-schools  to  which  the  wealthier  farmerr 
and  tradesmen  send  their  children.  We  agree  with  the  author  of  '*  The 
School  of  the  Fature/'  in  the  opinion  that  we  shall  never  have  good  schools,^ 
or  make  any  very  great  advances  in  the  cause  of  popular  education,  as 
long  as  we  adhere  to  the  plan  of  establishing  schools  for  the  labouring 
classes  exclusively.  We  think  with  him  that  there  ought,  generally  speak- 
ing, to  be  found  in  every  neighbourhood  a  school,  or  schools,  so  situated  as 
not  to  be  at  an  inconvenient  distance  from  any  part  of  the  neighbourhood ; 
and  that  such  arrangements  and  such  methoas  of  instruction  should  be 
carried  out  that  all  classes  (at  all  events  up  to  a  certain  age)  might,  sup- 
posing parents  were  desirous  of  it,  receive  instruction  in  the  same  class-^ 
rooms,  and  at  the  same  time ;  and  that  the  school  fees  should  be  fixed  on 
such  a  scale  that,  while  the  expense  of  educating  their  children  would  be 
little  felt  by  the  middle  classes,  a  good  education  for  their  children  would 
be  within  the  reach  of  the  labouring  classes.  We  believe,  too,  that  whatever 
differences  may  exist  in  the  schools  of  districts  or  parishes  where  it  may 
be  thought  advisable  to  have  several  schools,  these  ought  not  to  be  looked 
upon  as  essential  differences,  but  merely  as  different  steps  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  best  scheme  of  instruction  which  we  can  devise,  that  is,  as 
differences  in  degree,  not  in  kind ;  and  that  what  is  a  good  education  for 
one  man  is  in  the  main  a  good  education  for  all  others. 

Thus  far  we  agree  with  the  author  from  whom  we  have  so  repeatedly  quoted 
in  the  present  paper.  But  here  another  question  arises ;  namely,  wherein 
does  a  good  eaucation — an  education  good  for  all  classes — mainly  con- 
sist ?  An  answer  to  this,  however  brief,  would  lead  us  much  further  than 
the  limits  assigned  us  will  allow.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  we  cannot  alto- 
gether assent  to  the  proposition  that "  any  scheme  of  instruction  worthy  of 
these  times,  ought  to  be  based  upon  the  idea  that  it  is  necessary  to  give 
a  general  acquaintance  with  the  different  divisions  of  knowledge,  at  all 
events,  to  such  an  extent  as  that  some  ideas  may  be  obtained  respecting 
the  nature  of  the  different  parts,  and  respecting  the  relation  in  which  they 
severally  stand  each  to  the  rest.''  However  useful  such  a  general  ac- 
quaintance with  the  different  divisions  of  knowledge  may  be,  we  can- 
not regard  it  as  fundamental,  or  as  forming  the  basis  of  an  education 
good  in  the  main  for  all  classes.  As  this  is  a  subject  upon  which  we  fear 
there  are  many  erroneous  opinions  afloat  at  the  present  day,  we  shall  hope 
on  some  future  occasion  to  point  out  what  we  believe  to  be  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  upon  which  all  education  should  be  based  and  an  acquaint- 
ance with  which  would  be  beneficial  to  all,  and  as  to  which  the  differences 
of  attainment  would  consist  in  degree,  not  in  kind. 


ON  THE  TEACHING  OF  GEOLOGY  AS  THE  BASIS  OF 

GEOGRAPHY. 

The  dependence  of  civil  upon  physical  geography  is  now  generallr 
recognised,  and  there  are  few  elementary  schools  in  which  some  attempt 
fs  not  made  to  teach  the  one  as  the  basis  of  the  other.  But,  having 
reached  this  length,  it  is  now  time  that  teachers  should  direct  their  atten- 
tion to  that  which  forms  the  basis  of  physical  geography  itself,  namely, 
Geology.  There  are  no  elementary  schools,  that  we  are  aware  of,  in  which 
any  instruction  has  hitherto  been  given  on  this  subject,  in  any  systematic 
manner.    The  utmost  extent  to  which  it  has  been  taught  has  beenlimited 
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to  the  mention  of  the  minerals  and  metals  occurring  in  particular  districts^ 
which  only  amdNmts  to  the  merest  fraction  of  a  subordinate  part  of  the 
science — mineralogy. 

Although  the  minerals  and  metals  exercise  a  most  important  influence 
upon  the  pursuits  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  numerical  amount  of  the 
population,  the  remaining  geological  peculiarities  have  an  equals  though 
less  apparent,  influence  upon  these  particulars. 

Thus,  to  take  a  single  instance,  it  is  not  alone  the  occurrence  of  a  coal 
field  in  the  south  of  Lancashire  which  has  made  that  part  of  the  country 
a  great  manufacturing  district.  It  was  the  principal  seat  of  the  cotton 
manufacture  before  the  coal  became  the  great  element  of  its  success  in 
the  application  of  steam  power.  The  feature  which  determined  the 
locality  as  a  favourable  seat  for  the  manufacture,  was  the  abundance  of 
streams  of  water,  which  flow  down  from  the  hilly  district  in  the  east  of  the 
county,  into  the  level  tract  extending  thence  to  the  sea.  These  streams 
furnished  an  abundant  supply  of  water-power,  and  were  of  great  service  in 
washing,  bleaching,  and  dyeing  the  cotton  fabrics.  In  this  latter  respect, 
although  the  water-power  has  been  superseded  for  the  most  part  by  steam- 
power,  the  supply  of  water  is  still  an  important  agent  in  carrying  on  the 
manufacture. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  occurrence  of  the  streams  simply  depends  on 
the  physical  features  of  the  district;  but  these  again  depend  upon  its 
geological  structure,  quite  as  much  as  the  existence  of  particular  mine* 
rals  and  metals.  The  same  physical  features  would  not  result  from  any 
other  geological  formations  than  those  which  are  found  in  the  district. 
The  mountain  limestone,  of  which  the  Lancashire  hills  consist,  is  well 
adapted,  by  the  forms  which  it  assumes,  to  produce  the  slow  but  constant 
streams  which  are  required ;  and  the  new  red  sandstone  of  the  contiguou 
region  is  similarly  adapted,  by  its  level  and  impervious  character,  to 
receive  these  streams  from  the  hills  and  render  them  available.  If  the 
hills  had  been  precipitous,  or  had  contained  fissures,  we  should  either 
have  had  mountain  torrents,  or  the  water  would  have  been  lost  by  de- 
scending between  the  rocks ;  and  if  the  level  tract  had  been  composed  of 
tertiary  formations,  the  water  would  probably  have  sunk  into  the  loose 
soil,  only  to  appear  in  the  form  of  springs. 

We  have  no  intention  of  recommending  geology  as  a  separate  branch 
of  instruction  in  elementary  schools.  This  is  as  unnecessary  as  it  would 
be  impracticable.  We  do  not  recommend  that  children  should  be  troubled 
with  any  general  notions  on  the  subject,  but  only  with  the  broad  features 
of  the  geology  of  their  own  country  :  and  in  teaching  this  we  would  sim- 
plify it  as  much  as  possible,  by  the  omission  of  those  minute  distinctions, 
which,  though  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the  geologist,  et^ 
ercise  no  influence  upon  the  inhabitants.  For  instance,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  make  any  mention  whatever  of  fossil  remains,  although  these  are 
the  surest  guide  to  the  geologist  in  distinguishing  between  difierent  for- 
mations. We  shall  thus  avoid  any  necessity  for  entering  into  an  explana- 
tion of  the  origin  of  such  remains,  for  which  young  minds  are  not  pre- 
pared, and  which  could  not  be  attempted  without  the  risk  of  confusing 
their  ideas,  and  even  of  weakening  their  faith.  Nor  would  we,  at  first, 
explain  to  them  how  the  geological  formations  overlie  one  another.  We 
should  simply  point  out  to  them  the  geological  structure  of  the  various 
districts  separately  and  independently,  and  then  trace  the  effects  of  this 
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upon  the  people.     What  we  recommend,  in  fact,  is  that  part  of  the  gci« 
ence  which  is  cMed  phj^sical  geology,  and  of  that  the  merest  outlines. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  work  in  which  teachers  will  find  the  subject 
treated  in  an  elementary  manner ;  but  if  they  will  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  leading  facts  of  physical  geology,  they  will  soon  perceive 
the  connection  of  thes«  with  the  phenomena  of  physical  and  political  geo* 
graphy.  For  this  purpose,  they  will  require  to  read  an  elementary  work 
on  geology.  Perhaps  Richardson's  "  Geology  for  Beginners  "  will  be 
the  most  suitable.  They  will  ako  require  a  geological  map  of  England 
for  their  own  use.  The  little  map  published  by  the  National  Society  in 
their  Series  of  Physical  Maps^  or  that  of  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of 
Useful  Knowledge,  neither  of  which  is  very  costly,  will  serve  their  pur^ 
pose.  A  chalk  sketch  on  the  black-board  will  answer  sufficiently  well  in 
giving  the  lessons.  <<The  Population  Map  of  England,"  by  Petermann, 
will  be  found  extremely  useful,  wherever  it  can  be  procured. 

In  order  to  give  our  readers  a  definite  idea  of  the  kind  of  instruction 
which  we  propose,  and  to  enable  those  teachers  who  have  no  knowledge  of 
geology  to  commence  at  once  imparting  such  instruction^  we  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  draw  a.hasty  outline  of  the  geology  of  England,  and  its  influence 
on  the  industrial  pursuits  of  the  inhabitants. 

1.  All  the  east  coast,  from  the  North  York  Moors  southwards  to  Kent, 
the  basin  of  the  Thames  as  far  as  the  borders  of  Wiltshire,  and  the  part  of 
the  south  coast  from  Dorchester  nearly  to  Brighton,  consists  of  such 
ground  as  we  find  about  London,  that  is,  of  gravel,  clay,  and  sand.  This 
formation  runs  up  all  the  other  rivers  farther  than  the  common  boundary 
line,  especially  up  the  Humber,  which  is  the  next  largest  to  the  Thame*. 
This  is  called  the  tertiary  formation. 

2.  Next  to  this  there  is  a  district  of  chalk,  including  the  York  Wolds, 
the  Lincolnshire  Wolds,  the  western  half  of  Norfolk,  the  whole  of  the  East 
Anglian  Heights  and  Ghiitern  Hills,  the  Wiltshire  Downs,  Saliebury  Plain, 
the  Dorset  Heights,  and  the  North  and  South  Downs,  besides  large  tracU 
of  country  on  both  sides  of  all  these  hills.  This  is  called  the  chalk  or  cre- 
taceous formation. 

3.  On  the  west  of  this  we  come  to  a  district  which  contains  limestone, 
like  the  Portland  stone,  called  oolite.  It  extends  from  the  North  York 
Moors  in  a  narrow  strip  fouth-west  throughout  the  country  to  the  coast  of 
Dorset.  It  includes  the  North  York  Moors,  the  Lincoln  Heights,  the 
Central  Table«-land,  and  the  Cotswold  Hills, 

4.  Next  to  this,  there  is  a  large  district  running  from  the  river  Tyne  in  a 
iKmth-westerly  direction  to  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  and  also  stretching  up 
from  the  centre  of  England  into  the  south  of  Lancashire,  as  far  as  Man- 
chester.   This  is  occupied  by  the  new  red  sandstone  formation. 

5.  We  have  next  a  district  of  carboniferous,  or  qoal  formation,  stretch* 
ing  from  Uie  north  of  England  to  the  south  of  Derby,  and  includii^  all 
the  Pennine  Range.  It  is  also  continued  by  a  narrow  strip  down  into 
South  Wales  and  Devonshire,  in  both  of  which  it  spreads  out. 

6.  The  western  counties  of  England,  and  the  part  of  South  Wale^  just 
above  the  carboniferous  formation,  with  the  south  of  Devon  and  the  wboto 
of  Cornwall,  are  occupied  hy  the  old  red  sandstone  formation.  In  thesa 
two  counties  we  find  granite  rocks  rising  through  the  surface  and  forrO'* 
jng  hills.  The  Cornish  Heights  and  Dartmoor  Forest  consist  of  these 
^focks. 
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7,  The  whole  of  the  Welsh  and  Cambrian  mountains  are  composed  of 
slate. 

There  are  three  ways  in  which  the  geological  formations  exercise  an 
influence  upon  the  pursuits  of  the  inhabitants.  The  first  is,  by  the  cha- 
racter which  they  give  to  the  vertical  profile,  or  surface  of  the  land  ;  the 
second  U,  by  the  quality  of  soil  which  results  from  the  disintegration  of 
the  rocks ;  the  third  is,  by  the  existence  of  particular  minerals  and  metals. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  examine  these  influences,  more  particularly  in 
regard  to  each  separate  formation ;  and  in  so  doing  we  will  take  them  in 
the  inverse  order  to  that  in  which  we  have  just  described  them  : — 

1st.  The  slate  formation,  including  the  Cumbrian,  Cambrian,  and 
formations. 

The  great  general  characteristic  of  this  district  is  that  it  is  everywhere 
mountainous.  It  includes  all  the  highest  hills  in  the  country.  On  these 
the  soil  is  necessarily  thin,  the  rocks  lying,  in  most  cases,  immediately 
beneath  the  surface.  From  their  elevation,  too,  the  climate  is  cold  and 
bleak  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  year.  The  greater  part  of  the  district 
is  therefore  fit  for  nothing  but  pasturage.  In  the  valleys,  however^  the 
soil  is  often  deep  and  fertile,  havmg  been  formed  by  the  crumbling  down 
of  the  rocks  on  the  sides  of  the  hills.  The  soil  produced  in  this  way  from 
slate  rocks,  is  always  extremely  fertile,  and  this  fertility  is  increased  by  the 
mountain  streams  which  flow  through  the  valleys.  Some  of  the  Welsh 
vales  produce  more  grain  than  is  required  for  the  supply  of  the  inhabitants. 
'  Several  metals  are  found  in  this  formation,  but  in  no  great  abundance. 
The  principal  of  these  are  lead,  zinc,  antimony,  and  bismuth.  The  mining 
of  these  affords  employment  to  a  small  portion  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  natural  resources  of  the  district  are  therefore  not  such  as  to  support 
a  large  population,  and  there  are  accordingly  no  towns  of  any  great  size  or 
importance. 

2nd.  The  old  red  sandstone,  or  Devonian  formation. 

The  districts  occupied  by  this  formation  are  level,  or  only  slightly  hilly, 
except  where  they  are  broken  through  by  the  granite  rocks.  In  the  level 
tracts  the  soil  is  extremely  fertile,  and  particularly  adapted  to  the  growth 
of  apples.  The  red  colour  of  the  rocks  results  from  the  presence  of  oxide 
of  iron,  and  the  soil  they  form  is  tinged  by  the  same  substance,  and  is 
called  red,  or  apple  earth.  Its  fertility  and  its  adaptation  for  the  growth 
of  apples  appears  to  be  owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  iron  which  it  con- 
tains. The  cider-producing  districts,  namely,  Hereford,  Worcester, 
Monmouth,  and  South  Devon,  are  all  situated  upon  this  formation. 

The  mountainous  part  of  this  formation  is  the  great  depository  of  the 
metals — gold,  silver,  tin,  and  copper.  They  are  mostly  found  between 
the  granite  rocks  and  the  slate  of  the  Devonian  formation,  which  they 
break  through.  These  metals  are  found  in  such  abundance,  that  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  inhabitants  of  Cornwall  and  the  south-west  of  Devon  has 
been  almost  exclusively  that  of  mining  from  the  earliest  ages. 

drda  Carboniferous  formation. 

The  mountain  limestone  invariably  rises  into  hills  of  considerable  height, 
and  hence  its  name.  Thus  the  highest  elevations  in  England  are  those  of 
the  Pennine  Range.  The  employment  of  the  inhabitants  above  ground 
is,  therefore,  necessarily  that  of  pasturage.  But  a  far  more  important 
and  productive  occupation  iS  furnished  by  the  existence  of  the  coal  and  its 
associate  deposits  of  iron  and  limestone  beneath  the  surface. 

4ih.  New  red  sandstone  formation. 
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This  formation,  which  ocoupies  the  centre  of  the  country^  is  perhaps  the 
richest  of  all,  both  in  agricultural  and  mineral  resources. 

It  nowhere  forms  hiHs,  but  has,  throoghout,  a  low  and  even  surface. 
It  includes  all  the  great  rales  or  lowlands,  namely,  the  Vale  of  Edendale, 
the  Vale  of  York,  the  Vale  of  Chester,  the  Vale  of  Severn,  and  the  Vale 
of  Exeter.  These  tracts  are  well  watered  by  streams  fron  the  adjoin- 
ing hills,  and  contain  excellent  meadow  land.  It  is  remarkable  that 
they  are  the  great  cheese-producing  districts  of  the  country.  This 
may  depend  partly  upon  the  presence  of  some  particular  substance. in 
the  soil,  but  it  is. to  be  regarded  genecally  as  a  result  of  the  adaptation 
of  the  land  to  the  grazing  of  cows. 

The  minerals  found  in  the  new  red  sandstone  formation  are  coal«  iron, 
limestone,  sandstone,  raagnesian  limestone,  rock-salt  and  gypsum.  On 
the  coalfields  of  this  formation,  theseats.of  all  our  great  manufactures  have 
been  established.  The  Newcasde  and  South  Stafford  coalfields  are  the 
seats  of  the  iron  trade,  the  Leeds  and  Nottingham  coalfield  is  the  seat 
of  the  woollen  manufacture,  and  the  South  Lancashire  coalfield  is  that  of 
the  cotton  manufacture.  In  all  the  coalfields  iron  is  wrought,  and  it  is  a 
beneficent  provision  that  the  coal  and  limestone  required  for  smelting  the 
ore  are  always  found  in  connexion  with  it.  If  this  were  not  the  ease,  it 
would  have  to  be  carried  to  places  where  the  coal  existed,  as  the  copper 
ore  procured  in  Cornwall  has  uow  to  be  sent  to  the  Glamorgan  coalfield. 

The  other  minerals  occurring  in  this  formation  are  also  of  great  impor- 
tance. The  salt  mines  of  Cheshire  have  long  been  famousu  Gypsum,  or 
sulphate  of  lime,  is  obtained  in  large  quantitiesfrom  the  Vale  of  Eden, 
and  is  used  to  make  what  is  called  plaster  of  Paris.  The  sandstone  and 
magnesian  limestone  are  used  in  building.  In  this  district  we  find  by  far 
the  greater  proportion  of  cathedrals,  castles,  and  other  stone  structures. 
They  have  mostly  been  built  of  the  sandstone  which  is  most  easily  quar- 
ried and  worked ;  but  the  magnesian  Umestone  is  now  considered  to  be 
the  most  valuable  building  material  in  the  country.  It  is  somewhat 
harder,  but  far  more  durable  than  the  new  red  sandstone. 

Another  circumstance  which  sliould  be  mentioned  in  connexion  with 
this  formation  is,  that  the  water  of  its  springs  is  purer  than  that  found  in 
any  other  part  of  the  country.  This  arises  from  the  absence  of  lime  and 
other  impurities  in  the  rocks  through  which  it  passes.  Nottingham  has 
lon^  been  known  to  be  one  of  the  best  bleaching  counties. 

The  consequence  of  these  abundant  resources  is,  that  we  find  this  p^rt  of 
the  country  more  densely  populated  than  any  other.  No  fewer  than 
tliirty-two  of  the  largest  and  most  important  towns  and  cities  in  the 
kingdom  occur  upon  the  new  red  sandstone  formations*         « 

5tli.  The  Oolitic  formation. 

From  the  hilly  nature  of  the  country  occupied  by  this  fopmn^n,  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  soil  occurring  upon  it,  which  is  throughout  particu- 
larly clayey  and  wet,  the  people  are  chiefly  engaged  in  pasturing  cattle.  The 
only  mineral  of  importance  which  occurs  is  the  oolite  itself  some  species 
of  which  make  a  most  excellent  building-stone.  That  which  is  most  ex- 
tensively quarried  is  the  Portland  stone,  found  in  the  isle  of  Portland. 

6th.  The  Cretaceous  formation. 

The  cretaceous  formation  also  rises  into  hills,  but  they  are  less  in  lieight 
tlian  those  in  the  oolite  and  di&rently  farmed,  being  for  the  most  part  round- 
topped.  The  soil  upon  these  hills  is  scMitj,  and  fcom  the  pervites  nature 
of  the  chalk  and  sand,  the  water  which  fnU*  u^^  tlieiff  aumaiits  sinks 
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down  to  a  considerable  depth  io  tlie  eartfa«  and  only  finds  an  exit  in  the 
form  of  springs,  in  the  low  tracts  of  tertiary  land  adjoining  them  on  the 
east.  The  chalk  hills  are,  therefore^  fitted  in  .every  way  for  sheep-walks ; 
and  we  thus  find  the  princifpal  shecp-pastuces  in  England  occurring  on 
this  formation.  The  influence  of  the  chalk  and  flint  of  the  soil  is  very 
perceptible  in  the  strong  and  white  haulro,  or  straw  of  the  grain  crops, 
\vhich  are  raised  in  the  more  level  tracts  of  this  formation.  Some  of  these 
districts  are  accordingly  famous  for  atraw-plaiting — thus  Bedfordsliire, 
Huntingdonshire,  and  Eockinghaoishire. 

7th.  The  Wealden  formation. 

The  Wealden  district  i&,  generally  speaking,  a  level  tract.  Its  soil  is 
composed  in  many  parts  of  a  rich  marie,  and  the  hills  which  bound  it 
on  both  sides,  the  North  and  Sonth  Downs,  afford  it  abundant  supply  of 
water.  From  this  combination  of  favojurable  circumstances,  it  results  the^t 
the  district  is  well  suited  to  arable  agriculture.  A  kind  of  limestone  is 
fcnnd  in  the  district,  and  is  extensively  quarried  for  building  purposes.  A 
species  of  marble  is  also  found  in  some  places. 

8th.  The  Tertiary  formation. 

The  whole  of  the  tertiary  formation  presents  a  level  surface,  in  no  part 
brc^en  by  hills  of  any  considerable  height.  The  highest  hills  occurring 
upon  it  are  those  in  Middlesex.  The  soil  varies  considerably  in  different 
parts,  according  as  one  or  other  of  the  materials  composing  it  has  the 
predominance,  but  it  is  generally  fertile  throughout,  except  in  spots 
which  are  covered  exclusively  with  sand,  as  Bagshot-heath  and  Woking 
Common.  From  the  character  of  the  surface  and  soil,  this  district  is 
better  suited  to  agriculture  than  any  other  part  of  the  country.  Accord- 
ingly we  find  all  the  great  corn* producing  countries  upon  this  formation. 
Its  proximity  to  the  chalk  hills  is  of  advantage  to  it  in  two  ways  : — they 
furnish  it  with  a  copious  supply  of  water  and  with  chalk,  which  is  required 
lor  mixing  with  the  soil  when  it  ia  too  stiff  and  vet. 
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THE  GRAMMAR  Of  ENGLISH  GRAMMARS,  WITH  AN  INTRODUCTION,  HIS- 
TORICAL AND  CRITICAL  ;  THE  WHOLE  METHODICALLY  ARRANGED  AND 
AMPLY  ILLUSTRATED.  By  GOOLD  BROWN,  AUTHOR  OF  **  THB  INSTI- 
TUTES OF  EMGLISH  GRAMMAR,"  **  TUB  FIRST  LINE3  OF  ENGLISH  GRAM- 
MAR," &c.  Svo.^pp.  1028.     (London:  Del/ and  TrUbner,) 

Mr.  Goold  Brown  k  already  known  to  some  extent  in  this  country  a» 
the  author  of  *'  The  Institutes  of  English  Grammar,"  which  we  find 
quoted  by  several  of  onr  recent  writers  on  grammar,  It  was  published 
in  America  as  early  as  1823.  The  present  volutne  is,  as  the  author 
inarms  us  in  his  preface,  an  amplification  of  that  work.  *'  With  much 
additional  labour,''  he  says,  *^the  prmciples  contained  in  the  Institutes  of 
English  Grammar  have  here  been  not  only  rehaffipmed  and  re-written, 
but  occasionally  improved  in  expression  or  amplified  in  their  details. 
New  topics,  new  definitions,  new  rules,  have  alio  been  added ;  and  all 
parts  of  the  subject  have  been  illustrated  by  a  multiplicity  of  new  ex- 
amples and  exercises,  which  it  has  required  a  long  tiiBe  to  amass  and 
arrange.  To  the  main  doetrines,  also,  are  here  subjoined  many  new 
observations  and  criticams,  which  are  the  results  of  considerable  reading 
and  reflection."     The  main  portion  of  the  work  ia  iim  kientical  with  the 
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"Institutes/'  or  nearly  so;  there  is  therefore  no  occasion  for  any  par* 
ticular  notice  of  the  author's  system  of  grammar.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
we  consider  the  '^  Institutes,"  as  here  improved,  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete and  systematic  courses  of  grammar  that  we  haye,  and  iii  regard  to 
definitions  superior  to  all  other  English  Grammars. 

This,  however,  forms  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  volume.  By  far 
the  greater  portion  consists  of  the  examples  and  exercises,  observations 
and  criticisms  above  mentioned  by  the  author,  as  having  been  added  to  the 
Institutes."  These  are  more  particularly  described  in  the  title-page,  as 
*'  Forms  of  correcting  and  of  parsing.  Improprieties  for  Correction,  Ex- 
amples for  parsing,  Questiojis  for  Examination,  Exercises  for  writing. 
Observations  for  the  advanced  Student,  Decisions  and  Proofs  for  the  Settle- 
ment of  disputed  Points,  occasional  Strictures  and  Defences,  an  Exhibition 
of  the  several  Methods  of  Analysis."  To  these  must  be  added,  "  A  Key 
to  the  Oral  Exercises,"  which  occupies  126  pages  and,  '*  Four  Appendixes,, 
pertaining  separately  to  thi  Four  Parts  of  Grammar;"  and  prefixed  to  the 
whole  is  the  '*  Introduction,  historical  and  critical,"  which  takes  up 
129  pages. 

The  *^  Observations "  contain  much  important  matter  for  the  student 
of  philology ;  but  the  "  Grammar,"  as  a  whole,  is  nothing  but  a  collec- 
tion of  exercises  for  parsing  and  correcting.     In  regard  to  this  feature  of 
the  book,  the  author  remarks  that  readiness  in  the  application  of  the 
principles  of  grammar,  can  be  acquired  only,  "by  a  careful  attention  to 
such  exercises  as  are  fitted  to  bring  the  learner's  knowledge  into  practice^ 
The  student    will   therefore  find,"  he  says,    "that  I  have  given  him 
something  to  do^  as  well  as  something  to  learn.    But  by  the  formulas 
and  directions  in  this  work  he  is  very  carefully  shown  how  to  proceed ; 
and,  if  he  be  a  tolerable  reader,  it  will  be  his  own  fault,  if  he  does  not,, 
by  such  aid,  become  a  tolerable  grammarian.    The  chief  of  these  exercises 
are  the  parsing  of  what  is  right,  and  the  correcting  of  what  is  wrong  ; 
both,  perhaps,  equally  important ;  and  I  have  intended  to  make  them 
equally  easy."     One  would  have  thought  that  this  readiness  was  best 
obtained  by  the  actual  application  of  the  principles  of  grammar  in  original 
composition.     The  object  of  grammar  is  not,  in  the  first  place,  to  make 
men  critics,  but  to  enable  them  to  write  and  speak  their  own  language 
correctly,  as  the  grammar-books  have  it.     It  is  only  after  a  man  has  ac- 
quired this  readiness  that  he  is  fitted  to  criticise  the  diction  employed  by 
other  people,  except  in  regard  to  the  most  obvious  blunders.    This  should 
of  course  be  combined  with  parsing  exercises  to  enable  the  student  to 
understand,  rather  than  to  criticise,  what  has  been  Written  by  others  ;  but 
such  exercises  may  be  obtained  from  the  ordinary  reading-book,  and  are 
therefore  quite  unnecessary  in  a  grammar.     Besides,  they  have   much 
more  interest  for  the  learners  when  they  are  taken  in  connection  with  the 
reading  lesson,  than  they  have  when  given  them  in  detached  sentences 
under  particular  rules.    The] "  examples  for  parsing,"  however,  do  not 
occupy  anything  like  so  much  space  as  the"  improprieties  for  correction." 
These  are  the  features  of  the  book.     We  should  say  that  at  least  500 
pages  (one  half  of  the  book)  are  occupied  by  these.    It  seems  as  if  the 
author  had   read   through  the  whole  range  of   English  and  American 
literature,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  hunting  out  the  inaccuracies  of  language 
which  they  contain.     Poets  and  prose  writers,  mathematicians  and  theo- 
logians, historians  and  scientific  writers,  all  have  been  hauled  over  for 
their  sins  against  the  Queen's  English, 
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We  suppose  there  never  was  a  blunder  committed  by  any  En^fish 
jor  American  author  worth  noticing,  that  has  not  been  raked  up  and 
committed  to  this  grammatical  crucible.  We  regret  to  say,  that  the 
author  has  not  spared  our  most  cherished  poets,  nor  the  Holy  Scriptures 
themselves.  These  exercises  are  gi%'en  in  their  improved (ormB  in  the  Key, 
where  the  eye  is  met  by  such  subscriptions  as  *'  Pope  corrected^^^  "  Cowper 
-corrected"  "  Milton  corrected^"  **  Shakspeare  corrected'^  I  The  unfor- 
tunate authors  of  English  grammars,  however,  are  hauled  in  much  more 
frequently  than  the  rest  of  the  culprits.  This  is  the  only  sense  in  which 
the  work  can  with  propriety  be  called, ''  The  Grammar  of  English  Gram- 
onars.''  We  should  think  it  impossible  that  there  can  be  a  sentence  in 
Xindley  Murray,  that  does  not  stand  among  the  '<  Improprieties  for  Cor- 
rection," in  this  book.  We  are  sorry  that  we  cannot  say  that  the 
specimens  of  his  own  criticism,  which  the  author  has  given  us,  are  free 
from  an  appearance  of  ill-will,  to  use  the  mildest  word,  against  the 
grammarians  who  have  preceded  him ;  even  Home  Tooke,  Blair, 
Harris,  and  such  writers,  come  in  for  a  large  share  of  criticism ;  but  upon 
Lindley  Murray  and  his  followers  Mr.  Goold  Brown  seems  to  exhaust  all 
the  fury  of  his  indignation.  Two  whole  chapters  in  the  Introduction  are 
•devoted  to  an  attack  upon  grammarians,  part  of  it  being  the  renewal  of 
a  personal  quarrel  between  the  author  and  a  Mr.  Kirkham,  who,  it 
appears,  made  a  good  deal  of  money  by  editing  Lindley  Murray's  Gram- 
mar; but  who  has  been  deceased  these  last  ten  years.  This  would  show 
plainly  enough  the  design  of  the  book,  and  the  import  of  the  title,  even 
if  we  had  not  the  following  explicit  declaration  of  the  author.  He  says, 
in  the  chapters  in  the  Introduction,  treating  of  gramatical  definitions. 
'*  He  (the  reader)  will  understand  that  my  design  is  here,  as  well  as  in 
the  body  of  this  work,  to  teach  grammar  practically,  by  rectifying^  so  far 
as  I  may,  all  sorts  of  mistakes  either  in  it  or  respecting  it ;  to  compose  a 
book  which,  by  a  condensed  exposition  of  such  errors  as  are  commonly 
found  in  other  grammars,  will  at  once  show  the  need  we  have  of  a  better, 
and  be  itself  a  fit  substitute  for  the  treatises  which  it  censures.''  He  tells 
us  that  it  is  with  reluctance  that  he  proves  the  fauUiness  of  the  common 
manuals.  If  so,  all  that  we  can  say  is,  that  his  reluctance  has  been  finely 
stretched.  The  rage  for  correction  carries  him  so  far  that  he  cannot  help 
pointing  out  the  errors  of  the  passages  which  he  quotes  merely  for  the 
«ake  of  the  opinions  or  facts  which  they  contain,  particularly  if  he  quotes 
to  condemn.  Thus  in  the  chapter  of  the  Introduction  referring  to 
*^  Grammatical  Authorship,"  he  quotes  from  Webster's  Philosophical 
Grammar  in  the  following  way : — ''  This  popular  tendency  is  not  to  be 
contemned  and  disregarded,  as  some  of  the  learned  affect  to  do  [this 
verb  "  do"  is  wrong,  because  "  to  he  contemned**  is  passive]  ;  for  it  is 
governed  by  the  natural  primary  principles  of  all  languages,'*  &c.  So 
again,  he  quotes  Lord  Bacon,  in  a  foot-note  to  a  passage  in  the  same 
chapter  as  follows : — *'  The  opinion  of  plenty  is  amongst  the  causes  of 
want ;  and  the  great  quantity  of  books  maketh  a  show  rather  of  super- 
fluity than  lack ;  which  surcharge,  nevertheless,  is  not  to  be  removed  by 
making  no  more  books,  but  by  making  more  good  books,  which,  as  the 
serpent  of  Moses,  might  devour  the  serpents  of  the  enchanters. — Bacon, 
In  point  of  style  his  lordship  is  here  deficient ;  and^  he  has  also  mixed 
and  marred  the  figure  which  he  uses.  But  the  idea  is  ^  good  one."  He 
cannot  even  quote  the  title  of  Edmund  Burke's  celebrated  work,  without 
correcting  it,  thus  : — **  On  the  Sublime  and  [the]  Beautiful/' 
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The  Introdttttion  is,  if  possible,  inferior  to  the  body  of  the  work. 
The  general  scope  of  it  seems  to  be  describe  and  recommend  the  Gram- 
mar. Where  the  author  is  not  writing  with  this  view,  his  langaage  con<- 
sists  of  a  mere  stringing  together  of  passages  from  other  writers,  and  Uiis 
he  ever  defends.  "**  Here,"  he  says  in  the  chapter  "  On  the  Grammatical 
Stndy  of  the  English  language,"  "  as  in  many  other  parts  of  my  work,  I 
have  chosen  to  be  liberal  of  quotations ;  not  to  show  my  reading,  or  to 
save  the  labour  of  composition,  but  to  give  the  reader  the  satisfacttOB  of 
some  other  authority  than  my  own."  This  is  not  the  way  to  write  a 
book  to  be  of  much  profit  to  students. 

We  will  only  further  remark,  that  the  author  appears  to  us  to  have 
made  a  serious  oversight,  in  regard  to  the  class  for  whom  he  designs  his 
book.  He  intends  it  to  be  used  as  a  class-book,  and  gives  directions  for 
its  use  as  such,  in  the  chapter  on  the  '^  Best  Methods  of  Teaching  Gram- 
mar." We  do  not  know  what  is  the  price  of  the  volume  in  the  United 
States ;  but  the  idea  of  using  a  book  of  this  size  fbr  a  class-book  is  qQite 
out  of  the  question  in  this  country ;  leaving  out  of  consideration  that  the 
multiplicity  and  sameness  of  the  exercises  are  enough  to  deter  the  most 
persevering,  and  dishearten  the  most  courageous.  We  cannot  wonder  at 
the  author  when  he  tells  us  that  his  book  will  do  away  almost  entirely 
with  the  necessity  of  oral  instruction.  **  If  the  class  be  tolerable  readers," 
he  says,  in  tlie  chapter  just  referred  to,  "and  have  learned  the  art  of 
attention,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  teadier  to  say  much ;  and  in 
general  he  ought  not  to  take  up  the  time  by  so  doing."  All  that  he  is 
requested  to  do  is  to  superintend  the  working  of  the  exercises ! 

in  fact,  Mr.  Brown  has,  in  our  opinion,  misconceived  his  object  alto- 
gether. We  expected  to  find,  from  the  imposing  title  and  the  still  more 
imposing  bulk  of  the  book,  a  philosophical  grammar  of  the  English 
language ;  but  we  have  only  found  a  vast  assemblage  of  grammatical 
exercises,  with  a  key. 


1.    THE   LITTLE   BOYS'    FRKNCU   BOOK*      BY  M.  ETIENKE.       12mO.,    pp.  97. 

(London  :  C,  H.  Law.) 

2*  A  DICTIONARY  OF  DlvnCULTIES.  BY  P.  F.  MERLET,  PJEIOFSSSOR  OF  THE 
FRENCH  LAVGUAOE  AND  LITERAT0RE  IN  UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE,  LONIX>V. 

THIRD  EDSTiov.     12iiDo*,  pp.  515.     (Londou :  Tayior^  Walton^  and 
Mabertff,) 

3.  A  DICTXONART  OF  THE  FRENCH  AND  BNGLISH  LANOVAGES.  WITR 
TOCABOXART  of  PROPER  HAMBS.  FOR  THE  USE  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  FOR 
GENERAL    RXFEftllNCS*      HT  GABRIEL    SUttESiNS,  F.A.S.E.       IfittlO.,   pp. 

556.    (Ediobuigh  :  OUver  md  Boyd.) 

We  have  a  host  of  books  for  teaching  French,  but  very  few  thftt  are 
suitable  for  young  beginners.  They  are  either  grammars  with  eiKircites, 
and  therefore  too  difficult;  or  else  they  contain  mere  dialogues  to  be 
learnt  by  heart,  without  requiring  any  exercise  of  what  may  be  eaHed 
constructive  skill  on  the  part  of  the  learner.  Tht  first  of  thfi  above 
mentioned  volumes  is  as  good  a  book  for  ^e  purpose  as  we  have  seen. 
Tt  must  be  observed  at  Ae  same  lime,  that  the  method  which  M.  Etteone 
lias  adopted  is  the  some  as  that  of  Dr.  Ahn^of  Aix-la-Cbapelle,  of  wlioie 
••  Practical  Introduction  to  Ae  French  Language/'  we  Ifave  aheady  two 
English  adaptations. 
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We  are  gl«d  ^  see  that  Professor  Mertet's  "  Dictionary  of  difficulties,*^ 
iias  reachod  a  third  edition,  h  is  a  very  useful  book  for  students  who 
have  made  some  progress  m  French,  especially  for  tliose  who  have  been 
through  the  author's  French  Orammar,  to  which  rt  ibrms  a  sort  of  sequel. 
Some  considerable  addrtiot>s  have  been  made  to  the  book  in  the  present 
edition,  the  prinetpal  of  which  isihat  of  an  'Etymological  Vocabulary. 

Mr.  Snrenne's  dictionary  rs  an  abridgment  of  his  *'  Standard  Pro- 
nouncing Dictionary  of  the  French  and  English  Languages,"  which  is 
extensively  known  in  this  country,  baving  already  passed  through  eight 
editions.  The  present  Tolufne  is  the  best  and  cheapest  French  and 
English  pocket  dictionary  that  we  bare  seen.  One  of  its  principal  merits 
is,  that  it  does  not  commit  the  absurdity  of  attempting  to  represent  the 
prcmuttcia^on  of  the  French  words,  and  so  contains  more  than  many 
•dictionaries  of  larger'  size. 


&Te»T-DAy^   ASgrRONaMY;     OA,     PBACTICAL    IJISSOBB    on   the   C£L.X6nAX; 

SPHERE.     BT   BERENICE   OAZEWELL.     Small   8ro.,  pp.   174.     (Bath  r 
Binns  amd  Goodwin^) 

This  is  an  elegant  volume,  intended  for  a  superior  class  of  pui  chasers; 
but  Ifae  oontents  are  quite  worthy  of  the  pains  bestowed  upon  the  exterior. 
The  lessons  are  written  in  a  simple  and  interesting  style.  They  are  sup« 
-posed  to  be  given  to  *'  a  lively  and  clever  little  girl  ;*'  and,  from  this  cir- 
cumstance, possess  a  sort  of  personal  reality  which  has  great  charms  for  the 
young.  In  the  absence  of  the  vivd  voce  teaching  of  the  familiar  instructor^ 
a  bo(^  written  in  this  style  is  obviously  the  best  substitute,  as  approach- 
ing most  nearly  to  it.  This  is  probably  what  has  led  to  the  employment  of 
the  dialogue  form  in  so  many  of  our  books  of  instruction.  But  then  the 
idea,  has  been  carried  to  an  extreme  in  most  of  these.  Children  have  been 
made  to  talk  pyioaophy,  and  as  much  space  has  been  allotted  to  them  as> 
to  1^  tutor  ;  in  fac?t»  such  dialogues  have  mostly  dwindled  down  to  mere 
strings  of  questions  afid  answers.  In  the  present  volume  the  instruction  is 
made  to  assume  as  nearly  as  possible  the  form  that  it  wonld  have,  if  actually 
imparted  under  the  chrcumstances  supposed,  the  teacher  and  pupil  ob- 
serving their  proper  relation «  The  lessons  ^e  assumed  to  be  given  in  a- 
4teric8  of  evenings  and  mornings  extending  through  a  year,  under  the 
bnght 'Caaop J  ofbeaven  itself,  not  before  a  paper  globe ;  and  the  various 
•chaBges  in  the  pesitioD  of  the  heavenly  bodies  are  pointed  out  and  ex- 
plained as  Aey  successively  take  place.  This  imparts  a  still  further 
ikiteresf  lothe  lessons,  and  at  the  same  time  renders  them  mone  practically 
valuable,  as  they  will  enable  the  readers  to  make  prac^cal  observations 
tbems^fls.  The  remarks  are  illustrated,  too,  by  nine  beautiful  plates 
tepmsentiagthe  constellations  Itbat  are  visible  in  this  hemisphere.  Above 
all,  we  are  glad  to  find  that  the  subject  is  constantly  regarded  by  the 
amiable  and  talented  authoress,  in  a  reverential  and  devotional  spirit. 


*1.    ASTRONOMY    AND   TH£  USE    OP    THE   G€<QBES»      POR  THE  INSTRUCTION^ 
OF   BEGINNERS.      BY   THOMAS  TATE,   P.R.^.S. 

2.  A  mSTOllY  OP  tJREECE.      BY   R.   W.    BROWNE,   M.A. 

3.  HISTORICAL  QUESTIONS.      PARTI.       ENGLAND;    THE  COLONIES;    INDIA;, 

SACRED  HISTORY,     gleig's  SCHOOL  SERIES.     (Lottdon :  Longmans,) 
Ma.  Tate  is  well  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  of  learners  in  the  subjects 
on  wliich  he  writes ;  and  he  succeeds  admirably  in  overcoming  these  diffi- 
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culties  by  adopting  great  simplicity  of  style  and  explanation,  and  by  em- 
ploying good  illustrative  woodcuts.  In  the  present  instance  he  has  been 
very  successful  in  simplifying  the  elements  of  astronomy ;  and  we  are  sure 
his  book  will  become  a  favourite  in  the  upper  classes  of  our  elementary 
schools.  The  subject  is  one  naturally  interesting  to  children.  "  There 
are  few  subjects,"  says  Professor  Mosejey,  in  his  Report  on  St.  Mark's 
College  for  1845^  '<  calculated  to  excite  the  interest  of  a  child,  and  to  fix 
its  attention  more  entirely,  than  the  science  of  astronomy  in  its  first  few 
and  simple  elements.  It  is  a  great  achievement — and  it  is  not  a  difficult 
one — to  present  vividly  to  its  mind  the  isolation  of  the  earth  in  space,  to 
disabuse  it  of  the  impression  that  its  surface  is  an  infinitely  extended  plain, 
or  an  island  floating  in  the  abysses  of  space,  or  the  summit  of  a  mouutaia 
whose  base  reposes  in  some  fathomless  region  unkown  to  us — ^to  convmce 
the  child  that  the  world  rests  upon  no  pedestal,  hangs  upon  nothing, 
floats  in  space,  not  being'buoyed  up,  and,  not  being^  supported,  does  not 
fall.  From  the  time  when  it  nas,  however,  embraced  with  its  understand- 
ing this  one  idea  in  its  totality,  may  be  dated,  perhaps,  a  new  era  in  the 
history  of  its  mind.'* 

The  History  of  Greece,  by  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Browne,  is  an  admirably 
written  compendium,  worthy  of  the  position  which  the  author  holds  as 
Professor  of  Classical  Literature  in  King's  College.     But  we  fear  that  our 
elementary  schools,  for  which,  we  presume,  the  school  series  is  designed, 
are  not  yet  sufficiently  advanced  to  require  a  History  of  Greece  as  a  class- 
book.    There  are  few  schools  in  which  time  can  be  found  for  teach- 
ing the  children  the  history  of  their  own  country  as  it  ought  to  be  taught ; 
and,  besides  this,  there  are  several  other  things  of  practical  importance 
which  must  come  before  the  history  of  any  foreign  country,  but  to  which 
at  present  elementary  teachers  are  able  to  devote  but  little  attention.     To 
more  advanced  schools,  however,  we  strongly  recommeiid  the  book.    It 
will  be  found  particularly  suitable  for  the  first  class  in  grammar-schools. 
.    The  ''  Historical  Questions  **  are  intended,  as  the  preface  informs  us,  to 
assist  teachers  in  the  examination  of  their  scholars  upon  the  portions  of 
history  to  which  the  series  refers.     *'  It  is  not,  indeed,  desired,''  we  are 
told,  *'  that  teachers  should  restrict  themselves  to  the  formulsBhere  ofiered; 
but  many  persons,  otherwise  well  instructed,  are  at  a  loss  how  to  frame 
jBuch  oral  questions  as  may  come  down  to  the  learner's  comprehension, 
and  for  their  use  the  compilation  has  been  made."    If  there  are  any  such 
persons,  they  will  no  doubt  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the  assistance* 
We  think,  however,  that  if  they  are  unable  to  frame  the  questions,  they 
are  not  very  likely  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  answers ;  and,  in  that  case, 
they  are  not  a  very  important  class  to  provide  for.    The  editor  seems  to 
have  anticipated  that  the  object  of  the  book  would  not  be  recognised  ;  it 
is  the  only  one  of  the  series  for  which  a  preface  has  been  thought  neces- 
sary. 

A   GRAMMAR  OF   MUSICAL   HARMONY.      BY.JOHN   BULLAH,   PROFESSOR  OF 
^  VOCAL  MUSIC   IN   KINO's  COLLCOE,   AND   IN  QUEBN's  COLLEGE,  LONDON* 

8vo.,  pp.  84.     (London:  John  W.  Parker  §•  Son,) 

The  schoolmasters  examined  for  certificates  of  merit  by  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  have,  we  believe,  often  expressed  their  regret  at  not 
having  been  able  to  answer  the  paper  on  vocal  music  at  such  examina- 
tions ;  as  it  generally  consists,  for  the  most  part,  of  questions  on  thorough 
bass ;  and  many  of  them  have  no  Q\>ubt  sought  in  vain  for  a  compen« 
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dious  work  on  the  tttbleot,  from  wbicb  to  prepare  theniBelvet  againtl  a 
future  occasion*  They  will  now  have  precisely  what  they  want,  in  the 
above  volume.  It  contains  the  substanoe  of  lectures  delivered  by  Professor 
HuUahy  in  the  training  institutions  of  the  National  Society  and  in  St. 
Martin's  Hall.  The  treatment  of  the  subject  is  excellent  for  an  elementary 
Work.  We  may  itiention  especially  that  Mr.  Hullah  derives  all  harmonies, 
and  the  principles  whicb  regulate  them,  fross  the  harmonic  chord.  We  do 
not  remember  to  have  seen  this  done  in  any  previous  work.  It  is  ob- 
viously the  proper  plan»  although  it  has  hitherto  been  neglected,  from  an 
ignorance  probably  of  the  full  extent  of  the  harmonic  chord.  Few  musi- 
cians, even  with  the  finest  ears,  can  recognise  all  the  sounds  produced 
from  any  given  prime,  nor  do  we  find  more  than  two  or  three  of  them  speci- 
fied in  the  ordinary  books  on  harmony.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  this 
Grammar  will  be  followed  by  a  series  of  exercises. 


eERVlAir    WORD-BOOK.      BT   ADDLPHtTB   BXaNAYS,    PHIL.    DOC,    PROFBSBOR 
OF  THB    OERnAV    LANOUA6B  AND    LITBRATURE    IN     KINO's    COLLEGE, 

LONDON.     (London  :  John  W,  Parker  ^  Son  J) 

''Word-book''  may  mean  anything,  or  rather,  it  means  nothing,  in 
English  ;  but  the  title-page  further  defines  this  volume  as  ''A  Compara- 
tive Vocabulary,  displaying  the  Close  Affinity  between  the  German  and 
English  Languages ;  with|the  Alphabet,  RuleSj  tind  Examples  for  a  Correct 
Pronunciation/*  We  think  that  a  book  of  this  kind  can  only  be  of  service 
to  those  who  have  made  considerable  progress  in  tbe  study  of  the  lan- 
guage. If  the  words  which  are  similar  in  the  two  languages,  be  brought 
together  in  a  heap  and  placed  under  the  observation  of  the  beginner,  he 
will  take  little  or  no  interest  in  them ;  but,  if  he  meet  with  them  promis- 
cuously with  other  words,  he  will  take  pleasure  in  irecognising  their  resem- 
blance, and  they  will  thus  be  more  strongly  fixed  in  his  memory.  Another 
disadvantage,  too,  is,  that  the  German  words  which  resemble  ours,  are  not 
Unfrequently  such  as  the  beginner  has  no  need  to  learn.  In  fact,  a  voca- 
bulary of  the  present  kind  cannot  well  be  compiled,  without  including  many 
words  in  both  languages  which  are  either  obsolete  or  technical.  In  its 
present  shape,  therefore,  we  cannot  recommend  this  volume. 


MrfM*kB>A«*«MrfMMk 


A    NEW   LATIN    DELECTUS,    ADAPTED   TO    THE  ETON   LATIN   GBAMMAIU 

BT  RBTk  H.  c*  ADAMS^  jf.A.     (Lottdoni :  Dcvid  NuU,) 

The  defect  of  the  elementary  reading-books  in  Latin  usually  employed  is, 
that  they  are  not  so  useful  as  they  might  be,  m  impressing  a  knowledge 
of  grammar.  Tlia  boy  learns  a  heap  orrules  and  declensions  progressively, 
and  then  is  advanced  into  a  DeVectus ;  die  prectse  rule  required  in  a  given 
sentence  is  not  suggested  Tividly  enough  to  his  mind,  because  it  has  not 
been  previously  forcibly  impressed  on  it  wlien  the  rule  Was  fifst  learned. 
And  so  he  staggers  on,  and  it  will  be  long  before  he  comprehends  intelli- 
gently the  simplest  principles  of  grammar,  or  is  able  with  tolerable  ease  to 
construe  moderately  easy  Latin.  What  is  required,  therefbre,  is  a  book  to 
furnish  graduallyinstancesoftlie  rules,  as  he  learns  ^em  \  and  by  constant 
repetition  of  examples,  to  fix  them  In  his  mind;  Tlie  compiler  of  the 
Delectus  before  ns  endeavours,  and  we  think  sticcessftilly,  to  remedy  this 
difficulty.    He  has  appended  to  the  deeiensiom,  fbr  instance,  two  or 
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three  pages  of  examples,  exemplifying  various  combinations  of  cases.  We 
doubt,  however,  the  advisability  of  introducing  verbs  so  early  :  true,  they 
are,  as  the  author  observes,  always  in  the  form  readily  discoverable  in  the 
Lexicon ;  but  the  young  learner  may  easily  mistake  a  verb  for  an  ablative 
in  ''  o,"  and  feel  perplexed  at  finding  nothing  in  his  dictionary  in  ^*  Us  "  or 
«<  um  "  to  derive  it  from.  However  this  may  be,  the  pnnciple  of  the 
book  is  unquestionably  sound,  impressing  the  rule,  when  learned,  by  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  examples.  In  this  way  the  learner  is  gradually  led  through  the 
rules  of  parsing  and  syntax,  every  rule  being  illustrated  by  a  page  of  sen- 
tences, and  so  at  the  end  will  probably  be  found — as  otherwise  he  probably 
will  not — to  really  understand  what  he  has  learnt. 


A   DICTIONARY   OF   GREEK   AND    ROMAN    GEOGRAPHY.      EDITED   BY     WIL- 
LIAM SMITH,  LL.D.     (London  :  Taylor^  Waltony  and  Maherly.) 

To  describe  elaborately  how  this  work  is  superior  to  others  of  the  same 
character,  were  superfluous ;  to  enumerate  its  merits  above  theirs,  or  dis- 
<:uss  its  relative  deficiencies,  were  a  method  of  criticismj  in  the  present 
instance  impracticable,  for  in  truth  there  is  nothing  to  compare  it  with. 
Even  those  of  us  whose  school  days  lie  barely  a  dozen  years  behind,  can 
remember  the  great  want  experienced  by  all  students,  of  some  book  of 
reference  on  the  subjects  of  archaeology,  mythology,  and  geography. 
Without  disparagement  to  the  labours  of  Adams,  Robinson,  and  others 
in  the  first  of  these,  we  may  observe,  that  their  volumes  were  defective 
for  the  purpose  intended — the  subject  was  too  extensive  for  the  efforts  of 
one  mind — and  the  pages  of  Lempriere,  in  the  last  two  departments,  were 
anything  but  satisfactory.  They  were  often  incorrect  and  almost  neces- 
sarily meagre  in  information  of  real  interest,  and  latterly  may  be  said  to 
have  become  obsolete.  The  edition,  therefore,  of  the  Antiquities  was  hailed 
as  a  real  boon  to  the  students  of  classical  literature ;  and  the  larger  work 
on  mythology  was  still  more  welcome,  as  the  field  was  even  less  occupied 
by  other  writers.  There  still  remained  a  desideratum ;  a  really  accurate 
geographical  dictionary;  a  work,  if  judiciously  compiled,  replete  with 
interest.  For  geography  should  not  be  made  a  dry  catalogue  of  towns 
and  boundaries,  hills  and  streams ;  it  should  lay  before  us  the  physical 
contour  of  a  region,  as  influencing  in  no  small  degree  its  national  cha- 
racter and  history ;  it  should  lead  us  to  observe  how  the  waste  sands  of 
Arabia  have  insured  a  continuity  of  possession  by  the  same  races,  while 
the  fertile  plains  of  the  Lesser  Asia  experienced  a  rapid  change  of  mas- 
ters. Geography  is  not  exhansted,  when  we  have  learned  that  Athens 
Jay  between  two  brooks,  and  Rome  on  seven  hills.  She  suggests  for  our 
consideration  the  inquiry,  how  far  the  brilliant  climate  and  ''  resplendent 
air  "  of  the  former  were  connected  with  the  vivid  fancy  and  subde  intel- 
lects of  the  poets  and  dialecticians  of  the  *'  violet-wreathed"  city ;  or  to 
what  extent  the  gloomier  and  wilder  site  of  the  latter)  was  productive  of 
Xhat  sterner  type  of  character  and  inflexibility  of  will,  fitted  for  those 
who  one  day  should  become  the  iron  rulers  of  the  world*  This  fact  has 
not  been  lost  sight  of  by  the  contributors  to  the  work  before  us,  they  have 
-also  included  in  their  various  articles  accounts  of  the  political  history,  both 
of  countries  and  of  cities.  To  give  our  readers  some  idea  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  work  is  conducted,  we  will  adduce  the  remarks  found  under 
the  title,  ^*  JEgyptus."  The  writer  commences  with  a  general  description 
•of  the  country  in  regard  to  its  physical  configuration!  its  soil,  its  extend 
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and  its  foir  great  boundaries  and  frontiers.  He  then  proceeds  to  the 
inhabitants,  alluding  to  the  theories  of  Diodorus  and  Heeren ;  and  after 
mentidning  the  peculiarities  of  the  Egyptian  form,  complexion,  and  phy- 
siognomy, as  handed  down  to  us  in  their  sepulchral  pictures,  concludes  that 
the  Egyptians  were  intimately  connected  with  the  great  Syro-Arabian  race. 
After  a  discussion  of  the  probable  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  and  a  list 
of  the  subdivisions  of  the  country,  and  remarks  on  the  animal  worship — 
so  strange  a  characteristic  of  the  race  and  caste?,  the  writer  gives  an  ex- 
tremely interesting  outline  of  the  history  of  the  land,  under  its  four  great 
«ras ;  the  first  being  that  of  the  Pharaohs.  And  with  reference  to  this, 
we  find  given  briefly  and  clearly  the  exact  state  of  the  great  Egyptian 
riddle.  Manetho's  list  of  dynasties  and  monarchs  would  assign  to  the 
kingdom  an  antiquity  of  some  four  thousand  years  before  Christ ;  and 
the  whole  account,  therefore,  was  long  considered  fabulous.  It  is  shown, 
however,  how  modern  discoveries,  and  the  gradual  deciphering  of  the 
hireoglyphical  characters,  are  daily  bearing  testimony  to  the  correctness 
of  the  native  historian's  narrative,  and  giving  us  cause  for  believing  that 
what  long  was  thought  fabulous,  really  bears  the  stamp  of  truth.  The 
account  is  thus  brought  down  to  the  most  recent  date — a  most  valuable 
property  in  such  a  work ;  and  the  student  is  throughout  referred  for  ad- 
ditional information  to  the  newest  and  standard  works.  Then  follows 
a  brief  summary  of  the  events  of  the  Persian  and  Hellenic  and 
Roman  eras.  This  analysis  will  give  some  idea  of  the  care  and  la- 
bour bestowed  upon  the  articles.  In  the  accounts  of  towns  we 
find  also  a  description  of  the  chief  buildingsi,  and  the  ruins  at  present 
•existing ;  accompanied  with  plans  of  the  various  cities.  These  last  are 
most  valuable  adjuncts ;  they  elucidate  better  than  pages  of  notes  or 
descriptions  those  passages  in  the  classical  authors,  wiiere  localities  are 
described  or  alluded  to — passages  we  know  by  experience  to  be  extremely 
perplexing  to  younger  students.  Representations  of  coins,  too,  are  fre- 
quent and  interesting.  We  lamented  at  first  the  absence  of  maps;  but 
find  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  editor  and  his  associates,  to  publish  an 
historical  atlas  to  accompany  the  present  volume.  The  two  combined  will, 
judging  from  the  first  two  numbers,  form  a  treatise  on  classical  geography, 
unrivalled  for  excellency  in  the  literature  of  any  existing  country.  Our 
only  fear  is  that  the  writers  may  not  have  accurately  estimated  the  space 
to  be  allowed  to  each  subject ;  if  this  be  the  case,  one  of  two  drawbacks 
must  follow  ;  either  that  the  work  will  be  extended  so  as  to  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  ordinary  students  ;  or  else  the  work  will  be  brought  to  a  close  too 
rapidly,  and  the  articles  be  rendered  thereby  unequal.  We  trust  the 
editor  has  laid  out  his  work  well  in  this  respect. 


CotreiEtpontrence, 


A  NEW  MODE  OF  CONSTRUCTING  QUESTIONS  IN  ARITH- 
METIC,  IN  WHICH  THE  ACCURACY  OF  THE  ANSWERS 
MAY  BE  EASILY  TESTED. 

Sir, — There  have  been  several  elegant  and  useful  methods  proposed  of 
constructing  questions  in  the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic,  so  that  the  accu- 
racy of  the  answers  may  be  easily  tested  without  going  through  the  whole 
process;  but  as  far  as  I  know  there  has  been  none  generally  applicable 
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to  the  compound  nil^,  wkich  boiog  more  complex  and  tedioiUi^  smOi  to 
render  such  assiatanoes  the  more  desirable.  X  shall  be:  glad,  therefore, 
with  your  permisaioBy  to  caU  the  atlentiou  of  your  readera^to  the  following 
method  of  constr«icliag  questions,  in  each  of  which  tha  pupil  may  be 
exercised,  in  all  the  fundamental  rules  of  arithmetic  (simple  or  com' 
pound),  and  also  in  those  of  reduction,  and  the  accuracy  of  the  work  be 
tested  by  tfaar  master  by  a  very  simple  operation— -in  fact,  aliaost  at  a 
glance. 

It  is  founded  onan  old  and  pretty  well-known  ^*  Arithmetical  Recresr 
tios/'  in  which  you  desire  a  person  to  think  of  a  number  {x)  to  double 
il(2ir),  to  add  some  number  (a)^  which,  you  name  (2x  +  a).    To  take 

half  of  this, /x  +  -^V^and  to  subtract  the  nnmber  first  thought  of,  when 

yoa  astonish  the  uninitiated  by  telling  him  the  nsmainder  (  o")* 

Nowy  it  is  evident,  that  in  this  process,  x  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  final  result^  and  may  therefore  be  any  number  or  quantity  what- 
ever, simple  or  compound.  Also,  that»  if  instead  of  2^  we  multiply  and 
divide  by  any  number  (n),  (large  or  small),  the  final  re&ult  will  always 
be  the  n"*  part  ofo,  or  the  number  added.  If,  therefore,  in  the  folio wtog. 
formula  we  make  a  a  number  or  quantity,  easily  divisible  by  n,  we  have 
a  ready  method  of  testing  the  accuracy  of  the  result  arrived  at  by  the 
more  laborious  process  (useful  to  the  learner,  but  a  waste  of  time  to  the 
master)  of  going  through  the  whole  work. 

The  formula  will  be^  multiply  x  by  n,  add  ck,  divide  by  n^  and  subtract 

X,  and  the  result  is  — . 

n 

Examples. 

(1.)  Multiply  749375  by  7 ;  add  1421 ;  divide  by  7,  and  aubtiaet 
749375.     Result  =  203. 

(2.)  Multiply  57798  by  32;  add  64  thousands^  32  hundreds,  96  tens, 
aaid  64  units;  divide  by  32,  and  subtract  57798.     Result  =2132. 

(3.)  Multiply  71.  I9s.  lOid.  by  127 ;  add  127000  farthings :  divide  by 
127 ;  subtract  the  first  sum  and  reduce  the  remainder  to  farthings. 

ResuU  =:  1000  farthings. 

(4.)  Multiply  15  yards  2  feet  9  inches  by  39  ;  add  397839  ;  divide  by 
39 ;  subtract  the  first  quantity,  and  reduce  the  remainder  to  inches. 

Results  10201. 

These  examples  may  be  sufficient  to  explain  the  method  and  to  show 
its  applicability  to  all  the  compound  rules,  and  to  all  the  cases  of  multi- 
plication and  division.  Indeed,  it  is  for  these  rules  that  it  is  most  useful, 
and  it  is  not  open  to  the  objection  which  lies  against  directly  proving  one 
of  them  by  the  other;  viz.  that  boys  knowing  what  the  result  ought  to 
be«  are  apt  to  make  it  appear  right  when  it  is  not,  and  the  master  must 
then  go  through  the  whole  work  to  detect:  the 'fraud. 

Qiliinffkam,  I  am,  &o. 

MoM^lSih,  1832.  J^  SHEPPARD. 
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ANSWERS  TO  THE  MATHEMATICAL  QUESTIONS. 

QuEs.  132, -^-"Proposed  by  Mr,  Horsman^  Chelsea. 

Find  a  sum  consisting  of  S  pounds  and  P  shillings,  the  double  of  whicii 
is  P  pounds  and  S  shillings. 

Answered  by  H.  P.,  Mr,  Salter,  A,  M,,  Prisinoid,  Mr.  Thomas  Sothern^ 

Sam  Dyer,  and  Mr,  Collins". 

Here  we  have  from  the  qaestioD, 


0  l)-(-0 

.-.  40  S  +  2  P  «  20  P  +  S, 


heace  if  we  take  S  «  6,  P  will  be  13, 

.'.  61, 13«.  is  the  required  snm. 

QuEs.  1 33, — Proposed  by  A.M. 

A  wedge  of  gold  weighs  15  lbs.,  and  a  wedge  of  the  same  size  contain- 
ing gold  and  silver  weighs  10  lbs.  Required  the  proportion  of  gold  and 
silver  in  the  mixture. 

Answered  by  Prismoid,  and  similarly  by  Mr,  Sothern,  and  Mr.  Collins. 

Let  X  «  No.  lbs.  of  silver ; 
Then  10  —  d?  «  No.  lbs.  of  gold ; 

12  X  ^ 

Volame  of  x  lbs.  of  silver,  « 


Volume  of  10  —  or  lbs.  of  gold  = 


10470 

qo  —  g)  X  12 
19250 


Volame  of  wedge  mh,  —-— rr 
^  19250 

Bat  by  the  qaestion,  the  Tolume  of  the  first  two  »  the  last; 

12  X  jp      (10— g)12       15x12 
•'•  10470   '^       19250        ^   19250 

19250  ^  +  (10  ->  x)  10470  »  15  x  10470 
878  X  »  5235 
.-.  X  =  5ff| 
No.  lbs.  of  gold  «  10  —  5fff  =  4^. 

QuEs.  134. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Portsmouth. 

In  ^  +  ~s  1  the  equation  to  an  ellipse, 

if  one  of  the  axes  be  variable  and  the  other  constant,  it  is  required  to  find 
the  locus  of  the  intersection  of  all  normals  to  the  curve  from  a  given  point 
on  the  variable  axis. 
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Answered  by  Mr.O,  Clazey,  and  the  Proposer, 

Let  x^  y^  be  the  co^ordlAateft  of  a  point  on  tho  curve  througkwhicU.  the  Rornftl  passes » 
then  we  have  for  the  equation  of  the  normal, 

Suppose  the  minor  axis  to  be  variable,  and  let  m  be  put  for  the  distance  of  the  given 
point  from  the  centre  of  the  ellipse ;  then  wheu  y  =  m,  a?  «  o  ;  under  these  conditions 
eq.  (1)  becomes 

^  f  u  1 

but  from  the  equation  of  the  ellipse, 
^»       y^        1 

eliminating  the  variable  axis,  d,  between  thete  two  equations,  we  get 

a 
j«is  4-  yi  —my^  —  a*  =  0, 

which  is  the  equation  to  a  circle,. 

Mr.  Colling  gave  a  neat  geometrical  solution  to  this  question. 

UST  OF   MATHEMATiCAJ^   A){SW&E$^ 

H.  P.,  Newcastle,  an&  lr38i  M3  ;  T.  Sothern,  Burtonwood,  ans.  132,  133 ;  J.  Robin- 
son, ans.  134;  M.  Collins,  Liverpool,  ans.  132, 133,  134  |  J.  O.  Clasftyt  Sbincliffe,  Btt9. 
134 ;  Prismoid,  Tewkesbury,  ans.  132,  133 ;  Paul,  ans.  132,  133  ;  J.  Salter,  Durham, 
ans.  132,  133;.  W.  Miller,  ans.  132,  133  ;  Sam  Dyer,  Wanst^d,  ans.  132,  133  ;  A.M., 
Cambridge,  ans.  132,  133;  T.  Horsman,  Chelsea,  ans.  132,  133 ;  Lawson  Cowley^ 
Painshaw,  ans.  132. 

NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   B£   ANSWERED   IN   OUR    NuMBER   FOR   JuLT,    1852. 

QuEs.  V6f^,^r^Proposed  by  Prismoid,  Tewkesbury, 

I  retired  to  rest  one  evening  at  m  minutes  to  h  o'clock,  and  on  rising 
6  hours  and  55  minutes  after,  it^  wanted'  h  noinutes  to  m  o'clock.  Required 
the  time  of  rising. 

QuES.  \36.^^Propo8ed  by  Mr.  Collins^  Liverpool, 

A  man  has  a  calf,  whifch,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  has  its  first  calf; 
at  the  end  of  three  yeavs  after  that  has  its.  second  c^^lf;  and  at  the  end  of 
every  two  years  after  that  has  a  calf.  Each  calf  also,  like  the  original 
one,  when  four  years  old  has  its  first  calf,  at  the  end  of  three  years  after 
that  has  its  second  calf;  and  at  the  end  of  every  two  years  after  that  has 
a  calf.  How  many  head  of  cattle  will  the  man  have  at  the  end  of  30 
years? 

QuEs,  137. — Proposed' by  Mr.  0.  Clazey,  Shincliffe. 

A  tree,  in  the  form  of  a  frustrum  of  a  cqne,  is  15  feet  long^  and  the  dia- 
meters of  its  greater  and  less  ends  are  five  and  three  feet  respectively. 
Required  the  length  of  the  gr^^it^^t  s^>\Tt  beam  which  can  be  cut  out  of 
the  tree. 
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GENERAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CANDIDAJES^  FOR 
CBHXIFICATES  OP  MERIT. 

EASTxa,  1852. 

SGUOOiL.  MA^AGBMENTp 

N.  B.  All  the  candidates  are  expected  to  answer  the  questions  in  this  section. 

Sjsctiqn  1.-^1.  Wfaatis  the  emj^loymentfor  the  most  part  of  the  parents  of  the  children 
who  attend  ymu:  schQoL?  What  it  the  amount  of  the  school  fee  ?  What  means  do  you 
find  most  effectual  towards  Qbteimnc;  the  parents'  co-operation  ? 

SttcnoN  IP. — 1.  Bescftb»iirtMit*]Fmi  oomider  to  be  the  beet  melhod  of  giving  a  reading 
lesson  to  the  seeond  diMS. 

2.  What  are  the  advantages,  and  what  the  disadvantages  of  siniiilteiieoiis  answering? 

3.  What  should  be  the  disttoeltve  Qhancter  of  the  instruction  in  rural  schooUr  aod 
in  tiMSd  that  aru  ntoaldLuk  mtam^itdiwring  distrtfite*  respectiv^y  ? 

SscTiOM  III. — 1.  What  ia  meant  by  school  organisation  ? 

2.  What  do  you  find  to  be  the  best  arrangement  of  a  class  for  (1)  a  reading  lesson, 
(2)  a  geography  lesson,  (3)  an  arithmetic  lesson  .^ 

3.  Show  how  the  9ii»mi  and  erai  lessons  may  be  alternated  in  the  routine  of  a  sofaool, 
giving  such  a  time-table  and  plan  of  the  school  as  would  tend  to  produce  this  result. ' 

Section  IV. — 1.  What  do  you  find  to  be  the  best  means  of  correcting  irregularity  of 
attendance  ?  -it^ 

2.  How  would  you  treat  a  case  oi  insubordination,  when  it  proceeds  (1)  from  levity, 
(2)  from  waroUh  of  temper,  (3)  from  sulkiness. 

3.  Write  a  short  essay  on  school  punishments. 

SCRIPTURAL  KNOWLEDGE. 

Sbction  I. — What  principal  events  are  recorded  in  Scripture  to  have  occurred  in  one 
of  the  following  periods. 

1.  From  the  departnr*  ol  th»  Israelites  ft'om  Sinai  to  the  passage  of  Jordan. 
SU  Duiang  thft  reigns  of)  Stuok  and  David. 

3.  From  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Hezekiah  to  that  of  Jehoiakim. 

Section  II. — L  Give  an  analysis  of  the  book  of  Jonah.  What  parts  of  it  would  you 
specially  select  as  subjects  f6r  Bible  lessons  ? 

2.  What  is  related  of  Jephtha  and  of  Manoah  ? 

3.  "  Of  which  salvation  the  prophets  have  enquired  and  searched  diligently,  who  pro- 
j)hesied  of  the  grace  that  should  come  unto  you  : 

"Searching  what,  or  what  manner, of  time  the  Spirit  of  Christ  which  was  in  them,  did 
signify,  when  it  testified  beforehand  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and.  the  glory  that  should 
follow."' 1  Peter,  chap,  i:,  verses  10,  11. 

Ilhistrate  these  verses  by  quotations  from  the  prophets. 

Skction  UL— 1.  Wh«t  miittclesL  are  recorded  to  have  been  wrought  at  Capernaum  ? 

2.  What  is  recorded  to  have  occurred  between  the  time  when  the  sickneasf  of  Lazarus 
,  WAS:  annaunoed  to  oux  Lord,  and  that  whm  He  raised  him  to  life  ? 

3.  Specify  the  most  remarkable  occasions  on  which  our  Lord  rebiiked  the  Scribes  and 
l^hariaees  ; .  and  the  reasona  for  His>  rebukes. 

Section  IY. — 1.  What  internal  evidenoe  is  there  that  St.  Luke  was  the  author  of 
the  Acte olthe  Apu/Am ?    Wimt  aets does  he  record  of  St.  Peter ?  "^3^1 

2.  What  events  are  recorded  to  have  occurred  between  the. day  of  Peateeost  and  the 
:  Conreesioni  o£  Saul  ? 

3.  Give  some  account  of  St.  Paul's  residence  at  Corinth,  and  of  his  last  journey  to, 
and  residence  at  Jerusalem. 

Section  V. — 1.  Give  passages  of  Scripture  showing  the  manner  iu  which  we  ought 
to>pra3r. 

2.  Give  Bible  examples  and  precepts  illustrative  of  the  following  duties: — self- 
denial;  watchfulness,  sincerity,' submission  in- adversity,  hope,  and  trust  in  God. 

3.  Explain  the  following  passage : — 

.*'  For  all  the  Prophets  and  the  Law  prophesied  until  John. 
**  And  if  ye  will  receive  it,  this  is  Elias  which  was  for  to  ceme?*'^Matt.  ii.  13,  14. 
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Section  I. — 1.  Give  a  short  account  of  Canate. 

2.  Name,  with  dates,  the  Danish  Princes  who  have  sat  upon  the  throne  of  England, 
and  mention  some  event  in  the  reign  of  each. 

3.  State  what  you  know  of  the  origin  of  the  Danes  ;  of  their  first  appearance  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  of  their  settlement  in  it.  Describe  their  manners  and  customs,  and  any 
traces  of  them  yet  remaining  in  the  country. 

Sbction  II. — 1.  When  were  the  first  attacks  of  the  inhabitants  of  Scotland  upon 
those  of  England  ?    To  what  circamstances  were  they  owing,  and  how  were  they  met  ? 

2.  Since  the  Norman  Conquest  what  marriages  have  been  either  proposed  or  made 
between  the  Royal  Families  of  England  and  Scotland  ?   Give  dates. 

3.  With  what  feelings  was  the  Act  of  Union  (1707)  regarded  at  the  time  in  Scotland? 
Mention  some  of  its  principal  provisions,  and  show  how  it  has  contributed  to  the  welfare 
«nd  stability  of  both  England  and  Scotland. 

Sbction  III. — 1.  Write  a  short  account  of  Richard  III. 

2.  Mention,  with  dates,  the  most  important  events  which  took  place  during  the  reigns 
of  the  Plantagenet  kings. 

3.  Compare  the  end  of  the  Plantagenet  with  that  of  the  Tudor  line  of  kings,  and  show 
how  far  each  was  owing  to  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  reigning  sovereign. 

Section  IV. — 1.  What  colonies  were  lost  to  Great  Britain,  and  what  possessions 
gained  by  her  in  the  reign  of  George  III.  ? 

2.  When,  and  under  what  circumstances,  did  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  become  an 
English  colony  ? 

3.  What  are  the  chief  objects  in  forming  colonies  ?  Show  that  these  have  been  attained 
by  Great  Britain,  both  in  the  Old  and  New  World. 

Section  Y. — 1.  State  what  you  have  read  about  Demosthenes  or  Plato,  Virgil  or 
Horace. 

2.  Describe,  with'dates,  the  civil  war  of  Csesar  and  Pompey. 

3.  Mention  the  Roman  Emperors  of  the  Flavian  Family,  and  write  a  short  account  of 
Titus. 

CATECHISM,  LITURGY  AND  CHURCH  HISTORY. 
Section  I.— 1.  Show  to  which  of  the  Ten  Commandments  the  following  extracts 
refer : — 

a.  To  honour  His  Holy  name  and  His  word. 

b.  To  honour  and  obey  the  Queen,  and  all  that  are  put  in  authority  under  her. 

c.  To  order  myself  lowly  and  reverently  to  all  my  bettere, 

d.  To  keep  my  tongue  from  evil  speaking,  lying,  and  slandering. 

Prove  from  the  New  Testament,  the  obligations  stated  in  the  passages  in  italics. 

2.  Write  out  the  first  four  clauses  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  explain  each  as  yon 
would  to  your  first  class. 

3.  Explain  the  advantages  of  a  Catechetical  mode  of  instruction.  Arrange  under 
certain  heads,  the  several  parts  of  the  Church  Catechism,  and  show  the  fitness  of  the 
order  observed. 

Section  II.— -1.  Name  in  order  the  first  five  parts  of  the  Public  Service,  and  account 
for  the  order  in  which  they  stand. 

2.  Name  in  order  the  several  seasons  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Year, — explain  the  mean- 
ing of  their  names  respectively,  and  state  which  of  the  Feasts  are  moveable.        ^ 

3.  Give  as  exact  an  account  as  you  can  of  the  Confirmation  Service,  and  explain  toe 
■doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  touching  this  rite. 

Section  III.— 1.  Prove  from   Holy  Scripture  the  several  articles  in  the  Apostle» 
Creed,  which  relate  to  *'  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

2.  Quote  one  of  the  following  Articles,  and  prove  from  Holy  Scripture  the  doctnaei 
asserted  in  it : 

vii.  Of  the  Old  Testament. 

xi.    Of  the  justification  of  man. 

xii.  Of  good  works.  •  •  •  t.  tiiev 

3.  a.  Give  an  historical  account  of  the  39  articles,— J.  the  purposes  for  wbicn  tney 
were  drawn  up, — c.  the  sense  in  which  they  are  to  be  understood, — d,  the  persons  upo 
whom  they  are  binding,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  they  are  so  binding. 

Section  IV. — 1.  Give  an  account  of  the  progress  of  the  Reformation  during 
reign  of  Edward  VI.— confine  your  remarks  to  this  reign. 
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2.  Give  an  account  of  Ecclesiastical  History  in  England  at  any  one  of  the  following 
epochs : — under  Edward  the  Coofessor,  Henry  II.  Henry  V.  Charles  I.  William  III. 

3.  Give  an  account  of  the  Cistercians,  Dominicans  and  Benedictines^  stating  when 
and  why  they  were  seyerally  instituted ,  and  explain  the  distinction  between  the  regular 
and  secular  Clergy. 

Section  V. — 1.  Explain  the  meaning  of  the  following  terms : — Parish,  Vicarage^ 
Episcopacy,  Cathedral,  Septnagint,  Impropriation. 

2.  Write  out  a  short  account  of  the  following  :-— 

Athanasius,  Luther,  Loyola. 

3.  State  in  order  the  seTeral  causes  which  produced  the  Schism  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  Churche8,^-the  time  when  the  final  separation  took  place,  and  the  principal 
differences  between  them  at  present. 

GRAMMAR,  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE. 

Section  I. — 1.  Define  a  common,  a  proper,  and  an  abstract  noun,  with  examples 
of  each. 

2.  Give  a  classification  of  the  different  methods  in  which  English  verbs  form  their 
past  tense. 

3«  What  are  adverbs  ?  Explain  their  yarieties,  and  show  by  example  their  different 
uses. 

Section  II. — 1.  What  are  anxiliary  verbs  ?  Explain  fully  the  different  purposes  they 
serve  in  the  Engliih  language. 

2«  Write  down  all  the  participles  of  a  regular  and  irregular  verb.  Show  for  what 
purposes  they  are  used ;  and  give  examples  of  their  conversion  into  other  parts  of 
speech. 

3.  Explain  all  the  different  syntactical  relations  in  which  the  nominative  and  ob- 
jective cases  are  employed  in  the  English  language,  with  an  example  of  each. 

Sbctxon  III. — 1.  What  is  a  simple  sentence  ?  What  are  its  eaiential  parts  ?  and  what 
adjuncts  may  be  added  to  it,  without  its  becoming  complex  ? 

2.  What  are  complex  and  contracted  sentences  ?  In  what  respect  do  they  differ  from 
simple  ones  ?     Give  examples  of  each. 

3.  Analyse  the  following  sentence  : — **  When  we  speak  of  the  Romans  as  a  warlike 
people,  we  should  remember,  that  the  worship^  of  a  brute  courage  was  one  of  the  great 
features  of  the  age  in  which  they  flourished." 

Section  IY. — 1.  What  different  languages  have  been  currently  spoken  in  Great 
Britain  ?     Give  dates  to  show  how  long  each  of  them  respectively  prevailed. 

2.  Give  an  historical  account  of  the  transition  of  the  language  of  this  country  from 
Anglo-Saxon  to  modern  English,  with  dates. 

3.  Name  the  authors  whose  works  are  considered  the  best  models  of  the  English 
language  in  the  different  eras  of  its  development.  State,  when  each  flourished,  and 
for  what  he  was  remarkable. 

Section  V. — Paraphrase  one  of  the  following  passages,  and  parse  the  words  printed 
in  italics — 

1.  If  we  consider,  in  the  fallaeiet  men  put  upon  themselves  as  well  as  othera,  and 
the  miiiakes  in  men's  disputes  and  notions,  how  great  a  part  is  owing  to  words  and 
their  uncertain  or  mistaken  significations,  ^e  shall  have  reason  to  think  this  no  small 
obeiaele  in  the  way  to  knowledge ;  which  I  conclude  we  are  the  more  carefully  to  be 
warned  of,  because  it  has  been  so  far  from  being  taken  notice  o/*  as  an  inconvenience, 
that  the  arts  of  improving  it  have  never  been  made  the  business  of  men's  study,  or 
obtained  the  reputation  of  learning  and  subtlety. 

2.  "  To  whom  the  angel :  Son  of  heaven  and  earth, 

Attend :  that  thou  art  happy  owe  to  God  ; 
That  thou  continuest  such,  owe  to  thyself, 
Thai  is,  to  thy  obedience ;  therein  stand. 
This  was  that  caution  given  thee ;  be  adyised. 
God  mads  thee  perfect,  not  immutable  ; 
And  good  he  made  thee ;  but  to  persevere 
He  left  it  in  thy  power ;  ordain'd  thy  will 
.    By  nature  free,  not  overruled  by  fate 
Inextricable,  or  strict  necessity  : 
Oar  volantaa7  service  he  requires. 
Nor  our  neeeeeitAted  i  such  with  htm 
Finds  no  scceptance,  nor  can  find." 
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QB06RA.PHY  AND  <POPU£iA&  ASTROKOMY. 

Section  I. — 1.  Enumerato  the  headlands,  rirers,  and  seaport  towns  passed  in  a 
Toyage  from  Kirkwall  to  Newcastle ;  illustrating  the  answer,  if  you  can,  by  a  chart. 

2.  Show  by  a  map  the  course  of  the  river  Shannon  ;  mention  its  tributaries,  and  state 
what  are  the  physical  features  of  that  part  of  Ireland  through  which  it  flows. 

Section  II. — 1.  Draw  a  map  of  England,  showing ^hore  battles  were  fouf^tinthe 
time  of  the  great  rebellion. 

2.  What  are  the  chief  mannihotiiriog  towns  in  Barope?  Do  th^y  fumiBh  pcodocts 
«rhtch  compete  with  English  manufactnres  ?    Jf  they  do,  state  what  they  ass. 

3.  Give  an  account  of  Australasia.-— 
What  are  the  peculiarities  of  its  floods  ? 
What  kind  of  elimate  does  it  eojoy  ? 
What  do  we  know  of  its  geological  features  ? 

Section  III.««1.  Describe  geographically  the  several  kingdoms  comprised  in  tbs 
Austrian  empire,  stating  ftilly  the  sources  of  its  mineral  wealth,  the  condition  of  its 
agriculture  and  manufactures. 

2.  Show  by  a  map  the  position  of  the  Tigris,  Euphrates,  Oroutes,  and  Jofdan,  nith 
the  sites  of  Nineveh,  Babylon,  Baalbec,  Damascus,  and  Antioch. 

3.  Mention  all  those  parts  of  the  known  world  in  which  coalfields  and  iron  are  found. 

Section  IV. — 1 .  State  fully  and  explain,  if  you  can,  by  a  chart,  the  great  eastern  pas- 
sage from  Europe  to  China  for  ships  touching  at  the  Gape  late  in  the  season.  Show  how 
the  course  is  determined  by  prevalent  winds  and  currents. 

2.  Draw  a  map  of  North  America,  showing  its  river  and  lake  system. 

3.  Explain  the  formation  of  dew,  hoar  firost,  and  fog.  How  do  yon  account  for  the 
-stationary  fog  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  ?  Why  is  cloudy  and  windy  weather  ttAh- 
-vonnibie  'to  tiie  formatioii  of  dew  ?  When  dew  is  iormedt  n  it  'fovmed  on  all  HrobBtences 
alike  ? 

Section  V. — ^1.  What  is  the  reason  why  a  comparatively ^mall  quantity  of  snow  falls 
on  the  high  planes  of  the  Himalaya  and  Andes  ? 

2.  Show  by  a  map  the  position  of  the  chief  groups  of  volcanic  islands  existing  in  the 
Pacific  Mention  any  theories  which  have  been  proposed  to  account  for  volcanic .pW 
Domena. 

3.  What  are  supposed  to  be  the  native  countries  of  wheet  anft  oats  ?  Between  ^wliat 
latitudes  may  barley,  oats,  and  wheat  be  cultivated  in  Europe  and  America  ?  What 
mean  winter  and  summer  temperature  do  they  require? 

Section  VI. — 1 .  What  are  the  differences  between  the  Ptolemaic  and  Coi«niiean 
systems  ?    When  did  the  one  supersede  the  other  ? 

2.  Under  what  circumstances  is  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  total,  annulary  or  partiaL 

3.  The  force  of  attraction  is  inversely  proportional  to  the  square  of -the  distance4  how 
^hen  does  it  happen  that  when  a  planet  has  approached  most  nearly  to  the  sun  it  does 
not  fall  to  the  sun  ? 

ARU^HMEIIC. 

Sbction  L — ^Work  one  of  the  followiiig-sams,  and  exphuBeach^tepintfaeeperatiMi* 

1.  Subtract  40009  from  67801, 

2.  If  14  cwt.  cost  ;^42,  what  will  20  owt.  cost? 

3.  Reduce  i  of  (6|  +  J^f  ~  3)  toits  simplest  form :  and  -find  the  value  of  *45  of  £1* 

Section  II. — 1.  How  much  paper,  at  lOdf.  per  quii^  isequift  in  value  to  35  quires 
at  Sd»  per  quire  ? 

2.  Find,  by  Practice,  the  value  of  44  wn»,  STOods,  '25  pefei,  at  £55  16«.  7id.  an 
acre. 

3.  Thirty-two  men  have  rations  for  45  days,  vt  a  dafly  ifflowence  of  2  lbs.  for  each 
man  :  what  rate  of  distribution  would  make  the  fbod  last  4D  ^s,  supposing  16  more 
men  had  to  partake  of  it  ? 

Section  III.—l.  In  what  time  wUl  £230  gaia  jtzik,  «t  i  par  cent,  per  annum  ? 
2.  Find  the  square  root  of  '005320, 

^.  Find  the  sum  and  differenoe  vf  5  ^/ITmA  ^  V  ^ 
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Section  IV.^-^l.  I  told  a  cbest  of  tea  containing  144  Ibi.  for  £b7  lOs, :  how  much 
'did  I  fi^tn,  the  tea  having  cost  me  6f.  8df.  per  lb.  ? 

2.  A  pertoB,  by  diaposing  of  goods  for  ^^182,  loses  at  the  rate  of  9  per  cent. :  what 
oi^ht  they  to  h»ve  been  sold  for,  to  realize  a  profit  of  7  per  cent.  ? 

3.  Three  persons  enter  into  partnership  :  A.  pats  in  j^200  for  4  months, — B.  ;f400 
fafr  6  raonihs, — and  C.  ^BOO  for  7  months.  They  gain  ;^500  :  what  is  each  person's 
share  of  the  gain  ? 

Section  V.^-Gire  a  nil6»  and  prove  it,  for  on^  6(  the  follorwing  questions  in  itaental 
jarithmetic. 

1.  To.  find  the  value  of  100  articles,  the  prl(ie  of  <nie  bein^  given. 

2.  To  find  the  value  of  a  ton,  the  price  per  lb.  being  given. 

3.  To  find  the  interest  on  any  snm  at  6  per  cent,  for  any  number  of  days. 

Section  VI. — 1.  Explau'  the  use  of  the  ledger,  day,  and  cash  book. 

2.  Explain  the  system  of  book-keeping  by  double  entry,  and  give  a  specimen. 

MENSURATION. 

Section  I. — ^Prove  the  rule  for  finding  the  area  of  one  of  the  following  figures  :*^ 

1.  A  rectangle. 

2.  A  trapezoid. 

3.  A  dlrclc. 

Section  tl. — ^^1.  Find  the  area  of  a  parallelepiped,  whose  linetal  dimensions  are  5  feet 
6  inches,  4  feet  5  inches,  and  3  feet  4  inches.     Verify  the  result  by  vulgar  fractions. 

2.  What  is  the  solidity  of  a  circular  ring,  whose  thickness  is  2  inches,  aiid  the  inner 
diameter  5  inches  ? 

3.  Show  how  to  find  the  difference  of  true  level  of  two  places  on  the  earth's  surface 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  each  other. 


GRANTS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  and  the  reports  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Inspectors  of  Schools  have  just  been  laid  before  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  It 
appears  that  the  total  number  of  schools  to  which  grants  have  been  made  in  aid  of  erec- 
tion or  improvement  of  school  buildings  during  the  year  ending  31st  December  1851,  is 
247.  The  total  snm  awarded  to  this  number  is  33,236/.  3«.  7df.,  of  which  4406/.  4«.  5d. 
have  been  paid,  leaving  unclaimed  at  present  28,820/.  19«.  2d.  The  large  sum  thus  re- 
maining unpaid  is  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that' no  grant  is  paid  till  all  buildings  and 
improvements  are  completed ;  the  period  allowed  from  the  date  6t  any  awai*d  being 
made  to  the  time  that  it  is  claimed  is  18  months,  except  in  cases  of  improvements 
which  cost  less  than  50/.,  which  must  be  taken  up  within  6  months  from  the  date  of 
the  award.  The  additional  school-room  space  contemplated  by  these  buildings  and  im- 
provements is  190,880  square  feet,  or  room  for  23,860  additional  scholars.  This  is  al- 
lowing 8  square  feet  to  each  scholar  instead  of  6^  the  space  previously  allotted  to  each 
pupil^  but  which  has  been  found  insufficient,  and  the  larger  space  of  8  feet  has  been 
adopted  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  inspectors.  Of  the  whole  number  of  schools 
to  which  these  grants  have  been  awarded  83^  per  cent,  are  Church  schools,  the  other 
16^  being  schools  of  various  denominations  of  Dissenters,  including  6^  per  cent,  of 
schools  connected  with  the  Scotch  Churcb.  The  percentage  of  the  total  sum  awarded  to 
Church  Schools  is  73^,  or  10^^  percent,  below  what  might  be  anticipated  from  the  num- 
ber of  schools.    The  same  ratio  is  apparent  in  the  sums  claimed,  about  10^  below. 

The  total  number  of  schools  during  the  same  period  to  which  grants  have  been  made 
in  aid  of  the  purchase  of  books  and  maps  at  reduced  prices  is  520,  of  which  78}  percent, 
are  Church  schools ;  the  su?i  granted  is  1656/.  4i.  I^d,  with  a  corresponding  percen- 
tage of  73^. 

Grants  were  made  in  the  same  year  to  two  Normal  schools  of  the  Church  amounting 
to  2200/.  of  which  200/.  only  has  yet  been  claimed  ;  and  to  one  Normal  Roman  Catho- 
lic school  of  1400/.,  none  of  which  has  yet  been  claimed. 

It  appears  that  the  total  amount  of  grants  made  from  the  time  the  minutes  came  into 
operation  (1839)  to  August  1850  is  559,217/.  128,  9i(/.»  and  the  expenses  of  adminis- 
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tering  tLis  snm  is  81,323/.  Is,  lO^d.;  from  that  time  to  December  Slst,  1850,  grants, 
46,745/.  6«.  Id,;  administration,  14,802  128.  2d:  for  last  year  up  to  December  31, 
grants,  142,229/.  8f.  9}df.;  administration,  22,084/.  8«.  lOd, :  making  altogether  grants 
to  the  amount  of  748,192/.  7#.  8^^.,  and  expenses  of  machinery  to  the  amount  of 
119,210/.  ha,  lO^d,  From  these  data  it  appears  that  86^  per  cent,  of  the  money 
granted  by  Parliament  is  applied  directly  to  the  advancement  of  elementary  education, 
the  costs  of  administration  being  13}. 

The  minutes  have  come  to  hand  at  too  late  an  hour  for  us  to  give  a  synopsis  of  their 
contents ;  but  we  shall  probably  do  so  in  our  next  Number,  as  an  announcement  is  made 
which  will  make  it  difficult  for  any  but  inspected  schools  to  procure  them,  or  any  but 
certificated  masters. 


REASONS  FOR  LEARNING  TO  SING. 

WillianuBryde,  one  of  the  greatest  musicians  of  the  Elizabethan  age,  in  the  preface 
to  his  collection  of  "  Psalms,  Sonnets,  and  Songs  of  Sadness  and  Pietie,''  published  in 
1598,  gives  the  following  reasons  for  learning  to  sing,  the  amusing  quaintness  of  which 
is  mingled  with  good  sense  :— 

'*  Reasons  brieflie  set  down  by  th'  auctor  to  persuade  every  one  to  learn  to  sing.— 1. 
It  is  knowledge  easilie  taught  and  quicklie  learned,  when  there  is  a  good  master  and  apt 
scholar.  2.  The  exercise  of  singing  is  delightful  to  nature,  and  good  to  preserve  the 
health  of  man.  3.  It  doth  strengthen  all  parts  of  the  heart,  and  doth  open  the  pipes. 
4.  It  is  a  singular  good  remedy  for  a  stuttering  and  stammering  in  the  speech.  5.  It 
is  the  best  means  to  preserve  a  perfect  pronunciation,  and  to  make  a  good  orator.  6.  It 
is  the  only  way  to  know  where  nature  hath  bestowed  the  benefit  of  a  good  voyce,  which 
gift  is  so  rare,  that  there  is  not  one  amongst  a  thousand  that  hath  it;  and,  in  manie, 
that  excellent  gift  is  lost,  because  they  want  an  art  to  express  nature.  7.  There  is  not 
any  musicke  of  instruments  whatsoever  comparable  to  that  which  is  made  of  the  Toyce 
of  men,  where  the  voyces  are  good  and  the  same  well  sorted  and  ordered.  8.  The  better 
the  voyce  is,  the  meter  it  ia  to  honour  and  serve  God  therewith  ;  and  the -voyce  of  man 
is  chiefly  to  be  employed  to  that  end. 

**  Since  singing  is  so  good  a  thing, 
I  wish  all  men  would  learn  to  sing." — Musical  World, 


Co  Correslpontrents^. 

X.  Z. — School  Economy  by  Jelinger  C.  Symons,  (just  published),  Stowe*s  Training 
System,  Dunn's  Normal  school  Manual,  and  Dawes's  Suggestive  Hints,  will  he  found 
very  useful  books  for  the  purpose. 
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ON  FORCIBLE  AND  NOVEL  WORDING. 

As  one  of  the  dangers  of  brevity  is  expressed  in  a  short  passage  of  Horace 
— **  Brevis  esse  laboro,  obscurus  fio," — **  Whilst  I  strive  to  be  brief,  I  be- 
come obscure/' — so  a  line  of  Martial  indicates  what  we  have  to  fear  from 
an  absolute  adherence,  under  all  circumstances,  to  extreme  plainness  and 
simplicity,  in  a  low  sense  of  those  terms, — **  Pauper  videri  Cinna  vult,  et  est 
pauper." — "  Cinna  wishes  to  seem  poor,  and  poor  he  is,  indeed."  We  do 
not  wish  to  retract  our  praises  of  the  above  mentioned  qualities,  but  to 
prevent  misunderstanding.  For  those  who  are  not  scholars,  for  those 
who  cannot,  or  will  not  read,  or  endeavour  to  improve  their  styles  by  any 
direct  exercise,  the  more  absolute  the  simplicity  and  plainness,  the  better. 
Where  the  matter  is  good,  these  qualities  are  always  safe,  always  respect- 
able. Some  subjects  too  require  this  mode  of  treatment ;  questions 
of  political  economy  are  better  argued  with  economy  of  decoration ;  the 
bullion  question  will  not  bear  a  thickly  gilded  diction ;  nor  a  rigid 
analysis  of  feudal  gradations  and  rights  of  precedence,  much  emblazonry. 
The  lover  may  very  rightly  compose  a  painful  '*  sonnet  to  his  mistress's 
eyebrow  ;*'  but  when  the  affection  is  established,  is  mutually  recognised, 
something  simpler  would  be  better  :  we  are  content  to  use  Barry  Corn* 
wall's  beautiful  words,  with 

"  The  dear  kind  common  thought  that  springs 
From  hearts  that  have  no  other  dower." 

Even  elevated  language  would  here  be  out  of  place.  In  close  argument, 
too,  such  a  variation  of  words  as  might  seem  necessary  to  produce  har- 
mony, or  prevent  sameness,  might  let  in  a  fallacy ;  even  the  conclusion 
which,  in  order  to  impress  memory,  or  to  produce  action,  we  might  desire 
to  make  as  striking  as  possible,  must  be  guarded ;  and  for  the  sake  of 
Logic,  Rhetoric  must  be  spared.  The  man  who  is  in  earnest  to  discover 
the  true  or  intended  inference,  will  not  complain  of  this,  however  un- 
attractive it  may  be  to  those  who  cannot  enjoy,  and  do  not  understand 
tlie  grave  pursuit  of  truth  for  its  own  sake.  Before  Reid  published  his 
celebrated  **  Inquiry  into  the  Human  Mind,"  he  was  candid  enough  to 
submit  the  manuscript  to  Hume,  his  opponent,  who  awards  this  praise  to 
his  mode  of  writing : — 


"  I  kept  all  along  a  watchful  eye  upon  your  style ;  but  it  is  really  so  correct 
and  so  good  English,  that  I  found  not  anything  worth  remarking." 

Appropriate  praise,  as  far  as  it  concerns  the  mode  of  treating  the  particular 
class  of  subjects  which  Reid  had  in  hand.  In  these  cases  a  sensible 
reader  will  not  draw  any  unfavourable  inference  with  regard  to  a  writer's 
inability  to  use  a  kind  of  diction  freer  and  more  full  of  effect.  Lucretius 
was  content  to  creep  whilst  his  argument  demanded  it ;  but  when  he  chose 
to  throw  out  his  atomical  ballast,  he  could  rise  to  a  height  which  perhapsr 
no  other  classical  poet  ever  attained.  Those  who  can  use  truly  beautiful 
language,  know  best  when  to  leave  it  alone ;  whereas  those  who  use  the 
sham  beautiful,  seem  never  to  know  when  to  leave  if  alone. 

There  are  doubtless  writers  in  whose  hands,  no  matter  what  their 
subjects,  simplicity  has  been  rendered  so  fascinating  as  to  leave  us,  we 
had  almost  said,  nothing  to  desire.  Yet  there  is  nevertheless  something 
suspicious  about  that  doctrine,  which  would  make  the  most  absolute  plain- 
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ness,  under  all  circumstances,  tbe  highest  attribute  of  style.  Crafty 
Poverty  is  of  course  interested  in  praising  plainness ;  and  many  will 
commend  a  style,  cold  and  unimpressive,  because  it  seems  to  show  a 
more  than  ordinarily  accurate  dTscernment  to  see  merit  where  the  great 
majority  of  readers  cannot  possibly  discover  any.  Those  who  affect  this 
fastidious  love  of  plainness  where  brilliancy  would  be  legitimate  and 
often  very  acceptable,  belong  to  the  class  who,  to  evidence  their  great  taste 
in  dress,  never  appear  out  of  black,  and,  though  perhaps  themselves  the 
authors  of  works  of  much  general  merit,  have  somehow  or  other  just 
managed  to  escape  writing  a  single  memorable  sentence ;  these  men  if 
they  dared  would  bring  their  pocket  microscopes  to  bear  upon  the  grandest 
authors  of  England,  and  handle  their  foot  rule  over  the  Areopagitica. 
The  trades  of  Florence  reduced  the  nobility  from  their  order,  before  they 
granted  them  a"  voice  in  the  commonwealth  ;  but  by 'stripping  them  of  their 
titles  and  distinctions,  degraded  them  into  a  capacity  for  honour.  There 
have  been  critics  whoVould  have  had  no  objection  to  act  in  like  manner. 
Giving  then  all  due  praise  to  simplicity  in  certain  persons,  and  on  par- 
ticular subjects,  we  do  not  see  why  a  legitimate  attempt  at  something 
higher  should  be  forbidden.  There  is  a  passage  in  Coleridge's  "  Table 
Talk"  bearing  closely  on  this  subject,  which  we  think  may  be  canvassed 
very  profitably.  (It  should  be  premised  that  the  remark  of  Coleridge 
quoted  in  our  last,  is  evidently  merely  in  approval  of  plainness  as  con- 
trasted  with  the  affectation  of  fine  oratory.) 

"  The  words  in  prose  ought  to  express  the  intended  meaning ;  if  they  attract 
attention  to  themselves,  in  genersd  it  is  a  fault ;  in  the  very  best  styles,  as 
South  ey's,  you  read  page  after  page  without  noticing  the  medium." 

If  this  is  true  in  principle,  any  deviation  (in  prose)  from  the  most  familiar 
style  of  language  must  be  a  decided  fault.  This  is  evidently  a  radical 
question.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  with  regard  to  the  distinction  here  made 
between  prose  and  poetry,  we  refer  our  readers  to  the  passages  quoted  in 
the  note.*  Taking  them,  as  we  have  arranged  them  purposely,  in  pairs, 
can  it  be  maintained  that  the  action  of  the  language  upon  the  mind 

•--  -iri|--T-n-  ■■!■  I-  I  IBIMI-        — "^ 

*  We  give  a  few  instances  to  show  how  the  very  same  metaphors  and  words  whieh 
tell  in  poetry,  tell  equally  well  in  prose  :<-^ 

**  Siaiuet  of  glass — all  shivered— the  long  file 
Of  her  dead  Doges  are  declined  to  dust. 

Btrgk,  Childe  Harold,  IV.  xx. 
The  janissaries—''  dependent  on  the  hand  which  had  raised  them,  and  which,  on  the 
slightest  displeasure,  could  break  in  pieces  these  statues  qf  glass,'* — Gibbon,  Decline  and 
Fallf  chap.  Izv. 

**  Oh,  evil  day  1  if  I  were  sullen 
While  earth  itself  is  adorning 
mis  sweet  May  morning** 

Wordsworth,  Thanksgiving  Ode. 
"In  those  vernal  seasons  of  the  year,  when  the  air  is  calm  and  pleasant,  it  were  «A 
injury  and  a  stdlenness  against  nature  not  to  go  out  and  see  her  riches/'-^MU'TOK, 
Tract  on  Education, 

**  Expression  is  the  dress  qf  thought  and  still. 
Appears  more  decent  as  more  suitable, 
A  vile  conceit  in  pompons  words  ezprees'd 
Is  like  a  clown  in  regal  purple  drese'd.'' 

FoPB,  Essay  on  Critieitm. 
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ought  to  be  of  a  diflTerent  kind  in  the  several  cases  ?  or  that,  if  a  prose 
writer  accidentally  quotes  poetry,  the  mind  notices^  or  is  to  be  permitted 
to  notice,  the  medium  in  the  one  case^  and  not  in  the  other.  This  question 
is  evidently  quite  separate  from  all  that  concerns  mere  rhyme  or  metre. 
It  is  most  important  to  us ;  because,  for  elevating,  improving,  and  giving 
force  to  a  prose  style,  one  of  our  most  earnest  recommendations  would 
be  to  study  carefully  the  diction  of  our  early  poets — the  great  treasuries 
of  our  language ;  but  if  an  attractive  word  is  fit  for  poetry,  and  one  the 
attractive  power  of  which  is  all  dissipated  is  better  for  prose — if  words 
in  the  two  styles  of  writing  are  to  be  used  on  totally  different  principles, 
then  we  have  no  right  to  entertaih  any  such  hope.  In  cases  of  pure 
argument,  even  of  a  moral  kind,  Coleridge's  doctrine  is  no  doubt  right ; 
words  as  equal  in  their  effect  upon  all  minds  as  the  signs  of  algebra,  and 
as  unmistakable  in  import,  would  be  the  best ;  but  how  small  a  portion  of 
ordinary  prose  writing  would  come  under  this  head  !  If  a  man  of  powerful 
and  lively  conceptions  describes  those  conceptions  truly,  whether  in  prose 
or  verse,  we  shall  be  sure  to  notice  the  medium  ;  for  in  the  medium  itself, 
not  merely  in  arrangement,  but  generally  in  words,  there  will  be  neces- 

**  Language  is  the  dreta  of  thought ;  and  as  the  noblest  mien  or  most  graoefal  action 
-would  be  degraded  or  obscured  by  a  garb  appropriated  to  the  gross  employments  of 
rustics  or  roedianics,''  &c. — Johnson,  Life  of  Cowley. 

**  As  fruits,  ungratefdl  to  the  planter's  care, 
Od  tavage  ttocks  inserted  learn  to  bear, 
The  surest  virtues  thus  from  passions  shoot. 
Wild  Nature's  vigour  working  at  the  root.'' 

Pope,  Essay  on  Man, 
**  Though  it  was  never  shown  in  insult  to  any  human  being,  Lord  Keppel  was  some- 
ipvhat  high.  It  was  a  wild  stock  of  pride  on  which  the  tenderest  of  all  hearts  had  grafted 
ihe  milder  virtues,** -^BuKKEf  Letter  to  a  Noble  Lord, 


'*  TSvo  magnets  heaven  and  earth  attract  to  bliss  ; 
The  larger  loadstone  that,  the  nearer  this."— Dryden. 

"  Where  there  is  no  working  of  self-love  in  the  heart  that  secures  a  leaning  beforehand 
where  the  great  magnet  of  the  planet  is  not  overwhelmed  or  obscured  by  partial  masses 
of  iron  in  close  neighbourhood  to  the  compass  of  the  judgment,"  &c. — Colvkidoe, 
Aids  to  Reflection, 

**  What  once  he  call'd  a  blessing,  now  was  wit, 
And  God's  good  providence,  a  lucJcy  hit.** 

Pope,  Epistle  to  Lord  Bathurst, 

"^  Those  b'ciy  hits,  which  at  another  time  he  would  have  called  pieces  of  good  fortune, 
in  the  temper  o  Imind  he  was  then  in  he  called  mercies." — Spectator,  No.  549. 

**  Kings  are  like  stars,  they  rise  and  set,  and  have 

The  worship  of  the  world,  hut  no  repose.** — Shelley. 

''  Princes  are  like  to  heavenly  bodies,  which  cause  good  or  evil  times,  and  which 
have  miuch  veneration,  but  no  rest." — Bacon,  Essay  on  Empire. 

"  The  course  of  nature  is  the  art  of  God.**-— Yovvo,  Night  IV. 

**  In  this  sense  nature  itaelf  is,  to  a  religions  observer,  the  art  of  Cro<f."--CoiBRiDOB, 
Lectures  XIIL 

We  could  multiply  such  passages  ad  infinitum,  without  even  going  to  the  dramatists, 
to  whom  we  might  fairly  have  recourse  to  refute  Coleridge's  dictum.  There  is  little 
diffsrence  between  poetry  and  prose,  in  the  point  where  be  intimates  the  propriety  of  a 
diitinction.  In  the  general  management,  there  may  and  must  be';  but  as  to  the  mode  in 
irhich  the  more  impressive  individual  words  produce  their  effect  lo  both,  none  whatever. 
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sarily  some  novelty,  and  this,  as  novelty,  will  strike  us.  Constituted  as 
we  are,  it  will  be  impossible  to  view  the  thing  signified  without  also 
noticing  the  sign.  This  will  happen  even  in  the  case  of  history  and 
narrative  ;  still  more  where  the  writer  is  speaking  not  merely  as  a  depictor 
and  describer,  but  as  a  person  of  certain  feelings,  purposes,  convictions 
more  or  less  earnest,  distinct,  or  comprehensive.  Repeated  as  even  the 
same  moral  truths  have  been  from  age  to  age,  the  repetition  would  be 
intolerably  wearisome,  instead  of  interesting  which  it  often  is,  did  not 
writers  of  genius  manage  to  give  us,  over  and  above  the  clear  literal 
exhibition  of  the  truth  or  opinion,  something  of  their  own  character,  and 
this  after  all  can  only  be  done  in  the  diction.  ^'  Speak,  so  that  I  may  see 
thee,''  is  an  old  requirement,  which  man  loves  to  make  of  man.  It  is 
not  enough  that  this  or  that  particular  truth  has  gained  a  fresh  adherent, 
we  want  to  know  what  kind  of  adherent  he  is.  ''  Every  single  observa- 
tion," says  Shenstone  in  one  of  his  fragments, ''  that  is  published  by  a 
man  of  genius,  be  it  never  so  trivial,  should  be  esteemed  of  importance, 
because  he  speaks  from  his  own  impressions,''  and  into  the  expression 
something  distinct  and  noticeable  is  almost  sure  to  creep. 

The  comparison  of  language  to  air,  water,  glass,  implied  in  the  word 
transparent,  often  used  as  an  epithet  of  approval,  is  a  very  imperfect  one. 
In  the  one  case,  generally,  the  more  perspicuous  the  medium  is,  the  mora 
we  remark  it ;  in  the  other,  precisely  the  reverse.  When  we  speak  of  fe- 
licitous, we  are  usually  supposed  to  mean  something  more  than  merely 
perspicuous  expression ;  or,  if  feHcitous  means  no  more  than  unusually 
perspicuous,  the  epithet  of  praise  still  shows  that  our  attention  must  have 
been  distinctly  called  to  the  expression  which  seems  to  have  merited  it.  Is 
this  a  fault  ?  We  should  almost  gather  so  from  Coleridge's  language.  Is 
then  the  most  commonplace  phraseology, provided  it  conveys  the  conception 
better  than  a  new  frame,  because  less  calculated  by  intervening  to  divert 
the  mind  ?  Why,  often  when  the  expression  is  trite,  the  idea  so  far  from 
arousing  more,  arouses  less  attention,  because  the  medium  excites  none. 
A  new  word  is  like  a  new  garb,  and  we  will  press  this  comparison  here, 
though  an  old  one :  it  does  to  a  certain  extent  divert  our  attention  from  the 
man,  and  yet  it  makes  us  as  it  were  identify  him  anew,  notice  him  more> 
and  gives  us  for  a  time  a  kind  of  fresh  interest  in  him. 

Supposing  we  understand  the  fresh  and  unusual  word,  do  we  grudge 
the  short  time  during  which  it  arrests  us,  whilst  we  are  perhaps  contem- 
plating its  novelty,  or  judging  of  its  adequacy  to  the  conception  ?  The 
difference  of  time  between  reading  ten  Hues  of  common-place,  and  ten 
lines  of  striking  expression  is  scarcely  appreciable,  unless  we  linger  to  ad- 
mire, or  linger  to  record,  and  this  can  scarcely  be  an  evil.  If  we  are  to 
be  so  guarded  against  the  possible  attraction  of  language,  we  should 
hardly  know  whether,  at  the  introduction  of  a  new  and  good  term,  to 
praise  the  importer  for  giving  us  an  opportunity  of  expressing  a  fresh  shade, 
of  thought,  or  to  blame  him  for  detaining  our  ear  on  a  new  sound,  or  our 
eye  on  an  unusual  form  in  the  letter-press. 

But  whatever  Theory  may  assert,  it  must  be  conceded  that  our  most 
eminent  national  prose  writers  have  not  sought,  or  found,  in  extreme  plain- 
ness or  transparency  their  highest  praise.  On  whatever  other  grounds  we 
might  choose  to  express  our  admiration  of  Bacon,  Taylor,  Milton's  prose, 
Burke,  it  would  not  be  for  a  style  of  expression  level,  equable,  unadorned — 
for  any  efforts  to  reduce  their  diction  to  the  average  of  that  in  common 
use,  in  order  that  the  mind  might  not  be  distracted  or  diverted  by  it 
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The  study  of  such  writers  would  be  truly  dangerous,  for  we  will  defy  any 
•one  to  help  noticing  iheir  diction. 

If  we  widi  to  influence  the  minds  of  men,  it  is  of  no  use  putting  out  of 
view  their  propensities.     Simplicity  may  tell  its  story  adequately,  gain 
much  esteem,  conciliate  by  its  artlessness  and  straightforwardness,  ob- 
tain a  far  more  patient  hearing  from  rational  people,  than  wordy  pompo- 
sity ;  but  to  get  anything  like  a  wide  or  earnest  audience,  there  must 
generally  be  a  stronger  excitement, — something  of  novelty.'   It  is  chiefly 
for  the  sake  of  its  novelty  to  them,  that  the  highly  educated  are  often  so 
pleased  with  extreme  simplicity.     We  can  rarely  neglect  a  disposition  so 
universal  with  impunity.     Look  at  the  reception  of  Carlyle,  not  given  by 
the  ignorant,  but  by  the  cultivated  intellects  of  the  day.     His  mode  of 
.  writing,  much  reprobated  for  decency's  sake,  and  for  fear  of  a  kind  of 
scandal,  was  secretly  felt  to  be  refreshing.     It  reminds  us  of  an  inroad  of 
uncompromising  barbarians  amongst  an  orderly,  self- satisfied,  but  some- 
what debilitated  people.    Really  he  was  invited,  Uiough  very  uninten- 
tionally, by  the  numbers  of  average,  correct,  unimpressive  writers,  re- 
markable for  transparency,  and  fully  satisfied  with  those  usual  phrases 
which  it  has  been  the  joy  of  his  heart  to  shatter,  perhaps  not  in  the  wisest 
way.  ,  If  the  great  majority  of  our  writers  had  separately  had  what  were 
worth  calling  styles  of  their  own,  we  question  whether  his  attempt  would 
ever  have  been  made.     Neither  Southey,  with  his  unquestionably  high 
merits,  nor  Sou  they  *s  train  could  have  kept  him  back  ;  nor  Macintosh,  nor 
any  of  the  transparent  regiments,  with  tactics  theoretically  faultless;  nor 
even  Hallam,  with  his  occasional  eloquence  and  constant  dignity.     But 
had  our  writers  or  the  majority  of  them,  had  styles  as  distinct  and  per- 
sonal as  that  of  De  Quincy,  solemn  and  noble — of  Macaulay,  smart,  de- 
•cisive,  even  to  impatience,  acrimonious,  venturesome,  telling  us  much  and 
implying  that  he  could  tell  us  more — of  Wilson,  fluent,  with  a  kind  of 
vinous  rapture,  Carlyle  would  not  have  come,  or  would  have  come  less 
recklessly,  more  respectfully,  to  take  his  place  among  writers  of  genuine 
English.    **  In  complete  novelty,"  says  Moore,  *'  Sir  Walter  Scott  seemed 
to  think  lay  the  only  chance  for  a  man  ambitious  of  high  literary  reputa- 
tion in  these  days;"  and  novelty  we  got,  without  any  mercy,  when  Mr. 
Carlyle  appeared.     Perhaps  a  less  bold  innovator  would  not  have  been  so 
good  an  indicator,  would  have  been  more  carped  at,  and  more  easily 
pshawed  out.     People  are  vexed  with  a  man  who  has  a  few  oddities ;  but 
•when  the  entire  character  is  one  mass  of  eccentricity,  we  make  allow- 
ances, take  interest,  and  find  amusement. 

How  delighted,  men  are  in  the  present  day,  when  they  get  two  or 
three  phrases  which  have  not  been  running  in  harness  for  the  last  fifty 
years  !  Mix  up  a  few  words  in  a  sentence  which  seem  to  stand  aghast, 
never  having  been  in  each  other's  company  before,  and  observe  how 
greedily  they  are  seized  upon.  "  A  heavy  blow  and  a  great  discourage- 
ment," **a  mockery,  a  delusion,  and  a  snare."  From  what  lips  m  parlia- 
ment these  expressions  fell,  we  forget  just  now ;  there  is  nothing  whatever 
•worth  notice  in  them,  except  the  strangeness  of  collocation;  and  yet,  if 
we  were  to  say  that  these  scraps  have  been  repeated  five  hundred  times  in 
speeches  and  newspapers  throughout  the  country,  we  should  be  greatly 
under  the  mark.  Tennyson  and  Miss  Barrett  (Mrs.  Browning)  the  two 
latest  poets  of  very  great  reputation,  mistrusting  their  other  merits,  have 
been  deliberately  eccentric  in  style ;  even  good  thoughts,  delivered  in  a 
«leady  old  fashion,  would,  we  feel  convinced,  befcr  a  time  less  acceptable 
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to  the  public  than  that  which  might  be  less  intrinsically  valuable,  pro* 
vided  it  made  its  approach  with  more  strangeness  of  aspect.  This  is 
doubtless  wrong,  but  still  serves  to  show  what  great  attention  is  paid 
merely  to  the  vehicle  of  thought.  The  fair  mediocre  bass  voices  are  in- 
numerable,  and  undistinguishable ;  so  a  falsetto  is  tried,  and  gains  a 
hearing  above  them  all.  Men  confining  their  attention  pretty  much  to 
works  of  their  own  day,  insensibly  copy  each  other ;  perhaps  some  hun- 
dreds who  have  in  one  way  or  other  opportunities  of  addressing  the  public, 
take  their  key-note  from  some  one  great  favourite  of  the  time  being» 
From  this  perpetual  action  and  re-action  of  cotemporary  writers  on  eacb 
other  a  sameness  arises,  an  afflicting  tediousness.  Is  there  then  no  way 
to  excite  attention,  short  of  trickery,  or  an  almost  wicked  violation  of  the 
ordinary  laws  of  language  and  grammar  ?  Must  we,  like  the  g^eat  Athe- 
nian, assume  a  sort  of  craziness  before  we  dare  to  open  our  mouths  to 
say  what  we  think  ?  Is  there  no  way  of  dehvering  moral  truths  so  as  to  be 
noticed,  except  dressed  in  motley,  and  standing  on  our  heads  like  Har- 
lequin ?  We  think  there  is :  there  is  a  freshness  and  a  depth  in  the  early 
''wells  of  English,"  if  we  would  but  draw  from  them  more  frequently, 
which  would  supply  every  need ;  but  then  it  must  not  be  merely  two  or 
three  draughts,  now  and  then,  to  give  us  strength  for  a  special  effort,  but, 
to  use  medical  language,  a  patient  course  of  the  waters.  We  shall  return 
however,  hereafter  to  this  subject ;  suffice  it  for  the  present  to  say,  that  if, 
with  a  sincere  desire  of  self-improvement,  we  betake  ourselves  to  the  works 
of  our  greatest  writers,  we  must  do  so  not  merely  as  repositories  of  words, 
but  as  exciters  of  our  thoughts,  and  measurers  of  their  value ;  a  patient 
and  affectionate  study,  undertaken  with  this  double  view,  maybe  gradually 
rewarded. 

It  is  poor  nugatory  work,  almost  quackery,  to  open  a  discussion  upon 
the  figures  of  speech,  to  dwell  upon  the  powers  of  climax,  anticlimax,  alli- 
teration, antithesis  :  this  has  been  done  often  enough  already  in  books  on 
Rhetoric  and  Grammar.  It  may  be  very  well  to  know  what  such  things 
mean ;  but  when  men  are  actually  composing,  they  do  not,  and  ought  not 
to  think  to  themselves — Now  an  antithesis  will  tell ;  I  have  not  yet  had  a 
climax  and  it  must  be  about  time  for  one,  let  me  look  at  the  receipt  for  it.. 
The  use  of  such  forms  should  depend  on  the  nature  and  unconsciously 
created  habits  of  the  mind,  often  ultimately  traceable  to  an  admiring 
study  of  some  favourite  writer.  The  simple  had  better  be  left  in  their 
simplicity  than  taught  how  to  do  personification,  &c.  Supply  the  mind 
with  materials  of  language  and  thought,  give  good  models,  and  then  let 
it  assimilate  forms  and  words  according  to  its  nature.  That  is  the  only 
true  way  of  getting  a  characteristic  style. 


251 


LETTERS  OF  A  GERMAN  ON  ENGLISH  EDUCATION. 

Translated  from  the  German  of  Dr.  Weiss,  Professor  of  Joachimsthal 
College  at  Berlin.     Translated  by  Dr,  A.  Selfs. 

riRST    LETTEU. 

Origin,  Design,  and  Limits  of  the  Whole. — On  Dr,  ThomasAmold, — General 

Result  of  the  Writer's  Observations. 

Ilmenau,  near  Goiha,  August,  1850.    . 
Mt  dear  Abeken, 

Before  I  return  again  to  my  professional  duties,  after  my  travels  through 
England  and  Scotland,  I  purpose  to  spend  a  few  more  quiet  days  in  this^ 
delightful  valley,  with  a  view  to  collect  the  impressions  made  in  those 
countries.  I  lay  them  before  you,  as  on  the  journey  itself  I  thought  of  the 
lively  interest  you  would  take  in  everything  that  appeared  to  mc  of  im- 
portance, and  as,  according  to  our  old  custom  of  communication,  I  made 
my  observations  just  as  if  you  were  present.  What  you  may  expect  is 
neither  a  statistical  account  of  English  schools,  nor  a  description  of  Eng- 
lish domestic  education ;  for  either  purpose  it  would  have  been  necessary 
to  make  a  much  longer  stay  in  England.  But  I  believe  I  have  acquired  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  leading  principles  of  education  which  are  adopted 
in  the  higher  class  of  public  schools  that  correspond  with  our  own  gym- 
nasia, and  in  those  public  boarding-schools  that  may  be  compared  to  the 
College  of  Schulpforta  in  Saxony  and  to  our  institution  of  Joachimsthal  at 
Berlin.  Besides,  1  have  made  myself  acquainted  with  several  of  the  most 
important  educational  points  which  are  discussed  in  that  country  at  the 
present  moment,  so  that  I  consider  myself  able  to  give  an  account  of  them, 
without  attaching  to  all  my  remarks  any  higher  value  than  that  of  the  in- 
dividual observations  of  a  traveller,  which,  as  such,  lay  neither  claim  to 
completeness  nor  can  be  wholly  free  from  my  own  peculiar  ideas  on  the 
subject. 

Travellers  from  the  Continent  have  either  praised  or  wholly  depreciated 
English  institutions,  and  I  comprehend  perfectly  that  it  is  nearly  impossi- 
ble to  speak  on  England  sine  ird  et  studio.  Germans  will  always  more 
than  others  indulge  in  admiration  ;  for,  as  they  have  a  tendency  to  idolize 
things  distant  in  time  and  space,  they  overvalue  every  thing  that  belongs  to 
foreign  nations  with  injustice  towards  themselves  and  their  age,  an  incli- 
nation which  certainly  can  find  no  wider  field  than  it  would  find  in  Eng- 
land, where  so  many  things  existing  time  cut  of  mind,  and  others  just  come 
into  existence,  are  calculated  to  make  an  impression  on  them  and  to  dazzle. 

You  said  once  in  praise  of  our  native  country,  in  your  published  letter 
addressed  to  Dr.  Pusey,  that  it  was  not  according  to  the  system  of  our 
church  and  nation  ever  to  accept  anything  foreign  to  the  genius  of  the 
church  and  nation;  but  it  was,  on  the  ^contrary,  peculiar  to  Germans  to 
receive  institutions,  only  when  they  contained  spirit  and  life.  It  was  in 
the  confidence  of  a  noble  heart  that  you  wrote  thus.  After  the  experience 
of  late  years  you  would  scarcely  write  the  same.  Blind  imitation  is  as  perni- 
cious in  education  as  in  politics.  I  find  so  much  throughout  to  admire  in 
the  management  of  English  schools  that  I  cannot  think  thereon  without 
desiring  that  we  should  be  able  to  emulate  them,  but  far  am  I  from  recom- 
mending an  attempt  to  transplant  such  institutions  into  the  soil  of  "Our 
fatherland.  My  intention  is  only  to  describe  what  I  have  seen,  and  to  invite 
you  and  the  reader  of  these  pages  to  view  it  himself.     Every  description 
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T^ill  of  itself  be  in  some  measure  an  opinion,  though  I  have  thought  it  of 
less  importance  to  remark  on  faults  than  to  dwell  on  those  points  which 
-might  best  serve  for  ourselves  to  copy. 

Convinced  that  it  is  not  in  schools  them9elves  that  we  receive  best  intel- 
ligence about  them,  I  have  endeavoured  to  form  an  unbiased  opinion  by 
looking  into  life  as  well  as  into  schools,  and,  by  combining  these  views,  I 
Jiave  tried  to  arrive  at  my  result.  He  who  knows  that  all  the  educational 
wisdom  of  the  English  depends  on  the  degree  of  advancement  to  which 
public  life  has  come  there  in  general,  and  that  it  is  implied  in  the  history  of 
their  political  institutions,  will  no  longer  think  of  transplanting  their  prin- 
ciples of  education ;  the  diversity  of  the  soil  would  be  too  strong  an  impe- 
diment. However,  it  will  be  highly  expedient  to  examine  foreign  institu- 
"tions  and  to  compare  them  with  our  own,  in  order  to  determine  whether 
we  have  found  the  right  path  ;  and  it  will  be  the  more  so  in  a  time  like  the 
present,  in  which  scholastic  reforms  are  seriously  intended.  Even  sup- 
posing that  we  should  find  nothing  better  than  we  have,  it  would  afford  no 
little  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  join  in  preferring  our  own  institutions. 
— Felices,  sua  si  bona  norint. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  what  the  English  themselves  think  of  their  edu- 
cational system. 

That  a  people  so  practical  as  they  are  would  not  be  likely  to  praise 
eagerly  their  own  schools  I  was  prepared  to  find ;  they  would  have  been 
afraid  of  exciting  only  distrust  by  such  praises,  and  to  impair  even  that 
approbation  which  genuine  merit  never  fails  to  obtain.  Yet  I  did  not 
expect  to  encounter  so  much  surprise  as  was  expressed  respecting  my 
idea  of  crossing  the  channel  to  visit  the  English  schools.  "What,"  said 
they,  do  you  want  to  see  here  of  matters  of  this  kind  ?  Education 
is  in  deep  decay  in  this  country.  Of  schools  for  the  people  we  have 
scarcely  any,  and  what  our  young  people  learn  at  our  colleges  bears 
no  proportion  to  the  money  and  the  time  spent ;  for  what  is  it  they 
acquire  but  trash  learnt  by  heart,  and  a  useless  or  doubtful  skill  lo 
•writing  Latin  verses?  If  we  want  to  learn  how  schools  should  be 
kept,  we  must  go  into  your  country,  to  Prussia."  In  other,  though  few, 
places  I  have  observed  the  reverse — a  satisfaction  which  they  could  not  re- 
frain from  expressing.  A  certain  discontent  on  the  whole  present  state  of 
•education  1  discovered  in  many  persons,  some  of  whom,  I  am  sure,  spoke 
without  either  reserve  or  prejudice.  They  would  even  point  out  distinct 
and  unquestionable  defects.  And  yet,  if  I  should  express  my  published 
opinion,  I  do  not  think  that  these  defects  were  the  consequences  of  a  wrong 
system ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  had  been  caused  by  abuse  and  de- 
parture from  original  principles. 

England  appears  to  foreigners  in  two  forms,  and  it  is  not  so  easy  to  look 
through  that  which  is  the  genuine  one.  The  tourists  on  the  Rhine  and  m 
Switzerland  are  not  England,  for  we  cannot  expect  her  to  come  tous  m 
order  to  be  understood.  Nor  will  he  know  the  true  England  who  has 
formed  his  opinion  only  in  the  noisy  and  variegated  streets  of  London,  or 
by  a  summer  session  of  the  weary  inattentive  House  of  Parliament,  or  by 
her  modern  literature,  saving  its  scientific  publications.  Still  more  njis- 
taken  would  he  be  who  would  judge  her  by  some  abnormities  under  wbicn 
social  life  labours  there,  and  which  escape  not  the  eyes  even  of  ^}^^^ 
foreigners  as  have  never  seen  the  population  of  the  manufacturing  districts, 
nor  paid  attention  to  the  exterior  policy  of  the  English.  He  would  soon 
come  to  the  belief  that  they  serve  two  lords — God  and  Mammon,  whotn 
'they  would  wish  to  reconcile  with  each  other,  and  that  for  this  reason  they 
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sometimes  forget  that  justice  alone  is  true  prudence.  Those  that  measure 
whole  nations  and  the  morality  of  individuals  by  the  same  standard  will, 
after  seeing  the  abuses  or  depravity  of  a  few,  draw  their  conclusions  on  the 
whole,  and  foretell  destruction  to  the  proud  vessel  of  Britannia,  because 
below  in  her  hold  some  worms  have  been  gnawing  the  wood,  and  caused  » 
leak  no  longer  to  be  stopped.  If  we  will  form  a  just  judgment  of  a  nation, 
we  must  penetrate  into  her  substantial  parts;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  no 
quick-sighted  observer  will  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  admit  that,  however 
dark  and  strangely  coloured  the  surface  of  public  life  in  England  may 
appear,  there  is  beneath  it  great  solidity  and  vital  power,  and  much  sound 
substance  and  vigour. 

This  genuine  England  I  am  going  to  describe  with  regard  to  her  educa* 
tional  institutions  ;  and  as  I  shall  not  forbear  to  censure  whenever  she  has 
appeared  to  me  no  longer  like  herself,  1  am  quite  aware  of  the  objections 
that  others  possibly  will  raise  against  me.  The  question  would  always  be 
whether  any  more  than  isolated  and  single  observations  supported  their 
different  views.  I  myself  am,  indeed,  not  conBdent  that  I  may  not  have 
formed  some  hasty  conclusions ;  yet  I  can  declare  it  my  firm  persuasion 
that  those  are  right  who  think  that  English  schools  and  universities,  by 
those  things  which  they  have  done  and  are  still  performing,  far  outweigh 
that  which  they  have  left  undone  and  do  not  perform. 

My  desire  of  acquiring  the  principles  of  English  education  arose,  as  yoit 
know,  my  dear  friend,  from  perusing  the  life  of  Dr.  Thomas  Arnold,  head 
master  of  Rugby.  Partly  his  excellent  biography  by  Carl  Heintz,  partly 
his  own  writings,  drew  my  attention  to  him,  and  I  felt  it  still  increasing  by 
the  personal  communications  of  his  English  biographer,  Arthur  Stanley,, 
whom  J  was  so  happy  as  to  meet  in  England.  Arnold*s  educational 
talents,  it  is  true,  were  rather  to  be  seen  by  his  plans  of  scholastic  refom^ 
than  by  their  application,  as  they  have  had  few  followers;  besides,  it  is  as- 
true  that  the  perfect  success  of  his  labours  depended  chiefly  on  the  per- 
son  of  this  accomplished  roaster  himself.  Thus  it  was  at  least  doubtful 
whether  I  should  be  able  to  trace  yet  now,  under  Arnold's  second  succes- 
sor, the  same  spirit  which  he  had  rendered  predominant  at  Rugby.  That 
notwithstanding  all  these  and  other  reflections  I  have  not  given  up  my 
intention,  affords  to  me  now  no  small  satisfaction.  I  have  plunged  into^ 
the  moral  life  of  England,  and  it  has  left  with  me  the  same  impression 
which  a  refreshing  bath  leaves  on  the  limbs. 

I  have,  perhaps  it  was  only  accidental,  failed  to  meet  with  a  head 
master  who  was  exactly  like  the  idea  which  I  had  formed  of  Arnold,  nor 
have  I  seen  a  school  pervaded  throughout  by  this  spirit.  But  Arnold^ 
however  he  may  be  considered  a  model  for  masters,  was  no  more  than 
others  a  representative  of  English  character ;  and  his  qualities,  and  the 
eminent  features  of  his  school  were  thoroughly  English  and  deeply  rooted 
in  the  character  of  the  nation.  What  they  consist  of  and  what  I  observe 
to  be  the  points  of  superiority  in  English  public  schools,  however  defective 
they  may  be  in  other  points,  is  chiefly  this :  English  schools,  without  ex- 
ception, know  better  than  other  schools  how  to  preserve  and  confirm  the 
manliness  and  moral  maturity  of  the  rising  generation  ;  whereas  we  cannot 
vindicate  our  schools  from  the  censure,  so  often  heard  of  late,  that  they^ 
forget  the  practical  part  of  education  and  do  not  form  any  men,  in  the 
ancient  meaning  of  the  word,  to  serve  our  country — a  fact,  for  whicl> 
indeed  other  circumstances  must  account,  and  that  is  therefore  not  alway»^ 
to  be  considered  as  their  own  fault. 
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Thus  I  might  express  in  a  few  words  the  entire  result  of  my  observa- 
tions.    In  knowledge  our  schools  are  far  advanced  above  those  of  Eng- 
land, but  their  education  is  more  efficient  with  regard  to  the  endowments 
.  which  it  affords  for  life. 


SECOND   LETTER. 

Dificulty  of  acquiring  Information  respecting  English  Schools, — Public  Schools 
and  Grammar  Schools. — First  Impression  produced  by  a  View  of  English 
School  Boys. — Their  High  Spirit,  Sincerity,  and  open  Demeanour. — Education 
by  Means  of  Custom  and  Habit. — Personality  of  the  Masters. 

A  FOREIGNER  who  wants  to  know  English  school  life  has  much  trouble  in 
accomplishing  his  purpose.  The  chief  reason  of  this  consists  in  two 
things  that  are  the  very  reverse  of  what  they  are  in  Prussia :  partly  in  the 
€ntire  absence  of  organical  connexion  between  the  different  establish- 
ments, for  there  are  no  such  authorities  common  to  them  like  the  Ministry 
of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Provincial  School  Councils  of  Prussia  ;  and 
-partly  in  the  flat  refusal  he  will  meet  with  to  the  request  to  be  present 
during  schopl  time ;  only  in  Scotland  and  the  lower  English  schools  have 
I  found  the  refusal  less  frequent. 

At  first  the  great  variety  of  schools  existing  leave  an  impression  of  dis- 
order and  confusion.  Every  school  keeps  its  own  way,  the  larger  it  is  the 
more  it  does  so.  It  is  responsible  to  nobody  but  public  opinion,  and  is 
eagerly  desirous  to  maintain  this  state  of  independence,  if  even  centraliza« 
tion  were  less  disliked  than  it  is  in  England.  As  such  are  the  circum- 
stances, a  foreigner  does  often  not  know  to  whom  he  shall  apply  for  the 
permission  to  enter  the  school.  I,  at  least,  have  been  very  often  puzzled 
on  this  account,  though  I  cannot  but  own  my  gratitude  for  the  readiness 
with  which  the  kindness  of  our  ambassador  at  London  favoured  my  pur- 
poses. The  great  respect  he  enjoys  on  account  of  his  literary  reputation 
no  less  than  his  diplomatic  character,  opened  for  me  many  a  door  which 
would  else  have  been  shut.  There  is  a  kind  of  indifference  and  reserve 
shown  by  the  English  towards  foreigners,  which  nothing  is  able  to  dispel 
but  an  honourable  letter  of  introduction,  and  eren  this  will  not  prove 
sufficient  to  gain  admittance  to  the  lessons  or  evening  hours.  We  can 
boast  of  more  liberality ;  for  we  allow  any  body  to  enter  the  school-room 
during  the  lessons,  merely  on  the  ground  of  his  own  personal  recom- 
mendation. 

Yet,  whenever  they  saw  that  I  had  a  real  purpose,  and  made  special 
questions,  I  found  them  ever  ready  and  civil  in  meeting  my  views.  In 
this  regard  I  owe  much  to  Mr.  Joseph  Kay,  Archdeacon  Hale,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Jelf  Principal  of  King's  College,  Dr.  Hawtrey  head  master  of  Eton, 
and  to  other  gentlemen.  Sometimes  I  received  invitations  to  meetings, 
and  for  public  school  festivals  ;  others  sent  to  me  programmes ;  and  when 
the  lady  of  our  friend  Ernst  Bunsen,  a  near  relative  to  the  late  Elizabeth 
Fry,  had  happened  to  speak  of  me  and  my  intentions  to  the  American 
Ambassador,  Sir  Abbot  Lawrence,  this  gentleman,  who  had  never  seen 
me,  was  kind  enough  to  send  me,  the  other  morning,  two  volumes  on  the 
present  state  of  schools  i:i  America,  as  a  present.  The  ensuing  pages 
must  show  whether  I  have  availed  myself  of  these  resources,  consisting 
partly  in  so  many  oral  communications  that  I  had  from  very  different 
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quarters,  partly  in  the  printed  school  programmes;  and  whether  at  the 
right  place  I  have  had  a  clear  view  of  my  subject. 

Nothing  can  account  for  the  fact,  that  there  exists  such  a  variety  of 
schools  in  England,  and  no  universal  school  system^  but  the  zeal  of  so 
many  wealthy  communities,  and  the  patriotic  generosity  of  a  great  many 
private  persons,  who  either  by  their  activity  during  life,  or  by  posthumous 
munificence,  helped  to  create  this  number  of  places  for  instruction.    They 
•established  them  just  where  they  chose,  or  where  they  thought  them 
necessary.    Thus,  local  influence,  besides  the  difference  in  the  wants,  co- 
-operated  with  religious  considerations,  and  such  restrictions  as  the  statutes 
of  a  school  implied.     I  have  amongst  them  chiefly  examined  the  public 
schools  and  grammar  schools,  which  are  similar  to  our  own  gymnasia. 
Universities  I  could  not  well  pass  over;  for  they  teach  in  England  still  a 
great  part  of  our  gymnasial  instruction,  and  besides,  they  are  in  so  close 
connexion  with  grammar  schools,  that  any  reform  of  the  one  would  also 
touch  the  others.    Of  schools  for  the  people,  and  their  present  state,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  take  some  notice  too,  as  there  are  now  in  England 
so  many  discussions  going  on  about  this  subject. 

With  the  gymnasia  of  Prussia,  whose  number  amounts  to  about  one 
hundred  and  ^fty  in  all,  only  few  establishments  in  England  can  be  com- 
pared. Before  all  others,  I  must  mention  as  such  the  five  large  public 
-schools  at  Winchester,  Eton,  Westminster,  Harrow,  Rugby,  the  old  and 
large  imperial  colleges  of  the  kingdom.  Besides  these  there  are  some 
establishments  of  a  different  age,  that  prepare  also  for  the  university,  as 
the  old  Charter  House  at  London,  receiving  boarders  besides;  others  that 
do  not,  as  the  Merchant  Taylors'  School,  St. Paul's  School  (the  old  Schola 
"Coletana,  founded  by  John  Coler,  a  friend  of  Erasmus).  Of  late  there 
has  been  added,  in  London,  King's  College.  There  are  several  in  other 
towns;  for  instance,  at  Birmingham,  King  Edward's  Grammar  School, 
and  the  old  and  excellent  school  of  Shrewsbury.  Besides,  there  are 
numerous  schools  for  Dissenters.  All  these  have  similar  objects  to  our 
own*  gymnasia.  But  one  circumstance  must  be  well  regarded,  namely 
this,  that  those  British  Colleges  do  not  bring  their  pupils  up  for  a  voca- 
tion on  which  they  might  fix  later,  but  bestowon  them  a  liberal  education 
^f  quite  a  general  character,  whereas  our  gymnasia  are  frequented  only 
by  those  who  are  intended  to  enter  into  the  different  branches  of  em- 
ployments which  the  state  offers. 

I  ought  still  to  add,  that  there  are  joined  to  some  hospitals  several 
schools,  also  similar  to  our  gymnasia.  Such  are,  for  instance,  the  large 
Blue-coat,  or  Christ's  Hospital  School  at  London,  and  those  combined 
-with  the  foundations  of  George  Heriot,  and  George  and  John  Watson,  at 
Edinburgh.  Yet  I  intend  only  to  name  such  specimens  of  English  schools 
as  I  have  visited,  and  I  mean  not  to  state  an  exact  account  of  the  entire 
number  of  public  schools.  There  are,  besides  them,  numerous  private 
institutions.  I  have  heard  of  some  well  directed  boarding-schools  in  the 
vicinity  of  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  Birmingham,  where  there  are 
several  German  masters.  A  step  below  these,  there  comes  still  a  large 
sphere  of  private  school  industry,  into  which  I  shall  not  descend.  All 
that  I  have  seen  of  them  is  little  in  their  commendation.  Particularly  in 
the  choice  of  assistant  masters,  the  principals  of  such  schools  are  by  no 
means  scrupulous.  Led  by  force  of  gain,  they  engage  as  teachers  of  their 
pupils  indiyiduals  utterly  incompetent,  for  there  is  no  public  trial  required 
for  being  a  master.    Thus  I  happened,  once  or  twice,  in  travelling  0¥er 
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the  country,  to  fall  in  with  ushers  exposed  to  the  well  deserved  mockery 
of  their  own  schoolboys.  There  are,  of  course,  in  England,  as  there  are 
everywhere,  parents  who  avail  themselves  of  cheap  schools,  in  order  more 
easily  to  get  rid  of  the  charge  of  bringing  up  their  children. 

As  I  said,  the  celebrated  schools  above  mentioned  are  not  government 
institutions,  and  the  state  has  no  title  to  direct  or  administer  them. 
Nevertheless,  they  educate  the  younger  generations,  from  age  to  age,  for 
the  good  of  the  commonwealth,  and  under  the  influence  of  its  ruling 
priciples.  They  owe  their  origin  to  the  foundations  of  kings,  bishops, 
rich  proprietors,  and  corporations,  and  have  partly  been  enriched  by  the 
funds  of  former  monasteries.  Accordingly,  it  is  either  the  king  or  a  council 
of  trustees  that  appoint  the  head  master,  from  candidates  who  may  offer 
themselves.  The  power  with  which  he  is  entrusted  is  very  extensive,  par- 
ticularly in  schools  where  boarders  are  taken.  His  position  as  the  head 
master  of  the  school,  entitles  him  to  make  all  arrangements.  He  fixes 
the  rules  of  discipline ;  he  determines  the  plan  of  lessons ;  he  chooses 
and  dismisses  all  the  masters ;  nor  is  he  bound  to  give  account  of  his 
school  to  any  authority,  or  to  send  in  lists,  as  is  obligatory  in  Prussia. 
Having  once  been  appointed  head  master,  he  is  at  once  supposed  to  fulfil 
conscientiously  all  the  duties  combined  with  his  task.  At  Eugby,  the 
trustees  assemble  only  once  a  year,  and  deliberate  on  economical  affairs 
connected  with  the  school.  Thus,  in  England,  the  character  of  a  head 
master  far  more  determines  that  of  his  school  than  it  does  in  Germany, 
and  the  entire  unity  which  a  school  requires  is  there  better  preserved. 


EXTRACTS  FROM   THE    ANTS  BOOK,  OR  GUIDE  TO  A  RA- 
TIONAL EDUCATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

Translated  from  the  German  of  C,  G,  Salzmann, 

{Continued from  p»  212.) 

I  NOW  come  to  the  most  important  part  of  education,  accustoming  the 
children  to  morality,  or  to  acting  according  to  certain  correct  rules.  Where 
this  is  wanting,  the  remaining  education  has  little  or  no  value.  I  will  sup- 
pose a  youth  who,  in  the  hands  of  his  teacher,  became  healthy  and 
strong,  acquired  great  skill  and  developed  all  his  mental  powers,  but  who 
now  employs  all  these  advantages  to  procure  the  gratification  of  his  evil 
propensities ;  what  has  been  gained  by  this  education  ?  For  him,  nothing ; 
he  is  without  the  true  dignity  of  man,  which  consists  in  the  freedom  or 
power  to  govern  his  propensities,  and  to  act  on  correct  principles ;  and  he 
will  never  be  happy,  as  there  is  no  other  happiness  for  man  than  that 
which  arises  from  the  consciousness  of  having  done  our  duty,  or  of  having 
thus  acted.  And  for  human  society,  he  will  also  do  little.  He  will  do 
nothing  for  it  that  does  not  procure  the  gratification  of  his  desires^  and 
he  will  cause  mischief  in  it,  if  he  can  thereby  attain  his  object.  The 
more  his  faculties  are  developed,  the  more  superior  is  he  to  others  ;  the 
less  they  can  resist,  the  more  dangerous  is  he  to  society. 

What  is  the  use  of  enlarging  further  upon  this  subject  ?  The  truth 
is  already  acknowledged,  almost  universally,  and  it  is  treated  of  in  nearly 
every  book  upon  education.  But  what  are  the  results?  Do  we  not 
everywhere  see  moral  monsters^  on  whose  instruction  and  development 
much  pains  have  nevertheless  been  bestowed  ?  The  cause  is  sought  for 
partly  in  the  depravity  of  human  nature,  partly  in  the  defectiveness  ol 
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moral  principles ;  but  I  believe  that  it  lies  in  erroneous  training.  I  will 
not  argue  the  point;  but  I  may  be  alloNved  to  state  my  own  opinion, 
founded  on  experience. 

The  new-born  child  cannot  walk,  and  the  motives  of  its  actions  are  its 
sensations.  Whatever  produces  agreeable  sensations  it  seeks,  whatever 
-causes  disagreeable  sensations  it  avoids.  Here  there  is  no  reference  to 
religion  or  morality  visible.  If  this  is  to  be  termed  moral  depravity,  let 
it  be  so;  but,  in  that  case,  I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  call  the  inability  to  walk, 
the  physical  depravity  of  human  nature. 

Since  leading-strings  and  go-carts  have  been  done  away  with,  the  phy- 
sical depravity  disappears  gradually,  and  the  children  learn  first  to  walk, 
and  then  to  run  and  jump.  Do  away  with  the  moral  go-carts  and  lead- 
ing-strings, and  the  moral  man  will  develope  himself  just  as  well,  and  will 
begin  at  first  to  act  well,  and  then  to  act  nobly. 

What  are  then  these  moral  leading-stringjs  ?  The  commands  and  pro- 
hibitions, and  the  artificial  means  wherewith  it  is  sought  to  accustom  the 
children  to  obey  them.  Man  has  a  natural  aversion  to  all  commands  and 
prohibitions,  as  such.  He  always  likes  to  do  his  own  will.  If  you  doubt 
^this,  reader,  only  observe  what  passes  in  your  own  breast  when  your  liberty 
is  restrained.  Immediately  the  child's  mental  powers  begin  to  develope 
themselves,  this  aversion  appears.  If  we  now  attempt  to  lead  them  by 
means  of  commands  and  prohibitions,  and  the  rewards  and  punishments 
attached  to  them,  obstinacy  and  dislike  to  the  commander  arise ;  there  is 
an  endeavour  to  evade  his  laws,  and  when  the  connexion  with  the  law- 
giver terminates,  then  licentiousness  commences,  because  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  the  gratification  of  the  desires  which  they  have  all  along  en- 
tertained, but  which  they  have  been  obliged  to  suppress. 

Let  the  child,  therefore,  always  do  its  own  will,  and  it  will  become 
good. 

You  are  astounded  at  this  assertion  !  You  ask,  **  What  is  the  use  of 
teachers,  if  the  child  is  always  to  do  its  own  will?" 

What  I  mean  is  this.    The  teacher  should  seek  to  bring  the  pupil  to  do 
right,  not  because  he  is  bidden  by  others,  and  forbidden  to  do  the  con- 
'trary,  not  because  he  has  to  expect  a  reward  from  obedience  to  a  com- 
mand and  punishment  from  the  transgression  of  it,  but  because  he  himself 
desires  to  do  so. 

Do  we  now  agree  ?  I  hope  so.  The  only  question  is,  how  to  bring  the 
child  to  desire  to  do  right.  This  task  is  difficult  or  not  diflScult,  just  ac- 
cording to  the  way  in  which  we  set  about  it.  In  my  opinion,  two  things 
are  necessary  to  its  accomplishment : — 

1.  That  we  always  speak  the  truth  to  the  child,  or  give  it  a  correct 
view  of  its  duties. 

2.  That  we  bring  the  child  to  perceive  and  understand  the  truth. 

If  we  have  accomplished  thus  much,  the  child  will  desire  to  do  right, 
and  will  only  require  slightly  reminding  of  its  duty  from  time  to  time,  in 

•  order  to  bring  it  back  from  its  aberrations,  which  will  certainly  not  fail 
to  occur. 

Let  the  teacher^  then,  always  adhere  to  the  truth  in  his  admonitions. 

*  Children  have  an  uncommonly  acute  perception  of  truth, which,  however, 
renders  every  untruth  obvious  to  them.  Whoever,  therefore,  tries  to  lead 
his  children  to  do  right  by  means  of  falsehood,  is  certainto  lose  his  aim. 

"  Don't  cry,  my  child,"  said  a  woman,  as  she  was  taking  her  child 
tbrough  a  field,  **  there  are  mice  in  the  field  which  will  come  out  and  bite 
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you,  if  they  hear  you  crying."  The  child  was  silent  for  a  few  moments; 
but  as  it  again  began  to  cry,  and  no  mice  appeared,  it  cried  louder  thaa 
before. 

But  do  those  teachers  act  more  rationally  who  promise  their  pupils 
results  from  the  performance  of  duty,  which  are  entirely  accidental  and 
threaten  them  for  neglect  of  it  with  punishments  which  just  as  rarely 
happen  as  a  crying  child's  being  bitte*  by  a  mouse  7 

For  example,  you  want  to  bring  a  child  addicted  to  lying  to  speak  the 
truth.  You  may  say,  "  He  who  lies  will  steal,  and  if  you  continue  to  be  a 
liar,  you  will  become  a  thief,  and  so,  at  last,  come  to  the  gallows.^'  Is  this, 
then,  true  ?  But  you  may  say  somewhat  more  emphatically,  **  Child,  if 
you  lie,  people  will  not  believe  you.  This  would  be  a  sad  misfortune  (or 
you."     This  is  true,  and  that  it  is  true  the  child  easily  perceives. 

Do  not  those  teachers  also  fall  into  the  same  error  who  make  duties  of 
many  things  which  the  children  are,  nevertheless,  not  bound  to  do?  Must 
they  not  adduce  utterly  false  reasons,  in  order  to  justify  their  demands? 

For  example,  if  you  want  to  make  the  children  understand  their  obli- 
gation to  abstain  from  all  recreation  out  of  doors,  and  to  sit  still  eight 
hours  daily,  how  will  you  do  it,  without  speaking  falsehoods  ?  And  how 
can  we  expect  children  to  believe  and  to  act  according  to  what  is  not 
true  ? 

If  we  want  to  make  children  understand  the  truth,  according  to  which 
they  are  to  act,  we  must  never  forget  whom  we  have  before  us — no{  men, 
but  creatures  who  are  becoming  men,  whose  reasoning  powers  are  still 
small.  All  long  connected  admonitions,  all  abstract  principles,  which 
reason  alone  can  comprehend,  are  ineffectual ;  the  children  do  not  under- 
stand one  word  of  them. 

But  they  have  an  imitative  faculty,  which  inclines  them  to  copy  erery 
thing  that  pleases  them  in  others.  Of  this  we  must  take  advantage ;  we 
must  place  before  them  in  true  or  invented  stories,  models  of  the  conduct 
to  which  we  wish  to  lead  them,  and  describe  these  so  vividly,  that  they 
shall  think  they  see  them  standing  before  them,  and  so  pleasantly,  that 
they  shall  resolVe  in  themselves  to  act  in  the  same  manner.  But  we  most 
avoid  applying  the  stories  directly  to  them,  and  exhorting  them  to  act 
similarly,  for  the  children  are  to  do  their  own  wilL  If  we  let  them  make 
the  application  themselves,  and  they  take  the  resolution  so  to  act,  they 
do  their  own  will. 

I  have  had  great  experience  of  the  efficacy  of  this  kind  of  instruction. 
Frequently,  not  always,  but  frequently,  in  ^vfvag  my  first  instruction  ii^ 
morality y  when  I  have  been  just  in  the  humour  for  representing  a  certain 
model  to  my  pupils  in  a  very  vivid  manner,  they  have  surrounded  me  at 
the  end  of  the  lesson,  and  said,  '<  O  father,  let  us  do  so  too." 

The  children  have  also  understandings,  enabling  them  to  comprehend 
whatever  is  represented  to  them  in  a  descriptive  manner.  Of  these,  also, 
we  must  take  advantage ;  we  must  endeavour  to  make  the  obligation  (o 
do  so,  and  not  otherwise,  as  intelligible  to  them  as  possible.  As  soon  as 
they  understand  it,  the  resolution  to  act  accordingly  will  certainly  follow. 

For  this  a  ptculiar  tact  is  requisite,  which  can  only  be  acquired  by 
practice.  We  are  not  at  all  times  in  the  humour  for  it,  and  then  we  do 
better  to  delay  the  lesson  till  we  feel  ourselves  properly  disposed.  TheSi 
however,  we  can  work  wonders. 

Of  the  many  instances  of  this  which  I  have  had,  I  will  only  relate  one, 
which  occurred  recently.    Some  time  ago,  my  foster-sons  fell  into  the 
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bad  habit  of  losing  the  keys  to  their  cupboards  and  boxes.  As  there 
was  an  accommodating  locksmith  near,  who  made  them  three  keys  at 
once,  they  set  no  value  whatever  upon  them.  I  might  have  given  them 
sharp  reproofs^  I  might  have  attached  a  severe  punishment  to  the  loss  of 
a  key,  and  I  might  have  done  many  other  things  that  would  have  had 
no  effect.  But,  just  because  I  foresaw  that  none  of  these  would  be  of 
any  avail,  I  preferred  doing  nothing  at  all,  and  for  a  time  let  them  lose 
as  many  keys  as  they  liked.  At  last  it  occurred  to  me  how  I  could 
render  obvious  to  them  the  obligation  to  take  care  of  their  keys. 

Accordingly,  as  they  were  once  standing  before  me  in  rank  and  file,  I 
held  up  a  key,  and  said,  "  Attention  !  Now,  my  dear  friends,  I  am  going 
to  give  a  lesson  upon — the  Key.  The  material  of  which  the  key  gene- 
rally consists  is  iron.  With  respect  to  its  construction,  we  observe  this 
part,  which  is  called  the  wards,  this  part,  which  is  the  shank,  and  this, 
which  is  the  handle. 

"  This,  of  course,  you  all  knew  long  ago.  I  will  now  tell  you  some-- 
thing  of  which  at  least  two-thirds  of  you  are  ignorant,  namely,  what  a 
key  really  is.  If  you  had  known  this,  you  would  certainly  have  set  a 
greater  value  upon  your  keys.  Attention !  (The  following  words  were 
spoken  slowly,  and  with  great  emphasis.)  A  key  is  the  instrument  by 
means  of  which  we  open  the  receptacle  to  which  it  belongs.  If,  there- 
fore, I  lose  the  key  to  my  cupboard,  the  finder  acquires  the  means  of 
opening  my  cupboard.  If  I  lose  several  keys,  the  domestics,  the  work- 
men, the  day-labourers,  the  beggars  who  come  into  our  houses,  acquire, 
one  after  an  other,  the  means  of  opening  my  cupboard.  In  this  case,  I 
should  do  better  not  to  lock  my  cupboard  at  all ;  I  should  then  spare 
myself  the  trouble  of  shutting  and  opening  it,  for  to  shut  it  would  be  use- 
less. That  it  is  possible  not  to  lose  on^'s  key,  the  one  which  I  have  in 
my  hand  will  prove,  for  I  had  it  made  in  the  year  1766,  and  it  is  now, 
therefore,  nearly  forty  years  old.''  With  these  words  I  went  away,  and 
left  the  assembly  to  their  own  reflections. 

The  consequence  of  this  was,  that  the  key-losing  immediately  ceased, 
and  that,  in  the  two  months  which  have  since  elapsed,  no  single  one  of 
my  foster-sons  has  found  it  necessary  to  have  a  new  key  made.  And 
wherein  lies  the  magic  power  by  which  this  was  effected  ? 

1.  In  raising  the  expectation  of  all,  and  thus  securing  their  attention, 
by  the  strange  manner  in  which  I  introduced  my  lesson. 

2.  In  placing  the  worth  of  keys  and  the  obligation  to  take  care  of  them 
in  a  very  clear  light. 

3.  In  bringing  them  by  this  means  to  understand  the  obligation  to 
take  care  of  their  keys,  and  to  resolve  themselves  to  do  so. 

I  gave  this  lesson  publicly,  because  it  concerned  a  fault  which  was 
almost  general.  We  must  avoid  doing  so  when  we  want  to  bring  a  single 
child  to  perform  a  duty  or  to  abandon  a  fault.  If  we  do  so,  we  shall  cer- 
tainly miss  our  aim ;  for  the  effect  of  public  admonitions  that  have 
reference  to  a  certain  individual  is  always  a  sense  of  shame,  which  pro- 
duces a  sort  of  insensibility  that  renders  the  individual  unable  to  pay 
attention ;  animosity,  too,  is  often  excited  against  the  admonisher,  which 
generates  the  resolution  not  to  obey  the  admonition. 

Further,  the  children  have  senses,  which  we  must  also  make  use  of. 
This  is  done  when  we  express  by  tone  and  look  what  we  mean.  As  I 
have  already  spoken  above  on  this  point,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer 
upon  it  here.     I  will  only  add,  that  it  is  highly  important  to  act  by  this 
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means  upon  cliildreD  who  cannot  yet  understand  reason.  Whoever  knows 
how  to  do  this  will  accomplish  more  by  a  look  or  a  word^  which  expresses 
approval  or  displeasure,  than  another  by  a  long  sermon. 

I  foresee  the  objections  that  will  be  made  to  this  mode  of  education,  and 
pass  over  them  in  silence,  because  every  thinking  person  can  easily  refute 
them.  There  is  only  one  which  I  cannot  leave  unnoticed.  **  The  child," 
it  will  be  said,  **  must  learn  to  obey,  if  it  is  to  be  fitted  for  society.  What 
is  to  become  of  society,  if  members  are  admitted  who  are  accustomed  to  do 
no  will  but  their  own?  The  political  revolutions,  the  regicides,  that  have 
liappened  in  our  days,  are  the  fruits  of  the  liberal  education  which  the  young 
now  receive." 

My  dear  friends,  only  think  of  the  young  ladies  in  N ,  who  die  of 

nervous  disorders  since  the  Schnepfenthal  boys  have  bathed  in  cold  water! 
Revolutions  and  regicides  have  just  as  much  connexion  with  liberal  educa- 
tion as  the  nervous  disorders  of  the  young  ladies  in  N with  the  cold 

bathing  of  the  Schnepfenthal  boys.  What?  Have,  then,  the  notorious 
political  revolutionists  been  educated  according  to  the  method  recom- 
mended here?  Or  have  those  who  have  been  so  educated  distinguished 
themselves  by  insubordination  ?  And  if  one  out  of  hundreds  did  so,  what 
does  that  prove  ?  Let  us  endeavour  to  convince  the  young  (and  how  easy 
is  this !)  that  it  is  their  duty  to  obey  the  commands  of  those  who  are  set 
over  them,  and  to  bring  them  to  make  it  rule  to  do  so.  They  will  then 
be  always  disposed  to  obey  the  laws,  without  its  being  necessary,  in 
every  particular  instance,  to  explain  to  them  the  reasons  for  so  doing. 

Of  course  I  take  for  granted  that  2i  judicious  teacher  does  not  treat  his 
pupils  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  that  he  gives  them  no  commands  which 
are  not  based  upon  true  reasons.  I  must  certainly  allow  that,  in  the 
future,  the  pupil  will  probably  come  into  positions  where  he  will  meet 
-with  arbitrary  and  injudicious  treatment.  But  are  we  to  treat  children  in* 
judiciously  in  order  that  they  may  be  accustomed  to  the  injudicious 
treatment  which  awaits  them  ?  This  would,  indeed,  be  a  strange  thing  to 
require  of  us. 

We  should  prepare  them  for  it,  show  them  by  examples  what  arbitrary 
treatment  we  must  sometimes  put  up  with,  and  make  them  understand 
our  obligation  to  submit  to  it,  so  long  as  we  are  dependent  on  the  person 
«o  acting,  and  he  does  not  require  us  to  do  anything  which  we  hold  to  be 
wrong. 

If,  then,  my  young  friends,  you  wish  to  devote  yourselves  to  education, 
you  must  of  necessity  learn  to  make  practical  truths  so  plain  to  children, 
that  they  shall  understand  them,  receive  them,  make  a  rule  of  following 
tbem,  and  thus  do  their  own  will.  If  you  merely  accustom  them  by  all 
sorts  of  artificial  means  to  do  your  will,  you  make  their  whole  morality  a 
windmill,  which  stands  still  as  soon  as  removed  from  an  elevation  into  a 
valley,  where  the  wind  cannot  act  upon  it.  If  you  preach  the  truth 
to  them,  without  caring  whether  or  not  they  understand  it,  you  educate 
children  on  whom,  as  you  are  accustomed  to  say,  all  your  labour  is  lost, 
with  whom  no  talking,  no  admonishing  is  of  any  use,  of  whom  you  com- 
plain that  you  always  preach  to  deaf  ears.  The  cause  lies,  not  in  their 
xleaf  ears,  but  in  your  dull  language,  because  you  have  not  learned  to 
4speak  so  as  to  reach  the  soul  through  the  ears. 

Instead,  then,  of  breaking  your  heads  over  the  highest  principles  of 
morality,  learn  to  render  universally  acknowledged  practical  truths  intelli- 
gible and  pleasing  to  children. 
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The  advantage  which  ensues  is  great — very  great.  As  soon  as  the  child 
desires  to  do  right,  it  educates  itself;  and  fifty  children  who  are  so  inclined 
are  easier  to  manage  than  a  single  one  who  has  never  yet  thought  of  be- 
coining  good.  As  soon  as  a  boy  wishes  to  learn  a  language,  he  learns  it^ 
and  in  one  single  lesson  he  makes  more  progress  than  another  who  receives 
instruction  in  it  from  morning  till  night,  but  does  not  care  about  learn- 
ing it. 

As  soon  as  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  children  give  evidence  of  a 
capacity  for  abstract  ideas,  we  must  impart  a  higher  sanction  to  the  prac- 
tical truths  which  we  have  taught  them,  by  endeavouring  to  convince 
them  that  those  truths  are  God's  will. 

Here,  again,  much  will  depend  on  the  teacher's  manner.  He  must 
speak  so  confidently  and  impressively,  that  his  hearers  shall  feel  con- 
vinced that  he  himself  believes  with  his  whole  heart,  everything  he  says  ;. 
he  must  be  able  to  support  the  truth  with  such  reasons,  that  no  doubt  of 
it  shall  remain  in  their  minds. 

(To  be  continued,) 
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{Continued  from  p.  123.) 

This  discrepancy  still  continues ;  and  it  is  now  more  observable,  and 
consequently  more  perplexing  to  uneducated  persons,  because  the  advo- 
cates of  the  respective  terminations  are  more  equally  balanced  than  they 
were  at  the  time  at  which  Dr.  Webster  published  his  dictionary  (1828). 
At  that  time.  Dr.  Johnson's  mode  of  spelling  these  two  words  had  become 
general,  and  it  remained  so  until  the  influence  of  Dr.  Webster's  dictionary 
began  to  be  distinctly  felt  in  this  country,  which  was  several  years  later 
(about  1840).  Since  then  the  breach  has  again  been  gradually  widened 
by  the  adherents  of  Dr.  Webster,  as  it  had  formerly  been  by  those  of  Dr. 
Johnson,  and,  at  present,  the  opposing  forces  are  pretty  nearly  equal.* 
Perhaps  Dr.  Webster  has  the  greater  number  of  adherents  in  regard  to 
instructor^  but  Dr.  Johnson  has  certainly  an  equivalent  preponderance  in 
favour  of  visiter.  What  course  the  contest  will  now  pursue  it  is  impossible- 
to  say.  We  will  do  our  part  towards  terminating  it,  by  attempting  ta 
adjudge  the  matter  in  dispute  between  the  two  parties. 

Dr.  Johnson's  reason  for  departing  from  the  usage  of  his  time  in  respect 
to  these  two  words  appears  to  have  been,  that  they  were  formed  from 
English  verbs,  in  the  same  way  as  establisher,  proposer,  manager,  en- 
chanter,  conjurer,  and  not  adopted  bodily  from  the  Latin,  like  rector^ 
compositor,  calculator,  procurator,  negociator,  curator.  That  he  did  not 
introduce  the  discrepancy  by  an  oversight  is  certain,  because  he  remarks, 
under  instructer,  that  the  word  is  often  written  instructor,  and  under  the 
word  preceding  Visitor,  he  spells  the  name  of  an  occasional  judge  visitor, 
evidently  with  the  idea  of  making  the  distinction  between  the  two  words 
which  the  derivation  of  one  from  visit,  and  the  other  from  visitator,  would 
require^  although  by  a  strange  inconsistency,  he  gives  the  same  form  (vi- 


*  We  may  mention  as  an  illustration  of  this  change,  that  the  title  of  the  well-knowtt 
icfof  elementary  works  published  by  Mr.  Parker,  was  at  first  "  The  Instructer, 
subsequently,  "The  Instructor." 
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siter)  for  both,  immediately  after.  He  had  a  perception  of  tlie  proper  ana- 
logies to  which  words  of  this  class  ought  to  conform,  for  the  above  dis- 
tinction is  undoubtedly  the  only  true  and  satisfactory  standard  that  can  be 
set  up  in  the  matter.  But  he  did  not  carry  this  principle  through  his 
dictionary.  As  Dr.  Webster  remarks^  in  the  passage  quoted  above,  m- 
structor  and  visitor  are  only  two  out  of  a  hundred  or  more  words  which, 
according  to  this  rule,  would  have  to  be  altered,  and  which  in  Dr.  John- 
son's dictionary  are  retained  with  the  usual  spelling.  We  may  apply  to 
Dr.  Johnson,  therefore,  and  with  more  truth,  the  line  that  he  applies  to 
Milton,  whom  he  condemns  in  the  preface  to  his  dictionary  for  writing 
highth,  "  in  zeal  for  analogy  " : — 

Quid  te  exempia  juvat  spinis  de  pluribus  ufut  ? 

We  do  not  concur,  however,  in  the  Doctor's  sophistical  paraphrase  of 
this, — "  to  change  all  would  be  too  much,  and  to  change  one  is  nothing.*' 
If  he  had  taken  the  trouble  of  *'  changing  all "  in  the  present  instance, 
we  might  have  attained  uniformity  by  this  time. 

Dr.  Webster  has  adhered  to  the  old  orthography  throughout.  But  in 
this  he  has  no  other  authority  to  guide  him  than  that  of  usage ;  and,  as  we 
have  seen,  usage  differs  in  regard  to  these,  as  well  as  to  many  other  words. 
It  cannot  be  otherwise  so  long  as  there  is  no  acknowledged  rule  for 
determining  which  of  the  final  syllables  shall  be  employed  in  any  particular 
word  of  the  class.  In  regard  to  the  question  of  usage,  we  cannot  do  better 
than  quote  Dr.  Webster's  own  words  upon  the  subject.  He  says,  in  a 
note  to  the  part  of  his  Introduction  which  treats  of  Orthography  : — 

"  In  our  language,  the  unqualified  rule  of  following  the  commcn  orthography 
can  not  have  place,  for  in  respect  to  many  words  there  is  no  such  thing.  It  is, 
therefore,  wrong  in  principle,  for  it  would  sanction  mistakes,  and  tend  to  perp«* 
tuate  them ;  it  would  preclude  correctness  and  regularity.  Such  a  rule  would 
have  been  as  just  in  the  age  of  Chaucer  as  it  is  now,  and,  had  it  been  observed, 
what  would  have  been  the  present  state  of  English  orthography  ? 

"  Many  of  the  anomalies  in  our  language  have  originated  in  carelessness,  or  in 
mistakes  respecting  the  origin  of  words.  Philology,  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
has  been  most  shamefully  neglected. 

''In  this  condition  of  our  language,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  lexicographer 
to  ascertain,  as  far  as  it  is  practicable,  the  genuine  orthography  of  words,  and  intro- 
duce that  which  is  correct ;  particularly  when  the  true  orthography  serves  to  illus- 
trate their  signification.  When  this  is  known,  men  will  be  satisfied  with  it,  and 
fluctuations  of  spelling  will  cease.  With  a  full  conviction  of  the  value  of  truth 
and  correctness  in  language,  as  in  every  other  department  of  literature,  I  have 
diligently  sought  for  truth,  and  made  it  the  guide  of  my  decisions.  I  cannot 
consent  to  give  countenance  to  errors  which  obscure  the  origin  or  pervert  the 
signification  of  words,  and  be  an  instrument  of  corrupting  the  purity,  and  dis* 
figuring  the  beauty  of  the  language.  A  due  regard  to  the  purity  of  the  lan- 
guage, to  the  convenience  of  learners,  whether  citizens  or  foreigners,  and  to  the 
usefulness  of  a  language  which  is  to  be  the  most  extensive  on  the  globe,  and 
the  chief  instrument  of  civilising  and  christianizing  nations,  seems  to  demand, 
and  surely  justifies,  the  labor  of  correcting  the  more  enormous  anomalies  which 
deform  it.  One  would  suppose  that  these  considerations,  concurring  with  the 
honor  of  our  nation,  would  induce  the  lovers  of  literature  to  make  some  con- 
cessions of  private  opinions  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  desirable  objects." 

Applying  these  remarks  to  the  case  in  hand,  we  think  that  the  only 
effectual  way  of  gitting  rid  of  the  discrepancy  will  be  by  the  recognition 
of  Dr.  Johnson's  principle  as  a  rule  to  be  observed  in  spelling  words  of 
this  class.     We  shall  thus  gradually  complete  a  change  which  he  8«w  to 
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be  necessary,  but  which,  probably,  he  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to 
advocate  in  its  full  extent,  according  to  his  maxim  that  ^*  usefuhiess  seldom 
depends  on  little  things."* 

Instructer,  in  its  present  acceptation,  is  undoubtedly  a  word  of  pure 
English  growth.  In  the  Latin  it  occurs  very  rarely  and  then  in  a  signi- 
fication which  could  never  have  been  the  origin  of  its  use  among  our- 
selves. Cicero  uses  it  of  the  "  purveyor  of  a  feast,"  and  Livy  of  a 
"builder.**  It  is  absurd,  therefore,  pkilologically  to  give  the  word 
a  Latin  termination ;  and  practically  we  ought  to  assert  our  right 
to  add  the  English  termination  wherever  we  can  justly  do  so,  because 
it  is  more  consonant  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  genius  of  our  tongue,  and  ac- 
cordingly enables  uneducated  persons  better  to  understand  the  meaning 
of  the  word  to  which  it  is  appended. 

This  applies  doubly  to  visiter ^  because  by  following  the  rule  in  this 
case,  we  obtain  two  words  instead  of  one,  which  is  always  an  advantage, 
however  slightly  the  two  words  may  differ  in  form  and  meaning.  Visitor ^ 
an  inspector,  is  the  earlier  word,  and  is  in  all  probability  derived  from 
visitator,  which  never  had  any  other  signification,  and  even  in  this  sense 
is  only  found  in  very  late  Latin.  Visiter,  a  guest,  has  evidently  been 
formed  from  the  English  verb  visit.  It  is  not  even  derived  from  the 
French  visiteur,  for  that  word  has  never  acquired  thoroughly  the  English 
meaning,  visiting,  in  our  sense,  not  being  so  common  in  France  as  it  is 
in  England.  We  have  already  in  the  language  several  instances  of  the 
formation  of  a  new  term,  with  a  different  shade  of  meaning,  by  the 
mere  change  of  a  single  letter  in  a  word  previously  existing.  Thus 
"we  have  practice  and  practise f  device  and  devise,  prophecy  and  pro" 
phesy,  master  and  mister,  born  and  borne.  This  mode  of  multi- 
plying words  tends  greatly  to  enrich  the  language,  for  it  represents 
distinctly  the  progress  of  the  human  mind  in  the  development  of  ideas, 
JVt  first  a  single  term  denotes  a  single  idea,  but,  in  course  of  time,  the  idea 
is  perceived  to  have  more  than  one  relation.  Rather  than  employ  entirely 
different  terms,  we  continually  make  the  same  original  word  stand  for  all 
the  yarious  relations ;  but,  if  the  new  term  can  be  formed  from  the  old 
ones  by  a  slight  change  of  form,  it  is  far  preferable,  because  the  dif- 
ference, as  well  as  the  connexion  of  the  ideas,  will  then  be  represented 
by  their  symbols.  The  progress  of  the  mind  mainly  consists  in  this  dis- 
covery of  new  distinctions ;  and  to  facilitate  and  secure  that  progress,  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  language  should  keep  pace  with  it,  and  always 
be  ready  to  furnish  us  with  words  to  name  and  record  these  distinctions. 

Both  analogy  and  etymology,  therefore,  require  the  change  which 
•we  propose  ;  and,  these  are  the  only  safe  guides  in  settling  disputed  ortho- 
graphies. 

But  an  additional  reason  is  afforded  by  the  fact,  that  the  change  has 
already  been  introduced  into  some  of  our  dictionaries,  although  the 
principle  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  establish  has  not  been  consis- 
tently adhered  to  in  any  of  them.  In  the  stereotype  school  edition  of 
Ainsworth's  Dictionary,  we  not  only  find  many  of  the  words  written  with 
£r  which  are  commonly,  but  incorrectly,  written  with  or,  but  the  rule  is 
carried  still  further,  and  several  words  which  have  come  to  us  directly 
from  the  Latin  are  spelt  with  the  English  termination,  and  placed  side  by 
side  with  their  differently  written  originals.  This,  of  course,  is  carrying 
the  rule  beyond  its  proper  limits,  but  it  is,  perhaps,  preferable  to  the 

*  Bee  Advertisement  to  the  Fourth  Edition  of  his  dictionary. 
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present  plan.     It  is  better,  that  is,  to  anglicize  a  Latin  word,  than  to- 
latinize  an  English  one. 

Another,  and  perhaps  the  most  practical, consideration  which  induces  us  . 
to  recommend  so  extensive  an  alteration,  is  that  the  uncertainty  which  at 
present  exists  as  to  the  termination  of  the  words  in  question  is  productive 
of  much  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time.  If  we  consider  that  this  uncer^ 
tainty  must  necessarily  be  experienced  more  or  less  by  every  educated 
person  who  writes  our  language,  we  shall  see  the  desirableness  of  havings 
uniformity  in  our  dictionaries,  or^  at  any  rate,  an  acknowledged  standard 
which  shall  lead  ultimately  to  such  uniformity.  At  present  there  are 
perhaps  no  two  English  dictionaries  which  coincide  entirely  in  the  spell- 
ing of  these  words,  and  some  of  them  differ  widely,  as  we  have  shown. 
To  foreigners  who  learn  our  language  the  inconvenience  is  still  greater 
than  to  ourselves.  They  have  only  their  lexicons  to  rely  upon,  and 
these  generally  give  both  forms  of  the  words.  This  plan  they  are  obliged 
to  adopt,  as  they  find  both  forms  in  English  books ;  but,  not  only  is  it 
confusing  to  the  persons  who  consult  the  lexicons,  but  it  unnecessarily 
increases  the  size,  and  consequently  the  expense,  of  these  works. 

The  question  will  naturally  occur  to  our  readers,  how  did  so  many  of 
these  words  come  to  be  written  with  the  Latin  termination,  to  which  they 
have  no  right?  It  must  have  arisen,  in  great  measure,  from  the  fact,  that 
many  of  the  words  in  question  came  to  us  from  French  forms  in  eur,  and 
underwent  the  process  which  we  described  when  speaking  of  the  first  of 
Dr.  Webster's  radical  changes.  This  shows  the  truth  of  what  we  thea 
observed,  namely,  that  the  gradual  change  of  termination  took  place  quite 
irrespectively  of  etymology,  and  that  it  was  by  a  mere  accident  that 
some  of  the  words  were  restored  to  their  old  and  genuine  orthography^ 
The  error  is  partly,  also,  the  result  of  a  mis-extended  analogy,  for  a 
nearly  equal  number  of  the  words  have  neither  Latin  nor  French  orU 
ginals. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  our  subject,  we  cannot  but  express  our 
regret  at  the  influence  which  Dr.  Johnson,  as  a  lexicographer,  has  had 
upon  our  orthography.     We  have  seen  that  the  present  and  most  of  the 
preceding  irregularities  are  traceable  to  his  dictionary,  that  he  has,  in  a 
manner,  stereotyped  them  in  the  language.     **  Nothing  in  language,'* 
says  Dr.  Webster,  speaking  on  this  point,  "  is  more  mischievous  than  the 
mistakes  of  a  great  man."     Johnson's  orthography  has  been  followed  by 
most  of  the  lexicographers  who  have  succeeded  him,  and,  in  fact,  by  the 
nation  at  large.      He  has  therefore    had    a    gteater    influence  in  this- 
respect   than    any    other    single   individual;    but,    unfortunately,    this 
influence  has  tended  rather  to  perpetuate  the  spelling  of  a  particular 
period,  than  to  promote  that  gradual  improvement  which  it  is  the  natural 
course  for  this  and  every  thing  else  connected  with  language  to  pursue. 
What  an  opportunity  was  that  which  Dr.  Johnson  had  for  clearing  away 
the  monstrosities  which  disfigure  our  orthography — an  opportunity  such, 
as  no  man  can  ever  have  again !     There  was  no  generally  recognised 
standard  at  the  time,  nor  any  well-defined  usage.     The  field  lay  all  before 
him  in  which  he  could  have  gained  an  easy  victory  over  these  foes  of . 
order  and  progress,  and  have  exterminated  them  for  ever.  .  All  the  time  . 
and  thought  that  has  since  been  spent  in  the  contest,  all  the  incon* 
venience   and  annoyance  that  has  been  occasioned  to  schoolboys  and  ■ 
scholars,  to  natives  and  foreigners,  by  the  unsettled  state  of  our  spelU. 
ing — all  this  might  have  been  avoided  if   that   one  victory  had  been 
gained.     But  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to  strike  a 
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blow  ia  the  cause.  He  rather  threw  the  whole  balance  of  his  influence 
in  the  enemy's  favour,  and  made  victory  ever  after  more  difficult  to 
achieve.  We  have  now  no  foe  so  mighty  to  contend  against  as  Dr.  John- 
son himself. 

Dr.  Johnson  had  all  the  philological  knowledge  that  was  necessary  for 
undertaking  the  task ;  but  to  innovate  in  any  matter  was  contrary  to  his 
conservativie  spirit,  and  to  innovate  in  what  he  considered  little  matters 
was  to  him  the  height  of  impertinence  and  vanity.  The  following  para- 
graphs of  his  preface  contain  a  statement  of  the  views  by  which  he  was 
guided  in  settling  the  spelling  of  our  words.  We  are  aware  that  they  are 
still  the  views  of  a  considerable  number  of  respectable  grammarians 
(Gould  Brown  and  Connon  among  others),  but  we  are  also  aware  that  they 
are  not  the  views  of  HorneTooke,  Dr.  Webster,  Grimm,  Archdeacon  Hare, 
and  other  eminent  philologists  of  the  past  and  present  time.  Neither 
«hall  we  need  to  enter  into  any  particular  refutation  of  them ;  for  the 
whole  of  our  remarks  tend  to  show  the  value  and  importance  of  what  Dr. 
Johnson  denounces.  His  views  on  orthography,  it  will  be  seen,  are  part 
and  parcel  of  the  man. 

'^  In  adjusting  the  orthography,  which  has  been  to  this  time  unsettled 
and  fortuitous,  I  found  it  necessary  to  distinguish  those  irregularities  that  are 
inherent  in  our  tongue,  and  perhaps  coeval  with  it,  from  others  which  the  igno- 
rance or  negligence  of  late  writers  has  produced.  Every  language  has  its 
anomalies,  which  though  inconvenient,  and  in  themselves  once  unnecessary, 
must  be  tolerated  among  the  imperfections  of  human  things,  and  which  require 
only  to  be  registered,  that  they  may  not  be  exercised,  and  ascertained,  that  they 
may  not  be  confounded ;  but  every  language  has  likewise  its  improprieties  and 
absurdities,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  lexicographer  to  correct  or  proscribe. 

''  In  this  part  of  the  work,  where  caprice  has  long  wantoned  without  controul, 
and  vanity  sought  praise  by  petty  reformation,  I  have  endeavoured  to  proceed 
with  a  scholar's  reverence  for  antiquity,  and  a  grammarian's  regard  to  the 
genius  of  our  tongue.     I  have  attempted  few  alterations,  and  among  those  few, 

ferhaps  the  greater  part  is  from  the  modern  to  the  ancient  practice ;  and  I  hope 
may  be  allowed  to  recommend  to  those  whose  thoughts  have  been  perhaps  too 
anxiously  employed  on  verbal  singularities,  not  to  disturb,  upon  narrow  views, 
or  for  minute  propriety,  the  orthography  of  their  fathers.  It  has  been  asserted, 
that  for  the  law  to  be  known,  is  of  more  importance  than  to  be  right.  Change, 
Bays  Hooker,  is  not  made  without  inconvenience,  even  from  worse  to  better. 
There  is  in  constancy  and  stability  a  general  and  lasting  advantage,  which 
will  alwrays  overbalance  the  slow  improvements  of  gradual  correction.  Much 
less  ought  our  written  language  to  comply  with  the  corruptions  of  oral  utter- 
ance, or  copy  that  which  every  variation  of  time  or  place  makes  different  from 
itself,  and  imitate  those  changes  which  will  again  be  changed,  while  imitation 
is  employed  in  observing  them. 

*'  This  recommendation  of  steadiness  and  uniformity  does  not  proceed  from  an 
opinion,  that  particular  combinations  of  letters  have  much  influence  on  human 
happiness,  or  that  truth  may  not  be  successfully  taught  by  modes  of  spelling 
fanciful  and  erroneous.  I  am  not  yet  so  lost  in  lexicography  as  to  forget  that 
words  are  the  daughters  of  earth,  aTui  that  things  are  the  sons  of  heaven. 
Language  is  only  the  instrument  of  science,  and  words  are  but  the  signs  of 
ideas.  I  wish,  however,  that  the  instrument  might  be  less  apt  to  decay,  and 
that  the  signs  might  be  permanent,  like  the  things  which  they  denote." 

With  these  views  let  our  readers  compare  those  of  Archdeacon  Hare 
upon  the  same  subject  in  his  Essay  on  English  Orthography,  published 
in  the  "Philological  Museum,"  in  1832. 

{To  be  continued,) 
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ON  VANISHING  FRACTIONS  AND  MULTIPLE  POINTS. 

It  is  remarkable  how  long  a  subject  may  sometimes  be  studied^  and  to 
what  an  extent  its  principles  may  be  applied,  before  the  simplest  founda- 
tion for  those  principles  is  discovered ;  although,  when  at  length  found 
out,  these  may  seem  to  be  not  only  the  most  simple,  but  at  the  same  time 
the  most  obvious. 

In  an  excellent  little  treatise  on  the  Differential  Calculus,  by  Mr.  Wool- 
house,  recently  published  in  Weale's  Series  of  Scientific  Works,  a  method 

du 
18  proposed  for  finding  the  value  of  -j-  in  an  implicit  function  F  (u,  x)  =■ 

o,  when  u  and  x  become  o,  which  fully  illustrates  the  above  remark,  and 
shows  that,  from  overlooking  a  very  easy  elementary  theorem,  a  long  and  . 
operose  mode  of  proceeding  has  been  hitherto  adopted  to  arrive  at  what 
may  be  reached  very  readily  by  a  few  easy  steps. 

In  the  following  short  paper,  I  shall  depart  from  Mr.  Woolhouse's  roe-^ 
thod  of  investigation,  as  I  think  the  hint  he  has  given  may  be  turned  to 
still  greater  advantage  in  the  way  of  simplicity,  and  that  in  a  manner  to* 
emhrace  more  decidedly  one  particular  item  in  the  general  inquiry  that 
appears  to  be  unprovided  for  in  his  practical  rule,  although  I  have  no 
doubt  that  by  a  little  modification  of  that  rule  it  may  be  included. 

The  method  proposed,  and  its  superiority  over  that  in  common  use,  as 
regards  elementary  simplicity  and  expedition,  will  be  clearly  seen  by  an  ex- 
ample or  two  of  its  application  : — 

du 
1.  Given  u*  —  96  a'  «*  +  100  o^  d;«  —  a?*  =  o,  to  find  the  value  of  3-,  when  *  =» 

o  and  «  B  0*  (Hall's  Calc.  p.  71).    Since  «  =  0  and  tf  s  o,  we  know  that  the  vanish* 

du 
u  — 

ing  fraction  —  is  the  same  as  dr,  when  0  is  put  for  each  of  the   variables,   conse- 

*'  T 

ft  du 

quently,  when  numerator  and  denominator  vanish,  —  is  the  same  thing  as  j-t  and  may 

therefore  be  written  instead  of  it :  we  have  therefore  merely  to  find  the  value  of  — ^ 

^hich  we  may  put  in  brackets  to  imply  that  jc  ^  Of  and  u  '^  0,  and  may  dispense  with 
differentiation  altogether. 

Hence  diriding  the  proposed  equation  by  a-^,  we  have, 


(7)-»-(t) 


2  +  100  a«  — 0:2  s=  0; 


•'•  W/    "   y     t««-96a«    ^  '^'2i    "•  ^'i 
2.  yo  —  3  axy  +  *»  «  0  (Hall,  p.  167,  Multiple  Points). 


u      .   2 


*  There  is  a  slight  defect  in  the  statement  of  this  question  in  the  book :  the  condition 
«  »  0  is  omitted.  If  the  latter  limitation  be  removed,  there  will  be  other  values  for  v- 
besides  those  in  the  book. 
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Dividing  by  x^f  the  highest  power  by  which  we  can  divide  so  as  to  preclude  the  en- 
trance of  the  evanescent  o^  in  a  denominator,  we  have 

y  ( — J    — 3a(— j   +  X  ^  0  ]  ,:  when  x  ^  o,  the  first  member  gives 
3.  X*  —  «y««  +  *ya  «  0  (Hall,  p.  166,  Multiple  Points). 

•'  *         *    V  ft- 

A  glance  at  the  operations  in  the  book  from  which  these  examples  are 
taken,  will  show  the  amount  of  trouble  saved  by  the  method  here  recom- 
mended. 

If  the  values  of—  are  required  for  aj  =  a,  w  — 6,  we  may  then  transform 

dx 

F  (ii,  x)  =  o,  into  F  (w',  a;')  «  o,  by  putting  «'  +  a  for  a?,  and  «'  +  5 
for  u,  as  noticed  by  Mr.  Woolhouse^  and  we  may  then  determine  (-f) 

as  above;  the  values  of  this  will  be  those  of  -7-  under  the  proposed  con- 
ditions. 

The  student  will  perceive,  from  the  foregoing  illustrations,  that,  in  order 

to  determine  -7- ,  when  .r]and  u  are  both  o,  the  mode  of  proceeding  is 
this,  namely  :  Divide  by  the  highest  power  of  x,  that  will  not  introduce 
that  symbol  into  the  denominator  of  any  coefficient  of    (  —  j  ,    {—  \ 

&c.,  nor  into  the  denominator  of  any  term  independent  of  (  —  J  .  Ex- 
punge such  of  the  latter  terms  as  vanish  for  x  =  0  or  u  »  0,  and  then  treat 
the  equation  as  one  of  common  algebra,  in  which  (  — )  is  the  unknown 
quantity.  f   Y. 


*  It  is  such  cases  as  this,  where  a  value  of  ^7-  is  oo ,  that  Mr.  W.'s  rule  seems  to 

ax 

exclude ;  but  this  defect  the  able  and  ingenious  author  can  no  doubt  very  easily  supply^ 
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THE    BOOK     OF     PROVERBS     EXPLAINED    AND    ILLUSTRATED     TROM     HOLY 
SCRIPTURE.        BY    BENJAMIN    ELLIOTT   NICIIOLLS,    M.A.       {Socicty  fOT 

Prom,  of  Christian  KnowL) 

In  '*  Fielding's  Select  Proverbs  of  all  Nations,"  we  read  : — 

"  From  the  antiquity  of  proverbs,  tbey  may  be  defined  tbe  primitive  language 
of  mankind,  in  which  knowledge  was  preserved  prior  to  the  invention  of  letters. 
In  the  early  stages  of  society,  its  progress  is  retarded  by  three  causes :  the 
scarcity  of  words  to  express  ideas ;  the  feebleness  of  memory,  from  the  absence 
of  intellectual  exertion ;  and  the  want  of  a  durable  character,  by  which  the  dis« 
coveries  may  bs  retained  and  transmitted  to  another.  Proverbs  are  well  adapted 
for  removing  these  first  obstacles  to  improvement ;  by  a  figurative  expression 
they  supply  the  place  of  verbal  description ;  their  brevity  is  an  aid  to  memory ; 
while,  by  being  connected  with  local  circumstances  and  surrounding  objects, 
they  form  a  visible  type,  in  which  passing  occurrences  and  observations  may  be 
recorded.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  all  nations  have  had  recourse  to  aphoristic 
language ;  and,  doubtless,  it  was  in  this  style  the  first  knowledge  of  the  world, 
its  laws,  morals,  husbandry,  and  observations  on  the  weather,  were  preserved." 

Of  the  Book  of  Proverbs  itself  a  learned  divine  has  said  : — 

"  This  Book  of  Proverbs  contains  the  maxims  of  long  experience,  framed  by 
one  who  was  well  calculated  by  his  rare  qualities  and  endowments  to  draw  just 
lessons  from  a  comprehensive  survey  of  human  life.  Solomon  judiciously  sums 
up  his  precepts  in  brief  energetic  sentences,  which  are  well  contrived  for  popular 
instruction.  The  wisdom,  indeed,  of  all  ag^s,  from  the  highest  antiquity,  hath 
chosen  to  compress  its  lessons  into  compendious  sentences,  which  were  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  the  simplicity  of  earlier  times ;  which  are  readily  conceived  and 
easily  retained  ;  and  which  circulate  in  society  as  useful  principles,  to  be  un- 
folded and  applied  as  occasion  may  require.  The  inspired  son  of  David  had  the 
power  of  giving  peculiar  energy  and  weight  to  this  style  of  writing,  and  his 
works  have  been,  as  it  were,  the  storehouse  from  which  posterity  hath  drawn  its 
best  maxims.  His  proverbs  are  so  justly  founded  on  principles  of  human 
nature,  and  so  adapted  to  the  permanent  interests  of  man,  that  they  agree  with 
the  manners  of  every  age,  and  may  be  assumed  as  rules  for  the  direction  of  our 
conduct  in  every  condition  and  rank  of  life,  however  varied  in  its  complexion, 
or  diversified  by  circumstances ;  they  embrace  not  only  the  concerns  of  pri- 
vate morality,  but  the  great  objects  of  political  importance." 

Any  work  that  is  calculated  to  render  a  book  of  which  such  things  can 
be  said,  more  practically  useful,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  remain  un- 
known. The  Church  of  England,  and,  indeed,  all  promoters  of  sound 
Christian  education,  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  author  of  the  little  work 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  notice.  His  **  Help  to  the  Reading  of  the 
Bible,"  published  by  the  Christian  Knowledge  Society,  is  an  invaluable 
contribution  to  our  Sunday  school,  day  school,  and  private  libraries ;  bat 
as  it  is  in  every  body's  hand,  it  needs  no  recommendation  here.  His 
tract  on  the  Liturgy  too,  which  is]  also  published  by  the  same  society,  is 
as  well  known  as  it  is  useful  and  admired.  But  Mr.  Nicholls'  '^  Book  of 
Proverbs,"  we  have  reason  to  fear,  is  by  no  means  so  extensively  known 
as  it  deserves.  The  object  the  author  proposed  to  himself,  and  the  uses 
to  which  it  may  be  applied,  we  are  anxious  to  place  before  our  readers. 

'*  Those,  to  whom  the  writer  would  desire  to  offer  by  this  tract  some  little  as- 
sistance," thus  we  read  in  the  preface,  "are  the  instructors  of  the  young.  It 
consists  chiefly  of  illustratipns  by  Scripture  examples  of  some  of  those  short  but 
very  comprehensive  precepts,  observations  upon  human  life,  human  nature,  the 
-dealings  of  God  with  man,  and  of  men  with  each  other,  which  are  contained  in 
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tbe  Book  of  Proverbs ;  the  teacher  being  left  to  carry  the  principle  further^  as 
he  naay  see  fit.  Fearing  to  make  the  work  too  large^  the  author  has  not  sug- 
gested any  illustrations  from  profane  history ;  but  the  subject  might  be  profitably 
borne  in  mind^  as  opening  a  useful  and  extensive  field  for  instruction/ 

No  one  of  our  readers  will  require  to  be  told  how  difficult  it  is  to  get 
the  young  (except  the  very  young)  interested  in  what  they  read  of  Holy 
Writ.  The  best  djsposed  among  them  may  get  the  facts  of  the  New 
Testament,  and  the  historical  parts  of  the  Old  into  their  heads ;  but  we 
can  rarely  succeed  in  making  tliem  practically  acquainted  with  the  con* 
tents  of  the  Bible,  so  as  to  turn  them  to  account  and  apply  them  to  their 
daily  use  in  life — for  this  either  is  or  ought  to  be  the  great  end  of  reading 
and  instruction.  We  cannot  but  think  the  employment  of  this  little  work 
in  the  training  of  the  young,  as  well  calculated,  with  God's  blessing,  as- 
anything  we  have  met  with,  to  render  not  the  Book  of  Proverbs  only,  but 
the  rest  of  Scripture,  interesting  and  practically  applicable  to  life  and 
manners. 

The  book  consists  of  four  chapters ;  the  first  three  of  which  are  merely 
introductory  to  the  remaining  one ;  the  last-mentioned  forming  the  main 
object  of  the  work,  being  also  the  most  thoroughly  original,  and  occu- 
pying more  tlian  three-fourths  of  the  whole.  In  the  first  chapter,  we  are 
furnished  with  some  general  remarks  on  the  Book  of  Proverbs :  the  second 
supplies  us  with  suggestions  for  the  Interpretation  of  Proverbs,  which  are 
excellent  in  every  way  ;  and  the  third  with  Explanations  of  Proverbs,  by 
the  help  of  Geography,  Natural  History,  Manners  and  Customs  of  Eastern^ 
Nations,  and  the  Laws  of  Moses.  On  which  it  may  be  observed,  that  not 
only  will  much  interesting  knowledge  be  hence  derived,  but  a  way  is 
also  pointed  out,  by  which  such  knowledge  as  young  people  have  derived^ 
from  other  sources,  may  be  profitably  used  and  sanctified.  How  eminently 
applicable  these  chapters  are  to  educational  purposes  of  the  highest  order^ 
we  will  endeavour  to  show,  by  giving  a  few  examples  of  the  author's  mode 
of  explaining  and  illustrating  the  book  in  question,  especial  regard  being 
]iad  to  those  which  contain  hints  or  directions  as  to  the  management  of  the 
young.     In  the  general  remarks  already  alluded  to  we  read  : — 

*'  Thef  leading  design  of  this  portion  of  God's  word,  is  as  stated  at  the  be« 
ginning  of  it,  to  give  to  the  young  man  knowledge  and  discretion,  which  it 
especially  directs  him  to  seek  by  attention  to  the  pious  instructions  of  his 
parents,  and  the  precepts  of  heavenly  wisdom.  It  is,  indeed,  a  storehouse  of 
practical  wisdom.  It  is  a  guide  to  his  affections,  to  guard  him  against  those 
temptations  to  which  youth  is  most  exposed,  and  to  direct  him  with  regard 
to  his  settlement  in  life,  by  pointing  out  the  advantages  of  a  wise,  the  evils  of  a 
wrong  choice.  It,  moreover,  gives  him  that  knowledge  of  the  world,  which  will 
abundantly  supply  his  want  of  experience,  and  guide  his  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace  in  his  intercourse  with  it,  teaching  him  what  to  expect,  and  how  to  act 
under  the  ever- varying  circumstances  in  which  he  may  be  placed." 

Again — 

**  Prov.  xxii.  6. — Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go  j  and  when  he  is  old, 
he  will  not  depart  from  it.  Childhood  is  the  seedtime  of  life.  Good  education 
is  the  foundation  of  man's  happiness;  and  we  learn  froni  this  proverb  that 
pious  principles  instilled  in  youth,  seldom  fail  of  operating  in  old  age.  Moses, 
Samuel,  Timothy,  &c.,  are  instances  of  it.  Yet  wicked  Ahaz,  one  of  the  most 
dreadful  examples  recorded  in  Scripture,  of  sin  and  its  consequent  punishment^ 
was  the  son  of  a  Godly  father  and  the  father  of  a  Godly  son.  Pious  Hezekiah 
was  the  son  of  a  wicked  father,  and  the  father  of  a  wicked  son.  Jeroboam  had 
a  pious  son  Abijah ;  and  Samuel,  a  Joel  and  Abiab»  who  turned  out  unjust  judges 
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though  we  have  no  intimation,  as  in  the  case  of  Eli,  that  he  had  heen  too  indul- 
gent to  them." 

In   proving  to  us  that  the  context  will  sometimes  act  as  a  useful  guide 
towards  a  right  interpretation,  he  instances  Prov.  x.  1 — 3,  and  adds: — 

"  Bishop  Patrick  remarks,  that  verses  2  and  3  of  chapter  x,  may  he  connected 
with  verse  1,  thus  : — 'Let  the  father's  care  in  educating  his  children,  especially 
hi»  son,  the  heir  of  his  family,  be  equal  to  the  joy  he  .shall  have  in  their  well- 
domg;  and  let  the  mother  beware  that  she  does. not  spoil  them,  for  she  will 
have  the  greatest  share  in  the  heaviness  which  their  untowardness  will  give. 
This  is  more  necessary  than  the  care  of  heaping  up  riches  for  them,  which  many 
-times  tempt  men  to  fraud  and  oppression.' " 

We  offer  the  following,  as  specimens  of  his  mode  of  explaining  a  pro* 
verb  by  the  aid  of  natural  history : — 

"  Prov.  vi.  6—8.  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard  ;  consider  her  ways,  and  be 
wise;  which  having  no  guide,  overseer,  or  ruler,  provideth  her  meat  in  the 
summer,  and  gathereth  her  food  in  the  harvest.  See  also,  Prov.  xxv.  25. — ^Their 
uniform  care  and  promptitude  in  improving  every  moment  as  it  passes,  the  ad- 
^Dsirable  order  in  which  they  proceed  to  the  scene  of  action,  the  perfect  harmony 
which  reigns  in  their  bands,  the  eagerness  which  they  discover  in  running  to 
the  assistance  of  the  weak  or  the  fatigued,  the  readiness  with  which  those 
that  have  no  burden  yield  the  way  to  their  fellows  that  bend  under  their  load, 
or,  when  the  grain  happens  to  be  too  heavy,  cut  it  in  two,  and  take  the  half  upon 
dietr  own  shoulders,  furnish  a  striking  example  of  industry,  benevolence,  and 
concord,  to  the  human  family.  Nor  should  the  skill  and  vigour  which  they  dis- 
play in  digging  under  ground,  in  building  their  houses  and  constructing  thdr 
cells,  nor  their  prudence  and  foresight  in  making  use  of  the  proper  seasons  to 
collect  a  supply  of  provision  sufficient  for  their  purpose,  be  passed  over  in 
silence." 

"  Prov.  xxvi.  3. — A  whip  for  the  horse,  a  bridle  for  the  ass,  SfC,  According  to 
ovr  English  notions,  we  should  rather  say,  a  bridle  for  a  horse,  and  a  whip  for 
■an  ass.  It  should  be  considered,  however,  that  the  Eastern  asses,  particularly 
those  of  the  Arabian  breed,  are  much  larger,  more  beautiful,  and  better  goers 
than  ours ;  and  being  active  and  well  broken,  they  need  only  a  bridle  to  guide 
them;  whereas,  their  horses  being  scarce  and  often  caught  wild,  and  badly 
broken,  are  much  less  manageable,  and  need  the  correction  of  the  whip.  And 
as  every  creature  must  be  ruled  according  to  its  nature,  so  as  some  men  will  not 
be  ruled  by  reason  and  persuasion,  therefore  severe  treatment  must  be  their 
portion,  as  in  the  case  of  Pharaoh." 

Meanwiiile,  as  has  been  already  stated,  the  principal  and  most  original 
part,  and  that  which  is  most  applicable  to  its  end  of  giving  *^  to  the  young 
man  knowledge  and  discretion,"  is  to  be  found  in  the  fourth  chapter.  It 
is  to  this  part  that  we  desire  especially  to  draw  attention.  And  we  feel 
that  we  cannot  do  this  more  effectually  than  by  producing  the  account 
which  the  author  himself  gives  of  the  design  he  had  in  view  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  it : — 

"A  familiar  acquaintance,"  he  says,  "with  the  Book  of  Proverbs  being,  as 
already  alluded  to,  of  so  much  importance  to  the  young,  as  a  treasury  to  them 
of  thought  and  wisdom,  it  is  hoped  the  following  mode  of  treating  it  may  pro- 
mote this  object.  The  association  of  a  proverb  with  a  suitable  example  from 
Scripture,  having  the  benefit  of  aiding  the  memory  in  retaining  it — giving  a 
clearer  idea  of  its  meaning,  and  leading  to  a  profitable  comparison  of  Scripture 
with  Scripture  examples,  as  Bishop  Hall  remarks,  are  the  best  rules  of  expc- 
Tience.'* 

His  plan,  however,  in  this  part  of  the  work  will  be  best  understood — 
indeed,  can  only  be  understood — by  an  example  or  two  of  the  mode  of 
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treatment  adopted,  in  selecting  which  we  shall  be  guided  rather  by  the 
fewness  of  illustrations  than  their  aptness  to  our  purpose  in  any  other 
respect. 

"  ii.  6. — The  Lord  giveth  wisdom :  out  of  his  mouth  cometh  knowledge  and 
understanding. 

Joseph — Gen.  xli.  38,  39. 

Moses — Exod.  iv.  12. 

Solomon — 1  Kings  iii.  12;  iv.  29. 

Daniel — Dan.  i.  17.  Observe  also  his  thanksgiving  and  praise 
to  God  for  the  gift — Dan.  ii.  23. 

The  Apostles — Luke  xxi.  15  ;  xxiv.  45. 

The  two  disciples  going  to  Emmaus — Luke  xxiv.  32. 

Stephen — ^Acts  vi.  5,  10. 

Lydia — Acts  xvi.  14. 

Paul's  prayer  for  the  Ephesians — Eph.  i.  17. 

**  X.  i.— A  wise  son  makelh  a  glad  father. 

Jacob  —  It  was  among  the  greatest  blessings  of  his  varied  and 
eventful  life  that  he  had  been  the  father  of  so  dutiful  and  affec- 
tionate a  son  as  Joseph  (Gen.  xlvii.  12);  observe  the  happiness, 
and  even  the  strength,  with  which  Jacob  was  animated  when  Jo- 
seph came  to  his  dying  bed — Gen.  xlviii.  2. 

"  But  a  foolish  son  is  the  heaviness  of  his  mother. 

Esau's  marriage  into  an  ungodly  family  (Gen.  xxvi.  84,  85),  and 
quarrel  with  his  brother — Gen.  xxvii.  45, 46. 

Dinah,  the  only  daughter,  and  probably,  therefore,  the  darling  child 
of  Jacob  and  Leah,  a  warning  to  young  people  to  beware  of 
visiting  in  mixed  companies,  or  indulging  in  amusements  by  which 
they  put  themselves  in  the  way  of  temptation,  and  bring  disgrace 
on  themselves  and  their  parents — Gen.  xxxiv. 

"xi.  25. — ^The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat:  and  he  that  watereth  shall  be 
watered  also  himself. 
Abraham  was  no  loser  by  his  liberality  to  Lot  (Gen.  xiii.  9,  14,  15), 
nor  by  his  hospitality  to  the  three  men  (Gen.  xviii.  2).  He  thereby 
entertained  angels  unawares.     And  in  the  care  he  took  of  the  re- 
ligious instruction  of  his  servants  (Gen.  xviii.  19)  he  was  rewarded 
by  their  fidelity  to  him,  as  appears  from  the  conduct  of  his  eldest 
servant — Gen.  xviv. 
The  widow  of  Zarephath,  giving  and  sparing  not  (Prov.  xxi .  26), 

she  did  not  lack — 1  Kings  xvii.  19. 
The  Shunammite— 2  Kings  iv.  8 — 37. 
Publius'  kindness  to  Paul  was  rewarded  by  the   recovery  of  his 

father — ^Acts  xxviii.  t,  8. 
The  Philippians  were  distinguished  for  their  bounty  to  Paul  CPhil. 
iv.  15),  and  for  God's  grace  on  their  own  souls — Phil.  iv.  4,  5 
See  on  Prov.  iii.  10. 
*'  xii.  22. — ^Lying  lips  are  abomination  to  the  Lord. 

The  buyer  disparaging  a  commodity  in  order  to  cheapen  it,  and 
laughing  at  the  simplicity  of  him  who  sold  it  at  so  low  a  price 
(Prov.  XX.  14).  On  the  sin  of  not  dealing  truly,  see  p.  49,  on 
Prov.  XX.  10. 
Trace  the  course  of  God's  providence  towards  Jacob,  after  deceiving 
his  father — Gen.  xxvii. 

(1.)  The  wrath  of  Esau— Gen.  xxvii.  41 ;  xxxii.  6,  7. 
(2.)  ITie  deceit  of  Laban— Gen.  xxxi,  7. 

(3.)  And  especially  the  deceit  of  his  own  children,  more  than 
thirty  years  after  his  sin — Gen.  xxxvii.  31 — 35. 
If  for  this  one  lie  to  which  Jacob  was  enticed  by  his  mother,  God 
visited  him  through  a  course  of  so  many  years,  how  hateful  in 
God's  sight  must  be  the  habitual  liar ! 
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■ 

The  lie  of  the  old  prophet  of  Bethel  to  the  prophet  of  Judah,  show'- 
the  great  guilt  and  fatal  effects  of  lying,  far  beyond  what  we  may 
at  the  time  suppose.  By  lying  he  became  a  murderer  (1  Kings 
xiii.  18 — 24).  And  though  God  may  not  in  every  case  detect  and 
punish  lying  in  this  worlds  he  certainly  will  in  the  next — Rev. 
xzi.  8. 
"  But  they  that  deal  truly  are  his  delight. 

Moses,  who  faithfully  declared  most  unwelcome  truths — Numb.  xii. 
7,8. 

Samuel,  his  strict  regard  to  truth,  even  when  a  child  (1  Sam.  xii.) ; 
his  integrity  as  a  judge  (1  Sam.  xii.).  He  was  highly  honoured  of 
God  as  an  intercessor — Jer.  xv.  1 ;  Ps.  xcix.  6. 

Daniel — Dan.  vi.  4 ;  ix.  23. 

Nathanael— John  i.  47,  51 5  Matt.  v.  8." 

"^  We  had  marked  one  or  two  of  these  interesting  illustrations ;  but  we 
hope  the  citations  already  given  will  suffice  to  bring  the  volume  before  our 
readers,  and  to  induce  them  to  become  better  acquainted  with  it. 


AN     ELEMENTARY   GREEK     READER,     FROM     HOMER^     BY     DR.    AHRENS. 

EDITED  BY  T.  K.  ARNOLD,  M.A.     (London :  Rxvingtons,) 

We  are  extremely  puzzled  to  make  out  satisfactorily  why  Mr.  Arnold 
publishes  so  many  works,  good  and  bad,  in  rapid  succession.  Sometimes 
we  fancy  that  he  adopts  the  principle  of  the  old  satirist,  *^  Stulta  est  de- 
mentia perituree  parcere  chartee ;''  at  others  we  are  inclined  to  imagine 
that  the  days  of  fantastic  vows  are  returned,  and  that  he  has  sworn,  like 
some  adventurous  knight,  not  to  abandon  the  field  until  he  has  slain  a 
hundred — books.  At  least,  on  none  other  than  one  of  these  two  grounds 
we  have  alluded  to  can  we  account  for  the  appearance  of  this  volume. 
Already  has  Mr.  Arnold  ushered  into  the  world  three  editions  of  Homer, 
one  at  least  of  which  deserves  favourable  mention  on  the  score  of  judi- 
cious notes.  Why  then  trouble  us  with  another  edition  of  a  fragmentary 
portion  of  the  same  author,  an  edition  remarkable  chiefly  for  meagre  notes, 
and  an  introduction,  whereby  the  class  of  readers  for  whom  it  is  intended 
will  be  completely  mystified.  Dr.  Ahrens  indeed  intends  the  work  to  be  a 
first  reading  book,  and  therefore  the  changes  in  nomenclature  and  gram- 
matical arrangement  would  be  less  important,  at  least  if  this  portion  of 
the  book  were  at  all  likely  to  be  understood  by  those  who  are  so  far  ad- 
vanced only  as  to  be  just  commencing  Homer.  But  Mr.  Arnold  antici- 
pates that  the  work  will  not  probably  be  generally  used  as  a  first  reading 
book  in  England  ;  but  he  observes  that  it  will  do  equally  well  as  a  third  or 
fourth  reading  book.  Suppose  such  to  be  the  case  :  the  boy,  having  imbibed 
the  usual  terms  and  notions  of  grammar,  will  suddenly,  on  turning  over 
the  pages,  find  himself  in  a  strange  land  of  '^  objectives/'  instead  of  the 
accustomed  "actives,"  and  "  subjectives"  for  the  other  voices;  of  sys- 
tem stems,  of  flexions  strong,  and  flexions  weak,  of  model  characteristics,, 
of  '^ primarias,''  and  mood-vowels;  and  will  not  consequently  fail  to  be 
entirely  bewildered. 

And  besides,  why  prefix  a  grammar  to  a  small  reading  book ;  for  *'  the 
companion  to  the  lesson/'  which  occupies  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
work,  is  little  more  than  a  treatise  on  accidence.     Surely  there  are  gram-^ 
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Tnars  enough  in  existence  to  render  the  introduction  of  it  superfluous 
^lere,  especially  in  so  puzzling  a  form.  Nor  can  we  say  much  in  praise  of 
*tlie  notes  at  the  foot  of  the  text ;  for  instance,  on  line  2,  we  are  told  that 
■a  particle  sometimes  may  he  entirely  omitted  in  translating,  and  the  same 
\viih  reference  to  another  particle  in  line  5  ;  it  would  have  been  better  not 
to  mention  this  at  all,  or  briefly  explain  when  the  case  alluded  to  occurs  : 
again,  on  line  313,  we  have,  *'  this  particle  is  not  to  be  translated.'' 
Purely  all  this  will  produce  inaccuracy,  and  the  reader  will  acquire  the 
dangerous  habit  of  dismissing  particles  as  useless,  because  he  does  not 
see  their  force.  Moreover,  the  references  are  often  incorrect.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  we  cannot  see  any  merit  in  the  book,  at  all  events  for 
the  purpose  for  which  Mr.  Arnold  edits  it:  such  a  book  was  not  wanted, 
n<d  if  it  had  been,  this  would  not  fill  the  void. 

A    SMALLER   CLASSICAL    DICTIONARY     OF    BIOGRAPHY,     MYTHOLOGY,    AND 

GEOGRAPHY.     BY  WILLIAM  SMITH,  LL.D.     (Loudon :  Murray,) 

The  larger  work  on  Mythology  and  Biography,  from  which  the  above  is 
in  two  of  its  branches  a  compilation,  has  been  already  for  some  time  be- 
ibre  the  world,  and  been  stamped  with  its  approval.  It  could  not  indeed 
1)0  otherwise:  the  articles  are  copiously  and  elaborately  written,  extremely 
accurate,  and  profusely  illustrated  with  plates  from  antique  gems  and 
frescoes,  which  convey  a  lively  impression  to  the  reader.  But  what  added 
to  the  value  of  the  work  for  the  more  advanced  scholar,  was  a  bar  to  its 
general  reception  amongst  the  younger  class  of  learners.  The  work  was 
too  large — it  consisted  of  three  volumes  royal  octavo — to  be  suited  for 
schools,  and  moreover  the  price,  nearly  six  pounds,  was  an  insuperable 
objection  to  its  common  introduction  as  a  book  of  reference :  it  is  not 
every  one  who  could  afford  so  expensive  a  luxury.  Dr.  Smith  conse- 
quently published  an  abridgment  of  the  above  ;  and,  feeling  the  necessity 
of  having  only  a  single  book  of  reference,  incorporated  with  it  so  much 
of  geography  as  is  usually  required  for  the  elucidation  of  the  authors 
commonly  read  in  schools :  still,  even  this  abridgment  was  scarcely 
brief  enough,  or  the  price  sufficiently  low  to  supply  the  wants  of  a  large 
class  of  students;  and  the  Editor  therefore  issued  a  further  abridgment, 
of  far  smaller  dimensions  and  less  price.  This  is  the  present  volume, 
i\nd  most  excellently  will  it  answer  its  purpose.  Boys  are  always,  for  some 
inscrutable  reason,  particularly  adverse  to  looking  out  proper  names;  if  any- 
thing will  tempt  them  to  do  this,  as  they  certainly  ought,  the  above  work 
will :  it  is  ably  written,  and  largely  illustrated  with  woodcuts  from  ancient 
paintings,  ana  other  sources,  to  illustrate  different  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  the  text,  or  portray  the  various  mythological  personages.  This 
-system  of  illustration  is  a  most  agreeable  feature  in  the  work,  and  will, 
we  are  quite  sure,  prove  highly  attractive  to  the  younger  readers.  The 
modern  names  are  generally  attached  to  the  various  places  in  the  geogra- 
pltical  department ;  and  throughout,  although  an  abridgment  of  an  abridg- 
ment, no  name  of  any  note  or  importance  appears  to  be  omitted. 


A    SHORT   EXPLANATION    OF   THE   EPISTLES   AND   GOSPELS  OP   THE   CHRIS- 
TIAN YEAR,  WITH   questions:    FOR  THE   USE   OF   SCHOOLS.      (LondCfll  : 

G.  Bell) 
This  little  work  is  what  its  title  describes  it  as  being,  ai.d  it  is  intended 
Xo  assist  teachers  in  a  plain  and  practical  manner.    T^e  explanations  con- 
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sist  of  short  statements  of  the  contents  of  each  epistle  and  gospel,  and  of 
the  principal  heads  of  instruction  to  be  derived  from  them.  Each  of  these 
short  commentaries,  if  they  may  be  so  styled,  is  divided  into  two  or  three 
paragraphs,  and  each  paragraph  is  immediately  followed  by  a  few  ques- 
tions upon  the  subject-matter  of  it,  in  order  to  answer  which  the  contents 
of  the  preceding  paragraph  must  be  called  to  mind.  The  questions  are 
very  simple,  and  yet  not  so  obvious  that  they  can  be  answered  by  one  who 
has  not  attended  to  the  paragraph  to  which  they  relate.  On  this  account 
we  would  recommend  the  book  not  only  to  teachers,  but  also  generally  to 
young  persons  who  are  desirous  of  forming,  by  the  aid  of  easy  exercises,  a 
habit  of  reading  religious  books  with  thoughtfulness,  and  of  gathering 
from  them  the  truths  they  are  designed  to  inculcate.  Teachers  in  Sunday 
schools  would  find  it  useful  to  practise  themselves  by  writing  out  the 
answers  to  the  questions,  not  only  as  a  preparation  for  their  Sunday  labours, 
but  also  as  an  exercise  in  easy  composition. 

1.    FOLIORUM   CENTURI^.      SELECTIONS   FOR  TUANSLATION    INTO  LATIN 

AND   GREEK   PROSE. 
2.    FOLIORUM  SILVULJS.     SELECTIONS  FOR  TRANSLATION  INTO  LATIN  AND 

GREEK  VERSE.  (Cambridge  I  Deigkton.) 
All  who  have  been  much  engaged  in  classical  tuition  at  the  universities 
or  in  grammar  schools,  have  experienced  the  want  of  some  compilation 
hke  the  above.  They  are  continually  in  need  of  passages  for  translation 
into  Greek  and  Latin  prose  and  verse ;  and  to  select  appropriate  extracts 
is  a  task  which,  from  its  constant  recurrence,  becomes,  tedious  and  burthen- 
some.  The  above  works  contains  a  large  collection  of  passages  suitable 
for  these  purposes,  and  consequently  time  and  trouble  will  be  saved 
to  the  classical  tutor.  The  passages  are  for  the  most  part  reprints  from 
old  examination  papers,  and  have  been  therefore  already  proposed  at  dif- 
ferent times,  and  having  been  selected  by  men  of  learning  and  competent 
judgment,  they  may  be  safely  taken  as  well  adapted  for  translation.  A 
key  would  have  been  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  teacher;  but,  from  the  ex- 
tent of  the  work,  perhaps  it  would  be  scarcely  possible,  without  an  enor- 
mous accession  of  work  to  the  Editor. 


A    FIRST   HISTORY   OF   GREECE.       BY  THE  AUTHOR    OF   "  AMY   HERBERT  ;*' 

"  THE  CHiLD*s  FIRST  HISTORY  OF  ROME ;"  ETC     Pp.  345.    (London  : 
Longmans,) 

This  is  a  valuable  addition  to  our  school  literature.  The  young  student 
may  gain  from  it  such  a  clear  and  complete  acquaintance  with  the  out- 
lines of  Grecian  history  as  cannot  fail  of  greatly  facilitating  his  subset 
quent  progress.  The  History  of  Greece,  being  in  fact  composed  of  a 
Dumber  of  separate  histories  of  small  states,  and  of  their  relations  to  one 
another,  requires  some  familiarity  with  its  several  parts  before  it  can  be 
understood  and  remembered  as  a  whole.  Such  a  distinct  and  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  general  history  is  valuable,  in  order  to  enable  the  student 
to  enter  into  those  minute  details  in  the  history  of  separate  states,  to  which 
he  will  find  allusions  in  the  pages  of  their  most  distinguished  authors.  On 
these  accounts  this  history  will  be  very  useful  as  a  commencement  of  the 
study  of  Grecian  history  for  the  classical  student.  It  will  also  be  found 
to  afford  a  knowledge  of  the  main  facts  of  the  history,  sufficient  for  those 
who  are  not  required  to  pursue  the  study  of  the  classics.   Some  acquaint- 
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ance  with  the  geography  of  Greece  is  necessary  to  understand  its  his- 
tory. To  assist  in  communicating  this,  especially  to  girls,  who  are  gene* 
rally  less  familiar  than  boys  with  ancient  geography,  a  short  sketch  of  the 
geography  of  ancient  Greece,  occupying  about  a  page  and  a  half,  is  given 
at  the  beginning  of  the  volume.  It  is  recommended  that  students  should 
be  mad3  well  acquainted  with  this  before  reading  the  history,  that  they 
may  be  better  able  to  comprehend  what  otherwise  might  appear  only  a 
confused  account  of  petty  wars.  The  history  is  well  written,  and  the  prin- 
cipal events  are  related  in  separate  chapters,  so  that  each  chapter  may  be 
considered  as  affording  an  interesting  and  complete  lesson. 


THE  ANALYSIS  OF  SENTENCES  EXPLAINED  AND  SYSTEMATISE D  !  AFTER  THE 
FLAN  OF  BOCKER's  GERMAN  GRAMMAR.  BY  J.  D.  MORELL,  A.M.,  AUTHOR 
OF  AN  HISTORICAL  AND  CRITICAL  VIEW  OP  THE  SPECULATIVE  PHILO- 
SOPHY   OF   EUROPE   IN    THE   NINETEENTH  CENTURY,  ETC.;    AND  ONE   OF 

HER  majesty's  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS.    8vo.,  pp.  75.  (Loudon  :  Theo'- 
bald,   Manchester  :  Sims  and  Dinham), 

Mr.  Morell's  book  is  an  adaptation  of  the  method  of  analysis  which  was 
first  applied  to  the  German  language  by  Dr.  Bocker,  and  has  since  been 
followed  by  most  of  the  German  grammarians  and  elementary  teachers. 
The  first  part  treats  of  the  elements  which  enter  into  the  simple  sentence. 
The  methods  in  which  the  essential  parts  of  the  sentence  may  be  ex- 
pounded are  here  classified,  and  the  mode  of  analyzing  them  illustrated  by 
examples.  The  second  part  treats  of  the  complex  compound  sentence ; 
embracing  their  various  contractions,  and  also  exhibiting,  by  further 
examples,  the  most  convenient  methods  of  analysis.  The  third  part 
treats  of  the  logical  analysis  of  sentences,  and  shows  in  what  way  the 
fundamental  rules  of  syntax  may  be  deduced  from  it. 

"  The  chief  advantage  I  look  for,"  says  Mr.  Morell,  "  from  pursuing  grammar 
on  these  principles,  is  to  show  the  folly,  in  education,  of  putting  Etymology 
over  the  head  of  Syntax,  and  of  inculcating  the  mere  study  of  individual  words, 
and  their  structure,  in  preference  to  the  investigation  of  language  as  the  great 
complex  organ  of  human  thought,  I  have  long  been  convinced  that  the  proper 
study  of  language  is  the  preparatory  discipline  for  all  abstract  thinking,  and 
that,  if  the  intellect  is  to  be  strengthened  in  this  direction,  we  must  begin  the 
process  here** 

We  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Morell  in  these  remarks,  and  we  think  with 
him  too,  that  grammatical  analysis  is  far  too  little  attended  to  in  our 
eleipentary  schools.  Each  word  is  parsed  separately,  and  its  derivation 
IS  perhaps  told ;  and  the  scholars  thus  come  to  look  upon  words  as  the 
dead  material  of  language,  having  no  vital  principle  of  cohesion  among 
themselves.  Whereas  the  aim  of  all  grammatical  exercises  should  be 
to  examine  processes  of  thought,  as  exhibited  in  combinations  of  words. 
This  is  very  important.  It  is  true,  that  the  vehicle  of  thought  is  well 
deserving  of  attentive  study  for  its  own  sake,  simply  regarded  as  a  beau- 
tiful and  appropriate  structure.  But  still  the  beauty  and  appropriateness 
are  relative  to  the  end  to  be  attained  ;  and  the  study  of  this  vehicle  ca» 
only  be  undertaken  (without  the  commission  of  a  downright  absurdity)  m 
the  light  of  that  end,  and  therefore  by  persons  more  advanced  in  years 
and  knowledge  than  boys  in  national  schools.  At  present,  if  we  ask  one 
of  these  young  etymologists  to  parse  the  word  "  except,"  he  will  tell  us 
correctly  enough  that  it  is  a  preposition,  and  perhaps,  also,  that  it  is 
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derived  from  the  Latin  ex  and  capio;  but  if  we  further  ask  him  as  to  its 
office  in  the  sentence,  what  ideas  it  shows  the  relation  between,  we  shall 
find  that  he  has  not  the  slightest  notion  of  what  we  mean.  He  will  only 
be  able  to  tell  us  that  it  governs  the  noun  which  follows  it  in  the  objective 
case;  how  or  why  he  does  not  know.  This  is  certainly  beginning  at  the 
wrong  end,  and,  what  is  worse,  we  never  reach  the  right  one.  We  trust 
Mr.  Morell  s  Analysis  will  be  the  means  of  putting  teachers  on  the  right 
track. 


A  SYSTEM  OF  ENGLISH  OllAMMAR  ;  FOUNDED  ON  THE  PHILOSOPHY  Or 
I.AVGUAGE,  AND  THE  PRACTICE  OF  THE  BEST  AUTHORS.  BY  C.  W. 
CONNOR,    M.A.,   SCHOOLS  OF   GREENWICH    HOSPITAL.        ScCOnd   Edition. 

(Edinburgh  :  Oliver  Sf  Boyd.) 
We  have  often  wondered  why  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
should  have  placed  this  grammar  in  schedule  A.  (Lesson  Books  for  Ele- 
mentary Schools),  and  not  in  schedule  B  (Text  Books  for  the  Masters  and 
Universities  of  Elementary  Schools,  and  for  Pupil  Teachers).  Worthy 
•as  it  may  be  of  a  place  in  their  Lordships*  list,  it  certainly  does  not  stand 
appropriately  in  the  one  at  present  assigned  to  it.  We  cannot  consider  it 
an  elementary  book  ;  it  is  decidedly  critical  and  philological,  and  in  some 
parts  even  metaphysical. 

In  an  elementary  grammar  we  should  expect  the  definitions  and  rules 
•to  be  precise  and  authoritative.  Every  thing  must  have  been  clearly  ascer- 
tained or  decided  by  the  writer,  and  the  scholar  must  not  be  required  to 
do  more  than  learn  implicitly  what  is  thus  marked  out  for  him.  It  vill 
not  do  to  place  before  a  child  two  opinions  on  any  subject,  and  tell  lum 

•to  choose  between  them,  however  much  you  may  reason  with  him  upon 
their  respective  merits.     Everything  which  a  child  is  taught  must  be  sim- 

.  pie  and  clear;  he  must  be  able  to  rely  with  confidence  upon  its  truth; 
he  must  not  even  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  there  is  any  possibility  oi 
two  opinions  upon  the  subject.  We  are  quite  sure  that  this  is  the  only 
way  of  laying   a  safe  foundation   for  knowledge   in   the  child's  mind. 

'  Young  hearts  are  so  trusting,  that  they  absolutely  require  certainty  la 
what  is  told  them.  Everybody  will  have  observed  that,  if  you  P^ 
children  two  difierent  accounts  of  the  same  thing,  they  are  perplexed» 
not  being  able  to  perceive  which  is  the  true  and  which  the  false  one,  and 
not  only  so,  but  grieved  (sometimes  to  tears)  at  their  perplexity. 

Instead  of  any  such  simple  course  as  this,  we  find,  in  the  present  work, 
a  critical  examination  of  the  opinions  of  grammarians.  The  author  enters 
into  disputes  with  the  highest  authorities  on  the  subject,  and  so  com- 
pletely does  he  seem  to  realize  the  encounters,  that  with  an  excess  ot 
courtesy,  he  speaks  of  Home  Tooke  and  Harris  as  Mr.  Home  Tookc  and 
Mr.  Harris !  Between  himself,  however,  and  his  antagonist,  in  tne 
mean  time,  the  gentle  reader  is  entirely  left  out  of  the  question.  Tnc 
worst  of  it  is,  too,  that,  after  all,  he  does  not  make  up  his  own  mind*  b" 
■wavers  between  the  two  opposite  views  till  the  last.  Of  this  we  will  give 
some  instances.  In  regard  to  the  possessive  personal  pronouns,  he  "J^ 
says  that  they  are  distinctly  adjectives,  then  he  declines  them  with  tne 
personal  pronouns,  and  lastly  he  determines  to  call  them  pronomina 

'  adjectives.  In  speaking  of  the  comparison  of  adjectives,  he  endeavours, 
very  unnecessarily,  to  prove  that  the  positive  itself  involves  an  idea  of  coin- 

^parison  (of  course  it  does,  for  all  our  notions  arise  from  comparison;* 
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and  then  he  deduces  from  this  the  encouraging  fact,  that  '*  it  is  impos- 
sible to  state  any  essential  difference  between  it  and  the  other  degrees  of 
comparison."  Similarly  he  rejects  the  article  as  a  separate  part  of  speech, 
and  then,  in  giving  a  form  for  parsing  exercises,  he  teaches  the  pupil  to 
call  it  both  adjective  and  article.  He  also  rejects  the  future  tense,  se- 
veral moods,  and  the  whole  passive  voice  in  one  section  ;  and  yet,  in  that 
immediately  following,  he  gives  all  the  tenses  and  moods  that  were  ever 
heard  of,  and  only  omits  the  passive  voice,  because,  as  he  says,  it 
"would  be  "a  vain  repetition." 

Again,  the  book  is  too  philological  for  an  elementary  work.  Although 
treating  of  English,  and  not  Comparative,  Grammar,  the  author  repeatedly 
refers  to  the  usages  of  other  languages — Latin,  Greek,  Sanscrit,  Arabic, 
French,  and  German.  Thus  he  gives  an  account  of  the  Greek  Dual 
form,  and  refers  to  the  Latm  when  speaking  of  the  gender  of  nouns  and 
the  inflexion  of  verbs.  He  seems  generally  to  be  more  bent  upon  as- 
serting the  superiority  of  our  own  over  other  languages,  than  upon  laying 
down  strict  rules  for  the  guidance  of  those  whose  only  aim  at  first  should 
be  to  learn  its  usages. 

Further,  the  work  is  occasionally  too  metaphysical  for  the  class  of  per- 
sons for  whom  it  is  intended.  Mr.  Connor  gives  the  following  definitions 
of  goodness  and  Tnan,  when  speaking  of  abstract  nouns : — **  Goodness  is  a 
single  quality,  which  may  characterize  an  unlimited  number  of  things ; 
but  man  is  the  name  of  an  unknown  aggregate  of  qualities.''  And  in 
speaking  of  the  adjective,  he  says :— "  The  noun  and  adjective  together 
signify  less  than  the  noun  alone  :  that  is,  if  considered  objectively  ;  but  if 
subjectively  f  they  signify  more." 

But  we  regret  to  state  that  we  cannot  give  this  grammar  a  very  high 
character,  even  as  a  book  for  teachers  and  pupil  teachers.  A  grammar 
must  be  judged  chiefly  by  its  definitions,  and  those  of  the  present  volume 
are  scarcely  worthy  of  the  name.  They  are  rather  roundabout  expla- 
nations with  the  ordinary  definitions  as  the  text.  In  defining  the  verb 
the  author  helps  himself  out  by  a  quotation  (whkk  sort  of  assistance  he 
avails  himself  of  rather  largely  throughout  the  work)  ;  but,  after  all,  he 
only  requires  affimation  or  assertion  in  the  verb,  according  to  the  old 
definition.  He  afterwards  squares  the  imperative  to  this  definition  by 
saying.  "  The  Imperative  is  clearly  elliptical.  *  Love  thou,'  is  equivalent 
to  '  I  command,  request,  &c.,  thee  to  love.' ''  In  the  definition  of  the  ad- 
verb, the  preposition,  as  one  of  the  classes  of  words  modified,  is  omitted; 
Immediately  after  giving  this  definition  too,  the  author  tells  us  it  cannot 
be  received ;  but  does  not  attempt  a  more  satisfactory  one,  and  that 
virtually  leaves  the  adverb  undefined.  The  same  is  the  case  with  the  pro- 
nouns. 


Cone^^pontrrnce. 


SKETCH  OF  GRECIAN  CHRONOLOGY. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  chronology,  though  commonly  designated  the 
handmaid  of  history,  is  nevertheless  an  unpopular  and  somewhat  tedious 
subject,  and  is  in  practice  very  indifierently  learnt.  Our  own  experience 
of  the  knowledge  of  boys  in  this  direction  is  most  discouraging.  We  have 
met  with  boys,  possessed  of  a  fair  average  acquaintance  with  other  matters. 
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who  did  not  know  the  date  of  a  single  occurrence^  from  the  creation  to  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century.     It  seems  not  improbable  that  perhaps 
too  much  is  attempted  to  be  learnt  at  once^  and,  when  the  first  attempt 
fails,  no    further  efforts  are  made — the  work  is  given  up  in  a  kind  of 
despair.    It  has  occurred  to  me,  therefore,  a  similar  attempt  on  Bible 
Chronology  having  already  appeared  in  the  pages  of  the  Jouriial,  that, 
by  giving  the  pupil  a  thorough  knowledge  of  a  few  of  the  principal  eyeuts 
in  a  country's  history,  he  may  possibly  be  led  on  and  encouraged  after- 
terwards  to  fill  up  the  outline.     So  much,  though  little,  being  thoroughly 
'known,  will  serve  as  a  kind  of  nucleus,  around  which  may  be  gathered  by 
degrees  many  important  dates.     The  knowledge  of  history  which  a  boy 
has  of  necessity  got  in  the  course  of  his  reading,  is  of  no  use  to  himjf  he 
knows  nothing  of  the  order  in  which  the  events  occurred.    When  a  youth 
sixteen  years  of  age,  who  can  construe  Greek  freely  and  write  Latin  verses 
fairly,cannot  tell  whether  thePersianInvasions,thePeloponnesianWar,the 
Retreat  of  the  Ten  Thousand,  or  the  Battle  of  Issus  happened  first  in  order 
t>f  time,  it  seems  high  time  to  try  to  mend  such  a  state  of  things.    We 
have  prepared,  for  their  use,  a  sketch  of  the  principal  events  in  Grecian 
history,  and  propose  to  offer  it  to  those  of  your  readers  who  have  found  a 
difficulty  in  this  department  of  education.   As  principal  halting-places,  we 
have  taken  the  dates  made  up  of  fives,  fours,  threes,  twos,  and  ones.    To 
the  first  of  these  are  attached ^ve  important  persons  or  events,  living  or 
happening  at  or  very  near  that  time  ;  to  the  next  date  we  have  assigned 
,your  such  persons  or  events ;  to  the  others  three,  two,  and  one.  This  may 
be  called  the  first  lesson  ;  and  the  learner  should  be  directed  to  make  him- 
self thoroughly  acquainted  (from  historical  works)  with  the  men  or  circum- 
stances here  introduced.   For  a  second,  or  supplementary  lesson,  we  have 
selected  two  or  three  important  matters,  that  fall  about  midway  between 
those  already  mentioned.     The  whole  can  be  thoroughly  learnt  in  half  an 
hour;  and,  when  any  historical  event  is  afterwards  met  with,  the  teacher 
may  take  care  to  inquire  between  which  of  the  outline  dates  such  a  circum- 
stance takes  place.     This  much,  at  all  events,  would  be  making  a  start; 
for  some,  it  would  almost  be  sufficient ;  for  all,  it  would  lead  the  way  to 
a  more  extended  and  a  more  accurate  acquaintance  with  chronology* 

OUTLINE   OF   GRECIAN   CHRONOLOGY. 

«.c.  555.  Cyrus;  Solon  (end);  Croesus;  Astyaj^es;  Pisistratas  (.beginmog)* 

{490.  Darius,  Marathon,  Miltiades. 
480.  Xerxes,  Salamis,  Themistocles. 
444.  Herodotus,  Pericles,  Thucydides,  Thirty  Years'  Truce. 

404  i  Socrates  ;  Xenophon ;  Retreat  of  Ten  Thousand ;  End  of  Pdo- 

•  i    ponnesian  War ;  Death  of  Sophocles,  Euripides,  and  Alcibiades. 
333.  Alexander  (at  Issus) ;  Aristotle ;  Demosthenes. 

C  Pyrrhus  in  Italy. 

•  i  Gauls  in  Greece. 

222.  Achaean  League;  Aratus  (death). 

C  192.  Antiochus  the  Great. 

(.  I-^^*  Corinth  destroyed  by  the  Romans. 
111.  Greece  all  but  entirely  subdued  by  Rome. 


DEFENCE  OF  ARITHMETIC. 
7t  has  often  been  asserted  that  a  familiarity  with  mathematical  reasoning  unfits  themina 
-ibr  proficiency  in  moral  reasoning.     I  have  never  seen  any  evidence  that  has  convinc* 
nie  of  the  soundness  of  this  opinion.     No  doabt  a  man  will  enter  more  readily  vpp" 
that  kind  of  reasoning  with  which  he  is  most  familiar.    A  profeEior  of  matbeff&ucs 
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may  naion  well  on  mathematics,  and  badly  on  morals,  simply  because  he  is  accustomed 
to  one  kind  of  reasoning  and  not  accustomed  to  the  other.  This  affords  no  evidenoe 
that  hii  capacity  for  moral  reasoning  has  been  impaired  by  his  study  of  mathematics. 
It  appears  to  me  more  rational  to  suppose  that  the  discipline  imparted  to  the  mind  by 
inathematical  studies,  tends  to  give  increased  precision  and  energy  to  all  the  other  ope- 
Tations  in  which  it  may  engage.  At  the  same  time,  in  passing  through  life,  you  will  find 
that  a  dexterity  in  performing  the  operations  of  arithmetic  will  be  of  more  use  to  you 
than  a  knowledge  of  the  abstract  principles  on  which  these  operations  are  founded. 
Sam  Slick  says,  **  If  you  wish  to  go  ahead,  there's  nothing  like  ciphering." — Zjogie 
for  the  Million, 


"YOU  WAS"  FOR  "YOU  WERE. 


J9 


Sir, — It  is  becoming  very  common  to  hear  people  make  use  of  the 
lingular  verb  after  the  plural  pronoun  of  the  second  person  when  address- 
ing individuals,  not  from  ignorance,  but  from  a  sort  of  belief  in  the 
grammatical  correctness  of  the  phraseology.  Thus,  they  say,  **  You  woi 
not  at  home  yesterday,"  and  they  contend  that  the  verb  should  be  in  the 
singular  to  agree  with  the  pronoun,  which  only  refers  to  one  person. 

Putting  aside  the  general  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  using  the  sin- 
gular verb  after  the  pronoun  you,  it  is  obvious  that  the  verb,  whether  sin- 
gular or  plural,  should  be  in  the  second  person  to  correspond  with  th« 
pronoun.  Even  supposing,  therefore,  that  it  were  proper  to  use  the  verb 
in  the  singular,  "  you  was"  would  still  be  incorrect,^  we  should  have  to 
s^y  "  you  wast." 

Some  of  the  old  writers  have  occasionally  employed  the  singular  verb 
-after  you,  as  if  in  doubt  as  to  which  was  the  more  correct,  but  they  are 
always  consistent  in  respect  to  the  person  of  the  verb.  Tims  Sir  Thomas 
Wyatt  says, 

**  I  shall  enforce  my  fainting  breath, 
.\  .'  That  all  that  hear  this  deadly  note. 

Shall  know  that  you  dost  cause  my  death, 
"  I  die !  I  die  !  and  you  regard  it  not." 

Some  people  say  that  this  error  was  strengthened,  if  not  originated,  by 
Lindley  Murray,  from  the  fact  of  his  being  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends;  but  this  is  incorrect,  for  Lindley  Murray  consistently  opposed 
the  use  of  the  plural  form,  both  of  the  pronoun  and  the  verb,  in  address- 
ing an  individual.  It  would  rather  appear  that  the  error  has  been  a 
natural  consequence  of  the  substitution  of  the  singular  for  the  plural  pro- 
noun, and  has  existed  ever  since  the  substitution  was  first  made  in  our 
language.  Thus  we  find  it  noticed  by  Dr.  Lowth,  who  wrote  his  gram- 
mar about  the  middle  of  last  century.  He  says,  **  You  was  is  an  enor- 
mous solecism,  and  yet  authors  of  the  first  rank  have  inadvertently  fallen 
into  it     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Grammaticus. 
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ANSWERS  TO  THE  MATHEMATICAL  QUESTIONS. 
Qu£S.  135. — Proposed  by  Prismoid,  Tewkesbury, 

I  retired  to  rest  one  evening  at  m  minutes  to  h  o'clock,  and  on  rising 
6  bours  and  55  minutes  after,  it  wanted  h  minutes  to  m  o'clock.  Bequired 
the  time  of  rising. 

Answered  by  Mr,  Sothern,  and  similarly  by  Mr.  Levy^  A»M,,  Mr. 

Salter y  and  Mr,  Abbott, 

By  question,  (h  —  ^J    +  6Jf  -  w  — g^^  +  12, 

and  reduced  to  minutes, 
60  ;k  — m  +  415  —  720  »>  60  m  •—  h, 
or  61  A  —  61  m  =  305  ; 
.*.  A  —  Y»  s  5.     An  indeterminate  equation. 
Hence  h  may  =  6,  7,  8,  9,  10, 11,  or  12 ;  and  m  may  «  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  or  7. 
He  may  tlierefore  go  to  rest  at  any  of  the  following  times;  viz.,  1  min.  to  6, 2  min. 
to  7,  3  min.  to  8,  and  so  on ;  and  he  may  rise  at  the  following  corresponding  times, 
Tiz.,  6  min.  to  1,  7  min.  to  2,  8  min.  to  3,  and  so  on. 

QuES.  136. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Collins,  Liverpool. 

A  man  has  a  calf,  which,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  has  its  first  calf; 
at  the  end  of  three  years  after  that,  has  its  second  calf;  and  at  the  end  of 
every  two  years  after  that,  has  a  calf.  Each  calf  also,  like  the  original 
one,  when  four  years  old  has  its  first  calf;  at  the  end  of  three  years  after 
thatyhas  its  second  calf;  and  at  the  end  of  every  two  years  after  that,  has 
a  calf.  How  many  head  of  cattle  will  the  man  have  at  the  end  of  30 
years  ? 

N.B. — Not  having  received  a  correct  answer  to  this  question,  its  solution 
is  deferred  until  next  month. 

QuEs.  1 37. — Proposed  by  Mr,  0,  Clazey,  Skincliffe, 

A  tree,  in  the  form  of  a  frustrum  of  a  cone,  is  15  feet  long,  and  the  dia- 
meters of  its  greater  and  less  ends  are  five  and  three  feet  respectively. 
Required  the  length  of  the  greatest  square  beam  which  can  be  cut  out  of 
the  tree. 

Ansioered  by  the  Proposer^  and  similarly  by  Mr,  Dyer,  Mr,  Salter, 

and  Mr.  Righton. 

Let  y  be  the  length  of  the  required  beam,  and  2  x  the  aide  of  its  end ;  then  by  similar 
triangles, 

5 3  

— - —  :  15  ::  J?  V2  —  1^  :  15  — y, 


or  15  —  y  =s  15  0?  V2  —  22^, 
or  y  =  37i  —  15  a?  V2» 
but  4  a^  y  =:  solidity  of  beam  which  is  to  be  a  maximum ; 
.*.  37i  a?2  X  4  —  60  a?»  V2  ~  a  max. 

Consequently  x  =  ■■ 

•^  3  V2 

5 

.«.  y  s^  37i  —  15  V  2  'ttFq  ^  ^^i,  the  length  required. 

LIST   OP   MATHEMATICAL  ANSWERS. 

A.M.,  Cambridge,  ans.  135,  137 ;  J.  Salter,  Durham,  ans.  137;  T.  Sothem,  Burton- 
wood,  ans.  135,  137 ;  W.  Righton,  ans.  137 ;  E.  Rutter,  ans.  137 ;  T.  W.  Haigh, 
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«ndder«field^  ans.  135;  S.  Dyer,  Wanstcad,  ans.  135.  137 ;  O.  Clazcy,  Shindiffe,  ana. 
i  o*  ^¥;.^-  ^'  ^^V'  Shelbourne,  ans.  135,  137;  W.  Abbott.  Twickenham,  ane  135; 
J.  Rowlatt,  Evercreech,  ans.  135,  137 ;  T.  Horsman,  CheUea,  ans.  137. 


NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE  ANSWERED  IN   OUR    NuMBER  FOR   AuGUST,   1852. 

QuES.  US.-^Proposed  by  Mr.  Abbott,  Twickenham. 
Ill  how  many  days  of  8  hours  long  will  a  man  with  a  cart  and  horse 
transport  a  cubic  feet  of  earth  to  the  mean  distance  of  m  miles,  supposing 
the  horse  to  trarel  with  the  full  load  of  b  cubic  feet,  at  the  rate  of  r  miles 
per  hour,  and  to  return  with  the  empty  cart  at  the  rate  of  r^  miles  per 
hour  ? 

QuES.  139. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Levy,  Shelbourne. 

A  cylindrical  glass,  six  inches  long,  is  forced  into  water  with  its  mouth 
downwards,'  until  the  water  rises  one  inch  in  the  glass ;  required  the  depth 
to  which  the  glass  is  depressed  in  the  water. 

QuES.  140.— Proposed  by  Mr.  0.  Clazey,  Shindiffe. 
If  in  a  circle  whose  radius  is  6,  a  right  angled  triangle  be  inscribed, 
^how  that,  when  a  maximum  circle  is  inscribed  in  the  triangle,  the  area 
of  the  triangle  is  36.       j^.^^  ,^ 

GENERAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CANDIDATES  FOR 
CERTIFICATES  OF  MERIT. 

Easter,  1852. 

EUCLID. 

Section  I. — 1.  The  angles  at  the  base  of  an  isosceles  triangle  are  equal  to  each 
other. 

2.  All  the  interior  angles  of  any  rectilineal  figure,  together  with  four  right  angles^  are 
equal  to  twice  a|  many  right  angles  as  the  figure  has  sides. 

3.  To  a  given  straight  line  to  apply  a  parallelogram  which  shall  be  equal  to  a  given 
triangle,  and  have  one  of  its  angles  equal  to  a  given  rectilineal  angle. 

Section  II. — 1.  If  a  straight  line  be  divided  into  any  two  parts,  the  squares  of  the 
whole  line,  and  of  one  of  the  parts,  are  equal  to  twice  the  rectangle  contained  by  the 
whole  and  that  part,  together  with  the  square  of  the  other  part. 

2.  To  describe  a  square  that  shall  be  equal  to  a  given  rectilineal  figure. 

3.  If  A  B,  the  hypothenuse  of  a  right  angled  triangle  A  B  C  is  trisected  in  the  points 
D  and  E,  prove  that  C  Dg  +  D  Eg  +  E  Ce  «  #  A  B». 

Section  III.— 1.  The  angles  in  the  same  segment  of  a  circle  are  equal  to  one 
another. 

2.  Upon  a  given  straight  line  to  describe  a  segment  of  a  circle,  which  shall  contain  an 
angle  equal  to  a  given  rectilineal  angle. 

3.  If  from  any  point  without  a  circle  two  straight  lines  be  drawn,  one  of  which  cuts 
the  circle,  and  the  other  touches  it,  the  rectangle  contained  by  the  whole  line  which 
cuts  the  circle,  and  the  part  of  it  without  the  circle,  shall  be  equal  to  the  square  of  the 
line  which  touches  it. 

Section  IV. — 1.  To  inscribe  an  equilateral  and  equiangular  hexagon  in  a  given 
circle. 

2.  If  the  sides  of  two  triangles,  about  each  of  their  angles,  be  proportionals,  the 
triangles  shall  be  equiangular ;  and  the  equal  angles  shall  be  those  which  are  opposite  to 
the  homologous  sides. 

3.  In  right  angled  triangles,  the  rectilineal  figtire  described  upon  the  side  opposite  to 
the  right  angle,  is  equal  to  the  similar  and  similarly  described  figures  upon  the  sides 
containing  the  right  angle. 

Section  V. — 1.  If  two  lines  be  drawn  bisecting  each  other,  the  lines  which  join  their 
extremities  will  form  a  parallelogram. 
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2.  Construct  a  parallelogram  eqnal  to  a  given  paraUelogram,  and  having  «U  iti  ndei 
eqnal. 

3.  If  two  circles,  ABC  and  A  B  D,  intersect  in  A  and  B|  and  AC,  A  D  be  tvo 
diameters,  prove  that  the  line  C  D  will  pass  through  B. 

ALGEBRA. 

r 

ax  Q  9 

Section  I. — 1.  From take  , . 

*  — c         i  +  c 

2.  Redueo  to  iti  simplest  form  the  expression 

1  1  4r  +  3 


»—  1  ,      2*  +  2         2jr"  +  2  • 

3.  Find  the  square  root  of 

jfi  ^  ^a^  +  10**  ^»  20*>  +  25*»  +  24a?  +  16. 

Section  II. — Solve  one  of  the  following  equations  :— 

*p  +  3        (ff  J?  —  5 

1.-^+3- -4-    — . 

J?  + 16  =  2  +  */ir. 


3.V  V  -V 


(!-#)«  /!-.*». 


Section  III. — Solve  one  of  the  following  equations  :— 

1.  a?  +  y  —  8  =  0 

X  —  y        2  X  —  y       4 


2        ^     ^3^        3 
2.  *3  +y8  =1001"^ 
0?  +  y  =  11        t 


3.  **— 12«»  +  44jf2  — 48*  »9009 


1 


Section  IV.^1.  A  man  left  £560  between  his  son  and  daughter,  so  that,  forerery 
half  crown  the  son  should  have,  the  daughter  was  to  have  a  shilling.  How  much  did 
each  receive  ? 

2.  A  person  being  asked  what  o'clock  it  was,  answered  that  it  was  between  six  md 
seven,  and  that  the  hour  and  minute  hands  were  exactly  upon  each  other.  What  was 
the  time  of  day  ? 

3.  A  banker  borrows  money  at  3^  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  pays  the  interest  at  the 
end  of  the  year :  he  lends  it  out  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  but  receifes  the 
interest  quarterly,  and  by  this  means  gains  j^200  a-year.     How  much  does  he  borrov? 

Section  V. — 1.  A  grazier  buys  a  certain  number  of  oxen  for  £80 :  and  finds  that  if 
he  had  bought  four  fewer  for  the  same  money  they  would  have  cost  £\  a-piece  more. 
How  many  oxen  did  he  buy  ? 

2.  Find  two  numbers  such  that  their  product  shall  equal  the  difference  of  thdr 


squares :  and  the  sum  of  their  squares  shall  equal  the  difference  of  their  cubes. 

3.  A  person  spends  in  the  first  year  m  times  the  interest  of  his  property;  in  the 
seeond,  2  m  times  that  of  the  remainder;  in  the  third,  3  m  times  that  of  what  is  left  at 


the  end  of  the  second  year  ;  and  so  on,  at  the  end  of  2  p  years  he  has  nothing  remaimog. 
Show  that  in  the  p^^  year  he  spends  as  much  as  he  has  left  at  the  end  of  that  year. 

HIGHER  MATHEMATICS, 

Section  I.— 1.  Find  the  sum  of  20  terms  of  the  series  $>  1)  i»  &c« 

2.  Insert  10  Arithmetic  means  between  10  and  1000. 

3.  The  difference  of  the  means  of  four  numbers  in  geometric  progression  is  2 ;  and 
the  difference  of  the  extremes  is  7  :  required  the  numbers* 
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f  Sbction  II. — 1.  In  how  many  different  ways  may  jf  100  be  paid  in  crowns  and 
guineas  ? 

2.  Show  that  the  number  of  permutations  of  m  things  taken  n  together  is  equal  to  m. 
(m — l)...(m  —  r  +  1}  times  the  number  of  permutations  of  m  —  r  tilings  taken 
n — r  together. 

^   3.  Find  the  sum  of  the  series— 

2 

1  +  ^  +  ^  +  •  •  •  +  — 7 TT  +  •  •  •  to  infinity. 

Section  III. — 1.  Calculate  an  Algebraical  Expression  for  the  Discount  due  on  £k. 
at  the  end  of  N  monthsi  supposing  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  ;^R  for  every  ;^100,  and 
apply  it  to  the  case  of  £T1h  68,  8d,,  due  18  months  hence,  at  4^  per  cent. 
2.  ShoWi  Algebraically,  that  a  number  is  divisible  by  9,  if  the  sum  of  its  digits  is  di- 
visible by  9  :  and  by  11,  if  the  sum  of  the  Ist,  3rd,  5th,  &c.  digits  is  eqaal  to  the  sam 
of  the  2nd,  4ih,  6th,  &c.  digits. 

3.  Prove  the  Binominal  Theorem  when  the  index  is  a  whole  number,  and  show  after 
how  many  terms  the  series  for  (1  +  iy^  converges. 

Section  IV. — 1.  Explain  the  construction  of  Logarithmic  Tables,  and  show  that, 
with  their  aid,  the  operations  of  involution  and  evolution  may  be  performed  by  those  of 
multiplication  and  division. 

2.  Prove  that  Sec  A  »«  1  +  Tan  A  x  Tau  i  A,  and  adapt  this  expression  to  the  Circle 
whose  radius  is  R. 


3.  Show  that  (Cos  M  +  V  —  1  •  Sin  M)°  =  Cos  n  •  M  +  V  —  1  Sin  «  M  whether  n 
be  integral  or  fractional. 

Section  Y. — 1.  Find  the  equation  to  a  straight  line,  which  shall  pass  through  a 
given  point,  and  be  perpendicular  to  a  given  straight  line. 

2.  The  sum  of  the  squares  of  any  two  conjugate  diameters  of  an  ellipse  is  a  constant 
quantity. 

3.  Trace  the  curve,  whose  equation  is  y  =  sec.  ^,  and  find  its  area. 

MECHANICS. 

Section  I. — 1.  Why  is  perpetual  motion  mechanically  impossible  ? 

2.  Explain  clearly  the  difference  between  the  force  of  pressure  and  the  force  of  a  blow. 

3.  Explain  the  action  of  the  Screw,  and  show  the  mechanical  advantage  gained  by  it. 
Section  II. — A  Well  is  3  feet  in  diameter,  and  60  feet  deep,  and  full  of  water; 

what  is  the  H.  P.  of  an  engine  which  empties  it  in  15  minutes? 
■2.  Find  an  expression  for  the  range  of  a  projectile,  neglecting  the  resistance  of  the  air. 
3.  Explain  pattern  weaving. 

PHYSICS. 

Section  I. — 1 .  Why  is  a  stone  or  brick  floor  colder  to  the  feet  than  a  boarded  floor  ? 

2.  What  is  meant  by  radiation  and  re/lection  of  Heat  respectively  ?  Show  how  one 
who  understands  this  may  economise  fuel. 

3.  **  Can  the  art  of  Agriculture  be  based  upon  anything  but  the  restitution  of  a  dis- 
turbed equilibrium  ?"  (Liebig*s  Letters  on  Chemistry). — Answer  this  question,  and 
illustrate  your  answer  by  reference  to  the  principal  manures  used  by  Farmers. 

Section  II. — 1.  The  specific  gravities  of  two  fluids  being  "78  and  '66,  what  weight 
of  the  latter  fluid  will  fill  a  vessel  which  holds  911b.  of  the  former  ? 

2.  The  focal  lengths  of  the  object  and  eye  glasses  of  a  refracting  telescope  being 
given,  find  its  magnifying  power. 

3.  Describe  and  explain  the  Lactometer. 

Section  III. — 1.  Give  some  general  rule  for  the  position  of  a  black  board  with 
respect  to  the  light,  in  order  that  the  class  may  see  clearly  what  is  chalked  upon  it. 

2.  Explain  the  variety  of  tints  which  are  seen  at  sunset. 

3.  Show  that  waves  are  in  fact  a  vibration ;  and  illustrate  this  from  the  theory  of 
sound. 

Section  IV. — 1.  What  are  the  principal  means  of  exciting  electricity? 

2.  What  was  Oersted's  great  discovery  ?  Explain  its  practical  application  in  the 
Electric  Telegraph. 

3.  What  grounds  have  we  for  believing  that  Heat,  Light,  and  Electricity  may  be 
ultimately  referred  to  one  common  principle  ? 
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MUSIC. 
Section  I. — 1.  Describe  the  Diatonic  Scale ;  and  vrritc  out  the  Notes  of  which  it  is 
composed  in  the  Key  of  E  (Mi)  Natural,  or  in  that  of  E  Fiat.     Put  the  proper  mark  to 
■each  Note,  according  as  it  is  sharp,  Flat,  or  Natural. 

2.  Explain  the  Term  "  Cl^;  "  and  describe  the  different  Clefs  used  in  writing  Music. 
Write  out  one  Octave  of  the  Scale  of  E  Flat  in  the  "  Do  or  C  Clef,"  as  used  for  a  Tenor 
part.  Show  the  places  of  the  same  Notes  if  written  in  the  "  Sol "  (G),  and  **  Fa  "  (F), 
Clefs. 

3.  Put  Chords  to  this  Figured  Bass ;  and  state,  if  you  can,  to  what  species  of  com- 
position the  Passage  belongs. 


^am 


23: 


E 


^m 


-e>- 


3 


t' 


-€> 


i 


-^ 


i 


4 


Section  II.— 1.  Explain  the  Terms,-^**  Adagio*'  **  Andante,"  "  Allegretto  agitato." 
From  what  language  are  they  derived  ?     Name  any  other  terms  connected  with  these. 

2.  Explain  the  Terms,— *' Mfl/or  Third,"  **  Fourth,"  "Imperfect  Fifth,"  **  Minor 
Sixth;"  and  write  out  an  example  of  each  ;  using  no  sounds  but  such  as  are  found  in 
the  Key  of  E  Natural,  or  of  D  {Re),  Flat 

3.  Write  out,  in  order,  the  Names  of  the  Chords  and  Discords  in  this  Passage  ;  or,  if 
you  prefer  it,  represent  them  by  a  Figured  Bass.  Do  you  perceive  any  violation  of  the 
laws  of  Harmony  ? 


Section  III. — 1.  How  may  the  Key,  in  which  any  Piece  of  Music  is  written,  be  de- 
termined with  certainty  ? 

2.  On  which  Notes  of  any  Scale  can  Major  Chords  be  written  or  sounded,  without 
the  use  of  Accidentals  ?     Show  this,  in  the  Keys  of  B  {Si)  Flat,  and  of  G  {Sol). 

3.  How  many  Chords  are  derived  from  the  Common  Chord  ?  Give  examples,  with 
B  Flat,  or  G,  as  the  Key-note  and  fundamental  Bass. 

Section  IV. — 1.  Give  full  "Notes  of  a  Lesson"  on  the  following  Passage,  under 
these  several  "  Heads  : " — Keg — JHme — Intervals — Expression.  If  you  recognize  the 
4iir,  say  so ;  and  mention  any  changes  here  made  in  writing  it. 

2.  If  you  had  to  instruct  Pupil  Teachers  how  to  adapt  a  Second  to  this  Melody,  .what 
Kules  should  you  give  them  ? 

3.  Show,  as  you  would  to  Pupil  Teachers  tolerably  advanced  in  the  study  of  Harmony, 
how  this  Melody  may  be  harmonized  in  three  parts. 


Andantino. 


■§ 


E^E 


rt-rj 


3t=t 


tqtg 


E 


Section  V.—- 1.  In  teaching  young  children  to  sing  bg  ear,  what  are  the  faults  which 
it  is  most  necessary  to  guard  against } 

2.  Which  do  you  find  more  difficult,— ^to  teach  children  to  sing  correctly  in  respect 
of  intonation, — or  correctly  in  respect  of  time  ?  Give  reasons  in  support  of  your  answer. 

3.  By  what  means  would  you  try  to  train  children  to  join  in  Congregational  Psalmody; 
<1)  In  a  neighbourhood  where  there  was  little  taste  for  Music ;  (2)  Where  the  prevail- 
ing style  of  singing  was  loud  and  boisterous  ? 
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NATURAL  HISTORY. 

Section  I. — 1 .  Describe  the  appearance  and  habits  of  the  swallow. 

2.  Name  the  most  common  birds  of  passage,  distingaishing  those  which  visit  us  in 
summer  from  those  which  come  in  winter.  Show  the  reason  of  their  coming  at  differ- 
ent seasons,  and  mention,  as  far  as  yon  can,  the  countries  to  which  they  retire. 

3.  Give  instances  of  the  wisdom  of  Providence  in  the  formation  of — 

(a)  Water  Birds. 
lb)  Birds  of  Prey, 
(c)  Night-flying  Birds. 
{d)  Wading  Birds. 

Section  II. — 1.  In  what  respects,  chiefly  as  to  form  and  habits,  does  the  cat  differ 
from  the  dog  ?  Name  and  describe  the  habits  of  some  well-known  animals  of  each 
kind. 

2.  What  three  great  divisions  are  there  of  four-footed  beasts,  when  considered  with 
regard  to  their  food  ?  Name  some  of  each,  and  show  how  the  kind  of  food  influences 
their  habits  and  nature. 

3.  Mention  the  chief  domestic  animals.  State  in  what  countries  they  are  now  found' 
n  a  wild  state,  and  the  most  striking  changes  produced  in  them  by  being  domesticated. 

SCHOOL  MANAGEMENT. 

Section  I. — Explain  fully  the  meaning  of  one  of  the  following  subjects  : — 

1.  Discipline. 

2.  Method. 

3.  School  Management. 

Section  II. — 1.  What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  best  way  of  teaching  children  to 
read  ?     By  what  methods  would  you  endeavour  to  secure  good  reading  in  your  school  ? 

2.  Point  out  the  necessity  of  keeping  neat  and  accurate  registers.  How  would  you 
calculate  the  average  attendance  in  a  school  for  a  year  ? 

3.  Draw  a  ground  plan  of  a  school  for  the  number  of  children  now  under  your  own 
instruction,  showing  clearly  the  position  and  arrangements  which  you  consider  to  be  the 
best  for  the  gallery,  desks,  and  benches. 

ARITHMETIC  AND  BOOKKEEPING. 

Section  I. — 1.  State  clearly  your  method  of  teaching  numeration. 

2.  Explain  each  step  in  the  division  of  86/.  14».  11^.  by  760,  and  express  the  value 
of  the  remainder. 

3.  Describe  the  advantages  of  mental  arithmetic,  and  prove  the  rule  for  finding  what 
any  number  of  pence  per  day  will  amount  to  in  a  year. 

Section  ii. — 1.  Find,  by  practice,  the  value  of  17  cwt.  1  qr.  16  lb.,  at  £Z  2*.  ^^d. 

2.  How  many  yards  of  cloth  can  be  bought  for  j^402  5«.,  if  6  yards  cost  £\  8«.  8^.  ? 
'^  3.  If  a  rupee  be  worth  1«.  lOiJ.,  how  many  ducats  of  12^.  each  are  equal  in  value  to 
1,500  rupees  ? 

HISTORY  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  MEMOIRS. 

Section  I. — 1.  Give  a  sketch  of  the  wars  of  King  Alfred  the  Great  ? 

2.  How  many  Crussades  were  there  there  ?  With  which  of  them  were  English  Princes 
concerned  ?  and  how  ? 

3.  Give  a  brief  account  of  the  military  transactions  in  France,  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI. 

Section  IT. — 1.  Describe  the  origin,  progress,  and  ultimate  fate  of  the  impostures 
which  threatened  the  crown  of  Henry  VII. 

2.  Enumerate  the  several  instances  in  English  History  in  which  the  law  of  hereditary 
succession  has  been  broken  through. 

'  3.  Give  the  origin  of  the  Wars  of  the  Roses.     Name  the  most  remarkable  persons 
who  figured  in  those  wars,  and  state  the  final  issue  of  the  struggle. 

GRAMMAR  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE. 

Section  I. — 1.  Point  out  the  distinction  between  adverbs  and  conjunctions.  Give 
an  examples. 

2.  **  I  cook  better  than  her."  **  I  cook  better  than  she."  Which  of  these  expres- 
sions is  correct  ?  On  what  does  the  question  of  their  correctness  turn  ?  Point  out  a 
way  in  which  either  can  be  defended. 
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3.  "  The  weatber  is  charming."  "  I  saw  an  Indian  charming  a  serpent/'  What 
part  of  speech  is  charming  in  these  sentences  respectively  ?  Mark  the  difference  of  its 
use  in  the  cases. 

Section  II. — ^Write  a  paraphrase  of  one  of  these  passages : — 

1.  *<  Does  then  the  bard  sleep  here  indeed  ? 
Or  is  it  but  a  groundless  creed  ? 
What  matters  it  ?     I  blame  them  not 
Whose  Fancy  in  this  lonely  spot 
Was  moved ;  and  in  such  way  ejcpress'd 
Their  notion  of  its  perfect  rest. 
A  convent,  even  a  hermit's  cell, 
Would  break  the  silence  of  this  dell : 
It  is  not  quiet,  is  not  ease ; 
But  iomethinff  deeper /ar  than  these : 
The  separation  that  is  here 
Is  of  the  grave;  and  of  austere 
Yet  happy  feelings  oi  the  dead : 
And,  therefore,  was  it  rightly  said 
That  Ossian,  last  of  all  his  race, 
Lies  buried  in  this  lonely  place.' 

2.  **  The  tenotir 

Which  my  life  holds,  he  readily  may  conceive 
Whoe'er  hath  stood  to  watch  a  mountain  brook 
In  some  still  passage  of  its  course,  and  seen 
Within  the  depths  of  its  capacious  breast, 
Inverted  treea,  rocks,  clouds,  and  azure  sky ; 
And,  on  its  glassy  surface,  specks  of  foam, 
And  conglobated  bubbles  undissolved, 
Numerous  as  stars ;  thai,  by  their  onward  lapse. 
Betray  to  sight  the  motion  of  the  stream, 
Else  imperceptible.     Meanwhile,  is  heard 
A  soften'd  roar,  or  murmur  ;  and  the  sound 
Though  soothing,  and  the  little  floating  isles 
Though  beautiful,  are  both  by  Nature  charged 
With  the  same  pensive  office ;  and  make  known 
Through  what  perplexing  labyrinths,  abrupt 
Precipitations,  and  untoward  straits. 
The  earth-born  wanderer  hath  passed  ;  and  quickly. 
That  respite  o*er,  like  traverses  and  toils 
Must  he  again  encounter.' 


tf 
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MINUTES  FOR  1852  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL  ON  EDUCA- 
TION. 

In  our  last  Number  we  gave  some  of  the  general  statements  from  the  snmmarie*  "Jl 
grants  awarded  by  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education.  We  then  stated  that  tbe 
total  amount  granted  last  year,  ending  31st  December,  is,  including  the  expenies  of 
administration,  164,313/.  lis,  7f^.  This  sum  was  distributed  in  the  following  propor- 
tions:— 

In  building  t  enlarging,  repairing,  and  furnishing  Elementary  Schools, 

£       ».  d. 

173  Church  schools         .                •                •            20,430    7  4 

15  British  and  Wealeyan  schools            •             .        2,043    3  4 

1  Roman  Catholic  school            .                 •                  100    0  0 

13  Scotch  Church  schools      .            .                 .         1,837  10  0 

;^24,411    0    8 
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In  bwldinff,  enlarging ,  repairing  ^  and  furnishing  Normal  Schooh. 

£      a.  d. 

3  Church  schools  •  .  •  •  7,070    0     0 

1  Workhouse  school  .  .  •  .     4,913    0    9 


i^l  1,983    0    9 


In  providing  Books  and  Maps, 

£  8.  d. 

408  Church  schools       •            .            •            •           1,242  6  Oi 

72  British  and  Wesleyan  schools              .            •        280  8  9^ 

35  Roman  Catholic  schools            •                •                184  6  5^ 

7  Without  description            •            •                •            7  18  5 


£1714  19  7f 
In  augmenting  Salaries  qf  Sehoolmasiers  and  Schoolmistresses,   ' 

£      s.  d. 

In  Church  schools       .             .            •            .            10,222  15  0 

British  and  Wesleyan  schools         .            .            •        2,244     9  2 

In  Roman  Catholic  schools     .             •            .            •      387     0  0 

In  Scotch  Church  schools             .            .            •          2619  10  0 


£15,473  14     2 

In  Stipends  to  Pupil  TeaeherSf  and  Gratuities  for  instructing  them, 

£  s,    d. 

In  Church  schools        ....            55,615  11     9 

In  British  and  Wesleyan  schools                •            •       13,760  13     8 

In  Roman  Catholic  schools     .            •            •                  575  3     4 

In  Workhouse  schools        .            •            •            •           162  510 

In  Scotch  Church  schools        •            •        ^   •              6,222  11     2 


i&76,336  5  9 

In  Annual  Grants  to  Normal  Schools  for  certificated  Students,  Queen's  Scholars,  and 

towards  general  expenses  *, 

£  8,  d. 

Church  schools               •            .            .            •            5,398  15  0 

British  and  Foreign  schools              •            •            .        750  0  0 

Workhouse  schools        .          .            •            •             3,114  13  6 

Scotch  Church  schools      •            •            •            •        1,250  0  0 


£10,513  8  6 
In  Special  Grants  to  Industrial  Schools, 

£  s,  d. 

13  Church  schools             .             .             .             •            86  4  4 

1  Workhouse  school               •            .            .                   27  0  0 
1  Retiring  pension          .            •            •             • 

£113  4  4 


*  Since  the  year  1844,  annual  grants,  irrespectiyely  of  Goyernment  iDspection,  hare 
been  made  in  the  following  institutions: — ^National  Society,  1000/.;  British  and  Fo- 
reign, 7&0/.;  Scotch  Established  Church,  1000/.  The  Workhouse  Normal  School  is 
Kneiier  Hall^  The  following,  as  shown  by  the  Minutes,  are  its  expenses  for  the  first 
two  years  of  its  existence  :— 

Building-site  and  building        •  •  • 

First  grant  for  general  expenses    . 
Furnishing,  &c.  ...» 

Second  grant  for  general  expenses 
Exhibitions  and  Queen's  scholarships 


£          8. 

36,419    8 

1,272  17 

4,913     0 

3,019  13 

305     0 

d, 
2 
3 
9 
6 
0 

£45,929  19 

8 

#. 

d. 

0 

0 

13 

4 

3 

6 

11 

8 

5 

10 
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The  balance  of  the  total  amount  granted  is  made  np  of  the  salaries  of  the  twenty- 
five  inspectors,  and  their  travelling  and  personal  expenses,  19|679/.  Iff.  \d, ;  of  tha 
salaries  of  the  seven  officers  employed  in  the  Council  Office,  1,582/.  lis.  2d.;  and  of 
other  expenses  connected  with  postage,  and  the  booksellers*  commission  on  books, 
granted  822/.  lOx.  7d, 

In  a  succeeding  table  we  find  the  total  number  of  certificated  students  resident  in  tlie 
various  drawing-schools  during  each  year,  from  the  date  of  the  Minutes  of  1846,  and 
the  sums  of  money  granted  in  consequence  :— 

1847,  83  students,  at  a  cost  of  •  •  1,705 

1848,  138  i»  H  If  •            •            •      2,561 

1849,  167  „  f»  ,,  .            •            3,395 

1850,  256  „  tt  ff  •            •            •        S>094 

1851,  305  jf  tf  tt  •            •            •    d»712 

Queen's  scholarships  were  first  taken  in  1850.  The  results  of  the  two  years  are  as 
follows  :— 

£      «.    d. 

1850,  39  Queen's  scholars,  at  a  cost  of    •  .  800    0    0 

1851,  144  „  „         „  •  2,901  13    4 

The  total  number  of  schools  in  England  which,  up  to  the  end  of  December,  1851, 
had  received  grants  towards  building  or  repairing,  3011,  with  accommodations  for 
472,412  children.  The  number  of  certificated  masters  at  the  same  time  was  592  ;  and 
of  mistresses,  284;  of  apprentices — boys,  2904;  girls,  1757. 

The  same,  for  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  are — Schools,  3474 ;  scholars,  532,350 ; 
masters,  845;  mistresses,  328;  male  apprentices,  3657;  female,  1950. 

Among  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  CouncU,  during  the  past  year,  is  one 
which  will  remove  much  misapprehension  and  uncertainty  respecting  retiring  pensions 
to  teachers.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Minutes,  1846,  provided  that  pensions 
should  be  given  to  infirm  schoolmasters  and  mistresses,  if  the  inspector  reported  favour- 
ably of  their  schools,  and  of  their  character  and  conduct  upon  the  testimony  of  the 
trustees  or  school  managers ;  if,  also,  they  have  been  teachers  for  fifteen  years,  and  in 
schools  under  inspection  for  seven  years.  The  Minute  of  which  this  is  the  substance, 
took  a  more  definite  form  in  the  following  resolution  of  the  6th  August,  1851  :— 

**  Resolved — That  the  foregoing  Minute  be  declared  to  have  been  intended  to  faci- 
litate the  appointment  of  competent  successors  in  the  place  of  meritorious  but  inca- 
pacitated teachers,  whose  removal  might,  by  such  assistance,  be  efifected  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  their  claims  on  the  public. 

*'  That  in  order  to  define  the  extent  of  the  charge  to  be  created  on  the  Parliamentary 
grant  for  Education,  the  pensions  to  be  awarded,  pursuant  to  the  Minute  of  the  21st 
December,  1846,  be  as  follows : — 

20  Pensions  of  30/.  each         •  •            •            •            j^600 

100  Pensions  of  100/.  each  •            »            .            .        2500 

150  Pensions  of  20/.  each       .  •            •            .               3000 

Donations,  or  special  gratuities  .            •           •            .          400 

£6500 

''  That  in  order  to  give  precedence  to  the  most  deserving  cases,  all  applications  for 
retiring  pensions  be  collected  for  comparison,  and  decided  according  to  their  respective 
merits,  not  oftener  than  twice  in  each  year,  until  the  foregoing  list  be  completed,  and 
thenceforth  only  as  vacancies  in  it  shall  occur. 

^'  That  the  pension  be  liable  to  be  withdrawn  on  such  proof  as  shall  be  satisfactory 
to  their  Lordships  that  the  pensioner  has  been  guilty  of  misconduct,  or  possesses  suffi- 
cient means  of  livelihood  from  other  sources.'' 
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In  the  case  of  the  mature  it  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  rule  as  to 
the  amount  of  time  and  labour  which  should  be  employed  on  composition, 
depending  as  it  must  on  the  subject,  purpose,  and  most  of  all  on  the  tem- 
perament of  the  writer.  How  vastly  have  some  of  our  greatest  authors 
difiered  here!  In  Shakspeare  we  have  a  rapidity  which  never  runs 
astray ;  a  moral  instinct  infallible  as  to  proprieties  and  probabilities ;  a 
power  which  seems  to  feel  no  labour,  and  to  require  no  repose.  In 
Dryden  and  Byron,  a  fiery  speed,  with  occasional  exhaustion,  a  fitful  jerk- 
ing energy,  great  carelessness,  and  then  high  finish,  but  attained  "  more 
by  happiness  than  pains."  .  In  Pope,  the  indefatigableness  of  care — 

*'  FmishM  the  whole,  and  polish'd  every  part 
With  patient  touches  of  unwearied  art." 

In  Addison,  the  hesitation  of  timidity;  a  common  clerk  steps  in,*  and 
accomplishes,  at  once,  and  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  to  which  a  great 
model  of  English  writing  fancies  himself  unequal :  as  Daniel  says — 

"  Whilst  timid  Knowledge  stands  considering. 
Audacious  Ignorance  has  done  the  deed." 

Bishop  Saunderson,  to  use  the  words  of  The  Rambler,"  when  preparing  his 
lectures,  *^  hesitated  so  much,  and  rejected  so  often,  that  at  the  time  of 
reading  he  was  often  forced  to  produce,  not  what  was  best,  but  what  hap- 
pened to  be  at  hand."  In  Milton  we  have  a  constant  vigilance,  a  grand 
absence  of  excitement,  a  silting  in  high  judgment  on  every  line,  a  spirit 
"which  in  nothing  showed  itself  greater  and  more  conscious  of  its  own 
greatness  and  genuine  strength  than  in  the  maintenance  of  an  even  tenor, 
a  distrust  of  even  the  starts  of  that  genuine  enthusiasm  which  it  must 
have  felt,  but  which  it  could  afford  to  curb.  Whether  slow  as  to  the  act 
of  composition  or  not,  his  great  work  was  one  of  long  premeditation,  of 
delay  whilst,  to  use  his  own  words,  there  might  be  time***  to  pencil  it  over 
with  all  the  curious  touches  of  art,  even  to  the  perfection  of  a  faultless 
picture."  In  our  own  day,  Wordsworth  has  gained  much  of  his  glory  by 
something  of  the  same  care.  In  such  men  exquisite  art  hides  all  breaches 
of  continuity,  and  our  eiijoyment  of  the  perfect  success  of  their  labour 
will  not  allow  itself  to  be  violated  by  any  pity  for  their  pains. 

Speaking  generally  on  this  subject,  we  should  say  that  there  is  far  too 
much  rapid  writing  in  the  present  day.  In  the  men  of  old  time  there  was 
at  any  rate  more  appearance  of  deliberation,  more  graving  of  sentences,  if 
ive  may  use  such  a  term,  than  we  often  find  now.  There  was,  it  would 
appear,  a  much  smaller  currency  of  expression,  and  the  act  of  choice  both 
of  words  and  manner  was  almost  forced  upon  the  composer ;  hence 
nearly  every  writer  could  be  detected  in  the  space  of  ten  lines,  often  of 
two,  and  that  not  in  consequence  of  any  intentional  extravagance  or  as- 
sumed originality,  but  simply  from  the  cause  above  assigned.  It  is  pro- 
bably owing  to  a  freedom  from  familiar  phrases  thus  easily  accounted  for, 
that  many  of  the  writers  who  only  held  a^third  or  fourth  rank  among  their 
cotemporaries,  having  for  us  an  air  of  freshness,  have,  solely  for  their  dic- 


*  ''When  Secretary  to  the  Lord's  Justices,  and  desired  to  write  an  official  notice  of 
the  Queen's  death,  he  was  so  distracted  with  the  choice  of  words,  and  so  overwhelmed 
with  the  importance  of  the  crisis,  that  at  length  the  Lords,  losing  all  pntience  at  his 
bungling^  summoned  a  common  clerk,  who  readily  did  what  was  required  in  the  usual 
form  of  business.  In  a  higher  office  his"  deficiencies  were  of  course  still  more  a pparent.  ** 
— LoKo  Mahon's  Hitiory  qfEnffland, 

VOL,   V. — NO.  VIII.  I 
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tion's  sake,  been  saved  from  '^  dust  and  an  endless  darkness,*'  and  haye 
found  now  a  far  better  reception  than  that  which  they  met  with  in  their 
own  day.  Even  those  who  wrote  and  almost  Hv^d  in  brotherhoods,  who 
formed  what  might  be  called  the  academy  of  Elizabethan  dramatists,  had 
each  his  own  manner  of  wording.  Walled  in  as  we  are  by  ready-made 
sentences  for  every  common  thought,  that  must  in  our  case  be  the  result 
of  effort  which  with  them  was  a  matter  of  ease,  nay  6f  necessity ;  now, 
except  for  those  who  are  stored  to  an  uncommon  degree  with  original 
thoughts,  it  is  the  most  difficult  thing  possible  to  maintain  an  individuality 
without  aifectation,  or  the  most  apparent  absence  of  ease.  Almost  every 
man,  who  does  not  write  anonymously,  desires  that  what  he  writes  should 
be  remembered,  and  remembered  as  his ;  yet  the  recollection  of  what  is 
written  depends  very  mainly  on  the  diction,  and  unless  in  this  there  is 
something  distinctive,  how  can  he  calculate  on  making  a  permanent  im- 
pression. It  would  be  well  for  men  to  whom  reputation  is  the  main  point, 
who  have  energy  enough  not  to  find  themselves  chilled  by  the  act  of  de- 
liberation, and  who  have  resources  and  recollections,  for  without  these  to 
profit  by  outlay  of  time  is  little  better  than  waste  of  time — it  would  be 
well  for  such  men  to  consider  how  many  of  the  great  authors  of  former 
times,  notwithstanding  the  advantage  above  mentioned,  though  they  may 
have  written  many  volumes,  now  only  survive  in  memory  as  the  authorg 
of  some  one,  or  perhaps  fraction  of  one;  to  consider  also  how  much  more 
certainly  this  will  be  the  case  hereafter  when  the  demands  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public  must  be  a  hundred- fold  what  they  were  a  generation  or 
two  back.  If  this  thought  had  its  due  weight  with  us,  there  would  be 
less  scattering  of  books  and  pamphlets  broadcast  upon  the  land,  witboot 
any  pains  to  make  them  deserve  endurance. 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  at  any  rate  in  the  case  of  our  pupils,  considering 
that  whatever  else  they  may  not  have  to  do,  there  is  one  thing  which  they 
almost  certainly  must  do,  viz.,  to  give  written  expression  to  their  thoughts 
in  their  native  language,  it  is  worth  our  utmost  endeavours  to  enable  them 
to  do  this  at  an  advantage ;  to  aim  at  something  beyond  mere  fluency,  to 
cherish  every  sign  of  what  looks  like  independency  of  expression :  for  our 
parts  we  would  rather  give  a  boy  a  prize  for  writing,  witli  truth  and  just- 
ness, half  a  dozen  words  in  connections  to  him  new,  than  for  a  feullless 
exercise  of  *'  received"  phraseology.  In  the  former  case  there  will  be  often 
a  kind  of  awkwardness  of  framing,  but  there  is  sure  to  be  real  thought, 
and  this  is  ten  times  better  than  mere  smooth  imitation  or  gramalical  apt- 
ness. The  imitative  and  fluent  species  of  boy  almost  always  gives  the  leajt 
trouble,  and  gains  the  most  school- credit,  and  even  college  honours,  and, 
from  the  prominency  thus  gained,  often  starts  with  a  'vantage  ground  m 
life,  carries  his  aptnesses  along  with  him,  fills  even  high  stations  most  re- 
spectably, is  never  guilty  of  a  single  new  combination  of  thought,  or  even 
one  expression  that  can  be  called  his  own,  passes  for  a  clever  man  (the 
world  is  full  of  such  clever  men),  and  never  leaves  a  trace  behind  him, 
whilst  those  who  have  appeared  to  the  undiscerning  to  be  of  little  promise 
have  gained,  as  writers,  an  enduring  fame.  But  we  must  return  morei»- 
mediately  to  our  subject. 

To  be  a  good  English  Grammarian,  and  to  teach  grammatical  writing 
well,  is  not,  in  any  high  sense  of  the  word,  to  be  a  erood  English  master— 
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of  tbeir  pupils  to  anything  above  grammatical  correctness.  To  take 
passage  after  passage,  to  show  in  what  words  or  clauses  their  strength  and 
beauty  lies,  to  excite  a  little  ambition  to  imitate  them,  would  surely  be  no 
such  very  difficult  matter.  But  even  the  majority  of  classical  masters^ 
who  are  all  {by  courtesy)  men  of  taste,  shrink  far  more  from  directing  the 
attention  of  their  scholars  to  specific  passages,  as  beautiful  or  powerful, 
than  to  minute  points  of  philology,  or  subtleties  of  metre,  or  variations  of 
accent,  and  seem  to  dread  the  appearance  of  that  most  unpedantical  thing 
in  the  world,  enthusiasm,  as  if  it  were  the  very  essence  of  pedantry.  This 
is  an  unfortunate  part  of  our  character.  There  is  nothing  of  which  per* 
haps,  as  a  nation,  we  are  so  much  ashamed  as  enthusiasm,  and  the  higher 
the  rank  of  life  the  more  stiff  and  obstinate  is  this  abominable  affectation. 

"  Alas !  60  far  from  free,  bo  far  from  brave. 
We  scarce  dare  show  the  little  taste  we  have." 

For  doing  what  we  have  recommended,  at  least  up  to  a  certain  point, 
no  very  exquisite  discernment  is  necessary  ;  there  are,  indeed,  delicacies 
in  literature  which  only  a  fine  palate  can  fully  relish  ;  but  there  is  also' 
much  which  a  teacher  of  very  moderate  faculties  might  appreciate  him- 
self and  teach  his  boys  to  appreciate.  Take  such  a  passage  as  this  from. 
Dr.  Armstrong: — 

.  **  Riches  are  oft  by  guilt  and  baseness  eam'd. 
Or  dealt  by  chance  to  shield  a  lucky  knave. 
Or  throw  a  cruel  sunshine  on  afooV 

Here  ** cruel"  is  the  strong  word  :  why,  ''cruel*'  ?  because  they  give  him 
the  opportunity  of  showing  himself  off  in  a  hundred  attitudes  of  folly, 
which  would  not  have  been  attempted,  or  would  have  been  sheltered  in 
the  shade.     Four  lines  of  Crabbe  explain  it  well : — 

"  Through  the  wealth  were  seen 
Faults,  which  by  poverty  conceal'd  had  been ; 
As  specks  in  dusty  pictures  long  unknown 
Are  in  an  instant  through  the  varnish  shown." 

Passages  of  this  kind  should  be  expressly  chosen  for  practice ;  and  a  more 
useful  exercise,  on  his  own  account,  a  master  could  scarcely  have.  In- 
stead of  sticking  to  a  set  of  ancestral  bits  of  prose  and  poetry,  out  of 
which  he  has  probably  extracted  all  the  food  he  is  ever  likely  to  get  from 
them,  he  should  go  wider  a-field,  having  such  a  range  as  the  literature 
of  England  offers,  affording  examples  of  every  kind  of  merit.  More 
would  be  accomplished  in  this  way,  and  with  more  relish,  and  in  less  time, 
than  by  a  formal  study  of  Kames,  Blair,  or  Allison. 

We  should  on  the  whole  recommend  poetry  as  being  more  likely  to 
be  prolific  in  expressions  worth  noticing  and  recording  than  prose,  for 
this  simple  reason,  that  the  former  has  generally  cost  the  producer  the 
most  pains.  Even  in  the  third  and  fourth  rate  poets  of  the  Queen  Anne's 
School,  as  Garth,  Tickell,  and  Armstrong  (above  quoted),  there  are 
occasional  instances  of  strong  and  graceful  diction,  such  as  we  should 
far  more  rarely  meet  with  in  prose  of  the  same  relative  rank,  and  this  is 
still  more  the  case  if  we  go  a  little  further  back  and  come  upon  such 
names  as  Daniel,  Donne,  Crashaw,  and  Cowley,  whose  writings  abound 
with  forcible,  though  forgotten  adaptations  of  words,  and  with  that  general 
originality  of  form  of  which  we  have  before  spoken.  We  should  re- 
commend noticing,  and  even  copying  out  what  particularly  strikes  us, 
not  with  a  view  to  plagiarism,  but  to  fair  imitation,  or  even  short  of  this, 
to  obtaining  some  sense  of  the  value  of  expression  as  an  art.     Some  of 
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our  greatest  orators  have  well  known  where  to  go,  and  hare  borrowed^ 
perhaps  somewhat  too  fredy,  copying  rather  than  stadying.  If  men  of 
capacity  would  explore  the  authors  of  past  time  with  the  double  view 
above  hinted  at,  there  would  be  no  need  of  the  elBTroDteries  of  Carlyleism 
to  draw  attention.  There  is  one  rather  remarkable  instance  of  a  writer 
of  our  own  day,  who  has  evidently  made  diction  his  study — Hamilton,  a 
minister  of  the  Scotch  Church,  the  author  of  the  '^  Royal  Preacher,*'  and 
other  works  distinguished  by  great  feeling,  novelty  of  thought,  graceful 
and  just  application  of  secular  knowledge  to  the  objects  of  his  profeHion 
(a  most  rare  quahty  in  the  pulpit),  and  especially  by  a  yearning  after 
freshness  of  expression ;  his  words  which  come  upon  us  unexpectedly  are 
perhaps  rather  too  often  of  the  finest,  but  he  has  generally  been  successful, 
and  the  attempt  deserves  no  little  praise — any  one  who  aims  at  varying 
from  trite  forms  must  not  be  too  fearful  of  the  charge  of  pedantry,  but 
should  recollect  that  at  the  introduction  of  every  new  and  useful  word 
into  our  language  this  charge  must  have  been  hazarded.     The  anti-pedan- 

*  We  give  an  instance  or  two  :— 

.  .  .  '*  Filial  piety  .  .  .  hangs  over  each  vicissitude  of  all  that  must  pass  awsy^-sids  tiie 
melancholy  virtues  in  their  last  sad  tasks  of  life,  to  cheer  the  languors  of  decrepitade 
and  age — explores  the  thought,  elucidates  the  aching  eye — and  breathes  sweet  consola* 
tion  even  in  the  awful  moment  of  dissolution.''-— Sbbais an,  Proetedings  agaiiut  W» 
Hastings,  June  19 th,  1788. 

''  Me  let  the  tender  office  long  engage 
To  rock  the  cradle  of  reposing  age ; 
With  lenient  arts  extend  a  mother's  breath, 
Make  languor  smile,  and  smooth  the  bed  of  death, 
Explore  the  thought ,  ej^Ukin  the  aching  ^ye."-— 

Pops,  ProUgue  /•  the  Satires* 

"  It  is  a  time  fairly  to  state  to  the  country  whether,  as  the  beams  of  Englsnd's  pros- 
perity have  wasted  and  consumed  us,  so  even  the  Jrost  of  her  adversity  shall  peifwv^ 
the  deleterious  effects  of  fire,  and  bum  upon  our  privileges  and  hopes  for  ever."— Cue- 
ran',  Speech  on  Catholic  Emanaipationf  Oct.  17,  1796. 

"  The  parched  air 
Bums  froze,  and  cold  performs  th'  effects  of  fire."— 

Milton,  Paradise  Lost. 

But,  perhaps  the  boldest  instance  of  half  copy,  half  paraphrase,  that  can  be  ibiiiw 
anywhere,  is  the  following  :— 

"  If  he  found  his  situation  full  of  danger,  and  I  do  not  deny  that  it  is  perilotts  in  the 
extreme,  he  must  feel  that  it  is  also  fuU  of  glory,  and  that  he  is  placed  on  a  stage,  than 
which  no  muse  of  fire,  that  had  ascended  the  highest  heaven  of  invention,  could  unS' 
gine  any  thing  more  awful  and  august.  It  was  hoped,  that  in  this  swelling  scene,  in 
which  he  moved  with  some  of  the  first  potentates  of  Europe  for  his  fellow  actors,  and 
with  so  many  of  the  rest  for  the  anxious  spectators  of  a  part  which,  as  he  plays  it,  de- 

termines  for  ever  their  destiny  and  his  own,  &c On  that  day,  it  was  tboaght 

he  would  have  assumed  the  port  of  Mars ;  that  he  would  bid  to  be  brought  forth  from 

their  hideous  kennel those  impatient  dogs  of  war,"  &c. — Burkb^  on  a  Regiewf 

Peace. 

**  Oh,  for  a  muse  of  fire,  that  would  ascend 

The  brightest  heaven  of  invention  I 

A  kingdom  for  a  stage,  princes  to  act. 

And  monarchs  to  behold  the  swelling  scene  1 

Then  should  the  warlike  Harry,  like  himself, 

Assume  the  port  of  Mars;  and,  at  his  heels 

Leash'd  in  like  hounds,  should  famine,  sword,  and  fire, 

Crouch  for  employment." — Shaxspeare,  Henry  IV. 
Burke  has  not  once  used  the  inverted  commas.     He  probably  thought  him«elf  quite^ 
justified  la  thus  making  use  of  a  well-known  passage  of  Shakspeare. 
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tical  feeling  is  rather  too  prevalent.  Pride  and  vanity  are  shown  in 
strong  contrast  here  :  we  are  too  proud  to  risk  the  possible  imputation  of 
vanity,  even  when  by  doing  so  we  might  perform  a  substantial  service. 

Whilst  speaking  on  the  subject  of  forcible  expression,  we  may  here  take 
occasion  to  remark  that  a  certain  amount  of  classical  scholarship  is  likely 
to  be  a  great  aid  towards  writing  English  forcibly.  There  are  many  words 
of  Greek  and  Latin  origin  over  which  none  but  a  scholar  has  full  power, 
that  is,  power  to  apply  them  as  they  may  be  applied  with  great  and  varied 
effect.  Take  one  or  two  instances.  Johnson,  in  a  striking  passage  oa 
the  discovery  and  uses  of  glass,  speaks  of  the  microscope  as  enabling  us 
to  detect  the  *^ endless  subordination  of  animal  life/'  Erskine  seems  to 
have  remembered  this  phrase,  and  alludes  to  those  whom  Curran  embraces 
in  his  ''long  list  of  public  encumbrances*'  as  the  ''clerks  of  clerks  in  aa 
endless  subordination  of  idleness;"  a  most  happy  adaptation,  and  one 
which  we  believe  none  but  a  scholar  would  have  thought  of.  Young,  ia 
one  of  his  satires,  speaks  of  certain  noxious  writers  who,  on  their  death- 
beds, with — 

"  Reversed  ambition,  pant  to  be  forgot." 

Burke  had  perhaps  observed  this.  He  tells  us  of  a  "  strange  kind  of 
inverted  ambition,"  reminding  us  of  the  "labouring  to  be  dull,"  of 
Dryden,  "the  downward  climbing,"  of  Pope,"  and  the  "  descendere  ia 
coelum,"  and  the  nicer  *'  quodam  jacuit*'  of  the  Latin  poets.  Many  similar 
instances  might  be  added. 

In  connection  with  this  we  should  avoid  any  very  anxious  inquiry 
as  to  the  exact  origin  of  the  words  we  use,  whether  it  be  Greek, 
Latin,  or  Saxon ;  fit  words  and  good  words,  and  such  as  express 
good  thoughts  most  clearly,  are  what  are  wanted,  no  matter  what  their 
source.  As  to  the  case  of  Dr.  Johnson,  who  is  always  introduced 
by  the  critics  as  the  great  Latiniser  of  English,  we  are  convinced  that 
writers  of  a  poorer  style  might  have  used  an  equal  number  of  Latin  words 
with  far  less  censure,  but  with  him  the  real  value  of  the  words  attracted 
attention  to  their  origin ;  in  many  of  his  most  Latin  sentences  there  is 
such  happiness  and  propriety  of  expression  as  almost  to  give  us  the  same 
sensation  which  we  often  receive  from  fine  poetry,  and  we  exclaim  in- 
voluntarily, how  admirable  !  We  ought  to  be  thankful  for  a  writer  who 
has  rendered  great  service  to  our  language,  not  so  much  in  spite  of,  as  by 
bis  partiality  to  one  element  of  it.  There  are  many  of  his  discriminationg 
which  could  not  have  been  framed  in  Saxon ;  he  wrote  probably  as  he 
thought;  certainly  without  any  deliberate  intention  of  exploding  the 
Teutonic  element.  In  spite  of  occasional  pomp  about  trifles,  and  un- 
necessary repetition,  he  has  written  ten  memorable  sentences  where 
Macintosh  has  written  one,  who  speaks  of  him  as  follows  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  History  of  England  : — 

"Dr.  Johnson,  from  whose  corruptions  English  style  is  only  just  recoveriog^ 
in  eighty-seven  words  of  his  fine  parallel  between  Dryden  and  Pope,  has  fomd 
means  to  introduce  no  more  than  twenty-one  of  Latin  derivation." 

There  are  however  certain  tricks  and  bad  habits  of  style  which  ia 
studying  some  of  our  great  writers  we  shall  do  well  to  notice  and  avoid, 
such  as  Gibbon's  practice  of  ending  nearly  every  sentence  with  a  genitive 
case ;  or  the  over  usage  of  particular  words,  as  Bacon's  "  gracing,*' 
Bolingbroke's  "  bubbling,"  &c.  Ordinary  writers  are  continually  falling 
into  this  latter  habit,  and  there  is  nothing  which  makes  a  style  more 
ridiculous.  2 
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EDUCATION. 

'When  speakinpf,  in  a  recent  number,  of  certain  new  and  self-acting 
educational  influences  now  at  work  amongst  us,  we  observed  that  there 
-ought  to  be  in  every  neighbourhood  a  school  or  schools,  at  no  inconvenient 
distance  from  any  part  of  it,  where  such  arrangements  and  such  methods 
of  instruction  should  be  carried  out  that  all  classes,  at  all  events  up  to  a 
certain  age,  might,  supposing  parents  desirous  of  it,  receive  instructioD  in 
ihe  same  class-rooms,  and  at  the  same  time.  This  opinion  we  grottoded 
tipon  the  general  assertion,  that  what  is  a  good  education  for  one  man  is 
in  the  main,  and  as  far  as  it  goes,  a  good  education  for  all  others,  and 
that  the  differences  of  education  are  in  degree  not  in  kind.  Such  an 
assertion  necessarily  gives  rise  to  the  question,  Wherein  does  an  educa- 
tion, good  for  all  classes,  mainly  consist?  In  reply  to  this,  we  propose 
-now  to  notice  briefly  what  we  believe  to  be  the  fundamental  principles 
upon  which  all  education  should  be  based. 

The  recent  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  our  social  system,  and 
the  new  and  powerful  influences  which  have  thus  been  brought  into 
x)peration,  have,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  created  fresh  wants  and  re- 
quirements. Hence  men  have  hastily  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  the 
first  principles  of  education  are  no  longer  the  same,  but  that  education 
must  be  placed  upon  a  broader  basis,  and  that  a  general  acquaintance 
with  the  different  branches  of  knowledge  has  now  become  absolutely  essen- 
tial. A  brief  reference  to  those  parts  of  education  hitherto  regarded  as 
fundamental  will,  it  is  hoped,  sufHce  to  correct  this  error,  and  to  prove 
that  they  must  still  be  retained  in  their  old  position,  although  the  neces- 
sity of  thoroughly  inculcating  them,  and  of  carrying  them  out  effectually, 
may  now  have  become  more  apparent.  It  has  been  said,  and,  as  we  be- 
lieve, most  truly,  that  it  will  be  no  great  or  difficult  matter,  not  merely  to 
"keep  up  with,  but  to  rise  above  the  nineteenth  century,  provided  we  only 
maintain  our  old  foundations,  and  put  life  into  our  old  forms. 

That  which  we  would  first  point  out  as  remaining  still  primary  and 
fundamental,  and  as,  in  fact,  the  only  true  foundation  that  ever  can  be 
laid  for  the  education  of  those  who  profess  and  call  themselves  Christians, 
is  religious  instruction.  And  here  we  have,  at  the  outset,  a  department  of 
instruction  which  is  one  and  the  same  for  all,  and  which  knows  no  dis' 
tinction  between  classes,  as  to  the  truths  required  to  be  believed,  or asto 
the  duties  enjoined,  or  as  to  the  grounds  upon  which  it  enjoins  them.  The 
social  phenomena  of  the  present  day,  and  the  new  and  powerful  modes  of 
extending  knowledge  now  in  operation,  can  make  no  other  difference,  witn 
respect  to  religious  instruction,  than  to  increase  the  necessity  for  **» '"^ 
much  as  there  is  now  more  room  and  occasion  for  the  observance  of  tn« 
duties  which  it  teaches,  and  therefore  more  need  of  men  being  thoroughly 
instructed  in  them,  and  how  to  practise  them.  Certainly  the  march  o 
4cnow]edge,  as  far  as  it  has  hitherto  advanced,  has  not  yet  shown  that  Wj 
ligious  instruction  can  be  dispensed  with,  or  be  deprived  of  itsfundamenta 
position—-quite  the  reverse.  An  attempt  to  deprive  religious  *"**'"^V^. 
of  its  fundamental  character  may  be  said  to  have  been  made  in  the  ^°°  J 
vour  to  separate  it  from  secular  instruction.  It  has  also  been  .^^"^^j 
that,  if  good  secular  instruction  be  provided,  religious  teaching  « 
training  are  sure  to  follow.  An  experiment  upon  these  P^'^^^'Pf^rru^ 
been  extensively  tried  in  America,  and  what  have  been  the  results?    *" 
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separation  of  secular  from  religious  instruction  has  occasioned  the  neglect 
of  the  latter,  so  that  in  many  cases  it  has  been  omitted  altogether,  and  in 
very  many  only  given  most  imperfectly.  Want  of  religious  instruction  has 
necessarily  caused  ignorance  of  religion,  and  consequently  of  the  highest 
sanctions  of  duty ;  and  thus  both  duty  itself,  and  the  only  adequate 
motives  of  enforcing  the  observance  of  it,  have  lost  their  hold  upon  the 
rising  generation.  ''There  is,"  says  an  American  writer,  "  in  the  minds 
of  the  great  majority  no  principle  of  deference  to  authority.''  This,  he 
observes,  is  visible  in  relation  to  all  authority,  beginning  with  the  parental ; 
and  he  adds, ''  it  is  no  new  remark  that,  unless  a  child  is  from  his  earliest 
years  taught  to  reverence  an  authority  higher  than,  and  in  support  of  the 
parental,  he  will  very  soon  begin  to  question  and  resist  the  parental. 
That  this  evil  is  already  nearly  universally  felt  and  acknowledged  in  this 
country  there  is  no  longer  room  to  doubt.  From  throwing  off  authority 
in  regard  to  religious  matters,  and  holding  doctrines  loosely,  the  step  is 
easy  to  abandoning  them  altogether ;  and  accordingly  it  consists  with  my 
observation  here,  during  several  years  past,  that  the  great  majority  of 
those  now  growing  up  cannot  be  said  to  hold  more  than  belongs  to 
mere  natural  religion.  I  look  upon  this  very  prevalent  condition  of  mind 
with  very  great  apprehension,  for  all  history  shows  that  this  is  only  the 
first  downward  step  to  complete  ir];eligion  and  infidelity,  and  thence  to  the 
corruption  of  morals  such  as  was  exhibited  in  the  heathen  world."  The 
Bishop  of  Michigan's  testimony  upon  this  subject,  during  his  recent  visit 
at  Oxford,  is  too  important  to  be  omitted  : — ''  Permit  me  to  sny,  that  one 
of  the  greatest  comforts  for  the  present  and  the  future,  with  regard  to 
yourselves,  is  the  connection  which  I  see  everywhere  in  England  between 
religion  and  education.  It  is  this  which  is  the  security,  and  which  will 
be  for  ever  the  security,  of  your  land.  Dissever  them — I  believe  it  was 
the  remark  of  an  eminent  individual  of  your  own  land,  whose  name  is  al- 
ways remembered  with  gratitude — the  Duke  of  Wellington.  I  believe  it 
was  he  who  said,  '  Dissever  religion  and  education,  and  you  only  make 
men  clever  devils.*  It  has  always  been  so ;  and  if  there  is  one  thing  in 
our  land  which  we  deeply  deplore,  and  with  respect  to  which  we  look  to 
the  future  with  feelings  of  disaster,  it  is  that  severance."  These  ex- 
tracts may  suffice  to  show  that  religious  instruction  must  be  regarded  as 
the  foundation  of  all  sound  education,  and  as  essential  to  the  maintenance 
of  all  good  government.  And  it  is  obvious  that  the  more  complicated  the 
relations  of  society  become,  and  the  more  dependent  they  are  upon  one 
another,  the  greater  need  there  will  be  of  those  religious  sanctions  without 
which  ail  authority  is  insecure. 

The  most  useful  knowledge  may  be  defined  to  be  that  which  can  be 
turned  to  most  account  in  after  life,  particularly  as  a  means  of  self- 
improvement,  and  which  admits  both  of  the  most  general  application  and 
of  being  used  according  to  the  particular  requirements  of  each  indivi- 
dual. "Such  as  is  useful  to  the  child  as  a  human  being,  without  reference 
to  trade,  or  occupation,  or  profession,  or  rank,  or  anything  like  class. 
It  should  be  common  to  all  classes — mechanics  and  labourers,  manufac- 
turers and  husbandmen,  town  and  country ;  and,  as  far  as  it  extends, 
rich  and  poor."  Now  that  branch  of  instruction  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  most  nearly  answering  to  this  description,  is  ^'  instruction  in  lan- 
guage;" "  the  teachmg  language  in  a  regular  manner;"  **  the  systematic 
study  of  language  as  the  universal  vehicle  of  thought  and  of  truth.*'  The 
object  and  end  of  such  instruction  in  its  first  degree  would  be  ^'  good 
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English  reading;"  **  to  read  English  with  ease,  and  intelligence,  and  plea* 
sure."  '*  Good  reading/'  it  has  been  truly  remarked,  ^'  is  after  all  the 
best  test,  not  only  of  a  child's  understanding,  but  also  of  his  feeling  of  the 
instruction  presented  to  him,  if  not  in  a  great  measure  of  his  general  tone 
of  mind.''  There  is  but  too  much  cause  to  doubt,  whether  the  giving  to 
a  child  the  mere  power  of  mechanical  reading,  and  that  only  to  the  extent 
of  what  is  called  easy  reading,  proves  in  the  majority  of  cases  a  blessing  or 
a  curse.  For  if  such  a  one  can  only  read,  perhaps  not  without  labour, 
easy  books  in  which  the  meaning  lies  upon  the  surface,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  should  he  in  after  life  care  to  read  at  all,  he  will  choose  books  and 
publications  in  which  the  subject  is  easy  too,  as  being  congenial  to  the 
natural  man.  And  in  proof  of  this  it  has  been  asked,  *'As  far  as  the 
lower  orders  can  be  said  yet  to  have  and  to  support  a  literature  of  their 
own,  what  is  it?"  We  have  in  former  numbers,  in  ^'  Extracts  from  the 
Diary  of  a  Master  of  a  Ragged  School,"  given  passages  from  "  The  Lite- 
rature of  our  Alley,"  which  render  an  answer  to  the  foregoing  question 
sufficiently  painful.  The  subject  is  only  alluded  to  now  as  affording  one 
proof  among  many  of  the  necessity  of  teaching  something  more  than  mere 
mechanical  reading,  and  consequently  of  making  instruction  in  language, 
as  far  as  possible,  a  fundamental  part  of  education. 

The  importance  of  language  as  a  main  branch  of  elementary  instruction 
will  plainly  appear  from  a  brief  mention  of  the  following  considerations  :^ 
1 .  It  is  of  common  use  and  common  interest  to  every  child,  to  whatever 
class  he  may  belong,  now  or  in  after  life.  It  is  the  natural  bond  of  soci- 
ety. The  more  those  who  teach  can  lead  their  scholars  to  meditate  upon 
words  in  their  origin,  and  history,  and  various  connections  with  each 
other,  the  better  will  teachers  become  acquainted  with  the  minds  of  their 
pupils.  And  such  lessons  can  never  be  forgotten,  as  they  will  be  brought 
constantly  into  use  by  the  child  when  he  grows  a  man.  2.  The  study  of 
language  has  a  direct  and  immediate  bearing  upon  religious  instruction, 
which  cannot,  as  matter  of  teaching,  be  communicated  either  at  school  or 
in  after  life  by  any  other  medium.  3.  Language  is  better  calculated  than 
the  more  popular  school  sciences  to  exercise  and  improve  all  the  faculties 
of  the  human  mind,  not  merely  by  training  the  pupil  to  habits  of  closer 
attention  to  the  meaning  of  words  themselves,  but  also  by  requiring  him 
oontinually  to  look  into  his  own  mind,  and  frequently  into  his  own  heart 
too.  Great  indeed  would  be  the  advantage,  if  children  were  early  trained 
to  explain  and  distinguish  their  own  words  and  thoughts.  4.  Further, 
language  is  a  key  to  all  other  kinds  of  knowledge,  and  especially  needed 
as  an  introduction  to  the  very  sciences  which  have  usurped  its  place,  and 
the  more  so,  as  they  are  greatly  made  up  of  technical  terms.  Hence  the 
best  and  most  effectual  method  of  preparing  a  pupil  for  the  successful 
istudy  of  those  sciences,  is  to  put  him  in  the  way  of  acquiring  them  for  him- 
self, by  enabling  him  to  understand  the  phraseology  of  them.  For  want  of 
this  preliminary  knowledge,  how  much  time  is  often  wasted  in  some  of  our 
elementary  schools  upon,  for  instance,  the  early  part  of  geography. 

But  in  thus  assigning  a  first  place  to  language  as  an  elementary  branch 
of  instruction,  we  speak  of  it  as  taught  in  a  regular  and  scientific  manner. 
We  mean  such  teaching  as  implies  instruction  in  grammar,  etymology, 
and  easy  composition,  so  far  as  there  may  be  time  and  opportunity  to 
teach  them.  Easy  composition,  we  need  hardly  observe,  is  of  importance 
for  the  practical  application  of  grammar,  and  is  almost  as  necessary  for 
the  complete  acquisition  of  language  as  reading  itself.    It  admits  of  such 
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^  variety  of  degrees  at  may  render  it  of  service  to  the  humblest  learners 
as  well  as  to  the  more  advanced.  Thus  the  writing  from  memory  some- 
thing that  has  been  previously  learnt,  the  putting  together  short  sentences, 
or  writing  brief  accounts  of  any  event  of  history,  are  exercises  which  would 
quickly  lead  to  the  correction  of  some  of  the  most  common  errors  into 
which  imperfectly  educated  persons  are  especially  liable  to  fall,  and  create 
a  desire  for  instruction  in  grammar,  and  an  interest  in  it,  which  nothing 
else  will  so  effectually  excite. 

Grammar,  if  taught  intelligently,  rather  orally  than  from  a  book,  and 
independently  of  the  subsequent  use  in  various  ways  of  the  knowledge 
gained,  is  a  very  important  exercise  of  a  child's  thinking  faculties,  and 
may  do  much  towards  developing  a  child's  mind.  For  instance,  how 
closely  must  a  child  look  into  words,  in  order  to  sort  them  into  parts  of 
speech !  And  how  much  is  done  towards  clearing  and  strengthening  a  child's 
perception,  as  soon  as  he  can  divide  a  sentence  into  subject  and  predicate, 
and  take  in  each  part  as  one  idea  or  one  thing  I  How  much  is  gained  in 
general  intelligence,  when  a  child  can  explain  grammatically  the  syntax 
and  punctuation  of  a  long  paragraph  !  To  train  a  child  to  speak  or  write 
orderly,  he  must  also  be  trained  to  think  orderly.  Several  of  the  best 
effects  produced  upon  the  higher  classes  by  the  study  of  the  learned  lan- 
guages, might  be  produced  to  a  certain  degree  upon  the  mind  and  general 
character  of  the  lower  ranks  by  the  diligent,  if  not  equally  systematic, 
study  of  their  native  tongue. 

Etymology,  though  a  branch  of  grammar,  may  be  noticed  by  itself, 
both  because  it  has  been  but  recently  introduced  into  a  merely  English 
education,  and  because  the  various  benefits  which  have  been  mentioned  as 
resulting  from  the  study  of  language,  are  in  their  measure  reaped  very 
early  in  etymology.  It  needs  only  to  be  seen  in  active  operation  to  be 
highly  valued.  What  a  flood  of  light  seems  to  burst  in  upon  a  child's 
mind,  upon  his  becoming  acquainted  with  the  prefixes  and  affixes !  Ety- 
mology may  in  fact  be  said  to  render  most  efficient  assistance  to  all  other 
branches  of  instruction,  and  on  this  account  to  take  up  no  time,  but  rather 
to  save  time  in  everything  else.  This  will  at  once  appear  from  a  brief 
mention  of  the  advantages  which  result  from  instruction  in  it.  1 «  Ety- 
mology throws  light  upon  the  significations  of  words,  which  are  learned 
by  this  means  more  easily  and  more  thoroughly  than  by  any  other. 
More  easily,  because  nearly  all  the  hard  words  of  the  language  are  reduced 
to  comparatively  few  elements,  and  the  larger  the  number  of  words  derived 
from  one  root,  the  more  readily  is  the  root  remembered,  and  along  with 
it  all  the  derivatives.  One  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  English 
words  may  often  be  traced  to  a  Latin  root,  so  that  it  may  easily  be  under- 
stood how  great  a  help  instruction  in  etymology  may  thus  prove.  So  that, 
as  it  has  been  happily  expressed,  the  little  learner  now  fishes  with  a  net 
instead  of  a  hook.  This  at  once  answers  the  question,  Which  is  the  easiest 
way  of  teaching  the  meanings  of  words?  And  as  to  thorough  teaching, 
it  cannot  be  done  to  any  adequate  extent  in  any  other  manner,  and  only 
seldom  to  any  good  or  lasting  purpose.  Few  persons  are  yet  aware 
how  easily  children  may  be  taught,  with  the  help  of  a  few  pages  of  prefixes 
and  affixes  and  a  small  book  of  roots,  to  discover  the  primary  and  radical 
meaning  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  difficult  terms  in  our  vocabulary ; 
after  which  they  have  seldom  any  great  trouble  in  detecting  the  more  re- 
mote and  accidental  significations.  They  carry,  as  it  were,  a  dictionary 
in  the  head,  and  one  also  often  less  bewildering  than  any  they  could  carry 
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in  their  pocket.    2.  Another  advantage  of  etymology  18,  that  it  obliges 
children  to  give  accurate  and  precise  answers.     It  is  not  merely  that  by  the 
help  of  etymology  they  are  able  to  attach  exact  and  radical  meanings  to 
words,  but  they  are  also  led  by  the  very  terminations  to  put  all  their  answers  in 
a  precise  form  or  shape.     3.  Another  advantage  is  the  assistance  which  ety- 
mology affords  in  orthography.     A  child  can  scarcely  avoid  regulating 
the  spelling  of  a  word  by  the  sound,  whereas  it  depends  quite  as  much 
upon  the  derivation.     Thus  the  pupil  is  led  to  look  closely  into  words  for 
the  spelling  as  well  as  the  meaning  of  them,  and  when  he  finds  in  them  a 
silent  letter  in  which  he  recognises  the  root  of  the  word,  he  finds  a  help 
rather  than  a  difficulty.     4.  Etymology  is  especially  useful  in  enabling 
children  to  understand  and  apply  definitions  and  technical  terms,  the  mean- 
ing of  which  is  in  most  cases  involved  in  the  derivation.     Thus  in  geogra*- 
phy,  such  terms  as  ^' continent,'*  ^'peninsular,''  or  such  proper  names  as 
*•  Mediterranean,"  "Mesopotamia;"  in  arithmetic,  the  terms  **  divisor," 
*' dividend ;"  in  grammar,  the  names  of  parts  of  speech,  as  "adverb/' 
*'  preposition,"   "  pronoun  ;'*    in    geometry,  such    terms    as    '*  diame- 
ter," "  circumference ;"    in  music,  such  words  as  "  semi-breve,"  •*  dia- 
tonic ;"   or  the  many  names  in  botany  and  natural   history — all   these 
are  so  many  proofs  of  the  value  of  etymology  as  a  sort  of  master-key  where- 
with to  unlock  the  various  storehouses  of  different  sciences.     6.  The  assist- 
ance rendered  by  etymology  to  religious  instruction  may  be  mentioned  by 
itself,  because,  in  addition  to  the  reasons  under  the  other  heads  which  wfe 
equally  applicable  to  this,  it  is  desirable  in  religious  instruction,  as  distin- 
guished from   all   secular  branches,   that  the  explanation  of  the   words 
and  phrases  should  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  a  separate  and  distinct  busi- 
ness from  that  of  the  subject-matter.     Thus  the  way  for  the  lesson  in 
Christian  knowledge  may  be  prepared  by  previously  explaining  the  difEcolt 
words,  as  a  lesson  in  etymology  or  language.     And  how  many  words  of 
common  and  necessary  use  in  religious  instruction  will  be  readily  and  in- 
telligently associated  with  such  roots  as  **  credo,"  "  medius,"  *'typus!" 
Aflersuch  a  preliminary  lesson,  the  time  appointed  for  religpioas  instruction 
may  be  devoted  wholly  to  it. 

Such  are  some  of  the  benefits  which  may  be  looked  for  as  the  immediate 
results  of  making  the  systematic  study  of  language  a  leading  branch  of 
elementary  instruction.     This  instruction,  though  the  same  in  kind  for  all, 
yet  admits  of  an  infinite  variety  of  degrees,  and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted 
that  even  but  a  small  measure  of  it,  if  properly  imparted,  will  be  produc- 
tive of  considerable  benefit.     The  main  difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  success- 
ful application  seems  to  be  the  necessity  which  it  imposes  of  affording  the 
masters  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  the  rudiments,  at  least,  of  a  classical 
education.     This  need,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  training  schools  now  in 
progress  of  formation  throughout  the  country  will  in  time  supply.     Bat 
the  masters  who  have  not  this  advantage  may  yet  do  something  for  them- 
selves.   The  more  carefully  they  consider  the  importance  of  language  as  a 
fundamental  part  of  education,  the  more  anxious  they  will  be  to  use  such 
means  as  may  be  within  their  reach  for  the  systematic  study  of  it.     The 
arguments  by  which  we  have  now  endeavoured  to  recommend  it  will  not 
be  new  to  many.     We  have  taken  them  almost  word  for  word  from  a  lee> 
ture  "  On  the  importance  of  language,  as  a  leading  branch  of  elementary 
instruction,"  originally  addressed  by  a  former  editor  of  this  journal  to  a  so- 
ciety of  schoolmasters  formed  for  mutual  improvement ;  but  we  fear  the 
pamphlet  containing  it  is  now  out  of  print. 
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Translated  from  the  German  of  Dr.  Weiss,  Professor  of  Joachimsthal 
College  at  Berlin*     Translated  by  Dr.  A.  Selfs. 

{Continued from  p.  256.) 

Tbc  most  illustrious  eiample  of  able  management  has  been  afforded  to 
us  in  the  instance  of  the  late  Dr.  Arnold  of  Rugby,  who  considered  full 
liberty  indispensably  necessary  for  the  head  master. 

I  felt  no  little  satisfaction,  myself,  when,  on  my  visits  to  the  schools  in 
the  vicinity  of  London,  I  had  occasion  to  remark  in  what  a  high  estima* 
tion  people  held  these  ancient  schools.  They  are  much  encouraged,  as 
well  as  frequently  opposed  ;  for,  as  is  often  the  case,  people  prove  by 
their  very  censure  how  highly  they  estimate  them.  I  could,  of  course, 
pay  no  more  than  occasional  attention  to  opinions  that  came  from  people 
independent  of  the  schools  themselves.  My  aim  was  to  meet  wiih  the 
young  men  that  frequented  them,  and  their  whole  aspect  and  appear- 
ance  was  for  me  a  matter  of  study. 

There  is  no  country  where  the  outward  comfort  of  the  school-housea 
strikes  a  visitor  so  agreeably  as  England,  both  as  regards  propriety  of  style 
and  excellence  of  arrangement.  In  Oxford  and  Cambridge  there  is  no 
sight  better  worth  seeing  than  the  stately  colleges  with  their  churches  and 
chapels,  with  their  gardens,  shrubs,  and  grass-plots,  that  altogether  make 
out  a  paradise  for  learned  leisure ;  nay  even  at  Eton,  Winchester,  Har- 
row, Rugby,  the  schools  are  the  principal  buildings  of  the  town,  which 
seems  to  have  gathered  around  them.  Each  of  these  schools  has  con- 
Dected  with  it  very  extensive  green  playgrounds,  where  during  the  hours 
of  relaxation  boys  and  young  men  are  playing  gaily,  clad  generally  in 
short  blue  jackets  and  white  trousers,  or  in  black  gowns  and  caps,  the 
obligatory  dress  for  foundationers.  Even  in  so  handsome  a  town  as 
Edinburgh  the  school-houses  excel  other  buildings,  and  our  fellow-country* 
man  Dr.  Schmitz,  as  head  master  of  High  school,  resides  in  a  real  palace ; 
it  is  the  finest  scholastic  edifice  that  I  know  of,  and  is  in  a  fine  situa- 
tion. 

•  Most  of  these  schools  have  existed  for  centuries,  and  have  become 
gradually  rich  as  the  value  of  property  belonging  to  them  has  increased. 
Thus  King  Edward's  school  at  Birmingham  once  received  an  annual  in- 
come of  21/.  in  lands,  and  now  the  same  property  brings  in  no  less  than 
11,000/.  per  annum.  Therefore  appointments  are  commonly  in  England 
very  lucrative,  even  for  a  country  so  rich  in  general.  I  have  been  told 
that  some  head  masters  were  able  to  make  above  3,000/.  per  annum.  The 
contrast  of  so  many  other  schools  of  extreme  poverty  is,  of  course,  the 
more  striking. 

The  impression  which  school-boys  commonly  made  on  me  was  the  same 
everywhere,  whether  I  saw  them  together  in  their  school,  or  a  few  by 
themselves,  in  both  England  and  Scotland.  I  may  here  draw  a  conclu- 
sion as  to  the  way  in  which  they  are  kept.  1  went  to  see  them  with  the 
head  master  on  the  playground,  I  entered  the  dining-hall  and  the  libraryi 
I  looked  at  them  in  their  private  rooms,  and  I  met  with  them  on  the 
raihroads  being  on  their  holiday  travels,  and  found  them  still  the  same. 
Att  these  boys  or  young  men — 1  estimated  their  age  to  be  from  twelve  to 


300  LETTERS   or    A    GERMAN. 

twenty  years — had  in  their  look  and  demeanour  something  aristocratic 
in  the  best  meaning  of  the  word.  In  their  fresh  and  clear  complexion, 
their  open  look,  their  easy  gait  and  firm  carriage,  I  thought  I  could  trace 
a  mixture  of  the  noble  Saxon  race  with  the  blood  of  the  proud  Normans, 
I  was  particularly  struck  by  an  air  of  straight-forward  sincerity  and  reso- 
luteness, which  I  remarked  in  them.  I  am  sure  that  English  boys  are 
sooner  than  ours  conscious  of  those  feelings  which  keep  them  from  every 
impurity  of  the  mind.  I  have  been  assured,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
a  fact,  that  lying  is  a  rare  vice  amongst  them.  They  know  that  they 
are  expected  to  tell  the  truth  always,  and  that  they  will  be  beliered^ 
therefore  they  think  it  on  one  hand  below  their  dignity  to  utter  a  fieilse* 
hood ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  when  they  are  found  out  to  have  committed 
a  wrong  action,  they  have  so  good  a  sense  of  right  that  they  would 
recognise  the  lawful  punishment  as  due  to  them^  and  would  in  some  cases 
even  claim  it,  instead  of  escaping  it  by  a  lie. 

In  describing  thus  the  majority  of  English  school-boys  I  cannot  but 
confess  with  how  much  sorrow  I  think  of  our  own  schools.  How  many 
young  men  there  are  in  our  colleges,  who  either  too  soon  fall  into  habits 
of  self-conceit,  which  is  adopted  for  the  sake  of  contradiction  and  opposi- 
tion, or  lower  themselves  by  a  cowardice  which  shuns  the  consequences 
of  truthfulness,  and  therefore  takes  its  refuge  in  falsehood.  Not  that  I 
am  ignorant,  for  I  know  it  from  Dr.  Arnold's  complaints  and  in  other 
ways,  that  there  exists  too  in  English  schools  enough  of  levity  of  mind, 
conceit,  and  occasionally  much  rudeness,  as  there  will  always  be  amon^ 
young  people  when  together  in  larger  bodies ;  nay,  a  greater  degree  of 
wealth  will  even  favour  the  growth  of  evils  of  this  kind  ;  and  indeed,  I 
have  a  few  times  been  assured  by  English  people  that  had  lived  on  the 
Continent,  that  our  young  people  in  Germany  were^ better  bred.  This  I 
am  ready  to  admit,  but  it  will  not  disprove  what  I  said  before  on  the 
moral  standard  in  the  schools  of  Germany.  The  whole  design  of  educa- 
tion may  be  said  to  consist  in  ingrafting  the  love  of  truth  in  the  heart, 
and  in  forming  such  characters  as  will  not  depart  in  the  least  degree 
from  truth  under  any  circumstances  whatever.  If  this  be  so,  I  see  the 
young  people  of  Germany  further  distant  from  the  aim  of  education  than 
those  of  England,  in  spite  of  their  superiority  in  what  is  termed  good 
breeding.  And  1  might  well  ask,  does  not  our  public  life  exhibit  the 
same  result  ?  However  truth  is  loved  and  kept  by  those  of  riper  age  in 
domestic  life,  how  few  have  the  courage  to  bear  witness  openly  to  their 
own  opinions,  or  sufficient  decision  to  sacrifice  any  earthly  advantages 
for  the  cause  of  truth,  and  to  rise  in  its  defence  with  the  party  that  has 
written  that  name  on  its  standards ! 

It  is  not  this  or  that  institution,  nor  the  masters  that  govern  schools,  who 
are  accountable  for  this  result.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  only  a  proof 
of  the  deep  existence  of  the  evil.  For  schools,  however  isolated  within 
their  own  circle,  stand  betwixt  public  life  on  one  side  and  domestic  life 
on  the  other.  They  cannot  escape  the  influence  of  either,  but  are  con- 
stantly supported  and  held  up  by  the  powers  that  rule  in  families  or 
in  the  state.  Now,  he  who  understands  the  nature  of  these  two  pillars 
of  society  in  England,  will  no  longer  find  a  mystery  in  what  I  have  stated 
to  be  the  moral  standard  of  her  young. 

Education  succeeds  then  well  in  public  schools,  only  because  it  avails 
itself  of  domestic  customs.  Le^es  sine  moribus  vance,  is  a  principle 
"which  is  there  applied,  as  well  to  that  smaller  community,  called  school*. 
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as  to  the  commonwealth.  Every  school-boy  in  England  brings  with  bitn 
from  his  father's  house  certain  domestic  habits,  religious  and  others  ;  he 
has  got,  besides,  a  particular  feeling  belonging  to  the  family  from  which 
he  springs ;  and  he  joins  the  rest  in  thinking  himself  a  member  of  a  free 
and  mighty  nation  in  whose  ranks  he  shall  one  day  find  honour  and  his 
due  place.  This  family  pride  is  not  without  an  aristocratical  element ; 
but  aristocracy,  far  from  being  unpopular  in  England,  does  there  not 
exclude  any  person  of  a  birth  never  so  obscure,  if  he  has  only  excelled  by 
talent  or  merit.  They  avoid  that  which  Aristotle  has  called  the  departure 
from  real  and  good  aristocracy,  namely,  the  belief  that  men  were  unequal 
in  all  matters  because  they  are  so  in  a  few,  just  so  as  genuine  democracy 
has  in  England  hitherto  escaped  its  abuse  of  that  principle,  which  con- 
sists in  the  belief  that  men,  equal  as  they  are  in  some  points,  must  needs 
be  so  m  all. 

I  say,  it  is  a  pity  that  in  Germany  none  of  these  family  prejudices  are 
instilled  into  the  young,  and  that  they  grow  up  without  the  bliss  of  con- 
stant habits.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood.  Let  me  mention  an 
example  of  which  I  have  been  witness.  An  English  head  master  said  in 
my  presence,  before  the  assembly  of  all  the  pupils  of  his  school :  '*  I  know 
there  are  few  among  you  who  have  not  from  their  homes  already  brought 
with  them  the  regular  habit  of  prayer  and  of  daily  reading  in  the  Bible. '^ 
A  German  college  director  would  have  no  right  to  say  so,  and  indeed 
how  should  he,  since  this  and  a  thousand  other  matters  that  have 
an  early  influence  on  the  mind  of  English  children  are  disregarded,  and 
not  thought  necessary  in  families  and  public  life  in  Germany?  Schools 
cannot  remedy  the  faults  of  the  parents,  nor  can  they  supply  the  national 
sense  of  the  young  by  merely  teaching  them  history.  Thus,  I  think,  the  poli- 
tical welfare  of  the  British  nation  rests  on  those  habits  which  education  early 
bestows  on  their  youth.  The  English  are  themselves  very  conscious  of 
following  this  plan  of  education,  as  will  be  fully  seen  by  their  literature 
on  philosophical  and  on  educational  topics.  Both  Bacon  and  Locke 
dwell  in  their  writings  repeatedly  on  the  power  and  the  efficacy  of 
custom  and  habit,  and  they  allow  only  true  genius  to  trespass  against  it. 

This  submission  to  the  rule  of  custom  does  not  intrude  upon  personal 
independence,  which  is  confirmed  and  properly  made  use  of  in  English 
education.  No  boy's  personal  rights  are  ever  disregarded.  A  head  master 
to  whom  I  once  communicated  a  similar  observation,  replied,  *•  How  can. 
I  act  otherwise  ?  A  boy  has  been  baptized,  and  I  cannot  do  otherwise 
than  regard  him,  were  it  only  for  that.  Self-respect  will  keep  him  from 
doing  wrong,  and  the  more  confidence  I  manifest  to  him,  the  more  he  will 
try  to  deserve  it."  This  line  of  conduct  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  followed  com- 
monly respecting  pupils,  and,  characteristic  as  it  is  of  the  English,  it  is  at 
the  same  time  successful  in  causing  schools  to  be  governed  without  the 
aid  of  any  artifice.  Masters  do  not  put  up  a  certain  system  of  discipline^ 
however  close  they  keep  to  the  rules  once  adopted.  They  have  a  golden 
xnaxim  which  applies  to  both  politics  and  education:  not  measures,  but 
men.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  ever  seen  any  English  boy  looking  de- 
murely or  submissively  up  to  his  master,  nor  have  I  found  a  master  wha 
by  his  authority  depressed  the  young  minds  of  his  pupils.  They  know  that 
the  more  boys  are  afraid  of  their  master,  the  more  they  will  try  to  deceive 
him,  and  that  he  who  keeps  them  in  constant  fear  of  himself  will  be  guilty 
of  leading  them  into  clandestine  practices. 

The  whole  appearance  of  an  English  master,  independent  of  his  clerical.* 
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dress,  cannot  bat  make  a  strong  impression  on  a  visitor.  There  is  no  air  of 
pedantry  in  his  carriage,  but  as  much  dignity  as  is  required  to  keep  ia 
due  deference  young  people  of  a  proud  and  fervent  nature.  In  Ger- 
many masters  impress  their  boys  with  respect  by  their  great  erudition,  and 
observe  in  many  points  no  such  strict  reserve  towards  pupils.  I  quite 
agree  that  England  exhibits  only  few  masters  who  are  as  capable  of  intel- 
lectual  efforts  as  the  generality  of  our  own,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  my 
persuasion  that  only  manly  minds  are  fit  to  educate  manly  persons.  And 
such  is  the  principle  of  English  masters.  They  care  more  for  what  tfaeic 
pupil  learns  by  them  than  from  them.  It  often  appeared  to  me  as  they 
said  unto  their  boys,  '*  Look  on  what  I  am  doing,"  whereas  in  Germany 
they  seem  to  say,  *'  Hear  what  I  am  saying."  In  one  word,  the  personal 
Influence  of  the  master  in  forming  the  character  of  the  young  people  is  far 
more  powerful  there  than  it  is  with  us. 
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lAheral  Treatment  of  the  Pupils, — Their  Privileges. — JBecitations  usual  at 
Kinfs  College. — Oxford  Commemoration, — Papers  written  by  the  FupiU 
themselves. — The  Sixth  Form. — Seniors. — Fagging. — JEtespectforAutJmUy* 
— ^  BemarJc  on  Irish  Latin, 

Patience,  which  with  unclouded  gaze  and  clear  judgment  is  able  to 
look  beyond  the  things  which  are  nearest  at  hand,  and  to  rest  with  confi- 
dence on  their  future  development,  is  more  common  among  English 
masters,  I  think,  than  in  Germany.  Hence  their  liberality  in  the  treat- 
ment of  young  people.  All  appearance  of  constraint  and  compulsion, and, 
still  more,  everything  that  looks  like  a  system  of  police  and  espioonage,  is 
avoided  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  free  development  of  the  natural 
powers.  They  are  severe  in  essential  and  important  points,  and  indulgent 
in  all  the  rest. 

The  liberty  which  is  allowed  to  boys  is  not  confined  within  as  narrow 
limits  as  it  is  with  us.  They  have  not  to  undergo  a  rigorous  and  incessant 
superintendence.  A  master  is  not  constantly  present  when  ihey  take 
their  meals,  nor  sleeps  in  the  same  room  with  them  at  night,  nor  is  at  hand 
in  their  hours  of  recreation.  The  boys  would  look  on  this  as  an  intolerable 
encroachment  upon  their  rights.  They  are  not  prevented  from  cutting 
names  into  desks  and  forms,  and  doing  several  other  kinds  of  mischief.  I 
was  told  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Liddeli,  Head  Master .  of  Westminster  School, 
that  he  had  only  forbidden  them  cutting  into  the  rafters  of  the  roof;  beyond 
this,  there  was  scarcely  another  spot  in  the  hall  that  was  left  untouched. 
Even  in  schools  in  the  heart  of  London  the  rules  as  to  boys  going  out  are 
not  very  stringent.  They  may  also  read  what  they  like,  even  the  newspa* 
pers,  some  of  which  I  often  saw  lying  about  on  the  desks.  I  also  found, 
Iiowever,  the  school  libraries,  e.g,,  that  of  Eton,  judiciously  furnished  with 
useful  books,  well  fitted  either  to  destroy  a  taste  for  useless  and  pernicious 
reading  or  to  preserve  boys  from  it. 

Young  people  very  soon  take  an  interest  in  politics  in  England;  for  it 
1?\A  ^®  ''"P^ss^^'e  to  exclude  them  from  an  atmosphere  which  is  so  mucli 
filled  with  It.  And  as  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  the  saying  which  one 
nears  sometimes,  that  the  most  ultra-English  Radical  would  be  considered 
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a  man  holding  very  conservative  opinions  in  Germany,  so  there  is  little  or 
no  danger  in  this  early  initiation  into  politics,  which  would  not  be  the  case 
-with  us.  Also  for  this  reason  there  is  nothing  more  important  than  that 
boys,  on  leaving  their  rather*s  house,  should  be  provided  with  certain  fixed^ 
principles,  the  elements  of  which  consist,  with  a  few  rare  exceptions,  of 
respect  for  existing  authorities  as  well  as  for  justice  and  law.  Still,  after 
all,  a  foreigner  must  be  surprised  to  see  how  many  of  the  forms  of  public 
life  and  political  meetings  have  found  entrance  into  English  schools. 

I  was  invited  on  one  occasion  to  be  present  at  a  recitation  and  distribu-- 
tion  of  prizes  at  King's  College.  In  a  large  saloon  I  found  about  400. 
pupils  assembled  with  their  masters,  and  a  distinguished  audience  of  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies.  In  Germany  it  is  the  head  master  who  presides  on 
similar  occasions ;  but  in  this  instance  an  M.P.  belonging  to  the  counciV 
appointed  for  the  management  of  the  college,  accepted  the  post  as  an 
honourable  distinction,  and  the  programme  announced  that  Sir  Robert 
Inglis  would  take  the  chair.  When  he  appeared,  the  young  men  received 
him  with  applause,  which  lasted  at  least  two  minutes.  The  whole  occupied 
about  three  hours ;  but  I  believe  I  am  not  mistaken  when  I  say  that,  taken 
altogether,  almost  a  third  part  of  the  whole  time  was  spent  in  applauding. 
After  every  recitation,  at  every  well -delivered  passage,  and,  later  on,  atthei 
distribution  of  the  prizes,  when  the  name  of  the  successful  candidate  was 
given  out,  and  he  stepped  forward  to  receive  the  prize  from  the  Chairman  ,^ 
who,  in  presenting  it  to  him,  addressed  him  with  a  few  words  of  encourage*? 
ment,  afterwards,  when  the  Chairman  praised  the  master  and  the  school; 
and  the  principal  returned  thanks,  each  time  the  applause  increased  in 
loudness,  whilst  at  intervals  hisses  were  mingled  with  the  cheers,  when  a 
youth  who  did  not  happen  to  be  a  favourite  with  his  school- fellows  was 
mentioned.  At  such  times  an  interruption  of  several  minutes  took  place, . 
until  the  contest  between  the  two  parties  was  decided,  when  quiet  was 
once  more  restored.  All  this  is  not  considered  disorderly,  and  as  it  is  in 
schools  so  it  is  in  every  public  festival  of  the  universities.  Nay,  what  I 
have  seen  of  this  kind  of  thing  at  Oxford,  exceeds  not  only  the  limits  of 
merriment,  but  those  of  propriety  and  good  breeding. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  commemoration,  when  the  prize  essays  are  deli- 
vered, the  honorary  degree  of  D.C.L,  was  conferred  on  Colonel  Rawlin- 
Bon,  the  decipherer  of  the  cuneiform  writing,  and  on  the  two  heroes  of  the 
Indian  wars,  Lord  Gough  and  Major  Edwardes.  The  magnificent  hall  of 
the  Sheldon  Theatre,  near  the  Bodleian  Library,  is  made  use  of  on  such 
occasions.  Long  before  the  arrival  of  the  persons  on  whom  the  degrees 
were  to  be  conferred,  the  gallery  was  filled  ;  there  might  have  been  upwards 
of  a  thousand  persons  present,  most  of  them  being  under-graduates  and 
bachelors  of  arts.  These  young  men  from  their  position  in  the  gallery 
gave  free  vent  to  their  liiirth.  Every  person  and  subject  spoken  of  excited 
their  criticisms,  and  was  received,  according  to  their  ecclesiastical  or  poli- 
tical bias,  with  either  cheers  and  clapping  of  hands  or  with  groans  and 
hisses,  howls  and  stamping  of  feet ;  in  fact,  such  a  tremendous  noise  was 
made  that  I  could  have  taken  them  sometimes  to  be  a  parcel  of  madmen. 
One  of  them  always  took  the  lead  in  designating  the  persons  they  wished 
to  point  out.  Thus  the  mention  of  the  Queen  was  received  with  loud 
cheers ;  equal  applause  followed  the  names  of  favourite  professors  and 
fellows,  while  others  were  greeted  with  hisses :  "  Three  groans  for  Dr.  N.,*' 
**  Three  groans  for  the  proctor,"  "  Three  cheers  for  the  lady  next  to  the 
proctor/'  and  so  on.  One  of  the  D.C.L.seven  did  not  escape  hearing  that 
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dress,  cannot  but  make  a  strong  impression  on  a  ^i»?^^|::  J^  /ovmg 
pedantry  in  his  carriage,  but  as  much  dignity  as  i»  reo  y^  r^^  ^^ 
Sue  deference  young  people  of  a  proud  and  ^ervenf  /  /  ^^^^  ^^^ 
many  masters  impress  their  boys  with  respect  by  they//  .  > 
observe  in  many  points  no  such  strict  reserve  tof  /;/  /  ^rdedbya 
agree  that  England  exhibits  only  few  masters  whr .    <r  j^  ised  to  hear 

lectual  efforts  as  the  generality  of  our  own,  bur    ,   '  ^  i'g  School,  at 

persuasion  that  only  manly  minds  are  fit  to  ec*    _  .   :  luce  a  weekly 

such  is  the  principle  of  English  masters.         '      '  '  were  offered  to 

pupil  learns  hy  them  than  from  them.     V  in  their  under- 

said  unto  their  boys,  **  Look  on  what  I       ,  :  /         ^       ^ere  more  effec- 
they  seem  to  say,  "  Hear  what  I  am  s^        ,\      ;  J  been  forbiddea 

influence  of  the  master  in  forming  the     ,  ^  '   .  '  1  afterwards  learnt 

more  powerful  there  than  it  is  with  »  ^aal  at  Eton,  where  for 

'    ;  '  -  ^'Mic'^ocosm,"  in  which, 

'     •         a  very  of  Greece  appeared,  and 

pted  when  he  arrived  at  manhood. 

Etonian,"  was  still  more  successful! 
jrm  boys  to  take  part  in  a  weekly  paper 

Liberal  Treatment  of  thf      ^  ffom  these  statements  that  the  pupils  in  Eng- 
Xing*sCollege^Oxf    ^^  ^uch  left  to  themselves,  and  not  sufficiently 


!!^Tr^aThon  h\^^^^^^  ^^  P"^"^  "^^'  ^^  ^^"^^  ^^  ^°^^  ^^^^  ^"^'4^ 

/!^(iercd  indispen8aV)le  with  us,  are  either  unnecessary  or 

Patience,  which  .p<^j^  and  that  other  countries  had  not  done  more  with 
look  beyond  '^^//^,.erer  superintendence  and  stricter  limitations  than  had 
dence 


masters, 

ment 

still  more 

avoided  ^>^/aroily,  as  is  the  case  in  Belgian  boarding-schools.     A  third 

power'   ^^J^jnode — namely,  that  of  exercising  a  mere  system  of  police, 

in  aP    ^^^i^ently  leaving  the  boys  at  the  same  time  to  their  own  inconst 

^     <>^^yance,  is  attended  with  nothing  but  evil. 

1^^     y^  js  DO  superintendence  at  all  in  English  schools.     The  first  clasi^ 

S'        y^s  called  by  the  magic  name  of  **  sixth  form,"  confers  on  every 

^      ^^0  enters  it  the  duties  of  a  senior  or  prepositor,  that  is  to  say,  a  title 

^he  ^®^®  *^"^  ^^  rights.     The  fifth  form  only — the  same  which  in  our 

^^^giia  is  termed  secunda — is  exempt  from  their  control,  whilst  they  also 

(l%i\x  side  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  lower  classes  of  the  school.    As 

^promotions  of  pupils  to  the  sixth  form  is  conducted  with  much  pru- 

j^^,  the  masters  can  rely  in  great  measure  on  the  seniors  for  giving  them 

^pport  in  the  maintenance  of  discipline,  and  I  have  found  that  most  of 

jTeae  youths  consider  it  as  a  point  of  honour  not  to  betray  the  confidence 

Imposed  in  them. 

At  first  view  the  relation  in  which  they  stand  to  the  younger  boys  appears 
^ther  tyrannical,  on  account  of  theyb^^tit^  system,  as  it  is  called.  Every 
senior  has  one  or  more  fags  or  servants  who  run  messages  for  him,  fetch 
whatever  he  wants,  and  attend  his  orders.  I  often  saw  fags  putting  their 
ichool-fellows'  books  in  order,  clearing  away  their  clothes,  and  performing 
similar  offices,  and  when  the  gentleman  who  accompanied  me  asked, 
*^  whose  fag  are  you?"  they  mentioned  the  name  of  their  senior  with  so 
much  satisfaction,  so  contented  and  cheerful  a  countenance,  that  it  was  clear 
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their  services  were  willingly  rendered.  I  also  learned^  that  this  kind  of 
connection  is  very  valuable  to  the  younger  boys,  who  thus  become  as  it 
were  clients  of  these  seniors,  who  protect  and  assist  them  in  every  possible 
way.  I  then  understood  with  what  justice  Dr.  Arnold  could  say,  *'  If  I 
€an  depend  on  my  sixth  form,  then  I  am  at  ease."  That  accomplished 
master  has  had  much  to  suffer  for  defending  this  old  institution,  on  which 
nothing  could  prevail  upon  him  to  alter  his  opinion.  Although  the  seniors 
may  punish  the  younger  boys,  yet  fagging  never  degenerates  into  rudeness 
or  abuse  of  ^eir  authority.  In  Germany  Fichte,  when  still  a  boy,  ran 
away  from  Schulpforta  College,  on  account  of  the  tyranny  exercised  by  his 
senior ;  but  with  this  exception,  most  of  those  who  have  been  educated  in 
that  college  regard  such  a  correction  with  the  utmost  gratitude.  Never- 
theless, as  some  parents  utterly  disliked  the  thought  of  their  children  ren* 
dering  services  to  other  boys,  endeavours  were  made  in  the  older  estabHsh- 
ments  to  abolish  this  institution,  and  in  new  ones  it  is  not  allowed  to  be 
introduced.  However,  as  the  fagging  system  was  general  in  the  former 
sehools,  these  reforms  met  with  an  obstinate  opposition  from  the  school- 
boys, and  therefore  it  was  thought  more  advisable  to  tolerate  the  mischiev- 
ous consequences  of  the  fagging  system  for  the  sake  of  the  good  which  it 
positively  does. 

It  is  in  general  not  easy  to  deprive  English  school-boys  of  a  right 
which  they  have  once  acquired  by  prescription,  and  which  they  consider 
as  their  lawful  privilege.  Among  other  proofs  there  is  one  exhibited  at 
Winchester,  and  recorded  in  the  annals  of  that  famous  school.  The 
scholars  were  once  in  danger  of  being  deprived  of  an  ancient  privilege,  I 
do  not  recollect  what,  when  they  assembled,  revolted  against  their 
masters,  garrisoned  the  gates  of  the  school  building,  and  did  not  yield 
until  the  policemen  had  granted  them  an  honourable  capitulation. 

The  great  liberality  and  indulgence  with  which  youth  is  usually  treated 
in  England,  is  perhaps  more  suitable  to  their  manners  than  it  would  be  to 
Qurs,  for  English  boys  combine  with  their  self-reliance  and  independent 
spirit  great  respect  for  authority.  This  quality  will  be  found  charac" 
teristic  of  the  English  people  in  every  relation  of  life,  and  it  affords  no 
small  degree  of  satisfaction  to  trace  its  presence  wheresoever  it  be. 
Though  subordination  be  apparently  opposed  to  independence,  and  a  ten- 
dency to  the  latter  might  be  thought  inconsistent  with  deference  for  autho- 
rity, yet  both  are  found  closely  united  in  domestic  and  public  life,  in  the 
Church,  and  in  schools  throughout  England.  The  conservative,  yet 
liberal  character  of  her  policy  is  reflected  everywhere,  even  on  little 
things,  and  throughout  the  whole  nation  a  never  tiring  struggle  is  seen  to 
be  associated  with  calmness  and  perseverance. 

This  deference  for  authority  causes  young  English  boys  to  be,  generally 
speaking,  obedient  and  docile  pupils,  they  act  in  agreement  with  the  old 
maxim  that  truth  is  delivered  to  every  man  as  a  present  from  another,  and 
that  we  owe  to  others  all  that  we  are.  There  I  found  still  universally 
admitted  the  proverb :  "  Discere  cupientem  credere  oportet."  I  am  not 
yet  about  to  speak  of  the  intellectual  cultivation  of  English  boys,  yet 
what  I  have  just  mentioned  as  being  a  trait  of  the  English  character,  has 
its  effects  also  on  teaching,  and  on  the  intercourse  between  masters  and 
pupils.  Independence  of  character,  so  it  is  thought,  can  only  be  acquired 
by  first  submitting  to  the  discipline  of  a  more  experienced  and  more 
highly  developed  mind,  that  is  to  say,  through  obedience. 

I  once  witnessed  a  little  proof  of  the  way  in  which  English  boys  appeal 
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to  authority.  When  I  travelled  from  London  to  Scotland  the  holiday s^ 
had  just  commenced  in  several  schools,  and  1  happened  to  be  seated  in 
the  same  railway  carriage  with  fiye  youths  from  fifteen  to  sixteen  years  old. 
Such  companionship  was  then,  as  it  has  been  in  many  instances,  quite 
agreeable  to  my  wishes^  for  I  was  able  to  learn  in  this  way  many  circurn-- 
stances  which  I  had  missed  finding  out  in  the  schools  themselves.  I  drew 
out  of  my  pocket  a  map  of  England  and  looked  at  it  for  some  time,  when 
one  of  them  entreated  me  to  show  it  to  him,  and  as  he  did  not  understand 
a  few  German  denominations  which  occurred  on  it,  he  asked  me  what 
was  their  meaning.  I  then  entered  into  conversation  with  them,  and 
learned  that  they  all  belonged  to  an  excellent  boarding-school,  situated^ 
like  so  many  others,  in  the  vicinity  of  London.  They  made  no  secret  of 
confessing  that  they  should  like  better  to  be  at  one  of  the  large  public 
schools,  if  it  were  only  not  too  expensive  to  their  parents.  The  youth 
sitting  next  me  pointed  out  to  me  a  place  near  the  Scotch  frontier  where 
his  home  was  situated.  I  asked  him  whether  he  had  ever  read  the  beau- 
tiful Latin  description  which  his  countryman  George  Buchanan  had  given 
of  the  battles  fought  in  the  same  region  between  the  Scots  and  the 
English  ?  He  opened  his  eyes  wide,  and  said  he  did  not  know  anything 
of  George  Buchanan,  and  that  he  must  confess,  to  his  shame,  a  foreigner 
knew  more  de  rebus  ScoticiSy  and  the  country  of  his  birth-place,  than  he 
knew  hinaself. 

Shortly  after  they  began  to  dispute  which  Latin  was  the  best,  the 
English,  the  Scotch,  or  the  Irish  ;  the  question  referred,  properly  speakings 
only  to  the  pronunciation.  Paddy,  the  Irishman,  had  the  worst  of  the 
contest  as  he  always  has  when  there  is  a  quarrel  between  the  three* 
Their  argument  amused  me  greatly,  they  alleged  some  well^^hosen 
examples  in  support  of  their  opinions,  which  they  maintained,  each  so 
obstinately,  that  no  decision  could  be  arrived  at.  At  last  one  of  them 
proposed  that  I  should  be  asked  to  arbitrate  between  them,  and  although 
I  declared  I  was  as  a  foreigner  not  able  to  do  so,  they  insisted  on  their 
request  being  granted.  I  am  almost  sure  (he  opinion  I  expressed  mast  have 
appeared  to  them  rather  a  prejudiced  one,  for  I  said  I  preferred  the  Irish 
Latin  which  they  had  so  much  censured  before  ;  however,  they  acquiesced 
in  this  and  the  matter  was  at  once  settled. 

When  I  reflected  upon  ihis  controversy  afterwards,  it  occurred  to  my 
mind  that  something  might  be  said  in  favour  of  my  decision,  which  at  that 
time  I  had  only  given  according  to  the  general  impression  which  the 
different  modes  of  pronunciation  make  on  the  ear.  On  both  the  islands 
the  connection  of  the  Church  with  Rome  must  have  preserved  for  a  length 
of  time  the  original  or  Roman  pronunciation  of  the  Latin.  This  connec* 
tion  was  longer  and  more  closely  adhered  to*  in  Ireland  than  it  was  either 
in  Scotland  or  England,  where,  as  soon  as  the  Reformation  took  place, 
the  opposition  against  Rome  was  positively  carried  so  far  as  to  cause  the 
ancient  pronunciation  to  be  obliterated,  and  Latin  to  be  read  with  the 
tame  sounds  as  occur  in  the  mother  tongue* 
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ON  THE  TEACHING  OF  GEOLOGY  AS  THE  BASIS  OF 

GEOGRAPHY. 

In  teaching  geology  as  the  basis  of  geography,  as  recommended  in  our 
June  Number,  the  greatest  difficulty  which  the  teacher  will  experience 
will  arise  from  the  want  of  well-arranged  materials  for  his  lessons.  He 
will,  in  great  measure,  have  to  collect  and  arrange  materials  for  him- 
self, for  works  do  not  exist  in  which  the  subject  is  treated  to  any  extent 
in  the  manner  which  we  have  described  and  illustrated.  A  few  scattered 
notices  in  the  works  of  geologists  will  be  the  most  that  he  will  find  of  the 
same  character.  Indeed,  the  subject  is  one  which  neither  belongs  to 
geology  nor  to  geography  exclusively,  but  to  both ;  and  it  has  accord- 
ingly furnished  an  illustration  of  the  old  proverb,  that  what  is  every- 
body's business  is  nobody's  business. 

Geology  is  so  vast  a  science,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  each  of 
its  disciples  to  concentrate  his  attention  upon  one  division ;  and,  unfor- 
tunately, but  naturally  enough,  nearly  all  of  them  have  chosen  the  same 
division,  that  which  is  at  once  the  most  interesting  and  the  most  profound 
— -Paleeontology,  or  fossil  geology.  Mineralogy,  chemical  geology,  and 
other  parts  of  the  science,  are  comparatively  neglected.  We  need  not 
wonder,  therefore,  that  a  subject  only  partially  within  the  province  of  the 
geologist,  has  not  hitherto  received  much  of  his  attention. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  geographer  has  not  considered  it  his  duty  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  a  science  which  is  thus  almost  exclusively 
occupied  with  the  elucidation  of  the  previous  and  not  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  earth  and  its  inhabitants.  The  existence  or  non-existence  of 
minerals  and  metals  has  been  looked  upon  as  a  geographical,  rather  than 
a  geological  fact ;  that  is,  the  geographer  has  only  dealt  with  them  as 
occurring  in  the  country,  without  reference  to  any  particular  class  of 
rocks,  as  their  ordinary  or  invariable  depository.  The  mineralogy  of  geo- 
graphical works,  therefore,  cannot  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  name 
of  geology  at  all.  In  one  exceptional  case,  in  which  an  attempt  is  made 
to  introduce  geology,  namely,  in  the  **  System  of  Geography  from  Make 
Brun  and  Balbi,"  published  by  Messrs.  Longman,  we  find  the  opposite 
extreme.  Instead  of  physical  geology,  in  its  relation  to  geography,  we 
have,  for  the  most  part,  nothing  but  pure  geology,  without  assimilation. 
Fossil  remains,  with  which  the  geological  notices  in  this  work  are  very 
much  occupied,  have  not  the  slightest  connection  with  the  geography  of  a 
country.  Geography  is  concerned  with  the  phenomena  on  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  and  geology  is  only  connected  with  geography  in  so  far  as 
it  influences  those  phenomena. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  wished  that  some  one  well  qualified  for  the  task 
would  write  a  manual  of  physical  geology,  in  its  relation  to  geography,  for 
the  use  of  teachers.  Such  a  work  should  first  treat  the  subject  gene- 
rally, and  with  reference  to  the  whole  earth,  and  then  proceed  to  apply 
it  separately  to  each  of  the  great  continents,  and  (wherever  the  data  for 
the  purpose  exist)  to  each. country. 

In  the  absence  of  a  manual  of  this  kind,  the  teacher  must  make  hmi- 
self  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  physical  geology  of  the  country 
which  he  may  wish  to  describe,  and  then  trace,  as  far  as  he  is  able,  the 
results  of  this  in  the  character  of  the  surface  and  soil,  and  the  occupa- 
tions of  the  inhabitants.  This  labour  will  be  very  lemuneraliye  to 
him,  and  he  will  feel  more  interest  in  the  subject  than  he  would  if  the 
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facts  which  he  is  left  to  discover  for  himself  were  furnished  to  his  hand 
ready  cut  and  dried. 

For  the  guidance  of  those  teachers  who  may  be  disposed  to  follow  out 
our  advice,  we  purpose  to  insert  in  the  Journal,  from  time  to  time,  short 
sketches  similar  to  that  in  our  first  article  under  this  head.  We  are 
generally  averse  to  the  insertion  of  the  subject-matter  of  instruction  in 
our  pages,  except  in  the  form  of  model  lessons.  A  teacher's  knowledge 
should  not  be  acquired  piecemeal.  To  be  master  of  any  subject,  he  must 
not  merely  possess  its  details,  but  he  must  know  it  in  its  entireness,  and 
in  all  its  relations.  And  it  is  in  books  and  special  treatises,  not  in  the 
detached  numbers  of  a  journal,  that  these  things  can  and  must  be 
studied.  But,  in  the  present  instance,  no  such  books  or  treatises  exist, 
and  we  therefore   feel  ourselves  justified  in  departing  from  our  usual 

course. 

We  now  propose  to  give  a  concise  account  of  the  physical  geology  of 
Scotland. 

The  formations  of  which  that  country  is  composed  are  not  so  numerous 
and  varied  as  those  of  England  and  Wales,  but  in  no  country  are  the  in- 
fluences of  geological  structure  more  distinctly  visible.  The  vast  dif- 
ference between  the  two  districts,  into  which  Scotland  naturally  divides 
itself,  would  strike  the  most  common  observer  as  remarkable. 

In  the  one  half  we  find  a  dense  population  engaged  in  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  pursuits,  and  in  an  extensive  commerce  arising  out  of 
these.  The  land  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  repays  the 
labours  of  the  husbandman  ;  busy  and  thriving  villages  and  towns,  with 
their  blazing  furnaces  and  smoking  chimneys,  thickly  bestud  its  surface. 
The  coasts  and  estuaries  of  the  rivers  present  numerous  ^large  seaport 
towns,  with  vessels  of  every  flag  crowding  their  harbours.  Here  and 
there  a  splendid  city  rises  to  view,  whose  glory  as  an  ancient  seat  of 
royalty  or  of  learning  is  now  eclipsed  in  the  general  blaze  of  modera 
opulence,  refinement,  and  luxury.  The  common  roads  can  compete  with 
those  of  any  country,  and  railroads  are  now  almost  as  numerous  as  these. 
The  finest  class  of  small  steam-vessels  in  the  world  are  to  be  seen  busily 
plying  upon  the  rivers  and  estuaries,  crowded  with  passengers,  whom 
they  convey  for  a  nearly  nominal  charge.  In  short,  the  Lowlands  of 
Scotland  are  at  least  equal  to  any  part  of  England  in  the  appearances  of 
$ictive  industry  and  general  prosperity. 

The  other  half  of  the  kingdom  is  in  every  respect  a  complete  contrast 
to  this.  We  may  go  over  miles  and  miles  of  the  country  without  meeting 
with  a  human  habitation.  When  we  do  come  across  one,  it  is  a  mere  hut, 
rudely  built,  and  inhabited  either  by  a  shepherd  or  a  fisherman.  The 
country  through  which  we  pass  is  one  mass  of  wild  mountains,  intersected 
by  lakes  and  inlets  of  the  sea.  The  valleys  and  the  slopes  of  the  hills 
only  rarely,  and  at  wide  intervals,  afford  sufficient  herbage  for  a  few  scat- 
tered sheep  and  cattle  to  graze  on.  Cultivation  is  out  of  the  question, 
except  in  the  small  patches  of  garden  ground  round  each  of  the  huts. 
The  land  stretches  away  for  the  most  part  in  dreary  moors  and  wastes> 
covered  thickly  with  heather,  which  furnishes  the  thatch  for  the  roofs  of 
the  huts,  and  containing,  under  the  heathy  surface,  in  many  places,  thick 
beds  of  peat,  upon  which  the  inhabitants  depend  for  their  fuel.  Of  trees 
and  forests  there  are  so  few,  as  to  make  Dr.  Johnson's  well-known  remark 
almost  literally  true  ;  and  very  oflen,  in  those  spots  where  foliage  is  seen» 
we  distinguish  the  regularity  of  a  modern  plantation.     Even  the  Scotch 
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fir^  we  ascertain  on  inquiry,  is  not  indigenous  to  the  region,  but  has  only 
recently  been  imported  from  a  neighbouring  country.*  The  trees  are  all 
stunted  in  their  growth,  and  there  is  none  of  that  luxuriant  underwood 
'which  characterizes  the  woods  of  the  Lowlands,  and  still  more  those  of 
England.     The  vegetation  everywhere  is  poor  and  scanty. 

If  we  enter  one  of  the  huts,  we  find  that  the  Highlander  and  his  family 
have  a  hard  struggle  to  support  themselves.  He  and  his  sons  tend  a 
few  sheep  or  cattle  upon  the  mountains,  and  his  wife  and  daughters 
cultivate  the  small  plot  of  ground  about  their  dwelling.f  Their  food  is  of 
the  coarsest  description,  consisting^  principally  of  oatmeal ;  flesh-meat  they 
do  not  taste  from  one  year's  end  to  anotlier.  The  clothing,  both  of  males 
and  females,  is  made  for  the  most  part  of  rough  serge.  Even  for  their 
barren  bit  of  ground  and  their  rocky  pasture  they  have  to  pay  a  rent ;  for 
the  neighbouring  ''  bailiie,"  who  claims  possession  of  the  hills,  must  also 
be  supported.  It  is  the  most  they  can  do  to  subsist  and  scrape  together 
enough  money,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  to  pay  their  rent.  Indeed,  they 
are  unable  in  some  districts  to  do  even  this  much,  as  may  be  seen  from 
the  recent  famine  in  the  Western  Islands,  and  the  extensive  emigratioa 
iirhich  is  now  taking  place,  in  consequence,  from  those  parts. 

Generally  speaking,  therefore,  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  are  incapable  of 
adequately  supporting  any  population  whatever. 

It  is  not  a  sufficient  explanation  of  these  striking  contrasts  between  two 
districts  of  the  same  country,  to  say  that  one  division  is  mountainous  and 
the  other  comparatively  level,  that  one  is  a  highland,  and  the  other  a 
lowland.  The  Jura  Mountains  of  Switzerland  are,  on  an  average,  twice 
as  high  as  the  Scotch  hills,  which  is  more  than  sufficient  to  compensate 
for  a  difference  of  ten  degrees  in  latitude ;  and  yet  the  vine  grows  luxu- 
riantly on  their  slopes,  and  their  summits  are  covered  with  magnificent 
pine  forests.  The  centre  of  Ireland,  too,  is  a  level  tract,  but  nobody 
would  think  of  comparing  it  with  the  south  of  Scotland  in  point  of  agri- 
cultural and  manufacturing  industry  and  commercial  enterprise.  Besides, 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  most  level  tracts  on  the  surface  of  the 
earth  are  deserts. 

If  we  would  understand  the  true  causes  of  this  remarkable  difference, 
■we  must  examine  into  the  geological  conformation  of  the  two  districts. 

The  first  great  fact  that  meets  us  in  our  inquiry  is,  that  the  Highlands 
are  composed  of  primary,  and  the  Lowlands  of  secondary  formations* 
This  alone,  if  we  are  acquainted  with  the  usual  characters  of  these  forma- 
tions, will  afford  us  a  key  to  the  whole  mystery. 

To  understand  more  particularly  the  geological  conformation  of  these 
two  districts,  and  the  geographical  influence  of  this  confirmation,  we  must 
look  separately  at  the  formations  comprised  in  each.  We  will  begin  with 
the  Highlands. 

By  much  the  greatest  part  of  the  Highlands  is  composed  of  gneiss. 
This  rock  consists  of  the  same  materials  as  granite  (quartz,  felspar,  and 


*  The  Scotch  fir  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  the  first  two  trees  brought  over  are  still  to 
be  seen  on  the  estate  of  the  Marqnis  of  Breadalbane. 

t  The  Highlandman  and  his  forefathers  have  been  so  entirely  unaccustomed  to  **  dig* 
ing/'  that  he  now  looks  upon  it  as  a  degrading  occupation,  only  fit  for  the  women. 
This  antipathy  is  so  deep-seated  as  to  be  considered  a  reasonable  ground  for  fear  that 
the  Highlandmen  who  are  now  being  sent  out  to  Australia^  will  not  readily  take  to  the 
ifoltivation  of  the  soil,  even  when  they  have  the  opportunity  of  pursuing  it  with  success* 
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mica),  but  is  not  so  crystalline  in  its  texture.*  The  district  occupied  by 
It  extends  from  tbe  extreme  north  of  Scotland,  through  Sutherland,  Rosg, 
and  Inverness,  into  the  North  of  Argyle  and  Perth ;  and  then  westward 
through  Aberdeen  and  the  north  of  Forfar  and  Kincardine  to  the  coast. 
That  is,  it  occupies  all  the  central  parts  of  the  great  bend  in  the  north  of 
Scotland.  This  district  also  includes  the  Hebrides  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  Orkneys.f  In  many  parts  of  this  district,  masses  of  granite  break 
through  the  gneiss  and  form  the  centres  and  summits  of  lofty  hills.  This 
is  particularly  the  case  in  the  south  of  the  district,  where  we  find  the  range 
of  the  Grampian  mountains  and  its  numerous  branches  formed  in  this  way. 
Another  chain  of  similar  mountains,  interrupted  by  long  intervals,  stretches 
almost  parallel  to  the  Grampians,  from  Thurso  in  the  north  to  the  head 
of  Loch  Sunart  on  the  west  coast.  All  the  highest  summits  in  Scotland, 
therefore,  are  included  in  this  formation.  The  district  is  rugged  and 
mountainous  throughout.  The  hills  are  separated  by  deep  valleys  and 
narrow  gorges.  Their  sides  are  often  so  precipitous  that  nothing  can 
grow  upon  them  except  clinging  plants,  such  as  mosses  and  lichens.  The 
less  precipitous  slopes  are  covered  with  heath,  which  decays  year  after 
year,  and  forms  peat  bogs.  The  rocks  are  in  most  places  quite  bare,  and 
there  is  nowhere  any  considerable  depth  of  soil.  The  rivers,  fed  by  the 
mountain  torrents,  are  rapid  and  unnavigable. 

The  only  minerals  of  any  value  fouiid  in  this  formation  are  the  granite 
itself  and  a  few  precious  stones. 

Granite  is  extensively  quarried  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen,  and 
IS  sent  thence  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  for  building  purposes.  White 
granite  is  obtained  at  Aberdeen,  and  red  at  Peterhead,  further  north. 
Aberdeen  itself  is  built  almost  entirely  of  white  granite.  A  combination 
of  favourable  circumstances — its  situation  on  the  east  coast,  the  compara- 
tive fertility  of  the  soil  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  the  proximity  of  a  rich 
agricultural  and  mining  district  on  the  south — has  made  Aberdeen  a  large 
and  flourishing:  place.  It  forms  one  solitary  exception  to  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  Highlands.  We  are  aware  that  the  coast  of  Aberdeenshire 
is  not  popularly  considered 'a  part  of  the  Highlands ;  but  it  is  so  in  strict- 
ness, as  it  forms  their  slopes  on  this  side,  and  is  a  continuation  of  the  same 
Ideological  formation. 

The  precious  stones  seem  to  be  found  almost  exclusively  in  the  mountain 
called  Cairngorm,  They  are  chiefly  gairngorm,  a  species  of  rock  crystal 
named  after  the  mountain,  topazes^  and  btryl  or  aqua-marine. 

The  rock  most  extensively  developed  in  the  Highlands,  next  to  the 
gneiss,  is  the  mica  slate  or  schist.  This  rock  is  a  compound  of  mica  and 
quartz.  It  occupies  an  irregular  strip  lying  to  the  south-east  of  the  dis- 
trict we  have  just  described,  extending  from  Cantire  and  Islay  on  the 
south-west  to  the  coasts  of  Banff  on  the  north-east.  It  includes  the  most 
picturesque  scenery  in  Scotland,  namely,  the  greater  part  of  the  Western 
Highlands,  the  Alps  of  Arracher  and  Ben  Lomond,  the  Trosachs,  Ben 
Ledi,  Ben  More  (Perth),  and  Ben  Lawers.     It  is  not  nearly  so  barren 


*  The  teacher  should  endeavour  to  procure  specimenB  of  the  various  rocks.  Tliey 
may  be  had  for  a  very  small  cost  of  any  mineralogist.  If  he  has  these  to  show  to  his 
pupils,  the  lessons  will  gain  very  much  in  value  and  interest. 

f  It  is  almost  impossible  to  indicate  the  exact  extent  of  the  formations  in  a  descrip- 
tion. This  can  only  be  seen  by  referring  to  a  geological  map,  and  comparing  it  with  A 
common  geographical  one. 
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and  desolate  as  the  district  of  gneiss.  Although  the  rocks  are  even  moie 
precipitous,  they  have  generally  some  slight  depth  of  soil,  and  the  hills  are 
in  consequence  better  wooded,  and  afTord  more  pasture  for  cattle  and 
sheep.  The  Trosachs  owe  much  of  their  superiority  over  other  parts  af 
the  Highlands,  in  point  of  scenery,  to  their  forests  and  plantations.  It  is 
for  a  similar  reason,  that  the  scenery  of  North  Wales  is  generally 
preferred  to  that  of  the  Highlands.  At  the  same  time,  a  great  part  of 
this  district,  too,  is  void  of  trees,  and  is  covered  with  heath  and  peat-bogs. 
Cultivation  is  practicable  in  few  parts,  excepting  the  coast  of  Banff,  which, 
like  that  of  Aberdeen,  is  not  popularly  considered  in  the  Highlands. 

The  minerals  of  this  formation  are  of  no  particular  importance.  The 
mica  slate  itself  is  extensively  quarried  at  Easdale  in  Argyleshire,  and  is 
used  as  a  roofing  slate,  although  it  is  very  inferior  to  clay  slate.  Garnets 
too  of  a  brown  colour,  are  very  abundant. 

Quartz  rock  is  found  scattered  over  the  Highlands  in  detached  masses, 
especially  along  the  western  coast,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  Grampians. 
The  hills  which  it  forms,  are  not  so  high  and  precipitous  as  those  of  the 
gneiss  and  mica  schist ;  but  they  are  even  more  bare  and  barren  than  either 
of  these.     There  are  no  minerals  of  importance  in  this  formation. 

Trap  rocks  occur  almost  exclusively  upon  the  west,  occupying  nearly 
the  whole  of  each  of  the  islands  of  Skye,  Rum,  Mull,  and  Arran,  and  de- 
tached sspots  on  the  adjoining  coast.  These  rocks  form  the  summits  of 
several  of  the  loftiest  hills  of  Scotland — in  Arran,  Goatfell,  in  Mull,  Ben 
More,  in  Rum,  Ben  More,  in  Skye,  the  Cuillin  Hills  and  Storr,  and  on 
the  mainland  of  Argyle,  Ben  Shake.  Trap  includes  various  rocks  which 
frequently  occur  in  large  tabular  masses  at  different  intervals,  and  thus 
form  a  succesion  of  terraces  or  steps,  such  as  basalt,  greenstone,  and  por- 
phyry.    Th^  famous  Isle  of  Staffa  is  included  in  this  formation. 

The  scenery  of  the  trap  rocks  is  extremely  grand ;  but  they  are  so  rugged 
and  bare  of  soil  and  vegetation,  as  to  be  almost  uninhabitable. 

These  are  the  principal  formations  which  compose  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  It  will  be  seen  that  they  are  all  more  or  less  destitute  of  natural 
resources.  No  better  illustration  could  be  given  of  the  absolute  depend- 
ence of  mankind  upon  these  for  the  means  of  their  subsistence  and  pros- 
perity. 

We  now  come  to  the  Lowland  district.  This  we  shall  find  rich  in  such 
resources. 

Just  below  the  mica  slate  district,  which  forms  the  southern  part  of  the 
Highlands,  and  running  parallel  to  it,  is  a  narrow  slip  of  Silurian  or  clay- 
slate  formation.  This  is  of  no  great  extent  or  importance.  It  forms  part 
of  the  descent  from  the  Highlands. 

Next  to  this  is  another  parallel  belt  of  much  greater  extent,  consisting 
of  old  red  sandstone.  This  formation  is  also  found  in  several  other  parts 
of  the  Lowlands.  It  stretches  across  the  country  from  Dunbar  to  Girvan, 
in  detached  masses,  occupies  a  large  part  of  Berwick  and  Roxburgh,  forms 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  north-eastern  coasts  and  the  Orkney  Isles,  and 
parts  of  the  north-western  coasts  and  the  Shetland  Isles.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  important  formations  in  Scotland.  It  is  generally  level,.though  much 
less  so  than  the  same  formation  in  England.  It  includes  the  plain  of  Cro- 
marty, the  plain  of  Caithness,  and  Strathmore. 

The  plains  of  Cromarty  and  Caithness  are  not  altogether  level,  but  con- 
sist partly  of  rounded  hills  of  slight  elevation,  partly  of  plains  elevated 
from  200  to  300  feet  above  the  sea,  and  partly  of  gentle  slopes  which  sink 
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down  from  these.  The  hills  have  generally  very  little  soil,  and  are  often 
as  bare  as  those  of  the  primary  rocks ;  but  the  plains  are  covered  by  moor- 
lands which  sometimes  afford  good  pasturage,  and  their  slopes  are  highly 
susceptible  of  cultivation,  from  the  depth  of  diluvial  mould  which  they 
possess  and  the  admixture  of  the  ferruginous  sandstone  which  is  disinte- 
grated and  washed  down  from  the  moorlands  and  hills  above.  We  have 
an  apt  instance  of  this  in  Culloden  Moor  and  its  neighbourhood.  The  moor 
slopes  down  to  the  Moray  Frith  on  one  side,  and^  on  the  other,  is 
backed  by  the  heights  from  which  the  people  of  Inverness  are  said  to 
have  beheld  the  memorable  battle  fought  upon  it.  Strathmore  is  one 
continuous  plain,  with  scarcely  any  eminence  to  interrupt  it.  It  contains 
a  good  depth  of  fertile  soil,  and  is  well  watered  by  the  Tay,  the  Earn,  and 
the  North  and  South  Esk.  It  is  the  largest  district  of  level  and  cultivated 
land  in  the  whole  of  Scotland. 

We  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  the  beautiful  and  fertile  little  tract 
called  the  Carse  of  Gowrie,  between  the  Sidlaw  Hills  and  the  Frith  of 
Tay  is  included  in  this  formation.  It  is  only  separated  by  the  hills  just 
mentioned  from  Strathmore,  of  which  it  would  otherwise  form  a  part. 
Like  some  of  the  English  counties  which  are  situated  on  the  same  forma^^ 
tion,  the  Carse  of  Gowrie,  besides  producing  grain  in  abundance,  is  par- 
ticularly famous  for  its  orchards. 

On  the  whole,  then,  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  districts  of  Scotland  are 
well  adapted  to  agriculture,  both  arable  and  pastoral. 

The  mineral  wealth  of  these  districts  is  also  great.  The  sandstone  itself 
is  extensively  quarried  for  building  purposes  ;  and  the  tilestone  and  corn* 
stone  which  are  furnished  by  the  same  formation,  are  very  much  used  for 
paving.  The  principal  quarries  in  which  the  sandstone  is  worked  are  in 
Moray,  near  the  village  of  Burghead.  The  sandstone  obtained  here  is 
considered  the  best  building- stone  of  the  north  of  Scotland,  both  for 
beauty  and  durability.  The  flagstone  quarries  are  the  most  valuable  in  the 
Old  Red  Sandstone  formation  of  Scotland.  The  tilestone  is  quarried  in 
Caithness,  the  cornstone  in  Forfarshire.  The  conglomerate  occurring  in 
this  formation  is  occasionally  used  both  for  building  and  paving.  The 
streets  of  Inverness  are  paved  entirely  with  this  stone,  and  the  houses  and 
castles  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  Beauly  Frith  are  mainly  built  of  it. 
The  limestones  of  the  system  are  applied  occasionally  to  agricultural  pur- 
poses. These  various  stones  are  exported  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  form  important  articles  of  commerce.  The  quarries,  too,  afford  em- 
ployment to  a  large  number  of  workmen. 

With  these  agricultural  and  mineral  resources,  the  Old  Red  Sandstone 
districts  of  Scotland  possess  great  facilities  for  carrying  on  commerce, 
facilities  which  also  depend  upon  the  geology  of  the  districts.  The  slopes 
which  we  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  plains  of  Caithness  and 
Cromarty,  are  more  or  less  common  to  the  whole  of  the  formation  and 
the  valleys  which  separate  these  slopes  form  numerous  inlets  and  bays, 
and  thus;'give  the  district  a  great  extent  of  coast  line,  and  many  valuable 
harbours.  This  is  characteristic  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  as  Mr.  Hugh  Mil. 
ler  has  pointed  out,  in  his  celebrated  little  work  on  that  system.  **  Mark,*' 
says  he,  <*  in  a  map  of  the  north  of  Scotland,  how  closely  friths  and 
estuaries  lie  crowded  together  between  the  counties  of  Sutherland  and 
Inverness.  In  a  line  of  coast  little  more  th^^n  forty  miles  in  extent  there 
occur  four  arms  of  the  sea — the  Friths  of  Cromarty,  Beauly,  and  Dor- 
and  the  Bay  of  Munlochy.    The  Frith  of  Tay  and  the  Basin  of 
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Montrose  are  also  semi- marine  valleys  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone.  Two 
of  the  finest  harbours  in  Britain,  or  the  world,  belong  to  it ;  Milford  Havea 
in  South  Wales,  and  the  Bay  of  Cromarty." 

To  the  work  from  which  we  have  just  quoted  we  must  acknowledge 
our  own  obligations,  and  to  it  we  would  refer  our  readers  for  a  more  de* 
tailed  account  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  of  Scotland. 

In  the  south  of  the  district  of  Old  Red  which  stretches  across  the 
island,  from  Stonehaven  to  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  are  several  masses  of 
trap  rock.  They  form  the  Sidlaw  hills,  the  Ochill  hills,  the  Campsie 
hills,  and  other  smaller  ranges.  We  may  state  here  at  once,  that  these 
rocks  or  granite  break  in  the  same  way  through  all  of  the  formations  ia 
the  Lowlands  of  Scotland. 

The  next  formation  in  order  is  the  Carboniferous.    This  occupies  a 
-wide  belt  of  country  running  from  sea  to  sea,  parallel  to  the  Old  Red 
Sandstone.     It  is  for  the  most  part  low  and  level,  and  constitutes  what  is 
called  the  central  plain  of  Scotland,  or  the  plain  of  Clyde  and  Forth, 
including  Clydesdale  and  the  plain    of  Ayrshire.     This  district  is  not 
remarkable  for  its  fertility.     It  has  some  good  tracts  of  arable  land,  but 
the  greater  portion  of  it  presents  a  bleak  aspect,  and  consists  of  peat- 
bogs many  feet  in  depth.     But  it  is  in  this  part  of  Scotland  that  its 
greatest  mineral  treasures  are  found — the  coal,  iron,  and  limestone,  which 
have  made  it  only  second  to  England  as  a  manufacturing  country.     The 
value  of  these  minerals  to  Scotland,  may  be  seen  from  the  fact,  which  a 
reference  to  Petermann's  Population  Map  will  show,  that  nearly  the  whole 
population  of  the  country  is,  as  it  were,  concentrated  upon  this  forma- 
tion.    Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  Stirling  and  Paisley,  most  of  the  largest 
towns  are  here,  and  the  districts  adjoining  them  are  densely  populous. 
The  coal  treasures  also  contain  two  other  useful  minerals,  sandstone  and 
fire-clay.      All  the  towns  in  the  district  are  built  of  this   sandstone. 
Edinburgh  has  been  dug  out  of  the  quarries  of  Craigleith,  a  little  to  the 
west  of  the  city.  From  the  fire-clay  are  manufactured  fire-bricks  and 
gas-retorts. 

The  trap  rocks  which  rise  up  in  this  formation  form  the  Pentland^ 
Lammermuir,  Lowther,  and  Black  Larg  hills.  Rich  mines  of  lead  are 
worked  in  the  Lowther  Hills. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  Lowland  country,  except  the  border,  is 
composed  of  Silurian  rocks.  This  tract  is  of  an  undulating  character, 
and  the  soil  is  generally  deep  and  fertile.  The  only  mineral  of  impor- 
tance is  the  slate,  which  is  used  for  roofing. 

The  slight  elevations  which  rise  in  this  district  are  composed  of  granite. 
The  Scotch  border  is  a  continuation  of  the  Carboniferous  limestone  of 
the  north  of  England.  The  Cheviots  consist  of  Carboniferous  limestone^ 
towards  the  west ;  but  in  their  eastern  and  more  elevated  parts  they  are 
Composed  of  a  mass  of  porphyry,  like  the  other  masses  of  trap,  which, 
as  we  have  seen,  are  the  principal  elerations  in  the  south  of  Scotland. 
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A  HINT  ON  MORAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

Most  of  our  readers  in  the  course  of  their  occupations  not  unfrequently 
meet  with  the  term  Moral  Philosophy,  and  sometimes  with  Ethics,  or 
Ethical  Science,  and  Metaphysics.  About  the  meaoing  of  these  terms, 
when  met  with,  a  great  deal  of  vagueness  will  be  found  to  prevail  in  the 
minds  of  some.  It  will  not  be  out  of  place  therefore  to  give  briefly  some 
account  of  what  these  terms,  are  intended  to  convey,  and  with  what  8ub< 
jects  treatises  bearing  such  titles  profess  to  deal.  Moral  Philosophy, 
Ethics,  and  Metaphysics,  have  in  point  of  fact  all  the  same  signification, 
their  origin — that  is,  their  etymology — only  being  different.  They  se- 
verally mean  the  science  or  philosophy  of  the  human  mind,  or  an  inquiry 
into  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers  of  man.  We  think  the  accom- 
panying scheme  is  likely  to  put  the  subject  in  a  clear  point  of  view ;  and 
might  at  all  events  be  profitably  turned  to  account  with  the  more  advanced 
pupils  in  any  school. 

MORAL  PHILOSOPHY.— ETHICS. — METAPHYSICS. — THE  SCIENCE  OP  MIND. 

Its  three  great  divisions  are,   (A)  Intellectual  Powers. 

(B)  Active  and  Moral  Powers. 

(C)  Man  as  a  member  of  a  Political  Body. 

(A)  Intellectual  powers  are,  (B)  Active  Powers  are, 

,  1.  Consciousness.  1.  Appetites. 

2.  Perception.  /'Knowledge. 

3.  Attention.  Defiires  of  J  Society. 

4.  Conception.  2.  Uesures  ol  <  Esteem. 

5.  Abstraction.  (^ Power. 

6.  Association  of  Ideas.  3.  Affections. 

7.  Memory.  4.  Self-love. 

8.  Imagination.  The  Moral  Powers  are, 

9*  Judgment  and  Reasoning.  The  Moral  Faculty*  or. 

The  Conscience  (Butler),  that  is. 
The  Perception  of  Right  and 
Wrong. 

Duties  springing  from  which  are» 

1.  Duty  to  God. 

2.  Duty  to  our  neighbour. 

3.  Duty  to  ourselves. 

If  national  schoolmasters  would  keep  this  little  sketch  before  them, 
they  would  be  able  to  understand  more  thoroughly  some  of  their  reading; 
and  if  it  were  given  to  the  more  advanced  boys  in  classical  schools,  and  a 
few  minutes'  talk  added  to  it,  they  would  be  better  able  to  understand 
Aristotle,  Plato,  Cicero,  and  parts  of  Xenophon  also.  To  the  scheme  it- 
self it  should  be  added  that  when  we  hear  of  man's  faculties  as  divisible 
into  the  Understanding  and  the  Will,  the  former  comprehends  those  nine 
ipowers  which  are  here  marked  (A),  and  the  latter  those  that  fall  under  the 
letter  (B).  The  principal  writers,  who  have  treated  upon  some  or  all  of 
these  topics,  are,  of  Greeks,  Plato  (in  a  sense)  and  Aristotle  ;  of  French- 
men, Leibnitz  and  Descartes;  of  Englishmen,  Bacon,  Locke,  Bishop 
Berkeley,  Butler,  Hobbes,  and  Paley ;  of  Scotchmen,  Hume,  Reid, 
Brown,  and  Stewart.  The  author  of  the  present  day  most  distinguished 
for  disquisitions  of  this  nature  is  Professor  Whewell,  the  master  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge. 

Among  the  opinions  of  these  distinguished  men  the  widest  difference 
that  has  been  found  to  prevaU  is  on  tbe  subject  which  in  the  sketch  is 
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termed  the  Moral  Faculty,  or,  as  Butler  has  called  it  in  his  famous 
**  Three  Sermons,"  the  Conscience,  or,  as  it  is  designated  in  other  authors, 
the  Moral  Sense.  Hobbes,  Locke,  and  afterwards  Paley,  maintained 
that  we  have  no  innate  ideas,  that  is,  no  ideas  born  with  us,  and  that 
therefore  our  notions  of  right  and  wrong  arise  from,  or  are  acquired  by 
education  and  reasoning  only.  The  majority  of  thinking  men,  however, 
and  truth  itself,  seem  to  be  opposed  to  Locke  in  this  matter ;  and  such 
men  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  stated  with  more  or  less  of  explicitness, 
•that  men  are  endowed  with  moral  faculties  which  '*  carry  along  with  them 
the  most  evident  badges  of  authority,  which  denote  that  they  were  set  up 
within  us  to  be  the  supreme  arbiters  of  all  our  actions,  to  superintend  all 
our  senses,  passions,  and  appetites,  and  to  judge  how  far  each  of  them  was 
to  be  indulged  or  restrained." 


j^ottces  of  )B0oft0. 


THE   REPUfiLIC   OF   PLATO.      TRANSLATED  INTO   ENGLISH   BY   J.    L.    DAVIE8 

AND  D.  J.  VAUGHAN.     (Cambridge:  Macmillan  and  Co.) 

Translations  of  classical  authors  are  of  two  kinds  :  they  are  either  in- 
tended merely  to  assist  the  classical  scholar,  who  from  various  causes  may 
require  such  help — in  which  case  they  should  be  strictly  literal,  lest  they 
should  lead  him  into  grammatical  errors,  and  so  promote  inaccuracy  ;  or 
else  they  are  meant  for  a  somewhat  different  class  of  readers,  those  who 
possess  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  language  in  which  the  great  efforts  of 
antiquity  lie  enshrined,  and  yet  would  be  glad,  through  the  medium  of  a 
translation^  to  become  acquainted  with  some  of  the  noblest  productions  of 
the  human  mind.  For  this  class  of  readers  this  work  is  more  especially  in- 
tended. Consequently,  the  rendering  has  not  been  strictly  literal ;  but  is  so 
arranged,  by  the  breaking  up  of  long  sentences  and  other  similar  artifices, 
as  to  suit  an  English  ear.  We  have  compared  the  translation  with  the  ori- 
ginal somewhat  carefully,  and  can  award  high  praise  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
treme accuracy.  There  are,  indeed,  one  or  two  very  minor  points  we 
should  like  to  have  seen  somewhat  different,  for  instance,  in  p.  366  £, 
kv  \lioiQ  \6yoiQ  is  scarcely  well  rendered  by  '*  private  conversation  ;" 
it  should  rather  have  been  '^  poetical  or  non-poetical  compositions,*'  inas- 
much as  ilioQ  merely  represents  the  negative  of  the  preceding  word 
poetry,  just  like  ovte  larpog  ovre  eSiwrtyc  in  Thucydides.  In  p.  574 
D,  we  are  sorry  that  the  reading  introduced  by  Bekker,  ras  SUaiac 
voiovfievag^  has  been  adopted;  these  words  can  hardly  mean,  as  they 
are  here  rendered,  '*  opinions  in  common  estimation  just;"  the  common 
reading  rag  ^Uag  iroiovfjLevag^  in  the  sense  of  '*  sitting  in  judgment  on,'*  is 
far  more  in  accordance  with  Greek  phraseology,  and  should  have  been  re- 
tained. But  these  are  minor  points,  and  do  not  affect  much  the  value  of 
the  translation  as  eminently  scholarlike  and  truthful.  There  is  a  good  in- 
troduction prefixed,  to  explain  to  the  unlearned  reader  some  of  the  points 
in  the  Platonic  theory  which  are  sometimes  misrepresented,  or  at  least 
misunderstood,  such  as  the  nature  of  dialectics,  idea?,  &c.  We  recom- 
mend this  volume  to  the  attention  of  those  who  would  gladly  learn  some- 
thing of  the  great  founder  of  the  academy  :  they  cannot  indeed  thereby 
delight  themselves  with  the  matchless  beauty  and  elegance  of  the  original 
treatise,  its  purity  of  diction,  and  its  mellifluous  language ;  these  cannot 
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be  reflected  in  any  translation,  but  they  will  gain  an  insight  into  the  true 
nobility  of  his  sentiments,  the  grandeur  of  his  ideas,  and  the  gorgeousness 
of  his  descriptions,  and>  more  than  this,  they  may  hope  to  rise  from  its 
perusal  with  a  mind  strengthened  to  resist  the  philosophic  scepticism  of 
the  present  day. 


BE6AL   ROME  :    AN  INTRODUCTIOK  TO   ROMAN  HISTORY.      BY  F.  W.   NEW- 
MAN.    (London  :   Taylor^  Walton^  ^  Maberly,) 

LECTURES  ON  ANCIENT  HISTORY,  FROM  THE  EARLIEST  TIMES  TO  THE  TAK- 
ING OF  ALEXANDRIA.  BY  B.  6.  NIEBUHR.  TRANSLATED,  WITH  ADDI- 
TIONS, BY  DR.  L.  scHMiTz.  (London  :  Taylor^  Walton^  8f  Maberly,) 
In  the  last  half  century  history  has  been  revolutionised  :  in  this  respect 
at  leasty  if  not  in  others,  we  are  better  informed  than  our  fathers.  They 
were  contented  to  receive  as  authentic  the  legends  of  Rome^  with  her 
seven  elective  kings,  for  a  period  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  et  quicquid 
GrcBcia  mendax  audet  in  historid.  But  we  have  wisely  disbelieved,  and^ 
seeing  the  vanity  and  untruthfulness  of  Roman  historians,  have  declined 
to  give  a  credulous  assent  to  their  narratives.  Niebuhr,  the  great  German 
writer,  led  the  van  in  the  attack  upon  the  legendary  history  of  the  vaunt- 
ing mistress  of  the  earth,  and  with  penetration  the  roost  admirable  and 
shrewdness  the  most  astonishing,  rent  asunder  the  veil  of  romance  which 
for  ages  had  obscured  the  annals  of  early  Rome,  and  for  ever  demolished 
belief  in  her  garbled  records.  But  the  first  pioneers  in  a  great  and  strange 
movement  occupy  less  advantageous  ground  than  their  successors.  Be- 
sides that,  new  sources  of  knowledge  are  continually  opening,  and  new 
ground  being  occupied^  so  that  we  stand,  as  it  were,  upon  the  shoulders 
of  those  who  have  gone  before  us.  Men,  when  great  discoveries  are 
made^  are  inclined  to  go  too  far,  and  occasionally  to  reason  inconclusirely 
and  hastily.  Greatly  as  we  are  indebted  to  Niebuhr's  researches,  we  can- 
not always  accept  his  results;  and  Mr.  Newman,  feeling  this,  as  he 
observes  in  his  preface,  determined  to  publish  the  present  volume,  and 
attempt  to  reconstruct  the  early  history  of  Rome  under  the  kings.  He 
divides  the  book  into  three  parts,  whereof  Part  I.  is  entitled  Aiban  Rome. 
In  this  we  have  dissertations  upon  the  old  races  of  Italy  and  the  Latin 
tongue :  this,  the  author  endeavours  to  prove,  and  successfully,  to  have 
been  in  close  affinity  with  the  Keltic  languages,  and  to  have  been  more 
or  less  compounded  of  the  Umbrian,  Greek,  and  Sabine.  He  then  gfives 
his  view  of  the  colonisation  of  Rome  by  emigrants  from  Alba,  making  the 
name  of  Romulus  a  gathering  up  into  one  of  the  kings  or  captains  who 
exercised  government  there.  Part  II.  contains  the  history  of  Sabine  Rome. 
In  the  author's  view,  the  Sabines  took  by  storm  the  dtadel  of  Rome, 
united  with  the  city,  and  gave  it  an  entirely  new  stamp,  from  Sabine  reli- 
gion and  political  institutions ;  from  whence  we  may  infer  that  Rome  was^ 
virtually  conquered  by  them.  The  Sabino-Roman  kings  were  probably 
far  more  numerous  than  the  three  names,  Numa,  Tullus,  Ancns,  which 
alone  have  been  preserved  by  tradition.  With  the  views  of  Mr.  Newman 
on  the  king,  senate,  and  patricians,  under  the  Sabine  period,  wherein  he 
differs  from  Niebuhr  widely,  we  are  not  quite  prepared  to  agree.  He  con- 
siders the  king  to  have  summoned  to  his  senate  whomsoever  be  pleased, 
as  an  English  sovereign  calls  a.  subject  at  will  to  the  house  of  peers ; 
whereas  Niebuhr's  theory  is,  that  the  old  Roman  senate  was  elected  by 
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'iries^  or  tlie  iKMises.   Nor,  again,  are  we  convinced  by  his  arguments 
'•tifying  the  plebs  and  clientes.     Part  III.  is  devoted  to  the  con- 
n  of  the  Etrusco- Latin  period  of  Rome's  early  history.    This 
us  the  most  ably  written  portion  of  the  book.     Following  the 
he  usual  story  of  Tarquin,  he  accounts,  in  a  very  probable 
^r  his  successful  tenure  of  power,  by  his  favour  towards  the  old 
.ement,  which  had  been  kept  under  by  the  more  recent  Sabine 
aly.    The  great  clans  of  Sabine  blood  he  believes,  in  despair  at  their 
uning  influence,  to  have  offered  violence  to  their  king.     Mr.  Newman's 
remarks  on  the  Servian  laws,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  second  Tarquin,  are 
very  lucid,  and  carry  with  them  strong  evidence  in  their  favour.   We  thus 
see  how  far,  in  the  author's  opinion,  the  early  history  of  Rome  may  be 
reconstructed.     He  agrees  to  some  considerable  extent,  and  in  broad  out- 
line, with  the  accounts  usually  current  among  the  Romans  themselves ; 
and  the  picture  he  attempts,  as  far  as  possible,  to  fill  in  consistently.     He 
has  endeavoured  to  rebuild,  in  an  amended  form,  the  structure  which 
Niebuhr,  as  it  once  stood,  found  it  necessary  to  demolish.     Without 
agreeing  with  Mr.  Newman  in  every  particular,  we  commend  the  volume 
as  a  clever  production,  most  valuable  for  the  suggestions  it  offers  through- 
out, and  as  replete  with  sober  inquiry  and  thoughtful  investigation. 

The  second  of  the  works,  the  titles  of  which  stands  at  the  head  of  our 
notices^  is  of  a  more  comprehensive  character.  It  comprises  lectures  on 
the  history,  from  the  very  earliest  periods  of  the  ancient  world,  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  Rome,  down  to  the  time  when  all  the  other  nations  of 
antiquity  were  absorbed  in  her  empire.  These  lectures  were  delivered  by 
Niebuhr  in  the  University  of  Bonn  in  1829  and  1830 ;  and,  from  the  notes 
taken  down  during  their  delivery  in  the  lecture-room,  the  present  work 
has  been  compiled.  Additions  occasionally  have  been  made  from  a  course 
of  similar  lectures  delivered  by  the  same  great  historian  four  or  five  years 
jMreviously.  He  follows  the  plan  adopted  by  Trog-us  Pompeius  and  Justin, 
and  employs,  as  he  informs  us  in  his  first  lecture,  the  philological  arrange- 
ment. "We  shall  entirely,"  he  says,  **  put  out  of  sight  the  history  of 
those  nations  which  stand  in  scarcely  any  connection  with  classical  anti« 
quity,  such  as  the  Chinese,  and  Indians  beyond  the  Ganges.  Whatever 
may  have  happened  among  them,  and  however  valuable  the  knowledge  of 
it  may  be,  it  forms  no  part  of  our  plan,  the  kernel  of  which  is  the  history 
of  Greece  and  Rome.*'  He  begins,  then,  with  the  Assyrians,  Babylon,  and 
Nineveh ;  and,  after  Egypt  and  Phoenicia,  he  proceeds  to  Asia  Minor,  and, 
by  skilfully  inserted  episodes,  treats  of  the  Persian  empire  and  nations 
connected  with  it.  This  leads  to  Greece,  which  is  discussed  most  instruc- 
tively and  ably.  This  occupies  the  latter  half  of  the  first,  and  the  whole 
of  the  second  volume.  In  the  third,  the  later  history  of  Greece  is  given, 
with  episodic  notices  of  the  Pyrrhic  war,  of  Carthage,  Sicily,  and  Syria. 
Thus,  by  means  of  skilfully  arranged  episodes,  the  whole  history  is  woven 
together.  Before  entering  on  each  department,  remarks  are  made  on  the 
value  of  the  historians  from  whom  our  accounts  are  received.  In  the 
earlier  part  of  the  work  the  style  is  brief,  but  graphic,  and  most  valuable 
suggestions  are  perpetually  beirig  thrown  out;  points,  long  received  as 
matters  of  course,  are  rectified,  and  placed  in  their  proper  light.  In  the 
case  of  Assyria  and  Egypt,  great  discoveries  have  been  made  since  Nie- 
buhr's  time  by  Layard  and  others ;  but  we  are  thereby  enabled  the  more 
to  appreciate  the  ingenuity  and  learning  of  one  who  was  able  to  foresee 
and  anticipate  so  much  which  to  us  is  ascertained  truth.    The  author's 
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immense  learning  and  extraordinary  skill  in  criticism  unite  to  render  these 
lectures  on  ancient  history,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instructive 
works  we  have  read.  Notwithstanding  that  some  of  his  references  and 
conclusions  may  not  be  corroborated  by  subsequent  researches,  yet  on  the 
whole  they  are  extraordinary  efforts  of  learning. 


THE   EMPHATIC    NEW   TESTAMENT.      BY   JOHN   TAYLOR.      (Loudou  : 

Taylor,  Walton,  and  Maherly,) 

On  reading  the  title  of  this  book  we  were  considerably  puzzled—*''  The 
Emphatic  Testament/'  what  did  this  mean  ?  had  the  learned  author  dis- 
covered new  manuscripts,  or  new  versions,  to  Revolutionize  the  received 
text,  so  that  henceforward  this  edition  should  for  all  time  to  come  be 
emphatically  the  New  Testament?  In  great  curiosity,  therefore,  we 
opened  its  pages ;  and  the  first  sentence  we  lighted  on  was  this :  that  "  a 
Greek  pronoun,  when  it  is  the  nominative  case  to  a  verb,  will  have  its 
^corresponding  English  in  black  letters."  We  felt  relieved;  for  this 
appeared  at  least  a  harmless  proceeding.  A  pronoun,  when  expressed, 
certainly  is  usually  intended  to  convey  some  kind  of  emphasis,  and  there 
seemed  no  objection,  perhaps,  even,  it  might  be  desirable,  to  notice  this 
in  a  translation.  The  object  of  the  work,  then,  is  this:  to  convey 'to  an 
English  reader  an  exact  idea  of  the  various  degrees  of  emphasis  effected 
in  the  Greek  text  by  the  positions  of  various  words  in  the  sentences. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  generally  desirable  to  reproduce,  in  a 
translation,  the  emphasis  existing  in  the  original  text :  there  can  be  still 
less  doubt,  we  think,  that  Mr.  Taylor's  book  has  produced  a  vast  deal 
more  emphasis  in  his  book  than  ever  did  exist  in  the  Greek.  For  instance, 
the  first  rule,  given  in  the  preliminary  dissertation  on  the  conversion  of 
Greek  emphasis  into  English  equivalents,  is  this :  "  the  Greek  article, 
before  a  substantive,  requires  the  English  substantive  to  be  put  in  small 
x:apitals,  so  that  Matt.  i.  18  must  be  printed  thus :  "  When,  as  his  mother 
Mary  was  espoused  to  joseph»"  Now,  we  ask,  how  else  could  this  have 
been  put?  Why  should  it  be  necessary  to  emphasize  the  word  mother? 
Jesus  had  just  been  mentioned ;  and,  on  allusion  being  made  to  his 
mother,  the  word  naturally  takes  the  article  on  the  principle  generally 
recognised,  and  which  we  hold  to  be  mainly  correct,  that  the  use  of  the 
article  converts  the  general  into  the  particular,  and  the  undistinguished 
•into  the  distinguished.  This  principle  will  generally  furnish  an  explana- 
tion of  the  presence  or  absence  of  an  article ;  why  proper  names,  for 
instance,  generally  have  it  on  second  mention,  and  not  on  the  first,  and 
unless  the  person  be  to  some  extent  notoriously  well  known.  But  the 
emphatic  theory  leads  to  great  difficulties.  For  instance,  2  Cor.  iii.  17, 
■I>  Se  Kvpioc  TO  nyevfia  eari,  on  which  Mr.  Taylor  observes,  that  if  we  are  con- 
tent to  adopt  his  view,  and  render  it  the  Lord  is  a  spirit  (with  a  strong 
emphasis  on  the  word  spirit),  no  difficulty  remains.  Perhaps  not ;  but 
few,  we  venture  to  assert,  will  be  content  to  remove  the  original  difficulty 
by  this  summary  doctrine  of  emphasis.  At  times,  and  in  certain  combi- 
nations, it  looks  specious ;  but,  when  thus  nakedly  asserted,  refutes  itself. 
And  moreover,  this  emphatic  doctrine  of  the  article  leaves,  as  far  as  we 
4inderstand  the  matter,  entirely  unexplained  the  evident  relation  of  the 
article  to  the  relatives  and  pronouns.  These  are  constantly  used  inter- 
'Changeably ;  how  could  they  be,  if  the  article  is  merely  a  form  of  em- 
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phasis  ?  Let  any  one  read  over  half  a  dozen  verses  of  any  chapter  in  this 
edition,  and  he  will  find  words  that  ought  to  be  emphatic  witliout  the 
article,  and  vice  versd.  We  think,  therefore,  that  he  will  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  theory  is  unsound,  and  the  book  hardly  deserving  of 
the  authority  with  which  the  author  would  invest  it. 


GENERAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CANDIDATES  FOR 
CERTIFICATES  OF  MERIT. 

Eastbb,  1852. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Section  I.— Draw  an  accurate  outline  map  of— 

1.  The  county  in  which  yoDr  school  is  situated,  entering  in  it  the  names  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns,  hills,  and  watersheds. 

2.  Scotland,  or 

3.  British  India. 

Section  II. — Describe  accurately  the  boundaries,  divisioni,  popnlatioui  and  eharae* 
teristic  physical  features  of-» 

Ireland,  or 
France. 

Section  III.— 1.  Describe  the  position  of  as  many  remarkable  historical  sites  in 
England  as  you  can  recollect,  stating  for  what  each  is  famous. 

2.  Trace  the  course  of  the  Danube,  or  the  Rhine,  giving  an  account  of  the  principal 
cities  situated  on  its  banks. 

3.  Describe  the  direction,  eleyation*  and  general  features  of  the  mountain  ranges  in 
Europe. 

Section  IY. — 1.  Describe,  precisely,  the  situation  of  Archangel — Heligoland- 
Donegal — Sedgemoor — The  Naze — Odessa — Cadiz — ^Trinidad — Lima— Manilla. 

2.  From  what  countries  do  the  following  productions  come, — Arrow  Root,  Cochineal, 
Currants,  Gamboge,  Sponge,  Mercury,  Indigo  ? 

3.  What  articles  are  imported  from  Russia,  France,  Italy,  the  Birman  Empire,  Turkey 
in  Asia,  Algiers,  and  Brazil  ?  What  do  these  importations  indicate  as  to  the  physical 
condition  or  industrial  habits  and  civilization  of  those  countries  ? 

Section  V. — Write  out  the  Notes  of  a  Lesson  on — 

1.  The  causes  of  Day  and  Night. 

2.  The  causes  of  the  Seasons. 

3.  The  use  of  a  Terrestrial  Globe  (mentioning  its  principal  parts)  on  first  introducing 
one  into  your  school. 

CATECHISM,  LITURGY,  AND  CHURCH  HISTORY. 

Section  I. — 1.  Give,  in  the  words  of  Holy  Scripture,  the  institution  of  the  Sacra- 
ments of  Baptism  and  the  Lord*s  Supper ;  and  mention  the  time  at  which  they  were 
ordained. 

2.  Write  out,  with  Scripture  proofs,  the  twenty-fifth  article  "  of  the  Sacraments,'^ 
and  also  the  definitions  of  a  Sacrament  from  the  Church  Catechism. 

3.  Explain  the  custom  among  the  Jews  previous  to  the  time  of  Jesus  Christ,  respect- 
ing the  admission  of  infants,  male  and  female,  into  covenant' with  God;  and  give  proofs 
why  '*  the  Baptism  of  young  children  is  in  anywise  to  be  retained  in  the  Church  as  most 
agreeable  with  the  institution  of  Christ.'' 

Section  II.— 1.  Show  in  parallel  columns  the  explanation  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  as 
given  in  the  Church  Catechism,  and  the  words  of  the  prayer  itself;  and  state  why  the 
Lord's  Prayer  is  so  well  placed  at  that  particular  part  of  the  Church  Catechism. 

2.  Show  the  connection  between  the  first  four  commandments,  and  explain  (as  in  a 
gallery  lesson)  how  they  teach  us  the  several  parts  of  our  duty  towards  God. 

3.  What  do  you  learn  in  the  Articles  of  your  Belief  ?  Prove  your  reply  from  Holy 
Scripture;  and  from  the  same  authority  show  that  **  the  Father  is  God,  the  Son  is  God, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  is  God ;  and  yet  they  are  not  three  Gods,  but  one  God." 
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Section  III. — 1.  Refer  to  passages  in  Holy  Scripture  which  explain  the  extension 
of  the  Christian  Church  to  the  Gentiles  as  well  as  to  the  Jews,  and  show  what  were  the 
opinions  of  the  Apostles  upon  the  subject. 

2.  Describe  accurately  from  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  the  particular  events  which 
occurred  during  the  visits  of  the  Apostle  St.  Paul  at  Jerusalem  and  Athens.  Why  are 
these  two  places  entitled  to  especial  consideration  as  regards  the  spread  of  Christianity 
at  that  time  ? 

3.  Give  some  account  of  the  mission  of  St.  Augustine  to  this  country,  naming  the 
time,  the  cause  of  his  coming,  and  the  extent  of  success  with  which  the  mission  was 
^blessed. 

Section  IV. — 1.  Write  a  short  and  concise  account  of  the  life  and  times  of  Wickliff. 

2.  Give  briefly  the  leading  events  in  the  Reformation  of  the  Church  in  England ;  and 
show  in  what  manner  it  differed  from  the  Reformation  upon  the  continent  of  Europe. 

3.  Name,  in  order,  the  times  at  which  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  has  been  revised, 
and  the  causes  which  have  led  to  these  various  revisions.  State  also  the  particulars 
respecting  the  first  drawing  up  and  final  arrangement  of  the  "  Articles  of  Religion.-' 

HOLY  SCRIPTURES. 

Section  I. — 1.  Give  a  clear  account  of  the  contents  of  the  First  Book  of  Samuel. 

2.  Name  the  occasions  on  which  the  prayers  of  Princes  are  recorded  in  the  Books  of 
Kings  and  Chronicles,  and  state  the  purport  of  the  most  remarkable  of  these  prayers. 

3.  Quote  passages  from  the  Proverbs  referring  to  evil  habits^  and  illustrate  them  by 
i  examples  from  the  Historical  Books  of  Holy  Writ. 

Section  II. — ].  Quote  and  explain  briefly  the  Prophecies  referring  to  our  Lord  in 
-  the  Books  of  Numbers,  Deuteronomy,  Micah,  and  Zacariah. 

2.  In  whose  reigns  did  the  Prophet  Jeremiah  flourish  ?  Quote  those  passages  in  his 
Book  which  refer  to  the  Babylonish  Captivity,  and  to  the  character  of  the  Gospel  Dis- 
pensation. 

3.  What  Heathen  Nations  are  the  subjects  of  Prophecy  in  the  writings  of  Isaiah  ? 
Show  the  fulfilment  of  the  most  remarkable  of  these  Prophecies. 

Section  III. — Prepare  the  Sketch  of  a  Lesson  on  one  of  these  subjects — 

1.  The  character  of  our  Lord  as  illustrated  by  His  latest  Miracles. 

2.  The  life  and  character  of  Barnabas. 

3.  The  character  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 

Section  IV. — 1.  Give  an  account  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Gospel  was 
first  preached  at  Samaria,  Antioch,  Lystra,  Corinth,  and  Ephesus. 

2.  What  discourses  of  St.  Paul  are  given  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  ?  State  the  pur- 
port and  effect  of  one  of  these  discourses. 

Section  V. — 1.  Quote  and  explain  clearly  the  principal  texts  on  the  redemption  of 
man  and  justification. 

2.  What  points  are  discussed  in  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Galatians  and  Thessa- 
lonians  ? 

3.  Give  an  account  of  the  First  Epistle  of  St.  Peter,  and  quote  passages  from  that 
Epistle  which  refer  to  relative  duties. 


Co  Con'ei$ponl)rrutiEf. 


No  25  of  the  Journal,  for  January,  1849,  is  now  reprinted  and  may  be  had  to  com. 
plete  sets. 

We  arc  obliged  to  defer  our  mathematical  correspondence  till  next  month. 
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Swift  speaks,  we  think  in  one  of  his  letters^  concerning  certain  young 
men  of  whom  there  is  hope  for  the  future,  because  they  pay  some  regard 
to  the  past ;  at  least,  if  these  are  not  his  exact  words,  this  is  his  drift.  Of 
a  certain  kind  of  antiquarian  research  and  curiosity  about  the  great  men 
of  time  past  there  is  perhaps  no  lack  in  the  present  day,  coexisting  very 
often  with  a  lamentable  amount  of  ignorance  of  all  that  has  made  the  ob- 
jects of  this  curiosity  really  illustrious.  Details,  which  have  scarcely  any 
conceivable  connection  with  the  mental  history  of  some  of  our  literary 
heroes,  are  sought  out  with  an  inquisitiveness  strongly  resembling  that  of 
a  village  post-office,  to  the  neglect  of  what  deserves  to  be  of  greater 
weight.  An  article  in  a  good  review  or  magazine,  scraping  together  the 
merest  minutiee  in  the  life  of  a  genius,  will  be  industriously  read  by  those 
who  know  literally  next  to  nothing  of  his  works.  It  may  be  very  well  to 
know  the  date  of  a  roan's  birth  to  a  day,  what  houses  he  occupied,  and,  if 
the  reader  likes  it,  who  was  his  tailor;  but  such  information  pre-supposes, 
or  ought  to  pre-suppose,  some  acquaintance  with  the  man  himself.  Gossip 
about  the  accidents  of  the  country  life  of  a  person  of  importance  is  a  poor 
atonement  or  apology  for  knowing  nothing  whatever  of  him  officially,  or 
at  head  quarters.  Really  and  truly,  the  sources  from  wluch  a  great 
writer  gained  his  inspiration,  or  hints  for  his  work,  is  a  matter  of  more  in- 
trinsic importance  than  his  ancestry ;  and,  as  far  as  other  writers  have 
been  indebted  to  him,  it  is  better  worth  inquiring  who  have  been  the 
worthy  heirs  of  his  mind,  than,  perhaps,  the  unworthy  ones  of  his  blood. 
Yet  the  class  of  notes  and  illustrations  most  in  fashion  in  the  present  day 
run  in  the  less  important  channel. 

Also,  there  is  much  general  talking  about  the  names  of  great  authors  of 
England ;  nothing  shows  the  shallowness  and  holiowness  of  this  more,  in 
our  general  literature,  than  the  frequent  repetition  of  what  these  authors 
have  said  in  far  better  words,  without  acknowledgment  (because  evidently 
without  know]edge)of  the  pre-occupation  of  the  idea,and  the  deficiency  of  all 
particular  reference  to  them,  often  when  such  reference  would  be  most 
opportune.  Men  talk  of  those  who  can  never  die,  as  of  the  dead  :  a  men- 
tion of  their  names,  ostentatious  or  reverential,  in  sham  familiarity,  is  to 
supply  the  lack  of  actual  intercourse.  Those  lofty  names  will  not  be 
wiped  out  and  abolished,  or  our  consciences  would  leave  us  quite  in  peace 
to  the  hundred  and  fiftieth  pamphlet  on  the  Gorham  controversy.  How 
racy  and  delightful  that  essay  on  Bacon  in  the  Edinburgh  !  Bacon  him- 
self, however,  with  his  faded  old-fashioned  binding,  is  left  quite  at  rest  in 
the  paternal  bookcase.  Caw,  Caw,  Macaw,  Macaw,  the  sound  in  our 
ears  of  the  two  first  syllables  of  the  name  of  our  great  modern  historian, 
reminds  us  of  certain  plumed  bipeds  :  Clarendon  and  Hume  are  sadly  at 
a  discount,  but  of  course  everybody  reads  Macaulay.  There  is  no  wish 
here  to  decry  modern  authors  of  merit ;  the  time  is  over  for  such  treatises 
as  the  "  Battle  of  the  Books,"  or  the  *«Companson  of  Ancient  and  Mo- 
dern Learning,"  only  one  would  not  have  the  majority  or  the  reading 
public  turn  away  quite  so  much  from  those  who  have  made  sure  of  their 
immortality. 

The  public  used  to  think  a  good  deal  about  a  classical  scholar,  and  in 
spite  of  some  change  in  this  respect  do  think  still  more  of  him  than  they 
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care  to  acknowledge ;  now  we  are  sufficiently  initiated  in  these  matters  to 
be  able  to  say  that  a  good  English  scholar  is  a  far  rarer  article.  You  may 
find  twenty,  nay  fifty,  men  who  have  a  dozen  of  the  greatest  authors  of 
Greece  and  Rome  at  their  fingers'  ends,  where  you  find  one  who  is  really 
familiar  with  even  six  of  the  writers  who  have  conferred  intellectual  honour 
on  England.  There  is  a  good  hint  and  a  good  opening  here  for  those  who 
care  to  avail  themselves  of  it*  Tlie  utilitarians  and  humourists,  and  those 
who  decry  classical  studies  as  a  matter  of  envy,  are  as  a  body  just  as  igno« 
rant  of  the  high  literature  of  our  country  as  those  are  against  whom  they 
inveigh,  and  their  contempt  is  doubly  contemptible.  It  is  very  well  that 
there  are  motives  for  studying  the  classics,  even  though  those  motives  may 
be  as  much  of  trade  as  of  taste ;  that  the  seven  hills  of  Rome  are  spotted 
over  with  comfortable  country  parsonage-houses,  with  accommodation  for 
pupils  at  150Z.,  and  that  a  cathedral  is  occasionally  seen  to  peer  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Parthenon.  We  are  far  from  wishing  to  see  studies  so 
intrinsically  useful  fall  in  any  degree  into  disrepute ;  but  proudly  to  bring 
forward  a  Milton  against  other  nations  as  the  epic  hero  of  England,  and  to 
know  far  less  about  him  than  about  Homer  and  Virgil,  has  in  it  something 
absurd.  To  pretend  to  read  Demosthenes  and  Cicero  as  matteiis  of  laMe, 
to  take  a  great  interest  in  the  events  of  their  respective  eras,  and  to  rest  4ti 
contented  ignorance  of  the  writings  of  Burke,  is  surely  strange.  Not  to 
dwell  at  length  upon  the  claims  of  our  other  great  writers,  how  much  of 
the  interest  of  a  most  interesting  passage  of  time  is  connected  inseparably 
with  his  name.  The  four  quarters  of  the  world  may  be  said,  without  any 
figure  of  exagfgeration,  to  have  listened  to  his  voice.  Asia  listened,  whilst 
he  scourged  with  sharp  and  burning  words  the  remorseless  instrument  of  a 
monopoly  :  Africa  listened,  whilst  he  concerted  a  code,  if  not  to  enfranchise 
her  children,  at  least  to  improve  and  civilize  them.  The  genius  of  America 
paused  for  the  result  of  his  last  appeal  to  justice  and  to  reason  before  she 
planted  her  foot  stedfastly  forward  and  let  her  banner  stream  down  the 
western  wind.  Europe,  even  by  the  confession  of  his  adversaries,  owed 
more  to  him  than  to  any  other  roan  for  turning  the  tide  of  revolutionary 
opinion,  as,  greater  than  Canute,  he  stayed  (to  use  his  own  words)  that 
overwhelming  "  tenth  wave  of  anarchy  which  came  rolling  from  the  Gallic 
shore."  He  retired  to  his  farm  at  Beaconsfield,  great  in  his  retreat, 
greater  than  Cincinnatus— a  patriot  of  the  world.  As  large  an  audience 
may  have  listened  with  the  ear  of  obedience  to  a  Charles,  a  Philip,  or  a 
Victoria ;  probably  never  so  large  an  audience  ever  listened  with  the  ear  of 
reason  to  a  single  man.  But  Cicero  and  Demosthenes!  taste!  education 
of  a  gentleman,  &c.  &c.  We  know  that  there  is  a  great  deal  to  divert, 
every  wind  brings  in  its  traveller  with  his  notes ;  with  every  rising  sun  we 
find  recorded  changes  in  the  posture  of  affairs  full  of  interest  to  us ;  at  least 
with  every  new  moon  there  is  some  important  discovery  in  mechanism  or 
science;  there  remains,  nevertheless,  a  body  of  standard  national  litera- 
ture, of  which  perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  it  is  discreditable  for 
an  English  gentleman  to  be  ignorant,  as,  on  the  other  hand,  a  reference  to 
it  is  always  respectable.  Let  it  be  further  added,  that,  till  some  knowledge 
at  least  of  this  has  been  gained,  it  is  vagrant  and  frivolous  to  be  reading, 
and  affecting  to  read,  a  host  of  French  or  German  writers,  whose  merit  is  in 
no  respect  greater  than  that  of  the  native  authors  whom  we  are  neglecting. 
It  is  possible  to  declaim  against  and  to  avoid  this  gross  folly  without  being 
deemed  self-sufficient  and  insular.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  rage  for 
foreign  literature  is  a  mere  affair  of  fashion  and  chatter,  and  not  a  sincere 
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taste,  with  which  we  should  feel  more  sympathy ;  this  remark  refers  to  the 
standard  literature  of  ibreigii  countries,  not  novelties  of  fiction  or  science. 
Alas,  for  the  education  for  coteries!  the  getting  educated  merely  for  the 
sake  of  being  called  educated !  the  reading  merely  to  keep  up  with  the 
reading  of  others!  What  wonder,  when  so  many  seek  in  literature  only  a 
passport,  80  few  comparatively  sliould  find  in  it  a  consolation  !  Oh  for  a 
itttle  more  reading  with  a  more  genuine  passion  and  for  a  nobler  purpose  ! 
Could  we  but  do  this,  in  seeking  for  one  we  might  often  secure  both  re- 
wards— thus : 

The  man  whose  self- education  has  been  one  long  struggle,  but  a  cheer- 
ng  and  a  strengthening  one,  who  has  had  little  classical  preparation,  reads 
even  the  authors  of  his  own  country,  it  may  be  confessed,  at  great  disad- 
vanta{i;e;  but  still  let  him  read  them,  and  he  will  find  the  benefit,  not 
merely  in  his  seclusion,  but  in  his  intercourse  with  society.  A  classical 
scholar  is  no  doubt,  as  we  before  said,  respected  by  men  of  the  world,  but 
it  is  often  a  distant  kind  of  respect.  Men  are  rather  disposed  to  put  him 
out  of  their  sympathy ;  even  though  they  may  send  him  their  children  to 
educate,  they  will  be  ready  enough  to  sneer  at  him  as  a  pedant  and  a 
bookworm,  if  he  is  weak  enough  to  give  them  the  opportunity,  by  making^ 
however  unconsciously  and  innocently,  a  display  of  the  very  knowledge 
for  which  they  value  him.  It  is  not  all  sunshine  and  glory  for  the  man 
who  is  a  classical  scholar,  and  no  more.  He  is  abashed,  and  often  silent, 
if  his  main  strength  lies  in  his  Plato  and  his  Virgil  *  but  let  a  man  be 
thoroughly  and  familiarly  acquainted  with  only  a  few  of  the  best  poets, 
historians,  moral  and  political  writers  of  England,  and  he  is  in  possession 
of  authorities  which  no  Englishman,  whose  opinion  is  worth  a  straw,  dares 
to  slight ;  he  will  constantly  find  that  the  conversation  of  those  who  are 
entitled  to  his  respect  will  trench  upon  his  favourite  authors,  and  he  will 
find  himself  at  home.  Is  it  possible  that  a  man,  who  has  made  himself 
familiar  with  the  greatest  minds  of  his  own  country,  should  feel  himself 
abashed  in  any  presence,  noble  or  gentle?  Let  him  converse  with  whom 
he  may,  he  knows  that  he  has  been  in  company  with  their  equals,  probably 
with  their  betters,  and  that  in  their  best  moments.  Do  you  wish  then  to 
feel  a  manly  confidence  in  the  presence  of  your  fellow  men,  nothing  will 
will  supply  you  with  it  so  certainly  as  an  intellect  thus  informed,  thus  re- 
fined. It  will  keep  you  sufficiently  humble  too,  for  you  will  have  been 
learning  perpetual  lessons  of  what  real  greatness  is,  and  of  your  own 
inferiority.  Lofty  acquirements  in  science  may  indeed  set  you  on  a 
height  above  your  fellows,  but  then  it  will  often  be  almost  a  solitary  one, 
and  to  be  altogether  higher  than  others  is  sometimes  as  inconvenient  as  to 
be  greatly  lower :  the  particular  advantage  of  the  description  of  study 
now  recommended  is,  that  you  will  walk  with  more  confirmed  steps  on 
that  ground  on  which  men  ordinarily  meet. 

Many  are  the  advantages  to  be  gained  from  the  study  of  the  great 
authors  of  by-gone  days,  besides  those  which  we  have  just  enumerated. 
We  get  a  little  loose  from  the  particular  forms  of  opinion  which  tyrannise 
over  our  own  age,  and  by  going  back  we  may  gain  strength  and  impetus, 
and  perhaps  find  solid  ground  for  an  advance  forward.  We  see  in  flux 
what  are  now  fixed  popular  prejudices,  and  we  are  enabled  to  canvass 
their  reasonableness  more  freely.  We  discover  much  that  teaches  charity 
— find  many  men  differing  whom  we  should  have  expected  to  agree,  and 
agreeing  where  we  should  have  anticipated  difference.  We  shall  find 
moral  truths  fresh  in  the  lustre  and  the  grandeur  of  their  first  utterance, 
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which  the  literature  of  our  owq  day  only  offers  us  freshly  varnished :  we 
shall  find  ourselves  in  a  region  of  original  expression — of  words  which 
have  been  out  of  fashion  long  enough  to  be  ready  to  come  into  fashion 
ag^in — of  the  models  of  styles  which  have  had^  or  are  now  having,  with 
the  public  all  the  eclat  of  originality. 

We  shall  be  astonished  at  discovering  how  much  mere  imagination  has 
had  to  do  with  repelling  us  hitherto  from  these  studies,  by  suggesting  to  us 
that,  because  they  are  old,  they  must  be  old  to  us ;  and,  when  they  have 
won  us  to  an  affection  different  from  that  which  we  feel  for  any  more 
modern  book,  we  shall  wonder  at  the  sensation  of  weariness  with  which 
the  very  sight  or  thought  of  them  once  affected  us. 

What  Sydney  Smith,  no  great  friend  of  the  classics,  has  permitted  him- 
self nevertheless  to  say  in  their  favour,  may,  without  much  hesitation,  be 
applied  to  many  of  the  older  authors  of  England.  '*  Those  works  are  the 
best  which  have  longest  stood  the  test  of  time,  and  pleased  the  greatest 
number  of  exercised  minds.  Whatever  therefore  our  conjectures  may 
be,  we  cannot  be  so  sure  that  the  best  modern  writers  can  afford  us  as 
good  models  as  the  ancients ;  we  cannot  be  certain  that  they  will  live 
through  the  revolutions  of  the  world,  and  continue  to  please  in  every 
climate,  under  every  species  of  government." 

Much  of  this  has  been  and  shall  be  accomplished  in  the  case  of  the 
great  writers  of  our  country  :  we  cannot  indeed  take  from  the  classics  their 
priority,  but  to  live  and  flourish  through  the  intellectual  activities,  rival- 
ries, and  distractions  of  a  modern  century,  is  as  glorious  as  it  was  to  sur- 
'  vive  through  an  old  millenium  :  deeply  rooted  in  truth  and  nature,  our 
great  writers  have  weathered  many  a  superficial  change,  in  manners,  tastes, 
and  politics.  Shakespeare  is  as  dear  and  as  true  to  the  lettered  American, 
the  member  of  a  republic,  as  to  the  English  subject  of  monarchy ;  scarcely 
less  so  to  the  German  subject  of  despotism ;  and  as  long  as  our  tongue 
shall  last,  and  last  it  probably  will  whilst  the  world  endures,  Bacon, 
Milton,  Dryden,  Johnson,  and  many  more  of  our  worthies,  must  live  lor 
those  who  have  capacity  to  enjoy  them. 

We  have  a  few  words  to  say  with  respect  to  the  applicability  of  these 
remarks  to  the  case  of  the  young:  we  would  have  them  introduced  to 
such  portions  of  these  great  models  as  they  can  understand  and  enjoy: 
at  almost  the  humblest  schools  something  of  this  kind,  we  believe,  might 
be  accomplished,  and  surely  something  ought  to  be,  at  the  higher  ones, 
where  the  clergy,  lawyers,  legislators,  and  gentry  of  the  nation  are  edu- 
cated. To  learn  good  passages  of  English  prose  and  verse  ought  to  be  a 
part,  if  not  of  the  day's,  at  least  of  the  week's  employment,  both  for  the 
sake  of  style  and  substance.  Mere  classical  masters,  partly  from  their 
own  ignorance  in  many  cases,  and  partly  from  a  dread  that  the  interests  of 
the  classics  must  suffer,  are  very  jealous  of  this  kind  of  innovation.  Tiie 
latter  idea  is  quite  a  mistaken  one:  everything  which  tends  to  cultivate  the 
power  of  perceiving  truth  and  beauty  must  increase  the  love  of  the  higher 
classics,  as  far  as  it  is  a  true  and  intelligent  love,  and  not  merely  a  fashion, 
or  a  prejudice,  or  an  intimation  that  so  many  hundreds  have  been  spent  on 
our  schooling — a  mighty  thing  in  England — often  really  the  chief  thing, 
if  wc  probe  the  secrets  of  our  pride :  why  else  do  some  of  our  university- 
educated  reformers  gladly  identify  themselves  with  institutions,  every  con- 
stituent of  which  they  affect  to  despise  ? 

We  have  spoken  on  this  subject  of  committing  portions  of  English  prose 
and  verse  to  memory  elsewhere,  and  a  critic  in  the  Spectator,  in  a  very 
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sensible  notice,  seemed  to  hesitate  about  the  possibility  of  **  improving 
taste  by  the  study  of  isolated  passages."  Some  rational  men,  we  are 
aware,  question  this,  but  we  thinic  unreasonably.  The  most  plausible  re- 
marks on  this  subject  occur  in  Swift^s'*  Letter  of  Advice  to  a  Young  Cler- 
gyman :  "  we  will  quote  the  passage,  which,  however^  refers  rather  to  old 
than  young  students. 

"  If  a  rational  man  reads  an  excellent  author,  with  just  application,  he  shall 
find  himself  extremely  improved,  and  perhaps  insensibly  led  to  imitate  that 
author's  perfections,  although  in  a  little  time  he  should  not  remember  one  word 
in  the  book,  nor  even  the  subject  it  handled;  for  books  give  the  same  turn  to 
our  thoughts  and  way  of  reasoning  that  good  and  ill  company  do  to  our  beha- 
viour and  conversation,  without  either  loading  our  memories  or  making  us  even 
sensible  of  the  change ;  and  particularly,  I  have  observed  in  preaching,  that  no 
men  succeed  better  than  those  who  trust  entirely  to  the  stock  or  fund  of  their 
own  reason,  advanced  indeed,  but  not  overlaid,  by  their  commerce  with 
books.** 

Swift  had,  we  suspect,  a  very  bad  verbal  memory,  certainly  a  great 
dislike  to  any  foolish  ostentation  of  learning ;  this  will  partly  account  for 
the  above  passage.  Still  we  cannot  think  that  even  men  will  be  any  the 
worse  for  remembering  the  very  words  of  a  good  author,  if  they  can  do 
so  without  any  extraordinary  amount  of  labour,  whilst,  in  the  main,  with 
respect  to  their  reading,  the  process  will  be  going  on  insensibly  of  which  ' 
Swift  speaks.  With  boys,  who  require  some  direct  instruction  in  style, 
the  recollection  of  words  and  passages  is  far  more  necessary ;  and  we  lean 
to  the  opinion  of  Goethe,  who  says,  in  his  autobiography, 

"  Whatever  may  be  said  against  collections  which  give  authors  in  a  frag- 
mentary form,  they  nevertheless  produce  many  good  effects Do 

we  not,  in  a  book,  mark  passages  which  have  an  especial  reference  to  ourselves? 
Young  people  especially,  who  are  wanting  in  thorough  cultivation,  are  laudably 
excited  by  brilliant  passages.'* 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  our  schoolmasters  should  consider  the 
committal  to  memory  of  page  upon  page  of  Cicero  and  Ovid  necessary 
for  a  good  Latin  prose  and  verse  style,  whilst  English,  because  it  happens 
to  be  the  living  and  spoken  language,  is  to  be  left  to  conversation  and 
accident. 

We  know  that  some  of  our  great  men,  Lord  Chatham  for  instance, 
have  studied  intently  and  verbally  the  works  of  their  predecessors,  not 
without  effect,  indeed  proofs  of  this,  some  of  them  better  than  we  could 
wish,  have  been  given  in  former  papers,  for  we  neither  advise  nor  justify 
plagiarism;  it  is  better  not  to  remember,  than  to  remember  for  the  purpose 
of  appropriating.  The  late  Mr.  Christie,  the  welUknown  auctioneer,  was 
in  the  habit  of  saying,  when  he  knocked  down  a  valuable  picture  at  a 
high  price  to  an  amateur,  '*  Sir,  that  will  be  the  cheapest  picture  you 
ever  purchased  in  your  life;  it  will  very  likely  save  you  thousands  of 
pounds."  When  asked ,  why  ?  he  replied,  *' Because,  sir,  if  you  keep 
that  picture  pretty  constantly  before  your  eyes,  you  will  never  be  likely  to 
buy  a  bad  one."  A  store  of  good  passages,  say  to  the  amount  even  of 
forty  or  fifty  pages,  from  our  best  English  authors,  may  have  something 
of  the  same  effect ;  they  will  hold  a  man  to  the  point  more  than  cursorily 
wandering  through  a  gallery  of  illustrious  authors;  they  will  at  least 
teach  him,  that  in  a  certain  amount  of  writing,  or  letter-press,  a  some- 
what proportionable  amount  of  truth,  conviction,  argument,  or  compari- 
son are  to  be  expected ;  and,  if  he  cannot  use  them  as  guides,  he  may 
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use  them  as  warnings,  grreally  to  the  benefit  of  the  pnbiic,  er  as  mea- 
sures of  appreciation  to  direct  his  judgmenty  and  save  him  from  yrasttii^ 
his  admiration  on  that  which  does  not  deserre  it.  Many  a  youth,  made 
to  look  good  examples  steadily  in  the  face,  might  be  saved  from  the  8ad 
condition  of  mind  described  by  Phny,  when  speaking  of  the  great  nsjo- 
rity  of  the  young  men  of  Rome  in  his  own  day  * — *'  Statim  sapiunt,  sta- 
tim  sciunt  omnia ;  neminem  verentur,  imitantur  neminem,  atque  ipsi  sibi 
exempla  sunt." 

To  many  young  Englishmen,  as  they  grow  up^  the  much-labonred 
Latin  and  Greek  seem  but  little  profitable,  even  as  guides  to  taste :  they 
look  upon  them  as  alien  both  from  their  own  pursuits  and  from  modern 
interests,  and  very  slightly  connected  even  with  the  literature  in  which 
they  now  find  entertainment.  From  feelbgs  and  impressions  of  this 
kind,  and  from  bad  unsound  teaching,  have  arisen  many  of  the  compkinta, 
sometimes  reasonable,  far  more  frequently  silly,  against  the  time  that  has 
been  expended  at  school  on  the  dead  languages ;  but  we  will  venture  to 
say,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  the  man  who,  on  retrospect,  would 
affirm  that  he  grudged  the  time  which  had  been  devoted  to  committing 
to  memory,  not  as  a  mere  occasional  matter,  but  with  some  degree  of 
constancy,  discreetly  chosen  passages  of  the  works  of  his  great  country- 
men. If  anything,  the  danger  might  be  that  he  would  be  tempted  too 
frequently  to  recur  to  these  pet  passages.  Much  encouragement  might 
an  instructor  derive  from  feeling,  almost  with  certainty,  ^*  on  this  part  of 
our  work  at  least,  whatever  his  future  course  in  life  may  be,  my  pupil, 
when  a  man,  is  sure  not  to  look  back  with  dissatisfaction." 


Errata  in  bur  last  :— 


Page  292,  second  extract,  /br  **  aching/'  read  *'  asking.'^ 
„    for  "froze,"  read  "frore/' 
293,  for  "  nicer,"  read  "  nisu." 


LETTERS  OF  A  GERMAN  ON  ENGLISH  EDUCATION. 

Translated  from  the  German  of  Dr.  Weiss,  Professor  of  Joachimsthal 
College  at  Berlin.     Translated  by  Dr.  A.  Selfh. 

{€ontpiu§dfrom9.  306.) 
FOURTH  L£TT£a. 

P'mmshmmtis.-'-^MoM^n^  System, — Meomvng  of  Pwniskment,  amd  tifkat  if  its 
lan^JSxtmt. — Popularity  of  Pyhlic  Schools. — National  Feeling.'^The 
Kmt^  qf  Prussia  at  JStQn.~^A  Hemarb  o»  the  old  Saason  Element  in  th 
Lan^^ge. 

I  VAVE  stated  that  the  majority  of  English  schoolboys  are  very  docile, 
because  they  willingly  agree  in  obeying  an  authority  on  which  they  look 
with  respect.  It  is  quite  natural  that,  under  firm  and  sensible  guidance, 
the  youthful  mind  should  submit  to  the  authority  of  an  older  person.  I 
am  well  aware  that  it  is  seldom  affection  whereon  this  obedience  rests  ip 
England ;  yet  neither  is  it  fear.  The  relation  between  master  and  pupil 
is  in  most  cases  founded  on  respect,  rather  than  on  a  feeling  of  hearty  and 
w€um  attachment,  which  is  much  more  rare  than  it  is  in  Germany.  I^- 
Arnoki  attracted  his  pupils  chiefly  by  the  earnestness  of  his  manner,  and 
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that  this  quality  is  moro  firequenily  met  with  in  achoob,  as  weil  aa  in 
domestic  liia  in  England  than  it  is  in  Germany,  he  has  plainly  observed 
in  one  of  his  letters  s  ^^  Certainly  the  relation  between  parent  and  child 
in  other  countries  of  Europe  is  on  a  different  footing ;  there  is  mora  of 
cojrdial  intimacy,  more  of  real  familiar  friendship,  than  generally  exist 
among  us." 

Less  self-denial  is  required  in  obeying  a  hiw  than  in  obeying  a  person  ; 
for  2L  person  admits  the  idea  of  an  arbitrary  will,  whereas  a  law  is  common 
to  all,  and  either  contains  its  justification  in  itself,  or  owes  it  to  historical 
authority.  Therefore  it  is  just  to  suppose  that  English  youths  keep  and 
respect  laws  far  stricter  even  than  the  authority  of  their  masters.  In  fact, 
it  is  the  country  where,  in  schools  as  well  as  in  public  life,  laws  are  moat 
observed,  for  they  learn  early  that  freedom  is  only  attained  in  the  school 
of  law. 

The  most  remarkable  proof  of  this  fact  is  their  submission  to  the  punish- 
ments established  in  schools,  and  particularly  to  the  hardest  of  all-^ 
bodily  chastisement.  In  all  the  higher  English  schools  the  flogging 
system  still  exists,  and  at  Eton  even  pupils  of  the  sixth  form  are  not 
exempted  from  its  infliction.  Those  whom  I  asked  respecting  it  were 
obliged  to  admit  that  there  was  a  strange  contradiction  between  the  irri- 
table 8elf-consck>usness  of  a  young  Englishman  and  his  endurance  of 
such  treatment;  yet  they  could  give  me  no  explanation.  It  is,  however, 
necessary  to  pay  attention  to  a  few  circumstances.  The  above-mentioned 
punishment  is  established  by  laws  and  ancient  usage;  no  one  excepting 
the  head  master  in  the  dress  of  his  office  executes  it,  and  the  general 
opinion  is*  that  there  is  nothing  ignominious  associated  with  it.  I  was 
assured  that  the  punishment  was  inflicted  without  passion,  that  no  enmity 
existed  between  master  and  pupil  afterwards,  and  that  bodily  chastise* 
ment  was  so  effective  because  neither  the  one  noir  the  other  ever  forgot 
its  having  taken  place.  Such  punishments  would  be  intolerable  indeed 
if  they  ever  impaired  the  self-*respect  of  either  parly.  But  fiar  from 
losing  it,  a  boy  rather  preserves  his  own  honour  by  submitting  to  the  law  ; 
for  he  thus  restores  the  moral  equilibrium  which  he  had  overturned  by  his 
oftence. 

I  bave  found  to  my  satisfaction  that  this  view  of  the  meaning  and  end 
of  punishment .  is  entertained  by  several  heads  of  schoob.  It  is  not 
looked  upon  merely  as  a  means  to  prevent  future  offences ;  in  order  lo 
that,  the  eonvicticm  must  come  ftom  the  youths  theoaselvea  and  from  in- 
ternal motives,  which  cannot  be  enforced  by  the  cane ;  punishmeiit  is 
rather  to  be  considered  as  a  necessary  expiation  for  the  past  ofience. 

Oa  tUs  account,  however,  it  is,  that  punishments  cannot  be  remitted. 
And  therefore  the  viokttion  of  laws  is  chastised  in  the  puUic  schools  naw, 
quite  as  vigorously  as  a  century  ago,  when  Lord  Holland  with  all  his  in- 
fluence could  not  protect  his  younger  son,  Charles  James  Fox,  from  the 
severity  of  Dr«  Davis,  head  master  of  Eton,  who  had  discovered  the  you^g 
man  wearing  a  dandified  Parisian  costume  instead  of  the  ordinary  school 
dress.  The  father  himself  was  in  some  measure  guiily  of  the  boy^s  offenee, 
as  he  had  encouraged  it ;  but  the  son  afterwards  acknowledged  it  was  a 
just  punishment  which  had  been  inflicted  on  him  by  the  master,  and  that 
it  had  been  a  lesson  to  him  throughout  life,  since  it  had  taught  the  son  of 
the  Minister  that  all  are  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 

Great,  however,  woukl  be  the  troubles  of  a  master  who  inAicted  but  OAe 
blow  more  than  the  kws  admit.    The  young  men  know  very  well  how 
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far  their  superiors  are  empowered  to  go,  and  what  are  their  own  rights : 
they  are  also  eager  enough  to  maintain  the  latter.  An  old  master  said 
to  me  he  gave  always  one  stroke  less  than  the  lawful  number;  for 
children  ought  to  feel  whilst  being  chastised  that  something  had  been  re- 
mitted, and  when  St.  Paul  received  five  times  forty  strokes  save  one,  it 
was  only  by  an  act  of  grace  that  the  Jews  remitted  the  last.  Dr.  Arnold 
applied  bodily  chastisement  only  in  cases  of  intentional  untruth,  a  prac- 
tice recommended  also  by  Locke.  At  Eton  College  the  cane  is  said  to 
be  applied  more  than  at  any  other  public  school ;  for  the  boys  there  are 
flogged  even  for  not  doing  an  exercise  or  neglecting  a  preparation  for  a 
lesson,  whereas  in  the  other  establishments  only  the  grosser  order  of 
offences  is  liable  to  that  punishment. 

The  public  at  large  do  not  of  course  regard  this  punishment  with 
favour,  and  I  have  heard  more  than  one  complaint  made  of  the  tyranny 
of  schoolmasters,  who  on  the  other  hand  appeal  to  a  saying  of  Dr. 
Johnson's  which  has  been  verified  by  experience.  '*  If,"  he  says,  ''you 
abolbh  flogging  in  schools,  what  they  gain  at  one  end  they  will  lose 
at  the  other,''  and  so  the  practice  continues  to  be  considered  a  lawful 
one. 

The  ancient  and  prolix  Latin  statutes  of  the  public  schools,  called 
already  by  the  term  of  consueiudinaria^  have  now  commonly  been  re- 
placed by  traditional  usage,  and  thus  it  happens  that  many  schools,  such 
as,  to  allude  to  one  instance,  the  Blue  Coat  School  in  London,  contain- 
ing more  than  700  pupils,  have  no  written  rules  at  all.  Many  of  the 
above-mentioned  old  statutes  had  respect  to  special  points :  for  example, 
there  occur  many  such  as  these  :— ^'  In  templo  :  Oculi  ne  vagantor — 
Silentium  esto — Nihil  profanum  legitor,  &c.  In  schola  :  Clare  ad  pree- 
ceptorem  loquitor — Orthographice  scribito,  etc.  In  afrio :  Ne  quis 
fenestras  saxis  pilisque  petito,"  etc.  In  some  schools  the  rules  were 
written  on  tablets  and  suspended  along  the  wall,  these  contained  short 
legal  prescriptions  and  notices ;  sometimes  they  consisted  of  nothing  but 
the  alternative,  ^*Aut  disce  aut  discede.**  In  a  common  town-school  I 
found  the  rules  laid  down  on  a  black  board,  with  this  inscription : — '^  All 
children  admitted  into  the  school  are  to  observe  the  following  rules." 
Then  followed  the  rules,  one,  the  12th,  embraced  all  the  foregoing 
ones ;  for  it  directed  the  pupils  *'  To  obey  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
school." 

In  their  respect  for  established  laws  English  schools  are  superior  to 
ours,  and  bestow  with  regard  to  this  a  better  education  on  their  pupils, 
as  they  infuse  into  them  a  sense  of  right,  and  a  due  deference  for  what 
is  lawful.  There  is  a  certain  refractory  spirit  in  the  German  character 
which  makes  us  too  unwilling  to  desist  from  our  own  ways ;  we  will  not 
learn  that  self*denial  is  the  beginning  of  freedom,  and  that  a  moral  com- 
monwealth can  only  subsist  by  the  submission  of  all  its  members  to  the 
same  general  rules.  But  I  will  no  longer  moralize  on  this  inexhaustible 
subject. 

Public  schools  in  England  are  strongly  influenced  by  national  feeling,  as 
may  be  guessed  from  what  I  have  already  said.  To  this  circumstance  they 
owe  their  great  popularity,  in  spite  of  the  occasional  censure  which  their 
antiquated  institutions  have  to  undergo.  The  firm  and  rigorous  discipline 
kept  up  in  them  does  not  at  all  tend  to  render  them  less  popular.  Our 
gymnasia  have  sunk  much  in  public  opinion,  particularly  of  late :  soch 
has  never  been  the  case  in  England ;  for  the  public  schools  are  there  con- 
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sidered  as  the  most  effectual  means  to  maintain  an  English  or  national 
feeling,  to  suppress  any  kind  of  petty  egotism,  to  encourage  youth  in 
noble  and  manly  resolutions,  and  to  bestow  on  them  those  lofty  spirits 
without  which  nothing  great — nothing  national — can  be  accomplished. 

This  glorious  testimony  has  been  given  to  them  by  many  persons,  and, 
amongst  others,  by  the  celebrated  Canning,  nearly  in  the  following 
words: — ''That  we  have  had  in  our  history  an  uninterrupted  succession 
of  men  who,  in  the  most  difficult  circumstances,  proved  to  be  the  sup- 
porters of  their  country,  skilful  in  both  word  and  action,  that  men  are 
never  wanting  in  any  department,  who  know  what  is  the  proper  aim  to  be 
set  before  them,  and  who  are  possessed  of  no  common  talents  for  finding 
means  for  carrying  their  measures ;  for  this  we  are  indebted  principally 
tc  the  system  of  our  public  schools  and  universities." 

Several  of  these  schools  have  departed,  in  the  course  of  time,  further 
than  they  ought  to  have  done  from  their  original  destination,  and  become 
quite  aristocratical.  Thus  the  foundation  school  at  Winchester  and  the 
Charter  House  at  I^ondon  were  first  appointed  for  ^'pauperes  et  indi- 
genies  sckolares,*'  the  latter  being  originally  a  cloister  of  the  Carthusian 
friars,  as  is  expressed  in  its  name.  However  nothing  can  be  more  re- 
mote from  encouraging  the  pretensions  of  the  different  classes  than  the 
intercourse  of  the  young  people  in  these  schools.  At  Harrow,  and  espe- 
cially at  the  Charter  House,  whose  institutions  I  recollect  with  particular 
pleasure,  sons  of  the  aristocracy  associated  with  children  of  quite  ordi- 
nary parents.  To  have  been  brought  up  in  such  a  school  gives  to  a  boy 
a  certain  footing,  and  no  one  would  think  of  questioning  him  whether  he 
had  sprung  from  a  noble  family  or  from  the  inferior  ranks  of  society.  All 
differences  of  rank  are  put  aside  there,  and  it  appears  to  many  persons 
to  be  a  salutary  result  of  the  education  received  in  these  schools,  that 
boys  are  thereby  cured  of  all  conceit,  and  obliged  to  consider  their 
fellow-pupils  as  their  equals.  At  home,  the  young  patrician  is  indulged  in 
all  his  wishes,  whereas  these  gay,  reckless,  high-minded  schoolboys  will 
never  take  his  insipidity  for  wit,  nor  his  caprices  for  evidences  of  intellect; 
they  will  not  pay  homage  to  his  vanity  or  conceit,  they  will  pay  him  soundly 
for  any  annoyances  he  may  inflict  on  them.  In  this  manner,  it  is 
believed,  the  character  is  fitted  to  bear  the  strife  of  later  life.  Very  often 
an  intimate  friendship  will  ensue  between  youths  of  the  most  different 
classes  of  society,  and  extend  far  beyond  the  period  of  school  life,  unless 
the  difference  of  rank  which  is  maintained  at  universities  destroys  the 
intimacy;  well  known  are  amicitice  Etonaenses  in  this  respect.  In  gene- 
ral, boys  who  have  been  educated  at  public  schools  are  said  to  excel,  both 
in  moral  conduct  and  in  intellectual  advancement,  all  those  at  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  who  have  been  otherwise  prepared  for  the  universities. 

The  great  influence  that  public  schools  have  on  the  maintenance  of 
national  feeling  did  not  escape  the  attention  of  our  king,  when  he  visited 
England  at  the  christening  festivity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  Dr.  Haw- 
trey  showed  me,  with  great  satisfaction,  a  magnificently  bound  copy  of 
Lachmann's  folio  edition  of  the  *'  Niebelungenlied,'*  with  which  our 
kinp;  had  presented  Eton  College.  With  his  own  hand  he  had  written  in 
it,  in  large  German  characters,  the  following  passage: — **To  the  School 
of  Eton,  the  fosterer  of  the  old  Saxon  spirit  and  feeling." 

This  royal  visit  is  well  remembered  at  Eton  yet.  I  heard  that  the  Eton 
boys  were  introduced  in  a  body  to  the  king,  whom  they  loudly  cheered ; 
and  when  he  said  to  them,  with  great  kindness,  **I  wish  you  joy,  my 
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boys  ;  and  I  admire  your  lungs !"  whereupon  lliey  cheered  him  still  more. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  then  addressed  the  king* : — ''Your  majesty  will  not  con- 
sider this  ebullition  of  youthful  spirits  as  an  insignificant  demonstration 
— there  is  more  in  it  than  in  many  a  homage — ^for  the  highest  hopes  of 
our  country  are  gathered  together  here  ;  and  the  recollection  of  this  day 
will  give  them  pleasure  even  after  they  have  arrived  at  manhood."  I 
heard  that  the  same  night  the  Etonians  illuminated  the  whole  of  the 
building  very  beautifully,  especially  the  entrance  gate ;  the  top  of  one 
pillar  bearing, in  letters  of  light,  the  initials  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ''A.  £.," 
and  the  other  those  of  our  king,  and  between  both  the  line  in  Virgil, 

"  Unam  faciemus  utramque  gentem  animis." 

In  general  they  spoke  with  great  respect  of  our  king  himself;  but  they 
knew  nothing  more  of  Prussian  politics  than  what  they  had  gleaned  from 
the  observations  in  the  Times. 

The  remark  made  by  our  king,  on  the  laudable  endeavours  made  at 
Eton  to  maintain  the  old  Saxon  element  alive  in  the  nation,  is  quite  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  English  themselves.  But  that  there 
exists  a  desire  amongst  some  to  do  away  with  it,  and  that  there  are  others 
who  set  themselves  against  such  a  tendency,  and  do  their  best  to  preserTe 
it,  may  be  clearly  seen  in  the  transformations  which  the  English  language 
has  undergpne.  It  is  generally  known  that  the  modern  English  tongue, 
whilst  it  engrafted  on  itself  more  and  more  of  the  Latin  element,  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  any  appearance  of  vulgarity,  that  is  to  say,  whilst  it  assimi- 
lated more  nearly  to  the  French,  it  also  lost  that  simple  beauty  and  power 
which  was  peculiar  to  the  expressive  language  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. Sir  James  Mackintosh  has  shown  that  proverbs  of  the  Saxon 
dialect  excel  in  meaning  and  in  depth  the  corresponding  English  sayings 
composed  of  terms  with  Latin  radicals.  Of  the  sixty-nine  words  in  the 
Lord's  prayer  there  are  only  five  not  of  Saxon  origin,  and  in  the  whole 
monologue  of  Hamlet  only  thirteen  words  have  a  Latin  radical.  Lord 
Brougham,  in  his  famous  inaugural  speech  delivered  at  Glasgow, 
puts  the  classical  period  of  English  authors  between  Queen  Elizabeth's 
accession  and  the  end  of  Queen  Ann's  reign,  on  account  of  the  purity 
and  power  of  the  old  Saxon  dialect  then  prevailing.  It  is  true,  perhaps, 
that  in  practical  fitness  for  general  intercourse  the  modern  English  is 
superior. 
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It  is  a  most  fallacious  notion,  that  if  a  man  be  a  good  scholar  he  will 
necessarily  make  a  good  teacher.  We  continually  find  men  who  possess 
plenty  of  knowledge,  without  having  the  slightest  power  of  communicating 
It  to  others,  especially  to  classes  of  children.  To  make  a  good  elemen- 
tary schoolmaster  demands,  above  all  things,  a  natural  aptitude  for  teach- 
ing. A  man  who  has  such  an  aptitude  will  make  a  far  better  teacher, 
though  he  should  possess  only  just  the  knowledge  that  he  requires  to 
convey  and  no  more,  than  another  with  great  attainments,  but  who  has 
not  this  special  qualification  for  the  work.  It  is  thus  that  we  sometimes 
hear  it  paradoxically  but  truly  observed  of  a  man,  that  **  he  teaches  more 
than  he  knows."  He  may  not  himself  impart  a  great  amount  of  actual 
information,  but  he  so  thoroughly  trains  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  that  they 
soon  become  accustomed  to  independent  action,  which  is  the  ultimate 
object  of  all  education.  That  man,  of  course,  will  make  the  best  teacher 
who  combines  technical  knowledge  with  teaching  power ;  but  we  think 
most  experienced  instructors  will  agree  with  us,  that  the  latter  is  far  more 
necessary  than  the  former.  We  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  knowledge  is 
far  more  easily  acquired  than  the  special  qualification,  however  much 
this  may  de  despised.  In  fact,  it  appears  to  us  that  teaching  power 
cannot  be  acquired  at  all.  It  may  be  much  improved  by  training ;  but 
if  a  man  does  not  possess  it  naturally,  as  a  part  of  his  original  endowment, 
he  will  never  possess  it  in  any  great  degree.  Technical  knowledge  may 
be  acquired  more  or  less  by  all ;  superior  teaching  power  is  the  gift  of 
nature,  and  is  only  possessed  by  a  few. 

The  term  teaching  power  affords  in  itself  a  confirmation  of  the  fact,  that 
the  talent  spoken  of  is  a  real  natural  faculty,  peculiar  to  certain  indivi- 
duals. The  Germans  still  more  emphatically  call  it  Lehrgabe,  or  teaching 

9\ft- 

We  make  these  remarks,  because  the  truth  which  we  assert  has  not  yet 

been  sufficiently  understood  or  acted  upon  in  this  country,  and  because 
this  Ignorance  or  disregard  of  it  has  proved,  and  may  still  prove,  an 
obstacle  to  the  progress  of  popular  education.  We  will  endeavour  to  make 
this  plain. 

Little  or  no  care  has  been  taken  to  ascertain  whether  candidates  for 
admission  into  our  training  colleges  possess  any  degree  of  teaching  power. 
They  have  been  examined  as  to  their  attainments  in  particular  branches  of 
knowledge ;  but  the  question  has  seldom  been  asked,  *'  Does  this  man 
give  evidence  of  those  natural  qualifications  which  will  fit  him  to  become 
a  teacher?"  It  is  true,  that  most  of  the  training  schools  have  been  com< 
polled,  by  want  of  funds,  to  admit  any  who  could  pay  the  fee;  but  the 
number  of  students  who  have  paid  for  themselves  has  been  small ;  the 
majority  have  been  paid  for  by  patrons  ;  and,  in  regard  to  those,  we  have 
only  to  shift  the  blame  from  the  institution  to  the  patrons,  who  are 
equally  responsible  for  any  error  in  selecting  men  for  the  office  of  teacher. 
Many  patrons  have  unwisely  made  this  a  mode  of  dispensing  their  bounty 
to  their  favourites,  without  regard  to  the  interests  of  education.  These 
persons  can  only  be  considered  as  patrons  of  the  individuals  in  question, 
m  no  degree  as  patrons  of  education ;  for  their  benevolence  has  in  most 
cases  done  more  harm  than  good  to  the  cause,  by  fostering  the  idea  that 
the  teacher's  office  is  one  which  anybody  may  fill,  which  moreover 
affords  a  refuge  for  every  species  of  incompetency.     In  those  cases,  how- 
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eyer,  in  which  any  regard  has  been  had  to  the  qualifications  of  candidates, 
whether  by  the  patron  or  principa],  the  chief  stress  has  almost  invariably 
been  laid  upon  attainments. 

Mr.  Symons,  the  Inspector  of  Schools,  has  pointed  out  this  error  in  tbe 
little  work  entitled  •*  School  Economy,"  which  he  has  recently  published. 
Speaking  of  normal  schools,  he  savs,  ''In  all  such  establishments,  admir- 
able a^  their  system  of  training  and  teaching  may  be,  it  is  still  to  be  wished 
that  more  pains  were  taken  to  deter  thoroughly  unfitted  persons  from  de* 
voting  themselves  to  the  oflSce.  Tbe  principals  of  these  in$titutioi)6  may 
very  easily,  and  most  likely  do  very  quickly,  perceive  who  are  and  who  are 
not  qualified  by  nature  for  the  work.  The  idea  of  rendering  them  so  bv 
art  alone  is  worse  than  hopeless.  Schools  are  numerous  where  the  cbif- 
dren  are  now  sacrificed  to  the  folly  of  supposing,  that  because  a  man  or 
woman  bas  attained  a  certain  amount  or  knowledge,  they  can  there&re 
teach  or  train  children.  The  letting  loose  of  these  people  on  our  scboob 
is  a  great  injury,  and  it  should  be  prevented  by  all  who  have  the  power,  and 
assuredly  none  have  more  than  the  principals  of  normal  schools,  uules9  it 
be  the  parochial  clergy,  who  often  suggest  this  vocation  to  the  persons 
who  adopt  it.  One  great  point  to  be  observed  is,  are  they  fond  of  chil- 
dren, and  do  they  like  teaching  ?  If  not,  let  them  never  hope  to  suc- 
ceed." 

Mr.  Moseley  also  alludes  to  this  error,  though  less  directly,  in  his  Re- 
port on  the  Training  Schools  for  1850. 

*'The  experience  of  these  institutions  (he  says)  shows  that  the  most  suc- 
cessful students  are  not  always  found  among  those  who  enter  them  with  th« 
greatest  amount  of  acquired  knowledge.  Of  these,  some  add  to  their  sttsin* 
meats  but  slowly ;  others  are  deficient  in  that  energj  of  character  which  is 
necessary  to  the  management  of  a  school ;  and  not  a  few  in  that  devotedn^Sf 
and  that  lowliness  of  mind  which  must  characterize  the  man  who  has  to  desl 
with  children,  and  who  must  travel  again  and  again  over  the  very  first  ptrinciples 
of  all  that  he  knows  himself,  that  he  may  learn  how  to  communicate  it  io  tbe 
best  way  to  them. 

*'  What  are  the  qualities  of  a  good  teacher  it  is  not  easy  to  say ;  &ey  inclode, 
however,  a  parainount  sense  of  duty,  and  great  moral  courage  and  earaestDMS 
of  character,  united  with  a  gentle  disposition  and  an  humble  spirit;  and  tlisf 
suppose  an  unwearied  industry,  natural  good  sense,  a  sound  judgment,  sod  S 
ready  apprehension.  Indispensable  as  is  the  religious  character  to  serve  ss  s 
foundation  for  them,  it  does  not  comprise  them-  They  do  not  con^st  in  good 
reading  or  writing,  or  in  literary  or  scientific  attainments,  however  great.  1  am 
detailing  the  experience  of  more  than  one  training  institution  when  I  bear  tes- 
timony to  the  fact,  that  they  may  be  hidden  under  a  rude  aspect,  and  he  asso- 
ciated with  uncultivated  manners  and  limited  acquirements." 

The  error  has  not  been  confined  to  the  admission  of  students,  but  bas 
extended  to  their  subsequent  education.  Not  only  has  little  care  been 
taken  to  select  men  with  a  natural  aptitude  for  teaching,  but  the  cultiva- 
tion of  that  aptitude  has  also  been  neglected.  The  ruling  idea  seems  to 
have  been,  to  cram  into  the  students  as  much  technical  knowledge  as 
they  could  receive  ;  the  greater  their  capacity  for  it,  the  more  have  ih%J 
been  crammed.  We  must  do  these  officers  tbe  justice  to  acknowledge 
that  their  efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  very  successful.  It  bas  l)een 
no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  turn  out  men  who  had  thoroughly  mas- 
tered the  differential  calculus,  and  others  who  had  gained  a  respectable 
knowledge  of  the  ancient  languages.  There  can  be  no  reason  why  ele- 
mentary schoolmasters  should  not  possess  these  acquirements,  supposing 
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that  they  have  a  natural  aptness  for  teaching,  and  that  this  aptness  has 
received  due  development  by  means  of  practice  and  instruction  in  the 
best  methods  of  communicating  knowledge,  and  in  the  management  of  a 
school.  We  are  rather  of  opinion,  as  we  stated  in  the  commencement  of 
this  Article,  that  the  man  who  combines  both  these  qualifications  will  make 
the  most  perfect  teacher.  But  we  do  not  find,  as  a  general  rule,  that  those 
who  leave  the  training  schools  with  the  greatest  acquirements  couple  with 
these  acquirements  the  other  and  more  essential  qualification.  They  do 
not  make  the  best  teachers  when  they  come  into  charge  of  schools ;  we 
should  be  almost  justified  in  asserting  that  the  contrary  had  generally  been 
the  case. 

The  object  which  has  lured  the  managers  of  training  schools  into  this 
course,  which  has  led  them  unconsciously  to  sacrifice  some  of  the  best  inter- 
ests of  elementary  education  at  the  very  time  when  they  were  strenuously 
and  sincerely  endeavouring  to  serve  it,  is  sufficiently  apparent.  Few  of  these 
institutions  have  been  adequately  supported,  and  they  have  only  been 
maintained  by  appeals  to  the  public,  to  which  they  ought  not  to  have 
been  driven.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  only  natural  that  the 
managers  should  be  eager  to  secure  for  their  several  establishments  the 
annual  grants  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  and  that  they 
should,  as  a  means  towards  this  end,  make  every  effort  to  qualify  their 
students  for  obtaining  the  certificates  of  merit  upon  which  these  grants 
are  contingent. 

This  would  appear  to  throw  the  blame  upon  the  Committee  of  Council. 
Was  it  sufficient,  in  order  that  the  students  might  succeed  in  obtaining 
certificates,  that  they  should  have  reached  a  certain  standard  of  attain- 
ments ?     Let  us  see  how  the  case  stands  as  regards  their  Lordships. 

We  are  bound  to  admit  that  the  certificates  of  merit  have  taken  more 
cognizance  of  attainments  than  of  skill  in  the  art  of  teaching.  Sufficient 
pains  do  not  appear  to  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  whether  the  candi- 
dates gave  evidence  of  this  special  and  all-important  qualification  for  the 
profession  in  which  they  were  to  be  certified  by  no  less  an  authority  than 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 

The  only  test  which  was  adopted,  with  this  object,  at  least  for  some 
time,  was  that  of  requiring  each  candidate  to  teach  a  class  in  the  presence 
of  the  inspector ;  and  this  was  necessarily  an  imperfect,  and  therefore  to 
some  extent  a  deceptive  one.  It  could  not  reach  qualities  which  require 
time  for  their  exhibition,  but  which  are  not  the  least  valuable  in  the 
teacher's  character — such  as  zeal,  patience,  and  perseverance.  It  gave  no 
evidence  of  the  candidate's  skill  in  the  organization,  discipline,  and  gene- 
ral management  of  a  school.  Nor  was  it  even  a  proper  criterion  of  his 
ability  to  conduct  a  single  class,  for  an  artificial  degree  of  order  and  atten- 
tion was  established  by  the  presence  of  the  inspector  and  the  other  can- 
didates, and  by  the  general  character  of  the  occasion.  A  man  might 
give  a  very  good  lesson,  under  such  circumstances,  who  would  be  compa- 
ratively inefficient  as  the  master  of  a  school ;  while  another,  who  had  more 
of  the  real  stuff  of  a  teacher  in  him,  might,  from  nervousness  or  some 
other  temporary  cause,  entirely  break  down.  The  very  same  atmosphere 
of  excitement  which  will  call  forth  a  display  from  one  man  will  cause  con- 
fusion and  failure  to  another. 

The  examination  papers,  therefore,  had  the  chief  weight  in  determining 
the  result  of  the  examination.  Certificates  were  granted  to  young  students 
who  had  had  no  experience  as  schoolmasters,  who  might  or  might  not 
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turn  out  to  be  good  teachers,  who  in  some  casei  actually  proved  ioefii- 
ei^nt  in  the  discWge  of  the  duties  of  their  profestipQ.  la  this  way  many 
an  untried  student  obtained  a  higher  certificate  than  other  eandidatss 
(whether  students  in  training  colleges  or  masters  eaaroined  at  the  diatrict 
ei^aminations)  who,  though  not  so  far  advanced  in  technical  knowledge, 
were  experienced,  skilful,  and  tealous  teachers. 

We  by  no  means  think  that  there  was  any  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  to  overrate  the  importance  of  a  high  standard 
of  attainments  for  elementary  schoolmasters.  We  believe  the  error  arose 
simply  from  defective  arrangements.  So  soon  as  these  things  were  repre- 
sented to  the  Committee,  their  Lordships  took  steps  with  a  view  to  prevent 
the  abuse  in  future.  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  instructions 
addresed  to  the  inspectors  by  the  Secretary,  in  November,  1849,  will  ex- 
plain what  these  steps  were : — 

"Complaints  from  various  quar);^ri9>  an4  emong  ^  nest  from  several  of  U$r 
Majest/s  inspectors,  h^ve  h^en  8ul)mi]tte4  to  my  Lords  concerning  tke  advan- 
tage which  students  have  over  older  candidates  in  examinations  for  certificates 
qf  merit,  and  of  the  discrepancy  which  is  sometimes  found  to  result,  in  the  case 
of  the  holder  (possibly  of  a  high  certificate),  between  his  merits  as  therein  set 
fordi  and  his  real  efficiency  as  a  teacher  in  an  elementary  school  for  the  poor. 
My  Lords  are  sensible  that  these  eomplaiats  are  not  without  foundation,  and, 
with  a  view  to  removing  the  cause  of  them,  my  Lords  propose  in  future  tbat, 
while  the  Christmas  examinations  for  certificates  of  merit  are  held,  the  class  lists 
published,  and  grants  made  to  training  schools  on  account  of  their  successful 
students,  as  at  present,  nevertheless  no  parchment  certificate  shall  be  issued  to 
any  candidate  until  he  shall  have  been  at  least  one  year  in  actual  charge  of  a 
school,  and  shall  have  been  favourably  reported  on  in  that  capacity  by  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  inspectors.  By  this  plan  my  Lords  trust  that  due  encouragement 
and  distinction  for  mental  attainments  may  be  given  by  the  class  list ;  while  the 
actual  producil^e  certificate  is  reserved  for  those  cases  only  in  which  the  attain- 
myents  have  been  successfully  applied  to  practice." 

While  we  regard  this  as  a  satisfactory  assuraxice  that  their  Lordships 
duly  estimate  the  qualifications  which  are  necessary  in  a  schoolmaster  for 
the  poor,  we  cannot  consider  jthat  the  course  adopted  is  much  less  liable  to 
objection  than  the  former  one.  The  actual  possession  of  a  certificate  by 
an  inefficient  teacher  is  not  in  itself  so  great  ap  evil  as  the  tendency  w^icb, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  awarding  of  certificates  to  such  men  produces  in  the 
training  schools.  This,  we  conceive,  is  not  diminished  but  rather  increased 
by  the  present  course.  As  far  as  the  training  school  is  concerned,  the 
withholding  of  the  certificate  does  not  make  the  slightest  difiference ;  it 
only  affects  the  individual  student  after  he  leaves  the  institution.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  placing  of  the  student's  name  on  the  class  list  not  only 
entitles  the  training  school  to  the  same  benefits  to  which  the  receipt  of  a 
certificate  formerly  did,  but  actually  recognises  the  plan  of  awarding 
grants,  if  not  certificates,  on  account  of  mental  acquirements  only.  Be- 
sides, by  placing  his  name  on  the  class  list,  a  position  as  a  certificated 
schoolmaster  is  assigned  to  the  student,  and  the  most  important  element 
in  the  teacher's  qualifications  is  thus  acknowledged  to  have  no  weight  in 
determining  the  class  of  the  certificate,  to  be  in  fact  a  secondary  matter.  It 
is  taken  for  granted  that,  as  a  general  rule,  all  students  will  be  found  to 
possess  this  quality,  and  that  they  will  all  possess  it  in  the  same  degree. 
This  cannot  do  otherwise  than  have  the  effect  of  lessening  the  value  of  na- 
tural capacity  for  teaching  and  of  j^ofessiooal  traipi^g  in  the  ey^  of  both 
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fltadents  and  inaiiagers.  The  students,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  are  generally 
too  prone,  without  any  such  stimulus,  to  despise  teaching  as  a  thing 
which  requires  no  pains  to  learn,  and  to  give  their  whole  attention  to  the 
acquisition  of  technical  knowledge,  thus  losing  sight  of  the  real  object  of 
their  training.  But  the  awarding  of  certificates  for  attainments  only,  or 
nearly  so,  puts  a  premium  upon  the  error,  and  must  even  make  it  difficult 
for  the  masters  of  these  institutions  to  secure  the  students'  attention  to 
matters  connected  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching.  Their  first 
object  is  to  gain  by  acquirements  a  high  position  on  the  class  list.  They 
▼ery  naturally  flatter  themselves  that  they  are  not  likely  to  forfeit  this, 
when  they  have  once  got  it,  by  any  deficiency  in  practical  skill. 

Mr.  Moseley  has  proposed  to  the  Committee  of  Council,  in  order  to 
remedy  this  evil,  that  the  grants  should  be  made  to  the  training  schools 
irrespectively  of  certificates  of  merit,  and  that  the  students  should  not  be 
examined  for  certificates  till  they  are  actually  schoolmasters.  This  is 
obviously  the  proper  course,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  their  Lordships  will  adopt 
it.  The  examination  at  the  training  school  will  then  be  only  recognised 
as  preliminary  and  subsidiary  to  the  final  trial,  in  which  teaching  power 
would  have  due  weight  in  fixing  the  candidate's  position  as  a  certificated 
schoolmaster.  It  has  been  suggested  by  some  that  the  certificates  should 
be  called  certificates  of  attainment,  not  certificates  of  merit.  But  this 
would  be  to  give  up  the  object  of  the  certificates  altogether,  and  would  be 
unfair  to  those  to  whom  they  have  been  awarded  on  account  of  the  real 
merit  which  they  ought  to  represent. 

The  same  tendency  as  that  which  we  have  pointed  out  in  the  training 
colleges,  has  also  shown  itself  to  a  very  considerable  extent  in  the  selection 
of  pupil  teachers.  Many  of  them  have  been  chosen  by  the  managers,  and 
presented  to  the  inspector  for  examination,  simply  because  they  were  for- 
ward in  their  learning,  without  the  slightest  reference  to  their  liking  or 
ability  for  teaching.  We  have  frequently  gone  into  elementary  schools, 
and  seen  a  pupil  teacher  labouring  long  and  ineffectually  to  explain  to  the 
scholars  a  simple  matter,  which  another  boy,  with  less  knowledge  perhaps, 
but  with  more  of  the  teacher,  would  render  perfectly  clear  and  intelligible 
to  them  in  a  few  minutes.  No  where  is  the  distinction  between  those  who 
possess  natural  ability  for  teaching  and  those  who  do  not  more  strongly 
brought  out  than  in  pupil  teachers  or  monitors.  Culture  may  do  much 
towards  removing  such  distinctions,  and  they  are  therefore  less  perceptible 
in  adults;  but  the  young  teacher  has  only  his  natural  talent  to  depend 
upon. 

The  Minutes  of  1846  fixed  a  certain  standard  of  instruction  which  the 
pupil  teacher  was  to  attain  by  the  end  of  each  successive  year  of  his 
apprenticeship.  The  inspector  came  at  the  end  of  each  year,  and  ex- 
amined him  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  he  had  reached  the  standard  for 
that  year,  and  whether  the  progress  of  the  school  was  satisfactory.  This 
seemed  to  be  the  principal  thing.  His  skill  in  teaching  was  only  tested,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  candidate  for  a  certificate,  by  his  having  to  teach  a  class 
before  the  inspector.  All  this  could  not  fail  to  create  an  idea  in  the  minds 
of  managers,  teachers,  and  parents,  that  knowledge  was  the  only  thing 
requisite  for  the  pupil  teacher,  or  at  any  rate  the  only  thing  which  the 
Committee  of  Council  deemed  requisite.  The  alarm  that  was  spread  by 
some  of  the  friends  of  education  in  consequence  of  this  apparent  tendency, 
and  the  pastoral  letter  which  was  sent  by  their  Lordships  to  the  managers 
of  schools  with  the  object  of  quieting  this  alarm,  are  fresh  in  the  memory 
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of  all  who  have  watched  the  progress  of  elementary  education  of  late 
years.  By  this  letter  the  country  was  assured  of  their  Lordships*  anxiety 
that  due  importance  should  be  attached  to  the  religious  and  moral  con- 
duct of  the  pupil  teachers,  and  to  their  aptitude  for  teaching  (which  is 
what  we  have  now  more  particularly  to  do  with). 

After  all,  the  responsibility  in  the  selection  of  pupil  teachers  rests 
mainly  with  the  masters  and  managers  of  the  schools.  The  inspectors 
visit  must  of  necessity  be  chiefly  occupied  with  the  examination  of  the 
scholars  and  the  pupil  teachers.  He  can  only  allot  one  day  on  an  average 
to  the  inspection  of  each  school,  and  this  is  barely  sufficient  for  the  ex- 
amination alone.  For  the  rest,  he  must  trust  to  the  representations  of  the 
master  and  the  managers.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  very  import- 
ant that  these  parties  should  be  sensible  of  the  responsibility  they  iDCur 
in  selecting  pupil  teachers.  They  ought  to  be  careful  to  select  none  but 
those  who  give  decided  indications  of  fitness  for  the  office.  By  no  means 
should  favouritism  or  patronage  be  allowed  to  regulate  their  choice. 
Every  thing  depends  upon  the  selection.  If  a  lad  is  once  admitted  to 
apprenticeship,  he  is  pretty  sure  to  be  carried  on  through  the  whole  period, 
so  long  as  he  has  the  requisite  knowledge,  however  deficient  in  teaching 
power ;  and  he  may  also  be  admitted  into  a  normal  school,  as  we  have 
seen,  according  to  the  present  system,  and  pass  through  the  course  of 
training  there  with  tolerable  success,  irrespectively  of  this  qualifiation.  It 
is  only  when  he  comes  into  charge  of  a  school  on  his  own  account  that  he 
really  discovers  that  neither  is  the  work  congenial  to  his  mind,  nor  is  he 
fit  for  the  work.  He  may  then  probably  abandon  the  profession ;  and 
thus  all  the  money  which  has  been  spent  upon  his  training  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  by  the  friends  of  education,  goes  for  nothing,  as  far  as  the 
immediate  object  of  its  expenditure  is  concerned.  If  he  remains  a 
teacher,  he  mismanages  his  school,  and  keeps  a  better  man  out  of  the 
profeission.  In  either  case,  he  is  a  drawback  to  the  cause  of  popular  edu- 
cation. We  always  regretted  that  the  Committee  of  Council  had  held  out 
hopes  to  such  persons  of  appointments  under  the  civil  Government.  We 
are  glad  to  see  that  the  expectation  of  such  appointments  is  now  dis- 
couraged. 

There  is  now  less  excuse  than  ever  for  the  indiscriminate  admission  of 
candidates  as  pupil  teachers,  or  as  students  in  training  schools,  as  there  is 
'  no  longer  any  lack  of  either.  Mr.  Moseley  has  shown,  in  his  last  report, 
that  the  present  training  schools  and  those  which  are  in  progress  are  suffi- 
cient to  supply  the  demand  for  masters,  and  that  the  number  of  pupil 
teachers  already  apprenticed  is  sufficient  to  supply  the  training  schools 
with  students.  The  training  and  pupil  teacher  systems  have  thus  reached 
their  limit  for  the  present,  and  will  be  incapable  of  extension  until  the  de- 
mand for  masters  has  increased  in  consequence  of  the  erection  of  more 
schools.  The  managers  of  elementary  schools,  and  the  principals  of 
training  institutions,  have  it  in  their  power,  therefore,  to  exercise  greater 
circumspection  in  the  selection  of  the  pupil  and  student  teachers  who  are 
eventually  to  supply  this  limited  demand. 
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ON  THE  MORAL  AND  SPIRITUAL  CONDITION  OF  BOYS. 

In  all  ages  of  the  world  the  season  of  youth  has  been  considered  the 
great  seed-time  of  life.     In  the  natural  world  no  long  time  elapses  before 
the  seed  begins  to  spring  up  and  show  itself;  the  husbandman  soon  knows 
where  he  may  look  for  a  moderate — where  for  an  abundant — ^harvest.  Very 
diflferenty  meanwhile,  is  the  case  in  the  moral  world.    The  period  imme- 
diately following  the  time  of  sowing  is  here  the  most  hopeless,  the  most 
thickly  beset  with  weeds.     In  point  of  fact,  no  period  of  life  brings  to 
those  placed  in  authority  so  much  anxiety  and  discouragement  as  that 
when  the  boy  is  just  approaching  the  age  of  manhood — the  period  when 
some  are  going  forth  to  trades,  or  the  more  laborious  occupations,  some  to 
professions,  and  others  to  the  Universities.     While  at  school,  he  is  nomi- 
nally or  really  under  the  superintendence  and  guidance  of  masters  and 
tutors ;  he  has  about  him  those  who  are  responsible  in  some  measure  for  his 
conduct.     But  whenjthis  influence  is  gone  or  going — when  he  is  nearly  or 
altogether  emancipated  from  the  constant  direction  of  others,  what  is  the 
young  man's  situation  then  ?  where  and  on  what  does  he  then  stand  ?  and 
how  is  he  to  be  kept  from  stumbling  in  his  onward  progress?    Alas!  we 
all  know  but  too  well,  that  his  footing  is  in  reality  but  slippery,  his  move- 
ments far  from  steady.     His  low  condition  as  regards  his  moral  and  spi* 
ritual  life  is  all  but  universally  acknowledged.     We  do  not  now  dwell  upon 
this  obvious  fact,  because  it  needs  proof,  but  because,  being  obvious,  it  re- 
quires to  be  now  and  then  brought  prominently  before  our  notice.    Neither 
do  we  produce  the  following  extract,  because  it  contains  anything  which  has 
not  occurred  over  and  over  again  to  all  who  have  the  charge  of  young 
people,  but  because  it  places  the  case  of  too  many  of  them  in  a  striking 
point  of  view,  and  will  serve  as  a  suitable  introduction  to  our  further  at- 
tempts to  unravel  this  great  mystery  of  human  life. 

In  a  sermon,  entitled  "  Young  Men  exhorted,"  the  condition  of  this  age 
is  described  by  the  following  emphatic  questions  and  answers : — 

"  Let  us  ask  any  faithful  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  mark  what  he  will  tell 
us.  How  many  unmarried  young  people  can  he  reckon  up  who  come  to  the 
Lord's  supper  ?  Who  are  the  most  backward  about  means  of  grace — the  most 
irregular  about  Sunday  services — the  most  difficult  to  draw  to  weekly  lectures, 
and  prayer  meetings, — the  most  inattentive  under  preachings  at  all  times? 
Whicn  part  of  bis  congregation  fills  him  with  roost  anxiety  ?  Who  are  the 
Reubens  for  whom  he  has  the  deepest  searchings  of  heart  ?  Who  in  his  flock 
are  the  hardest  to  manage, — who  require  the  most  frequent  warnings  and  re- 
bukes,— who  occasion  him  the  greatest  uneasiness  and  sorrow,^who  keep  him 
most  constantly  in  fear  for  their  souls,  and  seem  most  hopeless  ?  Depend  on  it 
it,  his  answer  wiU  always  be — ^The  Young  Men. 

"  Let  us  ask  the  parents  in  any  parish  throughout  England,  and  see  what 
they  will  generally  say.  Who  in  their  families  give  them  most  pain  and  trou- 
ble ?  Who  need  the  most  watchfulness,  and  most  often  vex  and  disappoint 
them  ?  Who  are  the  first  to  be  led  away  from  what  is  right,  and  the  last  to 
remember  cautions  and  good  advice  ?  Who  are  the  most  difficult  to  keep  in 
order  and  bounds  ?  Who  most  frequently  break  out  into  open  sin,  disgrace  the 
name  they  bear,  make  their  friends  unhappy,  embitter  the  old  age  of  their  rela- 
tions, ana  bring  down  grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave  ?  Depend  on  it,  the 
answer  will  generally  be-*The  Young  Men. 

"  Let  us  turn  to  the  upper  classes,  and  mark  the  report  we  shall  get  from 
them.  In  one  famUy — the  sons  are  always  wasting  time,  health,  and  monejr,  in 
the  selfish  pursuit  of  pleasure.  In  another — the  sons  will  follow  no  profession, 
and  fritter  away  the  most  precious  years  of  their  life  in  doing  nothing.  In 
another — they  take  up  a  profession  as  a  mere  form,  but  pay  no  attention  to  its 
duties.    In  another — ^they  are  always  forming  wrong  connections,  gambling. 
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getting  into  debt,  associating  with  bad  companions,  keeping  their  friends  in  a 
constant  fever  of  atixietjr.  AMs  I  nidk«  aftd  tttte,  and  weahbi  and  editcstioli,  do 
not  prevent  these  things.  Anxious  fathers,  and  heart-broken  mothers,  and  sor- 
imHng  sisters,  conld  tell  sad  tales  about  them,  if  the  trtith  were  known. 
Many  a  family,  with  every  thing  this  world ^an  give,  nilmbers  among  its  CDtt« 
sections  some  name  that  is  D«ver  tenled^  of  only  named  with  regret  and  sbaiite, 
—some  son,  some  brother,  some  coasin,  some  nephew^  who  will  have  hie  own 
way,  and  is  a  grief  to  all  who  know  him.  There  is  seldom  a  rich  family  whkh 
has  not  got  some  thorn  in  its  side,  some  blot  in  its  page  of  hf^piness,  some  con- 
stant source  of  pain  and  anxiety ;  and  often,  far  too  often,  is  not  this  the  tn» 
cause — ^The  Young  Men  ? " 

This  is  indeed  a  frightful  picture — we  wish  we  could  say  that  it  wasrery 
much  too  highly  coloured.  Perhaps  we  shall  be  told  that  this  is  the  evi- 
dence of  a  preacher,  of  an  excitable  and  enthusiastic  temperament  3  whose 
knowledge  at  all  events  has  been  derived  from  one  or  two  parishes*  I7n« 
happily  we  need  not  confine  ourselves  to  one  witness.  Men  who  have 
made  the  training  and  education  of  the  youngs  and  those  too/rom  all  parts 
of  the  country,  the  great  study  and  business  of  their  lives,  tell  us  the  same 
or  a  very  similar  story.  Dr.  Arnold  was  the  first,  we  believe,  or  among  the 
first,  who  systematically  delivered  sermons  to  his  pupils.  We  have  ever 
regarded  this  as  a  great  era  in  the  history  of  Christian  education ;  and 
right  glad  are  we,  whenever  we  observe  the  same  practice  followed  else- 
where. Arnold  addressed  his  discourses  to  boys  as  boys.  This  was  his 
peculiarity.  And  in  order  to  do  this  effectually,  he  was  led  to  study  atten- 
tively their  moral  and  spiritual  state ;  and  perhaps  no  man  ever  studied 
them  with  more  success.  The  evidence  of  this  master  in  the  training  art 
only  confirms  the  opinion  already  expressed — namely,  how  difficult  it  is  to 
deal  successfully  with  the  age  with  which  we  have  here  to  do.  Evidence  in- 
deed it  can  hardly  be  called ;  a  feeling,  a  kind  of  assurance  of  the  truth 
we  are  anxious  to  illustrate  lies  at  the  foundation  of  almost  all  he  says :  the 
truth  itself  he  rather  everywhere  assumes  than  distinctly  states.  And  yet 
he  has  not  altogether  left  us  without  a  passage  or  two  specific  enough 
for  our  present  purpose.     For  instance,  he  says : — 

"  You  know  not  yet,  nor  can  know,  the  immense  importance  of  that  period  of 
life  on  which  many  of  you  are  entering  or  have  just  entered.  You  are  coming, 
or  come,  to  what  majr  be  called  the  second  beginning  of  life,  to  which,  in  the 
common  course  of  thmgs,  there  will  succeed  no  third.  Ignorance,  absence  of 
temptation,  the  presence  of  all  good  impressions,  constitute  mueh  of  the  inno- 
cence of  mere  childhood — ^so  beautiful  while  it  lasts^  so  sure  to  be  soon  blighted ! 
It  is  blighted  in  the  first  experience  of  life,  most  commonly  when  a  boy  first 

goes  to  school.  Then  his  mere  innocence,  which  indeed  he  may  be  said  to 
ave  worn  rather  instinctively  than  by  choice,  becomes  grievously  polluted. 
Then  come  the  hardness,  the  coarseness,  the  intense  selfishness ;  sometimes  too 
the  falsehood,  the  cruelty  of  the  boy ;  then  comes  that  period  so  trying  to  the 
faith  of  parents,  when  all  their  early  care  seems  blasted ;  when  the  vineyard 
which  they  had  fenced  so  tenderly  seems  all  despoiled  and  trodden  uitder  foot. 
It  is  indeed  a  discouraging  season." 

And  in  another  place  he  gives  us  one  Intelligible  form,  iti  which  the  un- 
fortunate condition  of  things  not  tinfrequeritly  developes  itself: — 

"  One  thing  in  which  this  low  standard  fearfuHy  tfhours  itself,  I  cdtiliot  but 
take  this  occasion  of  mentioning.  I  have  observed  from  time  to  time  thki  the 
sin  of  falsehood  is  not  considered  aiiiong  you  so  b&tefut  ast  Christ's  religion 
teaches  us  to  regard  it ;  or  even  as  the  common  notions  of  worldly  honour,  in 
this  respect  most  true  in  their  judgment,  estimate  it  amongst  men  in  the  world. 
it  is  really  awfai  to  witness  the  quantity  of  ditfect  falsehood,  of  equitocatidtl, 
unfair  eoDcealmenti  false  represehtai^i^s,  and  ^  the  tram  of  shikuar  Iricked- 
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iiH999,  ai  #lii«h  tcw  tMttf  0f  fon  cdtiCHfMlljr  alloir  yottftelrM  to  be  giiUtf^ 
Your  aim  seems  to  be,  not  to  tell  the  truth,  but  to  steer  dexterously  between  m 
truth  and  a  lie.  And  this  is  as  foolish  as  it  is  wieked.  It  is  impossible  to  steer 
between  them  $  for  he  who  once  allows  himself  any  other  object  than  the  truth 
— who  suffers  himself  to  try  to  make  his  neighbour  believe  something  which  is 
not  exactly  the  real  fair  state  of  the  case — is  already  a  liar  in  his  heart.  The 
real  guilt  of  falsehood  consists  in  the  attempt  to  disguise  the  truth,  that  is,  td 
deceive,  and  it  matters  not  by  what  form  of  words  this  object  is  to  be  e£fected ; 
whether  it  be  by  equivocating,  or  concealing,  or  misrepresenting,  or  by  direct 
lying." 

The  present  master  of  Harrow  was  one  of  Dr,  Arnold's  favourite  pit-* 
pils.  He  ranks  among  the  inost  accurate  classfcal  scholars  of  our  dajf 
as  well  as,  we  hope  we  May  be  permitted  to  add,  among  the  most  earriest- 
ininded  and  enlightened  Christians.  It  was  with  no  smalt  degree  of  thank- 
fulness that  we  observed  his  appointment  to  the  mastershipof  one  ofour 
most  popular  and  influential  schools.  Following  in  the  steps  of  his  friend 
and  tutor,  Dr.  Vaughan  published  last  summer  two  discourses,  which  we 
propose  to  use  in  advancing  our  present  object.  They  itere  addressed 
principally  to  those  of  his  pupils  who  were  on  the  point  of  entering  the 
Universities;  and  they  contain  a  most  solemn  warning  to  all  who  &r^ 
similarly  circumstanced,  and  d  fortiori  to  all  who  have  to  prepare  young 
men  for  the  same  perilous  and  searching  career.  While  the  former  quota- 
tions aim  at  describing  the  moral  condition  of  the  young  man,  these  will  be 
found  to  have  a  more  particular  reference  to  their  spiritual  state  and 
danger.     In  the  former  of  the  discourses  we  have  mentioned  he  writes  :-^ 

'*  No  one  will  deny  that  independence  is,  within  due  limits,  a  virtue.  If 
nothing  is  so  odious  as  servility,  few  things  can  be  imagined  more  admirable, 
toore  prtdseworthy,  than  the  spitit  of  a  free  man ;  of  otxe  who  uses  the  reason 
and  conscience  which  God  has  given  him,  so  as'  to  direct  his  own  steps  as  a 
being  morally  responsible — accountable  to  God  and  not  to  man.  God  cannot 
be  honoured — we  feel  instinctively — by  a  faith  of  mere  credulity,  or  a  life  of 
mere  conformity.  Such  a  faith,  such  a  life,  may  suit  the  age  of  childhood, 
when  God  speaks  to  us  through  others,  and  delegates  for  the  time  to  an  earthly 
parent  his  own  claim  upon  our  obedience.  But  this  condition  cannot  last.  The 
children  of  one  generation  are  to  be  the  parents  of  the  titti :  they  must  be 
qualified  for  that  position  by  the  realization^  the  appropriation,  df  thai  which  at 
first  was  external,  atithdritative,  and  imposed.  The  transition  from  the  one 
stat«  to  the  other  must  be  effected  in  early  manhood.  The  period  upon  which 
80  many  of  you  are  now  about  to  enter  is  the  proper  and  natural  time  for  com- 
pleting this  transition.  And  it  can  only  be  effected  by  a  process  of  individual 
reflection — gradual,  often  painful — causing  for  the  time  a  sense  of  doubt  and 
unsettlement,  harder  to  bear  than  the  heaviest  of  afflictions,  and  precarious  in 
its  early  consequences  beyond  the  reach  of  decisive  anticipation.  This  state 
must  be  gone  tnrough,  in  some  way  or  other,  if  a  mati  iflf  ever  to  hate  a  faith 
or  life  of  his  own.  Doubtless,  many  evade  it.  They  cHng  to  foregone  conclu- 
sions, to  the  lessons  of  childhood,  to  the  opinions  of  parents,  to  a  few  principles 
gathered  from  the  teaching  of  the  pulpit  or  the  conversation  of  their  equals ; 
and,  either  from  indifference  to  serious  subjects,  or  from  the  absence  of  strong 
passions,  or  from  a  dread  of  the  possible  consequences  of  investigation,  or 
under  the  influence  of  mistaken  warnings  as  to  the  danger  of  presumption  and 
self-confldence,  pass  on  into  life  without  any  formed  opinions  at  all,  to  be  at  the 
mercy  of  companions  and  circumstances  for  the  very  continuance  of  their  faith 
and  hope.'' 

We  have  here,  it  may  be  observed,  the  case  of  the  better  part  of  that 
portion  of  the  rising  generation  which  is  frequently  designated  in  Arnold's 
writings  as  "the  dull  boy,"  who,  according  to  him,  "has  much  more 
sympathy  with  the  uneducated  and  others  to  whom  animal  enjoyments  are 
all  in  all,^  and  of  whom  he  is  asserted  to  have  sard,  *'  I  am  sure  that 
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case  of  boys  the  temptations  of  intellect  are  not  comparable  with  the  temp- 
tations of  d  ulness.' ' 

The  temptations  of  the  intellect  however  are  not  to  be  here  disre- 
garded ;  neither  in  fact  were  they  disregarded  by  the  great  men  whose 
names  we  have  introduced.  For  in  the  very  next  page  Dr.  Vaughan 
adds : — 

"  And  it  is  needless  to  show  how  anxious,  how  critical  a  time  this  must  be. 
So  many  influences  may  be  at  work,  to  warp  or  to  bribe  the  judgment.  Even 
without  supposing  that  any  formed  habits  of  sin  have  made  it  a  man's  interest 
to  decide  against  the  claims  of  Revelation,  there  are  yet  many  impediments  to 
its  full  and  final  admission.  There  is  a  sense  of  power,  which  rebels  against  the 
notion  of  a  limited  intellect,  an  imperfect  vision,  an  infirm  and  biased  will. 
Yet  these  suppositions  are  the  very  postulates  of  Revelation.  If  man  could  have 
taught  and  saved  himself,  what  need  existed  for  the  interposition  of  God? 
There  is  an  idea  of  liberty,  too,  in  the  exercise  of  the  human  judgment  upon  the 
things  of  God.  To  accept  this  (loctrine  and  reject  that ;  to  decide  that  an 
opinion  or  a  practice  which  we  have  long  maintained  under  authority,  is  a  super- 
stitious or  needless  restraint ;  to  relax,  point  by  point,  the  stringency  of  obliga- 
tions in  which  from  early  childhood  we  have  been  taught  to  acquiesce ;— all  this 
is  very  attractive  to  a  young  man  who  is  rising  daily  to  the  consciousness  of 
strength,  and  has  not  been  instructed,  by  long  and  bitter  experience,  in  the  op- 
l>osite  lesson  of  his  own  weakness." 

By  all  of  this  we  have  placed  before  us  the  dangers  and  condition,  mo- 
rally and  spiritually,  of  that  important  class,  the  young  who  are  approach- 
ing the  age  of  manhood.  Is  this  a  state  in  which  we  must  necessarily  ac- 
quiese  ?  Is  it  utterly  hopeless  of  help  or  improvement  ?  Are  we  who  are 
interested  as  parents  or  instructors  to  sit  quietly  by,  and  neither  move  a 
foot  nor  lift  a  finger  to  stay  or  warn,  to  support  or  guide  ?  or,  to  repeat  our 
question,  Can  anything  be  done  to  improve  the  moral  and  spiritual  condition 
of  boys  at  or  approaching  that  age  ? 

In  the  Book  of  books  our  principal  direction  towards  this  object  runs 
thus :  <'  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go :  and  when  he  is  old,  he 
will  not  depart  from  it."  Is  there  not  hope  in  this  ?  Would  this  direction 
have  been  given  us,  if  it  was  never  to  be  attended  with  a  blessing — with 
some  degree  at  all  events  of  success? 

Again,  the  Church  of  England  has  not  been  behindhand  in  providing 
efiBcient  help,  as  for  other  emergencies,  so  also  for  this  critical  portion  of 
Christian  life.  The  solemn  rite  of  Confirmation  is  appointed  to  be  used  at 
this  very  crisis.  And,  when  we  seriously  reflect  on  the  matter,  what  could 
be  imagined  more  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  more  conducive  to  spiritual 
health  and  strength,  than  the  hearty  preparation  for  and  faithful  reception 
of  this  sacred  ordinance,  whereby  those  that  were  children,  **  being  now 
come  to  the  years  of  discretion,  and  having  learned  what  their  godfathers 
and  godmothers  promised  for  them  in  Baptism,  may  themselves,  with  their 
own  mouth  and  consent,  openly  before  the  Church,  ratify  and  confirm  the 
flame;  and  also  promise,  that  by  the  grace  of  God  they  will  evermore  en- 
deavour themselves,  faithfully  to  observe  such  things  as  they,  by  their  own 
confession,  have  assented  unto."  At  the  same  time  it  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  this  ordinance  is  not  always  turned  to  the  most  profitable  account. 
Boys,  we  believe,  are  much  less  influenced  by  it  than  girls.  The  prepara- 
tion beforehand  is  in  their  case  probably  not  quite  so  personal :  the  exami- 
nation less  searching.  If  the  boys  present  themselves — and  this  they  may 
do  for  many  reasons  besides  a  sincere  desire  to  profit  by  the  occasion — and 
their  intellectual  acquaintance  with  the  meaning  of  the  rite,  with  the  cate- 
chism, and  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  Christianity  be  satisfactory,  by 
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many  very  little  more  is  attempted.  And  well  it  will  be  for  such  recipients, 
if  they  do  not  become  more  hard  and  careless,  instead  of  ''  endeavouring 
themselves  faithfully  to  perform  such  things  as  they  by  their  own  confes- 
sion have  assented  unto    in  words. 

But  can  nothing  be  done  in  addition  to  this,  even  where  we  hope  it  is 
rightly  received?  If  the  facts  of  th^  case  be,  as  has  been  set  forth**a8 
indeed  is  generally  felt, — can  we,  who  are  entrusted  with  the  office  of 
"  training  up  the  young,"  do  nothing  towards  ameliorating  a  stale  of  things 
so  awful  ?  At  best  the  preparation  for  Confirmation  occupies  but  a  few 
weeks  of  a  young  man's  life.  Can  we  attempt  nothing  of  a  more  perma- 
nent character — nothing  to  establish  a  habit  of  right  feeling  and  right  con- 
duct ?  Surely  the  influence  of  the  tutor  for  good  is  not  yet  altogether  gone. 
If  it  were  so,  in  spite  of  the  now  common  notion  of  keeping  secular  and 
religious  instruction  separate,  the  glory  of  our  office  is  indeed  departed. 
But  it  is  not  so  :  and  he  has  done  nothing  deserving  the  name  of  education, 
who  has  merely  informed  the  understanding,  and  has  taken  no  pains  to 
control  the  will,  to  enlighten  the  conscience,  and  to  bring  both  into  sub- 
jection to  the  revealed  will  of  God.  Rather  let  us  gird  ourselves  for  the 
great  work  in  which  the  Providence  of  a  watchful  God  has  engaged  us. 
Let  us  diligently  study  our  subject,  as  the  most  successful  of  our  predeces- 
sors have  done.  Difficult  though  it  may  be,  it  is  full  of  interest;  and 
moreover  it  becomes  more  interesting  the  more  carefully  it  is  studied.  Let 
the  master  have  more  personal  communication  with  those  under  his  care  : 
let  him  show,  not  once  in  a  lifetime,  but  always,  that  he  is  interested  in  them 
as  fellow-Christians  and  heirs  of  immortality,  not  merely  as  pupils  and  beings 
endowed  with  intellectual  powers.  Let  the  grand  truths  of  the  Gospel  be 
connected  in  their  minds  with  friendly  and  sympathising  intercourse  rather 
than  with  dry  hard  taskwork. 

We  have  been  ourselves  so  materially  assistedin  the  investigation  of  this — 
in  our  opinion  most  solemn — inquiry  by  an  author,  from  whom  we  had  ex- 
pected no  such  aid,  that  we  should  be  wanting  to  the  subject  and  to  our 
readers  if  we  hesitated  to  lay  before  them  a  passage,  which  has  been  of 
singular  service  to  ourselves,  and  which  can  scarcely  be  over-valued.  The 
writer  in  question  is  best  known  as  the  author  of  **  Philip  von  Artevelde :" 
and,  in  his  "  Notes  from  Life,''  he  has  favoured  the  world  with  the  following 
judicious  remarks : — 

"  But  if  the  religious  beliefs  of  a  child  be  not  [founded  in  his  reason,  what, 
it  may  be  asked,  will  become  of  them,  when  the  credulous  simplicity  of  child- 
hood shall  be  at  an  end,  and  the  thinking  faculty  shall  have  set  itself  to  work  ? 
I  answer,  that  whether  his  beliefs  have  been  founded  in  reason,  or  whether  they 
have  been  founded  in  love,  receiving  from  reason  merely  a  collateral  support, 
it  is  probable  that  if  the  child  be  of  an  active  and  inquisitive  understanding,  the 
beliefs  will  at  one  period  or  another  within  childhood  or  succeeding  it,  sustain 
some  shock  or  trial.  But  those  who  have  taken  much  note  of  human  nature 
will  have  observed,  I  think,  that  reason  is  the  weakest  part  of  it,  (God  forbid 
that  it  should  not !)  and  that  the  most  reasonable  opinions  are  seldom  held  with 
much  tenacity  unless  when  they  have  been  adopted  in  the  same  way  as  that  in 
which  prejudices  are  adopted ;  that  is,  when  they  have  been  borne  in  upon  the 
understanding  by  the  feelings.  Whilst  I  think  therefore  that  love  is  that  con- 
stituent of  faith,  of  which  a  child's  nature  is  most  capable,  I  also  believe  it  to 
be  that  groundwork  of  faith  on  which  all  nature  must  rest,  if  it  have  any  rest- 
ing-place at  all ;  and  love  therefore  inspiring  the  reason,  but  not  reduced  to  the 
reason,  must  be  so  imparted  to  the  child  as  to  animate  the  growing  and  chang- 
ing forms  of  doctrine  throughout  the  several  stages  of  childhood ;  and  when 
childhood  shall  have  been  left  behind,  it  is  this,  and  nothing  else,  that  can  be 
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cue  of  boyi  the  tempUtiont  of  intellect  arc  not  compf^  ^^^o^^^ 
tationsofdulneM."  ,      .      „        ,  '-' ATand  if  a  Btrong 

Tbe  teroplalioDi  of  the  intellect  however  ar  .  .^^bUiiiat  iterewiU 
garded  j  neither  in  fact  were  they  diaregardet"  -  Iq  „i,ich  the  spiritnil 
names  we  have  introduced.     For  in  the  ▼'        jciple  of  love  have  been 

jljjg , ■!  forms  of  doctnne  will  re< 

(hogs,  will  find  an  organic 

"  And  it  is  needless  to  show  how  sniior  roro  accidents  of  the  int^Uct, 

So  msajr  influences  may  be  at  work,  to  r  jgainst  iL    And  in  most  casea 

without  supposing  that  any  formed  hal"  j  the  more  strongly  founded  for 

to  decide  against  the  clums  of  Revel- 
its  full  and  final  admission.  There '  ,  ■„  u  ,  ■  ,  .i. 
notion  of  a  limited  intellect,  an  .  -  ^  remarks  will  be  of  service  to  those. 
Yet  these  suppositions  are  the  <^  j  serve  the  risiog  generation  in  their  most 
taught  and  saved  himself,  v  Reconfirms — we  think  that  it  also  elucidates 
There  is  an  idea  of  Itfterty,.' .  indeed  Arnold's  whole  life  and  practice  illuB- 
things  of  God.  To  ace  v<,'|_that  the  intellect  per  te  can  never  be 
opinion  or  a  practice  w^  ^W^  ^^^^  ^^  ,g^^„  ^f  1,;,  j^jiy  ^^^y^  ^^^  ^^ 

Sn  wlSch  f^^";>^i'"'  1"  "?  •»«",  *"'"•  ?''"-.     Wl-i'^  "»«  «"««""' 
jj,  ij  on  the  universality  and  serious  nature  of  the  ma- 

iti  0  prescribe  a  remedy.    After  he  had  been  speaking 

poi  lim  God's  dealings  with  the  early  ages  of  the  human 

subject  home  to  his  especial  hearers : — 

ral  to  that  earlier  and,  as  it  were,  preparatory  life,  which 

in[  manhood.    The  state  of  boyhood  begins  under  a  lav. 

qu  iddress  always  the  reason  of  a  child,  when  you  onght 

jQl  ienee.     Do  this,  do  not  do  that ;  if  you  do  this,  I  shall 

fg  ,  I  shall  pimish  you;  such  is  the  slate,  most  clearly  a 

.  we  are  and  must  be  placed  at  the  beginning  of  edn- 

esire  and  endeavour  to  see  this  state  of  law  succeeded 

ihonld  desire  so  to  unfold  the  love  of  Christ  ae  to  draw 

Q ;  WB  should  desire  so  to  raise  the  understanding  as 

p.  „  „,, by  its  own  native  tendrils,  round  the  pillar  of  truth, 

it>!'^l  requiring  to  be  bound  to  it  by  external  bands.     We  should  avoid  all 

fij^^gary  hsrshness ;  we  should  speak  and  act  with  all  possible  kindness ; 

('"^love,  rather  than  fear,  love  both  of  God  and  man,  is  the  motive  which 

f^^cularly  wish  to  awaken.    Thus,  keeping  punishment  in  the  backgroond, 

'j  u  >'  were,  out  of  sight,  and  putting  forward  encouragement  and  kindaev, 

^  ^ould  attract,  as  it  were,  the  good  and  noble  feehngs  of  those  with  whom 

"J  «re  dealing,  and  invite  them  to  open,  and  to  answer  to,  a  system  of  confi- 

jeace  and  kindness,  rather  than  risk  the  chilling  and  hardening  of  them  by  a 

,Mtem  of  mistrust  and  severity." 

And  when  such  a  system  has  been  successfully  carried  out,  how  heartily 
and  cheeringly  he  describes  the  happy  result  I 

"  There  is  a  time,"  he  tells  his  pupils,  "  many  of  vou  must  have  arrived  at  it 
— when  thought  and  inquiry  awaken ;  when  out  of  the  mere  chaos  of  boyhood, 
the  elements  of  the  future  character  of  the  man  begin  to  appear.  Blessed  are 
they  for  whom  the  confusion  and  disarray  c^  thur  boyish  life  is  quickened  into 
a  true  life  by  the  moving  of  tbe  Spirit  of  God !  Blessed  are  they  for  whom  the 
beginnings  of  thought  and  inquiry  are  the  begieniogs  also  of  laith  and  love; 
when  the  new  character  receives  as  it  is  forming  the  Christian  seed,  and  the 
man  is  also  the  Christian.  And  then  this  secon a  beginning  of  life  resting  on 
futh  and  conscious  principle,  and  not  on  mere  passive  innocence,  stands  sore  for 
the  middle  and  the  end ;  those  who  so  watch  and  pray  as  to  escape  out  of  tfati 
critical  period,  not  merely  unharmed,  but  as  it  were  set  clearly  on  tb«r  way  to 
heaven,  will,  with  God's  grace,  escape  out  of  the  things  which  shall  be&l  thei4 
afterwards,  till  they  shall  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man," 
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'4ld  that  such  results  were  more  frequent!  and  indeed  would  that 

m  described  above  were  more  frequently  adopted !    Perhaps  it 

*d  that  Arnold's  was  an  exceptional  case — that  no  man,  or  few, 

^  ''d  such  a  combination  of  knowledge,  genial  disposition,  and 

^  his  profession.     However  true  this  may  be,  it  is  very  evident 

^  would  succeed  in  Arnold's  profession  must  possess  these 
'er  or  less  degree.     If  they  cannot  exhibit  them  in  prac- 
ent,  they  must  nevertheless  be  consciously  exerting 
p  ?tion. 

.  said,  it  will  be  seen  that  as  much — nay  more — de< 
.ster  as  upon  the  boys.    He  cannot  without  the  greatest 
«  ap  himself  up  in  mystery  and  reserve,  merely  attending 

a  tine  of  lessons,  giving  them  for  school  business  a  set  of  rules 
l:s  and  seasons  to  be  observed,  and  leaving  them  in  other  respects 
.iC  tender  mercies  of  one  another — often  to  the  mercies  of  the  weakest 
and  most  worthless.  Most  unwise  would  this  course  be  even  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  merely  cultivating  the  intellect.  We  have  no  doubt  whatever, 
and  we  may  perhaps  endeavour  some  day  to  convince  our  readers  of  the 
fact — that,  other  things  being  the .  same,  the  intellectual  progress  will  be 
the  greatest  where  the  moral  training  is  most  carefully  and  most  success- 
fully maintained.  We  repeat  that,  in  spite  of  the  struggle  which  is  made, 
in  our  own  day  more  particularly,  to  separate  secular  and  religious  educa- 
tion, he  has  foolishly  abandoned  the  surest  means  of  enlarging  the  in- 
tellectual powers  and  acquirements,  in  the.  case  of  the  less  talented  boys 
especially,  who  refuses  to  cultivate  and  strengthen  their  moral  and  spiritual 
part.  And  should  he  be  called  upon,  or  should  he  have  the  opportunity 
to  address  them  as  a  preacher,  he  will  mistake  his  office  and  neglect  his 
duty,  if  he  proceed  to  address  them  as  an  ordinary  congregation  ;  let  him 
rather  speak  to  them  in  short  emphatic  discourses,  addressed  to  them  as 
boys.  This  will  be  found  to  be  the  only  way  to  attract  their  attention  to 
what  is  said,  to  enlighten  their  feelings,  and  to  influence  their  habits  and 
conduct.  Above  all,  he  would  do  well  to  take  advantage  of  any  ill-con- 
duct, or  severe  indisposition,  that  may  occur.  The  former  especially  may 
frequently  be  turned  to  excellent  account.  If  he  will  only  expect  mis- 
conduct, even  at  times  in  his  most  promising  pupils,  he  will  then  be  able 
to  use  temperately  each  occasion  as  it  arises ;  for  temperately  it  must  be 
used  in  order  to  its  being  profitable.  And  he  must  also  *'  chide  the 
offender  apaU.''  At  such  a  time  and  in  this  way  a  judicious  word  or  two 
will  bear  fruit — visible  fruit ;  and  produce  an  effect  on  the  transgressor 
which  no  other  system  would  ever  produce.  Many  a  boy  has  been 
hardened  in  a  careless,  idle,  or  even  vicious  course  of  life,  by  being  pub- 
licly punished  or  publicly  rebuked  for  a  single — it  may  be  a  first— offence. 
On  the  other  hand,  to  recur  once  more  to  that  great  storehouse  of  educa- 
tional knowledge,  Arnold's  Life,  we  find  him  saying  in  a  private  letter ; 
*'  I  believe  that  boys  may  be  governed  a  great  deal  by  gentle  methods  and 
kindness,  and  appealing  to  their  better  feelings^  if  you  show  that  you  art 
not  afraid  of  them ;  I  have  seen  great  boys,  six  feet  high,  shed  tears 
when  I  have  sent  for  them  up  into  my  room,  and  spoken  to  them  quietly, 
in  private,  for  not  knowing  their  lessons^  and  I  have  found  that  this  treat- 
ment produced  its  effects  afterwards  in  making  them  do  better.'' 

All  which  we  commend  most  heartily  to  the  attention  and  consideration 
of  our  readers.  C.  P. 
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relied  upon  to  withstand  the  rashness  of  a  youthful  intellect  flushed  hy  its  first 
discoveries.  The  struggle  will  be  great  at  this  season  in  proportion  to  the 
largeness  of  the  nature  and  the  force  of  the  elements  at  work ;  and  if  a  strong 
understanding  should  be  too  suddenly  expanded,  it  is  probable  that  there  will 
be  some  disruption  of  the  material  fabric  of  doctrine  in  which  the  spiritual 
feeling  has  hitherto  had  its  abode.  But  if  the  principle  of  love  have  been 
cherished  and  made  strong  from  the  first,  the  broken  forms  of  doctrine  will  re- 
unite, and  love,  with  whatever  strivings  and  wrestlings,  will  find  an  organic 
faith  in  which  to  set  up  its  rest,  and  secure  itself  from  accidents  of  the  intellect, 
as  well  as  from  whatsoever  the  world  can  do  against  it.  And  in  most  cases 
(though  not  in  all  unhappily)  the  faith  will  be  the  more  strongly  founded  for 
the  conflict  in  which  it  has  been  engaged." 

We  are  willing  to  hope  that  these  remarks  will  be  of  service  to  those, 
who,  like  ourselves,  are  anxious  to  serve  the  rising  generation  in  their  most 
material  interests.  The  passage  confirms — we  think  that  it  also  elucidates 
— both  Arnold  and  Vaughan.  Indeed  Arnold's  whole  life  and  practice  illus- 
trate this  doctrine  of  Taylor's — that  the  intellect  per  se  can  never  be 
trusted.  All  his  sermons  and  what  we  learn  of  his  daily  work  are  based 
upon  this  foundation.  But  let  us  hear  him  also.  While  he  entertains 
opinions,  strong  enough,  on  the  universality  and  serious  nature  of  the  ma- 
lady, he  has  not  failed  to  prescribe  a  remedy.  After  he  had  been  speaking 
about  what  seemed  to  him  God's  dealings  with  the  early  ages  of  the  human 
race,  be  thus  brings  the  subject  home  to  his  especial  hearers  : — 

"  Now  all  this  applies  to  that  earlier  and,  as  it  were,  preparatory  life,  which 
ends  not  in  death,  out  in  manhood.  The  state  of  boyhood  begins  under  a  law. 
It  is  a  great  mistake  to  address  always  the  reason  of  a  child,  when  you  ought 
rather  to  require  his  obedience.  Do  this,  do  not  do  that ;  if  you  do  this,  I  shall 
love  you ;  if  you  do  not,  I  shall  punish  you;  such  is  the  state,  most  dearly  a 
state  of  law,  under  which  we  are  and  must  be  placed  at  the  beginning  of  edu- 
cation. But  we  should  desire  and  endeavour  to  see  this  state  of  law  succeeded 
by  something  better ;  we  should  desire  so  to  imfold  the  love  of  Christ  as  to  draw 
the  affections  towards  him ;  we  should  desire  so  to  raise  the  understanding  as 
that  it  may  fasten  itself,  by  its  own  native  tendrils,  round  the  pillar  of  truth, 
without  requiring  to  be  bound  to  it  by  external  bands.  We  should  avoid  all 
unnecessary  harshness ;  we  should  speak  and  act  with  all  possible  kindness ; 
because  love,  rather  than  fear,  love  both  of  God  and  man,  is  the  motive  which 
we  particularly  wish  to  awaken.  Thus,  keeping  punishment  in  the  background, 
and,  as  it  were,  out  of  sight,  and  putting  forward  encouragement  and  kindness, 
we  should  attract,  as  it  were,  the  good  and  noble  feelings  of  those  with  whom 
we  are  dealing,  and  invite  them  to  open,  and  to  answer  to,  a  system  of  confi- 
dence and  kindness,  rather  than  risk  the  chilling  and  hardening  of  them  by  a 
system  of  mistrust  and  severity .*' 

And  when  such  a  system  has  been  successfully  carried  out,  how  heartily 
and  cheeringly  he  describes  the  happy  result ! 

•<  There  is  a  time,''  he  tells  his  pupils,  '*  many  of  vou  must  have  arrived  at  it 
— ^when  thought  and  inquiry  awaken ;  when  out  of  tne  mere  chaos  of  boyhood, 
the  elements  of  the  future  character  of  the  roan  begin  to  appear.  Blessed  are 
they  for  whom  the  confusion  and  disarray  of  their  boyish  Me  is  quickened  into 
a  true  life  by  the  moving  of  the  Spirit  of  God !  Blessed  are  they  for  whom  the 
beginnings  of  thought  and  inquiry  are  the  beginnings  also  of  faith  and  bve; 
when  the  new  character  receives  as  it  is  forming  the  Christian  seed,  and  the 
man  is  also  the  Christian.  And  then  this  second  beginning  of  life  resting  on 
faith  and  conscious  principle,  and  not  on  mere  passive  innocence,  stands  sure  for 
the  middle  and  the  end ;  those  who  so  watch  and  pray  as  to  escape  out  of  this 
critical  period,  not  merely  unharmed,  but  as  it  were  set  clearly  on  their  way  to 
heaven,  will,  with  God's  grace,  escape  out  of  the  things  which  shall  befisi  thein 
afterwards,  till  they  shall  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man,'' 
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Would  that  such  results  were  more  frequent !  and  indeed  would  that 
the  system  described  above  were  more  frequently  adopted !  Perhaps  it 
may  be  said  that  Arnold's  was  an  exceptional  case — that  no  man,  or  few, 
ever  possessed  such  a  combination  of  knowledge,  genial  disposition,  and 
earnestness  in  his  profession.  However  true  this  may  be,  it  is  very  evident 
that  all  men  who  would  succeed  in  Arnold's  profession  must  possess  these 
qualities  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  If  they  cannot  exhibit  them  in  prac- 
tice to  the  same  extent,  they  must  nevertheless  be  consciously  exerting 
themselves  in  that  direction. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  will  be  seen  that  as  much — nay  more — de< 
pends  upon  the  master  as  upon  the  boys.  He  cannot  without  the  greatest 
loss  to  them  wrap  himself  up  in  mystery  and  reserve,  merely  attending 
to  a  cold  routine  of  lessons,  giving  them  for  school  business  a  set  of  rules 
and  times  and  seasons  to  be  observed,  and  leaving  them  in  other  respects 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  one  another— often  to  the  mercies  of  the  weakest 
and  most  worthless.  Most  unwise  would  this  course  be  even  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  merely  cultivating  the  intellect.  We  have  no  doubt  whatever, 
and  we  may  perhaps  endeavour  some  day  to  convince  our  readers  of  the 
fact — that,  other  things  being  the  same,  the  intellectual  progress  will  be 
the  greatest  where  the  moral  training  is  most  carefully  and  most  success- 
fully maintained.  We  repeat  that«  in  spite  of  the  struggle  which  is  made, 
in  our  own  day  more  particularly,  to  separate  secular  and  religious  educa- 
tion, he  has  foolishly  abandoned  the  surest  means  of  enlarging  the  in- 
tellectual powers  and  acquirements,  in  the. case  of  the  less  talented  boys 
especially,  who  refuses  to  cultivate  and  strengthen  their  moral  and  spiritual 
part.  And  should  he  be  called  upon,  or  should  he  have  the  opportunity 
to  address  them  as  a  preacher,  he  will  mistake  his  office  and  neglect  his 
duty,  if  he  proceed  to  address  them  as  an  ordinary  congregation  ;  let  him 
rather  speak  to  them  in  short  emphatic  discourses,  addressed  to  them  at 
boys.  This  will  be  found  to  be  the  only  way  to  attract  their  attention  to 
what  is  said,  to  enlighten  their  feeling^s,  and  to  influence  their  habits  and 
conduct.  Above  all,  he  would  do  well  to  take  advantage  of  any  ill-con- 
duct^  or  severe  indisposition,  that  may  occur.  The  former  especially  may 
frequently  be  turned  to  excellent  account.  If  he  will  only  expect  mis- 
conduct, even  at  times  in  his  most  promising  pupils,  he  will  then  be  able 
to  use  temperately  each  occasion  as  it  arises ;  for  temperately  it  must  be 
used  in  order  to  its  being  profitable.  And  he  must  also  *'  chide  the 
offender  apaipt."  At  such  a  time  and  in  this  way  a  judicious  word  or  two 
will  bear  fruit — visible  fruit ;  and  produce  an  effect  on  the  transgressor 
which  no  other  system  would  ever  produce.  Many  a  boy  has  been 
hardened  in  a  careless,  idle,  or  even  vicious  course  of  life,  by  being  pub- 
licly punished  or  publicly  rebuked  for  a  single — it  may  be  a  first-— offence. 
On  the  other  hand,  to  recur  once  more  to  that  great  storehouse  of  educa- 
tional knowledge,  Arnold's  Life,  we  find  him  saying  in  a  private  letter ; 
'*  I  believe  that  boys  may  be  governed  a  great  deal  by  gentle  methods  and 
kindness,  and  appealing  to  their  better  feelings^  if  you  show  that  you  art 
not  afraid  of  them ;  I  have  seen  great  boys,  six  feet  high,  shed  tears 
when  I  have  sent  for  them  up  into  my  room,  and  spoken  to  them  quietly, 
in  private,  for  not  knowing  their  lessons,  and  I  have  found  that  this  treat- 
ment produced  its  effects  afterwards  in  making  them  do  better." 

All  which  we  commend  most  heartily  to  the  attention  and  consideration 
of  our  readers.  C.  P.  \ 
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CAMBRIDGE  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL. 

{Second  Annual  Ueport,) 

In  our  August  number  for  last  year  we  noticed  the  First  Annual  Repoft 
of  the  Cambridge  Industrial  School,  and  estracted  from  it  a  general  sketch 
of  the  design  and  origin  of  the  institution,  and  of  the  working  of  the 
school  with  its  results  up  to  that  time.  In  December  of  the  same  year 
we  gave  an  account  of  a  public  meeting  holden  at  Cambridge,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  principles  and  objects  of  the  school  more  generally 
known  ;  and  in  March  of  the  present  year,  a  chief  promoter  of  the  insti- 
tution, the  Rev.  H.  Goodwin,  favoured  us  with  sonoe  important  remarks 
upon  schools  of  this  description.  We  now  propose  to  continue  our  record 
of  the  school,  by  taking  from  the  second  annual  report  some  account  of  its 
working  in  its  more  settled  condition. 

One  of  the  first  particulars  to  be  noticed  under  this  head  is  the  number 
of  boys  in  attendance  throughout  the  year*  The  school  was  originally 
intended  to  accommodate  fifty.  In  the  first  annual  report  it  was  stated 
that  the  average  weekly  attendance  had  progressed  steadily  from  four  in 
April,  1850,  to  twenty-four  in  March,  1851.  The  average  attendance 
from  that  period  to  March  of  the  present  year  has  been  as  follows:— 
From  April  to  October  the  number  was  about  thirty,  with  the  exception 
of  August,  or  the  time  of  harvest,  during  which  there  was  a  month's 
holiday,  and  the  number  of  boys  was  only  eighteen.  In  November  the 
number  was  thirty-six,  in  December  forty-five ;  and  from  January  to 
March  the  numbers  varied  from  forty-six  to  forty.  But  during  some  days 
in  February  there  were  fifty-two.  At  the  end  of  April  the  number  on  the 
books  was  forty-two,  of  which  one  was  over  19  years,  ten  between  19  and 
16,  and  the  remaining  thirty-one  between  16  and  13  years  of  age. 

The  provisional  time  table  has  beeen  found  to  answer  its  purpose  very 
well,  and  has  been  continued  in  use.     It  is  as  follows  :•— 

7 — 8        Industrial  occupation. 
8 — 9        Breakfast  (food  brought  by  the  boys). 
9 — 10      Reading,  writing,  &c.,  in  schooL 
10 — 12^    Industrial  occupation. 
12| — 2      Dinner  and  recreation. 
2—3        School. 
3 — 6        Industrial  occupation. 
The  dietary  has  been  slightly  altered  during  the  past  year,  chiefly  with  a  ^6V 
(0  increased  economy ;  the  following  table  mil  show  the  daily  dinners  throughout 
the  week ; 

Monday  and  Thursday,        Salt  pork,  with  potatoes. 
Tuesday  and  Friday,  Rice,  with  sugar ;  and  potatoes. 

Wednesday  and  Saturday,  Bread  and  cheese,  and  half  a  pint  of  beer* 
The  greatest  care  has  been  taken  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  diniiers 
given  to  the  boys  as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  conditions  of  the  food 
being  cood  ana  wholesome,  and  the  quantity  sdlowed  to  each  boy  not  limited. 
The  following  specimen  will  give  some  notion  of  the  arerage  cost  of  a  dioner ; 
it  must  however  be  noted  that  in  the  weekly  bills  no  aeeeront  is  taken  of  pf^' 
toes,  whidi  have  this  year  been  grown  wholly  upon  the  scbooMafid. 

£    #.    d. 
bUl         1  10    3i 
1  12     2 
1     9     2i 
1.7    7 

1    g    f^ 

1     6     2f 


Week  ending  Jan.  24 

276  dinners : 

»*             ^»    3^ 

294       „ 

Feb.   7 

269       „ 

„    14 

264       „ 

99                               99         21 

242       „ 

99                               99        28 

232       „ 

99 
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From  this  it  appears  that  the  cost  to  the  school  for  each  hoy  is  ahout  Sd. 
per  week ;  or  aUowiD^  l|(l.  per  week  for  the  expense  of  potatoes,  if  bought,  the 
cost  may  be  reckoned  at  9id, 

The  whole  expenditure  of  the  school  is  carefully  registered ;  the  books  are 
<^n  to  the  inspection  of  those  to  whom  the  minute  detuls  of  the  working  of  the 
school  are  matters  of  interest. 

The  industrial  occupations  have  been  nearly  the  same  as  last  year;  the 
shoemaker  and  tailor,  who  were  engaged  in  the  first  instance,  have  continued  to 
attend  at  the  school ;  and  the  committee  believe  that  this  description  of  indus- 
trial occupation  is  one  of  the  chief  attractions  of  the  school  in  the  eyes  of  many 
of  the  boys ;  they  have  also  found  the  workshop  of  indispensable  use  in  re- 
pairing the  shoes  and  garments  of  the  boys,  often  in  a  very  tattered  condition, 
and  also  in  mending  and  altering  the  articles  sent  for  the  use  of  the  school  by  a 
number  of  kind  friends. 

The  rules  of  the  school  have  varied  very  little  from  its  commencement,  but, 
as  the  practical  needs  of  the  school  suggested,  the  committee  have  from  time  to 
time  made  additional  rules  and  bye-laws.  It  may  be  useful,  especially  for  those 
who  are  establishing  similar  institutions,  to  collect  those  rules  which  the  com- 
mittee have  found  it  desirable  to  enforce : 

(1.)  All  boys  entering  the  school  must  be  above  thirteen  years  of  age,  and 
must  have  a  recommen&tion  from  a  subscriber. 

(2.)  Each  boy  to  pay  2d.  per  week ;  the  money  to  be  paid  in  advance  each 
Monday  morning. 

(3.)  Any  boy  leaving  the  school  for  permanent  employment  and  leaving  such 
employment,  not  to  be  received  again  into  the  school  without  a  statement  from 
his  late  employer  explaining,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  the  cause  of 
his  dismissal. 

(4.)  No  excuse  is  accepted  for  being  late  in  attendance  at  school ;  any  boy 
not  present  at  seven  o'clock  is  not  permitted  to  attend  school  during  that  day. 

(5.)  If  any  boy  be  retained  by  his  parents,  it  is  required  that  a  note  in  expla- 
nation be  sent  to  the  master  by  one  of  the  parents  ;  a  boy  staying  away  from 
school  any  one  day,  without  such  note  of  explanation,  is  not  permitted  to  attend 
the  school  during  the  remainder  of  the  week. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  in  a  school  of  this  kind  it  is  desirable  that 
the  rules  should  be  few  and  simple,  and  that  they  should  be  enforced  with  the 
utmost  rigour. 

Having  no  experience  to  guide  them,  the  committee  arranged  in  their 
original  plan  to  erect  one  room  to  serve  the  purpose  of  a  workshop  and  also 
that  of  a  cooking  and  dining  room.  This  varied  use  of  a  single,  and  not  very 
large  room,  was  soon  found  to  be  very  inconvenient,  and  it  was  clear  that  the 
school  could  not  be  permanently  carried  on  with  its  full  complement  of  boys 
unless  additional  accommodation  should  be  provided.  It  was  determined 
therefore  to  reserve  the  room  above-mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  a  workshop, 
and  to  erect  a  new  building  containing  a  spacious  room  for  a  dining  room,  a 
smaller  room  for  cooking,  and  a  large  loft  over  both.  Towards  this  building 
the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  on  Education  made  a  grant  of  £95.  The 
building  has  been  erected  and  has  been  for  some  time  in  use ;  it  appears  in  all 
respects  to  answer  its  purposes  admirably  well. 

Pigsties  have  also  been  erected  during  the  year,  on  such  a  scale  as  to  render 
it  probable  that  it  may  become  a  source  of  profit  to  the  school,  independently  of 
the  great  advantage  accruing  from  them  as  supplying  manure  for  the  land. 
Towards  this  erection  the  committee  were  not  able  to  ask  assistance  from  the 
Committee  of  Privy  Council,  the  freehold  land  belonging  to  the  school  not 
being  sufficiently  extensive  to  allow  of  the  buildings  being  placed  upon  it. 

Having  thus  described  the  progress  and  history  of  the  school  during  the 
past  year,  the  committee  proceed  to  give  some  account  of  the  results  of  the 
system  which  has  been  pursued. 

Since  the  last  report  was  published  no  less  than  ninety  boys  have  been  in 
the  school ;  of  these  about  twenty  have  now  obtained  permanent  employment, 
and  two  have  been  placed  out  as  apprentices ;  about  fifty  still  remain  in  the 
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ficliool ;  of  the  reittaiiider  sottie  fe^  bate  left  Mh^  AkistMeB.  ¥ith  the  cotfdi. 
tions  and  discipline  of  the  school,  atid  two  or  thtee  batrinpf  beeri  provided  with 
occupation  and  leaving  it  were  not  permitted  to  retutn,  accordifirg  to  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  committee. 

This  is  a  general  vie^  i  in  descending  to  particulars  it  tiiaf  tm  itoted^  that  M 
those  who  have  obtained  permanent  employment,  some  haVe  ddne  so  thfObKli 
the  express  recommendation  of  the  master  of  the  school,  others  without  ap- 
plication having  been  made  for  sttch  a  recommendation.  Under  such  circum- 
stances it  is  of  com'se.difficnlt  to  assign  the  exact  degree  in  tdiich  each  boy  is 
indebted  for  his  soccess  to  his  school-training,  but  in  several  cases  the  com- 
mittee have  certain  knowledge  that  the  boys  were  wholly  indebted  to  the  In- 
dddtrial  School.  This  could  be  made  more  clear  by  giving  the  particulars  df 
the  history  of  the  boys  previous  to  their  entering  the  school  *,  there  would,  how- 
ever, in  some  cases  be  manifest  impropriety  in  such  a  course,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  those  frieuds  of  the  school  who  desire  more  minute  information  than  is 
afforded  in  this  report  should  make  application  to  the  master,  or  refer  to  the  re- 
gister which  is  kept  at  the  school. 

The  particulars  of  one  case  may  however  be  given,  as  an  example  of  the 
manner  in  which  a  boy,  having  no  stain  of  crime  upon  him,  but  unfortunate  hi 
his  circumstances,  may  be  assisted  by  an  institntioti  of  the  nature  of  the  In- 
dustrial School.  A  boy  is  at  present  in  the  service  of  a  respectable  tradesflum 
in  the  town  to  whom  he  was  recommended  by  the  school :  this  boy's  parents 
are  at  present  in  the  union  workhouse ;  the  character  of  the  father  is  bad,  Mid 
for  sometime  before  he  was  reduced  to  the  workhouse  his  son  had  no  support 
from  him ;  the  boy  by  his  own  diligence  maintained  himself  at  the  Indodtiial 
School ;  siter  leaving  tne  school  at  five  o'clock  he  worked  hard  during  the  eveiuotf 
at  an  occupation  by  which  he  was  able  to  earn  from  Sd.  to  Is.  per  Week ;  n^tn 
these  small  earnings  he  made  his  weekly  payment  to  the  Schooi,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  dinner  there  provided  for  him  contrived  id  subsist  tpon  tire 
remainder.  It  is  with  no  small  pleasure  that  the  committee  are  able  to  annotttice, 
that  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  permanent  occupation  for  a  boy  who  shewed 
euch  a  fine  Spirit  of  industry  and  independence  Under  extremely  adverse  dr- 
cum  stances.  ^ 

The  committee  look  also  with  much  satisfaction  upon  the  caseef  in  which 
boys  have  been  apprenticed  through  the  means  of  the  school.  The  two  boys,  or 
rather  young  men,  in  question,  were  nineteen  and  twenty  years  old  respectively; 
they  were  admitted  into  the  school  almost  at  its  commencement,  and  gave  their 
attention  to  shoemaking  with  a  view  to  adopting  it  ultimately  as  a  means  m 
gaining  a  livelioood.  In  consequence  of  the  skUl  which  they  attained  in  the 
school  workshop  they  were  apprenticed  on  very  advantageous  terms  about  six 
months  ago ;  the  Small  sum  required  foir  a  premium  was  obtained  partly  by  the 
young  men  themselves,  and  partly  from  a  few  friends  chiefly  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  master.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  add,  that  both  of  these 
young  men  retain  a  lively  sense  of  the  debt  of  gratitude  which  they  owd  to  the 
school. 

One  boy,  who  has  been  in  the  school  from  the  first,  has  been  retained  at  a 
small  ii^eekly  payment  as  an  assistant  to  the  master.  This  is  a  case  which  gi^es 
the  committee  the  highest  satisfaction ;  the  opinioii  which  they  have  formed  of 
his  value  is  sufficiently  manifest  from  the  trust  which  they  have  reposed  in  him; 
the  master  speaks  in  the  most  gratifying  ternis  of  the  advantage  which  the  school 
receives  from  his  services.  For  reasons  above  hinted  at  a  detailed  historj  wiD 
not  be  given ;  suffice  it  to  mark  this  as  an  instance  of  remarkable  reformation, 
due  under  God  to  the  instrumentality  of  this  institution. 

What  has  been  here  recorded  must  be  taken  only  as  a  sample  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  school ;  the  committee  feel  the  difficulty  of  conveying,  by  means  of 
a  report,  a  just  notion  of  the  whole  effect  which  has  been  produced ;  there  woula 
be,  as  has  been  already  hinted,  a  manifest  impropriety  in  some  instances  m 
entering  into  details ;  moreover,  much  of  their  own  conviction  of  the  success 
of  the  school  is  produced  by  means  for  which  no  repoi't  can  be  a  substitute,  fl6i 
for  instance,  by  a  constant  inspection  and  knowledge  of  the  behaviour  of  the 
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hcffti,  ohnetfniAtm  of  tbe  <hafip[«  of  ffistiiitn'  ftftd  habHn  of  tbOM  whtf  iMrfv 
entered  the  school  with  most  discotirftgingf  atitecedents,  by  tbe  tetftimofly  of 
parents  to  tbe  altered  character  of  their  ebildren^  eten  by  the  testimony  of  in- 
dependent observers  of  the  improved  bearing  of  those  who  have  joined  tbe 
school ;  the  effect  of  this  kind  of  evidence  is  overwhelming  to  those  upon  whom 
it  is  brought  to  bear  continually  in  their  ordinary  ititercourse  with  the  school^ 
it  must  necessarily  be  much  weaker  when  any  attempt  is  made  to  transfer  it  to 
the  pages  of  a  report.  The  committee  can  tbetsfore  scarcely  hope  to  convey  to 
tbe  subscribers  the  ftilness  of  conviction  Which  they  feel  themselves  concerning 
the  success  of  their  experiment;  thev  imagine,  nowever,  that  the  following 
argument  will  be  found  satisfactory ;  tney  will  undertake  to  produce  instances, 
in  which  boys  notoriously  bad  have  been  reclaimed,  in  which  boys  leading  idle 
vagabond  lives  have  been  made  useful  and  industrious,  in  which  boys  whos^ 
chief  fault  has  been  extreme  poverty  have  been  enabled  by  their  own  exertions 
to  obtain  a  fair  start  in  the  world,  and  in  which  boys  whose  characters  have 
been  blemished  have  been  able  to  recover  their  characters  through  the  means 
of  the  school ;  now  if  instances  of  all  these  beneficial  results  can  be  demon- 
strated, as  to  the  certain  knowledge  of  the  committee  they  can,  it  will  scarcely 
be  doubted  that  similar  fruits  will  continue  to  be  produced,  in  fact,  that  the 
school  is  capable  of  effecting  that  which  it  was  intended  to  effect.  The  com- 
mittee do  not  wish  to  represent  their  labours  as  crowned  with  unvarying  suc- 
cess ;  this  is  very  far  from  being  the  case :  but  they  are  quite  prepared  to  meet 
with  discouragement,  knowing  it  to  be  inseparable  from  the  difficult  work  which 
they  have  taken  in  hand ;  all  that  they  desire  is,  to  prove  such  an  amount  of 
actual  success  as  shall  show  that  the  principles  upon  which  the  school  has  been 
established  are  fundamentally  sound.  It  need  hardly  be  added,  that  even  a 
moderate  amount  of  beneficial  influence  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  tbe  Chris- 
tian philanthropist  that  he  has  not  spent  his  money  or  his  labour  in  vain. 

The  school  has  been  inspected  and  favourably  reported  by  her  Majesty's 
Inspector  of  Schools,  and  has,  in  consequence,  received  during  the  past  year  a 
grant  of  half  the  rent  of  the  land,  and  a  grant  for  the  purchase  of  tools,  besides 
a  gratuity  to  the  master  in  acknowledgment  of  his  diligence  and  success. 

The  committee. find  that  the  current  expenses  of  the  school,  carried  on  upon 
tbe  scale  which  has  been  attempted  during  the  past  year,  are  beyond  their 
means  according  to  the  present  subscription  list  i  the  application  of  donations 
to  the  purpose  of  defraying  current  expenses  has  alone  prevented  the  school 
from  being  in  debt  beyond  the  liabilities  incurred  by  the  new  buildings ;  and 
this  source  of  revenue  being  of  course  most  uncertain,  it  is  plainly  impossible 
to  continue  the  school  upon  its  recent  scale  with  the  means  at  present  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  This  difficulty  has  been  felt  so  strongly  that,  on 
April  5,  the  committee  made  an  order  that  no  more  boys  be  admitted  until 
further  notice  $  this  order  will  rapidly  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  the 
numbers,  and  thereby  diminishing  the  expenses.  The  degree  to  which  the  ex- 
penses of  the  school  will  be  thus  diminished  will  be  easilv  understood,  when  it  is 
remembered  that  each  boy  is  a  direct  burden  upon  the  school-funds  to  the  extent 
of  about  2L  yearly. 

It  is  a  question,  whether  it  would  not  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  several 
parishes  of  Cambridge  to  give  some  direct  support  to  a  school  such  as  this, 
l^^h^n  the  expense  of  prosecuting  juvenile  offenders  is  considered,  it  may  well 
be  doubted  whether  it  would  not  be  good  economy  to'  give  encouragement  to 
an  institution,  which  has  an  unquestionable  and  demonstrated  tendency  to 
diminish  juvenile  crime ;  nor  is  this  the  only  view  of  the  subject,  inasmuch  as 
the  parishes  to  which  the  boys  are  chargeable  are  materially  benefitted  when 
those  boys  are  enabled  by  means  of  the  school  to  obtain  permanent  employ- 
ment. With  regard  to  these  benefits,  be  it  remembered  that  we  speak  not  from 
mere  speculation,  but  from  experience  of  what  has  been  already  done. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  carry  out  the  scheme  of  emigration,  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  last  year;  the  committee  regret  to  say,  without  success. 
A  boy  has  been  for  some  time  past  preparing  for  emigration ;  application  was 
made  on  his  behalf  for  a  free  passage  to  South  Australia ;  the  passage  was,  it  is 
believed,  on  the  point  of  being  granted,  and  the  boy's  outfit  was  in  preparation. 
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when  he  committed  a  serious  offence,  which  led  to  his  being  taken  into  custody. 
His  case  therefore  has  failed,  and  the  failure  has  been  a  source  of  much  grief. 
In  this  case  there  was  an  aggravation  in  the  fact,  that  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted in  conjunction  with  another  boy  also  belonging  to  the  Industrial  School; 
the  committee  do  not  desire  to  disguise  these  circumstances,  while  they  are  at 
the  same  time  happy  in  being  able  to  say  that  they  have  met  with  scarcely  any 
misfortune  hitherto  so  grievous  as  this. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  great  difficulties  with  which  the  school  has  to  contend 
are  those  moral  difficulties  which  exist  in  the  temptations  of  bad  society,  and 
the  influences  of  a  bad  home  and  worthless  parents.  The  offence  just  now  men- 
tioned occurred  on  a  Sunday,  when  the  boys  were  withdrawn  from  the  influence 
of  the  school ;  and  it  is  believed  that  almost  all  the  faults  which  have  been 
committed  by  boys  of  the  Industrial  School  have  been  committed  upon  that 
day.  On  the  Sunday  those  who  have  been  drawn  by  the  school  from  the  in- 
fluence of  bad  companions  frequently  fall  into  their  company  again,  and  too 
often  find  no  corrective  influence  in  toe  good  advice  and  example  of  home.  It 
is  a  lamentable  fact  that  the  chief  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  improvement  of 
the  boys  are  to  be  found  in  the  evil  conduct  of  those  who  are  bound  by  parental 
duty  to  lead  them  in  the  right  way ;  indeed,  if  things  were  otherwise,  and 
parents  were  what  they  ought  to  be,  there  would  be  perhaps  little  need  for  such 
an  institution  as  the  Industrial  School. 

The  report  concludes  with  an  expression  of  thanks  to  those  friends  who 
have  contributed  presents  in  kind  for  the  use  of  the  school — such  as 
clothes,  shoes,  linen,  books,  leather,  cloth,  pigs,  straw,  manure,  and 
draining-tiles ;  and  with  soliciting  further  contributions  of  the  same  de« 
scription,  observing  that  all  garments,  of  whatever  kind  and  however 
much  out  of  repair,  are  amongst  the  most  acceptable  offerings  to  the  In- 
dustrial School. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  the  report,  that  the  success  of  the  institu- 
tion has  hitherto  been  such  as  to  encourage  its  founders  to  persevere  in 
their  very  important  work.  That  their  exertions  are  so  much  limited  by 
want  of  funds  is  greatly  to  be  regretted ;  especially  as  it  prevents  them 
from  at  present  even  attempting  one  part  of  their  original  plan,  namely, 
that  of  providing  lodgings  for  the  boys,  not  on  a  large  scale,  but  for  a  few 
of  the  extreme  cases.  To  this  deficiency  in  their  establishment,  the  dis- 
appointment mentioned  at  the  conclusion  of  the  report  may  doubtless  be 
mainly  attributed.  It  is  only  wonderful  that  without  this  resource  they 
should  have  been  as  successful  as  they  have.  For  it  has  generally  been 
considered  impossible  to  reclaim  boys  without  lodging  them,  and  accord- 
ingly in  the  industrial  schools  of  Scotland,  and  under  the  farm-school 
system  of  the  Continent,  the  young  persons  are  both  boarded  and  lodged. 

In  conclusion,  we  again  venture  to  suggest  to  members  of  the  Univer- 
sity, how  great  a  benefit  they  may  be  the  means  of  extending  throughout 
the  country,  by  availing  themselves  of  their  residence  at  Cambridge  to 
watch  the  progress  of  its  Industrial  School,  and  to  make  themselves  prac- 
tically acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  system  upon  which  it  has  hither- 
to been  so  successfully  conducted. 
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ON  THE  ATTRACTION  OF  BODIES. 

The  subject  of  Attraction,  as  treated  in  modern  books  on  physical  science^ 
is  generally  found  by  the  young  student  to  be  involved  in  a  good  deal  of 
analytical  difficulty.  I  think  there  is  room  for  a  short  and  easy  paper  on 
the  elementary  principles  of  this  interesting  topic,  and  I  know  not  a  more 
appropriate  place  for  such  a  paper  than  in  a  Journal  like  this,  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  Education,  and  to  the  simplification  of  the  means  of  instruc- 
tion. 

In  the  doctrine  of  Attractions,  as  well  as  in  most  other  physico-mathe- 
matical  inquiries  of  an  advanced  character,  some  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  higher  calculus  is  found  to  be  necessary. 

In  conducting  such  inquiries,  bodies  are  usually  regarded  as  made  up 
of  particles  or  molecules,  or,  as  they  are  sometimes  called,  elements  ;  and 
it  is  therefore  essential  that  we  should  be  able  to  give  a  significant  mathe- 
matical representation  of  one  such  particle  or  element :  it  is  the  calculus 
which  supplies  the  suitable  symbols  for  this  purpose. 

The  stuaent  will  bear  in  mind  that  whenever  any  physical  body  whose 
contour  is  such  as  to  entitle  it  to  be  called  a  sphere,  a  cone^  &c.,  is  sub- 
mitted to  mathematical  examination,  it  is  always  regarded  as  geometri- 
cally perfect :  we  do  not  know  however  that  such  geometrical  perfection 
has  any  actual  existence  in  external  nature ;  nevertheless  mathematical 
science  is  uncompromising  in  its  demands :  not  only  are  its  reasonings 
rigidly  exact,  but  the  conditions  on  which  they  are  based  are  regarded 
as  rigidly  fulfilled. 

On  this  account,  what  in  common  language  we  would  call  a  particle^ 
or  physical  atom,  is  not  in  strictness  that  which  our  mathematics  sym- 
bolises :  such  particles  necessarily  have  dimensions,  and  therefore  magni- 
tude; and  a  finite  number  of  them  will  make  up  a  finite  body,  however 
great :  moreover,  a  sphere,  a  cone,  &c.,  rigidly  fulfilling  the  geometrical 
conditions,  could  not  be  composed  of  such  particles.  In  mathematical 
investigations,  the  so-called  particle  is  a  point. 

By  Euclid,  nothing  is  attributed  to  a  point  but  position  :  he  never  intro- 
duces it  but  with  magnitude,  either  in  actual  existence,  or  in  prospect. 
It  is  the  same  in  analysis,  with  this  peculiar  feature  in  that  part  of  analysis 
to  which  the  calculus  belongs,  namely  :  that  the  directions  which  the  di- 
mensions of  the  prospective  magnitude  are  to  take  is  symbolised  also. 

Thus  if  X,  y,  z  denote  the  position  of  a  point,  the  calculus  supplies  us 
with  the  notation  dx,  dy,  dz,  as  symbolical  not  only  of  the  point,  but^lso 
of  the  directions  which  the  dimensions  are  to  take  when  magnitude  is  to 
originate  from  it.  The  symbols  dx,  dy,  dz,  do  not  mean  little  lengths : 
they  mean  no  lengths  at  all ;  but  only  imply  the  directions  which  foreseen 
lengths  are  to  take :  magnitude  is  in  view,  and  magnitude  generated  in  a 
certain  way,  though  not  yet  in  actual  existence.  It  is  quite  true  that  in 
books  we  find  this  strict  rigour  continually  departed  from,  and  dx,  dy,  dst 
employed  to  represent  a  physical  particle  of  minute  dimensions ;  but  the 
student  should  regard  this  form  of  expression  as  adopted  more  for  brevity 
and  convenience  than  from  necessity  :  a  mathematical  particle  is  a  mathe- 
matical point;  and  analysis  does  not  require — on  the  contrary  it  repudiates 
—our  giving  to  it  dimensions. 

I  have  made  these  general  remarks  because  I  know  that  students  have 
an  impression  that,  in  applying  the  calculus  to  physical  investigations, 
strict  geometrical  rigour  must  be  dispensed  with ;  and  a  sort  of  approxi- 
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mation  only  to  the  trath  tolerated :  indeed  books  have  been  written  to 
show  that  the  entire  doctrine  of  the  calculqs  is  nothing  more  than  a 
system  of  errors  and  compensations :  a  view  which  has  always  appeared 
to  me  as  derogatory  as  it  is  unnecessary. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  main  object  of  this  paper,  confining  myself 
for  the  present  to  bodies  of  revolution. 

Imagine  any  curve  to  be  traced  on  the  plane  of  the  paper :  for  instance, 
a  circle,  an  ellipse,  a  parabola,  &c. ;  and  that  the  solid  body  to  be  consi- 
dered is  generated  by  the  revolution  of  this  plane  curve  about  the  dia- 
meter which  lies  across  the  page  :  we  want  to  find  the  attraction  of  the 
body  on  a  proposed  point  in  the  axis,  or  in  the  axis  produced. 

Let  P  be  any  point  (or  particle)  of  th^  solid  :  call  the  perpendicular 
from  this  point  to  the  fixed  axis  y  ;  and  the  distance  of  the  root  of  the 
perpendicular  from  the  attracted  point  x ;  let  also  0  be  the  angle  of  revo- 
lution through  which  P  has  passed  from  its  original  position  on  the 
plane  of  the  paper ;  that  is,  let  it  be  the  angle  which  y  makes  with  that 
plane:  then,  having  regard  to  the  generation  of  the  body,  the  symbolical 
representation  of  P  will  be  ydQ  dy  dx.  And  as  the  attraction  on  a  point 
varies,  in  nature,  directly  as  the  mass  of  the  attracting  particle,  and  in- 
versely as  the  square  of  the  distance,  the  attractive  influence  of  P  on  the 

proposed  point  may  be  expressed  by  - — .^  2  *  Consequently  the  com- 
ponent of  it,  in  the  direction  of  the  axis,  is  found  by  multiplying  this  ex- 
pression by  the  cosine  of  the  angle  which  tb^  distance  makes  with  the 

X 

axis,*which  cosine  is  7—5 «-,. 

^®n^  *r-« — ir-   —  attraction  of  a  partidfi  P. 

Now  this  expression  must  be  viewed  in  reference  to  attraction  just  as  the 
point  y  dd  dy  dx  is  viewed  in  reference  to  magnitude  :  actual  value  is  in 
neither  case  implied  :  nothing  but  the  proper  preparation  is  made  for  what 
is  to  come  into  existence.  The  quantities  are  analytically  exhibited  in 
their  zero  state ;  but  instead  of  the  vague  symbol  0,  a  character  is  im- 
pressed, by  the  notation,  upon  this  initial,  or  ultimate,  or  evanescent  state 
of  the  quantity,  which  significantly  marks  its  connection,  by  the  law  of 
continuity,  with  what  is  to  be,  or  with  what  has  been,  ft  is  the  business 
of  the  calculus  thus  to  preserve  the  distinctive  peculiarities  of  different 
quantities  even  when  by  continuous  diminution,  according  to  prescribed 
laws,  they  pass  into  their  ultimate  or  zero  state. 

If  we  integrate  the  above  expression,  in  reference  to  <W,  our  point  or 
particle  P  expands  into  a  ring  ;  and  we  have 

X  y  dy  djp 
2  w  j-z 2\i  ^  attrae^ion  of  i^  ring  of  radios  y  aad  distance  st  from  tbe  point. 

And  this  integrated,  in  reference  to  dy^  ic^onverti  the  ring  into  a  circular 
plate ;  so  tliat  we  have 

2  «•  -j  1  —  /  «  ■  ^v»  >-  d!»  SB  attraction  of  a  circular  plate  of  ra^ns  y  aad  dii- 
tmuae  4P  from  the  poiat  attcacted. 
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Of  /course  it  is  to  be  understood  tbat  the  integration  bere  is  ftaa^  y  «;5  0  to 
y  »  anything.  The  thickness  dx  of  this  plat)9  is  in  strictness  nothing  ; 
out  if  the  thickness  h  of  a  plate  of  matter  be  too  inconsiderable  tP 


deserve  notice^  then 


"'{^-IFT^}*' 


multiph'ed  by  the  density  of  the  mass,  will  express  the  attraction  of  it 
more  and  more  correctly  as  k  becomes  smaller. 

The  above  expression  for  a  circular  plate  is  in  universal  demand  in  com- 
puting the  attractions  of  bodies  of  revolution ;  it  is  easily  kept  in  the 
memory;  the  quantity  within  the  brackets  being  merely  1  minus  the 
cosine  of  the  angle  subtended  at  the  attracted  point  by  the  radius  of  the 
plate*. 

Y. 
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J^  DICTIOKAIIY  OF  THE  BHGLISH  LANOUAOE  ;  EXHIBITING  THE  ORIOIK, 
ORTHOGRAPHY,  PEONTJKCIATION,  AHD  PEFINJTIONS  OF  WORDS.  BY 
^OA|I  WEBSTER,  LL.D.  REVISED  AKD  ENLARGED  BY  CHAUNCET  A. 
GOODRICH,    PROFESSOR    IN    YALE    COLLEGE.      (LoudOD  '.    Office   of  the 

Illustrated  London  Library.) 

If  there  is  any  one  thing  upon  which  the  purity  and  progress  of  a  lan- 
guage mainly  depend^  it  is  the  possession  and  recognition  of  a  universal 
atamiard. 

Johoson's  Dictionary  has  done  more  for  our  English  tongue  than  any 
oifaer  book,  excepting  perhaps  the  authorized  version  of  the  Bible  and 
the  writings  of  our  great  dramatist.  This  is  tacitly  acknowledged  by  the 
r^verenise  in  which  the  nation  holds  the  work,  and  by  the  repugnance  with 
which  people  listen  to  any  appeal  against  its  authority,  however  strong  may 
be  the  grounds  on  which  that  appeal  is  based. 

But  Johnson's  Dictionary  has  had  its  day.  It  represents  the  state  of 
tbe  language  at  a  particular  period ;  and  since  that  period  the  language 
baa  unaergone  material  changes. 

1 .  Many  of  the  words  then  in  use  have  become  obsolete,  while  new  ones 
have  been' adopted.  With  the  rapid  progress  which  science  has  made  of 
iate  years,  a  flood  of  scientific  terms  has  flowed  into  the  language; 
and,  from  the  fact  that  our  English  dictionaries  have  not  kept  pace  with 
this  progress,  much  uncertainty  and  confusion  have  arisen  in  the  nomen- 
clature of  several  branches  of  science,  particularly  chemistry,  though  in 
no  department  of  the  language  is  exact  definition  of  more  essential  import- 
ance. Our  progress  in  scientific  knowledge,  and  consequently  in  science 
itself,  may  indeed  be  very  much  impeded  by  an  ill-defined  terminology. 

2.  The  meaning  of  many  words  has  varied  since  the  time  of  Dr.  John 
son.     Although  we  do  not  change  the  signification  of  our  words  quite  so 
rapidly  and  capriciously  as  our  French  neighbours,  we  are  at  least  only 


*  I  shall  give  some  applications  of  it  la  the  neatt  amnber  of  this  Joamsl. 
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second  to  them  in  this  respect ;  and  such  changes  will  and  must  take 
place  more  or  less  in  every  language :  they  are  records  of  the  progress 
of  a  nation's  ideas.  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  such  and  such  is  the  ori- 
ginal, and  ought  therefore  to  be  the  present  acceptation  of  a  word. 
Common  and  reputable  usage  must  be  our  guide;  to  repudiate  such  usage 
is  mere  pedantry,  the  result,  as  pedantry  always  is,  of  ignorance.  Lan- 
guage knows  no  more  obligation  to  remain  stationary  than  thought  itself. 

3.  The  pronunciation  of  our  words  has  also  altered  considerably. 
Johnson's  Dictionary  has  indeed  long  ceased  to  be  acknowledged  as  an 
authority  in  pronunciation.  We  have  had  hosts  of  Pronouncing  Dic- 
tionaries to  testify  to  this  fact,  from  Walker  down  to  Worcester,  through 
a  long  string  of  names,  of  which  we  will  only  mention  Perry,  Jameson, 
Knowles,  Jones,  Fulton  and  Knight,  and  Smart.  The  instances  in  which 
these  authorities  differ  from  one  another  are  very  numerous,  and  for  many 
words  they  have  each  a  separate  pronunciation.  This  department  of  lexi- 
cography naturally  oflTers  more  scope  for  variety  than  any  other.  Our 
pronunciation  is  notoriously  various,  and  to  determine  the  proper  usage  is 
often  difficult.  Each  petty  lexicographer  then  steps  in,  and  regarding 
the  matter  from  his  own  point  of  view,  which  commands  perhaps  a  very 
limited  range,  sets  to  work  and  writes  his  Pronouncing  Dictionary.  Such 
works,  therefore,  only  tend  to  fix  the  discrepancies,  and  not  unfrequently 
add  to  their  number.  They  increase  our  perplexity  instead  of  diminishing 
it,  and  we  were  even  better  without  them.  Accordingly  they  are  all  falling 
into  disuse ;  nobody  cares  much  for  any  one  of  them.  Even  Walker,  the 
omnipotent  Walker,  who,  though  a  Scotchman,  knew  more  about  the  pro- 
nunciation of  English  than  the  English  themselves,  has  happily  been  laid  on 
the  shelf,  that  is,  on  the  book-stall,  where  he  now  sells  for  the  sum  of  two 
shillings,  or  rather  does  not  sell  at  all.  Such  is  the  fate  of  Pronouncing 
Dictionaries  I  The  extermination  will  not  be  complete,  however,  until  a 
real  authority,  based  upon  a  more  general  survey,  has  been  installed,  and 
has  performed  the  part  of  Aaron's  rod  towards  the  whole  crew, 

4.  We  lately  called  attention  to  the  defectiveness  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
orthography,  and  the  inconvenience  which  has  thence  arisen. 

5.  In  etymology.  Dr.  Johnson  has  never  been  looked  upon  as  an 
authority.  Thoroughly  acquainted  as  he  was  with  literature,  both  clas- 
sical and  modern,  he  did  not  possess  that  knowledge  of  philology  which  is 
no  less  necessary  to  a  lexicographer,  especially  in  dealing  with  a  language 
so  various  in  its  origin  as  our  own.  Dr.  Johnson  looked  upon  language 
only  as  the  vehicle  of  thought ;  he  did  not  stop  to  examine  its  structure 
and  composition.  He  unconsciously  confesses  this  when,  in  his  Preface, 
he  says,  **  I  am  not  yet  so  lost  in  lexicography  as  to  forget  that  worcU  are 
the  daughters  of  earth,  and  that  things  are  the  sons  of  heaven.''  A  lexi- 
cographer must  be  able  to  forget  this,  and  to  deal  with  words  independ- 
ently and  for  their  own  sake. 

Johnson's  Dictionary  therefore  either  was  from  the  first,  or  has  ?ince  be- 
conie,  defective  in  all  the  essential  features  of  such  a  work ;  nor  has  any 
edition  of  it  been  published  in  which  an  adequate  attempt  is  made  to 
remedy  its  defects. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  extremely  fortunate  in  having  a  work 
in  every  way  worthy  to  supersede  it.  Webster's  Dictionary  is  the  production 
of  the  greatest  lexicographer  that  has  ever  lived.  He  combined  in  the 
fullest  measure  the  two  great  requisites,  the  highest  literary  talent  and  the 
most  extensive  attainments  in  philology. 
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defipilioM  ar»  ibeknowlodsed  on  all  hands  to  be  tbe  osost  MaeA  and 
concise  that  hwee  CFer  baen  framed.  This  is  widioiit  doubt  the  most  im* 
portaot  part  of  a  leaieoo. 

He  has  long  been  the  only  recognised  stapdard  in  etymology.  This 
waa,  as  we  have  stated  aboFC,  tbe  roost  imperfect  part  in  Dr,  Johnson's 
performance.  It  is  the  most  perfect  in  Dr.  Webster's.  Truly  wonderful 
is  the  amovnt  of  philological  takni  and  research  which  he  discloses !  His 
talent  lay  principally  in  this  direction,  and  he  spared  no  pains  to  arrive  at 
the  object  of  his  research. 

Dr.  Webster's  orthography  has  been  resisted  in  this  countrf ,  because  his 
changes  were  at  first  too  extensive.  He  not  only  introducea  into  his  dic- 
tionary changes  which  were  required  by  analogy,  but  others  which  he  con^ 
aidered  necessary  on  account  of  etymology.  The  latter  often  involved  an 
alteration  in  pronunciation  as  well  as  in  spelling,  and  were  therefore 
impracticable,  however  desirable  in  tbe  eyes  oif  the  philologist.  In  all  the 
recent  editions  of  his  dictionary,  however,  die  first  class  only  have  been 
retained.  Most  of  diese,  as  we  have  lately  endeavoured  to  show,  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  adopt.  The  great  thing  In  orthography  is  con- 
sistency ;  and  the  only  complaint  made  against  Dr.  Webster,  on  the  score 
of  orthography,  is  that  he  carried  his  zeal  for  consistency  too  far.  In  this, 
as  in  other  respects,  Webster's  Dictionary  is  already  fast  becoming  tbe 
acknowledged  standard. 

In  regard  to  pronunciation ,  Dr.  Webster  is  fully  entitled  to  rank  as  the 
highest  authority,  as  he  had  more  means  of  deciding  questions  of  this  kind 
than  any  other  of  our  lexicographers.  One  of  the  principal  objects  of  his 
visit  to  this  country  was  to  become  acquainted  with  our  pronunciation,  and 
to  correct  by  it  that  of  the  United  States.  His  great  literary  and  philolo- 
gical attainments  gave  him,  besides,  all  the  aid  which  could  be  derived  from 
such  sources  in  determining  the  genuine  pronunciation  of  our  words. 

Not  the  least  excellency  in  Webster's  Dictionary  is  that  it  retains 
all  that  is  valuable  in  .Tohnson's.  In  this  respect,  Dr.  Webster  had  a  mani- 
fest advantage  over  his  predecessor.  Dr.  Johnson  laid  a  noble  foundation 
for  all  succeeding  lexicographers ;  and  he  will  ever  be  entitled  to  the  grati* 
tude  and  respect  of  Englishmen  for  having  vanquished  the  great  difficulties 
which  beset  the  task  at  the  outset.  There  is  no  greater  effort  of  the 
human  mind  on  record.  Dr.  Webster  had  more  special  qualifications  for 
the  office  of  lexicographer,  and  he  was  scarcely  inferior  to  Dr.  Johnson  in 
the  amount  of  energy  and  perseverance  which  he  displayed  ;  but  his  task 
was  comparatively  easy  and  straightforward,  after  the  most  formidable 
obstacles  had  thus  been  cleared  out  of  his  way.  Johnson's,  too,  was  the 
work  of  two  or  three  years;  Webster's  that  of  a  long  life.  While  there- 
fore, we  admire  the  vast  attainments  and  prolonged  labour  of  the  one,  we 
cannot  but  ascribe  the  highest  praise  to  the  profound  genius  and  gigantic 
effort  of  the  other.  Dr.  Johnson  commenced  the  work ;  Dr.  Webster 
consummated  it. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  respective  merits  of  the  two  lexicographers,  in 
Webster's  Dictionary  we  reap  the  benefit  of  the  labours  of  both,  which  is 
for  us  the  practical  question.  Regarded  as  their  joint  production,  it  has 
the  immense  advantage  of  being  written  by  a  great  man  in  each  of  its  de- 
partments— the  literary  and  the  philological.  And  as  it  is  quite  impossible 
that  any  one  man  could  combine  great  and  distinguished  ability  in  both  of 
these  departments,  this  conjunction  of  talent  is  the  best  that  could  be  de 
sired  for  the  production  of  al  dictionary. 
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The  possession  of  a  work  produced  under  such  circumstances  is  an  in« 
estimable  boon  to  our  language  and  nation.  We  trust  that  no  narrow 
prejudices  will  be  allowed  to  operate  against  its  speedy  and  general  adop- 
tion in  this  country.  It  is  already  the  acknowledged  standard  for  one  half 
of  the  great  family  who  speak  our  native  tongue;  let  it  now  become  the 
standard  of  the  remaining  half.  In  placing  it  in  this  position  we  shall  be 
adopting  a  work  of  which  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  may  justly  beproud,  and 
the  nonour  of  which  is  equally  shared  by  the  two  great  nations  composing 
that  race. 

It  is  accordingly  a  great  pleasure  to  observe  that  several  new  editions  of 
this  work  are  at  present  being  brought  out  by  some  of  our  enterprising 
publishers. 

The  present  edition  is  the  abridgment  which  was  made  by  Mr.  Wor- 
cester under  Dr.  Webster's  direction  in  1829.  It  only  omits  the  passages 
cited  to  illustrate  the  definitions ;  and  these,  we  think,  are  of  very  little 
consequence  either  one  way  or  the  other,  as  the  lexicographer's  authority 
sliould  be  sufficient.  We  believe  it  is  one  of  the  cheapest  and  best  editions 
of  the  work  that  have  been  published  in  this  country. 


ELEMEWTARY  MECHANICS,  BESIONED  CHIEFLY  FOR  THE  USE  OF  SCHOOLS. 
PART  I.  STATICS.  BY  HARVEY  GOODWIN,  M.A.,  LATE  FELLOW  AND 
MATHEMATICAL  LECTURER  OF  GONVTLLE  AND  CAIUS  COLLEGE.  (Cam- 
bridge :  John  Deighton.) 

The  body  of  this  work  is  in  great  measure  a  reprint  of  the  "  Statics" 
in  Mr.  Goodwin's  "  Course  of  Elementary  Mathematics."  In  order  to 
adapt  the  work  to  the  use  of  young  students,  the  author  has  added  two 
chapters  on  '*  Experimental  Mechanics,"  and  a  Conversation  and  Exami- 
nation upon  every  chapter.  A  Collection  of  Problems  is  appended  to  the 
whole. 

The  Demonstrative  part  is  so  well  known  as  to  need  no  remark. 

The  Experimental  part  which  has  been  added  is  a  very  useful  feature  ; 
but  we  think  it  ought  to  have  been  interwoven  with  the  Demonstrative. 
If  the  Experimental  Mechanics  had  been  intended  as  a  separate  course 
for  pupils  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  understand  the  abstract  treatment 
of  the  subject,  the  arrangement  adopted  would  have  been  necessary ;  but 
the  pupils  are  supposed  to  have  "  laid  a  good  foundation  of  Geometry, 
Algebra,  and  Trigonometry"  before  commencing  to  read  the  book.  For 
such  pupils  the  problems  might  have  been  proved  both  experimentally 
and  demonstratively  at  the  same  time.  The  practical  and  the  theoretical 
would  then  have  gone  hand  in  hand,  assisting  and  strengthening  each 
other ;  the  teaching  would  have  been  more  effective  in  consequence ;  and 
the  work  would  have  acquired  greater  unity  of  design. 

The  Conversations  are  also  useful  in  affording  further  illustrations  of  the 
subjects  treated  of;  but,  as  in  all  scientific  dialogues,  the  pupil  quite 
distances  the  tutor  in  acuteness,  and  occasionally  takes  his  place. 

The  Examination  Questions  at  the  end  of  each  chapter  will  be  of  service 
to  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  tutor ;  but  for  the  un- 
assisted student,  the  answers  and  solutions  are  absolutely  necessary. 

The  work  is  well  adapted  to  the  higher  class  of  schools  and  students, 
but  not  for  elementary  schools  and  schoolmasters,  as  there  is  little  or  no 
practical  application  of  the  subject.  Industrial  Mechanics  is  an  essential 
feature  in  any  work  intended  for  their  use. 
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THE    ANTICLEPTIC    OIIADUS.  FOUNDED   ON     QUICIIERAT  S     TH£SAURUS 

POETICUS   LINGUJE    LATiNA.      EDITED    BY    T.     K.    AEKOLD.       (London  : 

Rivingtons,) 

This  is  the  age  of  modernisation  and  advancement.  All  the  venerable 
relics  of  antiquity  are  disappearing  gradually  from  amongst  us.  The 
Gradus  ad  Parnassum  is  even  dislodged  from  its  hoary  stronghold,  and 
forced  to  capitulate.  Its  fall  will  be.  deeply  lamented  by  the  youthful 
race  of  versifiers.  How  dear  to  their  memory  the  long  list  of  verses, 
culled  from  divers  sources,  annexed  to  each  word  I  How  useful  to  us  in 
our  school-days  was  this  boundless  well  of  poetic  inspiration  !  When  we 
ourselves  had  nothing  in  particular  to  say,  and  no  words  to  say  it  in, 
when  our  "tenue  carmen"  began  '*  et  pluteum  credere,  et  demorsos 
sapere  ungues,"  then  how  gladly  did  we  have  recourse  to  this  springing 
fountain  !  To  be  sure,  the  verses  thus  interpolated  wholesale  were  like 
a  golden  fringe  round  a  beggar's  tattered  garment,  but  at  ail  events 
there  were  some  good  verses  in  a  copy  wherein  otherwise  there  would 
have  been  none,  and  surely  that  was  something.  But,  alas!  the  foun- 
tain is  now  sealed,  its  waters  henceforth  are  to  be  dried  up ;  and  of 
this  consummation  the  above  edition  of  the  Gradus  will  be  the  cause. 
The  absence  then  of  these  verses  is  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  above 
work ;  and  herein  consists  its  great  excellence.  The  versifier  will  no 
longer  be  able  to  appropriate  whole  lines,  without  using  his  own  powers ; 
and  thus  the  fact  gives  its  title  of  antic leptic  or  anti-pilfering  to  the 
book.  Another  improvement  is,  that  the  synonymous  expressions  are 
arranged  under  the  already  classified  meaning  of  a  word  :  for  instance, 
under  the  word  *'  gravis,"  to  the  first  meaning  of  heavy,  weighty,  are 
attached  the  synonymes  ''onerosus,  ponderosus  ;"  to  the  meaning  of 
**  formidable'*  are  subjoined  the  expressions  **  metuendus,  acer ;" — thus 
the  scholar  is  prevented,  as  Mr.  Arnold  observes  in  his  preface,  from  the 
mistake  of  substituting  '*  ponderosus"  for  *'  gravis"  in  such  combina- 
tions as  gravis  hircus,  or  gmves  Persee.  The  phrases  also  connected 
with  any  particular  word  are  very  copious  and  carefully  drawn  up.  We 
hope  therefore  this  edition  will  be  extensively  used,  as  it  avoids  the  ob- 
jections which  lie  against  the  use  of  the  Gradus  in  its  common  form. 


SCHOOL   ECONOMY*      BY   JELINGEa   SYMONS,  A.B.    FOOLSCAP  8V0.  Pp.   188. 

(London  :  John  W.  Parker  and  Son.) 
This  volume  consists  of  three  parts.     Part  I.  treats  of  the  general  ques- 
tion of  Popular  Education ;  Part  H.  relates  to  Systems  and  Methods 
of  Teaching ;  Part  III.  is  devoted  to  Industrial  Training. 

In  the  first  two  parts  Mr.  Symons  touches  upon  most  points  of  interest 
connected  with  the  politics  and  the  practice  of  elementary  education  re- 
spectively. He  makes  a  much  lower  estimate  of  the  existing  means  and 
the  prevailing  system  of  education  than  that  with  which  we  are  accustomed 
to  flatter  ourselves ;  and  he  seeks  the  remedies  in  an  extension  of  the 
functions  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  in  in- 
creased moral  and  industrial  training.  These  two  parts  are  written  in 
the  usual  vigorous  style  of  Mr,  Symons's  reports,  and  contain  valuable 
and  practical  suggestions.  There  is  perhaps  a  little  too  much  quotation 
from  works  within  everybody's  reach. 

The  last  division  is  that  which  forms  the  special  object  of  the  work. 
Mr.  Symons,  as  one  of  her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Parochial  Union 


356  NOTICES, 07  BOOKS. 

Schools,  has  been  a  great  promoter  of  industrial  training.  It  was  he 
who  first  directed  public  attention  to  the  Quatt  Farm  School ;  and  he 
has  been  endeavouring  to  get  the  system  of  spade  husbandryj  as  pursued 
there  with  so  remarkable  results,  introduced  into  the  Parochial  Union 
Schools  in  his  district.  He  now  proposes  the  same  system  for  general 
adoption  in  elementary  schools.  His  recommendations  are  in  accordance, 
therefore,  with  the  plan  of  industrial  education  which  has  been  proposed 
by  Professor  Moseiey,  and  with  the  various  efibrts  that  are  now  being 
made  throughout  the  country  for  the  establishment  of  industrial  schools. 
It  is  proper  to  state  that  this  part  of  the  book  is  in  great  measure  a 
reprint  from  Mr.  Symous*s  Report  to  the  Committee  of  Council  for  1848. 
On  the  whole,  though  we  think  Mr.  Symons  has  too  much  ignored 
the  services  rendered  to  elementary  education  by  the  training  and  model 
schools  at  Battersea,  which  were  in  operation  before  King's  Som« 
bourne  School  was  established,  we  heartily  agree  with  his  views,  and 
can  unhesitatingly  recommend  his  book  to  the  masters  and  managers  of 
schools.  In  the  present  dearth  of  works  on  the  theory  and  practice  of 
teaching,  it  is  gratifying  to  receive  anything  of  the  kind,  and  more  espe- 
cially a  work  of  so  much  merit  as  Mr.  Symons*s  *'  School  Economy." 


A  MANUAL  OF  MATHEMATICAL  GEOGRAPHY  ;  COMPREHENDING  AN  IN- 
QUIRY INTO  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  MAPS,  WITH  RULES  FOR  TH^  FOR- 
MATION OF  MAP-PROJECTIONS.  BY  WILLIAM  HUGHES,  F.R.G.S.,  LATE 
PROFESSOR  OF  GEOGRAPHY  IN  THE  COLLEGE  FOR  CIVIL  ENGINEERS, 
AUTHOR    OF    **A    MANUAL   OF  GEOGRAPHY,"  ETC.  ETC.    SECOND  EDITION. 

(London :  Longmans,) 

This  is  a  new  and  cheaper  edition  of  Mr.  Hughes's  work  on  the  Construc- 
tion of  Maps,  which  was  originally  published  in  1843,  and  has  been  exten- 
sively introduced  into  the  superior  class  of  scientific  schools. 

It  was  the  first  work  which  Mr.  Hughes  published,  and  at  once  stamped  his 
reputation  as  a  writer  on  geography.  He  began  with  the  most  difficult  part 
of  the  science,  and  treated  it  in  a  lucid,  methodical,  and,  to  some  extent, 
original  manner.  His  work  showed  him  to  be  as  familiar  with  the  theortf^ 
as  he  was  already  known  to  be  with  the  practice  of  constructing  maps.  It 
showed  him,  in  fact,  to  possess  all  the  qualifications,  practical,  mathemati- 
cal, and  literary,  of  a  geographer  in  the  widest  sense. 

A  distinguished  proof  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  the  work  is  held  by 
the  most  competent  judges  is  afforded  by  the  fact,  to  which  we  are  happy  to 
be  able  to  g\se  further  pubHcity,  that  it  has  been  translated  into  theOordoo 
or  Hindustanee  language,  expressly  for  the  use  of  the  students  ol  the  Civil 
Engineering  College  established  uiwief  the  direction  of  the  British  Govera- 
noent  at  RcwM'kee,  in  India. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  more  about  a  work  which  is  so  well 
known,  and  so  deservedly  esteemed,  except  to  state  m  what  respects  the 
present  differs  from  the  former  edition. 

The  Apkpendix  on  Physical  Geography,  whieh  has  been  incorporated 
with  the  author's  ^'  Manual  on  Geography,*'  is  here  replaced  by  a  valuable 
chapter  containing  practical  suggestions  on  map-drawing  and  remarks  on  the 
various  uses  of  maps.  This  forms  a  kind  of  supplement  to  the  more  strictly 
scientific  portion  of  the  work,  and  will  be  of  use  to  all  who  draw  maps, 
whether  scientifically  or  mechanically.  The  pvojectien  of  a  map  of  Pales- 
tine has  been  added  to  the  problems.  A  brief  notice  is  also  l»ke»  ef  the*, 
laws  and  uses  of  the  gnomonic  projection  of  the  sphere. 
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QuES.  136. — Proposed  hy  Mr,  Collins,  Liverpool, 
A  man  has  a  calf,  which,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  has  its  first  calf ; 
at  the  end  of  three  years  after  that,  has  its  second  calf;  and  at  the  end  of 
every  two  years  after  that,  has  a  calf.  Each  calf  also,  like  the  original 
one,  when  four  years  old  has  its  first  calf;  at  the  end  of  three  years  after 
that,  has  its  second  calf;  and  at  the  end  of  every  two  years  after  that,  has 
a  calf.  How  many  head  of  cattle  will  the  man  have  at  the  end  of  30 
years  ? 

Answered  by  Nemo,  Mr,  Rightov,  and  the  Proposer. 
Let  «^  represent  the  number  of  cattle  at  the  end  of  »  years ;  then  »  _.  will  be  the 

number  at  the  end  of  #  —  1  years  ;  and  so  on. 
The  namber  of  calves  in  the  ^th  year  »  «    — -  v 

But  this  number  may  be  otherwise  expressed;  for  it  is  equal  to  the  namber  of  cows 
that  will  haye  their  first  calf  in  the  xih.  year,  +  the  number  that  will  have  their  second 
calf  in  the  ^thyear,  +  the  number  that  will  have  their  caWes  in  the  {x  ^-  2)th  year, 
excepting  those  which  hare  a  calf  for  the  first  time.    Hence  we  get 


*-7  *— 1  «— 8  *— 5  «— 7 


—  U 


*-8 


Here  the  right  hand  member  is  derired  from  the  left  by  changing  » into  or  - 1, 


x  —  % 


u      .  +  «      -  —  tt      «=*a  constant. 

*  — 4  or— 6  *  — 7 


In  order  to  determine  this  constant,  we  readily  find  the  number  of  cattle  for. the  first, 
second,  third,  &c.,  to  be  1,  1,  1,  2,  2,  2,  3, 4,  5,  &c.  Now  making  jr  «=  8  in  the  last 
formula,  we  hare  ti^  •«  4,  a^       =»  2,  n^     .  =  2,  ti^    ^  =  1,  and  «^     «  =  1> 

...4  —  2  —  2+1  —  1=0, 
—  u       .  +  tt      ^ —  u 


••.  tt    —  tt      - 

X  x  —  2 


*— 4  x—B 


0, 


tt 


=  tt      «  +  tt 

x—2  x—i 


x-7 

X  4f-a  «-4         C^-e       ^*-7)* 

By  means  of  this  formula  and  the  leading  terms  we  may  readily  calculate  the  number 
of  cattle  for  every  successive  year,  thus  we  find 


Values  of  ^, 

Values  of  Ug 

Values  of  «, 

Values  of  «« 

or  No.  years. 

or  No.  cattle. 

or  No.  years. 

or  No.  cattle. 

1 

1 

16 

22 

2 

1 

17 

28 

3 

1 

18 

34 

4 

2 

19 

44 

5 

2 

20 

45 

6 

2 

21 

66 

7 

3 

22 

86 

8 

4 

23 

104 

9 

5 

24. 

135 

10 

5 

•'IP-:.. 

160 

11 

8 

3f 

210 

.  12 

9 

27 

253 

13 

12 

28 

325 

14 

13 

29 

395 

15 

19 

30 

504 

Our  esteemed  correspondent^  N'Importe,  sent  usJiijs  following  question 
(from  the  Senate  House  ProblemSjfor  1841),  as  bei^'more  matter  of  fact 
than  the  one  originally  given,]  '^ 
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Qu9Ation  given  by  N' Importer 
A  seed  grain  is  planted,  and  when  one  year  old  produces  the  next  year 
tenfold  ;  and  when  two  years  old  and  upwards  produces  annually  eighteen- 
fuld.  Every  grain  is  planted  as  soon  as  it  is  produced,  and  the  produce 
of  each  is  according  to  the  above  law.  Find  the  number  of  grains  at  the 
end  of  the  orth  year. 

Answer. 
X«et  V    »  namber  at  the  end  of  the  Mh  year,  then  in  the  {»  +  ^)th  yeer  there  will 

be  prodaced  10  each  by  those  in  their  second  year,  and  18  eadi  by  all  the  others. 

or  11   ..  —  »^«  —  10  u    _^,  — 8«     =0. 
Let  tt     =*  m*  (Hyoiera'  Finite  Diff.,  art.  78) ; 


« 


• . 


then  «••  —  m"  —  10  m  —  8  =0, 
the  roots  of  which  are  4,  — 1,  and  —  2. 

«,  =c^  4'  +e,  (-1)*  +c,  (-2)'  .  , 

Hence  \   '^  c^   +  e     +  c^   ^  0 

1  1  a  ^ 

ttjj   -  l6Cj    +  ©2    +  4C3    =  11; 

which  solved  gives  c^   =>    ig  ^  c^   =  —  j,  c^   =  J  j 

.  „          7(4)*-27(-l)^    +go(~-2)* 
and  .'.  tf«  «  — 

QuES.  138. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Abbott^  Twickenham. 
In  how  maay  days  of  8  hours  long  will  a  naan  with  a  cart  and  horse 
transport  a  cubic  feet  of  earth  to  the  mean  distance  of  m  miles,  supposing 
the  horse  to  travel  with  the  full  load  of  b  cubic  feel,  at  the  rate  of  r  miles 
per  hour,  and  to  return  with  the  empty  cart  at  the  rate  of  ri  miles  per 
hour  ? 
Answered  by  Mr,  Collins^  Mr.  Righton,  and  Prismoid,  Tewkesbury. 

No.  hours  each  journey  =  —  +  — 


r         r. 


No.  journeys  =  — ; 

.'.  Total  No.  hours  =  t"  I  —  +  —  I 

_ _     ,  a    /m         m\       am(r  +  r.) 

.-.No.  days  =  j^  ^--  +  -^  or  -glTT^; 

QuES.  139. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Levy,  Shelbourne. 
A  cylindrical  glass,  six  inches  long,  is  forced  into  water  with  ils  moutl^ 
downwards,  until  the  water  rises  one  inch  in  the  glass ;  required  the  depll^ 
to  which  the  glass  is  depressed  in  the  water. 

Answered  by  Mr.  Righton^  Prismoid,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Sothern, 

and  the  Proposer. 
Let  X  ■»  the  depth  in  feet;  then  x  —  ^^  ss  the  depth  of  a  column  of  water  tendingt 
to  compress  the  air  in  the  glass.  Also,  let  35  feet  be  the  height  of  a  column  of  water 
which  balances  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere.  Now  the  air  is  compressed  into  -f  of 
its  original  space ;  therefore,  by  Marriott's  law,  the  pressure  of  the  aie  ua  the  glaaa  — *** 
balance  a  column  of  water  equal  to  f  of  35  ft.,  or  42  ft.    Hence  we  hftve 
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.'.  dp«  7-1^  ft. 

QuES.   140. — Proposed  by  Mr.  0,  Clazey^  Shincliffe. 

If  in  a  circle  whose  radius  is  6,  a  right-angled  triangle  be  inscribed » 
show  that,  when  a  maximum  circle  is  inscribed  in  the  triangle^  the  area 
of  the  triangle  is  36. 

Anstoered  by  Nemo,  and  similarly  by  Mr.  Cowley,  and  the  Proposer. 

Let  D  a  the  diameter  of  the  giveu  circle  ;  ^,  y  =  the  respective  sides  of  the  right- 
angled  triangle,  D  being  its  hypotenuse ;  dT »  the  diameter  of  the  inscribed  circle ; 
then 

d  s  «  +  y  —  D, 
but  y  =»  VD'  -  d?2, 

.'.  d  ==  X  +  VD'  —  0?^  —  D,  a  maximum. 
By  differentiation,  &c.,  we  get 

1  +  i  (D2  -  d?2)_i  ^  -2*  =  0, 

_  D 


d?  =  y,  and  the  triangle  is  isosceles ;  hence  the  area 


^  Qd  = 
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Prismoid»  Tewkesbury,  ans.  138,  139, 140  ;  T.  Sothern,  Burtonwood,  ans.  138,  139, 
140 ;  Gnomon,  Tewkesbury,  ans.  140 ;  A.  M.,  Cambridge,  ans.  138,  139,  140  ;  J.  Sal« 
ter,  Durham,  ans.- 138,  139,  140;  J.  Cowley,  ans.  140;  Nemo,  ans.  136,  140;  M. 
Collins,  ans.  136,  140 ;  Sam  Dyer,  Wanstead,  ans.  138,  139,  140 ;  W.  Glen,  ans.  140 ; 
J.  O.  Clazey,  Shincliffe,  ans.  140 ;  W.  H.  Levy,  Shelbourne,  ans.  138,  139,  140;  W. 
RightoD,  Riply,  ana.  136,  138,  139,  140. 


NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE   ANSWERED   IN   OVR    NUMAER   lOR    OcTOBER   1852. 

QuES.  141. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Levy,  Shelbourne, 
A  B  is  a  quadrant  of  a  given  circle,  radius  R;  ADP,  BFP,  any  two 
circles,  radii  r  and  r^,  touching  each  other  in  P  and  the  given  circle  in  the 
extremities  A  and  B  of  the  quadrant ;  and  r^,  the  radius  of  a  circle  D  F  H. 
touching  all  the  three  circles ;  then  it  is  required  to  show  that  R  ra=rri. 

QuEs.  142. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  Burnley. 
Draw  a  tangent  to  a  quadrantal  arc  that  shall  have  the  parts  between 
the  point  of  contact  and  the  produced  radii  in  a  given  ratio. 

QuES.  143. — Proposed  by  Mr.  O^Claa^ey^  Shincliffe. 
If  k;  =  sin.  ^x^  cos.  x,  find  the  value  of  x  when  i&^  is  a  maximum, 

QaEs.  144. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Tate^  Twickenham. 
U  two  given  circles  be  described  so  as  lo  cub  eaeb  other ;  it  is  required 
to  prove,  that  the  locus  of  the  centres  of  all  the  circles  touching  the  given 
circles,  the  one  internally  and  the  other  externally,  is  an  ellipse  whose 
major  diameter  is  equal  to  the  &um  of  the  radii  of  the  given  circles,  and 
w^oae  ^ci  ase  in  the  centres  of  these  circles. 
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CcvttipovLtitiut. 

POPULAR  ERROR  RESPECTING  THE  ANT. 

Sir, — It  is  remarkable  that  the  common  notion  about  the  foresight  of  the 
ant,  althongh  long  since  found  by  naturalists  to  be  erroneous,  still  main- 
tains its  ground,  not  only  in  the  vulgar  mind,  but  among  educated  people. 
In  your  notice  of  Mr.  Nicholl's  *'  Book  of  Proverbs  Explained  "  this  month, 
you  quote  two  passages  from  the  work,  *'  as  specimens  of  his  mode  of  ex- 
plaining a  proverb  by  the  aid  of  natural  history,**  and  one  of  these  speci' 
mens  is  an  explanation  of  the  proverb,  *'  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard,'' 
&c.  In  this  passage  Mr.  Nicholls  gravely  repeats  the  old  delusion,  and 
adds  some  new  and  striking  particulars  not  hitherto  brought  to  light. 

Under  these  circumstances,  you  will  perhaps  permit  me  to  point  out 
that  the  ant  is  not  a  granivorous,  but  a  carnivorous  animal.  It 
preys  on  the  soft  parts,  especially  the  viscera,  of  other  insects,  or  upon 
worms,  small  birds,  and  other  animals.  Everybody  knows,  that  if  we 
place  the  dead  body  of  a  small  animal  in  or  near  an  ant's  nest,  the  insects 
will  eat  off  the  flesh,  and  leave  the  skeleton  quite  bare  and  white,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days.  This,  in  fact,  is  the  usual  way  in  which  naturalists 
get  the  flesh  cleared  from  skeletons,  or  parts  of  skeletons,  which  they  may 
wish  to  inspect.  Nor  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  oriental  ants  difler  in 
their  habits  from  those  of  the  west.  The  Formica  is  carnivorous  all  the 
world  over. 

The  things  which  are  taken  for  grains  of  corn  (although  they  are  more 
like  grains  of  rice)  are  the  pupae  or  chry sales  of  the  animals.  The  ants 
are  remarkable  for  their  devoted  attention  to  these.  They  are  heaped  up 
in  their  spacious  apartments,  and  borne  out  occasionally  to  enjoy  the  sun. 

Mr.  Nicholls  even  goes  the  length  of  saying,  that  "when  the  grain 
happens  to  be  too  heavy,  those  that  have  no  burden  cut  it  in  two,  and 
take  the  half  upon  their  own  shoulders.*'  There  would  be  small  chance 
in  this  case  for  the  embryo  inside  the  supposed  grain  of  corn.  If  the  habit 
were  indeed  very  general,  the  mutual  kindness  of  the  insects  would  end 
in  the  extermination  of  their  race. 

Many  people  will  be  indisposed  to  believe  the  account  which  natural 
history  gives  of  the  ant,  because  the  popular  notion  has  the  sanction  of 
the  wisest  man  that  ever  lived,  and  the  apparent  authority  therefore  of 
the  Bible.  But  we  must  suppose  that  the  wisdom  which  God  gave 
Solomon  was  of  a  heavenly  rather  than  an  earthly  kind,  although,  as  we 
are  told,  he  was  learned  in  all  the  science  of  the  time.  Considering  the 
imperfect  nature  of  this  science,  we  must  not  wonder  if  we  find  "  the 
wisest  man  "  fallible  in  matters  of  human  knowledge.  The  divine  wisdom 
of  the  proverb  still  remains,  although  the  illustration  chosen  to  embody  it 
was  founded  on  the  shifting  sands  of  a  popular  misconception,  and  cannot 
now  stand  any  longer. 

The  scientinc  account  of  the  ant  is  doubtless  much  less  poetical  than  the 

popular  one,  and  the  latter  is  so  firmly  rooted  in  people's  minds,  after  the 

teaching  of  ages,  that  we  cannot  wonder  at  their  showing  some  reloctance 

to  give  it  up  as  a  mere  fiction.     It  is  this  consideration  only  which  can 

explain  the  fact,  that  although  natural  history  has  long  since  shown  the 

common  notion  to  be  erroneous,  it  still  remains  the  common  notion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

,  A  Subscriber. 
July  15, 1852. 
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INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS, 

HBNLBY-0N-THAMB8. 

This  school  was  opened  in  1849,  and  the  ground  attached  (177  poles)  was  ditided 
into  sbcty-eight  allotments, — viz.,  foarteen  of  four  poles,  twenty-three  of  three,  twenty- 
one  of  two,  and  ten  of  one.  These  allotments  are  let  to  the  best  boys  at  6d,  a  pole ; 
the  boys  in  the  first  class  are  allowed  to  have  four  poles,  in  the  second  Uiree,  in  the  third 
two,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  one  pole  a-piece. 

When  a  boy  leaves  school,  he  is  required  to  give  up  his  allotment;  his  crept 
are  valued  by  two  of  the  senior  boys,  and  his  successor  pays  him  the  full  price.  Every 
Wednesday  afternoon  is  devoted  to  gardening;  this  is  ibund  to  be  sufficient,  as 
most  of  the  boys  come  after  school-hours.  Every  encouragement  is  given  them  to  do 
so;  their  work  over,  there  is  an  excellent  playground  (148  feet  by  108),  in  which  they 
amuse  themselves  till  dark. 

I  inquired  this  morning  if  any  boy  could  tell  me  the  value  of  his  last  year's  crop ; 
several  hands  were  instantly  held  out.  I  send  you  a  few  of  their  answers.  Two  boys, 
holders  of  four  poles,  had  kept  account  of  what  they  had  sold.  Wheeler,  the  boy  selected 
yesterday  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  a  pupil-teacher,  had  sold  I6s.  worth  of  vege- 
tables ;  and  the  other,  Freeman,  one  of  the  pupil- teachers,  18*.  worth;  three  brothers, 
having  seven  poles  between  them,  had  made  24«. ;  one,  having  two  poles,  produced 
his  book,  and  I  found  he  had  made  11«.  6d,  He  tells  me  that  his  whole  family  took 
great  delight  in  keeping  this  account.  Several  boys  had  made  12«.,  others  10«.,  and  one 
little  fellow,  the  holder  of  one  pole,  sold  3».  worth  of  beans,  this  account  I  had  from 
his  father.  I  need  scarcely  say  the  gardens  are  very  popular,  both  with  the  boys  and 
their  parents ;  at  this  time  I  have  a  number  of  applications  for  the  allotments  as  they 
fall  vacant. 

We  hope  shortly  to  be  able  to  take  more  ground  for  the  boys.  All  are  taught  garden- 
ing. Each  boy  is  allowed  to  take  another  with  him,  and  the  gardens  belonging  to 
myself  and  the  school-mistress  are  entirely  cultivated  by  the  boys. 

The  way  in  which  the  school  is  supported  shows  how  much  the  parents  in  the  town 
and  neighbourhood  appreciate  the  instruction  their  children  are  receiving;  the  numbers 
are  rapidly  increasing^  and  the  school  payments  have  nearly  doubled  within  the  last 
six  months,  and  the  general  conduct  of  the  boys  has  been  highly  satisfactory. 

Considerably  more  than  a  hundred  strangers  have  visited  the  school  and  gardens 
during  the  past  year. 

An  account  will  now  be  kept  of  everything  grown  in  the  gardens,  and  at  your  next 
visit  we  hope  to  be  able  to  lay  before  you  the  income  and  expenditure  for  the  year.  It 
is  proposed  to  plant  small  fruit  trees,  as  raspberry,  gooseberry,  and  currant,  in  the  gar- 
dens during  the  autumn,,  and  build  a  toolhouse  and  piggery. 

(Signed)  Edwin  J.  Rawlins,  Master. 

FINCHLET, 

There  are  in  the  schools  89  boys,  45  girls,  and  50  infants.  The  number  of  children 
undar  industrial  training  are  40  boys  and  11  girls.  An  acre  and  a  half  of  ground  at  the 
rear  of  the  schools  has  been  laid  out  in  fifty  allotments,  of  two  poles  each,  with  a 
master's  garden  of  thirty  poles.  In  these  the  boys  are  employed  in  practical  gardening 
every  Tuesday  morning,  from  half-past  ten  to  twelve  ;  and  every  Monday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  from  half-past  four  till  half-past  five.  There  is  a  flower  border 
of  fifteen  poles,  from  which  they  are  instructed  in  floriculture,  &c, ;  thus  making  a  total 
of  135  poles  under  cultivation. 

The  produce  of  the  respective  gardens  is  either  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  boys,  or 
taken  home  for  the  parents'  use.  The  total  amount  of  the  gardens  belonging  to  Class  I. 
amounted,  in  1851,  to  18/.  3«.  4d.,  averaging  18«.  2d.  per  boy. 

A  commodious  workshop  has  been  erected,  adjoining  the  boys'  school,  for  the  other 
industrial  employments ;  and  the  numbers  are,  six  boys  employed  in  carpentering,  seven 
in  painting  and  glazing,  and  six  in  shoemaking,  in  which  branches  they  are  instructed 
three  times  a  week,  all  (with  the  exception  of  one  hour  on  Wednesday)  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary school-time. 

In  addition  to  this,  each  boy  has  a  book  in  which  he  is  taught  to  enter  the  expenses, 
time,  and  materials  of  his  several  occupations,  and  on  the  other  side  the  produce  of  them ; 
thus  early  instilling  into  them  habits  of  care  and  providence,  which  will  be  a  great  help 
to  them  in  after  life. 

The  industrial  girls  are  employed  in  their  department  during  the  whole  of  Tuesday 
morning,  from  six  till  half-past  twelve,  and  during  an  hour  or  two  on  each  week  day,  in 
the  intervals  of  school  time.    This  consists  in  washing  the  blouses  and  pinafores  worn  by 
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the  hojB,  girlf,  and  infants ;  and  the  towels  and  other  clothes  used  in  the  sehoolsi  as 
well  as  some  of  their  own  clothes.  They  also  make  bread,  and  on  washing-day, 
assisted  by  the  mistress,  oook  their  dinner  and  prepare  breakfast.  They  are  instracted 
in  the  practice  and  art  of  Tarious  branches  of  cookery,  household  work,  and  needlework ; 
and  are  well  versed  in  the  manuals  on  those  matters. 

VOKTHAMPTON,    6L0UCBSTERSHIRE. 

The  quantity  of  land  attached  to  Forthampton  school  is  one  acre,  half  of  which  is 
cnltivated  by  the  master  of  the  school,  and  the  other  half  by  the  boys.  The  rent  which 
the  master  pays  is  1/.  4f.  per  year,  and  the  boys  pay  1/.  15«.  for  rent,  manure,  and 
kidney-bean  sticks,  which  Mr.  Yorke,  the  patron  of  the  school,  has  engaged  to  find  for 
them. 

The  master  cnltiTates  his  land  as  a  Belgian  farm,  growing  wheat,  Italian  rye-grasi, 
and  mangel-wurzel,  for  the  keep  of  a  cow,  which  he  "  house  feeds."  By  this  mode  of 
honse^feeding  he  is  enabled  to  save  all  the  urine  from  the  cow  in  a  tank,  which  is  by 
the  side  of  the  cow-house,  covered  over ;  he  pumps  it  from  the  tank,  and  applies  it  to 
the  Italian  rye-grass,  which  enables  him  to  mow  the  grass  about  the  end  of  April. 
His  system  of  cultivation  is  the  three-course  rotation,  which  the  following  diagram  will 
explain  :•— 


Fi&stYbar   •  .  . 

Ist. 
Mangel  Wurzcl. 

2nd. 
"Wheat 

3rd. 
Grass. 

SscoND  Year    .  . 

Wheat. 

Grass. 

Mangel  Wurzel. 

Third  Year  .  .  . 

Grass. 

Mangel  VVurzel. 

"Wheat. 

By  this  system  of  cultivation  the  largest  crops  are  raised  at  the  least  expense,  and 
with  the  least  injury  to  the  land. 

The  cost  of  a  small  cow  is  about  10/. ;  she  is  fed  in  the  summer  with  Italian  rye- 
grass, and  in  the  winter  with  mangel-wurzel,  hay,  and  straw.  The  net  produce  is  about 
10/.  per  year. 

As  there  are  cottage  allotments  in  the  parish  of  half  an  acre  each,  the  master  has 
one,  on  which  he  grows  wheat,  potatoes,  &c. ;  from  this  he  feeds  two  pigs.  The  cot- 
tage  allotments  are  raising  the  position  of  the  poor  very  much  in  this  parish. 

The  plan  which  the  master  adopts  for  planting  his  wheat  is  that  recommended  by  Mr. 
Davis — viz.,  thin  sowing;  last  year  he  planted  one  peck  of  wheat,  and  the  return  was 
twenty- one  bushels  from  the  peck. 

The  half  acre  which  is  cultivated  by  the  boys,  is  planted  like  a  kitchen  garden,  with 
onions,  broad  beans,  parsnips,  carrots,  cabbage,  kidney-beans,  and  potatoes.  The  pro- 
duce is  sold  ;  and,  after  deducting  the  rent  and  expenses,  the  surplus  proceeds  are  divided 
among  them,  which  is  from  2/.  to  3/.  Those  who  exhibit  the  most  industry,  both  in  the 
school  and  garden,  are  masters  over  the  others.  To  these  the  schoolmaster  gives  4f. 
each ;  to  the  next  class  he  gives  2«.  6d.  each ;  to  the  next,  Is,  6d,  each ;  and  to  the 
next,  Is,  each.  The  time  devoted  by  the  boys  to  gardening  is  during  the  time  the  girls 
are  sewing;  thus  the  whole  school  is  engaged  at  the  same  time  in  industry,  without  any 
inconvenience  to  the  schocl. 

MR.    BATSON^S   FARM   AT   KYNASTOK,    HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Twenty  boys  boarded  at  an  expense  per  boy,  per  week,  of    .        .     2«.     9^d, 
Clothed,  ditto  .  .  .  .  .1*.     2irf. 


Total  expense  for  each  boy  per  week         .  .         .     3«.  11<}</. 

This  calculation  does  not  include  the  person  who  works  with  the  boys. 

The  ages  of  the  boys  are  from  nine  to  fifteen.  The  intellectual  instruction  is  given  at 
night.  During  the  day  they  are  employed  in  agriculture,  **  in  learning  to  be  good  and 
skilful  labourers,  and  to  get  their  own  living.''  Mr.  Batson  considers  that  the  boys  may 
be  made  to  pay  for  their  own  maintenance,  and  that  the  system  may  be  carried  out  suc- 
cessfully. 

LAWTON   INDUSTRIAL   AND   INFANTS*   SCHOOLS. 

Two  years  ago  a  laundry  was  added,  and  from  that  time  to  this  six  girls  have  been  em- 
ployed during  two  half-days  of  each  week  in  washing  the  school  pinafores,  &c.,  and  such 
clothes  as  their  parents  like  to  send,  providing  their  own  soap  and  starch  for  the  latter. 
The  industrial  work  has  been  recently  extended,  so  as  to  include  baking,  household  work. 
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antl  tatk  eodkiug  as  ten  be  learned  by  pre)liirtng  S  dinner  erery  Thnnday ;  ibey  not 
only  cook  tbe  dinner,  bnt  calculate  and  set  down  tbe  coit. 

The  school  fees  were  Id,  a  week ;  they  are  now:  industrial  and  ilrst-class  girls,  id, ; 
second-dase  girls,  M.  \  third  and  fou)rth  class  and  infants,  2d. ;  widowers*  children  be- 
longittf  to  parish,  Id, ;  widows'  chitdrenbelongingto  the  parish,  frec-^Jflimfet,  1851*52. 

HMALB   SmTANTS'   TRAIKIKO   SCHOOL,   HANLBT   CASTLB,  WOSOISTSRSHIKI. 

The  object  of  this  institution  is  to  train  young  giris  as  household  servants.  They  are 
taught  reading,  writing,  and  the  first  four  rules  of  arithmetic,  plain  cooking,  to  make 
and  bake  bread,  to  wash  and  iron,  to  get  up  linen,  &c.  &c.  The  terms  are  4*.  per  week 
for  clothing,  lodging,  boarding,  and  education,  and  lOe,  entrance.  They  are  not  ad- 
mitted under  ten  years  of  age,  nor  allowed  to  leare  until  they  are  sixteen. 

This  institution  was  csrried  on  under  the  superintendence  of  Lady  Darell.  Her  lady- 
ship baa  left  Hanley,  and  the  house  is  now  closed. 

There  were  two  matrons  in  the  establishment)  the  wages  of  the  two,  26/.  per  annum. 
The  ordinary  number  of  girls  in  the  house  was  twenty-eight.  The  weekly  expense  of 
board  for  each  girl  was  4«.  The  clergyman  of  the  parish  superintended  the  religious  in- 
struction. 

From  a  useful  work  on  School  Economy  by  Mr.  Jellinger  Symons^  I  quotiB  ^e  fol- 
lowing t — 

Some  of  the  workhouse  schools  are  industrial  already,  and  afford,  in  many  respects 
excellent  examples  of  spade  labour,  and  of  useful  household  works  for  giris.  In  these 
schools,  three  hours  daily  are  at  least  set  apart  for  school  instruction,  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  rest  of  the  day  to  labour. 

On  a  school-farm  of  four-and-a-half  acres,  it  will  be  advisable  to  keep  at  least  two  or 
three  cows  stall-fed,  and  as  many  pigs  as  there  is  food  for. 

The  arable  land  may  be  divided  into  six  or  seven  equal  parts.  The  produce  will  de- 
pend merely  on  the  manure,  drains,  and  tank.  The  dairy  is  a  great  source  of  profit.  I 
have  heard  of  instances  where  29i.  or  30/.  have  been  made  in  a  single  year  by  the  calf 
and  milk  of  a  single  cow.     Sixteen  pounds  is  below  rather  than  above  the  average. 

On  fonr'and-a-half  acres,  thirteen  boys  and  four  girls  would  be  employed ;  the  ex- 
pense of  their  dinner  will  average  10<f*  per  week  per  hettd^'—ApptndUf  to  a  Sermon  by 
the  Rev.  H.  W.  Bellairs. 
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I. — No  child  shall  be  admitted  under  six  years  of  age,  and  unless  recommended  by  a 
subseribeTi  who  is  expeeted  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  parents  and  child,  and  has 
obtained  the  promise  of  the  parents,  on  behalf  of  the  child,  to  conform  to  the  rules  of 
the  school. 

It.^-Twopenoe  per  we^  mUst  be  paid  re|ularly  for  each  ehild)  en  every  Monday 
morning ;  bnt  no  other  charge  whatever  will  be  made. 

III.— >>The  children  are  inquired  to  be  at  school  etery  morning  at  bins  o'clsck)  and 
every  afternoon  at  two  o'clock,  punctually,  Saturday  excepted.  Their  disobedience  of 
this  rule  will  subjeet  them  to  punishment.  Their  persons  must  be  deanly^  and  their 
apparel  in  decent  repair. 

IV. — All  employment  of  the  children^  and  elaminati6n  of  the  classes,  from  1st  of 
October  to  Ist  of  April  following)  Shall  cease  at  four  o'clock ;  and  from  Ist  April  to  Ist 
October  following,  at  half-past  four  o'clock ;  at  which  times  the  master  and  mistress 
shall  direct  the  books^  slates,  &c.  to  be  put  Sway,  and  prayers  shall  eommenoe  t  which) 
when  concladed,  the  schools  shall  be  dismissed. 

V. — Children  are  on  no  account  to  be  kept  from  school  without  permission  from  the 
master  or  mistress.  Their  absence  will  occasion  their  suspension.  And  if  such  absence 
shall  continue  for  three  successive  Weekb,  eldepttn^  through  sickness,  or  some  other 
urgent  necessity,  which  must  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  chairman  and  hono- 
rary secretary,  will  not  be  rft-admitted.  And  any  children  who  may  have  been  suspehded 
for  Sbdebce  ori  tWo  occasions,  will  not  be  re-admitted  i  unless  it  should  be  made  clear  td 
the  febalrtnan  atid  hohOraty  secretary,  that  there  are  good  and  valid  reasbhs  for  relaxing 

this  rnte. 

VI. — Children  ate  requii-ed  lo  be  at  school  on  Sunday  morhib^  at  half-past  nine  o*clock, 
and  in  the  afteirnoon  at  two  o'clock,  to  receive  religious  instruction,  and  proceed  to  Trinity 
Church. 

Vtl. — ^That  in  cSSe  of  gross  misconduct  on  the  part  of  any  child,  the  master  or  mis- 
tress be  authorized  to  suspend  such  child  from  attending  the  schooV;  and  are  enjoined 
immediately  to  report  the  same  to  the  chairman  or  honorary  secretary. 
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VIII.-— That  serere  corporal  punishment  shall  not  be  inflicted  by  the  master,  except 
in  cases  of  gpross  misconduct :  and  then  such  punishment  shall  take  place  in  the  presence 
of  one  or  more  members  of  the  committee. 

IX. — ^That  the  school  shall  break  up  about  Midsummer  and  Christmas,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  committee,  who  shall  fix  the  precise  titne  for  the  commencement  and  ter- 
mination of  the  vacation. 

X. — ^That  the  schools  shall  be  conducted  by  a  committee  of  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
not  exceeding  eight  in  number  for  each  school,  who  shall  elect  from  amongst  the  sub- 
scribers their  respective  members.  All  rules  for  the  government  of  the  schools  shall  be 
made  by  the  gentlemen's  committee,  as  occasion  shall  demand,  open  to  the  suggestions 
of  the  ladies'  committee ;  and  it  is  required  of  every  member  of  the  committees  on  no 
pretence  to  depart  from  their  strict  meaning  and  intention. 

XI. — That  three  members  of  the  gentlemen's  committee'  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  general  business  of  the  schools.  But  for  the  purpose  of  admitting  children, 
hearing  complaintSi  and  deciding  on  the  minor  details  of  the  schools,  two  members 
shall  be  sufficient. 

XII.— That  no  individual  of  the  committees  shall  alter  any  of  the  rules,  or  set  aside 
the  authority  of  the  master  or  mistress  in  the  management  of  the  schools.  All  matters 
relating  thereto  shall  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  gentlemen's  committee ;  and 
the  question  or  questions,  having  been  put  by  the  chairman,  shall  be  decided  by  the  ma- 
jority of  votes. 

XIII. — The'duties  of  members  of  the  committees  visitine  the  schools  are  to  endeavour, 
by  observstion  and  examination,  to  ascertain  their  conditionand  progress.  It  ia  desirable 
that  the  comments  or  suggestions  they  may  wuh  to  make  be  communicated  to  the  mas- 
ter or  mistress  in  private. 

XIV. — That  the  gentlemen's  committee  shall  meet  from  time  to  time  as  may  appesr 
expedient  to  the  chairman,  who  shall  direct  the  honarary  secretary  to  summon  the 
committee  for  such  hour  and  place  as  he  shall  consider  most  convenient ;  the  object  of 
the  meeting  being  stated  in  the  summons.  But  a  special  meeting  may  be  convened  at 
any  time,  on  application  to  the  honorary  secretary  in  writing,  from  two  or  more  of  the 
subscribers. 

XV.— That  the  ladies*  committee  shall  meet  from  time  to  time  as  may  appear  to 
them  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  girls'  school,  and  for  communicating  to  the  gen- 
tlemen's committee  any  observations  they  may  desire  to  make  to  it.  The  committee 
for  examination  of  classes  shall  be  limited  to  once  a  month  only,  subject  to  their  own 
arrangements  as  to  the  day  on  which  such  examination  shall  take  place. 

XVI. — The  committee,  being  specially  assembled,  shall  be  competent  on  due  and  snf- ' 
ficient  cause,  as  to  them  it  shall  appear,  to  remove  from  his  office  the  chairman, 
treasurer,  honorary  secretary,  or  any  other  member  of  the  committee,  and  to  elect  their 
successors. 

XVII. — That  the  minister  of  Trinity  Church  be,  ex  officio^  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  be  requested  to  superintend  the  religious  instruction  given  to  the  children 
in  either  school. 

XVIII. — That  in  the  absence  of  their  perpetual  chairman,  the  committee  shall  choose 
ts  own. 

XIX. — That  if  any  member  of  the  committee  shall  see  reason  to  dis&pprove  the 
conduct  of  the  master  or  mistress  personally,  or  in  their  official  capacity,  they  shall  re- 
port the  same  to  the  gentlemen's  committee. 

XX. — That  should  the  msster  or  mistress  be  of  opinion  that  any  member  of  the 
committees,  visiting  the  schools,  interferes  with  the  due  exercise  of  their  authority, 
they  shall  report  the  same  to  the  gentlemen's  committee. 


Co  Cotvii^pontrentie^. 

W.  J.  R.—  Since  the  receipt  of  W.  J.  R.'s  note,  the  book  he  refers  to  has  been  ex- 
amined, and  the  method  given  in  Y.'s  paper  is  found  not  to  be  the  same,  but  a  better 
and  a  more  comprehensive  one.  The  author  himself  says  (p.  108).  '*  In  this  process 
we  suppose  «  to  be  a  finite  quantity ;  therefore  if  u  admits  of  infinite  values,  this 
method  does  not  give  them,  and  we  are  left  in  ignorance  as  to  whether  there  are  such 
values  or  not."  And  a  tecond  rule  is  accordingly  given  to  remedy  this  defect.  W.  J.  R., 
will  observe  that  T.'s  rule  requires  no  such  supplementary  work. 

•*  Subscriber." — ^The  Editor  has  not  seen  the  book  you  ask  about.  The  portion  of 
the  Journal  out  of  print  is  now  reprinted,  and  complete  sets  of  the  New  Series,  may  be 
had  in  5  vols,  at  Is.  6f7.  each ;  also  one  set  of  the  First  Series. 
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STYLE— ON  THE  STUDY  OF  STANDARD  ENGLISH 

AUTHORS. 

{Concluded from p,  326.) 

We  have  subjoined  the  following  extracts  by  way  of  appendix  to  our 
remarks  upon  style.  To  those  who  are  making  a  study  of  the  art  of 
expression^  nothing  can  be  more  useful  and  interesting,  than  to  observe 
the  various  treatment  which  sentiments,  or  images  substantially  the  same, 
have  received  at  the  hands,  of  different  authors  of  eminence. 

ILLUMINATION    BEFORE    DEATH. 

"  Gaunt, — Oh,  but  they  say  the  tongues  of  dying  men 
Enforce^attention,  like  deep  harmony. 
Where  words  are  scarce,  they  are  seldom  spent  in  vain. 
For  they  breathe  truth,  that  breathe  their  words  in  pain.'' 

Shakespeare,  Richard  II.  Act  IT,  Sc,  1. 

"  Dying  words  are  wont  to  be  weightiest ;  the  soul  when  it  is  entering  int 
glory,  breathes  nothing  but  divine." 

Bishop  Hall,  Contemplations,  B,  XVL  C.  2. 

*'  Men  sometimes,  upon  the  hour  of  their  departure,  do  speak  and  reason 
above  themselves ;  for  then  the  soul,  beginning  to  be  freed  from  the  ligaments 
of  the  body,  begins  to  reason  like  herself,  and  to  discourse  in  a  strain  above 
mortality.'*— Sir  T.  Browne's  Religio-Medici. 

*'  The  nearer  we  draw  unto  God  the  more  we  are  oftentimes  enlightened  with 
the  shining  beams  of  his  glorious  presence,  as  being  then  even  almost  in 
sight." — Hooker's  Eccles.  Pol.  B.  V. 

"  The  soul's  dark  cottage,  battered  and  decayed. 
Lets  in  new  light  through  chinks  that  time  has  made. 
Stronger  by  weakness,  wiser  men  become 
As  they  draw  near  to  their  eternal  home. 
Leaving  the  old,  both  worlds  at  once  they  view 
That  stand  upon  the  threshold  of  the  new."— Waller. 

"  But  in  the  diseases  now  mentioned  there  is  not  so  much  as  this  shadow  of 
probability  to  lead  us  to  any  such  conclusion  as  to  the  reflecting  powers  which 
we  have  at  present ;  for,  in  those  diseases,  persons  the  moment  before  death 
appear  to  be  in  the  highest  vigour  of  life.  They  discover  apprehension,  me- 
mory, reason,  all  entire;  with  the  utmost  force  of  affection;  sense  of  a  cha- 
racter, of  shame  and  honour,  and  the  highest  mental  enjoyments  and  sufferings, 
even  to  the  last  gasp ;  and  these  surely  prove  even  greater  vigour  of  life  than 
bodily  strength  docs." — Bishop  Butler's  Analogy,  Fart  I.  C,  1. 

"  In  all  ages  the  hour  of  death  has  beeii  considered  as  an  interval  of  more 
than  ordinary  illumination  ;  as  if  some  rays  from  the  light  of  the  approaching 
world  had  found  their  way  to  the  darkness  of  the  parting  spirit,  and  revealed 
to  it  an  existence  that  could  not  terminate  in  the  grave,  but  was  to  commence 
in  death." — Curran.    Merry  v.  Bt.  Rev.  Dr.  John  Fower. 


beneficial  effects  of  praise. 

"  Flatteries  oft  work  as  far 
As  counsels,  and  as  high  the  endeavours  raise." 

Herbert. 

"  Theod.  You  will  be  noble— 

"  FhiL  You  will  make  me  so. 

If  you  but  think  me  such.''  ^     , 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  Love's  Pilgrimage, 

vol.  v. — NO.  X,  ^ 
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"  I  have  too  oft  preferred 
Men  past  their  terms,  and  praised  some  names  too  much; 
But  'twas  with  purpose  to  have  made  them  such" 

Ben  Jonson,  Poetical  Epistle  to  Selden. 

*'  If  one  praise  me  for  the  thing  I  have  not,  my  first  follovoing  endeavour  shdU 
i>e  to  get  what  he  commends  me  for;  lest,  when  the  time  comes  that  I  should  show 
it,  he  reap  disgrace  by  reporting  untruths,  and  I  lose  my  credit  by  wanting  what 
I  am  supposed  to  possess." — Felltuam,  Resolve,  159« 


REALITIES   AKD   ILLUSIONS. 

"  But,  I  cannot  tell,  this  same  Truth  is  a  naked  and  open  daylight  that  doth 
not  show  the  masks,  and  mummeries,  and  triumphs  of  the  world  half  so 
stately  and  daintily  as  candle-light.  Doth  any  man  doubt,  that,  if  there  were 
taken  out  of  men's  minds  vain  opinions,  flattering  hopes,  false  valuations,  ima- 
ginations as  one  would,  and  the  like,  but  it  would  leave  the  minds  of  a  number 
•of  men  poor  shrunken  things,"  &c.--VBacon,  Essay  on  Truth, 

"  How  fading  and  insipid  do  all  objects  accost  us  that  are  not  conveyed  in 
the  vehicle  of  delusion !  how  shrunk  is  everything  as  it  appears  in  the  glass  of 
nature  I  so  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  assistance  of  artificial  mediums,  false  lights, 
refracted  angles,  varnish,  and  tinsel,  there  would  be  a  mighty  level  in  the  feli- 
city and  enjoyments  of  mortal  men." — ^Swift,  Tale  of  a  Hub. 

'*  All  gratifications  of  the  senses,  and  all  the  pleasures  of  taste,  and  all  tbe 
excitements  of  worldly  pleasure,  demand  largely  the  aids  of  artificial  lights  and 
glare,  or  in  plain  words  of  deception,  to  eke  out  then:  essential  poverty,  and  to 
render  them  what  the  mind  can  and  will  care  for.  Every  day  we  stoop  to  be 
cheated  and  delighted  with  what  we  should  scorn  or  loathe  if  offered  to  us  in 
its  naked  value." — I.  Taylor,  JPhysical  Theory  of  another  Life. 


dissatisfaction  with  the  present  a  proof  of  immortality. 

"  If  the  soul  of  man  did  serve  only  to  give  him  being  in  this  life,  thei^  things 
appertaining  to  this  life  would  content  him,  as  we  see  they  do  other  creatures ; 
which  creatures  enjoying  what  they  live  by,  seek  no  further,  but  in  this  con- 
tentation  do  show  a  kind  of  acknowledgment  that  there  is  no  higher  good  which 
doth  in  any  way  belong  to  them.  With  us  it  is  otherwise.  For  although  the 
beauties,  riches,  honours,  sciences,  virtues,  and  perfections  of  all  men  living  were 
in  the  present  possession  of  one,  yet  somewhat  beyond  and  above  all  this  would 
still  be  sought,  and  earnestly  thirsted  for.  So  that  nature,  even  in  this  life,  doth 
plainly  claim  and  call  for  a  more  Divine  "perfection." 

Hooker,  JEccles.  Pol.  B.  L 

"  Suppose  a  more  complete  assemblage  of  sublunary  enjoyments,  and  a  more 
perfect  system  of  earthly  felicity  than  ever  the  sun  beheld,  the  mind  of  man 
would  instantly  devour  it,  and,  as  if  it  was  still  empty  and  unsatisfied,  would 
require  something  more.  And  indeed,  by  this  insatiable  thirst,  the  mind  of 
man  discovers  its  natural  exceUency  and  dignity;  for  thus  it  proves  that  all 
things  here  below  are  insufficient  to  satisfy  or  make  it  happy,  and  its  capacity 
is  so  great  and  extensive  that  it  cannot  be  filled  by  the  whole  of  this  visible 
frame  of  things." — Leighton's  Lectures,  XVII. 

"  And  as  man's  searches  after  truth,  so  his  desires  of  good  are  in  a  manner 
boundless.  No  present,  no  definite  good  can  long  detain  his  liking,  or  fully 
•content  him :  he  soon  doth  suck  it  dry,  and  leaves  it  insipid ;  then  longs  and 
hunts  after  fresh  entertainments :  he  seems  poor  to  himself  in  the  greatest 
plenty,  and  straitened  in  the  most  ample  condition.  I  short,  he  ever  aspires  to 
sonaewhat  more  great  and  high  than  what  he  enjoys;  finding  in  himself  a  kind 
of  infinite  (at  least  indefinite)  ambition  and  covetousness,  a  restless  tendency 
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after  farther  degrees  of  jojr  and  happiness,  so  doth  he  shoot  himself  on  towards 
that  highest  mark  of  Divine  felicity." — Barrow^  Sermon  on  the  Being  of  a 
Ood  proved  from  the  frame  of  JEuman  Nature, 

"  Possession  makes  us  poor.     Should  we  ohtain 
All  those  bright  gems  for  which  i'  the  wealthy  main 
The  tanned  slave  dives,  or  in  one  boundless  chest 
Imprison  all  the  treasures  of  the  West, 
We  still  should  want  our  better  part's  immense. 
Not  like  th'  inferior  limited  by  sense." 

Habington  Casta ra,  Man  ill  at  Ease. 

"  In  this  not  his  own  place,  this  foreign  field. 
Where  Nature  fodders  him  with  other  food 
Than  was  ordained  his  cravings  to  suffice. 
Poor  in  abundance,  famished  at  a  feast. 
Sighs  on  for  something  more  when  most  enjoyed. 

•  .•«.. 

His  grief  is  but  his  grandeur  in  disguise. 
And  discontent  is  immortality." 

Young,  ITtf/ht  Thoughts,  T7I. 

"  Man's  unhappiness,  as  I  construe,  comes  of  his  greatness ;  it  is  because 
there  is  an  infinite  in  him  which  with  all  his  cunning  he  cannot  quite  bury  under 
the  finite.  Will  the  whole  finance  ministers  and  upholsterers  and  confec- 
tioners of  modem  Europe  undertake  in  joint-stock  company  to  make  one  shoe- 
black  happy?  They  cannot  accompHsh  it,  above  an  hour  or  two ;  for  the  shoe* 
black  has  a  soul  quite  other  than  his  stomach :  and  would  require,  if  you  con- 
sider it,  for  his  permanent  satisfaction  and  saturation,  simply  this  allotment,  no 
more  and  no  less :  God's  infinite  universe  altogether  to  himself,  therein  to  enjoy 
infinitely,  and  fill  every  wish  as  fast  as  it  rose." 

Carlyle's  Sartor  Sesartus,     The  everlasting  Yea, 

"  Int.    First  we  all  know  the  soul  of  man  is  infinite 
In  what  it  covets.    Who  desireth  knowledge 
Desires  it  infinitely.    Who  covets  honour 
Covets  it  infinitely.     It  will  be  then 
"No  hard  thing  for  a  coveting  man  to  prove. 
Or,  to  confess  he  aims  at  infinite  wealth. 
Com,  His  soul  Ipng  that  way. 

Int,  Next  every  man 

Is  in  the  hope  or  possibility 
Of  a  whole  world,  this  present  world  being  nothing." 

Ben  Jonson,  Magneted  Lady,  II,  6. 


(I 


A    HIGH   SPIRIT   COMPARED   TO   A    SHIP   IN   A  STORM. 

"  Give  me  a  spirit  that  on  this  life's  rough  sea 
Loves  t'  have  his  sails  filled  with  a  lusty  wind. 
Even  till  his  sail-yards  tremble,  his  masts  crack. 
And  his  rapt  ship  run  on  her  side  so  low* 
That  she  drinks  water,  and  her  keel  ploughs  air." 

Chapman  Btron's  Conspiracy, 

"  In  the  reproof  of  chance 
Lies  the  true  proof  of  men :  the  sea  being  smooth. 
How  many  shallow  bauble  boats  dare  sail  . 
Upon  her  patient  breast,  making  their  way 

With  those  of  nobler  bulk 

But  let  the  ruffian  Boreas  once  enrage 
The  gentle  Thetis,  and  anon  behold 
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The  stronf^-ribbed  bark  through  liquid  mountsdns  cnt. 
Bounding  between  the  two  moist  elements 
Like  Perseus*  horse ;  where  's  then  the  saucy  boat  ? 
•  ••••• 

Even  so 
Doth  valour's  show  and  valour's  worth  divide 
In  storms  of  Fortune." 

Shakespeare,  Troilus  and  Cressida. 

"  A  noble  soul  is  like  a  ship  at  sea 
That  sleeps  at  anchor  when  the  ocean  's  calm ; 
But  when  she  rages,  and  the  wind  blows  high. 
He  cuts  his  way  with  skill  and  majesty." 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  Honest  Mati's  Fodune, 


CARES   OP   MAN    LIKE   DOGS   PREYING    ON   THEIR    MASTERS. 

^'  (She)  turned  my  thoughts  into  a  hart's  despair 
Which  still  is  chased,  whilst  I  have  any  breath. 
By  mine  own  thoughts,  set  on  me  by  my  Fair ; 

My  thoughts,  like  hounds,  pursue  me  to  my  death : 
Those  that  I  fostered  of  mine  own  accord 
Are  made  by  her  to  murther,  thus,  their  lord." 

Daniel,  Sonnet  V, 

"  Oh,  when  mine  eyes  did  see  Olivia  first, 

•  •  •  •  • 

That  instant  was  I  turned  into  an  hart ; 
And  my  desires,  like  fell  and  cruel  hounds. 
E'er  since  pursue  me." 

Shakespeare,  Twelfth  Night,  Act  I.  Sc.  2. 

"  These  follies  are  prettily  shadowed  in  the  sports  of  Actaeon,  that  while  he 
suflFered  his  eye  to  rove  at  pleasure,  and  beyond  the  pale  of  expedience,  his 
hounds,  even  his  own  affections,  seize  him,  tear  him,  prove  his  decay." 

Felltham,  Resolve,  134. 

*'  He,  as  T  guess. 
Had  gazed  on  Nature's  living  loveliness 
Actseon-like,  and  then  had  fled  astray. 
With  feeble  steps  through  the  world's  wilderness ; 
And  his  own  thoughts,  along  that  rugged  way. 
Pursued,  like  raging  hounds,  their  father  and  their  prey." 

Shelley's  Adonais, 


it 


LIFE   OF    MAN   COMPARED   TO    AN    ISTHMUS. 

"Oh  life  I 

Vain  weak-built  isthmus,  which  dost  proudly  rise 

Up  betwixt  two  eternities. 

Yet  canst  nor  wind,  nor  wave  sustain ; 
But  broken  and  o'erwhelmed  the  eternal  oceans  meet  again. 

Cowley,  Ode  on  Life  and  Fame. 

"Amid  two  seas,  on  one  small  point  of  land, 
Weary'd,  uncertain,  and  amazed  we  stand. 
On  either  side  our  thoughts  incessant  turn. 
Forward  we  dread,  and  looking  back  we  mourn." 

Prior's  Solomon. 

"You  are  standing  on  the  scanty  isthmus  that  divides  the  great  ocean  of 
duration ;  on  the  one  side,  of  the  past,  on  the  other,  of  the  future :  a  ground 
which,  while  you  yet  hear  me,  is  washed  from  beneath  our  feet." 

CuRRAN /or  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan. 
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"  Who  that  surveys  this  span  of  earth  we  press. 
This  speck  of  life  in  time's  great  wilderness. 
This  narrow  isthmus  'twixt  two  boundless  seas. 
The  past,  the  future,  two  eternities ; 
Would  sully  the  bright  spot,  or  leave  it  bare, 
"When  he  might  build  him  a  proud  temple  there." 

Moore's  Fire  Worshippers, 


FORCE    OF   CONSISTENCY    IN    EVIL. 

"  I  know  him  a  notorious  liar. 
Think  him  a  great  way-fool,  solely  a  coward : 
Yet  these  fixed  evils  sit  so  fit  in  him. 

That  they  take  place  [have  precedence]  when  Virtue's  steely  bones 
Look  bleak  in  the  cold  wind." 

Shakespeare,  All's  Well  that  Ends  Well,  Act  /.  Sc.  1. 

'^  It  is  in  the  works  of  art»  as  in  the  characters  of  men.  The  faults  or  defects 
of  some  men  seem  to  become  them,  wlien  they  appear  to  he  tJte  natural  groioth 
and  of  a  piecj  with  the  rest  oftlie  character  J' 

Sir  Joshua  Reynold's  Lectures,    Discourse  V, 

'*  It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  because  a  political  system  is  under  certain  aspects 
very  unwise  in  its  contrivance  and  very  mischievous  in  its  effects,  that  it  there- 
fore can  have  no  long  duration.  Its  very  defects  may  tend  to  its  stability,  because 
they  are  agreeable  to  its  nature,'* — Burke,  Thoughts  on  French  Affairs, 

"  As  little  acquainted  with  the  rules  of  decorum  as  with  the  laws  of  morality, 
they  will  not  suffer  you  to  profit  by  experience,  nor  even  to  consult  the  propriety 
of  a  bad  character,"— J v^iva  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Sept,  19,  1769. 


PRIDE    A   SUBSTITUTE   FOR   CHARITY. 

**  Some  think  private  men's  superfluity  is  a  necessary  evil  in  a  state,  the  float- 
ing of  fashions  affordmg  a  standing  maintenance  to  many  thousands ;  .  .  .  . 
men  maintaining  more  by  their  pride  than  by  their  charity." 

Fuller's  Holy  State, 

"  Yet  hence  the  poor  are  clothed,  the  hungry  fed. 
Health  to  himself,  and  to  his  children  bread. 
The  labourer  bears.    What  his  [man's]  hard  heart  denies. 
His  charitable  vanity  supplies." 

Pope,  Epistle  IV, 

"  Whilst  Charity  at  eve  surveys  the  swain 
Enabled  by  these  toils  to  chear 
A  train  of  helpless  infants  dear. 
Speed  whistling  home  across  the  plain. 
Sees  vagrant  Luxury  her  handmaid  grown. 
For  half  her  graceless  deeds  atone. 
And  hails  the  bounteous  work,  and  ranks  it  with  her  own." 

Shenstone's  Ode  on  Rural  Elegance. 

I.  F.  B. 
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ORTHOGRAPHICAL  REFORMS. 

{Continued  fr<m  p.  265.) 

We  have  delayed  continuing  our  Articles  on  this  subject^  because  we 
were  anxious  to  print,  for  the  benefit  of  such  of  our  readers  as  may  not 
haye  access  to  a  copy  of  the  Cambridge  Philological  Museum,  the  in- 
troductory remarks  in  Archdeacon  Hare's  paper  on  English  Orthography, 
containing  the  general  yiews  to  which  we  referred  as  constituting  a  refuta- 
tion of  those  of  Dr.  Johnson.  We  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  find 
space  for  these  remarks  ;  but  we  hope  to  do  so  shortly. 

A  direct  refutation  of  Dr.  Johnson's  yiews  is  to  be  found  in  Landor's 
two  Imaginary  Conyersations  between  the  Doctor  and  Home  Tooke.  As 
the  Imaginary  Conversations  are  little  known,  we  may  be  allowed  to  quote 
the  principal  passage  bearing  on  this  point  in  the  two  Conyersations  to 
whicm  we  allude*    It  occurs  in  the  first  of  them. 

**  Johnson,  I  agree  with  you:  we  did  spell  seyeral  words  better  in  the  reigns 
of  Elizabeth  and  James  than  we  do  now.  The  learned  were  recognised  then 
and  inferiors  submitted  to  their  authority. 

'*  Tooke,  Yet,  Doctor,  you  inform  us  in  your  preface*  that  if  the  authors  who 
write  honor,  labor,  explane,  declame,  &c.,  nave  done  no  good,  they  haye  done 
little  harm,  because  few  haye  followed  them,  and  because  they  innoyated  little. 
In  fact,  the  writers  to  whom  you  refer  haye  not  innoyated  at  all,  but  haye 
followed  the  best  authorities  :  and  haye  attempted  to  do  good  by  substituting 
the  better  for  the  worse.  A  man  or  a  writer  is  not  the  less  good  because  he  is 
not  followed.  There  was  a  time,  we  read,  when  all  went  wrong,  excepting  one 
family.  Eyery  one  of  the  urords  you  haye  cited  was  written  by  learned,  har- 
monious, and  (I  will  add)  considerate  and  elegant  writers,  excepting  red,  to 
which  two  unnecessary  letters  were  added ;  of  these,  the  last  has  been  rejected 
by  uniyersal  consent.  The  double  d  was  retained  to  distinguish  the  preterite 
of  the  yerb  from  the  adjectiye  red :  but  the  sense  alone  would  always  do  that. 
Some  other  words  are  without  the  same  advantage.  We  frequently  find  the 
adverb  still,  where  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  is  an  adyerb  or  an  adjectiye ;  for 
which  reason,  as  well  as  for  analogy,  I  would  write  stil.  We  write  until,  and 
should,  as  you  haye  done,  write  til.  In  the  same  preface  you  inform  us  that 
'our  language  has  been  exposed  to  the  corruptions  of  ignorance,  and  the 
caprices  of  innovation.'  This  is  true,  and  to  an  extent  which  few  men  have 
the  organs  to  see  clearly.  You  commend  the  spelling  of  highth  by  Milton ; 
and  at  the  same  time  you  are  reluctant  to  correct  our  worst  anomalies,  declar- 
ing your  unwillingness  to  '  disturb  upon  narrow  yiews,  or  for  minute  propriety, 
the  orthography  of  our  fathers.'  But  if  our  fathers  were  licentious,  and 
encroached  on  the  patrimony  of  our  grandfathers,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Would 
it  not  be  well  to  recover,  by  any  honest  and  obyious  means,  as  much  as  may 
be  ?  If  my  father  was  a  hair-dresser  and  chatted  agreeably  but  wrote  vilely, 
would  it  not  be  better  to  imitate  my  grandfather  who  spoke  with  seriousness 
and  wrote  with  precision  ?" 

These  two  Conyersations  contain  many  yaluable  hints  on  orthography, 
and  on  points  of  general  philology,  though  now  and  then  somewhat  fan- 
tastic, and,  Uke  the  rest  of  the  Conversations,  they  are  written  in  a  very 
racy  and  perspicuous  style.  We  may  observe,  however,  that  Dr.  Johnson 
certainly  did  not  commend  Milton's  spelling  of  the  word  height,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  as  we  pointed  out  in  our  last  Article,  he  ridiculed  it. 

3.  "  In  the  use  of  the  prefixes  en,  em,  in,  im,^^  says  Dr.  Webster, 
**  there  is  not  uniformity    nor  settled  usage.     The  French  changed  the 

•  Not  in  the  Preface,  but  in  the  English  Grammar,  at  the  end  of  the  Orthography. 
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Latin  in  into  en  or  em,  and  English  authors  have  adopted  the  one  or  the 
other,  without  regard  to  any  settled  rule.  Johnson's  Dictionary  has  done 
something  toward  reducing  the  numher  of  discrepancies  of  this  kmd;  but 
some  changes  have,  since  his  time,  been  introduced.  I  have,  in  most 
words,  followed  his  orthography ;  but,  in  a  few  instances,  have  adopted 
the  more  modern  usage ;  as,  indorse  and  insure,  with  their  derivatives,  ac- 
cording to  prevailing  mercantile  practice." 

Any  one  who  is  not  practically  acquainted  with  the  uncertainty  which 
prevails  on  this  point,  may  convince  himself  of  it  by  opening  any  one  of 
our  large  dictionaries,  especially  our  foreign  ones,  under  the  letter  I,  and 
tmder  the  letter  E,  where  he  will  find  constant  references  from  words  spelt 
with  the  one  prefix  to  the  same  words  spelt  with  the  other.  Such  trouble- 
some references  are  perhaps  most  numerous  in  this  class  of  words.  It  ia 
exceedingly  desirable  to  get  rid  of  the  discrepancy. 

The  rule  which  Dr.  Johnson  followed,  or  attempted  to  follow,  in  fixing 
the  orthography  of  these  words,  was  that  of  spelling  them  with  one  or 
other  of  the  prefixes  accordingly  as  they  came  to  us  directly  f;om  the 
Latin  or  indirectly  through  the  French.  This  we  ascertain  from  the  fol- 
lowing passage  in  his  Preface : — 

**  Many  words  have  likewise  been  altered  by  accident,  or  depraved  by  igno- 
rance as  the  pronunciation  of  the  Vulgar  has  been  weakly  followed ;  and  some 
still  continue  to  be  variously  written,  as  authors  differ  in  tbeir  care  or  skill :  of 
these  it  was  proper  to  enquire*  the  true  orthography,  which  I  have  always^ 
considered  as  depending  on  their  derivation,  and  have  therefore  referred  them« 
to  their  original  languages  :  thus  I  write  enchant,  enchantment,  enchanter,  after 
the  French,  and  incantation  after  the  Latin  j  thus  entire  is  chosen  rather  than 
intire,  because  it  passed  to  us  not  from  the  Latin  integer,  but  from  the  French 
entier.'* 

Archdeacon  Hare,  in  the  Article  already  referred  to,  approves  of  this 
rule  and  of  the  principle  on  which  it  is  based.  We  think  his  remarks  on 
this  point  of  sufficient  importance,  as  involving  a  general  principle,  for 
quoting  at  length. 

*'  With  regard  to  etymology  however,  it  may  be  well  to  remark,  that  we  must 
BOt  content  ourselves  with  going  back  to  the  ultimate  source  of  a  word,  but 
should  be  careful  to  follow  it  along  the  channel  through  which  it  flowed  to  us. 
When  it  comes  to  us  already  altered  by  the  usage  of  another  language,  there 
would  be  great  want  of  judgment  in  attempting  to  assimilate  it  to  its  original 
root.  For  every  plant  is  modified  more  or  less  by  the  soils  in  which  it  has  been 
domesticated :  and  our  cherries  may  be  quite  as  good,  although  they  are  not 
exactly  the  same,  as  those  which  Lucullus  brought  from  Cerasus.  Thus,  for 
instance,  if  honour,  favour,  and  other  similar  words  had  come  to  us  directly 
from  the  Latin,  it  might  be  better  to  spell  them  without  a  «  ;  but  since  we  got 
them  through  the  French,  so  that  they  brought  the  it  with  them  when  they  landed 
on  our  shores,  it  will  be  well  to  leave  such  affectations  as  honor  smd  favor  to  the 
great  vulgar  for  their  cards  of  invitation.  In  honorable  and  favorable  on  the 
other  hand  the  u  would  be  an  intruder,  having  no  more  business  in  them  than 
in  the  second  syllables  of  clamorous  or  laborious;  for  they  are  not  home-made 
derivatives,  but  were  imported  ready-formed  from  France.  A  like  rule,  as  has 
been  observed  by  others,  would  be  the  best  guide  for  our  choice  with  regard  to 
the  use  of  in  or  en  in  compound  words,  that  is  to  say,  to  write  in  where  a  word 
has  come  to  us  immediately  from  the  Latin,  en  when  it  has  passed  through  the 
French.    The  same  principle  may  be  applied  to  a  great  variety  of  eases;  and 

*  As  a  proof  of  Dr.  Johnson's  inconsistency  in  orthography,  we  may  point  out  that 
this  word,  which  he  here  writes  enquire,  is  spelt  differently  in  the  body  of  his  Dic- 
tionary.   But  this  may  have  been  the  Compositor's  fault,  not  the  Doctor's. 
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among  other  advantages  of  such  a  practice  would  be  its  supplying  us  at  a  glance 
with  a  mass  of  evidence  concerning  the  history  of  our  language.  Under  such 
restrictions  even  Grimm,  the  great  champion  of  the  historical  school  of  lin- 
guists, and  the  most  determined  opponent  of  every  thing  like  theoretical  inno- 
vations in  language,  acknowledges  the  propriety  of  endeavouring  to  get  rid  of 
orthographical  errours.    See  the  Preface  to  his  mvaluable  Grammar,  p.  zviii." 

However  desirable  it  may  be  considered  by  the  mere  etymologist,  that 
i^rords  should  retain  traces  of  all  the  changes  through  which  they  pass,  we 
do  not  think  it  is  either  possible  or  advisable  to  carry  out  this  principle. 

We  are  utterly  unable  in  the  case  of  many  words  to  tell  whether  they 
came  to  us  from  the  French  or  the  Latin.  This  Dr.  Johnson  admits. 
He  says,  "  Of  many  words  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  they  were  imme- 
diately received  from  the  Latin  or  the  French,  since,  at  the  time  when  we 
had  dominions  in  France,  we  had  Latin  service  in  our  churches."  He  at- 
tempts to  do  away  with  this  difficulty  in  a  very  summary  manner.  **  It  is, 
however,  my  opinion,"  he  says,"  *'that  the  French  generally  supplied  us; 
for  we  have  few  Latin  words  among  the  terms  of  domestic  use,  which  are 
not  French  ;  but  many  French,  which  are  very  remote  from  Latin."  This 
evidently  would  not  help  us  far  on  our  way.  It  amounts  only  to  a  proba- 
bility at  the  best,  and  being  perfectly  general,  it  could  not  assist  us  at  all 
where  assistance  is  most  needed,  namely  in  particular  instances. 

But,  even  supposing  it  possible  to  carry  out  the  principle  accurately  in 
all  cases,  we  do  not  approve  of  the  principle  itself. 

We  cannot  see  any  adequate  reason  why,  when  a  word  has  once  suffered 
the  mischance  of  being  corrupted,  it  should  be  everlastingly  condemned  to 
retain  the  marks  of  that  corruption.  These  are  "spots  of  barbarity  im- 
pressed in  the  English  language  *'  far  more  than  those  natural  and  con- 
venient changes  in  the  principal  vowel  sounds  of  words  (strong,  strength^ 
dear,  darling,  &c.)  which  Dr.  Johnson  sets  down  as  such.  The  Doctor 
regretted  the  impossibility  of  doing  away  with  those,  which,  we  think,  add 
force,  variety,  and  beauty  to  the  language ;  but  perpetuated  these  real  bar- 
barisms, which  he  might  very  easily  have  expunged. 

We  regard  it  as  a  much  more  sound  principle,  to  restore  our  words,  if 
only  partially,  wherever  the  pronunciation  will  admit,  to  their  original  and 
genuine  forms.  It  is  seldom  that  all  the  derivatives  from  the  same  source 
have  been  equally  corrupted,  and  thus  a  return  to  the  fountain-head  will 
generally  be  found-  to  establish  the  common  origin  of  many  words  spelt 
dissimilarly.  This  is  a  general  remark  applying  to  all  languages ;  but  it 
is  more  particularly  true  in  reference  to  our  own.  The  corruptions  are  al- 
most all  traceable  to  the  influence  of  the  Norman-French,  which  received 
-and  sullied  the  waters  of  the  two  great  streams  in  which  our  language  ori- 
ginated, the  Latin  first,  and  afterwards  the  Anglo-Saxon.  The  Latin 
words  it  brought  to  us  already  altered  and  deteriorated ;  the  Anglo-Saxon 
ones  it  then  influenced  in  the  same  manner.  We  have  since,  however, 
adopted  many  words  from  the  Latin  in  a  pure  or  comparatively  pure  form ; 
and  most  of  these  have  relatives  among  the  corrupted  ones. 

To  give  these  words  therefore  the  common  orthography  which  their 
common  parentage  obviously  demands,  we  must  either  extend  the  corrupted 
form  to  the  genuine  ones,  or  the  genuine  form  to  the  corrupted  ones. 

The  existence  in  the  language  of  words  of  the  same  family  variously  spelt 
in  their  radical  letters,  is  a  great  disadvantage.  In  the  first  place,  it 
impedes  the  comprehension  of  them  by  unlettered  people  and  renders 
the  writing  of  them  more  or  lets  difficult  and  troublesome  to  all,  whether 
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learned  or  unlearned.  This  will  be  a  sufficient  reason  with  all  practical  men 
for  desiring  to  remoye  it.  £ut>  in  the  second  place^  it  also  detracts  from 
the  unity  and  consistency  of  the  language.  And  this  ought  to  weigh  as  a 
reason  with  philologists. 

If  the  desirableness  of  uniformity  in  words  of  the  same  origin  is  once  ac- 
knowledged, we  need  not  hesistate  which  of  the  above  courses  to  adopt. 
Besides  the  fact  that  the  Latin  forms  are  the  pure  and  original  ones,  which 
of  itself  ought  to  make  us  decide  in  their  favour,  they  are  far  the  more  nu- 
merous :  it  generally  happens^  that  the  substantive  alone  has  been  received 
through  the  Normau-French,  and  that  all  the  derivatives  have  come  to  us 
subsequently  from  the  Latin  itself,  or  at  any  rate  with  the  Latin  orthogra- 
phy. Thus  it  would  be  simply  absurd  to  talk  about  altering  the  Latin 
forms  ;  whereas  to  make  the  Norman-French  ones  conform  to  these  would 
be  an  easy  matter. 

Landor^ems  to  accord  with  this  opinion.  In  the  Conversation  already 
quoted  from,  Johnson  and  Tooke  make  the  following  observations  on  the 
subject : — 

**  Johnson,  There  are  learned  men  who  would  be  grieved  to  see  removed  from 
our  words  the  traces  of  their  origin. 

**  Tooke,  There  are  learned  men  who  are  triflers  and  inconsiderate.  Learn- 
ing, by  its  own  force  alone,  will  never  remove  a  prejudice  or  establish  a  truth. 
Of  what  importance  is  it  to  us  that  we  have  derived  these  words  (alluding  to 
honour,  favour,  and  other  similar  words)  from  the  Latin  through  the  French  ? 
We  do  not  preserve  the  termination  of  either.'' 

We  are  inclined  therefore  to  recommend,  in  the  present  instance,  that 
the  words  should  be  written  with  in  or  im  wherever  by  so  doing  the  prefix 
may  he  restored  to  its  original  and  genuine  form. 

There  is  already  a  tendency  this  way,  as  Dr.  Webster  hints  when  he 
speaks  of  "the  more  modem  usage."*     Nor  is  this  a  tendency  that  has 
recently  sprung  up.     It  is  observable  in  our  orthography  so  far  back  as 
Middleton  and  Milton,  who  wrote  inquire^  intire,  &c.     It  seems  to  us  to 
result  from  the  very  natural  desire  of  plain  English  folks  to  understand  the 
words  which  they  use.     The  prefix  en  has  no  meaning  to  an  Englishman 
who  is  not  a  French  scholar ;  any  word  with  this  prefix  has  to  him  only  a 
general  signification.     Whereas  he  is  familiar  with  the  prefix  in  ;  it  is  an 
English  word,  with  a  definite  meaning,  and  he  readily  perceives  and  feels  its 
force  when  it  is  employed  as  a  component  part  of  another  word.    He  knows 
that  the  same  prefix  forms  compounds  with  many  other  English  words ; 
and  he  sees  it  to  have  its  ordinary  force  in  compounds  derived  from  the 
Latin.     Perhaps,  also,  the  tendency  may  in  some  degree  be  owing  to  the 
endeavours  of  Latin  scholars  to  assimilate  the  words  to  their  Latin  origi- 
nals, Latin  being  far  more  extensively  studied  in  this  country  than  French. 

To  show  that  this  tendency  exists  we  subjoin  a  list  of  words  which,  to 
judge  from  the  present  French,  have  probably  come  to  us  through  that  lan- 
guage, but  which  nevertheless  we  invariably  write  with  the  Latin  prefix. 

English.  French. 

Inflame.  Enflammer. 

Indoctrinate.  Endoctriner. 


*  We  found  that  a  similar  tendency  existed  in  the  case  of  the  other  class  of 
words  referred  to  hy  Archdeacon  Hare.  These  two  classes  together  include  the  greater 
Bitmber  of  the  words  concerned. 
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English. 

Indebted. 

Inter. 

Impeach. 

Incense. 

Immure. 

Impair 

Impaste. 

Impoison. 

Imprison. 

Inchamber. 

Incumber. 

Intervievi^. 

Invoice. 


French. 

Endetter. 

Enterrer. 

Empecher. 

Encens. 

Emmurrer.  (Norman  French.) 

Empirer. 

Emp^ter. 

Empoisonner. 

Empnsonner. 

Enchambrer. 

Encombrer. 

Entrevue. 

Envoi. 


The  following  list  will  further  illustrate  this  tendency  and  at  the  same  time 
'fhe  uncertainty  that  prevails.  It  consists  of  words  of  this  class  which  are 
r  written  sometimes  with  the  French,  sometimes  with  the  Latin  form  of  the 
I  prefix,  although  they  are  undoubtedly  derived  through  the  French 


Emborder. 

Endorse. 

Enquire. 

Enrol. 
Enpfulf. 
Embalm. 
.    Encase. 
Embark. 
Embezzle. 

Emboss. 

Gmpale. 

Entire. 

Entail. 

Enjoin. 

Enclose. 

Enforce. 

Endue. 

The  comprehension  of  a  numerous  class  of  constantly-occurring  words 
may  be  very  much  facilitated  to  the  masses  of  our  people  by  this  change  ; 
tor  they  would  not  only  understand  more  readily  the  meaning  of  each  sepa- 
rate word,  but  they  would  also  perceive  the  connection  of  these  words  with 
others  derived  from  the  same  root,  but  not  corrupted  by  passing  through 
the  French.  Thus,  if  we  write  inquire,  the  connection  of  this  word  with  its 
cognates,  inquisitive,  inquisitor,  inquisition,  inquisitorial,  inquest,  is  at  once 
recognised ;  but  this  is  not  so  apparent,  if  we  write  it  enquire,  as  the  principle 
laid  down  by  Dr.  Johnson  and  Archdeacon  Hare  would  require  us  to  do. 
This  is  probably  the  reason  which  induced  Dr.  Johnson  unwittingly  to  de- 
part from  his  rule  in  this  case  and  in  one  or  two  others.  As  in  a  former 
instance  which  we  have  pointed  out,  his  exception  should  have  been  the  rule 
as  far  as  practicable.  His  orthography  of  this  word,  however,  has  through 
the  authority  of  his  Dictionary  been  firmly  fixed  in  the  language,  for  we  now 
seldom  see  enquire,  except  occasionally  in  the  announcements  displayed  in 
the  windows  of  empty  houses,  which  are  "to  let,  enquire  next  door."  In 
the  former  case  to  which  we  refer,  we  showed  that  a  similar  advantage  was 


English, 

French. 

Imborder. 
Indorse. 

Emborder  (Old  French). 
Endorser. 

Inquire.  (Johnson  him- 
self gives  this.) 
4nrol. 

Enqu^rir. 
Enroler. 

Ingulf.  (Johnson.) 
Imbalm. 

Engouffrer. 
Embaumer. 

Incase. 

Encaisser. 

Imbark. 
Imbezzle. 

Erabarquer. 
Embeasiler.  (Norman 

Imboss. 

French.) 
Emboiter. 

Impale. 
Intire. 

Em  paler. 
Entier. 

Intail. 

Entailler. 

Injoin. 
Inclose. 

Enjoin  dre. 
Enclos. 

In  force. 

Enforcir. 

Indue. 

Enduire. 
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to  be  gained  by  the  mode  of  spelling  (honors  favor,  &c.)  upon  which  Arch- 
deacon Hare  animadverts  in  the  passage  above  quoted. 

We  are  of  opinion^  then,  that  this  tendency  ought  not  to  be  opposed, 
-except  where  the  word  cannot  be  traced  farther  back  than  the  Norman- 
French. 

However  the  general  question  may  be  settled,  there  are,  in  the  present 
class  of  words,  a  large  number  which  even  according  to  Dr.  Johnson's  rule 
it  would  be  more  correct  to  write  with  in,  as  they  certainly  never  did  flow 
through  the  Norman-French  channel,  but  have  been  formed  m  the  language. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  them : — 


As  sometimes  written. 
Embed. 
Embody. 
Embosom. 
Emboz. 

Embowel.  (JohnsoD.) 
Enshrine.  (Webster.) 
Enliat.  (Webster.) 
Ensure.  (Johnson.  This  is  seldom  now 

spelt  thus.) 
Ensnare. 
Entrench. 

Entrance.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Enrapture.  (Jobnson  and  Webster.) 
Enstamp.  (Webster.) 
Ensraft. 
Embank. 
Embound. 
Embow. 
Embower, 
Entwist. 
Entwine. 

Enthrone.  (Johnson.) 
Ensconce.  (Johnson.) 
Engross.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Encircle.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Empassion.  (Johnson.) 
Empeople.  (Johnson.) 


As  they  ought  to  be  written. 
Imbed.  (Webster.) 
Imbody.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Imbosom.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Imbox.  (Webster.) 
Imbowel. 

Inshrine.  (Johnson.)* 
Inlist. 

Insure.  (Webster.   The  common  spell- 
ing.) 
Insnare.  (Webster.)  f 
Intrench.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Intrance. 
Inrapture. 
Instam^. 

Ingraft.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Imbank.  (Webster.) 
Imbound.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Imbow.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Imbower.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Intwist.  (Webster.) 
Intwine.  (Johnson  and  Webster.) 
Inthrone.  (Johnson J  and  Webster.) 
Insconce. 
Ingross. 
Incircle. 

Impassion.§  (Webster.) 
Impeople.  (Webster.) 


We  have  a  word  to  say  in  regard  to  Dr.  Webster's  treatment  of  words  of 
this  class ;  but  we  must  postpone  this  till  our  next  Paper.  In  the  mean- 
time we  will  only  observe  that  we  have  carefully  distinguished  between  the 
Norman-French  prefix  en  or  em  and  the  Saxon  one  spelt  in  the  same  way, 
l)ut  meaning  to  make,  as  in  the  words  enliven,  embolden,  &c. 

(To  be  continued.) 


*  Under  this  word  Dr.  Johnson  ohserves : — "  It  is  equally  written  enshrine.** 

t  Dr.  Webster  makes  the  following  remark  nnder  Insnare: — '* This  word  is  often 
written  ENSNARE,  but  INSNARE  is  the  trne  orthography.''  Dr.  Johnson  alsogires 
intnare  as  the  proper  spelling,  bnt  adds,  "  Ensnare  is  more  frequent.'' 

X  Dr.  Johnson  gives  both  enthrone  and  inthrone ;  but  says,  under  the  latter  form» 
•**  commonly  enthrone.*' 

§  The  deriyativea  of  this  word,  impassionable,  impassionatef  impassioned,  are  never 
written  with  the  em.    Dr.  Johnson  himself  gives  impassioned. 
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THE  FARM-SCHOOL  SYSTEM  OF  THE  CONTINENT. 

The  establishments  on  the  continent,  called  Home  Agricultural  Colonies, 
owe  their  origin  to  the  efforts  made,  especially  in  the  present  century,  to 
relieve  misery,  check  the  progress  of  pauperism  and  give  a  moral  training 
to  the  poor,  and  to  open  a  way  to  the  reclamation  of  waste  lands  at  home 
and  the  colonization  of  unoccupied  wilds  in  foreign  countries.  These 
colonies  are  of  two  classes  :  those  which  contemplate  a  provision  for  adults, 
and  those  which  are  directed  to  the  training  of  children  and  young  per- 
sons. Those  for  adults  have  only  been  very  partially  tried,  and  have  for 
the  most  part  failed  ;  and  on  these  accounts,  and  because  they  have  been 
made  trial  of  only  in  countries  where  there  is  no  complete  system  of  leg^l 
relief  for  the  poor  as  in  England,  we  will  not  now  enter  into  any  details 
respecting  them.  Those  colonies  which  are  for  the  training  of  children 
and  young  persons  only  have  been  more  generally  adopted  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  their  number  is  increasing.  A  considerable  body  of  informa- 
tion respecting  them  has  been  collected  by  the  Inspector-General  of 
Prisons  and  Institutions  of  Public  Charity  in  Belgium,  in  a  report  address- 
ed by  him  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  for  that  kingdom  containing  the 
results  of  inquiries  made  principally  with  a  view  to  his  guidance  in  carrying 
out  the  instructions  of  his  government  for  the  organization  of  the  great 
reformatory  school  at  Ruysselede.  From  this  report  portions  haye  been 
selected  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Schools,  and, 
with  his  own  observations  upon  them,  published  *  in  the  form  of  a  paper, 
read  by  him  before  the  Statistical  Society  of  London,  in  February  of  the 
present  year.  In  it  he  has  collected  many  particulars  of  the  farm-school 
system  as  it  has  been  tried  in  various  parts  of  the  continent,  and  has  then 
made  some  remarks  upon  its  applicability  to  the  training  of  pauper  chil- 
dren as  a  preventive  system,  which  he  considers  to  be  the  great  practical 
step  towards  obtaining  good  reformatory  schools  for  the  restraining  of 
criminal  children,  on  principles  well  understood  and  economically  applied. 
We  propose  to  give  a  brief  statement  of  some  of  the  principal  facts  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  but  we  must  refer  our  readers  for  details  to  the 
pamphlet  itself. 

The  farm  schools  for  the  training  of  children  and  young  persons  are  of 
two  kinds  :  namely,  1.  Asylums  and  homes  for  pauper,  orphan,  deserted, 
and  morally-endangered  children,  who  are  destitute  of  the  education  sup- 
plied by  the  common  relationship  of  a  family;  and,  2.  Correctional 
and  reformatory  schools  for  children  and  young  persons  convicted  of  crime, 
or  acquitted  only  as  having  acted  without  knowledge,  but  detained  under 
a  certain  age  for  the  purpose  of  being  instructed  and  educated.  The 
former  are  termed  **  Agricultural  Reform  Schools,  Refuges,  and  Colonies 
for  Young  Paupers,  Mendicants,  Vagabonds,  Orphans  and  Foundlings, 
Deserted  Children,  and  those  who  are  vicious  or  in  moral  danger  ;*'  the 
latter,  **  Agricultural  Penitentiaries,  or  Penitentiary  Colonies." 

The  farm  schools  of  Switzerland,  and  their  employment  in  reformatory 
discipline,  claim  the  first  notice;  Pestalozzi,  born  at  Zurich  In  1746, 
having  been  the  first  founder  of  a  school  of  this  description,  which  he 
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established  for  pauper  children  at  Neuhof,  and  in  founding  it  sacrificed  all 
his  limited  means.  A  somewhat  similar  undertaking  on  a  grander  scale 
was  recommenced  at  Hofwyl  in  1799,  by  Emmanuel  de  Fellenberg,  whose 
views  and  institutions  embraced  the  education  of  the  highest  as  well  as  of 
the  most  destitute  members  of  society.  Wehrli,  his  agent  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  poor  school,  still  conducts  the  normal  school  of  Kreutzlingen^ 
near  Constance,  though  the  poor  school  at  Hofwyl  is  no  longer  main- 
tained. The  number  of  rural  schools  on  the  plans  of  Wehrli  have  rapidly 
increased,  and  there  are  now  one  or  more  in  almost  every  canton. 

The  habits  of  domestic  life  form  the  basis  upon  which  tliey  are  founded. 
The  superintendence  is  ordinarily  committed  to  a  married  teacher,  who  is 
called  the  father  of  the  family ;  and  his  wife,  who  assists  in  housekeeping 
and  in  the  supervision  and  industrial  instruction  of  the  girls,  bears  the 
title  of  mother  of  the  family.  Organized  upon  the  domestic  plan,  most  of 
these  schools  receive  children  of  both  sexes.  The  inconveniences  of  this 
union  have  been  proved  by  experience  to  be  more  apparent  than  real, 
\vhere  proper  precautions  are  taken,  such  as  vigilant  supervision,  the  ad- 
mission only  of  children  under  twelve  and  their  dismissal  at  seventeen, 
and  the  separation  of  the  dormitories  appropriated  to  each  sex.  The  ad- 
vantages of  it  appear  in  economy  of  management,  in  a  judicious  distribu- 
tion of  labour,  and  in  instruction  and  education.  But,  that  a  genuine 
domestic  spirit  may  prevail  in  the  establishment,  the  number  of  inmates 
should  be  limited,  in  order  that  the  adopted  parents  may  have  daily  and 
continuous  intercourse  with  the  children,  and  that  the  work  of  individual 
education  may  progress  equally  with  that  of  collective  education.  In  the 
Swiss  schools  the  number  usually  varies  from  twenty  to  forty ;  though  in 
some  the  entire  family  is  subdivided  into  lesser  ones,  of  twelve  or  more 
children,  who  are  placed  under  an  assistant  **  father.''  The  plan  of  in- 
struction is  that  adopted  at  common  elementary  schools.  Agriculture 
forms  the  basis  of  their  industry,  and  various  other  occupations  are  usually 
introduced  to  economize  the  expenditure  of  the  establishment,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  children  when  they  are  prevented  from  out-door  work.  The  con- 
ditions of  admission  vary  ;  but  poverty  is  not  generally  held  as  a  sufficient 
qualification,  the  want  of  education  and  parental  care  being  also  deemed 
necessary.  The  average  cost  of  maintenance  is  about  1 85  francs  per  head  per 
annum,  or  50  centimes  per  day.  A  system  of  normal  schools,  especially 
designed  to  furnish  teachers  for  pauper  children,  is  an  essential  part  of  the 
system  of  the  farm  schools.  Some  of  these  establishments  are  attached  to 
the  farm  schools,  and  some  exist  separately.  A  certain  sum  of  money  is 
set  aside  to  allow  of  a  proportionate  number  of  candidates  being  placed  in 
the  normal  schools,  where  they  may  learn  the  theory  and  practice  of 
teaching,  be  initiated  in  the  habits  and  occupations  of  a  country  life,  and 
prepare  themselves  for  the  humble  duties  of  a  laborious  profession  in  a 
spirit  of  self-denial  and  devotion. 

The  agricultural  poor  schools  having  been  found  not  to  meet  the  case 
of  vicious  and  offending  children,  it  became  necessary  to  form  special 
establishments  for  the  latter.  Accordingly,  one  of  the  old  pupils  of 
Wehrli,  M.  Kuratli,  was  commissioned  to  visit  the  foreign  establishments 
which  might  serve  as  a  model,  and  on  his  return  to  Switzerland,  in  1840, 
he  was  intrusted  with  the  management  of  the  reform  school  at  Bachtelen, 
near  Berne,  which  holds,  in  some  degree,  a  middle  position  between  a 
poor  school  properly  so  called  and  a  house  of  correction.  Great  care 
was  used  in  the  admission  of  the  children,  who  were  received  separately 
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and  at  intervaU  of  time,  so  that,  at  the  close  of  1841,  the  number  was  only 
twelve,  forming  one  family,  under  the  special  direction  of  M.  Kuratli.  A 
second  family  was  commenced  in  1842  and  completed  in  1844,  under  the 
management  of  a  second  teacher ;  and,  in  1845,  a  third  family  was  formed, 
composed,  like  the  two  others,  of  twelve  children.  There  has  also  been 
formed  a  trial  section  of  six  or  eight  children,  in  which  those  newly 
arriving  are  placed.  This  organization  in  families  has  completely  an- 
swered its  end,  facilitating  surveillance,  fostering  emulation,  and  permit- 
ting the  application  to  each  child  of  the  sort  of  care  and  management  best 
adapted  to  its  character  and  disposition.  The  children  are  received  at 
from  six  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  with  the  view  of  their  being  kept  at  least 
four  years.  They  are  chiefly  employed  in  field-labour  and  gardening'; 
but  there  are  workshops  for  rope-making,  cooperage,  and  joiners'  work. 
The  instruction  is  similar  to  that  of  the  primary  schools  of  the  canton,  oc- 
cupying daily  two  or  three  hours  in  summer,  and  four  or  five  in  winter. 
The  religious  instruction  is  confided  to  the  pastor  of  the  commune.  The 
mean  annual  cost  per  child  has  been  a  little  under  ten  pounds  English, 
giving  a  daily  average  of  near  sevenpence.  Though  one  father  or  teacher 
to  every  twelve  children  appears  to  be  a  large  proportion ;  yet,  even  in  the 
common  poor  schools,  it  is  strongly  urged  by  Wehrli  that  the  number 
should  never  exceed  thirty. 

Germany,  like  Switzerland,  has  made  endeavours  to  bring  together  its 
''  moral  orphans  "  under  able  management,  with  a  special  regard  to  their 
best  interests  and  future  prospects.  The  greater  part  of  these  institutions 
are  formed  by  societies  or  individuals  on  a  very  bumble  basis,  and  only 
number  a  few  children,  some  receiving  both  sexes,  and  others  only  boys 
or  girls.  The  organization  in  families  generally  prevails.  Usually  the 
boys  are  employed  in  agriculture  and  gardening,  or  other  occupations 
likely  to  afford  the  means  of  subsistence  at  their  departure.  The  various 
kinds  of  industry  pursued  in  the  reformatory  schools  of  Germany  may 
be  here  enumerated  as  suggestive  of  bow  much  may  be  accomplished  by  a 
right  direction  of  the  abilities  of  these  children.  They  embrace  the  cul- 
ture and  pruning  of  fruit-trees,  horticulture,  the  construction  of  little 
articles  in  wood,  such  as  boxes,  spoons,  cages,  mouse-traps,  ladders,  &c, ; 
models  of  instruments  in  iron  and  wood,  toys,  brushes,  and  pencils ; 
baskets,  mats,  beehives,  preparations  of  hogs*  bristles  and  rabbits'  fur; 
the  preparation  and  spinning  of  wool,  cotton,  flax,  and  hemp ;  manufac- 
ture of  envelopes,  pasteboard,  and  watch-cases ;  little  bricks  of  bark  to 
burn ;  picking  wool,  horsehair,  and  tow  ;  manufacture  of  hempen  twine, 
girths,  bridles,  and  other  articles  in  leather,  &c.  Of  the  reformatory 
schools  scattered  over  Germany,  those  of  Wurtemberg  and  the  reform 
school  of  the  Rauhen-Haus,  near  Hamburgh,  may  be  more  particularly 
noticed. 

In  the  reform  schools  of  moral  industry  in  Wurtemberg,  the  average 
number  of  inmates  in  each  is  fifty-six,  of  whom  thirty-three  are  boys  and 
twenty-three  girls.  If  the  domestic  character  and  feeling  is  to  be  main- 
tained, it  is  evident  that  one  "father"  and  one  **  mother"  cannot  direct 
and  supervise  so  large  a  number.  But  it  must  be  added,  that  the  age  for 
leaving  is  commonly  fourteen  years,  though  in  some  the  girls  are  kept  a 
year  longer.  The  aim  of  the  education  given  in  these  reformatory  schools 
is  to  correct  vicious  habits,  and  to  form  honest  men,  good  Christians,  and 
useful  members  of  society.  Together  with  constant  religious  instruction 
every  opportunity  is  taken  of  inculcating  habits  of  order,  propriety,  and 
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activity,  and  of  inspiring  the  children  with  sentiments  of  obedience,  hu- 
mility,   truthfulness,   and    honour.     Under  a   vigilant   and   continuous 
supervision,  account  is  taken  of  their  good  or  bad  dispositions,  of  their 
progress  and  faults.     In  some  schools  the  less  hopeful  are  confided  to 
children  distinguished  by  their  good  conduct,  who  serve  them  as  guides 
to  bring  them  back  to  4;he  right  path,  and  to  form  them  to  the  discipline 
of  the  school.     Many,  even  of  tender  years,  have  contracted  bad  habits, 
which  it  is  necessary  to  root  out  at  any  sacrifice.     In  such  a  case  the 
bead  of  a  family  takes  a  child  particularly  suspected,  and  elicits  an  entire 
confession,  which  is  usually  followed  by  a  promise  of  amendment ;  from 
that  time  his  attention  is  awakened,  and  no  means  are  spared  to  effect  a 
lasting  reformation.     Decency  is  to  the  mind  what  propriety  is  to  the 
body,  and  everything  that  might  bring  injury  to  the  former  is  avoided, 
and  a  scrupulous  watch  kept  over  the  latter.     The  girls  and  boys  only 
meet  at  meals,  in  school,  and  at  religious  exercises ;  at  other  times,  during 
work,  in  play-time,  and  in  the  dormitories,  they  are  entirely  separate* 
Bach  child  has  its  own  bed.     In  each  sleeping  apartment  there  is  a  male 
or  female  overseer,  who  never  leaves,  and  exercises  an  especial  control  over 
those  children  whom  any  peculiar  circumstance  points  out  to  their  atten- 
tion.   Through  these  precautions  the  union  of  boys  and  girls  leaves  no 
room  for  abuse,  and  all  the  heads  of  establishments  agree,  that  a  too  entire 
separation  of  the  sexes  is  more  prejudicial  than  useful.     The  intellectual 
instruction  comprises  religious  instruction,  the  history  of  the  bible,  reading, 
writing,  the  German  language,  written  and  mental  arithmetic,  the  history 
of  Wurtemberg,  geography,  and  music.     Four  or  five  hours  daily  are 
€K»mmonly  given  to  lessons,  according  to  the  seasons  and  the  demands  of 
the  field-labour.     The  instruction  is  given  by  the  head  of  the  family,  who 
is  chosen  from  the  certificated  teachers.    Each  school  has  its  little  library. 
Every  six  or  twelve  months  the  children  are  subjected  to  an  examination. 
In  industrial  education  agriculture  generally  forms  the  basis,  and  the  boys 
under  the  overlooker  of  the  farm  perform  all  the  requisite  work,  and  also 
the  heavier  part  of  the  house-work.     In  most  of  the  schools  there  are 
also  workshops  of  tailors,  shoemakers,  joiners,  weavers,  bookbinders,  &c. 
The  girls  are  principally  employed  in  household- work,  sewing,  and  knit- 
ting ;  but  they  also  take  part  in  the  out-door  work  of  the  kitchen-garden, 
the  cow-sheds,  and  the  poultry-yard,  and  assist  in  the  hay  and  corn  har- 
vest.    In  the  choice  of  these  operations  it  is  especially  designed  to  retain 
them  in  the  humble  sphere  in  which  they  were  born,  by  carefully  avoiding 
whatever  might  tend  to  turn  them  against  the  employments  upon  which 
they  must  ultimately  depend  for  subsistence — such  as  service,  whether  do- 
mestic or  on  the  farm.     Each  reformatory  school  has  a  separate  savings' 
bank,  in  which  are  kept  the  petty  sums  allowed  to  the  children  in  the  cha- 
racter of  wages,  or  any  presents  they  may  receive,  and  each  child  has  its 
little  book  of  account.    On  leaving,  the  boys  are  commonly  apprenticed  to 
artisans,  and  the  girls  go  to  service.     Care  is  taken  to  place  them  with 
employers  of  approved  integrity,  and  in  Christian  families.     Very  few  find 
their  way  to  rural  labour  in  after-life,  nearly  all  obtaining  more  profitable 
occupations  in  the  towns. 

The  reform  school  of  the  Rauhen-Haus,  near  Hamburgh,  claims  our 
notice,  as  it  has  attached  to  it  the  largest  and  perhaps  the  best  normal 
school  for  institutions'  of  this  kind  in  Europe.  It  was  founded  in  1833, 
by  a  few  charitable  persons,  with  the  view  of  assembling  and  correcting 
the  vicious  and  morally  endangered  children  of  the  city.    It  was  at  first 
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located  in  a  modest  thatch-coyered  house,  whence  its  name  is  derived ; 
but  it  has  now  increased  to  about  a  dozen  buildings,  each  havings  its  spe- 
cial application,  which  are  variously  dispersed  in  the  midst  of  surround- 
ing gardens,  and  of  which  several  have  been  erected  by  the  children 
themselves.  The  establishment  consists  of  three  divisions: — 1.  The  re- 
formatory school,  containing  about  100  children,  of  whom  two-thirds  are 
boys  and  one-third  girls.  2.  The  institute  of  "  brothers,*'  which  is  com- 
posed of  those  assigned  to  the  direction  and  superintendence  of  the  dif- 
ferent '' families,"  and  which  serves  also  as  a  preparatory  or  normal 
school:  it  comprised  34  brothers  in  1847.  3.  The  printing  and  agency 
department,  containing  a  bookseller *s  shop  and  workshops  for  bookbinding 
and  stereotyping.  The  organization  of  the  Rauhen-Haus  has  been  based 
on  that  of  the  natural  family.  The  children  are  classed  in  groups  of 
12  each,  forming  a  family,  under  a  superintendent  or  father.  All  these 
are  attached  to  their  common  centre  or  father,  the  director,  who  presides 
over  the  whole.  The  chapel,  the  school,  and  the  workshops  alone  are 
common  to  the  whole,  and  serve  as  a  bond  of  association  among  the 
different  families.  The  details  of  management  are  mainly  the  same  as 
in  the  similar  institutions  already  noticed,  which  have  for  the  most  part 
copied  their  regulations  from  those  of  this  estabHshment.  Its  book- 
making  and  bookselling  departments  cannot  be  generally  imitated,  and 
may  therefore  be  passed  over ;  but  its  normal-school  department,  as  the 
most  advanced  model  of  its  kind,  may  be  briefly  mentioned. 

The  institute  of  "Brothers"  attached  to  the  reform  school  of  the 
Rauhen-Haus  forms  the  basis  of  the  whole  organization.  It  was  soon 
perceived  that  the  work  of  improvement  among  vicious  and  delinquent 
children  could  not  be  confined  to  merely  mercenary  hands,  and  that  it 
was  a  condition  of  success  to  employ  persons  influenced  by  motives  of  a 
higher  nature.  The  brethren  of  the  Rauhen-Haus  may  be  compared, 
in  some  respects,  to  the  "  Fr^res  de  Charite  "  and  "  Fr^res  de  la  Doc- 
trine Chretienne"  in  Roman  Catholic  countries.  To  qualify  for  admis- 
sion to  the  institute,  proof  must  be  furnished  of  their  conduct  having 
been  always  honourable  and  without  reproach,  of  the  constant  practice 
of  Christian  duties,  of  being  animated  with  the  spirit  of  a  true  religious 
calling,  of  freedom  from  physical  infirmity,  of  good  health  and  a  sound 
constitution,  of  knowledge  of  agriculture  or  of  some  trade  available  in 
the  establishment,  or  of  aptitude  for  acquiring  one,  of  the  possession  of 
a  certain  amount  of  learning  or  intelligence,  and  of  the  will  necessary 
to  profit  by  the  special  instruction  provided  in  the  institution.  Consent 
of  parents  is  also  required.  The  age  of  admission  for  brothers  is  usually 
from  20  to  30  years  of  age,  and  notwithstanding  the  strictness  of  the 
conditions  candidates  have  never  been  deficient.  The  institute,  Hke 
the  school  of  reform,  is  supported  by  private  subscriptions  and  dona- 
tions. In  their  relations  with  the  school  of  reform  the  brothers  have 
charge  of  everything  connected  with  the  direction  of  the  families  and 
supervision  of  the  children,  who  cannot  be  out  of  their  sight  by  day  or 
night.  They  take  their  meals  with  them,  sleep  in  their  dormitory, 
direct  them  in  their  work,  accompany  them  to  chapel,  and  take  part  in 
their  recreations  and  games.  They  are  at  first  attached  to  the  families  as 
assistants,  and  after  a  certain  time  of  probation  take  the  direction  in 
their  turn  ;  they  visit  the  parents  of  the  children,  to  report  their  conduct 
and  progress;  they  exercise  over  their  pupils,  after  their  departure,  an 
active  patronage,  give  instruction  in  the  elementary  classes,  and  keep  up 
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the  writing  and  correspondence  of  the  institution.     The  transfer  of  the 
assistants  from  family  to  family  every  month,  places  each  brother  suc- 
cessively in  contact  with  all  the  children,  extends  his  individual  expe- 
rience, and  places  the  experience  acquired  in  each  group  at  the  service 
of  all  the  families.    The  brothers  have  also  a  course  of  special  instruc- 
tion under  the  director  and  two  assistants.    This  occupies  20  hours  per 
week,  arranged  in  a  manner  to  coincide  with  the  working  hours  of  the 
children,  and  comprehends  religion,  sacred  and  profane  history,  the  Ger- 
man language,  geography,  pedagogy,  singing,  and  instrumental  music ; 
there  is  also  a  special  course  of  English.    The  pupils  are  classed  in  two 
courses.    The  duration  of  each  course  is  two  years,  so  that  the  educa- 
tion of  each  brother  occupies  an  average  period  of  four  years.    At  the 
expiration  of  this  time  they  ought  to  be  prepared  for  being  placed,  as  they 
usually  are,  in  one  or  other  of  the  following  positions : — ^as  chiefs  and 
fathers  of  families  in  the  reformatory  schools,  organized  upon  the  plan  of 
the  Rauhen-Haus ;  as  overseers  and  assistants,  or  teachers  in  similar  esta- 
blishments ;  as  teachers  in  rural  schools;  as  directors,  stewards,  overseers, 
or  guardians  in  prisons  of  various  organization  ;  as 'directors  or  fathers  of 
a  family  in  hospitals  and  charitable  establishments ;  as  overseers  of  in- 
firmaries in  the  hospitals;  as  agents  of  provident  and  benevolent  societies; 
or  as  foreign  or  home  missionaries.    The  applications  for  brothers  to  fill 
these  and  kindred  employments  increase  yearly,  so  that  the  director  is 
compelled  to  extend  the  normal  institute  designed  for  their  preparation. 

Thus  far  we  have  briefly  noticed  some  of  the  most  interesting  particu- 
lars in  Mr.  Fletcher's  sketch  of  the  establishment  of  farm  schools  for 
charitable  purposes,  and  their  application  to  reformatory  discipline  in  the 
Protestant  States  of  Switzerland  and  Germany ;  but  we  have  omitted 
many  of  his  details  as  to  the  expenses  of  these  institutions,  and  other 
statistics  of  their  number  and  economy,  for  which  we  must  refer  our 
readers  to  his  pamphlet.  A  further  notice  of  his  account  of  similar 
schools  in  France,  and  of  his  observations  upon  the  condition  and  pro- 
spects of  farm-school  education  in  England,  and  upon  its  applicability  to 
preventive  and  reformatory  education,  must  be  reserved  for  another  op- 
portunity. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE   ANT'S  BOOK,  OR  GUIDE  TO  A  RA- 
TIONAL EDUCATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

Translated  from  the  German  of  C.  G.Salzmann. 

{Continued from  p,  261. 
HINTS  ON   SELF-EDUCATION. 

1.  Be  healthy. 

A  sick  man  is  a  poor  man ;  all  business  is  difficult  to  him,  but  none 
more  so  than  teaching.  In  a  state  of  ill-health,  we  are  apt  to  be  very 
irritable ;  every  instance  of  mischievousness  and  thoughtlessness  in  youth 
excites  our  displeasure.  A  sick  person  must,  therefore,  feel  very  uncom- 
fortable among  children,  to  whom  mischievousness  and  thoughtlessness 
are  peculiar,  because  he  considers  himself  offended  every  minute.  And 
how  will  he  be  able  to  teach  while  under  the  influence  of  unpleasant 
feelings?  All  his  admonitions  will  either  be  full  of  gall,  or  else  they  will 
be  pronounced  in  a  trembling  tone  of  voice.  In  the  latter  case,  they  will 
do  no  good ;  and  in  the  former,  they  will  do  decided  harm.  The  numerous 
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complaints  of  the  disobedience  of  children  to  which  we  are  obliged  to 
listen,  arise  in  great  measure  from  the  indiiTerent  health  of  the  teachers. 

**  But  this  is  a  strange  requisition,"  it  will  be  said.  *^  Be  healthy !  Of 
cavrse  every  one  wishes  to  be  healthy ;  but  does  health  then  depend 
upon  the  will?" 

Certainly  it  does,  supposing  that  no  vital  part  is  injured,  and  that  Ab 
body  has  not  been  debilitated  by  excess.  An  earnest  will  has  a  mighty 
influence  over  the  body.  Only  harden  it  by  degrees,  be  moderate  and 
abstinent,  devote  the  day  to  work  and  the  night  to  rest ;  and  if,  not* 
withstanding,  you  begin  to  get  ill,  instead  of  taking  refuge  at  the  apothe* 
Gary's,  endeavour  to  discover  the  cause  of  your  illness.  This  you  can  do 
by  reflecting  upon  your  past  mode  of  living.  When  you  have  once  fomid 
it  out,  it  will  be  easy  to  remedy  it  by  simple  means.  Let  every  one 
make  himself  acquainted  wiih  his  constitution,  inquire  whence  his  illnest 
proceeds,  and  leatn  the  simple  remedies  for  it,  and  he  will  be  able  to 
acquire  a  lasting  state  of  health. 

3.  Always  be  cheerful. 

In  a  cheerful  hour  we  are  omnipotent  among  our  children.  They  faanf 
upon  us  with  their  whole  heart,  they  let  none  of  our  words  fall  unheeded, 
they  obey  our  slightest  hints.  If  you  could  always  be  cheerful,  no 
business  would  be  easier  than  teaching.  There  are  persons  to  whom 
cheerfulness  is  hereditary,  who  see  the  laughing  side  of  everything.  These 
do  not  need  this  exhortation ;  I  must  much  rather  remind  them  that  for 
teaching  seriousness  also  is  necessary,  if  we  would  assert  our  dignity^  and 
secure  to  our  admonitions  the  requisite  efficacy. 

But  the  number  of  teachers  who  are  endowed  by  nature  with  cheerful- 
ness is  very  small ;  the  greater  proportion  are  more  susceptible  of  iU<« 
humour,  and  are,  therefore,  mostly  in  a  discontented  state  of  mind.  That, 
in  this  unpleasant  mood,  teaching  becomes  very  irksome  and  does  little 
good,  every  one  knows ;  and,  therefore,  every  one  feeU  the  obligation  to 
endeavour  to  be  always  cheerful. 

It  is  not  so  difficult  to  do  this  as  many  may  imagine.  Let  the  caose 
of  the  ill-humour  be  once  sought  out,  and  it  will  be  easy  to  eradicate 
the  disposition.  Why  then,  I  ask  you,  reader,  are  you  always  so  ill-tem- 
pered ? 

"  My  situation — "  you  reply. 

You  are  mistaken,  my  friend.  It  is  true,  that  one  situation  is  always 
more  calculated  to  excite  ill-humour  than  another ;  but  the  real  cause 
still  lies  in  yourself.  A  man  full  of  strength  and  clear  views  must  be  in 
a  position  to  render  himself  independent  of  his  circumstances,  and  to  be 
a  source  of  cheerfulness  to  himself.  He  is  tranquil  even  when  encom- 
passed by  storm  and  tempest,  and  contented  in  the  midst  of  discontent. 
Another,  who  is  deficient  in  this  strength  and  these  views,  is  sombre  and 
ill-tempered  even  when  everything  smiles  upon  him. 

The  cause  of  ill-humour  often  lies  in  a  defective  state  of  the  body. 
But  whoever  has  learnt  to  preserve  his  health  will  also  be  able  to  guard 
against  this  kind  of  ill*humour. 

Frequently,  and  perhaps  mostly,  it  arises  from  a  defective  state  of  the 
soul,  and  principally  from  the  bad  habit  of  taking  unpleasant  yiews  of 
our  circumstances.  Look,  my  dear  friends,  there  is  a  double  world.  The 
one  is  out  of  us,  the  other  is  in  us.  The  exterior  world  is  independent  of 
our  views,  the  interior  consists  in  the  views  which  we  take  of  the  exterior. 
On  the  exterior  we  can  operate  but  little ;  but  the  interior  is  our  work, 
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we  are  its  creators.  If,  then^  the  exterior  world  is  not,  in  your  opiniooy 
as  it  ought  to  be,  create  for  yourself  a  ^vorld  which  shall  smile  on  you« 
which  shall  dispose  you  to  be  cheerful ;  learn  to  take  an  agreeable  view 
of  everything,  and  to  entertain  tranquillizing  and  enlivening  ideas,  and— 
a  safe  foundation  for  your  cheerfulness  is  laid,  at  least  as  safe  a  one  as  is 
possible  in  this  transitory  state. 

Let  us  make  an  attempt  at  this  creation,  and  see  whether  an  agreeable 
and  engaging  view  of  the  sphere  in  which  you  act  is  not  possible.  You 
have  to  live  and  labour  in  a  circle  of  children.  What  are  they  ?  Creatures 
growing  up  into  men.  Who  gave  you  them  ?  God,  who  gives  everything. 
For  what  purpose?  That  you  might  guide  them  in  becoming  rational, 
free,  active,  and  happy  creatures,  and  to  afford  you  opportunities  of 
ennobling  yourself. 

But  their  bad  habits  ? 

Are  inducements  to  reflect  upon  the  origin  of  these,  and  the  best  means 
of  removing  them. 

And  the  difficulties  which  are  laid  in  your  way? 

Are  to  induce  you  to  exert  yourself  in  order  to  conquer  them. 

The  ingratitude  with  which  you  are  rewarded  ? 

Procures  you  an  opportunity  of  practising  pure  morality. 

Are  not  such  views  uncommonly  cheering  ?  Do  you  not  see  that  it  is 
possible  for  a  man,  who  has  acquired  the  habit  of  taking  such  views  of 
his  circumstances,  to  make  cheerfulness  his  own.  But,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  take  such  views,  we  must  endeavour  to  reach  a  higher  point  of 
view,  from  which,  looking  beyond  the  visible,  we  can  fix  our  eyes  on  the 
invisible.  Here  all  disorder,  confusion,  and  everything  evil,  disappears; 
and  a  field  opens  where  pure  harmony  and  sublime  aims  are  visible, 

3.  Learn  to  talk  and  associate  with  children* 

Every  class  of  men  has  its  peculiar  language  and  habits,  and  we  must 
have  great  acquaintance  with  those  of  any  cne  in  which  we  would  be  com* 
fortable  and  agreeable.  Hence  the  learned  man  of  the  closet  is  alarmed 
and  makes  himself  ridiculous  when  he  enters  the  circle  of  the  higher 
ranks  of  society,  and  does  not  know  how  to  behave  himself  when  he  falls 
in  with  a  party  of  labourers. 

A  similar  fate  attends  the  young  man  who  has  only  associated  with 
books  and  grown-up  persons,  when  children  are  intrusted  to  his  care. 
He  does  not  know  how  to  conduct  himself;  he  is  always  in  a  state  of  em- 
barrassment, and  does  not  please  the  children,  to  whom  his  company  is 
tiresome.  Whence  comes  this  ?  He  is  a  stranger  to  the  language  and 
habits  of  the  children. 

For  the  purpose  of  entertainment,  I  propose  first  of  all  Narration, 

Narration  has  attractions  for  all  children,  and  as  soon  as  a  person  who 
can  narrate  well  opens  his  mouth,  the  children  flock  around  him,  like 
chickens  when  the  hen  chuckles.  And  this  evident  eagerness  for  nar- 
ration renders  the  narrator's  work  easy  and  agreeable. 

In  our  days,  when  so  many  books  for  children  are  written,  there  can  be 
no  want  of  materials  for  narrating.  The  best  work  of  the  kind,  however, 
with  which  I  am  acquainted  is  Campe's  **  Robinson.*' 

When  you  commence  narrating,  observe  attentively  how  your  little 
hearers  conduct  themselves.  If  their  eyes  and  ears  are  directed  toward 
you ;  if,  when  you  are  about  to  leave  off,  they  pray  you  to  continue,  then 
the  narration  interests  them ;  but  if  they  get  sleepy,  or  begin  playing 
and  teasing  one  another,  there  must  be  something  wrong.     You  perhaps 
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tliiok  there  is  a  want  of  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  children.  I  iselieve, 
however,  that  you  are  mistaken,  as  children,  so  far  as  I  know  them,  alb 
take  pleasure  in  narration.  The  fault  must  lie,  rather,  in  the  contents 
of  the  story  which  you  are  relating — or  else  in  yourself. 

Perhaps  your  story  does  not  contain  anything^  that  is  interesting  to 
children.  Try  another,  therefore,  and  if  it  engages  more  of  their  atten* 
tio  n,  you  may  infer  that  you  had  previously  failed  in  the  selection.  Only 
beware  that  you  do  not  amuse  the  children  with  tales  of  fairies  and  magic. 
These  they  listen  to,  certainly,  with  as  much  pleasure  as  they  eat  ginger- 
bread; but  they  are  just  as  injurious  to  their  minds  as .  gingerbread  to- 
their  stomachs.* 

But  if  you  should  find  that  the  children  remain  uninterested  by  any  of 
your  stories,  the  fault  must  lie  in  your  manner  of  relating  them,  and  in 
that  case  you  have  the  greater  reason  to  improve  it,  as  the  principal  object 
of  your  story-telling  is  to  learn  to  converse  with  children. 

Here  are  a  few  hints  on  the  subject. 

'*That  man  speaks  like  a  book,'' we  are  accustomed  to  say,  when  we 
wish  to  pay  a  compliment  to  some  one's  conversational  powers.  When 
you,  however,  converse  with  your  children,  I  advise  you  not  to  speak  like 
a  book,  but  as  a  man  is  accustomed  to  speak  in  his  intercourse  with  men ; 
speak  the  language  of  common  life.  When  we  write  a  book,  we  select 
every  word  and  every  phrase,  and  avoid  many  of  the  expressions  used  in 
our  ordinary  intercourse  as  vulgar.  But  you  should  avoid  no  expression 
as  vulgar  which  you  are  not  ashamed  to  use  in  your  daily  intercourse.  In 
this  manner  your  narration  will  acquire  life,  and  become  interesting  to 
the  children. 

Avoid  general  expressions  as  much  as  you  can,  as  these  are  less  intelli* 
gible  to  children  than  the  names  of  all  the  things  included.  You  can  say, 
for  instance,  "  The  mother,  on  returning  from  her  journey,  brought  her 
children  fruits  and  toys."  But  you  can  also  express  this  in  the  following 
manner,  "  When  the  mother  returned  from  her  journey,  she  brought 
Emma  and  Jane  apples,  pears,  nuts,  a  box  full  of  little  plates,  dishes, 
spoons,  candlesticks,  pictures,  and  all  sorts  of  pretty  things."  The  latter 
description  is  much  more  interesting  to  the  children  than  the  former. 

Further,  be  somewhat  minute  in  your  narration,  and  do  not  forget  to 
interweave  in  it  a  number  of  accessory  circumstances. 

Always  introduce  the  persons  speaking,  and  let  them  speak  in  the  tone 
in  which  they  really  would  have  spoken.  By  this  constant  change  of 
tone,  not  only  will  your  story  gain  life,  but  your  voice  will  acquire  the 
proper  flexibility,  which  is  indispensable,  if  you  would  address  your  young 
charge  in  a  hearty  and  impressive  manner. 

Lastly,  endeavour  to  bring  action  into  your  story.  This  is  done  when 
you  express,  by  your  looks  and  the  movements  of  your  limbs,  the  various 
actions  which  you  describe. 

As  another  means  of  amusing  children,  I  would  suggest  the  explanation 
of  such  pictures  as  interest  them. 

It  is  true,  that  pictures  of  any  kind  will  interest  children,  but  still  one 
will  interest  them  more  than  another :  representations  of  living  things, 


*  We  must  dissent  from  this.    The  tendency  to  banish  fairies  and  magic  from  our 
nurseries  and  school-rooms  has  happily  disappeared. 
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more  than  those  of  lifeless  ones ;  lower  animals,  more  than  men ;  active 
beings,  more  than  those  that  are  in  a  still  posture.''^ 

Ail  that  has  been  said  in  regard  to  narration  applies  equally  to  the 
explanation  of  pictures. 

I  might  say  much  more  about  both  of  them  ;  but,  if  you  feel  a  desire  to 
engage  the  love  of  your  little  ones,  you  will  find  out  everything  better 
tfaao  I  could  teU  you. 

4.  Learn  to  take  part  in  the  children*e  occupations. 

In  the  amusements  just  described  you  are  the  principal  actor,  and  the 
children  are  merely  listeners  and  spectators.  Agreeable  as  this  relation  is 
to  them  at  first,  they  would  nevertheless  become  tired  of  it,  if  it  were 
t€v  continue  too  long,  as  it  does  not  satisfy  their  desire  to  be  active.  You 
nast  therefore  find  other  amusements  in  which  they  can  take  an  active 
part.  In  these  I  include  chiefly  games,  namely,  such  as  are  calculated  to 
impart  a  free  and  graceful  motion  to  the  body,  or  to  exercise  the  faculties 
of  the  mind. 

In  the  choice  of  games  you  have  to  attend  to  two  things :  that  they  have 
a  really  useful  object ;  and  that  the  children  are  fond  of  them. 

O  all  you  who  devote  yourselves  to  teaching,  learn,  I  pray  you,  learn 
to  play  with  children !  You  will  by  this  practice  attain  three  important 
objects :  you  will  gain  their  love  and  con6dence ;  you  will  acquire  more 
and  more  the  power  of  teaching  and  managing  them  ;  and  you  will  have 
opportunities  of  seeing  into  their  inmost  feelings,  as  they  act  much  more 
freely  and  openly  when  at  play  than  in  other  circumstances ;  they  show 
themselves  then  as  they  really  are,  with  all  their  faults,  weaknesses,  fan- 
cies, talents,  and  inclinations. 

Whoever  cannot  play  with  children,  whoever  has  in  his  head  the  mis- 
taken notion  that  this  way  of  amusing  them  is  beneath  his  dignity,  ought 
properly  not  to  become  a  teacher. 

5.  Ende€WOur  to  acquire  a  precise  acquaintance  with  natural  pro- 
-duetions. 

By  a  precise  acquaintance,  I  mean  an  acquaintance  with  the  peculiarities 
of  structure  by  which  we  can  distinguish  the  different  genera  and  species* 

'*  For  this,"  you  will  perhaps  reply,  **  I  have  no  opportunities." 

Really?  why,  you  live  in  nature,  and  are  surrounded  by  its  produc* 
tions,  which  grow  and  live  under  your  very  eyes.  Only  accustom  yourself 
to  examine  closely  one  at  a  time,  and  to  search  for  the  features  by  which 
they  are  distinguished  from  others  that  resemble  them.  This  in  itself  will 
quicken  your  powers  of  observation  ;  but  you  will  be  at  a  loss  for  the  words 
'm'tth  which  to  name  the  objects  and  their  distinctive  features. 

You  must  therefore  seek  for  a  friend  who  has  made  himself  acquainted 
with  nature,  and  who  will  give  you  his  assistance  in  Bnding  out  the  cha- 
racters of  natural  productions  (for  instance,  in  botany,  the  different  parts 
of  a  flower),  and  who  will  teach  you  the  technical  terms  by  which  they 
are  usually  designated.  If  you  should  have  to  go  some  miles  to  find 
^uch  a  friend,  it  will  still  be  worth  while  to  make  a  journey  to  him  occa- 
sionally. 

Further,  you  must  endeavour  to  procure  some  books  which  will  teach 
you  how  to  become  acquainted  with  nature. 


*  Thift  should  be  borne  ia  mind  by  tboBe  who  prepare  prints  for  school-rooms,  or  il< 
lastrative  woodcuts  for  children's  books. — £d. 
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If  now  you  find  an  object  with  whose  name  and  nature  you  wish  to 
make  yourself  acquainted,  (for  instance,  a  plant,)  first  look  at  the  indica- 
tions of  the  genus ;  then,  of  the  species ;  and  lastly,  of  the  order;  in  doing 
which  you  must  chiefly  pay  attention  to  the  features  that  are  most  striking. 
Afterwards  look  in  your  book  for  the  genus  and  species  to  which  your 
plant  belongs ;  it  will  then  not  be  difficult  to  find  the  order  in  which  it  is 
placed,  and  the  name  by  which  it  is  known.  Ask  your  friend  occasionally 
whether  you  have  not  made  a  mistake  ;  you  will  then  be  glad  if  you  have 
really  found  what  you  wanted ;  and  even  an  error,  when  detected,  will  be 
instructive  to  you,  and  will  teach  you  to  guard  against  similar  ones  in 
future. 

,  I  give  you  this  advice  with  all  the  more  confidence,  as  I  know  that 
various  young  men  have  acquired  in  this  way,  during  a  short  stay  in  my 
establishment,  no  mean  acquaintance  with  nature,  principally  with  plants* 

As  the  contemplation  of  nature  is,  as  I  have  alreaay  shown,  highly 
necessary  to  the  instruction  of  children,  to  the  awakening  and  exercising 
of  their  mental  faculties,  it  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  you  must 
make  yourself  acquainted  with  nature,  if  you  wish  to  teach  with  pleasure 
and  profit. 

This  acquaintance  will  give  you  many  great  advantages.  To  yourself 
it  will  be  a  plentiful  source  of  enjoyment,  as  you  will  then  no  longer 
wander  through  the  world  like  a  foreigner,  to  whom  surrounding  objects 
are  all  unknown  ;  but  as  a  native,  who  meets  with  acquaintances  with  whom 
he  can  converse  on  the  mountains  and  in  the  valleys,  in  the  water  and  in 
the  interior  of  the  earth.  Still  more  important  will  it  be  to  you,  in  your 
intercourse  with  your  little  ones,  as  it  offers  you  the  most  various  matter 
for  instruction  and  amusement,  renders  you  important  and  indispensable 
to  them,  and  afibrds  you  an  opportunity,  particularly  in  summer,  of  filling 
up  many  an  hour  in  a  highly  useful  and  agreeable  manner.* 

6.  Make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  works  of  human  industry. 

As  these  furnish,  as  I  have  already  shown,  abundant  matter  for  interest* 
ing  and  instructive  lessons,  an  acquaintance  with  them  is  indispensable. 
If  we  do  not  acquire  this  knowledge  ourselves,  we  cannot  communicate  it 
to  our  pupils ;  they  will,  therefore,  become  accustomed  to  look  superficially 
at  the  objects  of  art  surrounding  them,  and  to  rest  satisfied  with  an  imper- 
fect comprehension  of  their  structure  and  uses. 

Therefore,  friend,  you  that  have  devoted  yourself  to  education,  strive  ta 
become  acquainted  with  the  various  products  of  human  industry.  You 
will  find  o})portunities  for  this  if  you  seek  them.  The  person  who  makes 
any  particular  object,  or  he  who  uses  it,  will  be  able  to  tell  you  everything 
about  it  that  you  may  wish  to  know. 

For  instance,  if  you  meet  a  farmer  who  returns  your  salutation  in  a 
friendly  manner,  enter  into  a  conversation  with  him  about  his  business, 
and  about  the  instrument  which  he  uses  in  order  to  make  furrows  and  to 
prepare  the  field  for  bringing  forth  the  corn  that  nourishes  you.  Ask  him 
to  tell  you  the  names  of  the  different  parts  of  the  plough,  and  to  point  out 


*  Oar  readers  will, bear  in  mind,  both  here  and  throughout  the  extracts,  that  the 
teachers  whom  the  writer  had  in  view  were  those  of  boarding  schools  similar  to  bis  own. 
The  education  sketched  in  the  Ant's  Book  is  such  as  he  considered  requisite  for  the 
children  of  the  middle  and  upper  classes^  and  although*  the  general  principles  apply 
equally  to  elementary  instruction,  several  of  the  things  recommended  are  plainly  imprac- 
ticable in  elementary  schools.  We  do  not  think,  for  instance,  that  botany  can  be  suc- 
oessfuUy  taught  in  a  school  for  the  poor. — [So.] 
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to  you  the  purpose  for  which  each  is  placed  there.  He  will  answer  your 
questions  with  pleasure,  and  you  will  learn  much  that  was  unknown  to  you 
before,  and  be  glad  to  have  learnt  it. 

In  the  same  way  visit  the  workshop  of  the  joiner,  the  turner,  the  black- 
smith, &c. ;  converse  with  th«m  about  the  materials  they  employ,  the 
shapes  they  give  them,  the  tools  they  make  use  of  in  order  to  effect  their 
purpose ;  further,  visit  places  where  you  may  see  machinery,  and  examine 
its  structure  and  mode  of  working. 

You  will  often  gain  more  useful  knowledge  and  skill  in  such  conversa- 
tions with  the  producing  classes,  than  in  the  audience  chamber  of  many  a 
philosopher.  You  will  learn  to  intermix  and  converse  with  this  numerous, 
important,  indispensable  class  of  men — a  gifb  which  is  not  always  pos- 
sessed by  the  learned  man  of  the  closet ;  you  will  acquire  a  fund  of  know- 
ledge, which  you  will  afterwards  be  able  to  turn  to  account  in  the  circle 
of  your  pupils ;  the  most  common  objects  will  furnish  you  with  matter  for 
lessons ;  you  will  at  last  acquire  the  habit  of  observing  things  thoroughly, 
instead  of  looking  at  them  superficially,  and  this  habit  you  will  impart  ta 
your  pupils. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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Translated  from  the  German  of  Dr.  Weiss,  Professor  of  Joachimsthal 

College  at  Berlin,     Translated  by  Dr,  A.  Selfs. 

(Continued Jrom  p.  3Z0.)  * 

FIFTH    LETTER. 

JEarhf  Maturity  and  Manliness. -^Quakers'  Schools. •'^Natural  Development 
not  hindered. — Indirect  Ways  of  JEducation.-'--Character  valued  more  highly 
than  Knowledge. — Active  jjife. — Importance  of  Large  JEstablishments,-^' 
JSxtemal  Circumstances  relating  to  the  Public  Schools, 

All  I  have  hitherto  said  has  been  calculated  to  give  a  favourable  opi- 
nion of  English  youths,  and  of  the  education  bestowed  upon  them ;  yet  I 
must  add  an  observation,  which  has  perhaps  escaped  the  attention  of 
others  as  well  as  of  yourself,  and  point  out  a  disadvantage  which  is  in- 
separable from  the  system,  and  which  is  not  met  with  to  the  same  extent 
in  our  schools.  On  account  of  youths  being  allowed  to  enter  rather  too 
soon  into  society,  and  being  treated  as  men  both  by  parents  and  masters 
earlier  than  they  are  with  us,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  Locke:  "The 
sooner  you  treat  him  as  a  man  the  sooner  he  will  begin  to  be  one  :" — on 
account  of  this  being  the  case,  the  happy  period  of  youth  is  frequently  lost 
to  them  ;  and  whilst  the  boys  measure  their  whole  behaviour  by  the  con-^ 
duct  they  remark  in  adults,  and  regulate  all  their  doings  by  reflection, 
the  characteristic  of  the  English,  they  no  longer  enjoy  the  unrestrained 
buoyancy  and  the  poetical  happiness  which  elsewhere  adorns  the  morning 
of  life  and  embellishes  youth  in  our  country. 

This  seriousness  and  reserve  is  particularly  infused  into  the  sons  of^ 
Quakers,  a  sect  which  in  general  represents  English  character  only  in  its 
extreme  phase.  Their  scholastic  establishments  are  throughout  well 
managed,  and  their  scholars,  though  not  very  lively  to  judge  from  ap- 
pearances, seem  possessed  of  much  openness  and  sincerity,  agreeably 
to  their  school  rules ;  which  stated  their  duties  to  consist  particularly  in 
strict  regard  to  truth  and  integrity  ^^^  well  as  m  simplicity  and  plainness^ 
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of  Speech,  behaviour f  dress,  and  apparel ;  and  warn  them  against  vain 
fashions,  the  corrupt  customs  and  unprofitable  conversation  of  the  world, 
and  against  the  public  pastimes  and  pernicious  diversions  of  the  age, 

English  boys  begin  to  wear  hats  very  early,  and  at  twelve  years  of  age 
they  are  generally  in  a  fair  way  towards  being  treated  as  men.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  they  have  then  arrived  at  an  age  in  which  something  may  be 
expected  from  them,  and  they  are  left  to  act  for  themselves,  even  in  cir- 
cumstances  which  call  for  calmness  and  presence  of  mind.  Thos  I  have 
often  seen  an  urchin  riding  on  the  outside  of  an  omnibus  or  a  stage-coach, 
in  such  a  dangerous  situation  that  a  German  parent  would  rather  have 
had  him  on  his  lap  or  between  his  legs.  They  seem  to  think,  in  England, 
that  boys  ought  to  learn  to  be  brave,  and  to  know  how  to  face  danger  and 
how  to  forget  it.  They  are  not  prevented  from  indulging  in  dangerous 
Bports,  though  there  may  be  often  danger  at  hand  :  aquatic  amusements 
in  their  pretty  little  boats  are  quite  a  favourite  amusement  amongst  them, 
not  only  as  a  means  by  which  bodily  agility  may  be  increased,  but  also 
as  tending  to  foster  in  them  that  dauntless  spirit  of  seamanship  which  is 
so  characteristic  of  the  nation  that  is  said  to  rule  the  waves.  The. time 
spent  in  this  way  is  not  considered  as  thrown  away  ;  for  the  English  are 
of  the  opinion  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  that  **  active  sports  are  not  to  be 
reckoned  idleness  in  young  people.''  This  is  why  English  youths  appear 
to  be  as  bold,  sturdy,  and  proud  a  set,  as  if  they  had  sucked  in  with 
their  mother's  milk  their  consciousness  of  belonging  to  Old  England^ 
and  as  if  they  did  not  need  to  trouble  themselves  about  anything  in  the 
world. 

But  the  very  same  yotiths  who  so  soon  cease  to  be  boys,  who  act  in 
society  exactly  like  grown-up  men,  and  who  early  learn  to  feel  themselves 
at  ease  in  whatever  situation  they  may  be  placed,  are  said,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  remain  even  longer  than  German  boys  in  a  state  of  immaturity 
as  regards  tlteir  mental  developement.  I  have  frequently  been  assured  that 
their  submission  to  authority,  salutary  as  it  is  in  many  respects,  does  yet 
degenerate  sometimes  into  a  blind,  nay  childish  assent.  Even  persona 
who  were  by  no  means  generally  opposed  to  English  universities,  and 
whom  I  could  not  but  conskier  as  competent  judges,  have  openly  affirmed 
to  me,  that  amongst  the  students  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  there  were  only 
a  few  who  had  ideas  of  their  own,  and  pursued  a  certain  subject  with  an  in- 
dependent zeal  for  science.  The  majority,  said  they,  thought  of  little  else 
but  amusing  themselves,  whilst  the  few  who  were  diligent  did  not  venture 
out  o^  the  beaten  track,  so  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  gained  in  the 
end  small  increase  of  knowledge,  and  thus  they  but  idled  away  some 
years,  until  at  length  they  gained  a  sudden  insight  into  their  own  nature, 
and  settled  at  once  on  an  object  worthy  of  their  intellect  and  suitable  to 
their  disposition.  This  moment  of  sudden  enlightenment  is  supposed  to 
arrive,  sooner  or  later,  in  the  case  of  every  young  man;  and  people  rely  on. 
its  appearance  through  their  confidence  in  the  general  healthiness  of  the 
English  character.  They  are  unwilling  to  frame  the  minds  of  their 
young  exactly  after  their  schoolmasters,  but  prefer  leaving  them  to  them- 
selves, and  their  own  foolish  inclinations,  whilst  asserting  that  a  **  ploddinfp 
German'*  never  enjoys  a  free  developement  of  his  powers»  merely  cm 
account  of  the  harassing,  stupifying  diligence  which  he  is  compelled  to 
exercise. 

Can  we  deny  that  this  is  true  in  some  respects  ?  The  English  take  less 
pains  than  we  do  in  developing  the  intellect,  and  whilst  waiting  for  Ae 
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natural  bent  of  the  mind  to  show  itself,  they  pay  attention  rather  to  the 
moral  than  to  the  mental  part  of  education,  which  they  leave  with  confi*' 
dence  to  the  nature  of  the  boys  themselves,  and  to  the  numerous  indi- 
rect means  of  information  which  public  life  offers  there  in  greater  number 
and  variety  than  in  our  country.     They  are  entirely  of  opinion  that  the' 
acquisition  of  knowledge  is  only  the  secondary  part  of  education,  and  that 
life  will  always  afford  opportunities  for  correcting  and  perfecting  it;  but, 
in  order  that  a  young  man  may  find  out  and  embrace  the  opportunity  of 
acquiring  knowledge,  they  think  it  indispensable  to  fulfil  strictly  the  first 
duty  of  education,  which  consists  in  the  formation  of  character;  any* 
neglect  with  regard  to  this  not  being  capable  of  remedy  in  later  life.     Nor 
do  they  believe,  as  many  do  in  Germany,  that  a  scientific  occupation,- 
however  well  directed,  would  be  sufiScient  to  lead  the  generality  of  boys  ta 
solid  principles  or  moral  aid  and  moral  developement. 

I  have  seldom  found,  on  perusing  English  biographies,  that  any  of  their 
celebrated  men  were  said  to  have  studied  much,  or  to  have  manifested' 
great  zeal  for  science  in  their  youth  ;  there  was  not  a  word  about  that  v 
whereas  a  great  deal  was  said  about  the  exercise  of  self-control,  the  mani- 
festation of  sincerity,  patience,  perseverance,  and  other  minor  virtues* 
With  respect  to  these  qualities,  and  their  common  root,  the  fear  of  God^ 
which  keeps  us  safest  against  any  fear  of  men,  a  passage  occurs,  amongst 
others-,  in  the  letters  which  Fowell  Buxton,  the  friend  of  Wilberforce  and 
his  auxiliary  in  the  work  of  emancipation,  addressed  to  his  sons  who  were 
studying  :  **  Let  it  be  your  first  object,"  he  writes,  "  to  prove  to  the  world 
that  you  are  not  made  of  wood  or  straw,  but  that  there  is  some  iron  in  your 
nature.  Let  men  know  that  whatever  you  say  you  will  also  do ;  that  you 
possess  firm,  unwavering  resolutions;  that,  being  once  determined,  neither 
inducements  nor  threats  will  be  able  to  prevail  upT)n  you."  I  might 
add  many  passages  more  that  are  only  different  versions  of  the  excellent 
sentence  which  occurs  in  Mary  Barton — "  An  anxious  mind  is  never  a 
pious  mind." 

The  English  are  accustomed  to  consider  the  will  as  the  focus  of  all  the 
powers  of  man  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  country  which  gave  birth  to  Pela^ 
gius  learnt  long  ago  how  to  write  their  opinions  with  the  severest  humi« 
Uty  towards  Him  from  whom  cometh  every  sood  and  perfect  gift. 

How  can  this  be  thought  consistent  with  the  apparently  high  estima- 
tion in  which  the  English,  if  I  may  rely  on  quotations  and  occasional  hint» 
in  conversation,  still  hold  the  writings  of  Montaigne  and  of  J.  J.  Rosseau^ 
the  latter  of  whom  has  spread  all  over  Grermany  so  many  ideas  similar  ta 
the  doctrines  of  Pelagius  ?  I  am  induced  to  think  that  they  admire  their 
spirit  and  acuteness ;  yet  would  never,  if  it  were  only  for  national  anti- 
pathy, allow  any  system  of  this  kind  to  enter  into  the  recesses  of  their 
minds. 

This,  then,  is  the  end  of  English  education — to  strengthen  the  will  and 
give  it  a  right  direction.  Truth,  to  which  life  must  be  devoted,  is  seen  by 
them  under  a  practical  point  of  view  ;  it  is  measured  by  the  standard  oi 
life,  from  whence  it  draws  its  principles  and  wherein  alone  they  can  be  ap- 
proved. It  is  elevating  to  trace  this  persuasion  in  the  life  of  almost  every 
eminent  Englishman ;  every  biography  offers  examples  of  it.  I  will  but 
remind  the  reader  of  Sir  Stamford  Raffles,  and  again  of  Thomas  Arnold, 
The  thoughts  of  such  men  are,  as  it  were,  embodied  in  their  actions. 
When  Arnold  had  been  afflicted  by  religious  scruples  he  threw  himself 
into  the  midst  of  busy  life,  and  by  works  of  charity  he  freed  himself  of  tlii; 
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pain  caused  by  isolated  reflection ;  for  such  was  the  effect  of  activity,  that 
li  restored  quiet  and  clearness  to  his  miud.  **  If  I  do  not  understand,"  he 
says,  **  the  mysterious  fortunes  of  men — why  such  a  thing  should  happen  to 
one,  and  such  another  thing  to  me— the  Lord  replies  to  my  doubts,  *  What 
is  that  to  you?  Follow  my  ways!'  and  thus  he  leads  me  from  light  to 
light."  The  bliss  of  well-disposed  activity  is  proved,  not  only  in  single  in- 
stances, but  it  might  be  shown  in  the  whole  nation ;  for  there  lies  the 
secret  of  its  greatness. 

We  can  do  nothing  but  congratulate  the  English  on  their  public  board- 
ing schools  having  maintained  their  popularity,  through  the  moral  influ* 
ence  which  they  exert  on  the  youthful  mind,  and  through  their  combining 
liberality  with  firmness  in  their  discipline.  Whilst,  in  Germany,  some 
were  angrily  opposed  and  others  as  strongly  in  favour  of  boarding  schools 
such  as  the  English  coUeges;  (thus,  for  instance,  Fichte,  the  philosopher, 
took. the  lead  amongst  their  adversaries,  and  H.  von  Vechelde,  in  his  essay 
on  Schulpforta,  rose  in  their  defence ;)  it  has  now,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
become  common  to  consider  them  as  necessary  evils.  In  France,  every 
kind  of  boarding  schools  has  been  disapproved  of,  even  by  such  as  were 
not  possessed  with  all  the  bitterness  of  Cormenin,  who  writes:  "Leca- 
sernement  d'une  masse  d*enfants  entre  quatre  murailles  est  une  action  anti- 
nationale,  anti-morale,  et  anti-civique."  The  excellent  description  of  the 
educational  establishments  of  France,  by  L.  Hahn,  is  not  in  their  praise 
neither.  In  England,  opinion  is  less  adverse  to  boarding  schools;  single 
Yoices  only  have  complained  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  instruction  given 
in  them.  Yet  the  large  public  schools,  which  must  be  principally  reckoned 
among  this  order,  have  met  with  eager  panegyrists  in  many  of  their  own 
scholars,  who  had  found  in  them,  as  it  were,  their  second  home.  And,  as 
to  the  masters,  they  appeared  to  me  everywhere  happy  in  their  vocation, 
although  perhaps  they  were  not  all  of  them  such  predestinated  teachers 
as  Dr.  Arnold,  who  did  not  feel  himself  happy  unless  he  was  in  the  midst 
of  his  boys. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  manly  and  heroic  spirits  of  the  nation  from  de- 
clining, of  which  I  found  that  serious  apprehensions  are  at  present  enter- 
tained by  the  Eoghsh,  they  are  all  the  more  disinclined  to  make  altera- 
tions in  the  old  educational  system  of  public  schools  and  universities. 
Whatever  were  the  requirements  of  modern  times,  they  have  made  no  ex- 
periments by  introducing  new  methods  of  teaching,  or  new  subjects  of 
instruction,  as  they  are  firmly  convinced  how  much  they  are  indebted  to 
the  vital  energy  of  the  old.  They  know,  besides,  that  those  times  have 
been  most  fertile  in  strongly  developed  individuals  in  which  the  means  of 
instructing  were  simple,  and  left  more  room  for  thorough  comprehension 
by  their  narrower  extent ;  therefore  they  look  with  anything  but  envy  on 
the  greater  variety  of  matters  which  our  instruction  exhibits.  Though  I 
will  not  anticipate  what  I  have  to  say  in  my  next  letter,  in  which  I  shall 
inquire  into  their  instruction  in  particular,  I  may  still  cast  a  glance  on 
some  external  circumstances  connected  with  the  old  public  schools. 

The  buildings  are  frequently  too  small  for  the  number  of  pupils,  who 
have  vastly  increased  since  their  first  erection.  Thus,  Eton  College  has 
nearly  650  pupils,  some  of  whom,  in  numbers  of  120  or  30,  live  with 
people  residing  in  the  town,  commonly  called  Dames.  Possibly,  they 
were  formerly  matrons  who  undertook  the  domestic  care  of  the  boys ;  but 
they  must  always  have  the  permission  of  the  head«master,  who  can 
deprive  them  of  the  privilege  if  he  chooses.     Dr.  Arnold  thought  it  ad* 
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visable,  at  Rugby,  to  allow  bis  boys  to  live  witb  a  master  belonging  to  the 
schoolj  in  numbers  of  from  30  to  40 ;  for  thus  only  could  he  depend  upon 
it — that  the  houses  where  they  lived  should  be  an  epitome  of  the  whole 
school* 

The  exhibitions,  which  sometimes  cover  all  expenses,  are  commonly 
given  away  by  the  trustees ;  but  recently  it  has  been  decided,  with  great 
propriety,  in  some  schools — for  instance  at  Westminster  school — that  they 
should  henceforth  be  distributed  by  competition. 

The  interior  of  the  schools  is  generally  well  adapted  for  use.     In  many 

S laces  the  sleeping-rooms  are  so  arranged  that  the  beds  are  not  visible 
uring  the  daytime,  when  they  have  the  appearance  of  presses.  CIeanli« 
ness  and  order  are  particularly  attended  to,  especially  at  Eton  and  at 
the  Charter-house,  with  which  other  establishments  can  bear  no  comparison 
in  this  respect,  not  even  the  celebrated  Blue  Coat  School  and  Westminster 
School  in  London,  Especial  attention  is  paid  to  the  school-rooms  being 
spacious,  well  lighted,  and  properly  ventilated — a  point  often  neglected  in 
our  school-houses.  The  personal  cleanliness  of  the  boys  is  also  superin- 
tended more  closely,  changes  of  bed  and  body  linen  are  more  frequent 
amongst  them,  foot-baths  are  obligatory  once  a  week  in  winter,  oftener  in 
summer.  It  is  an  old  proverb  of  theirs,  that  *'  cleanliness  comes  next  to 
godliness." 

In  cases  of  illness,  medical  attendance  is  procured  ;  matrons  and  nurses 
are  provided  to  wait  upon  the  sick.  The  servants  (I  saw  only  men  ser- 
vants in  these  establishments)  are  generally  well  paid,  lest  they  should 
receive  anything  from  the  pupils;  and  they  are  respectable,  well-bred  per- 
sons, who  by  their  presence  merely  are  able  to  prevent  many  improper 
occurrences.  Some  time  ago,  the  Etonians  w^ere  still  obliged  to  do  for 
themselves  certain  little  services,  which  have  since  been  transferred  to  the 
servants.  Yet  most  other  customs  have  been  preserved  ever  since  the 
foundation  of  the  college,  such  as  the  daily  dish  of  mutton  and  other 
things.  In  other  schools  the  original  dress  is  still  obligatory ;  and  thus  it 
happens  that  at  London  the  Blue  Coat  Boys  are  frequently  to  be  met  with 
in  the  streets,  wearing  their  long  blue  coats,  a  red  leather  strap,  white 
bands,  and  yellow  stockings. 
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Sggtem  of  the  Instruction  given  in  Public  Schools, — Digested  and  undiaested 
Knowledge j-^  The  School-room, — Latin  and  Grreek  Metrical  Sxerc%ses,-*^ 
J^ractical  Use  of  Matters  taught.^-^Opinion  of  the  Emlish  respecting  Oer^ 
man  Erudition, — They  teach  only  simple  and  positive  Knowledge,  and  how  to 
learn  in  general. 

The  difference  which  exists  between  the  system  of  instruction  in  English 
public  schools  and  the  one  pursued  in  our  gymnasia,  may  be  expressed  by 
the  opposition  of  skill  and  practice  on  the  one  hand,  and  science  and  know- 
ledge on  the  other.  What  an  English  scholar  learns  is  contained  within 
a  narrower  compass  than  what  a  German  scholar  is  taught ;  but  within  the 
circuit  of  his  instruction  greater  security  is  attained  by  an  English  boy, 
who,  though  limited  in  his  learning,  is  yet  more  able  to  manage  such 
studies  as  he  has  been  taught. 

The  principal  business  of  an  English  master  is  rather  to  ask  questions 
of  his  boys  from  the  portion  of  the  book  they  have  been  learning,  and  set 
them  another  lesson,  than  to  carry  on  with  them  a  mental  intercourse  and 
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exchange  of  ideas,  which  at  once  interests  and  instructs  them.  This  being^ 
taken  into  consideration,  it  will  no  longer  be  surprising  that  there  is  only- 
one  school-room  for  all  the  classes,  and  as  many  chairs  surrounded  by 
forms  as  there  are  classes  to  be  taught  different  subjects.  I  have  been 
assured  that  they  are  so  accustomed  to  this  arrangement,  that  neither  pupil 
nor  master  is  ever  disturbed  by  the  presence  of  others ;  and  they  early 
learn  thus  to  pay  attention  ad  hoc,  whatever  may  happen  to  go  on  around 
them.  Should  a  master  by  chance  want  to  be  by  himself  with  his  class, 
he  can  be  separated  from  the  other  divisions  by  a  curtain. 

In  King  Edward's  school,  built  about  sixteen  years  ago,  at  Birmingham, 
the  school-room  consists  of  a  single  saloon  of  1 50  feet  in  length,  30  feet 
in  width,  and  45  feet  in  height.  At  one  end  was  placed  an  elevated  desk 
for  the  head  master ;  opposite  to  him  the  seat  of  the  second  master  ;  and 
along  the  walls  there  were  four  seats  for  as  many  masters.  The  head 
master  can  see  all  the  classes  during  the  lessons  from  his  place,  this 
having  been  thought  proper  in  order  to  prevent  any  negligence  or  cruelty 
on  the  part  of  the  masters.  But  they  have  now  begun  to  perceive  how 
unsatisfactory  this  arrangement  is,  particularly  with  respect  to  the  higher 
classes,  unless  these  also  are  to  have  the  same  kind  of  mechanical  in* 
struction  which  the  others  receive.  Thus  I  found  at  Eton  that,  at  least,  the 
head  master's  class,  consisting  of  the  sixth  form,  has  a  room  to  itself;  and 
such,  I  hear,  is  the  case  in  a  few  other  schools.  Dr.  Arnold,  who  was 
acquainted  with  the  educational  establishments  on  the  continent,  deviated 
at  once  from  the  old  English  custom,  and  put  each  class  into  a  separate 
room  ;  this  arrangement  prevails  not  only  at  Rugby  but  also  at  the  Scotch 
grammar  schools. 

It  was  not  this  innovation  of  Dr.  Arnold's  which  met  with  the  greatest 
amount  of  disapprobation,  but  rather  other  alterations  in  the  usual  course 
of  teaching,  in  which  there  existed,  according  to  his  opinion,  too  much 
uniformity  with  regard  to  the  subjects  of  instruction.  He  caused  fewer 
Latin  verses  to  be  written  than  before,  and  replaced  them  by  some  more 
interesting  instruction.  However,  the  success  did  not  correspond  with  bis 
expectation,  and  he  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  power  and  useful- 
ness of  the  old  system,  to  which  he  returned  more  and  more  towards  the 
close  of  his  life 

The  above-mentioned  metrical  exercises,  and  their  correction,  still  take 
up  a  great  part  of  the  scholars'  time.  They  commence,  in  several  schools, 
with  what  they  call  writing  nonsense  ;  for,  first  of  all^  the  beginners  must 
put  together  words  of  any  signification  whatever  into  a  rhythmical  verse, 
as  we  give  versus  turhatos  to  the  boys  to  be  put  into  order  where  we 
have  preserved  the  practice.  After  these  preliminary  exercises  have  been 
gone  through,  they  begin  to  write  verses  which  have  a  meaning  attached 
to  them.  The  skill  they  attain  in  this  respect  is  extraordinary,  as  will  be 
fully  seen  by  looking  into  the  recently  published  collections  of  verses, 
such  as  the  "  Musee  Etonenses,"  **  Sabrinee  Corolla,"  (from  Shrewsbury 
grammar  school,)  and  the  not  less  remarkable '<  Anthologia  Oxoniensis'" 
and  *'  Arundines  Cami,"  all  of  which  abound  with  Latin  and  Greek  trans- 
lations from  modern  poetry,  including  that  of  Germany,  as  well  as  from 
Shakspeare,  Milton,  and  Byron.  They  contain,  besides,  original  poems 
in  both  the  dead  languages,  and  exhibit  prodigious  ease  and  perfection 
in  a  great  variety  of  metrical  forms.  Comic  and  serious  poetry  have  their 
turn ;  the  latter  in  particular  make  the  best  impression,  and  prove  suffi- 
ciently that,  since  the  days  of  George  Buchanan,  the  admirable  skill  exhi- 
bited by  the  translators  of  the  Psalms  has  not  expired  in  England. 
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It  is  said  that  once^  when  an  orator  in  the  House  of  Commons  used  the 
word  vectigal,  and  made  a  false  quantity,  pronouncing  it  as  the  German 
word  Ndchtigall  is  pronounced,  instantly  a  great  number  of  voices  called 
out,  correcting  him — vectigal.  This  would  decidedly  never  have  happened 
either  in  our  first  or  in  our  second  chamber ;  and  we  would  hardly  write 
Latin  verses  at  all,  if  it  were  merely  good  for  acquiring  certainty  in 
prosody.  The  English  however  appeal  to  greater  advantages  than  this, 
which  results  from  the  practice.  They  maintain  that  their  boys  do,  in  fact, 
attain  to  a  high  degree  of  skill  in  writing  Latin  and  Greek  verses,  and  this 
skill,  they  say,  would  have  been  unattainable  unless  they  had  read  the 
classics  diligently  beforehand,  and  had  been  imbued  with  their  spirit  and 
style;  besides  this,  writing  verses  requires  a  lively  fancy  and  proper 
arrangement  of  ideas.  In  addition  to  these  advantages,  the  taste  is  refined, 
the  beauty  and  meaning  of  the  standard  authors  of  antiquity  better  felt, 
and  a  creative  power  gained  which  merely  assuch  is  an  am  pie  reward  for  their 
application.  This  argument  is  quite  correct,  for  writing  Latin  verses  pre- 
supposes in  fact  other  accomplishments  of  a  high  order;  and  when  I  think 
of  our  schools,  where  this  talent  is  not  developed,  I  must  acknowledge 
that,  with  all  our  learning  and  various  achievements,  hardly  any  productive 
self-creating  faculty  is  acquired. 

A  view  of  the  objects  of  English  instruction,  and  of  the  method  applied 
in  the  higher  class  of  schools,  will  throw  a  clear  light  on  the  spiritual  dif- 
ferences between  both  the  nations.  The  loftier  spirit  of  the  Germans,  and 
their  tendency  towards  abstraction,  proffer  a  homage  to  science,  as  such, 
which  is,  generally  speaking,  not  paid  to  it  by  the  English  ;  science  has  for 
us  a  dignity  independent  of  earthly  purposes.  A  popular  instance  will 
best  explain  the  case.  That  the  earth  is  round,  would  appear  to  us  a 
truth  important  for  itself.  Now  an  Englishman  would  welcome  it  as  a 
result  of  human  research,  but  he  would  also  connect  with  it  the  idea  that 
now  he  might  be  able  to  circumnavigate  our  globe  ;  he  puts  the  question 
thus  :  '*  What  is  it  to  me  V*  Purposes  of  utility  are  not  very  distant  from  this 
mode  of  considering  things.  Yet,  I  am  far  from  maintaining  that  the 
higher  kinds  of  schools  in  England  teach  merely  useful  knowledge,  and 
exclude  all  but  profitable  information ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  of  late 
incurred  much  dissatisfaction  on  account  of  not  sufficiently  inculcating 
useful  knowledge. 

The  fact  is,  that  in  England  the  improvement  of  the  active  faculties  is 
considered  as  the  chief  end  of  education ;  an  opinion  which  was  once 
pronounced  also  by  a  German  minister  of  state,  Wilhelm  von  Humboldt, 
when  he  said  the  state  ought  to  promote  every  thing  conducive  to  increase 
the  active  energy  of  the  young.  For  this  reason,  the  English  remove  from 
the  instruction  given  in  their  schools  all  that  might  dissipate  or  overstrain 
the  mental  powers  of  the  young.  Their  method  of  teaching  would  appear 
to  a  master  of  a  German  gymnasium  amazingly  simple  and  not  satisfactory, 
with  regard  to  the  scientific  portions ;  which  indeed  is  often  the  case.  An 
English  boy  who  has  left  school  would  appear  ignorant  when  compared 
to  a  German  scholar  on  some  subjects,  as,  for  instance,  geography  and 
physics  ;  he  would  not  even  bear  a  comparison  with  him,  supposing  that 
the  latter  had  been  taught  by  the  ''  rational  method,"  as  it  is  called 
among  us. 

It  has  become  almost  a  matter  of  course  with  us  to  consider  that  the 
intention  of  a  gymnasium  is  to  create  and  develope  zeal  and  love  of 
science  in  the  minds  of  the  young.     An  English  master  would  not  admit 
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this:  he  would  insist  that  life  does  not  consist  of  knowledge  merely,  but  of 
action  ;  and  that  we  have  each  of  us  to  fill  a  certain  calling,  and  to  per- 
form one  appointed  task.  Such  a  notion  as  this,  which  I  read  some  time 
since  in  a  German  educational  paper,  '*  The  time  has  come  when  schools 
will  fill  out  the  last  gap  in  the  development  of  the  powers  and  faculties 
which  Providence  has  bestowed  upon  us,"  would  be  looked  upon  by  him 
as  a  mere  phantasm,  and  I  think  justly. 

With  the  exception  of  some  exaggerated  ideas,  concerning,  for  instance, 
a  wholly  isolated  class  of  learned  men  which  they  imagine  to  exist  in  Ger- 
many, I  found  the  English  very  correct  in  their  views  of  German  instruc- 
tion, and  its  difference  from  their  own.  *'  You  Germans,''  they  said  to  me, 
''  and  the  Scotch,  who  are  similar  to  you  in  this  respect,  do  not  attain  in 
your  schools  what  you  wish  to  attain,  because  you  take  too  high  an  aim; 
you  have  no  useful  education  You  do  not,  on  the  one  hand,  look  suffi- 
ciently back  on  your  history,  and  over  the  conditions  and  subsistences  of 
your  people  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  you  do  not  look  before  you  on  the 
qualities  which  life  requires  of  the  young.  Not  that  education  should 
think  of  nothing  but  preparing  them  for  the  acquisition  of  material  advan- 
tages ;  man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone,  and  the  soul  has  too  noble  an 
origin  to  aim  at  the  profitable  alone :  but  morals,  and  the  formation  of 
character,  are  not  sufficiently  attended  to  in  your  education.  For  you 
have  not  received  your  fatherland,  and  your  life,  and  your  faith,  in  order 
to  waste  all  your  time  and  your  pains  on  the  cultivation  of  the  intellect 
alone.  Wisdom  consists  in  the  union  of  action  with  knowledge ;  and  lifej 
which  affords  plenty  of  time  and  occasion  for  the  development  of  both, 
will  at  the  same  time  never  prosper  by  their  union." 

Such  being  their  speeches,  it  will  no  longer  be  a  matter  of  wonder  that 
the  English  should  endeavour  to  form  intelligent  and  able  minds,  pos- 
sessed of  correct  notions,  but  do  not  attempt  to  deliver  to  their  youth 
any  peculiar  dogmas ;  particularly  such  as  they  would  have  to  take  for 
granted  merely,  without  their  having  been  first  submitted  to  inquiry.  Tliis 
is  the  mistake  too  often  committed  in  our  schools. 

There  have,  indeed,  been  times  when  the  greatest  men  of  their  age  ap-  . 
plied  themselves  assiduously,  during  the  whole  period  of  their  youth,  to 
the  discovery  of  truth,  whatever  might  be  the  dominion  in  which  Uiey 
sought  it ;  and  they  have  the  justesc  claim  to  our  admiration,  for  they  liv«d 
in  times  when  the  words  of  Scripture,  **  In  the  sweat  of  thy  brow  thou 
shalt  eat  thy  bread,''  applied  to  mental  labour  as  well  as  to  bodily  work. 
But  nowadays  the  case  is  altered ;  the  tables  of  knowledge  are  richly 
spread  before  us,  and  everybody  has  but  to  stretch  out  his  hand  to  take 
hold  of  the  results  of  the  researches  of  past  ages.  Hence  arises  the 
danger,  that  a  young  man,  learning  nothing  but  these  results,  should  no 
longer  trouble  himself  about  the  way  that  led  to  them,  and  should  there- 
fore fail  in  making  them  real  acquisitions  of  his  own.  How  much  is 
there  not  swallowed  down  in  a  few  minutes  by  our  young  students  of 
divinity,  without  the  least  perception  of  all  the  trouble  which  the  discovery 
of  these  truths  cost  Luther  and  Melancthon.  This  very  abuse  is  com- 
mitted in  our  gymnasia;  or  else  why  should  Herder  have  already  found 
it  necessary  to  warn  young  men  against  the  luxury  of  knowledge ;  and 
why  should  the  reproach  be  so  often  repeated,  that  instruction  is  carried 
on  in  them  too  much  in  the  university  style,  so  that  it  pufis  up  young 
people  and  turns  them  into  gabblers  and  premature  critics. 

Whilst   English  schools  adhere  fo  positive  knowledge,  removed  from 
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any  sort  of  critical  controversy,  and  foster  the  sense  of  quick  observa- 
tion by  due  regard  to  reality  ;  in  Germany,  reflection  prevails  to  such  an 
excess,  that  by  dwelling  merely  upon  generalities,  the  research  into  an 
object  is  always  suffered  to  be  impaired  by  disregard  for  the  integrity  of 
the  facts.  Many  a  professor  at  a  university  has  been  made  angry,  by  see- 
ing so  many  students  coming  to  college  with  opinions  and  views  already 
formed  at  their  gymnasia  ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  they  were  so  very 
deficient  in  simple  and  elementary  knowledge,  that  they  did  not  know  half 
the  facts  on  wnich  they  had  already  decided.  For  this  reason,  also, 
Godfried  Hermann  complained,  *'  In  schools  they  read  the  classics  criti- 
cally ;  whilst  toe  shall  soon  be  obliged  to  teach  them  the  elements  of  gram- 
mar." 

This  presumptuous  precocity  of  intellect  is  the  mental  disease  of  oar 
schools.  Germany  has  been  already  called,  by  Luttenburg,  the  country 
where  people  learned  sooner  to  ''  turn  up  their  noses  than  to  blow  them." 
Whether  he  had  as  much  reason  to  make,  such  a  complaint  then  as  exists 
now,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  of  this  I  am  sure,  that  a  previous  developement 
of  the  intellect  does  nothing  but  harm.  If  young  men  do  not  advance 
gradually  and  by  their  own  efforts,  but  roaster  it  at  once  and  without 
any  trouble  to  themselves,  the  results  of  knowledge  alone,  their  in- 
terest in  learning  will  die  away  ;  and  their  zeal,  and  the  degree  of  fervour 
requisite  for  pursuing  studies,  will  be  found  either  wholly  to  disappear,  or 
to  shrink  from  the  slightest  difficulty  which  requires  persevering  industry 
on  their  part  to  overcome  it. 

Dr.  Arnold  says  that  these  efforts  to  gain  knowledge  are  a  thousand  times 
more  important  to  the  scholar  than  the  success  which  attends  them ;  and 
that,  in  teaching,  the  how  is  of  far  more  consequence  than  the  whaL 

Through  disregard  to  these  rules,  and  on  account  of  the  encyclope- 
dical character  of  the  instructions  given  in  our  schools,  the  youth  of 
Germany  has  lost  its  natural  simplicity  and  sound  perspicuity  of  its  no- 
tions. It  is  at  the  same  time  so  much  engaged  by  different  objects, 
that  its  ears  are  stunned  and  its  attention  perplexed.  What  application 
has  gained  in  extent,  it  has  lost  in  depth.  English  schools  escape  these 
disadvantages ;  they  teach  less,  but  their  pupils  know  better  how  they 
must  learn.  They  have  riper  powers  of  observation,  and  they  know  how 
to  discover  the  proper  point  of  view  for  everything ;  whereas  too  many  of 
our  young  men  know  nothing  more,  for  long  afterwards,  than  what  they 
have  been  taught,  and  cannot  free  themselves  from  dependence  on  the 
learning  they  have  received  at  school. 

These  statements  agree  very  well  with  that  tendency  to  negation  and 
criticism  which  is  well  known  to  have  spread  into  our  schools  from  the 
universities.  It  seems  as  if  the  Protestant  establishments  had  forgotten 
that  the  fundamental  notion  in  protestari  is  affirmative,  and  not  negative. 
The  English  know  better  the  wants  of  youth,  for  they  never  teach  it  any- 
thing but  what  is  of  a  simple,  positive,  affirmative  nature.  They  censure 
us  because  we  so  easily  allow  small  objections  to  prevail  over  greater  con- 
firmations. Petty  criticism,  when  indulged  in  by  the  young,  injures  all 
veneration  for  what  is  truly  great  and  estimable,  and  it  accustoms  them  to 
find  fault  with  everything,  however  little  it  may  be  known  to  them.  In. 
Northern  Germany  especially,  this  negative  mode  of  arguing  has  become- 
almost  epidemic. 
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A  LECTURE  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OP  THE  SCHOOLMASTERS*    UNION  IN  THE 
CHEW   DEANERY.        BY    THE    REV.    E.   P.    VAUGHAN/   M.A.,     DISTRICT 

INSPECTOR  OF  SCHOOLS.  (Bath :  Binns  and  Goodwin,  1852.) 
This  Lecture,  delivered  during  the  present  summer,  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Chew  Union,  to  the  Masters  and  Mistresses  assembled  together,  is 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  those  that  heard  it :  it  is  also  worthy  the 
attention  of  all  engaged  in  the  same  work.  It  has  claims  from  its  intrinsic 
suitableness  to  the  occasion  ;  it  has  also  other  peculiar  claims.  The  Lecturer 
is  a  man  who  has  for  years  taken  a  deep  interest  in  National  Education : 
he  is  the  diocesan  inspector  of  schools  for  the  district  in  which  he  resides ; 
to  vrhich  it  is  right  to  add  that  the  master  in  his  own  parish  was  the 
person  selected  for  the  prize,  given  by  the  Union  to  the  master  of  that 
school  in  the  Deanery,  which  is  considered  the  best  managed  and  shows 
the  greatest  general  proficiency.  We  would  willingly  have  given  it  to  our 
readers  in  extenso ;  but  that  being  impossible,  they  must  be  content  with 
■an  account  of  the  subjects  which  they  will  find  discussed  in  these  twenty- 
four  pages. 

The  Lecturer  commences  by  telling  us  that  the  great  question  which 
every  good  teacher,  whose  heart  is  in  his  work,  will  be  constantly  asking 
himself  and  his  neighbours,  is,  "  How  shall  we  improve  our  schools  ? '' 
and  then  proceeds  to  give  us  hints  and  suggestions  towards  effecting  this 
improvement.  We  wish  to  call  attention  to  these  hints,  because  they  are 
'most  of  them  of  such  a  kind  as  are  not  likely  to  be  found  in ''  Blue  books  " 
or  Minutes  of  Council,  and  because,  when  stated,  they  will  not  fail  to  re- 
<;ommend  themselves  to  every  sensible  and  practical  promoter  of  healthy 
and  genuine  education.  In  the  first  place,  we  are  reminded  of  what  most 
of  our  teachers  are  tempted  to  forget,  that  the  object  of  national  schools 
being  to  '*  make  good  labourers,  good  farm  and  household  servants,  and 
not  good  grammarians  and  good  arithmeticians,"  we  should  most  carefiilly 
avoid  saying  or  doing  anything  which  would  tend  to  make  the  children 
discontented  with  their  lot  in  Ufe.  At  first  sight,  one  can  scarcely  believe 
that  such  a  recommendation  should  be  necessary  at  this  date,  and  yet  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  complaint  made  by  well-meanins  people  against 
the  education  of  the  labouring  classes — that  domestic  and  other  servants 
are  as  a  rule  much  altered  forlhe  worse  during  the  last  twenty  years — ^if 
it  have  any  foundation  at  all,  must  be  mainly  owing  to  the  neglect  of  this 
prime  duty  of  a  Christian  teacher.  Mr.  Vaughan  then  urges  on  us  the 
desirableness  of  teaching  children  to  express  their  ideas  in  clear  simple 
language  more  than  we  are  in  the  habit  of  doing.  At  the  same  time,  this 
hint  might  be  usefully  taken  and  used  by  the  managers  of  schools  of  higher 
pretensions  than  those  here  contemplated.  How  often  do  we  meet  with 
boys,  from  schools  of  all  sizes  and  descriptions,  who  are  unable  to  express, 
either  orally  or  on  paper,  in  plain  and  intelligible  language,  things  with 
which  they  cannot  but  be  acquainted.  Ask  such  a  boy  for  a  definition  of 
anything  however  common,  or  for  an  account  of  any  matter  however  well 
known,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  most  meagre  will  be  the  account  you 
will  get.  The  lecture  then  points  out  why  and  how  children  should  be 
taught  to  get  knowledge  from  books  for  themselves.  Unless  we  mistake, 
this  is  the  most  thoroughly  original  suggestion  in  the  treatise,  and  we  will 
therefore  give  our  readers  a  portion  of  what  he  says  on  this  head. 
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''  In  the  next  place,  I  think  you  will  observe  tbat  our  labouring  classes  have 
acquired  very  little  power  of  improving  themselves  by  study.  How  very  few  of 
the  children  who  leave  our  schools  endeavour  to  improve  themselves  afterwards 
by  reading ;  and  even  forward  clever  lads,  evidently  fond  of  acquiring  informal 
tion  while  at  school,  scarcely  open  a  book  for  study,  for  acquiring  useful  infor- 
mation, after  they  leave  school.  Our  labouring  classes  may  read,  much  more 
than  they  used  to  do  a  few  years  since,  for  amusement ;  but  I  doubt  whether 
they  do  so  for  improvement.  I  doubt  whether  they  have  learnt  to  study  for 
themselves,  and  to  draw  ideas  out  of  books  for  themselves.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  teach  our  children  in  our  schools  to  read  books ;  we  teach  them  what  the 
books  they  read  contain :  but  that  we  do  not  teach  them  to  derive  information 
out  of  books  for  themselves.  In  all  our  higher  schools,  children  are  in  the  habit 
of  reading  a  great  deal  by  themselves,  and  being  afterwards  required  to  give  an 
account  of  what  they  have  read.  The  information  they  are  expected  to  acquire 
is  not  all  placed  before  them  by  the  teacher ;  they  do  not  only  read  with  the 
teacher,  they  read  by  themselves,  and  are  expected  to  obtain  the  information 
they  want  for  themselves  from  books,  and  are  afterwards  questioned  upon  it. 
Thus  a  habit  is  formed  of  using  books,  and  of  drawing  information  for  themselves 
irom  books.  They  acquire  a  power  of  studying  for  themselves  and  by  them- 
selves— a  power  which  our  labouring  population  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  at 
present  possess.  The  child  in  our  parochial  schools  is  accustomed  to  nave  what 
ne  learns  placed  before  him  by  the  living  voice  of  his  teacher ;  and  when  he  is 
removed  from  his  teacher,  he  finds  it  irksome  to  seek  for  information  for  himself 
out  of  books.  I  think,  therefore,  that  we  need  more  than  we  do  to  train  children 
to  gather  honey  for  themselves  out  of  books — to  use  books  as  an  educated  man 
uses  them.  •  •  *  Let  me  then  advise  you  to  accustom  the  elder  children  in 
your  school  to  read  by  themselves,  say  the  English  History,  or  the  English 
Grammar,  or  any  other  class-books  used  in  your  school,  and  then  to  come  up  in 
a  class,  and  be  examined  in  what  they  have  read.  I  am  perfectly  aware,  that  if 
you  try  to  follow  out  this  suggestion,  and  make  your  first  class  sit  down  and 
read  some  book  by  themselves  for  half  an  hour,  preparing  to  be  examined  in 
what  they  read,  the  result  at  first  will  be,  that,  after  two  or  three  minutes,  half 
the  class — perhaps  the  whole — will  be  staring  about,  scuffling  with  their  feet^ 
fidgettiufif  in  their  seats,  and  whispering  to  one  another ;  and  that  you  will  have 
more  difficulty  in  keeping  this  class  in  proper  order  than  the  whole  school.  The 
master  will  say  at  once  that  I  have  given  very  bad  advice — that  the  children  can- 
not read  by  themselves.  I  own  the  children  cannot,  but  I  repeat  this  only 
makes  it  the  more  necessary  to  teach  them ;  and  if  you  persevere  in  the  plan  1 
advise,  I  believe  you  will  teach  them.'' 

The  next  subject  to  which  our  attention  is  called,  is  the  desirableness 
of  making  children  learn  passages  by  heart,  especially  at  their  homes 
during  the  long  winter  evenings,  and  the  great  probability  is  that  you  will 
thereby  interest  and  profit  the  parents  also.  And  then  he  cautions  his 
hearers  against  a  fault,  which  he  says  is  very  common — namely,  the 
habit  of  **  finding  fault  with  the  father  or  mother  before  the  child." 
Scarcely  anything  could,  in  our  opinion,  establish  the  entire  unfitness  of 
anv  teacher  more  emphatically  than  the  giving  way  to  a  temptation  of 
this  kind,  under  any  conceivable  circumstances.  Such  a  piece  of  folly 
is  only  equalled  by  a  practice,  which  we  ourselves  believe  to  be  far  from 
uncommon — a  practice  which  some  parents  indulge  of  abusing  or  criticising 
the  teacher  in  the  presence  of  his  pupils.  Strange  that  it  should  still 
have  to  be  urged,  on  both  parents  and  teachers,  that  they  must  work  to- 
gether— that  each  must  maintain,  at  all  hazards,  the  child's  respect  for  the 
other  :  for  otherwise  the  child  suffers,  and  that  most  materially*  How  can 
a  master  teach  a  child  the  fifth  commandment,  and  then  do  anything 
which  would  lessen  the  respect  due  to  a  parent  ?  The  teaching  of  such  a 
man  is  worse  than  a  mockery !     And  how  can  a  parent  send  his  child  to  a 
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school,  where  the  master  is  so  worthless  a  person^  that  the  father  can- 
not speak  of  him  with  forbearance  and  respect  in  the  presence  of  those  en- 
trusted to  his  care  7  After  this,  we  are  advised  to  avoid  praising  the 
clever  and  abusing  the  dull  child.  As  this  is  another  of  the  cases  in  which 
this  lecture  is,  in  our  opinion,  peculiarly  happy  and  thoughtful,  and  by 
which  the  peculiar  turn  of  the  writer's  mmd  is  best  exhibited,  we  will  give 
a  short  extract  on  this  topic. 

"  Remember  too,  that,  in  speakinpr  of  children  in  their  presence,  it  is  most  un- 
wise to  praise  the  clever  and  find  fault  with  the  dull,  saying  that  that  child  can 
never  be  made  a  scholar.  In  my  intercourse  with  the  poor,  I  continually  have 
to  impress  upon  them,  that  the  duller  the  abilities  of  their  children,  the  gpreater 
the  consequence  of  their  attending  regularly  at  school.  The  quick  clever  child 
may  acquire  a  good  deal,  though  irregularly  taught,  but  the  slow  dull  child  will 
never  learn  anything  except  taught  regularly ;  and  I  continually  regret  the  man- 
ner in  which  teachers  speak  to  me  of  children  in  their  presence,  encouraging  the 
conceit  of  the  clever,  and  discouraging  all  the  efforts  of  the  dull,  if  not  wounding 
their  little  feelings  to  the  quick.  The  man  who  does  not  know  that  a  little  child 
has  his  feelings  will  never  make  a"good  teacher.  The  unkind  remark  made  by 
some  unfeeling  master  has  wounded  a  little  child's  spirit  with  a  wound  which  it 
carries  with  it  all  life  through ;  and  how  many  a  child  do  we  see  sitting  down 
contentedly  in  ignorance,  not  able  perhaps  even  to  read,  because  its  teacher 
said  that  he  was  a  dunce,  and  never  could  learn.'' 

These  are  caustic  words  :  we  wish  they  would  bum  their  way  into  the 
liearts  of  all  teachers,  from  the  Land's  End  to  John  o'  Groats.     The  mis- 
chief that  is  done  where  this  principle  is  neglected  is  more  than  we  can 
calculate. 

At  the  end  of  the  treatise,  the  science  of  common  things — the  secret  of 
the  success  of  the  King's  Sombome  school — the  attention  to  be  paid  to  the 
behaviour  of  children — the  style  of  salutation  to  be  taught  them — ^the  ne- 
cessity of  the  master's  attending  exclusively  to  his  work  during  school 
hours — and,  above  all,  the  unceasing  care  required  in  imparting  Scriptural 
knowledge — are  noticed,  briefly  indeed,  but  with  a  judgment  and  earnest- 
ness which  we  cannot  but  admire  and  heartily  recommend  to  all  whom  it 
may  concern. 


"  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATIOK,"   RECOMMENDED   IN  A  SERMON.      BY  C.  BENSON^ 
A.M.,    CANON     OF   WORCESTER,    AND     LATE     MASTER     OF     THE     TEMPLE. 

(London :  Skeffington.) 

That  well-known  preacher,  the  late  Master  of  theTempIe,Mr.Benson,bears 
his  eloquent  testimony  in  this  sermon  to  the  important  truth,  that  in  a 
Christian  country  Christian  instruction  should  form  the  basis  and  primary 
object  of  a  people's  education.  This  he  does  by  first  examining  that 
scheme  which  would  provide  nothing  more  than  a  course  of  secular  and 
scientific  instruction  for  the  children  of  a  Christian  people.  Under  this 
head  he  shows  that  experience  does  not  sanction  the  dependence  which 
some  would  place  upon  a  learned  or  a  scientific  education,  as  an  almost 
nnfailing  teacher  of  his  moral  and  social  duties  unto  man,  even  among 
the  higher  classes.  But  if  not  among  the  higher,  he  asks,  upon  what 
ground  can  we  pretend  that  it  will  do  so  among  the  lower?  And  with 
reference  to  the  literature  of  the  age,  he  states,  that  it  has  been  calcu- 
lated that  the  number  of  immoral  and  infidel  publications  exceeds  that 
of  those  which  are  issued  by  all  the  religious  societies  of  the  realm.  He 
then  proves  that  the  testimony  of  experience  is  confirmed  by  the  conclu- 
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sions  of  sound  reasoning;  that  learning  and  science  can  but  enlighten 
the  mind ;  and  tliat  they  can  neither  sanctify  the  heart,  out  of  which  are 
the  issues  of  life  and  death,  nor  change  our  carnal  members  from  being 
the  servants  of  uncleanness  unto  iniquity,  into  the  instruments  of  obe- 
dience unto  righteousness.  He  then  supposes,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  a  mere  secular  education  will  generally  be  followed  by  those  moral 
benefits  which  are  ascribed  to  it  by  its  advocates,  and  he  asks,  what,  after 
sill,  is  the  extent  of  those  benefits?  Intemperance,  idleness,  and  extra- 
vagance— these  are  the  vices  from  which  man  would,  as  it  is  said,  be  dis- 
couraged or  reformed  by  a  secular  education.  Sobriety,  industry,  and 
economy — these  are  the  corresponding  virtues  which  it  is  supposed  to 
cherish  and  bring  into  full  exercise.  Prudential  morality,  therefore,  is 
put  forth  as  the  great  end  of  education.  And  thus  the  welfare  of  our- 
selves and  our  kindred  in  this  life  is  all  that  the  considerations  suggested 
by  a  mere  secular  education  are  supposed  to  present  to  our  view  as  the 
groundwork  of  morality.  Hence  the  tendency  of  those  prudential  les- 
sons which  a  secular  education  inculcates  is,  in  fact,  to  spread  abroad 
the  spirit  of  covetousness  and  the  spirit  of  ambition — two  evil  spirits,  to 
^vhich  our  earth's  misery  and  wickedness  are  principally  owing,  and  to 
whose  influence  we  are  already,  by  our  natural  corruption,  far  too  power- 
fully inclined. 

Having  shownhow  limited  are  the  virtues  which  an  exclusively  secular 
education  recommends,  and  how  weak  and  unworthy  the  motives  upon 
which  they  are  built,  be  notices  in  the  next  place  that  scheme  of  educa- 
tion which  proposes  to  add  the  generally  received  principles  of  religion 
as  necessary  to  support,  and  a  sure  guide  to  the  right  use  o^  secular  in- 
struction ;  and  briefly  points  out  the  inadequacy  of  these  principles  of 
natural  religion,  when  unaided  by  the  doctrines  of  Revelation.  He  then 
enumerates  the  leading  principles,  promises,  and  hopes  of  the  Gospel,  and 
observes  that  in  them  is  contained  the  very  substance  of  that  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord  in  which  St.  Paul  directs  that  the  children 
of  Christians  should  be  brought  up,  and  that  it  was  truly  in  the  wisdom 
given  to  him  of  the  Spirit,  that  the  Apostle  spoke  of  childhood  as  the 
season  for  the  work.  "For,''  he  justly  remarks,  *'as  to  the  religion  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  men  are  not,  in  consequence  of  their  fallen  nature,  at 
all  likely,  when  left  to  the  devices  of  their  own  hearts,  either  to  study 
it  with  such  careful  impartiality,  or  so  early  in  life,  as  is  necessary  to 
make  it  believed  with  that  faith  which  worketh  by  love  unlo  obedience. 
In  their  earliest  youth  they  could  not  do  this  ;  nor,  unless  taught  to  do 
so,  would  they  do  it  at  any  time,  before  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  and  of  the 
eye,  and  the  pride  of  hfe,  had  pre-occupied  their  minds,  and  led  them 
into  many  acts  of  sin.  And  then  their  sins,  by  teaching  them  through 
their  conscience  that  God's  wrath  was  to  be  feared,  would  make  them 
averse  to  look  upon  Him  ;  and  the  hold  thac  the  flesh  and  the  world's 
vanities  had  obtained  over  their  heart  would,  together  with  the  habit  of 
self-indulgence,  make  them  most  unwilling  to  take  upon  them  the  yoke  ot 
so  pure,  so  spiritual,  so  self-denying  a  course  of  life,  as  that  which  the 
Gospel  prescribes.  Because  their  deeds  were  evil,  they  could  not  natu- 
rally come  to  the  light  that  would  reprove  them.  Before  all  things,  there- 
fore, in  point  of  time  as  well  as  of  importance,  it  is  necessary  that,  from  their 
very  infancy,  the  young  should  be  taught  the  nature,  truth,  excellence, 
and  duties,  as  well  as  privileges,  of  the  Gospel."  And  he  adds,  **  the 
lesson  must  be  repeated,  urged,  brought  home  to  the  conscience,  made 
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dear  to  the  affections,  stablished,  strengthened,  settled  in  the  heart.  .  .  . 
For,  as  one  of  our  own  ho]iest  writers  hath  said,  '  The  grace  of  God  ia 
the  heart  of  man  is  a  tender  plant  in  a  strange  and  unkindly  soil ;'  and  to 
be  fruitful  in  good  works,  it  must  not  only  be  planted  but  protected, 
watered  and  nourished  with  love  and  care,  until  it  has  gathered  strength 
to  stand  upright  against  the  storms,  and  bend  without  breaking  under 
the  sorrows  of  the  world." 


ZCLOOJE   IJERODOTEiE.      EDITED   BY   T.    K.    ARNOLD,    M.A.     FART   I.     FROM 

THE  TEXT  OF  scHWEiQii^usER.     (Londou  :  Rivingtous,) 

This  book  consists  of  extracts  from  the  first  two  books  of  Herodotus,  from 
the  text  of  Schweigheeuser :  the  notes,  together  with  a  translation  of 
Mliller's  interesting  life  of  the  historian,  are  from  the  edition  of  Professor 
Woolsey,  of  Harvard  University.  The  portions  are  well  chosen,  being 
generally  of  a  character  to  interest  the  young  scholar,  and  the  notes  are 
fiiir,  not  but  what  they  are  sometimes  annexed  where  they  are  not  re- 
quired, as  in  the  case  of  meanings  of  single  words  when  used  in  their 
ordinary  signification;  a  case  in  which  a  dictionary  is  evidently  suffi- 
cient without  notes.  Perhaps,  also,  it  would  have  been  better  to  re- 
move entirely  remarks  of  Professor  Woolsey,  if  incorrect,  than  to  leave 
them  standing  and  correct  them  by  observations  annexed  in  brackets; 
this  latter  plan  may  easily  cause  doubt  and  confusion  in  the  mind  of 
the  beginner.  However,  on  the  whole,  the  volume  as  a  reading  book  is 
satisfactory. 


A  GUIDE  TO  ENGLISH  COMPOSITION.  BY  THE  REV.  DR.  BREWER,  TRI- 
NITY HALL,  CAMBRIDGE)  AUTHOR  OF  "  A  GUIDE  TO  THE  SCIENTIFIC 
KNOWLEDGE   OF  THINGS   FAMILIAR,"    "a   GUIDE  TO  ROMAN  HISTORY," 

"a  GUIDE  TO  ENGLISH  HISTORY,"  ETC.,  ETC.    (Loudou :    Longmaus.) 

As  the  title  page  further  informs  us,  this  work  consists  of  ^^  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty  Subjects  analysed,  and  illustrated  from  Analogy,  History,  and 
the  Writings  of  celebrated  Ancient  and  Modern  Authors,  to  teach  the  Art 
of  Argumentation  and  tlie  Development  of  Thought.*'  It  furnishes  '*  In- 
troductions," **  Reasons,"  "Similes,"  "  Historical  Illustrations,"  **  Quo- 
tations"  (in  several  languages),  and  "  Conclusions,"  omitting  one  or  more 
of  these  divisions*'  according  to  a  regular  gradation  of  difficulties  ;"andfrom 
these  materials  the  pupil  is  required  to  patch  up  an  essay. 

We  can  only  compare  these  exercises  in  composition  to  those  m  poetry y 
at  one  time  regularly  given  out  by  some  French  periodicals,  which  fur- 
nished the  rhymed  terminations  of  a  piece  of  verse,  and  required  the  lines 
to  be  filled  in.  We  could  scarcely  imagine  anything  that  would  be  more 
wearisome  and  repulsive  to  a  boy  than  to  be  compelled  to  fill  up  Dr. 
Brewer's  cut  and  dry  themes.  Independent  activity  is  what  affords 
most  pleasure  and  profit  to  the  mind,  especially  in  children. 

Besides,  "  the  art  of  argumentation  and  the  development  of  thought" 
are  matters  which  it  is  not  possible  to  *'  teach"  in  any  systematic  manner; 
they  depend  upon  individual  endowment  and  the  general  training  of  the 
mind.  If  twenty  or  more  writers  were  each  to  write  an  essay  upon  the 
same  subject,  the  essays  would  all  differ  from  one  another  both  in  matter 
and  in  mode  of  treatment,  and  yet  all  might  be  equally  good.  And  so 
it  must  be  with  the  essays  of  young  students.     Whatever  subject  is  given 
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out  to  them,  they  should  be  allowed  to  treat  it  each  in  his  own  way. 
The  proper  place  for  instruction  in  composition  is  then  in  reading  over 
and  remarking  on  the  essay  after  it  is  written.  In  this  manner,  nol  only 
is  scope  given  for  the  exercise  of  individual  talent  on  the  part  of  the 
pupil,  but  that  talent  receives  individual  training  from  the  master.  These 
are  the  two  essential  conditions  of  all  real  education.  And  if  such 
training  is  necessary  in  any  one  part  of  a  child's  education  more  than 
another,  it  is  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  expression  of  his  own  thoughts. 

Dr.  Brewer  looks  upon  composition  very  much  as  a  matter  of  mecha- 
nical construction,  to  be  done  by  rule  and  compass.  He  lays  down  a 
rigid  and  unalterable  form  for  essays  with  as  much  certainty  as  an  en- 
gineer would  make  a  model  for  cranks  or  piston-rods. 

We  fear  that  the  present  "  Guide"  is  not  likely  to  prove  more  service- 
able to  the  public  than  some  of  the  others  which  the  reverend  doctor  has 
put  forth. 

--  —- — 

^'  ECLOGJE   AIIISTOPHANICA."     PART   II.     CONTAINING    THE    BIRDS.       WITH 

ENGLISH  NOTES.  EDITED  BY  T.  K.  ARNOLD.  (London  \  Bivingtons.) 
Part  I.  of  this  series  appeared  some  time  ago,  containing  the  main  part 
of  the  "  Clouds," — that  part,  in  spite  of  considerable  defects,  was  on 
the  whole  meritorious,  the  present  part  we  consider  decidedly  inferior. 
The  notes  are'  certainly  so  far  good  that  they  are  ge n eral I y»ac curate — a 
point  most  important;  but  the  English  renderings  are  most  slovenly. 
Carelessness  there  will  soon  induce  carelessness  elsewhere,  and  surely 
boys  are  already  enough  disposed  to  inelegance  of  language  in  their  trans- 
lations—- so  injurious  are  examples.  But  we  have  another  far  more  serious 
complaint  to  bring  forward  against  the  nature  of  the  English  renderings 
adopted.  Surely  it  is  possible  to  construe  well  without  indulging  in 
profanity ;  the  use  of  slang  cannot  be  absolutely  necessary  to  a  spirited 
translation— I.  296,  *'  What  a  devil  of  a  flock  of  birds !'',  1.  848,  *♦  Devil 
take  you  !'*  1.911,  "What  the  devil  brought  you  up  here?"  I  1436, 
**  What  the  deuce  will  you  do  ?*'  Are  these  the  phrases  to  be  continually 
instilling  into  the  ears  of  the  young?  If  such  phrases  are  indispensable 
in  notes,  let  the  book  be  banished  from  schools;  for  they  give  an  air  of  in- 
describable vulgarity  to  annotations.  We  regret  that  Mr.  Arnold  has  not 
exercised  a  salutary  discretion  in  ejecting  such  portion  of  the  notes  as 
offends  against  good  taste  and  propriety.  It  is  very  tiresome  also  to 
read  a  note,  and  then  find  from  a  few  words  at  the  end,  inserted  in  brackets, 
that  it  is  all  wrong,  or  requires  modification.  We  should  have  thought 
an  entire  revision  of  the  notes  would  have  been  preferable  to  this  system 
of  Mosaic  work ;  but  perhaps  the  editor  had  not  liberty  to  do  this :  it 
might  have  cost  him  more  trouble  and  time,  but  the  book  would  have 
been  much  improved  by  it.  Moreover  the  explanation  given,  instead  of 
four  or  five  lines  struck  out  from  the  text  at  1.  65,  might  as  well  have 
l}een  omitted.  Eulpides  replies  that  he  is  the  **  Funker"(!)  Peisthetserus 
pretends  to  be  a  bird,  whose  name  the  authors  of  the  "  Antijacobin*'  would 
perhaps  find  in  "  Schuttenbriich  de  Moribus  Germanorum,"  Are  boys 
supposed  to  be  likely  to  understand  this?  As  for  ourselves,  we  can  keep 
a  secret,  and  shall  therefore  not  divulge  the  mystery  contained  in  this 
paragraph.  In  short,  we  consider  the  book  to  have  been  edited  without 
due  revision  and  care ;  otherwise,  we  hope,  the  objectionable  phraseology 
so  often  recurring  would  have  been  removed. 
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Corrti^pontfnut. 


ROMAN  CHRONOLOGY. 


Sir, — Herewith  I  send  you  the  sketch  of  Roman  chronology  which 
was  promised  you  some  time  ago.  1  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  it  h 
quite  as  symmetrical  as  the  Grecian.  However  it  is  as  much  so  as  I 
could  succeed  in  making  it.  If  any  of  your  other  readers  can  succeed 
better^  we  will  address  him  in  the  words  of  old  Horace,  when  he  says, 


Si  quid  novisti  rectius  istis. 


— ~—  k:7i  tjuiu  uu vie  1(1  iccbiua  istioy 
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Candidns  imperti ;  sin  non,  his  utere  mecum. 

SKETCH   OF    ROMAN   CHRONOLOGY. 

B.C.  555.  Servius  Tullius  king.    (N.B.  Rome  built,  753.) 
The  Six  Classes  and  Comitia  Centuriata. 
509.  Consuls. 

498.  Titus  Lartius,  first  dictator. 
490.  Coriolanus. 
444.  Decemviri;  Laws  from  Greece ;  military  tribunes. 
390.  Battle  of  AUia ;  Brennus  ;  Camillus. 
«      367.  Licinius  Stole,  first  plebeian  consul. 
333.  Caudine  Forks. 

280.  Pyrrhus  in  Italy ;  first  collision  of  Rome  and  Greece. 
264.  First  Punic  War  -,  Regulus. 
222.  Third  Spolia  Opima;  opening  of  Second  Punic  War;  Scipio;  Hannibal* 
202.  Zama;  end  of  War. 
149.  Third  Punic  War.;  Carthage  destroyed. 
111.  Jugurthine  War;  Metellus;  Marius;  Teutonesand  Cimbri. 
63.  Cicero  consul ;  Catiline. 
44.  Caesar  stabbed. 
31.  Actium;  Augustus  sole  ruler. 
4.  The  Saviour  was  born. 

It  requires  again  to  be  repeated,  that  this  does  not  pretend  to  be  more 
than  a  good  start ;  and  that  to  be  thoroughly  at  home  in  these  few  dates 
will  be  an  improvement  upon  the  state  of  total  ignorance.  The  most 
remarkable  events  have  been  introduced,  and  many  others  only  second  to 
these  in  importance  might  easily  be  made  to  hang  on  them.  For  instance, 
with  Augustus'  name  might  be  connected  his  great  man  Meceenas,  and 
all  the  Roman  authors  that  form  what  has  been  called  the  Augustan  age 
of  literature — namely,  Virgil,  Horace,  Ovid,  Livy,  Tibullus,  Propertius  ;, 
or  again,  with  the  third  Spolia  Opima  connect  the  two  first  cases ;  with 
Servius  Tullius,  the  other  six  kings  in  their  order.  By-the-by,  the  two 
following  hexameter  verses  may  interest  teachers  and  learners,  and  may 
help  them  to  remember  the  order  in  which  these  ancient  worthies  ap- 
peared. 

Romulus,  et  Numa  Pompilius,  turn  Tullus,  et  Ancus ; 
Servius  at  Priscum  sequitur ;  dein  ille  Superbus. 

I  remain.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
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ANSWERS  TO  THE  MATHEMATICAL  QUESTIONS. 

QuES.  141. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Levy^  Shelhourne, 

A  B  is  a  quadrant  of  a  given  circle,  radius  B;  A  D  P,  B  F  P,  any  two 
circles,  radii  r  and  r^,  touching  each  other  in  P  and  the  given  circle  in  the 
extremities  A  and  B  of  the  quadrant ;  and  r^,  the  radius  of  a  circle  D  F  H, 
touching  all  the  three  circles;  then  it  is  required  to  show  that  Rr,=rrx. 

Answered  hy  A,  M.,  Mr.  Salter,  Mr,  Krinks,  Mr,  Wilkinson^ 

and  the  Proposer. 

Let  O,  O^,  O^f  be  the  centres  of  the  three  inscribed  circles;  thence  O,  O^,  O^,  will 
be  a  right-angled  triangle;  and  O  O,  «  r  +  r^ ,  O  O^  =  r  +r,  Oi  Og  —  r  +  r^  ; 

'      .-.  (r  +  r^Y  +  (r,  +  r,)'  -^  {r  -^  r, )«, 

.*.  rvi^  r^{r  -^  r^  +  r») 

«  rj,  R. 

QuEs.  142. — Proposed  by  Mr,  WilkiTisony  Burnley, 

Draw  a  tangent  to  a  quadrantal  arc  that  shall  have  the  parts  between 
the  point  of  contact  and  the  produced  radii  in  a  given  ratio. 

Answered  by  the  Proposer, 

Construction.—- Let  A  be  the  west  and  B  the  north  points  of  the  quadrant,  C  the 
centre.  Di?ide  C  A  in  the  given  ratio  at  H,  and  produce  A C  to D»  making  C  D ~C  A. 
On  H  D  describe  a  semicircle  cutting;  C  B  in  N,  and  N  T  being  drawn  parallel  to  C  A, 
meeting  the  arc  A  B  in  T  determines  the  point  of  contact. 

Dbmonstration. — Join  C  T ;  then  we  have 

CN»:CT3 ::  CH  :CD  «CA  ::CN«:CN.CQ::CN:CQ. 

Whence  dividends,  C  H  :  H  A  : :  C N  :  N  Q  : :  PT  :  T  Q,  by  paraUels. 
Bat  C  H  :  H  A  in  the  given  ratio  by  construction,  and  .*.  P  T  :  T  Q  in  the  given  ratio, 
as  lequired. 

QuES.  143. — Proposed  by  Mr.  0*Clazey,  Shincliffe. 
U  w  =  sin.  V,  cos^  X,  find  the  value  of  x  when  w  is  a  maximura. 

Answered  by  Mr.  Levy,  Mr,  Cowley,  and  the  Proposer. 

By  differentiation,  &c.,  we  have 

3  sin^  j;  cos^  a  —  sin^  a?  «  0, 

.'.  3  cos' J?  =  sin'  Xf 

.\  cos  J?  =  ^,  .'.  *  «  60®. 

Mr.  Collins  gives  the  following  ingenious  solution  of  this  question. 

sin^  jf  cos  ^  «  a  maximum, 
.*.  3  sin®  s  cos^  ^  »  a  maximum, 
.'.  sin'  X  X  sin'  a  x  sin'  ^  x  3  cos'«  =  a  maximum ; 
bat  since  sin'  jr  +  cos'  x  ^  I,  the  sum  of  these  four  factors  will  be  equal  to  3,  a  constant 
quantity ;  and  th  erefore  their  product  will  be  a  maximum  when  they  are  equal  to  one 
another ; 

.'.  3  cos*  X  ■«  sin'  x, 
.'.  cos  X  =  it  and  x  =»  60°. 

QtJEs.  144. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Tate,  Twickenham, 

If  two  given  circles  be  described  so  as  to  cut  each  other;  it  is  required 
to  prove,  that  the  locus  of  the  centres  of  all  the  circles  touching  the  given 
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circles,  the  one  internally  and  the  other  externally,  is  an  eUipse  wliosc 
major  diameter  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  radii  of  the  given  circles,  and 
whose  foci  are  in  the  centres  of  these  circles. 

Answered  by  the  Proposer,  and  similarly  by  Mr.  Wilkinson 

and  Mr,  Levy, 

liCt  A  and  B  be  the  centres  of  the  two  given  circles,  and  C  the  centre  of  any  circle 
touching  the  circle  A  internally  at  D,  and  the  other  circle  B  externally  at  E ;  then 

AC  +  BC«(AD  — CD)  +  (BE  +  CE) 

s=  A  D  +  B  E  B  the  sum  of  the  radii ; 

that  is  to  say,  the  sum  of  the  lines  drawn  from  A  and  B  to  the  locus  of  C  is  a  constant 
quantity ;  therefore  the  locus  of  C  is  an  ellipse  whose  foci  are  A  and  B,  and  whose  ma- 
jor diameter  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  radii  of  the  given  circles. 

In  like  manner  it  may  be  proved,  that  the  locus  of  the  circles  touching  the  two  given 
•circles  both  internally,  or  both  externally,  is  a  hyperbola. 

LIST   OF    MATHEMATICAL   ANSWERS. 

A.M.,  ans.  141,  142,  143,  144;  J.  Wilkinson,  Burnley,  ans.  141,  142,  144;  M. 
Collins,  Liverpool,  ans.  141,  142,  143,  144;  W.  H.  Levy,  Shelbourne,  ans.  141,  142, 
143,  144;  W.  H.  Krinks,  Lynn,  ans.  141;  A.  G.  P.,  Herts,  ans.  142,  144  ;  J.  Salter, 
Durham,  ans.  141;  C.  Abbott,  Twickenham,  ans.  141;  C.  O'Clazey,*  Shincliffe,  ans. 
143;  J.  Cowley,  ans.  143,  144;  T.  Tate,  Twickenham,  ans.  144;  J.  P.,  Newcastle, 
uns.  141,  144  ;  Nemo,  ans.  142,  144. 


NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE   ANSWERED   IN    OUR    NuMBER   FOR    NOVEMBER,    1852. 

QuES.  145. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Abbott^  Twickenham, 

Show  that  if  any  square  number  be  divided  by  6,  the  remainders  will 
be  0,  1,  3,  or  4. 

QuES.  146. — Proposed  by  Nemo, 
Given  (  '^  "*"/    ""  ..^^  ^  1  to  find  x  and  y. 

QuES.  147. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Wilkinson^  Burnley, 

Draw  a  tangent  to  a  given  circle,  that  shall  be  divided  in  a  given  ratio 
by  the  point  of  contact,  any  diameter  produced,  and  a  line  perpendicular 
to  that  diameter  given  in  position. 

QuES.  148. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Collins,  A,B,y  Liverpool, 

A  B  and  A  C  are  two  fixed  straight  lines  in  which  take  two  variable 
points  B'  and  C,  so  that  mxBB'±nxCC'  =  a  constant  line,  m  and  n 
being  given  numbers  (when  the  sign  of  n  is  negative,  and  the  constant  = 
0,  then  B  B'  :  C  C  is  constant,  being  =:  n  :  m).  Then  it  is  required  to 
prove,  that  the  circle  passing  tlirough  A  B'C  will  pass  through  another 
fixed  point,  and  A'  which  may  or  may  not  coincide  with  A. 
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CLASS  LIST  OF  MASTERS  AND  MISTRESSES 

Of  Schools  connected  with  the  Church  of  England^  to  whom  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education  have  granted  Certificates  of  Merit,  after  Ex- 
amination before  Her  Majesty* s  Inspectors y  at  Easter ,  1852. 

I.  MASTERS  OF  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  SCHOOLS. 

FIBST   CLASS. 

THIRD    DIYTSION. 

SECOND  DiYisiox.  Finder,  Thomas  Richard,  Exeter  Episcopal 

Elliot,   Peter,    Lamesley   Church  School,         Charity  School. 

Gateshea^l.  Rowbottom,  Frederick,  Battersea  Training^ 

School. 

SECOND   CLASS. 

FIRST  DIVISION.  Eaton,  William,  Stourport  N.S. 

Crouch,  John,  Goodnestone  P.S.,  Wing-  Gibson,  William,  WhittonstallN.S.,  Gates- 
ham,  head. 

Robertson,  John,01dbury, Messrs.  Chance's  Gray,  Robert,  Newbottle  St.  Matthew*8N.S. 

School.  Jones,  John,  Stanwix  N.S.,  Carlisle. 

Talbot,    Frederick,    Smethwick,    Messrs.  Lowris,  John,  Burbage  N.S.,  Hinckley. 

Chance's  School.  Preston,  John  Tyrer,  Lancaster  Blue  Coat. 

\  SECOND  DIVISION.  Robson,  John  Lawty,  Meltham  Mills,  St. 

Gaw^n,  James  Wilson,  Trowbridge  P.S.  James'  N.S. 

Morris,George,Gosport  Preparatory  School.  Rotherham,  Edwin,  Carlisle  Central  N.S. 

THIRD  DIVISION.  Silvcrsides,  Charles,  Roos  N.S.  near  Hull. 

Cowcher,  John  Aston,  Fareham  N.S.  Tlmme,William,Bath,  Weymouth  House  S. 

Cuckow,  George  John,  Bristol  St.  Andrew's  Wash,  Henry,  Hampstead,  Downshire  Hill, 
N.S.  St.  John's  N.S. 

THIBD   CLASS. 
FIRST    DIVISION.  SECCJ^  DIVISION. 

Booth,  Thomas,  Birch,  St.  James',  Man-  Allen,  Joseph,  fiurdsfield  N.S.,  Maccles- 

chester  N.S.  field. 

Brewer,    Samuel    Benoni^    Aldermaston,  Ambler,  Henry,  Newington  N.S.,  near  Sit- 

Newbury  Ch.  S.  tingboume. 

Clock,  Stephen,  Ipswich,  Trinity  N.S.  Bosby,  John  Wheeler,  Northampton  Ccn- 

Cowen^  James,  Riddings,  Alfreton  N.S.  tral. 

Cripps,  William  Richard,  Kensington,  St.  Child,  William, Leeds,  Woodhouse  Nether 

Barnabas  N.S.  Green. 

Heywood,  John,  Lockwood  N.S.,  Hudders-  Corke,  Richard,  Streatham  N.S. 

field.  Day,  Joseph  Ebenezer,Portman  Chapel  N.S. 

Holiday,    Adam,   Richmond    Corporation  Eyre,  George,  Red  Brook  Church  School, 

School,  York.  Whitchurch,  Salop. 

Howe,  Charles,  Lancaster,  St.  Thomas  N.S.  Gamble,  Robert,  Brampton  Church  of  Eng- 

Jones,  Michael  Spencer,  Machynlleth  N.S.  land  School,  Hants. 

Long,  Charles,  Hatton  Garden,  St.  An-  Goodwin,  James  Hollingworth,Belper N.S. 

dre w's  N.  S.  Greenfield,  James  Zephaniah ,  Westminster, 

Miles,  William,  Wednesbury,  St.  John's.  St.  Martin's,  Northern  S. 

Minns,  James,  Chelsea,  Christ  Church.  Harris,  Joseph,  Cannington  N.S.,  Bridge- 

Mnsgrave,  Richard  Medway,  Whitehaven,  water. 

Trinity.  Hart,  William  Welling,  Golden  Hill  N.S.^ 

Simpson,      James,      Kidderminster,     St.  Tunstall. 

George's.  Ilavill,  John  William,  North  Petherton, 

Timbrell,  Horatio,  St.  Dunstan's  in  the  near  Bridgewater. 

West  N.S.  Heaton,  Squire,  Attercliffe  N.S. 

Tipper,  Henry,  Ilfracombe  N.S.  Hyde,  Thomas  Joseph,  Bridgewater,  Dr. 

Toon,  Charles,  Rockingham  N.S.  Morgan's  Endowed. 

Wilkins,  William,   West  Bromwich,    St.  Johnson,  Charles,  Upper  Holloway,    St. 

James'.  John's. 

WilUams,  Alfred,  Sunningdale  N.S.,  Sun-  King,  Grant,  Armitage  Bridge  N.S.,  Hud- 

ninghill.  dersfield. 
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THIRD   CLA3S''^0ntintl€d, 

SECOND  DXTI8I0M — conUnued.  Fowkes,  Thomas,  Manchester,  Harpwhej 
Lowe,  Joseph,  Islington,  St.  Paul's  (Bairs        Chnrch  School. 

Fond).  Freeman,  Charles,  Cyfarthfa  N.8. ,  Meithyr. 
Lucas,  Frederick,  Osmaston,  Ashbonme.       Haynes,  Thomas,  Leatherhead. 
Manley,  William,  Carlisle,  Trinity.  Heaviside,   Percy,  Irlam's  o'  the  He^it 

Peacock,  John,  Hayant  and  Bedhampton.  (Heywood's  School). 

Reed,  John  Brace,  Stella,  Newcastle-on-  Heppinstall,  Henry,    Manningham   N.S., 

Tyne.  Bradford. 

Salmon,  John,  Lowestoft,  Annott's  School.  Hind,    Samuel  Richard,  West    Hadmcj^ 
Stalker,  David  Bourdas,  Lnton  N.S.  Stoke  Newington. 

Targett,  Henry,  Romsey  N.S.,  Hants.  Keddeli,  Ambrose  Holden,  St.  Geoijge  imUm 
Twist,  Samuel,  Crick  N.S.,  Daventry.  East,  Christ  Church  Lower  SchooL 

Timbrell,  Frederick,  Westminster,  St.  Ste-  Lambert,  William,  Tunstall  N.S. 

phen's.  Martin,  Thomas,  Elson  N.S.,  Gosport. 

Wilkins,  Thomas  Charles,  Whitechapel,  St.  Mead,  John,  Messingham,  Kirton  in  Lind- 

Mark's.  say. 

Merrick,  Richard,  Manchester,  St.  Barnabas, 

THIRD  DIVISION.  Monro,  Henry  Loftus,  Newton  Nottage, 
Agent,  Samuel,  Effingham,  Leatherhead.  Bridgend. 

Barraclough,  Joshua,  Hoylandswaine  N.S.,  Mowbray,  Alfred  Richard,  Ibstock  N.S. 

near  Barnsley.  Pincott,  James,  Chepstow  N.S. 

Berridge,  Thomas  Marriott,  Ripley  N.S.,  Ridley,  William,  South  Shields,  Trinity;. 

Surrey.  Roberts,  James,  Swingfield  Minnis,  Elhaai. 

Bishop,  Richard  Henry,  Westminster,  St.  Robinson,  Samuel,  Newcastle-under-Ljne 

Margaret's  and  St.  John's.  N.S. 

Blakiston,  William  Collins,  Thorpe  N.S.,  Roe,  James,  Kingston  N.S.,  Wareham. 

Chertsey.  Seamark,  William,  Devonport,  St.  James. 

Bliss,   Richard    Linnell,    Bradford,   New  Shaw,  John,  Bury,  Holy  Trinity. 

Leeds.  Shotter,  James,  Bishopstoke,  Winchester. 

Brion,  John,  Guildford  N.S.  Smith,  Henry,  Leiston,  Saxmundham. 

Bullock,  William  John,  Clifton  N.S. ,  Bristol.  Smith,  John,  Coventry,  St.  Peter's. 

Carter,  William,  Bushbury  N.S.,  Wolver-  Stocker,  Edward,  Marlboro',  St.  Mary's. 

hampton.  ^  Stone,  James,  Lyme  Regis  N.S. 

Clouting,  Robert,  Axmouth  N.S.,  Azmin-  Stoney,  George,  Burley,  Otiey. 

ster.  Suddaby,  Henry,  North  Curry,  Taunton. 

Crossley, Eli, Halifax,  Sowerby, St.  George's.  Thomas,  James,  St.  Ives^  Hants. 

Des  Forges,  Richard,  HenlowN.S.,Baldock.  Turner,  George,  Halifax,  Queenshead  N.S. 

Dingle,  John,  Weston  N.S.,  Bath.  UUathorne,   John,  Bristol,  St.    Geoige's, 
Dyas,  WUliam,  Marylebone,  Christ  Chapel        Brandon  Hill. 

N.S.  Wilding,  Thomas,  Winchester,  St.  Thomas. 

Fidrmaner,  William,  Northbourne,  St.  An-  Wilkinson,Thomas, Cottesmore  S.,Oakham. 

gustinc'S,  near  Deal.  Wiuser,   Thomas,    South   Stoneham  aad 
Faulkner,  James,  Wymeswold,  Loughboro'.        Portswood. 

Foden,  John,  Pershore  N.S.  Wright,  John,  Bengeworth  N.S.,  Eveshaai. 


IL  MISTRESSES  OP  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND. 

FIRST  CLASS. 
SECOND  DIVISION.  THIRD   DIVISION. 

Kyberd,  Susan,  Baldwin's  Gardens  N.S.  Frost,  Sarah,  Pimlico^  St.  Peter's  N.S. 

Mott,  Esther,  Norwich  Model  S. 

SECOND  CLASS. 

FIRST  DIVISION.  '  Farncombe, Sarah,  Brighton, St. John'sN.S. 
Brown,  Charlotte  Ann,  Streatham  N.S.  third  division. 

MoUand,  Charlotte,  Northallerton  N.S.  Balme,  Amelia,  Ingrow  N.S.,  Keighlej. 

SECOND  DIVISION.  Bennett,  Sarah,  Barnsley,  St.  John's. 

Archer,  Mary,  Northampton,  All  Saints        Chambers,  Sarah,  Ipswich  District  School. 
Infant.  Jones,  Frances,  Bermondsey,  St.  James'. 
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TfllBD  CXASS. 

FIRST  DIVISION.  Darwent,  Elizabeth,  Buckley,  St.  Mathew's 
Clark,  Elizabeth,  Walthamstow  N.S.  Infant. 

Liee,  Lucy,  South  Shields,  Trinity  N.S.  Easton,  Hannah  Sophia,  Great  Yarmouth, 
liOmas,  Martha  Sarah,  Huddersfield,  Wood-         St.  Peter's  Infant. 

house.  Fiander,  Erica  Jane,  Coventry,  St.  John's. 

Hillward,  Ann,  Hockliffe  N.S.,  Leighton  Green,  Isabella,  Woodhill,  Hatfield. 

Buzzard.  Gwilliam,    Isabella,    St.    Mark's,    North 
Richardson,  Jessie,  Walkden  Moor  N.S.  Audley  Street,  London. 

Snape,  Alice,  Withington  N.S.,  Manchester.  Harrap,  Mary,Rotherhithe,Deptford  Road. 

"Ward,  Matilda  Mary,  Riddings  N.S.  Hayes,  Elizabeth,  Wantage,  St.  Peter's  and 

SECOND  DIVISION.  St.  Paul  P.S. 

Cain, Sarah,  Malew  Castletown,  IsleofMan.  Inman,  Annie,  Huntingdon,  Brampton  N.S. 

Sdwards,  Sarah  Jane,  Albnry,  Ware.  Martin,  Isabella,  Leeds,  Quarry  Hill,  St. 
Ferraby,  Elizabeth,  Marston  Moretaine.  Mary's. 

Greig,  Annie,  Wakefield,  All  Saints  N.S.  Miller,  Anne  Mary,  Crowan  N.S.,  Cam- 
Hannah,  Mary,  Headingley  Glebe,  Leeds.  borne. 

Liee,  Mary,  Cambridge,  Barnwell  S.  Osborne,  Mary,  Isleham,  Mildenhall. 

Murrow,  Matilda,  Walcot  P.S.,  Bath.  Scholefield,  Mary,  Bradford,  Parish  Church. 

Parry,  Louisa  Sophia,  Walkden  Moor  In-  Spencer,  Jane,  Gloucester,  St.  James'. 

fant  S.  Stiff,  Margaret  Jane,  Reading,  St.  Giles' 
Perry,  Charlotte  Anne,  Ticehurst  N.S.  Infant. 

Prior,    Harriett,    Ashdon    N.S.,    Saffron  Toby,  Elizabeth  Ann,   Birkenhead,  Holy 

Walden.  Trinity. 

XJUyet,  Mary  Anne,  Lyncomb,  St.  Mark's,  Town,  Annie,  Ratley,  Banbury. 

Bath.  Vial,  Evelina  Ely,  Great  Chesterford  N.S. 

THIRD  DIVISION.  Walsh,  Eleauor,  Manchester,  St.  John's 
Allen,  Maria,  Pembroke  Dock.  Infant. 

Bentley,    Charlotte    Mary,    Durham,  St.  Warner,  Anne,  Stalbridge,  Blandford. 

Oswald.  ^  Wilford,Frances,Barkestone,Leicestershire. 

Brown,    Isabella    Ann,     Rochester,    St.  Williams,  Sarah,  Bromley,  St.  Leonard's, 

Nicholas.  near  Bow. 

Bubb,  Harriett,  Bermondsey, St.  Paul'sN.S.  Williams,   Mary  Anne,   Cookham  Dean^ 
Coleman,    Mary,    Great   Yarmouth,    St.         Maidenhead. 

Nicholas.  Wilson,  Mary,  Pontcfract  N.S. 


MENTAL  ARITHMETIC 

METHOD    OF   TEACHING   IT   IN  THE   MODEL    SCHOOL,   TORONTO. 
(by    MR.    JOHN   SAN68TER,   SECOND   MASTER.) 

Extracted  from  an  Article  in  the**  Journal  of  Education  for  Upper  Canada.** 

In  teaching  mental  arithmetic,  as  in  teaching  any  other  branch,  there  is  a  right  and  a 
wrong  method.  The  latter  consists  in  giving  the  pupil  too  many  rules,  in  dwelling  more 
upon  the  how  than  the  wh^ ;  the  former  in  allowing  him  as  much  as  possible  to  devise 
methods  for  himself,  and  in  requiring  him  to  give  a  concise,  lucid  explanation  of  the 
manner  in  which  each  question  is  solved. 

Upon  its  first  introduction  into  his  school,  the  teacher  must  endeavour  to  make  the 
suhject  as  attractive  as  possible ;  especially  must  he  aim  at  extreme  simplicity,  as  every 
effort  will  eventually  prove  a  failure,  unless  he  guard  against  giving  the  class  questions 
above  their  capacity. 

The  larger  the  class  learning  mental  arithmetic,  and  the  greater  the  variety  of  modes 
consequently  adopted  by  the  different  children  to  obtain  the  answer,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  the  teacher  always  encourages  each  child  to  explain  the  steps  by  which  he  arrives  at 
i;he  required  result,  the  more  easily  and  effectively  is  it  taught.  Suppose  the  class,  then, 
"to  contain  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  children^  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  sixteen,  they 
may  be  most  conveniently  seated,  if  the  arrangements  of  the  school  permit,  on  parallel 
benches,  rising  one  above  another,  as  in  a  gallery,  so  that  the  teacher,  when  at  his  pro- 
per station  before  the  front  seat,  can  see  all  that  is  going  on  in  the  class,  and  be  able  to 
check  instantly  the  slightest  inattention.  It  may  be  here  proper  to  remark,  that,  while 
vre  would  encourage  the  teacher  to  diligent  self-preparation,  every  evening,  for  the  du- 
ties of  the  following  day,  we  cannot  too  forcibly  urge  the  impropriety  of  his  making  use, 
during  the  lesson,  of  any  text-book  containing  question  and  answer.  It  is  so  palpable 
an  acknowledgment  of  his  inability  to  obtain  the  answer  as  quickly  as  his  pupils,  that 
■very  soon  they  lose  that  respect  for  their  master*s  attainments  which  is  escential  to  hi 
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usefulness  and  success.  Besides  the  habit  of  giving  questions  extempore  is  so  exceed- 
ingly advantageous  in  many  other  respects,  and  is  so  easy  an  acquisition,  that  no  teacher 
should  hesitate  a  moment  which  mode  to  adopt. 

In  conducting  the  lesson,  the  teacher  must  steadily  keep  in  view  that  the  grand  object 
to  be  attained  is,  not  so  much  facility  in  mental  computation,  as  rapidity  of  thought, 
power,  and  truthfulness  of  intellect ;  and  accordingly  every  question  must  be  made  more 
or  less  conducive  to  this  one  great  end.  Bearing  this,  then,  constantly  in  mind,  he  will 
direct  his  attention  chiefly  to  three  things  :— First,  He  will  be  careful  that  all  or  nearly 
all  the  children  in  the  class  are  actually  engaged  in  solving  the  problem.  Secondly,. 
'When  the  answer  is  given,  he  will  ascertain  that  all  are  thoroughly  conversant  with  the 
principles  by  which  it  was  obtained.  And  thirdly,  He  will  anxiously  endeavour  to  de- 
-vclope  in  his  pupils  that  amount  (if  self-confidence  and  ardent  desire  to  surmount  ob- 
stacles which  the  subject  is  so  well  designed  to  teach,  and  which  form  so  essential  an 
element  in  the  character  of  him  who  would  successfully  encounter  the  difficulties  and 
temptations  of  life. 

In  briefly  adverting  to  the  manner  in  which  this  threefold  object  maybe  accomplished, 
we  shall  suppose  that  80  or  100  children,  who  have  already  devoted  some  two  or  three 
months'  attention  to  the  subject,  are  seated,  as  before  described,  on  parallel  benches, 
rising  one  above  another.  The  teacher,  without  any  text-book,  atandt  before  the  class, 
ready  to  propose  questions,  receive  answers,  and  explain,  on  the  blackboard,  the  prin- 
ciples involved  in  their  solution.  The  question  is  propounded  clearly  and  distinctly, 
and  while  the  pupils,  with  lips  instinctively  moving  and  eyes  half  closed  as  if  to  shut 
out  all  external  objects,  are  n/^n^/y  employed  in  obtaining  the  answer — the  teacher  care- 
fully guards  against  giving  any  intimation  whatever,  either  by  word  or  sign,  as  to  the  in- 
dividual from  whom  he  intends  to  require  it.  Hence,  every  child,  knowing  his  liability  to 
be  called  on  for  the  answer,  does  his  utmost  to  be  able  to  give  it  correctly. 

Although  no  show  of  hands  or  any  other  signal  is  allowed,  yet  it  is  an  easy  matter  to 
distin^ish  those  that  have  finished  from  those  still  engaged  in  the  mental  operation. 
The  more  excitable,  directly  they  have  ascertained  the  answer,  can  scarcely  refrain  from 
springing  off  their  seat,  and  seem  to  be  almost  bursting  with  eagerness  to  be  permitted 
to  announce  it :  while,  even  in  the  more  plodding  and*  sluggish,  the  sudden  illumination 
of  their  countenance  presents  an  unmistakable  sign  of  their  readiness  to  make  it  knovrn. 
The  teacher  uses  his  own  discretion  as  to  the  amount  of  time  requisite  for  waiting,  de- 
termining it  by  the  nature  of  the  question  and  the  capacity  of  the  class,  A  sufficient  in- 
terval having  elapsed,  some  one  is  requested  to  announce  the  answer.  If  not  givan 
instantly  and  correctly,  a  second,  a  third,  and  a  fourth,  in  different  parts  of  the  class,  are 
asked  for  it  in  rapid  succession.  If  these  all  fail  in  giving  an  accurate  reply,  it  is  re- 
quired from  an  entire  seat,  or  the  question  is  thrown  open  to  the  whole  class.  If,  then, 
as  sometimes  happens,  none  or  but  few  answer,  the  teacher,  so  far  from  jumping  at  the 
conclusion  that  his  pupils  are  dunces  and  incapable  of  learning  mental  arithmetic,  attri- 
butes the  failure  to  his  own  want  of  consideration  in  not  adapting  the  question  to  their 
capacity,  and,  with  more  judgment  and  discretion,  resolves  in  future,  rather  to  lead 
them  almost  imperceptibly  onward,  from  the  simple  to  the  difficult,  than  attempt  to 
drive  or  pull  them  through  the  perplexities  of  an  uninviting  study.  When  it  occurs  that 
none  but  erroneous  answers  are  returned,  instead  of  offering  a  special  rule  to  meet  the 
case,  the  question  is  for  the  time  abandoned,  and  a  much  easier  one  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion substituted  in  its  place ;  this  being  correctly  answered,  and  thoroughly  explained 
by  a  number  of  the  pupils,  a  second  and  a  third  of  the  same  nature,  but  somewhat  more 
difficult,  are  successfully  dealt  with.  Thus,  in  the  space  of  two  or  three  minutes,  the  dif- 
ficulty is  so  effectually  removed,  that  when  the  original  question  is  again  proposed,  it  is 
answered  by  the  majority  of  the  class  with  facility.  The  pupils  are  left  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  their  own  ingenuity  in  devising  methods  for  solving  each  problem,  still,  when  a 
particularly  difficult  question  is  under  consideration,  the  teacher  sometimes  endeavours 
to  facilitate  the  process  of  finding  the  answer,  by  throwing  out  such  judicious  hints  as  he 
may  think  proper ;  but,  however  much  they  are  thus  helped,  it  is  done  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  the  children  learn  the  lesson,  fully  impressed  with  the  idea  that  they  have  re- 
solved every  difficulty  without  assistance.  *In  every  instance,  when  the  answer  to  a 
problem  is  given  accurately,  as  many  of  the  pupils  as  convenient  are  requested  to  state 
the  steps  by  which  they  arrived  at  the  required  result.  The  teacher  also  indicates  the 
means  pursued  by  himself.  The  principles  on  which  these  different  modes  depend  are 
all  investigated,  and  thoroughly  explained  on  the  blackboard;  the  more  expeditious  me- 
thod pointed  out  and  recommended  to  the  class ;  and,  in  further  illustration  of  the  rule, 
one  or  two  other  questions  of  the  same  kind  proposed.  Another  class  of  questions  is 
then  proceeded  with,  and  so  on  till  the  end  of  the  lesson,  which  it  is  not  expedient  to 
continue  more  than  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour. 
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In  our  article  oa  this  subject  in  the  September  Number  of  the  Journal, 
we  endeavoured  to  combat  the  mistaken  notion,  that  a  good  scholar  is  ne- 
cessarily a  good  teacher,  and  to  show  that  this  notion  has  been  productive 
of  results  highly  injurious  to  elementary  education. 

We  insisted  on  the  importance  of  teaching  power,  as  a  natural  qualifi- 
cation in  individuals  who  are  destined  to  fulfil  the  office  of  schoolmaster. 
We  showed  that  candidates  for  admission  into  Normal  Schools  have  not 
been  sufficiently  tested  as  to  their  possession  of  this  qualification,  and 
that  their  subsequent  education  has  been  carried  on  without  a  due  regard 
to  its  proper  development.  We  explained  that  the  mode  of  granting  the 
certificates  of  merit  had  encouraged  this  disregard  of  natural  aptitude  and 
professional  training.  At  the  same  time,  we  acquitted  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  of  any  disposition  to  attach  too  much  importance  to 
mere  book-knowledge  in  the  elementary  teacher,  and  we  detailed  the  pro- 
vision which  their  Lordships  made  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  evil  so  soon 
as  it  became  apparent  to  them.  We  were  reluctantly  compelled,  however, 
to  point  out  that  the  provision  is  inadequate,  and,  that  as  far  as  the 
principal  abuse  is  concerned,  there  is  a  danger  that  it  may  operate  still 
more  injuriously  than  the  course  which  it  was  intended  to  remedy.  We 
concluded  this  portion  of  our  remarks  by  recommending  the  adoption  of 
the  plafi  which  has  been  proposed  to  the  Committee  of  Council  by  Professor 
Moseley,  namely,  that  certificates  of  merit  should  not  be  granted  to  students 
of  normal  schools,  out  only  to  schoolmasters. 

We  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  same  error  had  been  committed  in  the 
selection  of  Pupil  Teachers.  We  had  here  again  to  admit  that  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Committee  of  Council  and  their  Lordships'  officers  had 
been  somewhat  at  fault.  But  we  intimated  that  school  managers  were 
chiefly  to  blame,  and  dwelt  upon  their  responsibility  in  making  the  selection 
of  the  persons  who  are  to  serve  in  so  important  a  vocation. 

We  left  off  by  representing  that  there  is  now  not  even  the  excuse  for  the 
indiscriminate  admission  of  young  people  into  the  schoolmasters'  ranks 
v^hich  was  afforded  some  time  ago  by  the  deficiency  of  candidates  and  the 
great  demand  for  teachers. 

We  observe  that  two  of  her  Majesty's  Inspectors  find  it  necessary  again 
to  allude  this  year  to  the  discrepancies  between  the  merits  of  schoolmasters 
as  indicated  by  the  grade  of  their  certificates,  and  their  real  merit  as  evi-  - 
denced  in  the  actual  discharge  of  their  professional  duties. 

The  Rev.  F.  C.  Cook  makes  the  following  forcible  remarks  : — 

"  The  scale  of  remuneration  awarded  to  Bchoolmasters  ought  to  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  value  of  their  work.  Some  exceptions  would,  of  course,  occur  under 
any  imaginable  system ;  but  this  equitable  rule  ought  to  find  a  general  applica- 
tion. I  cannot  affirm  that  it  does  so  in  my  district  in  the  case  of  schoolmasters, 
still  less  that  it  does  in  the  case  of  schoolmistresses.  Some  of  the  best  teachers 
in  my  district  have  either  no  certificate,  or  a  low  one;  others,  who  are  far  from 
being  remarkable  for  efficiency,  have  comparatively  high  certificates,  and  conse- 
quently high  payment,  not  merely  the  amount  paid  by  your  Lordships,  but  the 
higher  salary  which  the  managers  are  compelled  to  pay  under  existing  circum- 
stances. This  result  was  not  imforeseen,  and  it  was  brought  under  notice  at  an 
early  period  by  more  than  one  of  the  inspectors.  It  might  have  been  expected 
that  young  persons  of  both  sexes,  who  had  just  passed  through  a  course  of 
special  instruction  and  training,  would  surpass  their  elders  in  amount  of  attain* 
ments^  while  it  was  scarcely  probable  that  they  should  surpass  or  rival  them  in 
those  qualifications  which  secure  the  discipline,  moral  and  religious  character, 
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and  general  efficiency  of  schools.  If  the  eyil  were  likely  to  correct  itself,  it 
would  be  wise  to  give  more  time  before  pronouncing  a  judgment  upon  the  issue 
of  the  experiment,  and  any  hasty  alteration  in  a  system  so  lately  mtrodaced  is 
of  course  much  to  be  deprecated.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  eyilis 
likely  to  increase  rather  than  to  diminish,  unless  some  modification  is  intro- 
duced ;  and  if  it  can  be  shown  to  be  really  necessary,  the  sooner  it  is  adopted 
the  better."  • 

The  Rev.  M.  Mitchell  remarks  as  follows : — 

**  Certificated  masters,  and  those  from  training  colleges,  are,  however,  by  no 
means  always  the  best  conductors  of  schools.  Indeed,  in  this  district,  there  are 
so  many  failures  of  masters,  who  have  been  trained  at  various  establishments, 
and  for  lengthened  periods,  as  to  call  for  most  serious  consideration  whether 
the  object  proposed  m  the  training  be  really  and  truly  advanced  by  the  means 
used.  If  the  teachers  sent  out  from  training  colleges  are  not  only  not  so  good, 
but  even  if  they  are  not  far  superior  to  those  untrained,  the  cost  of  the  training 
is  thrown  away.  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  are  many  notices  in  ray  daily  reports 
which  show  that  there  is  much  to  be  desired  in  these  respects."  f 

We  feel  ourselves  called  upon  to  notice  a  remark  with  which  Mr.  Cook 
prefaces  the  part  of  his  report  from  which  we  have  quoted  the  above  pas- 
sage. He  sa^s  that  he  submits  his  remarks  to  their  Lordships'  consider- 
ation, not  without  some  anxiety  as  to  the  use  which  may  he  made  of  thm 
hy  prejudiced  or  uncandid  opponents.  Now  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say, 
that  we  do  not  make  use  of  these  remarks  as  t)pponents.  On  the  contrary, 
we  are  strongly  of  opinion,  that  the  benefits  conferred  upon  the  country  by 
the  Minutes  of  1846  have  not  yet  been  sufficiently  appreciated  and  acknow- 
ledged. But  we  also  think  that  the  public  are  not  sufficiently  alive  to  the 
importance  of  watching  and  testing  the  results  brought  out  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  those  Minutes.  It  is  for  their  interest  that  these  results  should 
be  careftiUy  brought  before  them.  That  is  an  important  part  of  the  duties 
which  the  Inspectors  have  to  discharge.  And  it  is  also  for  their  interest 
that  these  matters  should  be  thoroughly  sifted  and  investigated  on  their 
behalf.  And  this  is  the  duty  of  the  public  press.  It  is  only  in  this  way 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  clear  perception  of  the  advantages  and 
defects  of  the  system  and  its  administration.  It  is  with  this,  in  fact, 
as  with  every  other  public  measure.  • 

Here  is  a  case  in  point.  Certificates  have  been  granted  to  schoolmasters 
solely  on  account  of  attainments,  and  without  reference  to  teaching  talent. 
The  Inspector  then  comes  to  a  school  taught  by  a  Certificated  Master,  and 
finds  it  badly  conducted.-  He  cannot  account  for  this  discrepancy.  He 
imagines  that  there  is  something  wrong  at  the  Council  Office  with  respect 
to  the  examination  of  the  papers ;  or  he  ascribes  the  master's  inefficiency 
to  some  insignificant  defect  in  his  qualifications  which  only  constitutes  one 
tithe  of  his  short-comings.  Mr.  Mitchell,  for  instance,  attributes  the  dis- 
crepancy to  a  defective  knowledge  of  organization,  and  recommends  **  Ab- 
bott's Teacher"  to  the  schoolmasters,  and  to  the  Committee  of  Council  the 
appointment  of  organizing  masters,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evil.  Not  one 
of  the  Inspectors  who  have  noticed  this  discrepancy,  except  Professor 
Moseley,  whose  opinion  we  quoted  in  our  last  article,  appears  to  have  per- 


*  Rev.  P.  C.  Cook'i  General  Report  for  1851.  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  CooBCil 
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ceived  the  real  cause  of  it.  It  becomes  our  duty  then  to  help  to  put  for- 
ward right  views  upon  the  matter,  in  order  that  the  evil  may  be  remedied  as 
speedil}''  as  possible. 

Nothing  but  good  can  result  from  the  free  discussion  of  matters  of  public 
importance.  We  can  scarcely  imagine  any  opponents  so  "prejudiced  or 
nncandid"  as  to  reject  a  whole  system,  because  it  happens,  like  every  other 
earthly  thing,  to  have  its  defects.  As  a  friend  of  ours  very  forcibly  re- 
marked, while  speaking  of  this  subject,  they  might  just  as  well  deny 
themselves  the  light  of  the  sun,  because  that  orb  has  some  dark  spots  in  it. 

We  must  further  say  that  such  a  disposition  to  prevent  discussion  is 
quite  out  of  place  in  a  subordinate  officer  of  the  Government.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Inspectors  of  Schools  must  bear  in  mind  that  they  are  the  servants, 
not  the  masters  of  the  public.  It  is  not  for  them  to  dictate  what  shall  and 
what  shall  not  be  discussed.  They  must  submit  the  results  of  their  inspec- 
tion to  the  public,  and  leave  them  to  make  what  use  they  please  of  those 
results. 

Mr.  Cook  is  quite  right  in  saying  that  the  result  to  which  he  refers  was 
not  unforeseen.  The  present  Dean  of  Hereford  pointed  to  it  as  likely  to 
happen  in  the  first  edition  of  his  "  Suggestive  Hints."  His  anticipations 
describe  exactly  what  has  taken  place. 
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In  carrying  into  practice  the  contemplated  increase  of  salary  to  masters  and 
mistresses,  the  examination  seems  to  me  defective,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not 
make  sufficient  inquiry  into  the  state  and  efficiency  of  the  school  of  which  the 
candidate  is  the  teacher. 

*'  A  man  who  is  just  leaving  a  training  school,  or  has  only  lately  left  it,  and 
during  the  last  year  or  two  been  practised  in  composition,  in  examinations  on 
paper,  &c.,  will,  as  the  examination  is  conducted,  do  much  better  than  many  of 
the  really  good,  practical  teachers,  and  whose  usefulness  has  been  proved  by  the 
state  and  efficiency  of  their  schools.  In  this  ivay  there  is  great  danger  of  the 
experienced,  good  schoolmaster  being  classed  far  below  one  who  may  not  turn 
out  half  so  useful  when  tried  in  the  school.  I  think,  unless  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  a  school  is  taken  into  account,  many  useful  schoolmasters,  and  very 
deserving  of  the  increase  of  salary,  both  from  their  past  labours,  and  their 
future  promise  of  good,  will  be  deterred  from  offering  themselves.  I  don't  know 
how  far  the  continuance  of  an  increase  of  salary  depends  upon  the  state  of  a 
sch^l,  but  it  is  evident  that  there  ought  to  be  some  connexion  between  them."* 

These  instances  of  discrepancy  between  the  real  and  the  certified 
merit  of  teachers,  we  regarded  as  results  of  the  tefldency  which  it  wa^  our 
principal  object  to  oppose,  namely,  the  tendency  to  rely  upon  technical 
knowledge  as  the  sole  qualification  needed  in  a  teacher,  and  to  attach  little 
or  no  importance  to  professional  skill. 

While  this  tendency  characterizes  one  educational  party  in  the  country, 
there  is  another  party  which  is  professedly  characterized  by  the  opposite 
tendency.  It  is  remarkable  to  what  an  extent  people  act  by  extremes, 
ay,  even  those  who  are  among  the  most  clear-sighted.     As  one  party  at- 


*  **  Suggestive  Hints,''  Introduction.  It  is  only  just  to  the  Committee  of  Council  to 
state,  in  reference  to  the  Dean's  last  remark,  that  the  first  payment,  not  merely  the 
eontinuaiionf  of  the  Augmentation  Grant,  has,  from  the  commencement,  been  made  to 
depend  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  Teacher's  School  in  organization,  discipline,  and  in- 
atruetion.  The  certificate,  indeed,  is  only  the  primary  and  preliminary  condition  of  the 
grant.  This  has  acted  as  a  very  important  check  against  abuse,  as  far  as  the  pecuniary 
reward  attached  to  a  certificate  is  concerned. 


412  ON  TEACHING  PO^ER. 

taches  all  the  importance  to  technical  knowledge,  so  the  other  (as  if  to  keep 
up  the  balance)  places  professional  skill  above  everything  else.  '^  What 
the  country  really  requires,"  says  the  former  organ  of  this  party,  "is 
schoolmasters  who  ha.ye  professional  skill;  or,  in  other  words,  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  children,  and  the  way  to  deal  with  them : 
(we  may  add  schoolmistresses,  also,  for  the  patient  training  and  happy  in- 
fluences are  invaluable).  Faithful  teachers,  of  steady,  hard-working,  pains- 
taking habits,  with  a  tolerably  good  English  education,  well  informed  in 
common  every-day  matters,  grasping  what  they  have  acquired  firmly,  and 
having  it  ready  for  use ;  knowing  something  of  the  art  of  teaching,  well 
trained  to  draw  out  the  faculties  of  children,  and  teach  them  the  rudiments 
of  knowledge,  as  well  as  to  read  with  ease,  and  to  read  fluently."  * 

This  is  in  our  opinion  decidedly  the  preferable  extreme  of  the  two.  At 
any  rate,  it  would  be  well  if  all  our  training  institutions  had  commenced 
here,  instead  of  at  the  other  end ;  for  the  attainments  may  always  be  added 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree  to  the  natural  aptitude  for  teaching,  but  the 
aptitude,  as  we  have  endeavoured  to  show,  does  not  necessarily,  or  even 
generally,  accompany  the  attainments.  The  aptitude  is  indispensable,  and 
should  be  made  the  basis  of  the  selection  of  candidates  for  the  teacher's 
oflice,  almost  irrespectively  of  his  technical  acquirements.  We  have  seen 
what  are  the  possible,  and  we  may  add,  probable  results,  when  the  con- 
traiy  course  is  adopted. 

We  readily  and  gladly  admit  that  the  Home  and  Colonial  Institution  has 
been  one  of  the  Training  Schools  that  have  paid  the  greatest  amount  of 
attention  to  the  principle  of  teaching  as  a  science,  as  well  as  to  the  prac- 
tice of  it  as  an  art.  Mr.  Cook  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  merits 
of  the  Institution  in  this  respect,  in  both  of  the  reports  which  he  has  made 
upon  it.f  Special  courses  of  lectures  are  delivered  to  the  student  on  the 
theory  and  practice  of  education,  which,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  is  still 
neglected,  or  only  done  in  a  very  inefficient  manner  in  most  of  our  training 
schools ;  model  lessons,  real  model  lessons  (for  the  Home  and  Coloniid 
Institution  is  the  only  training  school  that  has  a  model  school  properly  so 
called),  are  given  by  skilled  teachers  ;  and  the  views  and  methods  of  teach- 
ing which  are  thus  explained  and  illustrated,  are  carried  out  in  the  prac- 
tising schools  under  able  and  vigilant  superintendence,  and,  as  Mr.  Cook 
observed  in  his  report  for  1850,  with  very  remarkable  success. 

But  what  says  more  ibr  the  system  than  any  thing  else,  is  the  fact,  that 
it  is  Pestalozzi's.   It  is  the  only  adequate  attempt  that  has  been  made  in 


I* 


*  From  the  "  Educational  Magazine  of  the  Home  and  Colonial  School  Society,' 
quoted  by  the  Dean  of  Hereford  in  the  "  Suggestive  Hints." 

f  "We  quote  two  passages  from  Mr.  Cook's  last  report : — 

**  The  results  of  the  last  examination  bear  striking  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the 
teaching  and  the  proficiency  of  the  students;  in  those  subjects  especially  which  are  most 
valuable  to  a  school-teacher." 

**  At  the  Home  and  Colonial,  the  system  is  by  far  more  complete  and  energetic  than 
in  any  Institution.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  report  of  last  year.  The  same  just 
distinction  is  made  between  the  school  in  which  unpractised  students  make  their  first 
attempts  under  the  superintendence  of  competent  teachers,  and  the  upper  or  model 
schools  in  ^hich  no  lessons  are  permitted  to  be  given  that  are  not  considered  by  the 
managers  to  be  nearly  as  perfect  as  they  can  make  them.  They  are  altogether  remark- 
ably efficient." — Report  on  the  Female  TVaininff  Schoolt.  Minutes  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education,  1851-'52,  p.  229.  « 
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this  country  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  that  distinguished  educator.  Dr. 
Mayo,  through  whose  instrumentality,  with  the  valuable  and  indefatigable 
aid  of  his  sister,  the  system  was  introduced,  was  peculiarly  fitted  for  the 
task  by  his  acquaintance  with  Pestalozzi  himself,  and  by  his  long  personal 
intimacy  with  M.  Heldenmaier,  one  of  Pestalozzi' s  most  successful  pupils. 
Two  other  pupils  of  the  great  schoolmaster,  Messrs.  Reiner  and  Rrlisi,  have, 
we  believe,  been  engaged  as  professors  in  the  Institution  from  its  com- 
mencement. 

We  are  the  more  gratified  at  the  success  of  the  attempt,  because  there  is 
a  tendency  among  some  persons  in  this  country  to  depreciate  Pestalozzi 
and  to  laugh  at  his  system. 

These  persons  should  remember  that  a  few  eccentricities  in  a  man's  cha- 
racter do  not  necessarily  imply  a  general  weakness,  and  certainly  do  not 
invalidate  his  principles.  And  they  should  also  bear  in  mind  that  even 
positive  defects  in  a  man's  principles,  and  the  failures  in  action  to  which 
such  defects  give  rise,  do  not  in  the  least,  unless  they  are  absolute  immora- 
lities, diminish  the  justness  and  truth  of  those  of  his  principles  which  are 
acknowledged  to  be  correct  in  theory,  and  which  have  been  successfully 
applied  to  practice.  Nor  should  either  eccentricities  or  defects  obscure  our 
perception  of  the  truth  and  power  there  is  in  a  man.  There  is  a  veil  of 
this  kind  enveloping  every  man  more  or  less,  through  which  it  is  necessary 
to  penetrate  in  order  to  discover  his  excellencies ;  and  it  is  a  trite  saying 
that  great  men  frequently  have  great  failings,  which,  we  take  it,  does  not 
simply  mean  that  their  failings  are  more  conspicuous  than  those  of  others, 
but  that  whenever  such  men  do  err  they  really  fall  into  greater  errors  than 
other  people ;  their  failings  indeed  seem  to  be*on  the  same  scale  of  magni- 
tude with  their  other  qualities.  These  failings,  however,  strike  the  outward 
eye ;  every  body,  even  the  most  careless  observer,  perceives  them.  But, 
unfortunately,  this  is  often  all  that  is  perceived.  The  man  is  condemned 
for  his  defects,  his  excellencies  go  for  nothing  in  the  account. 

This  we  fear  has  been  the  fate  of  Pestalozzi  with  the  persons  to  whom 
we  allude.  They  will  amuse  themselves  with  relating  the  odd  things  he 
did  and  said,  and  which  form  the  staple  of  some  biographies  of  him,  written 
by  men  who  understood  him  just  as  little  as  these  persons  themselves : 
and  they  will  speak  pityingly  of  his  want  of  tact  and  want  of  prudence,  and 
want  of  this,  that,  and  the  other,  which  led  him  into  such  and  such  scrapes, 
and  kept  him  a  poor  man  all  his  life.  But  never  do  they  say  a  word  of  the 
genius  which  enabled  him  to  take  in  at  a  grasp  the  condition  of  the  whole 
mass  of  the  lower  classes  in  Europe,  and  to  see,  as  at  a  glance,  that  the 
cause  of  their  degradation  in  all  the  various  forms  which  it  assumed  in 
different  countries,  was  still  the  same  in  each — the  want  of  education. 
Neither  do  they  say  a  syllable  of  the  benevolence,  which,  when  he  had  seen 
all  this,  prompted  him  to  select  the  condition  of  tbe  poor  as  the  scene  of 
his  life's  labours,  and  to  resolve  to  devote  the  whole  of  his  energies  to  its 
improvement.  The  giving  away  of  a  purse  of  silver  when  he  himself  was 
in  urgent  need  of  it,  which  these  persons  bring  against  him  as  an  instance 
of  his  imprudence,  was  only  an  extreme  instance  of  his  general  benevolent 
disposition.  Not  a  word,  finally,  do  we  hear  of  that  mingled  genius,  bene- 
volence, fearlessness,  and  perseverance,  which  made  him  publish  pamphlets 
and  books  asserting  the  rights  of  the  poorer  classes,  in  opposition  to  all  the 
thed  existing  notions,  found  and  personally  conduct  schools  and  large  edu- 
cational establishments,  originate  fundamental  principles  of  education,  and 
c&rry  them  out ;  and  which,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  made  him  continue 
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these  labours  to  the  end  of  his  life,  without  once  relating  his  energy,  in 
spite  of  the  extraordinary  vexations  and  disappointments  which  beset  him 
at  almost  every  step.  Why,  the  name  of  this  man  became  kno¥ni  and  re- 
spected all  over  Europe  in  a  very  short  time.  Potentates  wrote  to  him ; 
learned  societies  sent  deputations  to  him ;  and  men  of  note  visited  him. 
His  name  is  still  known  and  revered,  not  only  throughout  Europe,  but 
throughout  the  civilised  world. 

But  to  appreciate  thoroughly  the  character  and  mind  of  Pestalozsi,  a 
man  must  have  some  sympathy  with  the  cause  to  which  Pestalozzi  devoted 
himself :  he  must  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  misery  and  suffering  of 
the  degraded  and  benighted  masses  of  the  poor ;  he  must  have  some  in- 
sight into  their  physical  and  spiritual  wants ;  he  must  earnestly  desire  to 
see  their  condition  raised; — in  short,  to  appreciate  Pestalozzi,  a  man 
must  possess  kindred  feelings  and  sentiments.  Without  this,  we  can  easily 
imagine  that  Pestalozzi*  s  principles  and  all  that  Pestalozzi  did  and  said, 
will  appear  mere  foolishness.  Without  this.  Learning  will  look  down  in 
scorn  upon  him,  for  he  was  not  a  learned  man.  For  the  rest,  we  camiot 
help  thinking  that  there  is  somewhat  of  envy  at  the  bottom  of  the  tendency 
to  depreciate  Pestalozzi.  It  is  a  very  commonly  observed  occurrence,  that 
what  men  cannot  comprehend,  they  will  affect  to  despise.  And  as  forsooth 
these  persons  cannot  understand  Pestalozzi' s  title  to  respect  and  venera- 
tion, they  must  needs  endeavour  to  drag  him  down  to  their  own  level,  and 
even  to  depress  him  still  lower, — for  with  many  of  them  he  is  only  an  ugly, 
half-cracked  old  dominie,  and  the  world  par  consequent  very  silly  and 
ignorant  to  think  so  much  of  him. 

But  what  connection  has  all  this  with  our  subject  ?  A  very  intimate 
one,  and  we  beg  the  reader  to  observe  it. 

We  have  said  before,  that  the  system  pursued  at  the  Home  and  Colonial 
Institution  is  that  of  Pestalozzi.  The  leading  principle  of  that  system  is 
to  instruct  the  child,  not  for  the  sake  of  communicating  knowledge,  but  for 
the  .sake  of  developing  and  training  its  mind.  The  information  imparted 
in  the  lesson  is  considered  as  of  little  or  no  consequence.  It  is  the  effort 
of  the  youthful  mind  in  acquiring  this  information  that  is  regarded  as  the 
valuable  and  only  valuable  part  of  the  teaching.  Out  of  this  leading  prin- 
ciple arises  the  necessity  and  importance  of  rational  methods  of  instruction, 
and  hence  the  attention  that  Pestalozzi  bestowed  upon  the  origination  of 
such  methods.  If  the  only  object  is  the  communication  of  technical  know- 
ledge, methods  of  teaching  may  very  well  be  dispensed  with  ;  but  to  train 
the  mind,  they  are  absolutely  necessary.  Out  of  this  principle  too  arises 
the  necessity  for  something  more  than  mere  technical  knowledge  in  the 
teacher  —  for  natural  qualification  and  acquired  skill.  Hence  arises,  in 
fact,  the  whole  dignity  and  importance  of  the  teacher's  office.  It  is  a 
dignified  and  important  work  to  develop  and  train  the  faculties  which  God 
has  implanted  in  His  little  ones  that  are  his  peculiar  care,  to  develop  and 
train  their  faculties  in  the  direction  which  He  has  designed,  so  that  they 
may  accomplish  the  mission  which  He  has,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  as- 
signed them  on  earth.  This  is  something  more  than  imparting  knowledge, 
and  requires,  as  we  have  said,  very  different  agents,  and  very  different  plans 
and  methods.     And  this  is  Pestalozzi' s  system. 

Now  the  very  men  who  despise  Pestalozzi  are  the  same  that  pursue  a 
contrary  system,  those,  namely,  who  place  all  reliance  upon  technical  know- 
ledge and  regard  the  acquisition  of  this  as  the  ultimate  end  of  all  educa- 
tion.    They  are  the  same  men  who  practically  deny  the  necessity  of  any 
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peculiar  natural  qualification  in  the  teacher,  and  question  the  importance  of 
principles  and  methods  of  instruction  ;  who  think  that  the  whole  matter  is 
of  the  utmost  simplicity  ;  whose  motto  is,  as  we  have  seen,  give  a  man  at' 
tainments  and  he  mil  be  sure  to  teach  ;  and  who  have  no  such  exalted  no- 
tions of  the  teacher's  office.  In  despising  Pestalozzi,  therefore,  they  despise 
the  representative  of  that  system  which  is  diametrically  opposed  to  their 
own— of  that  tendency  which  we  have  called  the  opposite  extreme  to  their 
own. 

If  the  Home  and  Colonial  party  have  erred,  then,  they  have  erred  on  the 
right  side.  As  we  said  before,  we  should  be  glad  if  the  other  party  had 
erred  on  the  same  side.  We  should  be  glad  if  every  training  school 
throughout  the  country  would  imitate  the  Home  and  Colonial  Institution 
as  far  as  it  is  right.  Especially  should  we  rejoice  to  see  every  training  school 
adopt  the  following  regulation  of  the  Home  and  Colonial  Institution.  Its 
adoption  would  obviate  the  occurrence  of  those  evils  which  we  have  pointed 
out  as  resulting  from  the  opposite  tendency,  and  would  place  the  teacher's 
office  in  its  true  light. 

"  Qualifications  of  Candidates  sent  by  Patrons  to  be  trained, 

"  Sound  moral  and  religious  principles  are  essential,  and  in  addition  there  are 
certain  qualifications  of  temper  very  important  in  a  teacher  of  children.  The 
power  of  sympathy  is  felt  by  all,  but  its  effect  upon  young  children  is  almost  in- 
calculable. On  this  account,  an  animated  lively  manner,  tempered  by  self-posses- 
sion, a  cheerful  good  humour,  combined  with  gentle  firmness,  are  very  important. 
To  these  should  be  added  that  natural  fondness  for  children, which  leads  to  a 
participation  in  all  their  little  pleasures  and  pains ;  and  to  bear  patiently  with 
their  infirmities  and  ill-humours.  It  is  also  particularly  necessary  that  teachers 
should  possess  an  aptitude  to  teach,  the  ability  of  drawing  out  and  directing  the 
powers  of  children,  a  quickness  of  perception  to  see  the  effect  of  the  instruction 
they  are  giving,  and  a  readiness  in  availing  themselves  of  accidental  circum- 
stances to  awaken  moral  sentiment,  or  draw  out  some  intellectual  faculty." 

There  is  a  further  regulation  which  all  of  our  training  schools  would  do 
well  to  adopt  with  a  view  to  the  same  object.  It  is,  that  every  student  who 
enters  the  Institution  is  put  upon  probation  for  a  month,  and  if,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  they  are  thought  to  be  deficient  in  the  essential  qualifications 
of  a  teacher,  they  are  not  allowed  to  remain,  and  are  discouraged  from  de- 
voting themselves  to  a  vocation  in  which  they  would  not  -be  likely  to  suc- 
ceed. And  one  thing  more  we  would  seriously  recommend  for  imitation, 
with  this  view  also,  and  it  is  this  : — the  Committee  of  the  Home  and  Co- 
lonial School  Society  in  their  regulations,  "earnestly  entreat  those  in- 
terested in  the  cause  of  education  to  patronize  only  such  persons  as  their 
judgment  can  fully  approve." 

These  are  admirable  regulations.  We  must  again  repeat  the  wish  that 
they  were  adopted  in  all  of  our  training  establishments. 

Here,  however,  our  admiration  of  the  principles  and  plans  of  the  Home 
and  Colonial  Society  must  stop.  We  have  no  desire  to  hold  them  up  as 
perfect.  On  the  contrary,  as  we  have  before  said,  they  represent  an  ex- 
treme tendency,  which  in  such  institutions  should  be  carefully  guarded 
against.  The  fault  of  this  tendency  is,  of  course,  that  too  little  importance 
is  attached  to  technical  knowledge.  The  standard  of  instruction  is  con- 
fessedly low.  This  is  somewhat  excusable  on  the  ground  that  the  teachers 
trained  at  the  Institution  are  principally  intended  for  Infant  and  Girls* 
Schools  and  are  mostly  females  ;  and  even  more  so  on  the  ground  that  they 
onlv  remain,  on  an  average,  six  months  in  training.     Still,  this  low  stand- 
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ard  is  a  defect  in  the  system,  and  the  short  period  of  training  is  itself  a 
fault  and  a  part  of  the  general  defect.  The  minds  of  the  teachers  cannot 
he  sufHciently  opened,  without  a  much  more  extensive  course  of  studies. 
This  is  reasonable  even  according  to  the  Pestalozzian  notion  that  knowledge 
should  not  be  acquired  for  its  own  sake.  It  is  evident  that,  other  things 
being  the  same,  a  well  educated  man  will  make  a  better  teacher  than  amian 
with  meagre  attainments. 

As  we  said  in  our  first  article,  it  is  the  man  who  unites  teaching  talent 
with  technical  knowledge  that  will  make  the  best  teacher ;  and  as  the  two 
tendencies  which  we  have  described  represent  these  two  qualifications  re- 
spectively, we  shall  never  have  really  good  teachers  sent  forth  from  our 
training  schools,  until  these  tendencies  have  amalgamated,  until  the  other 
institutions  adopt  what  is  good  in  the  Home  and  Colonial,  and  the  Home 
and  Colonial  adopt  what  is  good  in  them.  At  present,  we  can  scarcely 
name  any  one  training  school  in  which  both  systems  are  fully  united  into  a 
friendly  and  effective  co-operation.  At  present,  unhappily,  even  the  officers 
of  the  same  institution  do  not  always  pull  in  the  same  direction,  because 
they  are  not  agreed  upon  this  important  and  fundamental  question. 


MINOR  SUGGESTIONS  TOWARDS  THE  MORAL  TRAINING 

OF  YOUTH. 

"  If  the  moral  and  mental  condition  of  the  rising  generation,"  said 
Mr.  Tremenheere,  no  inexperienced  judge  of  what  he  was  writing  about, 
"is  to  be  usefully  affected  through  the  medium  of  schools,  as  auxili- 
aries and  interpreters  to  higher  and  more  sacred  ministrations,  wider 
views  must  be  taken  of  what  it  is  requisite  to  teach,  and  the  instrumen- 
tality by  which  it  is  to  be  communicated.  It  is  still  necessary  to  repeat 
that  what  is  commonly  called  education,  namely,  the  teaching  the  mecha- 
nical art  of  reading  and  writing,  with  a  little  arithmetic,  and  the  dog- 
matical inculcation  of  scripture  formularies,  very  imperfectly  understood, 
if  at  all,  is  not  in  fact  education,  or  anything  more  than  its  unformed, 
undeveloped  germ,  possibly  containing  within  it  that  which  may  give  some 
additional  power  to  the  mind,  but  very  probably  in  no  way  reaching  and 
impressing  the  heart.  It  is  necessary  also  to  repeat,  that  if  the  legitimate 
educator  does  no  more  than  this,  there  are  those  that  will  do  more ;  the 
Chartist  and  Socialist  educator — the  publisher  of  exciting,  obscene,  and 
irreligious  works — he  who  can  boldly  assert  and  readily  declaim  upon  false 
and'pemicious  dogmas  and  principles.  To  inculcate  the  leading  doctrines 
of  our  faith,  and  to  present  the  main  incidents  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in 
such  a  manner  as  shall  interest  the  affections  of  the  young,  and  not  alone 
burden  the  memory  ;  and  to  impart  some  real  knowledge  applicable  to  the 
state  of  society  in  which  they  live  and  to  the  world  around  them,  is  the 
work  in  hand^ 

These  observations,  in  which  the  italics  are  our  own;  are  intended  to 
introduce  a  few  suggestions  supplementary  to  a  paper  with  a  similar  head- 
ing in  the  September  Number  of  this  Journal.  On  the  present  occasion 
we  propose  offering  what  we  will  call  *'  minor  suggestions ;"  not  because 
they  are  unimportant  in  themselves,  but  because  they  are  inferior  in  im- 
portance to  the  considerations  which  we  then  thought  it  right  to  lay  before 
our  readers.  Mr.  Tremenheere  had  only  in  view  the  national  schools ;  we 
think  that  the  principles  laid  down  by  him  might  be  extended,  and  that 
beneficially  to  all  schools.     So  much'  are  we  constrained  to  admire  the 
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plans  and  regulations  which  are  prepared  from  time  to  time  for  the  guidance 
of  our  national  schoolmasters  and  mistresses,  and  which  doubtless  will 
by  and  by  be  more  thoroughly  carried  into  practice,  that  unless  some 
greater  attempts  are  elsewhere  made  to  resist  the  evil  influences  of  ''  ex- 
citing and  irrehgious  books "  and  other  similar  mischiefs,  no  long  time 
will  elapse  before  the  best  education  in  this  country  will  be  that  imparted  in 
our  parish  schools.  Of  course  we  do  not  desire  that  the  training  of  our 
poorer  neighbours  should  be  other  than  the  best  that  can  be  provided ; 
far  from  it ;  but  we  do  desire  that  the  managers  of  other  establishments, 
dedicated  to  sound  learning,  should  be  aroused  to  fresh  exertions  in  the 
right  direction,  and  should  strenuously  endeavour  to  "  interest  the  affec- 
tions of  the  young,  and  not  alone  to  burden  the  memory ;  and  to  impart 
some  real  knowledge  applicable  to  the  state  of  society  in  which  they  live 
and  to  the  world  around  them." 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  training  of  the  young,  is  that  of 
finding  out  how  to  arrange  usefully  the  employment  of  leisure  hours.  It 
is  those  that  have  "  idle  hands  "  that  generally  fall  under  the  dominion  of 
evil ;  and  it  is  for  this  portion  of  the  boy's  day  that  we  would  now  pre- 
scribe. In  these  times  the  number,  the  variety,  and  above  all  the  cheap- 
ness of  publications  issuing  daily  from  the  press,  of  which  some  are  good, 
some  indifferent  enough,  but  many  bad,  very  bad,  yet  all  sufficiently  in- 
teresting to  occupy  the  uninformed  mind,  render  such  a  task  anything  but 
easy.  We  cannot  prevent  the  reading  of  books  of  this  character,  nor  can 
we  put  down  other  amusements  objectionable  in  themselves  or  in  being 
carried  to  excess.  It  is  quite  hopeless  and  worse  than  useless  to  attempt 
it.  But  we  may  try  to  All  up  the  time  with  more  innocent  occupations. 
Among  other  occupations  we  wish  in  the  first  place,  and  especially,  to  call 
attention  to  the  more  frequent  use  of  music  and  drawing.  We  recom- 
mend that  eveiy  child  should  be  taught  both  these  arts,  beginning  them 
at  a  very  early  age.  Neither  of  them  require  much,  if  any,  exertion  of 
the  intellect,  and  the  practice  of  them  would  not  at  all  interfere  with  what 
we  may  term  their  more  substantial  studies.  It  is  not  that  we  expect 
every  child  so  taught  to  become  proficient ;  for  mediocrity  would  abun- 
dantly answer  all  the  purposes  at  which  we  are  herein  aiming ;  but  besides 
this,  a  much  greater  number  than  at  present  would  also  in  point  of  fact 
become  proficient. 

The  advantages  of  music  in  a  religious  point  of  view,  especially  vocal 
music,  have  already  been  set  forth  in  this  Journal,  and  these  ought  to  be 
sufficient  to  make  the  cultivation  of  it  universal.  But  we  are  now  urging 
its  importance  as  a  preventive  of  moral  evil — that  is,  as  a  healthy  filling 
up  of  time  that  would  otherwise  most  probably  be  worse  than  wasted.  On 
this  topic,  however,  we  shall  do  well  to  Hsten  to  an  eloquent  description  of 
this  useful  assistant,  which  we  found  one  day  among  the  very  earliest 
Minutes  of  Council. 

"  Vocal  music,  as  a  means  of  expression,  is  by  no  means  an  unimportant  ele- 
ment in  civilization.  One  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  public  worship  ought 
to  be  the  extent  to  which  the  congregation  unite  in  those  solemn  psalms  of  prayer 
and  praise,  which,  particularly  in  the  Lutheran  churches  of  Germany  and  Hol- 
land, appear  the  utterance  of  one  harmonious  voice.  One  of  the  chief  means 
cf  diffusing  through  the  people  national  sentiments  is  afforded  by  songs,  which 
embody  and  express  the  hopes  of  industry,  and  the  comforts  and  contentment 
of  household  life,  and,  preserving  for  the  peasant  the  traditions  of  his  country's 
triumphs,  inspire  him  with  confidence  in  her  greatness  and  strength.  A  nadon 
ivithout  innocent  amusements  is  commonly  demoralized.  Amusements  which  wean 
the  peopU  from  vicious  indulgences  are  in  themselves  a  great  advantage  ;  the^ 
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contribute  indirectly  to  the  increase  of  domestic  comfort,  and  promote  the  con- 
tentment of  the  artizan.  Next  in  importance  are  those  which,  like  the  athletic 
games,  tend  to  develop  the  national  strength  and  energy ;  but  the  most  im- 
portant are  such  as  diffuse  sentiments,  by  which  the  honour  and  prosperity  of 
the  country  may  be  promoted.  The  national  legends  frequently  embodied  in 
songs,  are  the  peasant's  chief  source  of  that  national  feeling,  whicH  other  ranks 
derive  from  a  more  extensive  acquaintance  with  history.  The  songs  of  any 
people  may  be  regarded  as  important  means  of  forming  an  industrious,  brave, 
loyal,  and  religious  working-class.  £very  schoolmaster  of  a  rural  parish  ought 
to  instruct  the  children  in  vocal  music,  and  to  be  capable  of  conducting  a  sing- 
ing class  among  the  young  men  and  women.  The  instruction  thus  communi- 
cated would  enable  him,  with  such  encouragement  as  he  might  receive  from  the 
clergyman,  to  form  a  respectable  vocal  choir  for  the  village  church.  This  in  it- 
self would  increase  the  attendance  on  Divine  worship  among  the  uneducated, 
and  would  spread  an  interest  in  the  services  of  religion  which  might  prove  the 
first  step  to  more  important  benefits.  A  relish  for  such  pursuits  would  be  io 
itself  an  advance  in  civilization,  as  it  would  doubtless  prove  in  time  the  means  of 
weaning  the  population  from  debasing  pleasures,  and  would  associate  their 
amusements  with  their  duties." 

We  have  purposely  produced  what  was  originally  intended  for  the  good 
of  our  parochial  schools,  in  order  that  we  may  thereby  provoke  the  masters 
and  managers  of  the  higher  schools  to  introduce  this  new  element.  For 
why  should  not  the  alumni  of  the  higher  schools  both  then  and  afterwards 
join  their  voices  in  the  congregation  ?  What  is  said  of  the  congregations 
on  the  continent,  and  what  we  know  to  be  the  case  with  Dissenters  in  this 
country,  and  with  charity  and  other  schools  where  singing  is  systematically 
taught,  can  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind  that  a  much  greater  number  of 
voices  would  be  raised  in  the  services  of  the  sanctuary,  if  pains  were  taken 
to  encourage  and  instruct  all  our  children  in  the  use  of  such  gifts  as  God 
has  given  them.  At  the  same  time  we  would  not  stop  here.  Wherever 
it  was  possible  we  would  have  them  taught  some  musical  instrument  or 
other — the  piano,  for  instance.  Why  should  not  boys  be  taught  this  in- 
strument as  regularly  as  the  other  sex  ?  It  \^ould  be  to  them  a  much 
more  valuable  accomplishment.  The  softer  sex  have  an  endless  variety  of 
in-door  occupations ;  why  should  not  ours  have  this  one  at  all  events  ? 

And  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the  writer  having  a  musical  hobby  him- 
self is  therefore  induced  to  advise  his  neighbours  to  mount  similar  animals 
and  ride  them  to  death.  It  is  his  misfortune  to  be  unable  to  sing,  or  to 
play  on  any  instrument,  or  to  draw  anything  beyond  a  fair  diagram  to 
illustrate  Euclid's  "Elements,"  or  Hymer's  "Conic  Sections;"  for  these 
were  subjects  which  he  was  never  taught  in  his  younger  days,  and  he  has 
now  by  no  means  unfrequently  to  bewail  his  loss.  But  he  has  lived  much 
with  the  young — has  watched  them,  and  studied  their  ways  and  wants ; 
he  has  also  been  responsible  to  God,  their  parents,  and  themselves,  for 
their  intellectual  advancement  and  their  moral  and  religious  welfare; 
and  he  has  long  been  of  opinion  that  besides  and  after  such  considera- 
tions as  he  formerly  advocated,  nothing  could  be  more  conducive  to  the 
saving  them  from  moral  and  physical  evil  than  the  giving  them  a  taste 
for  and  some  experience  in  as  many  occupations  of  this  kind  as  possible. 
A  boy  that  has  made  some  progress  in  any  such  art  does  not  bring  half 
the  anxiety  [in  his  rearing  that  the  boy  does,  who  takes  no  interest  in 
anything,  and  he  is  far  better  trained  besides.  The  difference  is  so  great 
between  the  two  cases,  that  we  are  tempted  to  say,  Save  us  from  the  boy  of 
fifteen  that  can  neither  sing,  nor  play,  nor  draw,  nor  do  any  one  wholesome 
in-door  amusement, 
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But,  besides  wliat  has  been  said  of  miisic^  vocal  and  instrumental, 
similar  good  results  may  be  obtained  from  drawing.  In  this  art  also  we 
would  baye  every  child  to  be  instructed.  Though  this  is  not  now  our 
object,  yet  we  may  say,  that  to  yery  few,  if  to  any  at  all,  would  it  be  other 
than  a  most  useful  power  in  after  life,  and  at  the  same  time  one  not  easily 
abused.  The  artisan  of  every  degree  wants  it  constantly,  and  even  the 
agricultural  labourer  would  often  be  able  to  turn  it  to  account ;  and  in  con- 
sequence every  possible  encouragement  is  at  length  being  wisely  given  to 
this  branch  of  instruction  by  the  authorities  who  preside  over  the  national 
education.  But  the  tradesman,  the  farmer,  the  merchant,  the  solicitor, 
the  barrister,  the  clergyman,  the  magistrate,  one  and  all  require  it,  and 
many  a  time  and  oft  suffer  from  their  want  of  it;  and  all  this  in  ad- 
dition to  its  ordinary  uses  as  an  agreeable,  useful,  and  healthy  recreation 
from  severer  studies.  But  it  must  be  commenced  in  very  early  life.  A 
striking  proof  of  this  has  come  to  light,  it  seems,  since  the  opening  of  the 
Great  Exhibition ;  as  appears  from  these  remarks  in  the  "  Times  "  a  month 
or  two  ago :  "  This  is  just  the  old  story.  Little  boys  are  not  properly 
drilled  at  home,  and  so  do  httle  at  school ;  and  they  turn  their  University 
career  to  very  little  account,  because  they  are  not  properly  grounded 
before  they  enter  Oxford  or  Cambridge.  Everywhere  the  cry  is  to  begin 
earlier  or  the  re^  is  of  no  use.  If  a  boy  will  not  learn  grammar,  he  will 
never  be  a  philosopher,  a  lawyer,  or  a  divine.  Of  course  this  is  too  true, 
and  it  is  only  one  more  testimony  to  its  truth,  that  we  find  these  distin- 
guished authorities  proclaiming,  after  ten  years'  hard  labour,  'Past  ex- 
perience has  proved,  that  without  sound  elementary  instruction  in  drawing, 
which  is  the  education  of  the  eye  and  hand,  all  satisfactory  progress  in  or- 
namental art  is  difficult,  if  not  impracticable.'  Probably  there  are  few 
persons  arrived  at  the  age  of  discretion,  whose  own  bitter  experience  does 
not  confirm  the  truth  of  this  remark.  Youth  is  the  season  for  elementary 
instruction  in  every  art  and  science,  and,  if  that  foundation  is  not  laid,  the 
scholar  or  artist  or  professional  man  is  ever  after  dogged  by  the  necessity 
of  making  up  arrears  and  learning  expressly  what  he  ought  to  have  had 
long  since  at  his  fingers'  ends." 

But  if  we  would  fight  successfully  against  the  evil  tendencies  of  our 
common  nature,  and  the  additional  "  dead-weight"  of  the  inexhaustible  pro- 
duce of  parlour,  railway,  black,  blue,  and  red  libraries,  and  the  other  even 
worse  commodilies  furnished  by  the  class  of  authors  already  mentioned,  we 
must  leave  no  minute  unoccupied.  Encourage  among  young  people  every  spe- 
cies of  rational,  healthy,  active  out-door  amusement.  Mix  with  them  as 
much  as  possible ;  share  in  them  ;  elevate  them.  Let  such  amusements 
be  considered  an  acknowledged  part  of  the  day's  routine  ;  as  little  as  pos* 
sibl  ^  being  left  to  accident.  If  we  could  but  be  brought  to  adopt  in  all  its 
fulness  the  advice  of  the  author  of  "Friends  in  Council," — a  man  bom  to 
meet  some  of  the  most  subtle  evils  of  these  times — it  could  not  be  lonp 
before  a  change  for  the  better  would  be  produced  on  the  rising  generation. 
The  following  will  convey  to  our  readers  an  idea  of  our  meaning : — 

"  There  is  a  theory  which  has  done  singular  mischief  to  the  cause  of  recrea- 
tion and  of  general  cultivation.  It  is  that  men  cannot  excel  in  more  things  than 
one ;  and  that  if  they  can  they  had  better  be  quiet  about  it.  '  Avoid  music,  do 
not  cultivate  art,  be  not  known  to  excel  in  any  craft  but  your  own,'  says  many 
a  worldly-minded  parent,  thereby  laying  the  foundation  of  a  narrow,  greedy 
character,  and  destroying  means  of  happiness  and  improvement  which  success, 
or  even  real  excellence,  in  one  profession  only  cannot  give.    This  is,  indeed,  a 


420  MINOR   SUGGESTIONS. 

sacrifice  of  tbe  end  of  the  living  for  the  means.  Another  check  to  recreation  is 
the  narrow  way  in  which  people  have  hitherto  been  brought  up  at  schools  and 
colleges.  The  classics  are  pre-eminent  works.  To  acquire  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  them  is  an  admirable  discipline.  Still,  it  would  be  well  to  give  a  youth 
but  few  of  these  great  works,  and  so  leave  time  for  various  arts,  accomplish- 
ments, and  knowledge  of  external  things  exemplified  by  other  means  than 
books.  If  this  cannot  be  done  but  by  overworking,  then  it  had  better  not  be 
done ;  for  of  all  things  that  must  be  avoided.  But  surely  it  can  be  done.  At 
present  many  a  man  who  is  versed  in  Greek  metre,  and  afterwards  full  of  lav 
reports,  is  childishly  ignorant  of  nature.  Let  him  walk  with  an  intelligent 
child  for  a  morning,  and  the  child  will  ask  him  a  hundred  questions  about  suDi 
moon,  stars,  plants,  birds,  building,  farming,  and  the  like,  to  which  he  can  give 
very  sorry  answers,  if  any.  Or,  at  the  best,  he  has  but  a  second-hand  acquaint- 
ance with  nature.  Men's  conceits  are  his  main  knowledge.  Whereas,  if  he 
had  any  pursuits  connected  with  nature,  all  nature  is  in  harmony  with  it,  is 
brought  into  his  presence  by  it;  and  it  affords  at  once  cultivation  and  re- 
creation. 

"  But,  independently  of  these  cultivated  pursuits,  which  form  a  high  order  of 
recreation,  boyhood  should  never  pass  without  the  boy's  learning  several  modes 
of  recreation  of  the  humbler  kind.  A  parent,  or  teacher,  seldom  does  a  kinder 
thing  by  the  child  under  his  care,  than  when  he  instructs  it  in  some  manly 
exercise,  some  pursuit  connected  with  nature  out  of  doors^  or  even  some 
domestic  game.  In  hours  of  fatigue,  anxiety,  sicknes8»  or  worldly  ferment, 
such  means  of  amusement  may  delight  the  grown-up  man  ^hen  otner  things 
would  fail.  An  indirect  advantage,  but  a  very  considerable  one,  attendant  upon 
various  modes  of  recreation  is,  that  they  provide  opportunities  of  excelling  in 
something  to  boys  and  men  who  are  dull  in  things  which  form  the  staple  of 
education.  A  boy  cannot  see  much  difference  between  the  nominative  and 
genitive  cases — still  less  any  occasion  for  aorists — but  he  is  a  good  band  at  some 
game  or  other ;  and  he  keeps  up  his  seff-resjpect,  and  the  respect  of  others  for 
him,  upon  his  prowess  in  that  game.  He  is  oetter  and  happier  on  that  account, 
and  it  is  well  too  that  the  worid  around  him  should  know  that  excellence  is 
not  all  of  one  form." 

Sucli  are  the  shrewd  remarks  of  this  expellent  writer ;  and  they  almost 
exhaust  the   subject.      Else  we  had  purposed  to   call  attention  further 
to  other   matters  which   are  calculated  to  help   forward  the    object  we 
have  in  view ; — such  as  the  desirableness  of  imparting  a  knowledge  of 
botany  for  instance,  at  least  of  the  common  English  flowers,  of  local  anti- 
quities, of  manufactures,  of  natural  history,  even  if  this  were  only  done  in 
a  very  elementary  and  simple  style.     For,  take  a  specimen  of  the  majority 
of  young  men  just  leaving  school  for  the  universities,  or  to  prepare  for 
professional  life.     You  are  his  father's  friend,  and  have  invited  him  to 
spend  a  day  or  two  with  you  in  the  country.     You  meet  him  at  the  station 
and  dri^e  him  across  a  rich  productive  district  to  your  dwelling.     When 
you  have  inquired  afler  his  friends  and  prospects,  you  begin  to  talk  to  him 
about  such  objects  as  you  pass.     Before  long  you  find  he  does  not  know 
anything  of  crops  or  agricultural  matters  generally ;    he  cannot  tell  whe- 
ther the  field  you  are  passing  is  wheat,  or  barley,  or  oats ;  whether  the 
cattle  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  are  of  the  Devonshire  or  Hereford 
breed ;  be  thinks,  however,  looking  at  their  heads,  that  they  are  not  short- 
horns.    At  the  village  you  find  he  is  equally  ignorant  of  styles  of  architec- 
ture ;  and  has  not  the  faintest  notion  whether  the  church  is  Early  English 
or  Perpendicular.    You  fall  back  upon  railway  travelling  and  its  advantages, 
that  is,  when  carefully  managed  ;  but  your  companion  takes  no  interest  in 
steam,  or  commerce,  or  manufactures,  or  even  in  the  electric  telegraph. 
On  arriving  you  catch  sight  of  the  conservatory ;  but  you  discover  that  he 
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knows  nothing  of  foreign  plants,  and  nothing  of  English  productions  be- 
yond the  daisy  and  the  buttercup,  to  which  he  had  been  introduced  by  his 
nurse  sixteen  years  ago.  Afler  dinner  you  are  reminded  of  the  great  Duke, 
and  then  of  India,  Spain,  Belgium,  history  and  geography  ;  and  you  feel 
certain  you  have  hit  the  right  vein.  But  your  guest  has  no  taste  for  such 
topics,  and  does  not  even  read  the  newspapers,  except  one — one  which  you 
have  heard  of  but  never  seen.  Suddenly  it  occurs  to  you  that  your  new 
friend  is  a  juyenile  Barham,  or  an  incipient  Parry.  Never  were  you  more 
mistaken.  In  despair  you  give  up  taking  the  lead  in  conversation,  and 
allow  the  young  gentleman  himself  to  give  the  tone.  At  length  you  make 
the  discovery  that  the  youth  does  know  something  of  a  cigar — he  can  talk 
about  horses  and  dogs — he  takes  an  interest  in  the  last  Derby,  the  next  St. 
Leger,  and  the  coming  boat-race :  he  has  an  idea  too  that  he  knows  the 
flavour  of  old  port,  and  believes  himself  equal  to  driving  a  tandem  ;  but  he 
does  not  feel  the  smallest  interest  in  any  rational  or  useful  subject  or  occu- 
pation, and  cannot  take  a  part  in  any  sensible  or  improving  conversation. 
A  sorrow  for  your  old  acquaintance  steals  over  you,  mingled  with  a  feeling 
of  thankfulness  that  it  has  pleased  God  in  his  wisdom  to  make  or  leave 
you  childless ;  and  then  you  begin  to  wonder  what  part  such  a  youth  can 
be  destined  to  take  in  the  progress  of  the  world. 

This  is  no  fancy  portrait :  we  wish  it  were.  We  have  seen  too  many 
who  might  have  sat  for  it.  And  so  have  our  readers  too.  The  suggestions 
we  have  ventured  to  offer  would,  we  cannot  but  think,  tend  to  diminish  the 
number  of  this  class ;  and  would  therefore  prove,  if  adopted,  a  benefit  to 
parents  and  guardians,  to  the  young  themselves,  to  society  at  large,  to  their 
Church  and  to  their  country. 

C.  P. 
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Translated  from  the  German  of  Dr.  Weiss,  Professor  of  Joachimsthal 

College  at  Berlin,  by  Dr.  A,  Selfs, 

{Continued Jrom  p.  395.) 

SEVENTH    LETTER. 

Scientific  erudition  of  the  Germans, — I%e  English  seek  to  realiz'j  the  Actualr-- 
their  sense  of  the  Usefuly  and  their  dislike  of  Abstraction. — Versed  in 
Classics,  but  not  Scholars, — Non  Scholcs  sed  Vitcs  discimus, — Aversion  to 
Educational  Innovations  and  Eocperiments, — Their  Education  pervaded  and 
sttpported  by  Religion  and  National  Feeling. 

An  English  clergyman  said  one  day  to  me,  "  In  Germany  you  engage  in 
research  as  if  knowledge  were  the  end  of  life.  Scripture  teaches  us  differ- 
ently. Your  restless  thirst  for  knowledge  impedes  the  pursuit  of  truth. 
I  feel  almost  an  aversion  mingled  with  terror  when  I  think  of  your  scientific 
inquiries,  particularly  of  your  philosophy ;  not  that  it  is  too  sublime  for 
me,  but  because  it  leaves  behind  the  constant  doubt  whether  the  system  in 
which  I  have  believed,  I  might  say  adhered  to  with  confidence,  will  not  have 
to  be  abandoned  for  another  which  lays  equal  claims  to  infallibility.  There 
is  no  rest  and  no  peace  in  the  intellectual  pursuits  of  your  countrymen, 
neither  is  there  any  loyalty ;  for  you  treat  all  your  scientific  systems  as 
Don  Juan  treated  his  mistresses.  For  my  part,  I  would  rather  sit  down 
quietly  under  my  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and  be  able  to  enjoy  in  comfort 
tiie  fruits  of  my  literary  researches  without  fear  of  seeing  my  pleasures 
spoiled  in  the  next  moment." 
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This  was  speaking  like  a  true  Englishman^  and  to  overthrow  these  accu- 
sations I  need  only  have  appealed  to  the  different  kinds  of  divine  callings 
which  each  nation  has  specially  received.  Providence  has  given  a  spirit  of 
inquiry  to  mankind  in  general,  but  it  has  bestowed  it  on  the  German  nation 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  make  them  feel  that  all  their  peace  and  happiness 
consists  in  the  search  after  truth.  Lessing  was  therefore  quite  aware  of  the 
genius  of  the  German  nation  when  he  said  that  this  indefatigable  desire 
after  truth  was  preferable  to  the  possession  of  the  truth  itself;  it  is  this, 
indeed,  which  forms  all  our  bliss  and  all  our  necessity. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  value  of  English  philosophy  may  be  easily  learnt 
from  a  glance  cast  on  the  subjects  which  they  term  philosophical.  Whilst 
they  are  so  immersed  in  active  pursuits  as  to  call  our  philosophy  **  a  good- 
for-nothing  knowledge,'*  the  excessive  influence  which  the  practical  exerts 
over  them  often  entirely  prevents  them  from  having  the  slightest  idea  of 
what  it  is  which  holds  the  world  together. 

But  the  satisfaction  which  we  derive  to  ourselves  from  a  mutual  compa- 
rison of  this  kind  ought  not  to  make  us  blind  to  the  evils  which  exist  in 
the  false  scheme  of  German  philosophy. 

Could  I,  for  instance,  gainsay  the  opinions  of  an  antagonist  who  should 
maintain  that  the  tendency  to  inquiry  has  been  liable  to  lead  us  into  the 
mania  of  only  seeking  to  revile  one  another  in  our  philosophical  pursuits  1 
Could  I  take  our  theology  under  my  protection,  as  if  it  had  kept  itself  en- 
tirely free  from  indulging  in  the  mere  pleasure  of  criticism  to  such  an  extent 
that  even  many  honest  believers  cannot  separate  belief  from  the  charms  of 
dialectics?  The  ancient  German  theology  contained  in  the  far-famed 
**  Golden  Book,"  which  also  Luther  has  praised,  and  the  German  theology 
of  our  days,  with  the  meaning  that  is  now  affixed  to  it  in  England,  form 
such  a  contrast  as  we  have  never  before  witnessed  in  the  spiritual  trans- 
formation of  any  other  Christian  people,  although  there  is  only  an  interval 
of  three  centuries  between  them.  The  endeavours  made  by  Strauss  to  ex- 
plain the  biblical  history  as  being  a  series  of  myths  would  have  met  vfith. 
the  most  decided  opposition  in  England,  if  it  had  been  only  for  the  sake  of 
the  predilection  which  the  people  of  that  country  entertain  for  historical 
and  personal  facts. 

I  might,  perhaps,  in  reply  to  these  objections,  have  alluded  to  England's 
insular  and  retired  situation  in  contrast  to  the  one  which  Grermwiy  occupies 
in  the  very  middle  of  Europe,  as  a  reason  why  the  first  is  preserved  from 
many  of  the  doctrinal  controversies  that  disturb  other  countries,  whereas 
Germany  seems  to  be  the  restless  ever-beating  heart  of  intellectual  life  on 
earth,  and  the  focus  of  so  much  excitability.  More  shut  out  from  inter- 
course vnth  others,  the  English  have  a  more  individual  and  more  uniform 
spiritual  existence,  and,  moreover,  they  are  less  eager  than  we  are  to  pass 
beyond  the  boundaries  that  nature  has  set  down  for  them.  In  fact,  a 
German  is  able  to  divest  himself  of  his  own  nature  whenever  his  propensity 
for  research  and  experiment  is  struck  by  a  new  occurrence.  The  English 
are  not  so  much  agitated  by  opposite  passions  as  to  fall  into  extremes.  It 
is  interesting  to  observe  how  steadily,  nay  obstinately,  they  have  adhered 
from  generation  to  generation  to  one  and  the  same  spirit  which  pervades 
every  age  and  inspires  nearly  every  individual  in  it,  and  which  gives  energy 
to  their  general  persuasions,  and  power  to  their  common  endeavours. 
Thus,  in  follovnng  up  the  series  of  their  philosophers,  we  find  all  of  them 
ridiculing  these  misty  speculations  and  empty  subtilties.  How  clearly 
does  the  excellent  John  of  Salisbury,  the  pupil  of  Abelard,  teach  that  all 


LETTERS  OF   A   GERMAN.  423 

the  erudition  of  his  time  appeared  to  him  to  be  idle  and  barren,  and  how 
decidedly  did  he  insist  on  simplicity,  perspicuity,  and  a  due  regard  to  the 
special  end  of  life.  He  would  have  all  knowledge  manifest  itself  in  action, 
all  thought  in  will,  and  he  endeavoured  to  convince  his  contemporaries  that 
if  they  acted  otherwise  they  were  in  danger  of  losing  truth  in  pursuing 
knowledge.  The  well-known  expression  which  Merck  made  use  of  to 
Goethe  contained  no  other  idea  than  this,  which  has  already  for  centuries 
been  characteristic  of  the  English.  To  realise  ideas  (such  were  almost  his 
words)  was  useless  and  mere  nonsense  ;  but  to  raise  and  ennoble  the  actual 
was  a  fruitful  and  praiseworthy  task.  The  name  of  Bacon  has  become  nearly 
identical  with  this  principle  of  beginning  with  individual  facts,  and  not  with 
generalities,  whether  we  think  of  his  essays  or  of  his  *'  Augmenta  Scientia- 
rum.'*  His  ridicule  was  directed  towards  those  who  overvalued  speculation, 
and  towards  the  adoratio  intellectus  kumani  qucB  homines  ahduxit  a  con^ 
templatione  naturcB  atque  ab  experientid  ad  propria  ingenii  eommenta, 
Locke's  writings  contain  many  similar  passages.  This  philosopher  speaks 
in  favour  of  the  emulation  produced  in  schools  by  the  expectation  of 
prizes,  proving  thus  how  little  he  trusted  on  an  innate  desire  of  knowledge 
among  the  youth  of  his  country  ;  but  however  adapted  this  may  be  to 
English  education,  it  is  certainly  not  a  philosophical  idea. 

The  English  do  not  look  with  contempt  on  the  use  of  moral  motives, 
which  we  should  regard  as  mere  nothings,  things  too  superficial  and  petty 
to  be  taken  into  account,  whereas  they  only  think  of  the  moral  influence 
and  of  its  being  capable  of  leading  the  will  in  a  right  direction  and  guiding 
it  securely  to  the  end  in  view.     Whereas  we  are  rather  inclined  to  repair  at 
once  to  the  highest  and  purest  motives,  and  would  consider  worldly  rewards 
as  unworthy  of  virtuous  or  noble  designs.     A  similar  feeling  in  matters  of 
divinity  has  made  us  nearly  Antinomists,  for  fear  lest  justification  might 
be  thought  to  be  obtained  by  an  optis  operatum  instead  of  faith.     This, 
too,  has  made  us  so  averse  to  all  religious  ceremonies  and  outward  deeds. 
The  English  pay  strict  regard  to  the  regulations  respecting  Sundays  and 
holidays  ;  and  yet,  if  we  look  into  their  most  popular  and  religious  books, 
such,  for  example,  as  "The  Dairyman's  Daughter,"  and  a  little  moral 
treatise,  entitled,  '^  A  Trap  to  Catch  a  Sunbeam,"  we  shall  find  it  recom- 
mended in  these  works,  chiefly  through  appealing  to  the  duties  of  order 
and  cleanliness,  and  that  the  purely  religious  motives  from  which  these 
spring  are  left  in  the  back-ground.     With  us  it  often  happens  that  by  over- 
straining the  intellectual  and  religious  faculties  of  the  mind,  those  of  the 
moral  order  have  lost  their  power. 

This  sense  of  what  is  efficient,  useful,  and  adequate,  and  the  total  ab- 
sence of  abstract  theory,  may  be  traced  throughout  all  the  details  of  English 
education,  as  well  as  in  its  general  features.  How  practical,  for  instance, 
are  their  rules  for  punctuation,  although  they  do  not  appear  very  rational 
to  us ;  yet,  they  answer  their  purpose,  for  they  prevent  mistakes. 

They  consider  our  German  education  to  be  destitute  of  proper  notions  as 
to  what  is  attainable.  They  particularly  dwell  on  the  occurrences  of  the 
year  1848,  as  a  proof  of  the  unsoundness  of  our  educational  principles, 
though  to  a  greater  degree  than  is  justifiable.  *'  Your  learned  schools," 
they  say,  "  cut  a  very  poor  figure  then ;  all  your  young  men  were  in  a  state 
of  exaltation,  and  gave  vent  in  public  meetings  to  nothing  but  vague  gene- 
ralities on  what  the  state  and  the  constitution  ought  to  be,  without  ever  in- 
quiring whether  they  could  be  what  they  ought.    You  seem  thus  to  send 
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your  youQg  people  from  school  with  nothing  to  guide  them  through  life  bat 
theory,  fancy,  and  speculation." 

Many  a  traveller  has  spoken  in  this  manner,  and  those  amongst  the 
English  who  were  not  in  the  country  at  the  time  are  glad  enough  to  assent 
to  what  such  men  say. 

It  is  curious,  however,  that  the  English  nation,  practical  as  it  is,  should 
prepare  their  youth  for  entering  into  life  by  giving  them  a  more  liberal  edu- 
cation than  is  common  amoi^st  the  philosophical  Germans,  with  whom  tbe 
liberal  part  of  education  is  sooner  learnt,  to  be  sunk  in  the  merely  profes- 
sional development,  a  practice  which  causes  much  talent  to  be  lost  or  mis- 
led. No  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  the  true  application  of  the  maxinii 
**  Non  tckola  sed  vita  discimus,"  is  better  understood  in  England  than  in 
Germany.  It  would  be  an  unlucky  misunderstanding  of  that  often  repeated 
saying,  to  believe  that  schools  could  do  more  than  develop  our  faculties,  or 
that  they  should  attempt  to  impart  the  increased  amount  of  professional 
knowledge,  which  must  always  be  left  to  the  choice  and  the  future  endea- 
vours of  every  individual.  The  instruction  given  in  our  gymnasia  was  ori- 
ginally intended  to  convey  general  knowledge  only,  but  in  the  course  of 
time  it  has  been  so  much  enlarged  as  to  become  a  preparation  for  several 
classes  of  governmental  employments,  for  our  young  people  decide  on  their 
future  vocation  earlier  than  the  English.  However,  I  am  convinced  that 
sooner  or  later  the  instruction  given  in  our  gymnasia  must  be  reduced 
within  narrower  limits,  and  that  the  questions  for  the  final  examination 
which  all  the  students  must  pass,  will  not  embrace  so  large  a  circle  of  sub- 
jects as  it  does  at  present.  At  the  same  time  I  hope  that  the  qualifications 
which  are  required  for  entering  on  the  Prussian  Post-office  service,  and 
other  inferior  offices,  will  not  any  longer  be  allowed  to  stand  upon  a  par 
with  those  which  are  required  from  every  young  man  intending  to  proceed 
to  an  University. 

Until  now  English  schools  have  constantly  disregarded  both  the  censures 
passed  on  them  and  the  desires  expressed  concerning  them  by  the  public. 
Reforms  have  indeed  taken  place,  but  they  have  been  few  in  number.  Thb 
stability  is  their  distinguishing  characteristic,  if  we  compare  them  with  the 
educational  establishments  of  German  states,  particularly  those  of  Bavaria, 
which  are  subject  to  endless  changes  and  alterations.  English  literature  is 
also  very  poor  in  works  on  education,  whereas  ours  is  extravagantly  fertile  in 
this  order  of  publications,  and  chiefly  in  theories.  How  many  artificial  systems 
of  education  have  not  started  up  among  us,  and  how  many  experiments, 
attempts,  and  proposals  have  not  been  made  that  fully  proved  the  wants 
which  still  exist.  Even  the  philosophical  and  acute  Herbart  of  Konigs- 
berg  has  not  hesitated  to  propose  the  following  scheme,  namely,  that  all 
the  different  communities  should  provide  themselves  with  a  teacher  who 
should  be  neither  as  closely  connected  with  families  as  a  tutor,  nor  as  dis- 
tantly as  a  schoolmaster,  but  who  should  stand  to  them  in  the  same  sort  of 
relationship  as  that  of  domestic  physician,  a  man  who  should  be  independ- 
ent of  all  anxieties  which  might  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  his  artist's 
life ;  one  who  should  visit  regularly  as  a  physician,  make  a  diagnosis  of  the 
special  mental  requirements  of  each  child  in  the  family,  and  prescribe  edu- 
cational medicines,  as,  for  instance,  change  of  climate,  that  is  to  say,  change 
of  companions,  and  change  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  instruction 
given  to  him,  and  so  on ;  requiring  from  the  parents  themselves,  with  whom 
he  should  hold  conversations  on  the  subject,  a  proper  interest  in  and  super- 
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intendence  over  the  education  of  their  children.     Thus  the  whole  would  be 
regulated  as  a  matter  belonging  to  the  community  at  large. 

There  Was  hardly  more  soundness  in  some  other  propositions  for  national 
education,  made  by  Fichte,  when  sorrow  at  the  neglected  condition  of  the 
growing  generation  filled  his  patriotic  heart. 

Why  are  there  no  schemes  of  the  kind  in  England  1  It  is  first  of  all 
because  the  sound  kernel  of  their  inner  life  consists  of  nationality  and  reli- 
gion. To  this  kernel  everything  vvhich  is  necessary  for  the  formation  of 
character  attaches  itself,  but  only  as  an  auxiliary  or  means ;  and  once 
proved  to  be  consistent  with  it,  it  cannot  be  discarded  by  temporary  party  ^ 
opinions.  The  schools  of  Germany  are  without  any  such  fixed  nucleus, 
nor  have  they  any  traditional  principles  which  have  been  left  unshaken  for 
centuries.  Therefore  it  is  that  we  have  fallen  into  such  a  state  of  uncertainty^ 
and  are  now  searching  for  a  safe  ground  to  anchor  on.  Every  secondary 
element  of  education  wants  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  whole,  and  is  en- 
thusiastically pursued  as  the  leading  object.  The  result  is,  that  sooner  or 
later  a  movement  in  the  reverse  direction  of  necessity  takes  place. 

A  predominance  of  philological  studies,  such  as  prevailed  for  a  time  in 
Germany,  and  which  could  only  have  happened  at  a  period  when  the 
Church  seemed  to  forget  her  duties,  and  when  political  excitement  had 
subsided,  has  never  been  experienced  in  England.  Although  they  are 
well  versed  in  the  classics,  and  have  always  proved  that  they  not  only 
entertain  great  veneration  for  antiquity,  but  even  such  a  general  interest  in 
all  that  concerns  it,  as  has  sufficed  to  support  several  works  on  the  sub- 
ject, written  by  our  countrymen,  still  we  are  able  to  exhibit  a  far  longer 
succession  of  accomplished  scholars,  and,  properly  speaking,  of  learned  men. 
But  this  period  seems  to  have  passed  away  from  amongst  us,  for  never  did 
the  English  show  so  much  indifference  and  open  dislike  of  classical  learn- 
ing as  we  now  witness  in  Germany,  where  many  have  declared  of  late  that 
classical  learning  had  outlived  itself.  Thus  we  fluctuate  between  ardent 
zeal  and  eager  aversion,  between  enthusiasm  and  utter  relaxation,  whilst 
English  school  learning,  education,  and  literature  has  throughout  kept  a 
steadier  pace.  In  our  country  the  g3nnnasia,  being  without  a  religious 
and  national  basis,  have  been  susceptible  of  a  new  leading  principle ;  but  as 
this  has  proved  unsatisfactory,  they  make  to  themselves  enemies  out  of 
their  own  pupils,  and  have  to  meet  with  a  general  accusation  which  they 
can  neither  rebut  nor  remedy.  The  present  age  is  dissatisfied  with  the 
extent  to  which  classical  learning  has  been  cultivated  amongst  u^  and 
youth  is  unwilling  to  devote  itself  to  its  study  any  longer.  This  change  is 
a  proof  as  well  as  a  consequence  of  the  want  of  spiritual  unity  in  our 
country,  and  of  the  want  of  a  right  direction  being  given  to  our  efforts. 
It  was  this  which  caused  Dr.  Arnold  to  make  the  observation,  that  a  Ger- 
man is  not  sufficiently  a  man,  citizen,  and  Christian,  but  either  a  mere 
functionary  or  a  literateur. 
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EIGHTH   LETTER. 

Unprejudiced  Views  which  the  JSnglish  entertain  respecting  the  relationship 
subsisting  between  Antiquity  and  the  Present  Age — between  Christianity 
and  Science, — Professor  Keole. —  Unity  and  Concord  between  the  masters  in 
promoting  the  stu^cess  of  their  School, — Plan  of  Lessons, — I^e  Bible  and  the 
Classics,'^Number  of  Daily  Lessons, — Yearly  School  Terms, — Modern 
Languages, — Method  and  Specimens  of  Examination  Questions. — Exercises 
for  the  Memory, — Translation, — More  deliberation  and  perseverance  than 
quick  interest  and  lively  participation  in  the  object, '■^Consciousness  of  what 
they  know  and  do  not  know. 

I  CONTINUE  to  explain  the  fundamentally  different  position  which  science 
and  the  pursuit  of  it  occupy  in  England  and  in  Germany,  It  will  be  seen 
in  my  last  letter,  why  it  is  that  the  English  look  with  much  less  prejudice 
than  we  do  on  the  relationship  betwixt  antiquity  and  modern  times,  and 
between  Christianity  and  science.  They  are,  before  all  things.  English- 
men and  Christians,  and  as  such  they  apply  themselves  to  antiquity 
among  their  other  studies.  They  acknowledge  and  reyere  its  relative 
superiority,  and  also  because  it  helps  to  elevate  their  own  nationality  ;  but 
in  doing  so  they  have  in  their  own  religious  and  national  feelings  such  a 
forcible  antidote  against  overvaluing  antiquity,  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
their  falling  into  a  heathenish  self-righteousnesF,  nor  into  any  of  the 
ancient  metaphysical  heresies. 

Such  aberrations  as  have  occurred  amongst  young  men,  and  those  not  the 
worst  of  their  class,  in  Germany,  who  desired  to  establish  a  republic,  the 
ideal  image  of  which  they  had  conceived  from  the  perusal  of  the 
ancients,  and  who  consumed  their  best  years  on  the  attempt  to  realize 
dreams  which  o/ten  proved  fatal  to  themselves,  are  unknown  in  England. 
However  defective  school-instruction  is  in  history,  yet  good  sense  and  the 
comprehension  of  the  difference  between  the  times  and  the  impossibility 
of  renewing  the  social  state  of  past  centuries,  prevent  them  from  enter- 
taining the  belief  that  republics  are  the  only  perfect  form  of  government. 
They  never  shape  their  political  opinions  according  to  mere  theoretic  ab- 
stractions, and  without  having  a  regard  to  things  existing.  Therefore  it 
is  that  English  youths,  even  before  they  leave  school,  have  such  conserva- 
tive tendencies  as  would  cause  them  to  appear  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 
our  democrats,  on  a  nearer  acquaintance. 

During*  a  considerable  time  the  importance  attached  to  classical  studies 
in  Germany,  and  the  ardent  zeal  exhibited  for  them,  were  so  unequalled 
that  our  establishments  and  our  learned  men  stood  aloof  from  all  com- 
parison, excepting  with  the  academy  of  Florence  during  the  middle  ages, 
when  the  republicans,  excited  by  an  ancient  philosophical  system,  caused 
all  the  other  interests  of  society  to  be  annihilated.  Nor  has  this  period 
entirely  passed  away  in  our  country,  where  there  are  many  who  still  pay 
homage  to  philology.  But  in  England,  this  is  not  the  case.  No  one 
there  would  consider  the  scholarly  qualifications  of  a  master  as  more  im- 
portant than  his  principles,  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen  of 
his  country  and  as  a  member  of  his  Church  ;  for  in  the  natural  organism 
of  life  the  latter  are  the  basis  of  the  former.  Not  that  they  talk  more 
about  the  Church  and  religious  duties  than  we  do  in  their  intercourse  with 
pupils  or  friends.  They  do  not  make  greater  professions  in  England  than 
m  Germany,  but  amongst  us  this  silence  is  too  often  a  sign  of  our  ignoring 
all  religion  whatever;  whereas  theirs  is  the  silence  of  a  full  personal 
assent,  which  is  understood  as  a  matter  of  course. 
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This  religious  and  national  basis  being  thus  so  firmly  settled,  tbey  can 
vrith.  less  prejudice  contemplate  antiquity  and  enjoy  its  salutary  influence. 
The  divine  account  of  revelation  is  in  their  opinion  something  so  entirely 
different  from  the  natural  development  of  the  human  race  amongst  the 
ancients,  that  the  two  are  separated  by  an  impassable  boundary,  and  much 
would  have  to  be  removed  ere  a  thought  could  arise  of  the  possibility  of  a 
union  between  them.  To  prefer  the  life  of  antiquity  to  the  blessings  of 
Christianity,  would  appear  to  an  English  scholar  a  retrogression  as  im« 
possible,  as  it  would  be  incompatible  with  sound  historical  principles. 

In  England  nobody  would  ever  have  thought  of  establishing  schools  of  a 
professedly  Christian  character,  for  it  would  have  been  considered  a 
quite  unnecessary  addition  ;  nor  is  the  case  altered  by  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  proposed  to  take  no  notice  of  the  slighter  sectarian  differences  of 
creed  in  the  higher  class  of  schools. 

One  instance  more,  to  prove  how  little  harm  they  think  there  is  in  listen- 
ing to  the  wisdom  of  antiquity.  Keble,  the  late  professor  of  poetry  at  Oxford, 
a  man  of  the  strictest  Church  principles,  quotes  in  the  '*  Christian  Year  "  (a 
collection  of  poems  for  every  Sunday  and  holiday  throughout  the  year) 
next  to  Scripture,  also  Homer,  ^schylus,  Herodotus,  and  others,  and  in 
his  excellent  Latin  lectures  on  the  nature  and  effect  of  poetry,  there  occur, 
amongst  remarks  on  Homer,  Pindar,  and  Sophocles,  many  well-chosen 
passages  from  sacred  writers.  Both  the  one  and  the  other  practice  would 
have  given  offence  in  Germany ;  the  pietists  would  have  objected  to  the 
citation  of  profane  authors  and  writers  on  natural  religion  among  those  of 
revealed  religion  ;  for  with  an  extravagance  too  characteristic  of  our  nation, 
they  would  not  only  purify,  but  entirely  suppress  all  the  merely  naturid 
elements  of  religion ;  and  German  scholars,  on  the  other  hand,  would  have 
objected  to  it,  as  not  harmonizing  with  the  severity  of  science,  and  as 
being  an  abuse  of  philosophy. 

We  have  a  work  on  logic  by  Twesten,  and  there  is  an  English  treatise 
by  Whately,  Archbishop  of  Dublin :  both  are  Churchmen.  It  is  quite  in 
agreement  with  our  literary  usages  that  Twesten  should  not  allow  a  trace 
of  his  profession  to  appear  in  his  "Analytic"  which  is  a  strictly  scientific 
work.  Whately,  on  the  contrary,  rendered  his  book  very  popular  by 
mixing  up  himself  with  his  system  of  logic,  and  by  not  hesitating  to  give 
numerous  examples  gathered  from  political  and  ecclesiastical  matters. 

Thus  faith  and  knowledge,  Christianity  and  antiquity,  are  by  no  means 
at  variance  in  England,  but  are  supposed  to  be  perfectly  consistent  with 
each  other,  in  the  same  way  that  two  truths  may  be  explanatory  of  one 
another,  and  each  receive  corroboration  by  their  unity.  But  a  truce  to 
general  remarks,  of  which  I  fear  there  are  too  many  already.  I  shall  now 
enter  into  particulars  concerning  the  management  of  schools. 

As  they  are  more  aware  in  England  than  amongst  us,  that  the  scope  of 
education  is  not  the  acquisition  of  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  know- 
ledge, the  masters  work  more  in  accordance  with  the  general  design,  and 
refer  to  it  all  the  individual  branches  of  instruction  for  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed; they  do  not,  as  many  masters  do  in  our  gymnasia,  try  to 
absorb  the  attention  of  their  pupils  on  the  particular  object  which  each 
teaches,  thus  losing  sight  of  the  common  end  of  the  whole.  For  whe- 
ther it  be  for  the  too  great  number  of  subjects  which  our  school-instruction 
embraces,  or  for  the  rivalry  subsisting  between  the  teachers,  who  are  eager 
to  excel  each  other,  or  because  of  the  want  of  subordination,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  the  English  virtue  of  obedience  to  law  and  authority,  it  is  a  fact 
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that  the  masters  engaged  at  our  schools  do  not  sufficiently  work  into  each 
other's  hands,  and  that  the  unruly  disposition  of  most  of  our  countrymen 
too  often  interferes  with  the  entire  unity  and  success  of  our  estahlishments. 
In  England,  of  course,  the  position  of  the  head  master  is  calculated  of  itself 
to  prevent  all  disagreement  and  rivalship,  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the 
school. 

A  certain  degree  of  self-denial  is  indispensahle  among  masters  belong- 
ing to  one  and  the  same  school,  if  instruction  is  to  be  successful  and  dis- 
cipliue  to  be  maintained,  and  unless  this  virtue  be  practised,  a  master  ivill 
never  feel  happy  in  his  task.  Thus,  I  have  known  several  cases  in  which 
English  masters,  whose  opinions  did  not  coincide  with  those  of  their  col- 
leagues, have  given  up  their  situations  rather  than  impair  the  welfare  of 
the  school  by  offering  resistance  to  their  fellow-masters. 

In  the  public  schools  of  England,  and  in  institutions  similar  to  them, 
the  classes  below  the  first  are  arranged  in  different  divisions,  corresponding 
to  the  different  branches  of  instruction  taught ;  but  as  these  are  very  few 
in  number,  those  boys  who  are  nearly  on  a  par  will  nearly  always  be  found 
associated  in  the  same  class.  At  Rugby,  in  addition  to  the  classical  divi- 
sion, there  is  only  a  mathematical  and  a  French  division.  The  English 
schools  have  in  general  fewer  subjects  of  instruction  than  any  of  ours, 
and  thtH*efore  the  amount  of  lessons  given  during  the  day  is  smaller.  The 
total  number  of  masters  is  generally  ten.  I  shall  put  together  the  lessons 
given  at  Harrow  and  at  Rugby,  in  the  sixth  form,  during  the  first  three 
days  of  the  week.  They  are  taken  from  the  programmes  published  by 
both  the  schools,  and  have  very  likely  never  undergone  any  essential 
alteration: — 


Monday. 

7|  to  9. — Horace,  repetition 

and   correction  of    verses 

written. 
11   to  12. — Horace,     Odes, 

60  or  70  lines. 
3  to  4.— Homer,    Iliad,   50 

verses. 
5  to  6. — Historia  Romana, 

one  page. 


Monday. 


HARROW. 

Tuesday. 


No  lessons  the  whole  day. 


Wednesday. 

7i  to  9.— Repetition,  Greek 
tragedy,  and  correction  of 
verses. 

11  to  12.— Virgil. 

3  to  4.— Euclid. 

5  to  6.— Mttsa  Gneca,  40  or 
50  verses. 


7  to  8.— ^Septuaginta. 
i  past  10  to  ^  to  12. — Homer, 
i  past  3  to  ^  past  4. — Cicero. 
i  past  4  to  ^  past  5. — Greek 
Iambics. 


RUGBY. 

Tuesday. 


7  to  8. — Mathematics, 
i  past  10  to  ^  to  12. — 
Greek  tragedy. 


Wednesday. 


7  to  8.— Half  an  hoxit  Sep- 

tnaginta,    the    other  half 

Corp.  Poet.  Lat. 
}  past  10  to  1  to  12.— Freuch 

and  German. 
i  past  3  to  ^  past  4.— Cicero. 
I  past  4  to  J  past  S.—Greck 

prose. 


A  comparison  of  this  plan  of  lessons  with  ours,  will  prore  that  we 
emploj  our  pupils  within  a  far  shorter  space  of  time  in  many  more  differ- 
ent kinds,  which  succeed  to  each  other,  no  matter  how.  The  consequence 
is,  that  with  us  the  greater  part  of  the  pupils  are  unahle  to  concentrate 
their  attention  on  this  uninterrupted  change  of  heterogeneous  matters. 
Obliged,  as  they  are,  to  remain  for  hours  long  on  the  same  spot,  and  sit- 
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ting  on  their  school  forms  commonly  in  a  crooked  position,  they  soon  find 
their  bodily  strength  worn  out,  and  their  mental  powers  are  the  more  sure 
to  give  way  under  the  overstrained  efforts  required  by  this  long  and  rapid 
succession  of  lessons.  However,  this  can  hardly  be  remedied  as  long  as 
we  teach  so  much  as  we  do.  The  public  schools  in  England  escape  these 
•  disadvantages.  For  there  the  boys  have  between  every  two  lessons  a 
short  interval  for  bodily  vecreation,  which  also  gives  them  time  the  better 
to  think  over  and  digest  what  they  have  heard  and  learned.  Not  more 
than  four  lessons  are  given  in  the  day.  Some  days  they  have  only  two, 
and  in  the  whole  week  not  above  eighteen.  There  is  thus  more  time  for 
preparing  exercises.  Some  boys  have,  besides  their  college  lessons,  a  tutor, 
who  teaches  them  either  the  same  or  different  things  to  what  they  learn 
at  school.  The  above  sketches  show  that  there  is  more  classical  instruc- 
tion given  at  Harrow  than  at  Ragby,  where  the  Eible  and  the  classics,  as 
the  basis  of  instruction,  received  from  Dr.  Arnold  the  addition  of  mathe* 
matics  and  French,  though  merely  as  secondary  objects.  Such  is  also  the 
case  at  Eton,  where  they  insisted  upon  keeping  what  they  had,  and  would 
not  yield  to  the  impetuous  demands  of  tlye  age,  that  they  ought  to  teach 
other  objects  of  instruction  besides.  A  modern  writer  replies,  in  answer 
to  the  desire  expressed  for  the  extension  of  the  branches  of  education,  in 
the  following  words : — "  I  hope  that  the  name  of  Etonian  will  never  be 
synonymous  with  that  of  Margites,  who  voW*  iiiriaTaro  epya  icaKwc 
l^iliriaraTo  iravra.  Even  a  very  recent  establishment.  King's  College  at 
London,  where  History  and  Geography,  Mathematics  and  Arithmetic, 
English,  French,  and,  in  the  higher  classes  German,  and  Drawing  are 
also  taught,  attaches  to  all  these  branches  only  an  inferior  importance. 
In  this  College,  where  no  boarders  are  taken,  the  lessons  last  from  nine 
to  three  o'clock,  on  Saturday  till  half-past  twelve.  On  the  other  days 
there  is  an  intermission  of  one  hour  at  noon.  In  the  High  School  at 
Edinburgh,  the  school  hours  are  from  nine  to  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock, 
and  in  the  afternoon,  with  the  exception  of  Saturday,  from  one  to  three 
or  four  o'clock.  The  succession  of  the  lessons  is  well  arranged  4  all  the 
pupils  must  attend  to  those  on  the  dead  languages,  geography,  and  history ; 
the  rest,  such  as  mathematics  and  modern  languages,  are  not  obligatory. 

At  public  schools  the  half  year  is  still  generally  divided  into  two  quar- 
ters, one  the  language-time,  the  other 'the  history-time,  which  latter  ex- 
pression means  that  during  the  second  quarter  chiefly  ancient  historians 
are  to  be  read.  At  Rugby,  during  the  first  quarter,  they  take  Homer, 
Greek  tragedy,  Demosthenes,  Aristotle's  Ethics,  Virgil  and  Cicero,  and 
during  the  second,  Thucydides,  Arrian,  Tacitus.  It  has  long  been  a  mat- 
ter of  experience  in  England,  as  it  has  been  with  us,  that  the  pupils  in 
public  schools  do  not  learn  modern  languages,  so  as  to  be  able  to  speak 
and  write  them  with  facility.  When  a  young  man  has  regularly  gone 
through  all  the  classes  of  a  Prussian  gymnasium,  he  has  had  nearly  650 
lessons  in  French,  and  yet,  with  a  few  exceptions,  he  never  acquires  such 
a  knowledge  of  the  language  as  will  bear  any  proportion  to  the  time  spent 
upon  it.  Therefore  the  opinion  is  adopted  in  England,  that  modern  lan- 
guages are  better  learnt  out  of  school,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  no  par- 
ticular attention  is  given  to  them,  as  I  have  been  induced  to  believe  from 
public  recitations  which  I  heard.  Perhaps  they  have  also  observed  that 
ancient  languages  are  far  more  fit  for  instruction  than  the  modern  ;  for  in 
the  latter  the  expressions  are  often  at  variance  with  the  meaning  they  are 
intended  to  convey,  whereas  the  former  exhibit  more  positive  and  concise 
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forms,  and  only  sucli  tenns  as  are  perfectly  adequate  to  the  thought  of 
which  they  are  the  expression. 

I  shall  now  close  my  letter  by  adding  some  remarks  on  the  method  of 
teaching.    We  cannot  but  call  it  exceedingly  mechanical,  even  if  we  take 
the  first  class  into  account.     The  English  aim  at  quite   especial  results 
^  and  acquirements,  and  an  answer  must  be  ready  for  every  question.    There- 

fore they  burden  the  memory  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  and  are  always 
learning  by  heart.  To  impart  to  the  young  new  ideas,  to  strike  and  ia« 
terest  uieir  minds,  which  we  Germans  consider  essential  in  teaching,  would 
appear  to  them  a  practice  attended  with  vague  and  uncertun  results.  Nay^ 
they  even  openly  avow  that  subjects  of  instruction  should  not  be  made  too 
interesting  to  the  pupils,  but  that  some  amount  of  dull  taskwork  ought 
purposely  to  be  performed  in  order  to  render  them  patient  and  persevering 
in  difficulties.  So  little  do  the  English  think  of  rendering  the  road  to 
knowledge  a  flowery  pathway. 

In  the  same  way,  in  the  interpretation  of  ancient  authors,  they  do  not 
use  as  much  learning  and  grammatical  acuteness  as  is  thought  indispens- 
able in  Germany,  and  thus  they  lose  the  charm  which  arises  from  an 
insight  into  the  aesthetic  beauty  of  the  classics.  They  want  the  matter  and 
nothing  besides.  How  much  importance  they  themselves  attach  to  what 
is  positive  and  special  will  appear  from  a  review  of  their  examination 
questions,  published  in  the  educational  papers.  I  will  quote  some  of  them 
taken  at  random : — 

'*  Horace,  Ode :  Motam  ex  Metello.  Construe  and  analyse  the  two  first  verses. 
Is  the  e  in  telum  short  or  long  ?  Which  is  the  difference  between  arma  and 
armus  ?  Mention  an  adjective  derived  from  arma,  that  signifies  defenceless. 
What  sort  of  a  verb  is  tract  are,  and  from  which  other  is  it  derived  ?  On  a  pas- 
sage of  Juvenal :  Mention  the  difference  between  animus  and  anima,  mens  and 
ingenium.  Distinguish  between  servus  and  verna,  libertus  and  libertinus; 
securus,  incolurois,  and  tutus.  On  a  passage  of  Virgil :  How  do  the  synonymes 
spdes,  templum^  fanum,  delubrum,  differ  ?  How  tribus,  gens,  familia  ?  On  a 
passage  of  jEschylus :  What  is  the  difference  in  the  meaning  of  ie6\i$  and  &<rTv, 
cS  wpdrrtiy  and  fd  Totuy,  ix^P^'  and  iroA^fiof ,  KdKus  and  koKus.** 

We  cannot  help  feeling  that  there  is  an  utter  impropriety  in  questions 
like  these  being  founded  on  the  study  of  authors,  who  should  never  be  made 
use  of  for  petty  exercises,  which  are  only  fit  for  the  lower  classes  of  the 
school,  and  for  lessons  in  composition,  or  for  the  interpretation  of  easier 
and  inferior  authors.  Yet  the  same  mistake  is  committed  with  regard  to 
passages  of  Homer,  Sophocles,  Livy,  and  others  ;  for  most  of  the  questions 
given  on  them  do  not  by  any  means  refer  to  the  text  itself,  as  I  can  prove, 
but  descend  into  a  variety  of  gramnfiatical  trifles,  and  particularly  into  the 
anecdotes  and  fabulous  narrations  of  history.  With  us  a  classical  author 
is  not  considered  such  a  corpus  vile,  on  v^hich  all  kinds  of  experiments 
j  may  be  made,  utterly  independent  of  his  own  style,  life,  and  spirit. 

;  However,  there  were  other  kinds  of  questions  which  were  better  calcu- 

I  lated  for  advanced  classical  scholars ;  but  even  in  these  the  author  himself 

1  served  only  as  a  stock  on  which  to  graft  some  other  subject.     Thus  a  pas- 

I  sage  of  Thucydides,  where  a  fleet  was  mentioned,  gave  occasion  for  a  question 

on  the  history  of  the  naval  power  of  Athens,  and  for  a  description  gf  the 
way  in  which  vessels  were  manned  and  fitted  out  at  different  times.  From 
a  passage  of  Demosthenes  was  required  a  history  of  the  Archons,  an  enu- 
meration and  explanation  of  the  Greek  names  for  months,  and,  in  addition 
to  this,  a  comparison  of  the  Doric  and  Ionic  character.     With  these  ques- 
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tioDS  several  translations  copied  in  tbe  printed  papers  well  deserve  to  be 
put  on  a  level,  for  they  exhibited  no  common  degree  of  correctness  and 
nicety ;  as,  for  instance,  a  Latin  translation  of  a  part  of  Otfried  MtiUer's 
History  of  Greek  Literature,  and  a  Greek  version  of  a  chapter  of  Cicero's 
orations  against  Verres. 

Tbe  English  require  tbe  frequent  citation  of  parallel  passages,  through 
which  practice  tbe  attention  given  to  classical  subjects  is  considerably  in- 
ereased,  and  an  occasion  afforded  for  using  and  giving  proof  of  tbe  know- 
ledge acquired.  Kicbard  Bentley  once  found  bis  son  deeply  engaged  in 
tbe  perusal  of  a  novel,  and  asked  him,  "Why  read  a  book  you  cannot  quote?** 
as  if  the  novel  was  on  that  account  alone  unfit  reading  for  the  young  stu- 
dent, and  as  if  the  impression  which  books  may  leave  on  the  mmd  was  no 
matter  for  consideration.  Of  course,  an  Englishman,  you  will  say,  will 
always  ask  ^bat  use  be  can  make  of  a  thing?  However,  the  question 
asked  by  Bentley  is  equally  characteristic  of  the  method  of  study  which  is 
enjoined  on  young  people.  They  allow  them  only  a  limited  number  of 
books  to  read,  and  those  few  must  be  also  the  more  carefully  impressed  on 
tbe  memory.  Fowell  Buxton  writes  thus  to  his  son :  "  Read  multum,  not 
multa  ;  homo  unius  libri ;  and  learn  by  heart  everything  that  strikes  you.*' 
Thus  they  do  at  schools  and  universities ;  they  are  even  allowed  to  present 
themselves  for  examination  with  an  author  chosen  by  themselves,  or  with 
a  certain  number  of  his  works ;  indeed,  they  are  encouraged  in  this  prac- 
tice. "  Let  them  read  what  they  will,  only  decide  at  once  what  it  is  to  be.'* 
This  applies  rather  more  to  Oxford  and  Cambridge  than  to  public  schools, 
where  a  considerable  number  of  authors  is  made  use  of,  partly  in  the  school 
lessons,  partly  with  the  tutor,  and  where  the  exercises  are  shortened,  lest 
tbe  pupils  should  have  too  much  to  do.  This  old  arrangement  was  much 
approved  of  by  Dr.  Arnold,  who  was  not,  however,  blind  to  some  of  the  dis- 
advantages connected  with  it.  It  would  have  rather  puzzled  a  German 
teacher  to  find  him  writing  thus :  **  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  believe  that 
boys  ought  to  comprehend  everything  they  learn  by  heart.  Providence 
has  supplied  the  younger  age  with  a  retentive  memory,  independent  of  the 
reasoning  powers,  whereas  an  adult  is  hardly  ever  able  to  retain  anything 
unless  he  comprehends  it."  This  opinion  is,  however,  quite  correct ;  and 
it  is  certain  that  in  our  schools  we  are  too  much  afraid  of  teaching  mecha- 
nically, and  that,  for  this  reason,  we  give  over  exercising  the  memory  at  too 
early  a  period.  Dr.  Arnold  has  even  defended  a  book  so  un systematical  as 
the  old  Eton  Grammar.  He  only  wished  such  monstrosities  removed  from 
it  as  hie,  hcecy  hoc  for  tbe  article,  and  ekeyov  for  the  aorist.  This  grammar 
has  since  then  been  replaced  by  another,  which  is  a  much  better  one.  It 
is  chiefly  through  deference  to  tbe  old  traditional  methods  of  teaching  that 
tbe  English  insist  upon  their  old  principle,  that  rules  ought  to  be  learnt 
before  reason,  expecting  that  the  comprehension  of  such  rules  will  ensue 
later,  and  entertaining  no  apprehension  of  a  too  mechanical  mode  of 
teaching. 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  from  this  that  tbe  English  do  not  read 
ancient  authors  critically,  But  the  end  they  have  in  view  in  translating  is 
to  develop  the  mental  powers,  and  to  give  facility  in  the  use  of  the  English 
language.  Dr.  Arnold  says  that  Greek  and  Latin  lessons  ought  at  the 
same  time  to  be  lessons  in  English.  Every  passage  is  looked  upon  as  a 
problem,  tbe  first  diflaculty  of  which  is  indeed  as  to  what  is  its  meaning  ; 
but  the  second  and  principal  question  is,  how  it  may  be  rendered  into  the 
best  English.     Several  English  masters  said  to  me  that  they  believed  we 
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were  satisfied  with  a  more  general  apprehension  of  the  meaning  of  an 
author  than  thej  thought  requisite,  and  that  we  read  more  hastily.  On 
asking  why  they  thought  so,  they  replied  that  they  supposed  so  from  the 
experience  they  had  had  of  young  people  who  had  been  educated  in  Ger< 
many,  and  who  had  afterwards  entered  English  establishments.  Bat  this 
is  certainly  too  hasty  a  conclusion  to  arrive  at. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  the  English  attach  a  moral 
importance  to  their  method  of  teaching.  For  limitation  to  a  few  subjects, 
on  which  the  attention  is  concentrated,  perseverance  exercised  untU  full 
comprehension  is  attained,  and  steady  application  to  difficult  and  harassing 
problems — all  this  tends  to  form  character;  and  it  requires  no  proof  to 
show  that  the  absence  of  strict  rules,  and  the  indulgence  in  arbitrary  and 
desultory  study,  leads,  on  the  other  hand,  to  want  of  fixed  principles  in  the 
character  and  conduct. 

At  the  installation  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  as  Rector  of  Glasgow  University, 
he  warned  the  students  in  his  speech  against  trusting  to  the  inspiration  of 
genius,  for  real  success  was  only  obtained  by  application  and  unwearied 
perseverance.  This  might  be  called  a  commentary  on  Schiller's  words,  Das 
Genie  ist  der  FleUa — Difficulty  is  the  condition  of  success,  and  our  anta- 
gonist is  our  helper. 

We  shall  not  be  doing  an  injustice  to  English  bojs  if  we  say  that  they 
seldom  show  attachment  to  any  kind  of  learning  at  all  during  the  period 
they  remain  at  school.  Their  industry  is  the  fulfilment  of  a  hard  duty. 
When  Dr.  Vaughan,  of  Harrow,  handed  to  the  captain  of  the  school  the 
medal  established  by  Peel,  shortly  after  the  death  of  this  eminent  man,  he 
said  to  him,  "You  have  deserved  this  distinction  through  your  good 
conduct,  and  the  strict  attention  you  have  paid  to  the  performance  of  your 
duties." — In  our  country  mere  fulfilment  of  duties  would  be  a  trifling 
merit, — and  we  should  be  more  inclined  to  praise  the  head  boy  in  an  establish- 
ment of  ours,  for  the  progress  he  had  made,  and  the  ardour  he  had  shown 
for  learning. 

The  consequence  of  this  calm  application  to  study,  regarded  more  in 
the  light  of  a  duty  than  anything  else,  is  that  the  results  are  rarely  very 
striking ;  but  they  are  more  uniform  and  certain  than  with  us,  and  are 
better  proofs  of  the  character.  Their  knowledge,  limited  though  it  be,  is 
connected  with  more  consciousness  of  what  still  remains  unknown  than 
it  often  is  with  us. 

Supposing  we  gave  an  English  and  German  boy  of  equal  proficiency  a 
difficult  passage  to  translate ;  I  am  afraid  the  German  would  either  be 
timid  and  confused,  or,  if  he  thought  he  understood  it,  he  would  answer 
hastily.  The  English  boy  would  first  look  at  his  passage  with  more  com- 
posure, and  would  then,  without  timidity  or  precipitation,  either  pronounce 
himself  incapable  of  understanding  it,  or  give  a  better  answer  than  the 
other.  In  any  case  he  is  sure  not  to  open  his  mouth  unless  he  knows 
what  he  is  going  to  say.  I  think  our  masters  do  not  enough  consider  how 
they  ask  such  questions  as  will  insure  silence  before  answering  them.  The 
English,  on  the  contrary,  leave  to  their  pupils  more  opportunities  of  acquir- 
ing on  subjects  as  limited  a  higher  degree  of  certainty  and  decision,  which, 
becoming  habitual,  increases  the  judgment  and  confidence  of  their  youth, 
and  bestows  on  them  more  presence  of  mind,  and  better  powers  of  discern- 
ment against  the  time  when  they  shall  have  to  act  as  independent  mem- 
bers of  society. 
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In  a  former  Number  we  gave  a  sketch  of  Mr,  Fletcher's  account  of  farm 
schools  for  charitable  purposes,  and  their  application  to  reformatory  dis- 
cipline in  the  Protestant  parts  of  Switzerland  and  Germany.  We  now 
proceed  to  notice  his  account  of  similar  institutions  in  France,  together 
with  his  remarks  on  the  farm-school  system  of  the  continent  as  applied 
to  the  preventive  and  reformatory  education  of  pauper  and  criminal  children 
in  England  and  Wales. 

The  agricultural  colonies  in  France  are  of  recent  date.  That  of  Mettray 
was  founded  in  1839,  and  has  been  the  model  of  most  of  those  formed  in 
France  during  the  last  ten  years.  These  establishments  have  generally 
originated  in  private  charity,  assisted  by  the  administration  of  the  several 
departments  or  communes,  and  by  grants  from  the  government.  They  are 
of  two  kinds :  namely,  1 .  For  the  education  and  instruction  of  pauper, 
orphan,  foundling,  or  deserted  children  ;  and,  2.  For  the  training  of  voung 
offenders,  and  especially  of  children  acquitted,  as  having  acted  without 
knowledge,  but  detained  to  be  brought  up  to  a  specified  age.  Under  the 
latter  class  a  distinction  may  be  made  between  the  penitentiary  colonies, 
founded  and  directed  by  private  individuals,  and  those  attached  to  central 
houses  of  confinement,  and  managed  by  the  state.  Of  forty-one  agricul- 
tural colonies  in  France  and  Algeria,  sixteen  are  penitentiary ;  of  which 
twelve  are  founded  and  directed  by  private  individuals,  and  four  are  directed 
by  the  state.  The  remaining  twenty-five  are  colonies  of  orphan,  foundling, 
deserted,  and  pauper  children.  Of  these  forty-one  establishments,  eighteen 
are  directed  by  laymen,  fifteen  by  ecclesiastics  or  religious  bodies,  and  eight 
are  under  a  mixed  direction,  partly  lay  and  partly  rehgious.  Three  are 
specially  devoted  to  Protestant  children,  and  two  of  these  receive  children  of 
both  sexes ;  but  all  the  rest  are  exclusively  for  boys. 

In  some  of  the  French  agricultural  colonies  the  occupations  are  only 
agricultural,  while  in  several  others  industrial  occupations  are  combined  with 
field-labour.  This  combination  gives  an  opportunity  to  the  child  of  exer- 
cising himself  in  that  occupation  which  promises  to  be  of  most  use  to  him 
after  he  has  left.  Thus,  in  a  penitentiary  colony,  it  might  often  be  a  loss 
of  time  to  employ  in  field-labour  the  son  of  a  weaver,  or  of  a  joiner,  living 
in  a  town.  Such  a  one,  when  really  reformed,  would  after  his  liberation  be 
naturally  disposed  to  return  to  his  family,  especially  if  a  good  one.  In  this 
case  it  would  be  very  important  to  secure  to  a  child,  so  circumstanced, 
some  means  of  gaining  his  livelihood  which  would  be  most  likely  to  attach 
him  to  his  paternal  home.  And  upon  this  principle,  in  all  such  instances, 
it  would  be  desirable  that  the  son  of  a  weaver,  or  a  joiner,  or  a  shoemaker, 
should  be  taught  the  trade  of  his  father.  On  the  other  hand,  orphan, 
foundling,  and  deserted  children,  and  those  born  in  the  country  or  belong- 
ing to  bad  parents,  would  be  brought  up  as  farm-labourers. 

In  France,  as  in  Belgium,  the  practical  question  is,  whether  preference 
should  be  given  to  large  or  to  small  agricultural  colonies.  The  Belgian 
view  is,  that  sufficient  effect  can  be  produced  only  by  an  establishment 
large  enough  to  permit  every  form  of  experiment  in  the  organization  of  a 
series  of  various  works,  graduated  according  to  the  capabilities  and  future 
objects  of  the  colonists.  Such  is  the  design  of  the  reformatory  schools  at 
Ruysselede ;  and  when  this  institution  is  in  full  operation,  it  will  remain  to 
be  decided,  whether  it  is  requisite  to  erect  other  similar  establishments  on 
the  same  scale,  or  to  form  branch  establishments  in  communication  with 
the  parent  institution.     In  France,  where  the  formation  of  most  of  the 
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agricultural  colonies  for  children  has  been  the  work  of  individuals^  their 
objects  are  as  various  as  their  organisation ;  and  they  have  simply  opened 
a  large  field  to  discovery  and  experiment,  without  much  regard  at  present 
to  the  uniform  system  to  which  it  may  hereafter  be  advisable  to  reduce 
them. 

In  regard  to  economy,  the  French  institutions  are  by  no  means  con- 
sidered as  offering  a  good  standard.   But  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  high 
rate  of  the  daily  cost  of  maintenance  in  some  of  them  arises,  not  merely 
from  the  number  and  the  rate  of  payment  of  the  persons  employed  in  the 
management,  and  from  the  regard  paid  to  the  physical,  moral,  intellectual, 
and  industrial  condition  of  the  children,  but  far  more  from  the  scantiness  of 
the  profit,  or  rather  from  the  positive  loss,  on  the  labour  pursued  in  each. 
To  meet  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  proper  moral  agency  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  young  by  adding  the  motives  of  religion,  an  order  of  the  agri- 
cultural brothers  of  ^St.  Vincent  de  Paul  has  been  instituted  by  M.  Bazin, 
who,  so  early  as    1828,  founded  the  agricultural  colony  of  Mesnil-St.- 
Firmin,  in  the  department  of  Oise,  for  rearing  orphan  children  in  agricul- 
tural labour.     This  religious  corporation,  composed  entirely  of  laymen,  has 
for  its  object  to  supply  directors  or  assistants  to  agricultural  colonies  of 
pauper  children,  and  especially  of  foundlings.     Above  all,  as  being  labour* 
ers,  the  agricultural  brothers  have  no  uniform  but  that  of  labour ;  and  if 
they  are  distinguished  from  other  agriculturists,  it  is  by  their  self-denial, 
their  devotion  to  the  common  cause,  and  by  that  hope  of  a  divine  reward 
which  doubles  their  powers.     The  "brothers"  are  placed  in  every  respect 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  boys  under  their  charge.     They  take  their 
meals  with  them,  and  have  only  the  same  accommodation  for  rest.     The 
children  at  this  colony  are  kept  from  about  eleven  years  of  age,  when  they 
make  their  first  communion,  until  about  seventeen  or  eighteen,  in  the  culti- 
vation of  land  and  in  learning  some  of  the  trades  subordinate  to  agriculture. 
After  four  or  five  years  passed  at  the  colony,  the  children  all  know  how  to 
read,  write,  and  calculate  pretty  well,  although  the  instruction  is  carried  on 
only  during  winter ;  and  they  have  made  some  little  progress  in  other  ele- 
mentary instruction. 

One  institution  in  France,  which  may  be  here  noticed,  is  that  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas, at  Paris,  founded  on  a  small  scale  in  1 827,  but  which,  since  1 846, 
has  contained  above  900  children,  of  very  mixed  origin,  variously  collected 
by  charitable  societies  and  generous  patrons,  and  many  of  them  known 
only  by  the  number  assigned  to  each.  The  payments  are  20  francs  per 
month  for  orphans,  and  25  francs  for  other  children  ;  and  for  this  small 
sum  the  establishment  provides  maintenance,  instruction,  and  apprenticeship 
to  a  trade.  Seventy  persons  in  charge  live  in  the  establishment,  who,  with 
twenty-five  master-workmen,  living  out  of  the  house,  make  an  average  of  one 
employe  to  every  seven  or  eight  children — a  proportion  which  ensures  a 
vigilant  surveillance  day  and  night.  The  teachers,  called  "/r^rc*,"  are  all 
laymen  ;  but  they  extend  their  care  not  merely  to  the  instruction,  but  also  to 
the  education  of  the  children,  and  to  make  them  honest,  industrious,  and 
able  workmen.  The  remarkable  peculiarity  of  this  school  is  the  organiza- 
tion of  its  industry  in  workshops,  which  are  hired,  together  with  the  ap- 
prenticed services  of  the  children,  by  master- workmen  of  approved  clyunc- 
ter  in  various  trades,  such  as  watchmakers,  jewellers,  engravers;  and  all  the 
multifarious  occupations,  half  arts,  half  traaes,  which  supply  the  numerous 
articles  of  refinement  specially  produced  at  Paris ;  besides  the  ordinary 
trades  of  baker,  shoemaker,  tailor,  and  so  forth.     The  children  io  not  fp 
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to  these  workshops  except  on  the  express  requirement  of  their  patrons^ 
and  those  employed  give,  on  the  average,  eight  hours  and  a  half  daily  to 
work,  and  two  to  instruction  in  classes.  The  apprenticeship  is  for  two, 
three,  or  four  years,  according  to  the  profession  ;  and,  after  its  close,  the 
young  people  may  remain  in  the  estahlishment,  pursuing  their  work,  and 
depositing  what  they  earn,  heyond  the  cost  of  their  sustenance,  in  the 
savings'  hank.  The  employers  find  materials,  tools,  and  skill,  and  take  the 
profits  of  the  trade,  undertaking  to  treat  the  children  well,  as  kind  and 
faithful  masters. 

The  foregoing  are  some  of  the  most  interesting  particulars  mentioned  hy 
Mr.  Fletcher  in  his  account  of  the  agricultural  colonies  in  France.  At  the 
end  of  the  pamphlet,  an  intention  is  expressed  of  laying  before  the  Statistical 
Society  of  London  (of  which  he  was  secretary,  and  before  the  members  of 
which  the  substance  of  this  pamphlet  was  originally  read)  some  comparative 
statistics  of  the  endeavours  made  in  England,  America,  France,  and  Bel- 
gium to  employ  the  industrial  farm  school  in  a  vigorous  system  of  correc- 
tional  discipline.  The  fulfilment  of  this  intention  has  been  prevented  by 
his  lamented  death.  In  the  concluding  pages  of  the  pamphlet  there  are 
some  suggestive  remarks  upon  the  applicability  of  the  farm-school  system 
of  the  continent  to  the  preventive  and  reformatory  education  of  pauper  and 
criminal  children  in  England  and  Wales,  which  we  will  now  briefly  notice. 

The  enactment  of  poor  laws  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  has  long  rendered 
impossible  in  England  such  a  state  of  things  as  that  recently  existing  on  the 
continent,  and  to  which  the  farm-school  system  has  been  there  applied. 
But  notwithstanding  these  laws,  and  owing  partly  to  the  fear  of  pauper 
labour  coming  into  competition  with  free  labour,  together  with  a  jealousy 
lest  the  child  of  the  pauper  should  receive  a  better  education  than  that  of 
the  ordinary  labourer,  the  workhouse  school,  in  which  orphan  and  deserted 
children  are  placed,  has  too  commonly  been  little  more  than  a  place  of  idle- 
ness, and  contaminated  by  its  vicinity  to  the  adult  paupers.     The  state  of 
these  schools  having  attracted  the  attention  of  the  inspectors  under  the 
new  poor  law,  they  directed  their  first  efforts  to  improve  the  character 
and  management  of  the  pauper  schools  of  the  metropolitan  district,  espe- 
cially that  at  Norwood.     Reports  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  on  the 
subject  of  pauper  schools  were  published  in  1 84 1  ;  but  it  was  not  until 
1846-7  that  these  schools  came  under  the  active  regard  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  in  the  administration  of  an  annual  grant  of  30,000/. 
expressly  for  their  improvement.     But  much  misunderstanding  appears 
still  to  prevail  as  to  the  course  which  it  is  best  to  adopt  with  the  pauper 
child.     The  qualities  to  be  sought  in  its  teacher  are  not  sufiiciently  defined, 
and  consequently  local  feelings  and  momentary  influences  are  allowed  too 
much  influence  in  such  appointments.     The  universal  recommendation  of 
large  district  schools  by  the  inspectors  seems  also  to  be  opposed  to  the  ex- 
perience of  the  world  at  large,  or  at  least  so  far  as  any  conclusion  can  be 
drawn  from  what  has  hitherto  been  attempted  on  the  continent.     The  pro- 
gress of  these  large  district  schools,  in  the  few  instances  in  which  they  have 
been  erected  in  the  north  of  England,  appears  by  the  inspectors'  reports  of 
the  following  year  to  have  been  far  from  satisfactory,  while'  those  in  the 
vicinity  of  London  are  of  too  recent  origin  to  afford  any  available  experience. 
Mr.  Fletcher  quotes,  from  Mr.  Tuffnell's  report  for  1849,  the  following  ex- 
tract, which  he  evidently  regards  as  a  proof  of  the  advantage  of  the  conti- 
nental system  of  organization  in  families.     ''  In  the  absence  of  district 
schools^"  writes  Mr.  Tuffuell,  '*  the  union  schools^  which  to  my  mind  best 
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fulfil  the  object  of  their  institutioD,  are  those  which  are  kept  quite  separate 
from  the  adult  paupers^  in  a  distinct  building,  with  plentj  of  garden  ground, 
and  placed  under  the  care  of  an  honest,  painstaking,  married  couple.  Such 
an  establishment  frequently  presents  the  aspect  of  a  well-ordered  family ; 
and  though  the  intellectual  instruction  is  often  somewhat  deficient,  habits 
of  industrious  application  are  acquired,  and  right  principles  of  action  incul- 
cated, so  that  education  in  its  highest  sense  is  imparted  to  the  pupils. 
Children  sent  forth  from  such  establishments,  though  sometimes  wanting 
in  technical  knowledge,  appear  in  most  respects  to  fulfil  all  the  objects  that 
the  philanthropist  might  deem  desirable,  and  realise  in  their  future  lires 
the  idea  of  an  upright  and  Christian-minded  peasantry."* 

Mr.  Fletcher  considers  that  by  far  the  most  important  instruction  to  be 
obtained  from  the  experience  of  our  continental  neighbours  consists  in  its 
testimony  to  the  advantage,  both  moral  and  economical,  to  be  derived  from 
employing,  in  spade-husbandry  and  household  duties,  the  young,  whether 
pauper,  morally  endangered,  or  actually  delinquent,  who  are  permanently 
thrown  on  society  for  support ;  and  so  to  employ  them  in  groups,  or  groups 
of  groups,  which  may  be  governed  as  enlarged  famiUes,  and  maintained  on 
this  system  of  really  moral  and  industrial  education,  at  as  small  a  cost,  at 
most,  as  that  at  which  they  are  now  too  often  suffered  to  grow  up  in  indo- 
lence and  crime.  It  is  further  his  opinion,  that  the  proper  mode  in  which 
to  realise  this  advantage  is  to  begin  with  the  proper  management  of  pauper 
children,  so  as  to  keep  them  by  a  preventive  discipline  from  becoming  cri- 
minal, and  to  form  them  into  a  hardy  youth,  accustomed  to  work  for  their 
bread.  Labour  must  be  the  staple  of  the  poor  man's  training.  This  is  felt 
by  the  children  of  the  independent  poor,  and  surely  those  of  the  dependent 
should  not  be  less  conscious  of  it.  Labour  on  the  land  and  industry  in  the 
workshop,  together  with  religious  and  moral  training  and  example,  should 
be  realised  in  daily  life ;  and  intellectual  culture  should  be  mainly  used  rather 
as  a  relief  from  other  occupations  than  as  the  chief  feature  of  a  pauper 
school.  It  may,  perhaps,  therefore  prove  to  have  been  a  rery  happy  obsti- 
nacy with  which  the  English  boards  of  guardians,  generally,  have  declined 
the  invitations  of  the  commissioners  to  adopt  the  provisions  of  the  7  &  8 
Victoria,  c.  101,  for  the  formation  of  school  districts  for  the  education  of 
pauper  children  in  large  institutions,  such  as  those  formed  on  the  outskirts 
of  London,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  Leeds. 

The  great  difficulty  will  always  be  to  find  proper  persons  to  manage  the 
workhouse  children  on  the  farm-school  plan,  so  long  as  those  of  the  hum- 
bler classes  immediately  above  them  are  so  ill  educated,  and  the  expressly- 
trained  teacher  can  find  occupation  so  much  more  satisfactory  than  the 
boards  of  guardians  seem  likely  to  make  the  training  of  the  pauper  children. 
So  far  from  suffering  at  present  from  over-education,  or  even  over-instrue- 
tion,  we  have  not,  nationally,  enough  of  cultivated  intellect,  combined  vrith 
practical  skill  and  moral  elevation,  to  meet  the  duties  which  devolve  upon 
us.  For  these  reasons  it  becomes  more  important  to  make  the  position  of 
the  teacher  and  trainer  of  pauper  children  one  of  respect  and  comfort.  This 
would,  perhaps,  soon  be  brought  about,  if  facility  and  encouragement  were 
given  for  the  formation  of  farm  schools,  for  which  a  union  of  unions  might 
sometimes  be  desirable,  and  which  would  always  have  a  considerable  number 


*  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education.     Reports  by  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors  of  Parochial  Union  Schools,  1848-49-50. 
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of  children  to  sustftin  and  regulate  the  industry  of  those  who  will  he  de- 
pendent only  for  a  shorter  "time. 

We  will  only  add  the  general  conclusions  which  Mr.  Fletcher  has  de- 
duced from  the  facts  stated  in  his  pamphlet^  and  which  he  has  summed  up 
as  the  following  :— 

1 .  That  the  farm  schools  of  the  continent^  applied  to  education  for  the 
preyention  of  crime,  hold  a  social  position  precisely  analogous  to  that  of  our 
workhouse  schools. 

2.  That  for  the  children  in  these  schools,  as  in  those  of  the  continent,  a 
training  in  vigorous  rural  industry  and  close  domestic  economy,  hy  means 
of  farm  schools  conducted  on  the  principles  of  a  Christian  family,  will  yield 
the  greatest  attainable  moral  vigour  with  the  least  amount  of  indolence  and 
self-deception. 

3.  That  the  greater  number  of  the  present  workhouse  schools  are  now 
producing  opposite  results  ;  and  that  we  have  no  experience  strongly  favour- 
able to  placing  the  children  in  large  district  estabUshments,  however 
pleasing  the  mechanism,  while  we  have  ample  testimony  in  favour  of  the 
farm-school  system. 

^4.  That  the  children  at  a  proper  farm  school,  required  to  work  steadily 
at  all  its  out-door  and  domestic  duties,  will  not  cost  the  public  more  than 
under  the  present  system,  or  that  of  the  contemplated  district  asylums ; 
and  will  not  cost  so  much,  unless  through  a  liberal  employment  of  moral 
agency  in  their  management,  which  will  be  a  wise  economy  in  the  ultimate 
result,  and  therefore  far  preferable  to  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  in  orna- 
mental stone  and  brick  work. 

5.  That  to  have  good  preventive  schools,  for  the  training  of  the  pauper 
children,  is  the  great  practical  step  towards  obtaining  good  reformatory 
schools,  for  the  re-trainiog  of  criminal  children  on  principles  well  understood 
and  economically  applied. 


EXTRACTS  FROM   THE   ANTS  BOOK,  OR  GUIDE  TO  A  RA- 
TIONAL EDUCATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

Translated  from  the  German  of  C.  G,  Salzmann. 

(  Continued  from  p.  38  7 . 

7.  Learn  to  use  your  hands. 

He  who  stirs  his  coflee  with  a  spoon  uses  his  hands,  it  is  true;  but  it 
will  readily  be  understood  that  one  does  not  mean  such  a  use  when  one  ad- 
vises another  to  learn  to  use  his  hands. 

To  learn  to  use  one's  hands  means  rather  to  seek  by  exercise  to  get  all 
the  muscles  of  the  hands  under  control,  in  order  to  be  able  to  construct  all 
sorts  of  articles  and  do  all  sorts  of  work. 

And,  as  we  are  here  speaking  of  the  education  necessary  for  a  teacher, 
you  must  learn  to  do  such  work  and  to  construct  such  articles  as  may  be 
useful  to  you  in  teaching. 

You  will  everywhere  find  persons  from  whom  you  can  learn  something 
in  this  respect,  and,  for  the  most  part,  they  will  be  disposed  to  teach  you 
the  methods  which  they  pursue  at  their  work. 

Fnr  instance,  if  you  meet  with  a  person  who  possesses  skill  in  making 
figures  of  paper,  do  not  consider  this  too  insignificant,  seek  to  learn  it.  It 
will  afterwards  be  of  great  advantage  to  you  in  occupying  the  children  in- 
trusted to  your  care,  especially  those  whose  hands  are  still  too  weak  to 
handle  tools  of  any  kind. 
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Take  instruction  in  making  nets^  if  you  have  the  opportunity,  as 
you  will  be  able  to  occupy  your  pupils  with  this  too,  in  a  useful  and  agree- 
able manner* 

Find  out  also  a  gardener  to  whom  you  can  occasionally  go  for  instruc- 
tion. Learn  to  use  the  spade  and  rake,  to  lay  out  a  garden-bed,  and 
make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  methods  that  are  to  be  observed  in 
sowing,  planting,  and  tending  the  usual  garden  crops.  Then,  when  the  in- 
clination to  gardening  shows  itself  among  your  pupils,  you  will  not  coun- 
teract it ;  you  will  endeavour  to  gratify  and  foster  it ;  you  will  make  your- 
self the  helper  and  adviser  of  the  little  gardeners,  and  thus  become  a  very 
important  person  to  them. 

Seek  particularly  for  opportunities  of  learning  carpentering  and  making 
objects  of  card-board.  I  recommend  these  kinds  of  work  particularly,  be- 
cause they  are  clean,  and  do  not,  like  many  others,  give  occasion  for 
soiling  the  hands,  the  clothes,  and  the  room,  and  because  you  will  learn 
from  tbem  to  use  various  tools— the  chisel,  plane,  auger,  hammer,  &c« 

If  you  know  how  to  handle  such  tools,  your  strength  and  efficiency  will 
be  increased  in  a  marked  degree,  and  you  will  be  enabled  to  transfer  them 
to  your  little  ones,  and  to  lead  them  on  to  the  important,  useful,  and 
agreeable  occupation  of  constructing  things  for  themselves. 

*'  How  shall  I  find  time  to  learn  all  this  ?"  you  ask. 

By  this  question  you  lead  me  to  give  you  the  eighth  hint. 

8.  Learn  to  economize  your  time. 

"  Time  is  money,"  said  Franklin,  if  I  am  not  mistaken ;  probably  with 
a  view  to  make  those  understand  the  great  value  of  time  in  whose  eyes 
nothing  is  so  valuable  as  money.  I  tell  you,  however,  that  time  is  more 
than  money ;  for  by  a  good  employment  of  our  time,  we  may  acquire 
muoh  money,  but  with  no  sum  of  money  can  we  purchase  time. 

The  number  of  families  that  complain  of  want  of  money  is  not  small. 
They  go  to  the  theatre  and  to  concerts,  often  entertain  their  acquaintance 
at  tables  covered  with  the  most  various  and  expensive  dishes,  imitate  per- 
sons of  the  first  rank  in  tlie  decoration  of  their  rooms,  follow  the  newest 
fashions  in  their  dress,  and  after  all  this  complain  that  their  incomes  are 
not  sufficient  to  keep  them. 

How  these  families  might  help  themselves,  how  they  might  be  placed  in 
a  position  in  which  the  want  of  money  would  at  once  disappear,  every- 
body sees,  except  just  themselves. 

^  Friend,  you  who  ask  how  you  shall  find  time  to  learn  all  this,  in  the 
picture  of  such  families  you  yourself  are  depicting.  The  finest  hours  of 
the  day,  the  morning  hours,  you  spend  perhaps  in  bed.  Then  you  sit 
down  and  read  the  newspaper  for  the  rest  of  the  forenoon.  In  the  after- 
noon you  go  out  for  a  walk  with  some  friends ;  and  in  the  evening  you 
play  at  chess  or  cards.  Then  when  I  advise  you  to  study  nature,  and  to 
learn  to  use  your  hands,  you  ask  me  how  you  are  to  find  time  to  learn  all 
this ! 

-  Only  reflect  how  you  may  best  employ  your  time,  and  then  follow  the 
dictates  of  your  judgment,  and  you  will  have  time  enough  to  learn,  not 
only  what  I  recommend,  but  much  more  besides. 

Rise  early,  and  you  will  at  once  gain  a  few  hours  in  which  you  can 
learn  a  gopd  deal. 

As  all  nature  (except  the  night  birds)  awakes  at  the  approach  of  morn- 
ing, it  is  not  proper  that  man,  who  is  in  certain  respects  the  lord  of  nature, 
should  then  remain  asleep.  The  departure  from  this  order  of  nature  is 
certainly  attended  with  very  sonowful  consequences,  especially  to  the 
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teacher.  Your  pupils  must  in  any  case  get  up  early,  if  they  are  to  remain 
in  health,  and  be  saved  from  debility.  Will  you  be  able  to  get  them 
into  the  habit,  if  you  allow  the  sun  to  shine  on  you  in  your  nightly 
couch  ? 

Thinking  and  observing  must  always  be  your  principal  business;  by 
these  means  your  mental  powers  will  be  exercised,  and  you  will  ac- 
cumulate a  fund  of  self-acquired  knowledgie,  which  you  will  know  to  be 
correct,  and  which  you  will  be  able  to  employ  in  your  work.  You  must 
also  read,  in  order  to  procure  more  matter  for  thought.  If  this  is  done  in 
moderation,  with  a  proper  selection  of  books,  particularly  with  reference 
to  the  profession  to  which  you  have  devoted  yourself^  you  will  procure 
your  mind  a  wholesome,  strengthening  food. 

But  if  you  read  immoderately,  as  is  usual  now-a-days,  you  appear  to  me 
like  a  man  who  eats  the  whole  day  long.  His  constantly  overloaded 
stomach  renders  him  ingapable  of  thinking,  and  his  digestive  organs  are 
injured  by  the  heterogeneous  matters  upon  which  they  are  required  to  act. 
Constant  reading  fills  up  the  whole  of  the  day,  and  robs  you  of  the  time 
which  you  ought  to  devote  to  thinking  and  acting.  You  take  in  a  multi- 
tude of  ideas,  true,  half-true,  and  false  ones,  all  mixed  up  together,  which 
confuse  you,  and  allow  you  to  come  to  no  independence  of  thought.  To-day 
you  assert  one  thing,  next  week  you  assert  the  contrary,  just  according  to 
the  book  which  you  have  read  last. 

Immoderate  reading  would  thus  far  be  injurious  to  you,  even  if  you 
had  no  definite  occupation.  But  when  you  have  undertaken  an  import- 
ant office  like  that  of  a  teacher,  far  greater  injury  arises  from  it. 

Now  you  go  into  your  school,  but  only  in  body,  your  mind  is  absent 
and  is  still  wandering  in  the  region  of  ideas  to  which  it  was  transported 
by  the  newspaper  you  have  just  laid  out  of  your  hand.  Accordingly,  you 
do  not  hear  well  what  is  said  to  you,  you  see  things  through  a  medium 
which  colours  and  distorts  them,  and  your  words  lack  the  requisite 
force  of  expression.  At  another  time  you  undertake  the  superintendence 
of  the  children  with  the  newspaper  in  your  hand,  and  require  of  them  a 
degree  of  quietness  that  is  unnatural  to  them,  in  order  that  you  may  not 
be  disturbed  in  your  reading ;  at  every  noise,  at  every  question  that  is 
put  to  you,  you  get  cross  and  allow  yourself  to  speak  in  an  angry  tone  of 
voice.  You  are  incapable  of  observing  their  conduct,  and  your  presence 
does  little  more  than  a  scarecrow  stuck  up  in  a  wheat-field  to  keep  away 
the  sparrows.  For  a  time  the  birds  are  afraid  of  it,  by  degrees  they  get 
used  to  it,  and  at  last  they  even  perch  upon  it. 

Would  you  then,  friend,  become  a  really  good  teacher,  follow  my 
advice  and  moderate  yourself  in  reading.  Remember  that  reading  is  only 
a  means  towards  the  attainment  of  higher  ends,  and  that  you  commit  a 
folly  whenever  you  make  the  means  itself  the  end.  You  will  then  save  a 
good  deal  of  time  which  you  will  be  able  to  devote  to  the  acquirement  of 
such  knowledge  and  skill  as  will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  you  in 
teaching.  Think  of  Pestalozzi !  Would  he  have  become  the  great  man 
that  he  is,  if  he  had  spent  in  reading  the  time  which  he  has  devoted  to 
thought  and  observation  ? 

Further,  you  will  effect  a  great  saving  of  time  if  you  do  not  accustom 
yourself  too  much  to  company. 

That  social  intercourse  has  great  advantages,  and  that  the  moderate 
enjoyment  of  it  is  a  necessity,  who  will  deny  ? 

But  to  spend  several  half  days  through  the  week  in  company  is  a  waste 
of  time,  is  downright  idleness,  and,  like  every  other  kind  of  idleness, 
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teaches  mucb  that  is  bad,  and  robs  the  schoolmaster  of  the  time  which  he 
ought  to  deyote  to  preparing  himself  and  attending  to  his  duties.  If  you 
will  only  spend  in  nature,  or  in  the  workshop,  one  half  of  the  time  which 
you  have  hitherto  wasted  in  idle  conversation  you  will  soon  become 
another  man. 

I  think  that  I  have  now  sufficiently  answered  your  question,  ^^  How 
thall  I  find  time  to  learn  all  this?**  Only  abandon  all  those  habits  of 
wasting  time  which  you  have  hitherto  contracted,  and  you  will  have 
abundant  time  for  learning  everything  that  can  lighten  and  prosper  the 
work  of  education. 

9.  Endeavour  to  gain  skill  in  bringing  the  children  to  an  earnest 
conviction  of  their  duties. 

I  have  already  shown  how  necessary  this  is.  As  soon  as  the  convic- 
tion is  there,  the  resolution  to  do  the  duty  is  immediately  formed.  The 
child  then  does  his  duty,  not  because  he  is  ordered  by  others  to  do  so, 
not  on  account  of  the  rewards  and  punishments  that  are  coupled  with  the 
fulfilment  or  neglect  of  it,  but  because  he  is  convinced  that  it  must  of 
necessity  be  done. 

Therefore  reflect  frequently  upon  your  own  duties,  and  endeavour  to 
convince  yourself  of  your  obligations  to  perform  them.  So  long  as  you 
have  not  this  conviction,  so  long  as  you  are  only  impelled  to  the  discharge 
of  your  duties  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  so  long  will  it  be  difficult  for 
you  to  produce  this  conviction  in  the  children,  and  your  exhortations  will 
be  as  cold  and  ineffectual  as  the  sermons  of  a  Jacobin  upon  the  duties  of 
subjects  towards  their  rulers.  If,  however,  you  have  attained  this  convic- 
tion yourself,  you  will  feel  an  impulse  to  communicate  it  to  your  pupils, 
which  will  make  you  eloquent  and  impart  to  your  words  the  requisite 
warmth  and  effect.  Whatever  comes  from  the  heart  goes  to  the  heart 
again. 

For  example,  if  you  have  acquired  a  lively  conviction  of  the  duty  of 
self-control,  it  will  always  be  present  with  you,  and  you  will  readily  be 
able  to  impress  it  upon  your  pupils. 

Exercise  yourself  then  in  bringing  the  children  to  a  conviction  of  their 
duties  by  placing  these  before  them  in  a  clear  light.  Every  exercise 
increases  our  skill ;  and  the  oftener  we  exercise  ourselves,  the  more  ready 
means  do  we  discover  of  arriving  at  our  object. 

This  object  is  twofold  in  moral  education  :  first,  to  awaken  in  children 
who  have  become  convinced  of  their  duties  the  inclination  to  perform 
them ;  secondly,  to  induce  them  to  practise  particular  duties  at  once. 
You  will  attain  both  objects  if  you  acquire  the  skill  of  placing  everything 
before  them  in  a  very  clear  manner,  and  in  rendering  a  duty  evident  to 
the  senses,  as  it  were. 

As  deficiency  of  mental  power  is  the  principal  reason  why  children 
have  an  aversion  to  duty,  and  why,  even  when  they  have  an  inclination  to 
do  it,  they  very  often  neglect  it,  you  must  provide  yourself  with  a  supply 
of  illustrations  under  which  you  can  represent  the  necessity  of  acting 
according  to  our  judgment,  and  of  governing  our  inclinations.  You  may 
make  this  evident  by  the  example  of  a  rider,  the  father  of  a  family,  a 
king;  you  may  show  that  it  is  not  the  horse,  the  servants,  nor  the 
subjects  that  govern,  but  the  rider,  the  father,  and  the  king,  and  that  the 
horse,  the  servants,  and  the  subjects  must  obey,  if  things  are  to  go  right ; 
that  the  case  of  a  rider  is  very  bad  who  cannot  manage  his  horse ;  that 
the  master  of  the  house  and  the  king  who  are  obliged  to  submit  to  the 
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orderrof  tbeir  servants  are  just  as  badly  off;  and  that  it  is  the  same  with 
a  man  whose  mind  is  so  weak  that  it  cannot  control  the  appetites  of  the 
body. 

Further^  you  must  endeavour  to  acquire  skill  in  personifying  duties,  or 
in  placing  before  the  children,  as  models,  persons  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  by  the  performance  of  particular  duties.  For  this  purpose, 
you  will  find  abundance  of  materials  in  children's  books  containing 
fictitious  stories  the  object  of  which  is  the  improvement  of  the  character. 
But  you  will  accomplish  far  more  if  you  select  the  examples  from  real 
persons  in  ancient  and  modern  history.  Tell  them,  for  instance,  the 
noble  action  of  Montesquieu,  who  bought  off  a  negro  that  was  pining 
away  in  barbarous  slavery,  had  him  clothed,  and  returned  him  to  his 
weeping  family,  without  allowing  them  to  know  to  whom  they  were  in- 
debted for  their  happiness — or  the  conscientiousness  of  the  anabaptist 
who,  when  he  was  forced  by  an  officer  of  the  enemy's  troops  to  show  him 
a  crop  of  barley  for  the  horses,  led  him  past  the  fields  of  nis  neighbours, 
and  pointed  out  his  own  crop  to  him — and  you  will  certainly  find  that 
your  little  hearers  will  feel  the  nobleness  of  these  actions  and  will  form 
the  resolution  to  act  in  the  same  manner. 

But  if  you  would  bring  your  pupils  to  do  certain  duties  at  once,  you 
must  acquire  skill  in  making  them  understand  thoroughly  the  imperative 
nature  of  those  duties.  This  you  will  do  by  making  the  children  see 
clearly  how  wrong  it  would  be  to  neglect  them.  Suppose  that  little  Hie- 
ronymus  is  to  be  brought  to  do  certain  tasks  at  particular  hours,  and 
refuses  to  do  them,  you  might  say,  "  If  you  believe  you  are  right,  we 
will  make  it  the  rule,  that  every  member  of  our  little  society  may  do 
whatever  he  pleases  in  the  school-hours — play,  sing,  run  about,  or  any- 
thing elsel"  He  will  immediately  see  the  impropriety  of  such  an 
arrangement,  and  will  settle  down  to  the  work. 

Another  time,  when  he  neglects  a  particular  duty,  you  may  also  say, 
"  Do  you  think  that  I  am  an  upright  man  ?  Really !  how  can  you  then 
suppose  that  I  should  overlook  your  neglect  of  duty  ?  Would  an  upright 
man  do  that  ?  Would  you  not  even  despise  me  if  I  were  to  perform  my 
office  carelessly,  and  take  no  notice  of  your  negligence?*' 

By  this  and  similar  treatment  you  will  accomplish  much ;  you  will 
awaken  in  them  the  resolution  to  fulfil  their  duty ;  you  will  accustom 
them  to  act  up  to  their  duty,  and  only  rarely  be  under  the  necessity  of 
resorting  to  punishments  in  order  to  make  them  sensible  of  their  faults. 
10.  Always  act  as  you  would  wish  your  pupils  to  act. 
Every,  child,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  has  a  tendency  to  act  as  it 
sees  others  act,  and  it  is  more  disposed  to  imitate  actions  than  to  follow 
exhortations  and  precepts. 

It  must  be  your  constant  aim,  therefore,  to  be  in  every  respect  a  model 
to  your  pupils,  and  to  confirm  by  your  own  example  the  instructions 
which  you  give  them.  Children  have  uncommonly  fine  sensibilities,  and 
observe  every  fault  of  their  instructor.  To  try  to  conceal  your  faults 
from  them  is  useless ;  to  defend  your  faults  is  to  recommend  them  for 
their  imitation.  The  only  means  by  which  you  can  prevent  them  from 
having  an  injurious  influence  upon  the  children  is — to  correct  them. 

Before,  then,  you  resolve  to  become  a  teacher,  examine  yourself  well, 
and  see  whether  you  are  in  earnest  about  your  moral  improvement,  and 
whether  you  think  you  have  sufficient  strength  of  mind  and  character  to 
enable  you  to  become  a  pattern  to  your  pupils  in  every  respect.    If  this 
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is  not  the  case,  rather  renounce  this  occupation,  in  which  you  would  not 
do  much  good,  and  choose  another,  in  which  your  example  will  be  leas 
contagious  to  your  fellow-men. 

If,  howeyer,  you  feel  the  necessary  determination  and  strength,  derote 
yourself  cheerfully  to  this  important  office,  and  with  confidence  expect 
that  the  blessing  of  God  will  attend  your  labours.  The  more  zealously 
you  pursue  it,  the  more  perfect  will  you  yourself  become. 

Those  intrusted  to  your  care  will  be  your  instructors  ;  they  will  make 
you  sensible  of  many  a  fault  which  had  escaped  your  notice,  and  be  the 
means  of  inducing  you  to  correct  it.  Tour  example  will  act  upon  them ; 
it  will  give  every  one  of  your  admonitions  the  requisite  weight,  and  as, 
from  their  constant  intercourse  with  you,  they  adopt  your  mode  of  ex- 
pression, so  they  will  also  adopt  your  virtues. 


ON  THE  ATTRACTION  OF  BODIES. 

(  CoHcludedJrom  p,  35 1 .) 

The  differential  expression  for  the  attraction  of  a  particle  P  of  a  soh'd 
of  revolution,  upon  a  point  situated  at  the  origin  of  the  co-ordinates  x,  y, 

^  .        xy  do  dydx  .       .        ,        .  . 

being  — p^j —  Trr~  »  ^^  perceive  that  three  integrations  are  necessary  in 

order  to  deduce  the  attraction  of  the  solid  itself:  two  of  these  integrations — 
the  first  in  reference  to  dS,  taken  between  the  limits  6  =  0,  and  d»2r, 
and  the  second  in  reference  to  dy,  taken  betwe^^n  the  limits  y  « 0,  and 
y  =  y,  give  the  attraction  of  a  circular  section  ;  which,  so  long  as  y  is  un- 
restricted, may  belong  to  any  solid  of  revolution  whatever.  But,  in  order 
to  execute  the  third  or  final  integration,  the  solid  under  consideration  must 
be  particularized  ;  that  is,  the  equation  which  connects  together  x  and  y, 
the  general  co-ordinates  of  the  curve  that  generates  the  solid,  roust  be  given : 
it  is  not  till  we  come  to  this  third  integration  that  the  equation  of  the 
generating  curve  is  called  into  request. 

I,  To  find  the  attraction  of  a  spheroid  of  uniform  density,  and  very 
small  ellipticity,  on  a  particle  at  its  pole. 

The  pole  is  the  extremity  of  the  fixed  axis,  or  axis  of  revolution,  whether 
this  be  the  major  or  the  minor  axis:  the  quotient  arising  from  dividing  the 
difference  of  the  axes  by  the  major  axis,  is  called,  in  astronomy,  the  p.xcen- 
tricity  of  the  ellipse,  or  the  ellipticity  ofthe  generated  spheroid:  it  is  usually 
represented  by  e.  The  equation  ofthe  ellipse,  when  the  pole  is  taken  for 
the  origin,  and  the  fixed  axis  for  the  axis  of  x,  may  be  written  thus: — 

yS  «  (1  db  e)4(2fi4P— ««) 

where  R  is  the  fixed  semiaxis,  the  upper  sign  of  c  being  used  when  the 
spheroid  is  oblate,  and  the  lower  when  it  is  prolate.  The  quantity  c  is 
supposed — as  in  the  case  of  the  earth — to  be  a  fraction  so  small  that  its 
square  and  higher  powers  may  be  disregarded :  hence  the  preceding 
equation,  which  is  in  strictness 

y«  -,  (1  ±  2  €  +  €«)  (2  R  jr-**), 
may  be  here  written 
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SO  that,  substituting  this  value  of  y^  in 

we  get 

2ir{l ? -IdXi 

the  integral  of  which,  from  a  =^  0,  to  or  »  2  R,  is  f  ir  R  (1  i:  ^  c)*^  ;  the  attraction  of 
the  spheroid. 

If  e  be  0,  that  is  if  the  solid  be  a  sphere,  the  attraction  is  f  t  R. 

2.  A  paraboloid  of  revolution,  of  uniform  density,  attracts  a  particle  at 
the  focus :  required  the  attraction  of  a  slice  compreliended  between  two 
planes  perpendicular  to  the  axis,  one  passing  through  the  focus,  and  the 
other  at  the  distance  a  from  it. 

The  equation  of  the  generating  parabola,  the  origin  being  at  the 
focus,  is 

y'  Bs  4  m  (ar  +  m). 

If  this  value  of  y^  be  substituted  in  (A)  we  shall  have,  from  the  second 
term  within  the  brackets, 

/*   xdx  f X  d  X 

(y*  +  ^H    *^./ (**+ 4ma?  +  4m2)i 

•/j?   +   2m      «/  «/a?  +  2m 

hence  the  first  term  within  the  brackets  becomes  cancelled. 

Nowy  ~--^    =  2  m  -[log.Ca  +  2m)  — log.  2  mj- 

=  2wilog.  (1   +    -^) 

Z  III 

a 

.'.  AttracHon  =  4irmlog.  (1  +   X 

2  m 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  in  every  problem  of  this  kind,  the  result 
should  be  multiplied  by  the  numerical  expression  for  the  density  of  the 
body,  whenever  a  comparison  is  made  between  the  atractions  of  different 
bodies. 

Of  the  two  problems  now  given,  the  first  is  well  known,  and  is  con- 
sidered in  most  books  on  attractions :  the  second  was  proposed  by 
that  able  analyst  the  late  Mr.  George  Hearn,  and  was  communicated  to 
me  by  our  common  friend  Mr.  God  ward  :  it  is  interesting,  as  an  example, 
if  only  on  account  of  the  simple  character  of  the  integration.  Y. 

*  As  it  is  not  my  object  in  the  present  paper  to  enter  into  any  explanation  of  the  pro- 
cesses of  integration,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  observe  here  that  the  above  integral  is  got 
by  developing  the  irrational  quantity  (2Rdr±4Rc«q:2c  x*) — ^  in  a  series  of  mono- 
mials, rejecting  the  terms  containing  n^  and  higher  powers. 


^ 


^    ^ 
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is  not  the  case,  rather  renounce  this  occupation,  in  which  r 
do  much  good,  and  choose  another,  in  which  your  exf^^ 
contagious  to  your  fellow-men.  '    I-     5 

If,  however,  you  feel  the  necessary  determmation  f     |     |  «■ 

yourself  cheerfully  to  this  important  office,  and  '  W^  -5^    |  ai. 
that  the  blessing  of  God  will  attend  your  labr    ^J      ''     ^ 

you  pursue  it,  the  more  perfect  will  you  your      c-^            jj  ^^ 

Those  intrusted  to  your  care  will  be  you:          :             ^  ^jg  of 

you  sensible  of  many  a  fault  which  had  e^;, "         :^  ^^  in 

means  of  inducing  you  to  correct  it.     T  -^Z           -^  astead 

it  will  give  every  one  of  your  admopV  ;  gtiged, 

from  their  constant  intercourse  with^  ^   f  ^ment 

pression,  so  they  will  also  adopt  y:  /    '                          ,  ,  so  to 

^    '  asirable 

•     *      i  .in  the 

./      /  .^  we  proceed 

, ,  '  imperative  is,  as  far  as  we  can 

The  differential  exprr.   •  ^  ^^eanings  in  both  tenses  appear  ei- 

^9  »^»^i.«*;/^n   iirv^n  0  ^o  traceable  connection  between  the  tonns 

Of  revolution,  upon  a  .         ^^^^  exhibited;  and  the  future  indicatiTC.  With 

heJna.    ^y*^^  ^^'        i«^  i»artii«,"  and  "  As  inpresenH;'  we  are  inclined 
(y»  4-  x^) '    ja  might  have  been  made  for  the  better,  if  the  old  hex- 
orilprtftdpdur'     J  been  biid  aside,  and  a  shorter  one,  more  easily  mastered 
oraerioaeauc    ,^j  memory,  substituted  for  it.    The  more  sing-aong  the 
J^A  fhl  Z  y'Ctter  it  is  adapted  for  this  purpose.     Part  11.  is  the  filling 
an^  ^"®  j^^>^e  in  Part  I. ;  explanations,  exceptions,  &c.,  too  complicated 
^   t^-'  f  /C^'^fceginner,  but  required  by  the  more  advanced  learner,  are  here 
resirictr  y ^^^  Second  Part  therefore  naturally  consists  mainly  of  an  en- 
v^^*^  ^'  tBi,  wl^ic^  appears  to  contain  all  the  rules  that  can  possibly  be 
th  ^  ^J(or  general  reading.     This  portion  of  the  book  is  written  in  Eng- 
•f      JrJ  wisely  so :  with  equal  wisdom,  the  elementary  syntax  is  left  to 
^  ^  its  old  Latin  dress,  as  more  easily  retained  in  the  memory  of  the 
/^scholar.     One  observation,  however,  in  the  larger  syntax,  is  too 
fo^put,  that  "is  "  is  sometimes  found  in  the  place  of  the  reflexive  pro- 
i^V.     Helvetii  persuadent  Rauracis  ut  und  cum  its  profrnscantur. 
j^g  real  explanation  of  this  is,  that  although  sui  and  suns  refer  back  gene- 
lly  to  the  subject  of  the  verb,  yet  in  dependent  propositions  they  do  not 
]y  refer  to  the  subject  of  such  propositions,  but  also  to  the  subject  of  th« 
teading  or  principal  proposition.     We  should  then  generally  have  Hehetn 
^suadent  Rauracis  ut  und  secum  proficiscantur.     Nevertheless  the  rule 
^ay  at  any  time  be  strictly  carried  out,  and  suus  and  sui  shall  be  properly 
reflexive,  and  then  into  dependent  propositions  they  have  no  right  to  enter, 
unless  they  do  really  refer  to  the  subject  of  the  dependent  verb;  and  there- 
fore, as  above,  **  w"  is  the  correct  pronoun  to  use  with  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  leading  verb.    There  is  also  an  ambiguous  remark  in  the  prosody 
of  Part  the  First :  that  a  short  vowel  at  the  end  of  a  word  is  almostalways 
lengthened  before  «c,  «p,  st.     It  certainly  is  so  far  lengthened,  that  it  Q0& 
not  remain  short ;  but  we  do  not  believe  that,  as  a  rule,  it  can  be  nsed  as 
long ;  consequently  words  hke  scelestus  are  to  be  entirely  avoided  in  elegiac 
or  hexametrical  verse.     The  book  closes  with  a  copious  dissertation  upon 
prosody,  and  some  useful  remarks  on  the  computation  of  time,  money,  »f' 
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^         <^  NS    FROM  THE   POETRY    OF  DRYDEN  ;  INCLUDING   HIS    PLAYS 

%:      -^  VNSLATiONs.     Pp.  350.     (Londou :  John  W,  Parker.) 

"^^      "^  ^s  form  a  valuable  addition  to  that  department  of  literature 

*2^     "^Pv  first  object  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation.     They 

^^X'*    *  ^       ^  made  by  one  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  works 

'-        .  ^^  *'hoT,  and  well  qualified  for  such  a  task.     This  is  ob- 

x^  '^iy^  issages  selected  and  from  a  short  but  very  able 

^  -yden,  it  is  there  remarked,  are  not  at  present 

'  ^  '*hough  they  have  been  repeatedly  pointed  out 

'riters,  amongst  whom  Sir  Walter  Scott  has 

\  priest  of  all  the  nine."     The  editor  of 

^  m^  xactly  the  best  model  of  language,  in 

^  "  and  his  style  "  the  most  perfect  we 

It  vernacular,  manly,  bold,  and  full 

^  clarity  is  attributed  partly  to  his 

« .  .ce  that  many  of  his  poems  are  occa- 

♦  ^adjects  no  longer  interesting.  In  speaking 

^ading  the  general  impression  concerning  certain 
pressed  that  this  collection  will  show  that  there  are 
^ination,  the  more  remarkable  because  they  seem  to  force 
.u  spite  of  the  spirit  of  the  age,  instead  of  harmonizing  with  it, 
vue  case  of  Shakespeare  ;  very  simple,  child-like,  and  tender  feeling 
more  rarely,  that  feeling  which  is  to  be  expected  in  tragedy,  grand  flow 
of  manly  spirit."     Selections  are  also  given  from  his  translations,  in  which, 
as  it  has  oftexi  been  remarked,  his  power  is  astonishing  for  its  freedom. 
With  respect  to  his  occasional  poems  it  is  very  justly  observed,  that  notwith* 
standing  the  temporary  nature  of  some  of  his  subjects,  and  the  temporary 
taste  which  he  often  followed,  his  way  of  thinking  and  of  writing  is  as  free 
from  temporary  and  individual  peculiarity,  as  entirely  above  anything  odd, 
far-fetched,  or  fantastical,  as  congenial  to  the  general  ideas  of  human  nature, 
and  as  fitted,  therefore,  for  permanent  approbation  and  imitation,  as  any 
that  can  be  named.     These  extracts  from  the  Preface  will  suffice  to  justify 
what  we  have  said  in  recommendation  of  the  volume  itself.     It  cannot  fail, 
should  it  obtain  the  circulation  it  deserves,  to  raise  Dryden  in  the  general 
estimation.    For  at  a  trifling  cost,  and  without  imposing  any  labour,  it  at 
once  introduces  ordinary  readers  and  youthful  students  to  all  the  best  pas- 
sages in  his  numerous  productions,  unaccompanied  by  any  that  can  be 
regarded  as  tedious,  coarse,  or  disagreeable.     In  one  word,  his  poetry  is 
presented  in  these  pages  as  affording  some  of  the  most  perfect  models  of 
expression  to  be  found  amongst  the  British  classics.     We  only  wish  the 
book  were  in  the  hands  of  all  tutors,  for  we  are  certain  that  it  would  then 
soon  find  its  way  to  their  pupils. 


A  MANUAL  OP  ANCIENT  GEOGRAPHY,  FOR  THE  USE  OF  SCHOOLS.   BY 

THE  REV.  w.  L.  BEVAN,  M.A*  (Loudou :  Parker  and  Son,  West  Strand,) 

This  manual  is  intended  to  convey  to  the  younger  class  of  learners  an  out- 
line of  ancient  geography.  The  author  begins  with  Asia,  and,  after  a 
general  view  of  its  main  physical  peculiarities,  its  mountains,  rivers,  bays, 
&c.,  goes  through  its  several  divisions,  beginning  with  the  better  known 
Lesser  Asia,  and  working  eastward  to  the  less  explored  tracts  of  India, 
Scythia,  &c.  Then  Europe  and  Africa  are  treated  of,  not  in  elaborate  par- 
ticularity but  broad  outline,  so  as  not  to  distract  the  mind  of  the  young 
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learner  by  multiplicity  of  detail.  He  will  tbus  acquire  a  general  idea  of 
the  several  countries,  which  can  be  worked  up  into  greater  distinctness  ia 
after  years.    An  index  is  appended,  giving  the  book  additional  value. 

ELEMBNTS  OF  PRACTICAL  6B0METRT,  FOR  SCHOOLS  AND  WORKMEN.  BT 
TUB  AUTHOR  OF  ^'ARITHMETIC  FOR  T0UK6  CHILDREN/'  "EXERCISES 
FOR  THE  senses/'  *'  DRAWING  FOR  TOUNO  CHILDREN,"  ETC.     (Londoa : 

Groombridge  and  Sons,) 
We  had  almost  thrown  this  book  on  the  common  heap  of  Euclids  wiih 
which  we  are  becoming  encumbered.  They  come  in  so  thick  upon  us— 
editions  of  the  First  Book,  editions  of  the  First  Two  Books,  editions  of 
the  First  Three  Books — that  we  have  not  space  so  much  as  to  chronicle 
their  titles,  the  only  particular  in  which  they  differ. 

Amidst  tliis  glut  of  theoretical  geometries,  it  is  very  refreshing  to  meet 
one  practical  woik.  The  encouragement  of  the  study  of  Euclid  in 
Elementary  Schools  by  the  Education  Committee  has  no  doubt  given  (he 
stimulus  to  the  publication  of  the  First  Three  Books ;  and  the  whole 
thing  will  probably  turn  out  a  mistake.  It  may  be  a  question  whether 
Euclid  is  the  sort  of  geometry  which  will  afford  the  best  intellectual  train- 
ing to  pupil  teachers  ;  but  in  regard  to  the  children  in  our  schools  we  caa 
safely  say  that  the  attempt  to  teach  them  Euclid  is  a  mere  farce :  they 
do  not  derive  from  it  even  the  small  amount  of  benefit  which  it  yields  lo 
those  who  learn  the  propositions  by  rote.  Practical  geometry  is  the  part 
of  the  science  that  should  be  taught  to  these  children  ;  in  the  Grst  place, 
because  it  can  be  taught,  and  in  the  second,  because  it  is  both  interesting 
and  useful  to  them.  We  can  recommend  the  present  volume  as  an  ex- 
cellent little  manual  on  the  subject.  We  hope .  to  see  it  obtain  an  ex- 
tensive circulation  in  our  schools. 


THE  FIRST  STEP  IN  CHEMISTRY.  BT  ROBERT  OALLOWAY,  F.  C.  S.,  LEC- 
TURER ON  CHEMISTRY,  PUTNEY  COLLEGE,  FORMERLY  CHEMICAL  AS- 
SISTANT  IN   THE    MUSEUM    OF    PRACTICAL   GEOLOGY.       (Loudon  I     Johu 

Churchill.) 
When  Mr.  Galloway  wrote  this  work  he  must  have  been  unaware  of  the 
existence  of  Mr.  Tate's  '*  Outlines  of  Experimental  Chemistry.'*    He 
says : — 

« 

*' Treatises  on  analysis  and  ireneral  chemistry  ars  the  only  works  on  the 
science  which  have  hitherto  been  furnished  for  the  use  of  schools  or  for  self- 
tuition.  The  former  cannot  be  employed  in  a  rudimentary  course  of  instroc- 
tion,  as  they  require  an  acquaintance  with  the  first  principles  of  the  science,  and 
the  latter,  not  containing  any  systematic  or  regular  course  of  exercises,  cannot 
well  be  adopted  as  class-books.  A  first  course  of  instruction  has  therefore  been 
wanting,  and  it  was  with  the  view  of  supplying  this  deficiency  that  the  present 
work  was  written.*' 

We  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Galloway's  book  is  at  all  likely  to  supersede 
Mr.  Tate's.  In  a  first  treatise  on  any  branch  of  experimental  science, 
the  experiments  should  be  the  principal  feature  ;  and  to  aid  the  pupil  in 
performing  the  experiments,  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  illustrated 
by  figures.  An  important  principle,  tl.e  same  in  both  cases,  is  here  involved, 
namely,  that  of  appealing  to  the  perception  or  eyesight  of  the  learners.  Mr. 
Galloway's  book  is  deficient  in  both  these  respects.  The  experiments  do 
not  commence  till  more  than  one  half  of  the  book  has  been  gone  through, 
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and  there  is  not  a  single  diag^m  in  the  whole  of  it.  Mr.  Tate's  book,  on 
the  contrary,  beg^ins  at  once  with  experiments,  and  is  well  illustrated. 
Besides  this,  taking  mere  size  into  account,  Mr.  Tate's  is  the  cheaper 
work. 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE  DIFFERENTIAL  OALCOLtTS  AND  THE  ELEMENTS 
OF  THE  INTEGRAL  CALCULUS,  'WITH  NUMEROUS  EXAMPLES.  BY  J. 
TODHUNTER,    M.A.,    FELLOW   OF   ST.   JOHN^S    COLLEGE,    CAMBRIDGE. 

(Cambridge :  Mactnillan  and  Co,) 
Mr.  Todhunter's  treatise  on  the  Differential  Calculus  is  a  very  meritori- 
ous work,  surpassing  in  interest  and  execution  many  of  those  which  have  re- 
cently emanated  from  the  press.  Possessed  of  no  ordinary  talents,  which 
have  been  assiduously  cultivated  in  early  life-developed  by  experience  in 
a  first-rate  educational  establishment — and  matured  by  a  university  educa- 
tion, he  has  produced  a  treatise  on  this  important  part  of  pure  science, 
which  will  take  its  place  amongst  our  standard  educational  works. 

In  the  preface  the  author  states  that  he  has  "  endeavoured  to  exhibit  a 
comprehensive  view  of  the  Differential  Calculus  on  the  method  of  limits  ;" 
and  that  "  in  the  more  elementary  portions  he  has  entered  into  considerable 
detail  in  the  explanations,  with  the  hope  that  a  reader,  who  is  without  the 
assistance  of  a  tutor,  may  be  enabled  to  acquire  a  competent  acquaintance 
with  the  subject."  Numerous  and  well-selected  examples  from  the  coUege 
and  university  examination  papers  have  been  appended  to  the  different 
chapters. 

In  an  introductory  chapter,  explanatory  of  the  principle  of  limits,  the 
following  important  theorem  is  fully  discussed : — 

"  When  X  increases  indefinitely,  the  expression  (14-  —  1     approaches  a 

« 

certain  limit  which  lies  between  2  and  3  ;**  and  some  judicious  remarks 
are  then  advanced  respecting  the  difficulties  which  beset  the  student  at  the 
commencement  of  his  studies  in  this  department  of  pure  mathematics. 
Unable  to  comprehend  the  general  scope  of  the  subject,  or  to  discover  any 
jiraetieal  application  of  the  somewhat  abstruse  points  to  which  his  atten- 
tion is  directed,  the  student  naturally  entertains  a  lurking  suspicion  that 
the  methods  employed  are  only  approximative,  and  the  results  not  ab-. 
solutely  true.  The  notion  of  a  limit  favours  the  suspicion,  and  it  is  no 
easy  task  to  meet  the  objections  which  may  be  urged  on  this  point.  Mr. 
Todhunter  advises  the  student  "  to  ^x  his  attention  very  carefully  on  some 
part  of  the  subject,  to  examine  the  demonstrations  of  the  formulae,  and  if 
he  can  find  no  flaw  in  them,  he  must  allow  that  results  absolute  true  and 
free  from  all  approximation  can  be  legitimately  derived  by  the  doctrine  of 
limits.** 

The  fundamental  definition  of  the  Differential  Calculus  is  thus  given : — 
"  Let  0  {x)  denote  any  function  of  a?,  and  ^  (a?  +  A)  the  same  function  of 

a?  +  A ;  then  the  limiting  value  of 7 •'  when  A  is  made  indefi- 
nitely small,  is  called  the  differential  coefficient  of  ^  (a?)  with  respect  to  x ; 

r                                                          .      ^  (a?  +  A)  —  ^  (a?) 
but  as  there  is  here  a;n  assumption  that  the  fraction -. really 
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h(U  a  limit ;  the  author  adopts  a  more  rigorous  definition,  and  proceeds 

^  (a?  +  A)  —  A  (x) 
thus : — "  If J have  a  limit  when  h  is  made  indefinitely  small, 

that  limit  is  called  the  differential  coefficient  of  <p  (x)  with  respect  to  x." 

J* 
The  symbol  -j  which  denotes  this  limit  is  to  be  considered  as  a  whole, 

and  a  separate  meaning  is  not  assigned  to  dy  and  dx.  Keeping  to  this 
definition  and  notation,  the  differential  coefficients  of  all  the  ordinary  ele« 
mentary  functions  are  obtained  by  processes  characterized  by  great  elegance 
and  precision,  and  an  excellent  collection  of  examples  for  practice  in  dif- 
ferentiation is  added  to  the  chapters  on  this  subject.  The  student  would 
do  well  to  work  the  whole  of  these  examples,  as  facility  in  differentiation 
can  only  be  acquired  by  much  practice. 

Several  chapters  of  the  work  are  devoted  to  successive  difiBrentiaton— in 
expansion  of  functions — Lagrange  and  Laplace's  theorems — ^limiting  values 
of  functions  which  assume  an  indeterminate  form, — and  the  change  of  the 
independent  variable,  and  so  on ;  but,  highly  important  as  these  subjects 
are,  we  are  of  opinion  that  some  practical  application  of  the  principles  of 
the  calculus  should  have  preceded  many  of  them  ; — as  for  instance,  the 
maxima  and  minima  values  of  functions  of  one  variable,  and  tangents  and 
normals  to  a  plain  curve.  Questions  relating  to  maxima  and  minima  values 
of  functions,  furnish  very  pleasing  applications  of  the  first  principles  of  the 
science,  and  give  the  student  some  notion  of  the  immense  power  which  the 
calculus  puts  into  his  hands.  The  various  topics  and  propositions  usually 
found  in  treatises  on  the  differential  calculus,  are  fully  developed  and  illus- 
trated by  a  variety  of  well-chosen  examples.  In  the  concluding  part  of 
the  Differential  Calculus,  the  author  introduces  a  chapter  on  differentiaU, 
from  which  we  extract  the  following  passage : — 

"  Nearly  all  the  recent  treatises  on  the  Differential  Calculus  have  followed  the 
method  of  limits,  and  the  only  point  of  importance  in  which  a  difference  exists 
among  them  is  with  respect  to  the  use  of  differentials.    In  the  present  work 

-T-  has  been  defined  as  one  symbol,  thus — the  limit  of ^  when  h  is 

dx  h 

indefinitely  diminished  is  denoted  by  JL,    Some  writers  add  the  following  words 

dx 

— the  quantities  dx  and  dy  are  called  ike  differentials  of  x  and  y  respectively ; 
their  absolute  values  are  indeterminate,  and  they  may  be  either  finite  or  indefinitely 

small,  provided  their  relative  magnitudes  be  such  that  -f-^  is  equal  to  the  Unit 

dx 

above  mentioned.    With  this  meaning  attached  to  dy  and  dx,  such  equations  may 
occur  as 

dy^^*  {x)  dx, 

where  ^'  {x)  is  the  differential  coefficient  of  <p  {x)  or  y." 

After  pointing  out  some  of  the  principal  differences  between  those  works 
which  use  differentials,  and  the  present,  the  author  concludes  the  volume 
with  a  short  account  of  the  Integral  Calculus ;  and  here  we  meet  with 
differential  expressions  in  abundance.  We  do  not  see  the  propriety  of 
using  differential  coefficients  in  one  part  of  the  calculus,  and  differentials 
in  the  other.    To  be  consistent,  the  author  should  have  used  either  the 
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one  method  or  the  other  throughout  the  entire  volume,  and  such  expres- 

sions  as  f'Z'lZ  fim  x  dx  ot  f  —-7 7 -r.,  should  have  found  no 

J  iK  u^tj  J  »^  (a  +  OX  —  cx^) 

place  in  the  Integral  Calculus.  If  the  advocates  of  the  differential  coeffi- 
cient method  attach  no  meaning  whatever  to  the  separate  symbol  dxy  what 
construction  can  be  put  upon  such  expressions  as  those  alluded  to,  as  well 
as  a  host  of  others  which  abound  in  the  Integral  Calculus  ?  Is  there  such  a 
gulf  fixed  between  the  two  operations  of  differentiation  and  integration, 
that  it  requires  to  be  bridged  over  by  a  chapter  on  differentials  ?  ^ 

In  concluding  our  short  notice  of  this  volume,  we  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing our  approbation  of  the  able  manner  in  which  the  author  has 
treated  the  various  topics  which  it  contains,  and  the  ample  supply  of  exam- 
ples will  render  it  unnecessary  to  refer  to  any  other  work  for  illustration. 
It  will  be  found  a  very  useful  book,  and  the  explanations  in  the  early  part 
of  the  volume  are  clear  and  convincing,  and  cannot  fail  to  interest  the 
student  who  is  desirous  of  seeing  the  truths  of  this  highly  important 
branch  of  science  established  on  a  firm  foundation. 


Louis's  school  days  :  a  story  for  boys,  'by  e.  j.  may.  second  edi- 
tion.    (Bath:  Binns  and  Goodwin) . 

This  tale  has  evidently  been  inspired  by  "  The  Crofton  Boys."  The  scenes, 
the  incidents,  the  characters,  and  the  conversations  are  all  so  similar  to 
those  of  Miss  Martineau's  clever  and  popular  tale,  that  no  one  can  fail  to 
be  struck  by  the  resemblance  before  having  read  many  chapters. 

But  there  are  some  striking  and  important  differences  between  the  two 
books,  which  incline  us  to  think  that  the  imitation  has  been  intentional, 
although  this  is  not  stated.  The  school  in  "Louis's  School  Days"  is  of 
a  higher  class  than  that  in  "  The  Crofton  Boys."  It  is  an  establishment 
for  the  sons  of  the  aristocracy,  instead  of  a  boarding  school  for  the  middle 
classes.  The  whole  of  this  story,  therefore,  is  cast  in  a  higher  rank  of 
society  than  its  prototype. 

A  far  more  important  difference  is,  that  the  conduct  of  the  actors  in  the 
present  story  is  always  traced  to  their  religious  state  at  the  time.  The 
story  has  thus  a  value  as  a  vehicle  of  religious  instruction,  besides  the  inte- 
rest which  it  possesses  as  a  fiction.  This  seems  to  be  the  great  aim  of  the 
writer,  who  was  probably  anxious  to  supply  a  great  and  obvious  defect  in 
Miss  Martineau's  work.  We  must  say,  that  we  have  never  seen  the  out- 
ward conduct  of  the  young  traced  so  minutely  to  the  religious  state  of  their 
minds. 

At  the  same  time,  the  interest  attaching  to  the  tale  as  a  mere  fiction  is 
quite  as  great  as  that  of  "  The  Crofton  Boys."  The  story  is  well  contrived 
and  perfectly  natural,  and  the  various  incidents  are  described  with  great 
truthfulness.  This  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  tale  is  no  "  fiction 
founded  on  fact"  (so  we  are  told  in  the  preface),  but  purely  a  fiction  ;  and 
still  more  so,  as  the  writer  of  this  story,  like  the  writer  of  "  The  Crofton 
Boys,"  is,  to  judge  from  certain  unmistakeable  indications,  one  of  the  fair 
sex. 

This  volume,  Uke  most  of  those  that  are  issued  from  the  establishment 
of  Messrs.  Binns  and  Goodwin,  has  an  elegant  and  tasteful  exterior. 
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FOOTSTEPS  TO  HISTORY:  BEING  AN  EPITOME  OF  THE  HISTORIES  OF  ENG- 
LAND AND  FRANCE,  EMBRACING  THE  COTEMPORANEOUS  PERIODS  FROM 
THE    FIFTH  TO    THE  NINETEENTH    CENTURIES.       fiT    LOUISA    ANTHONY. 

(London :   Whit  taker  ^  Co.) 

The  principal  object  of  this  work  is,  "that,  by  the  medium  of  rhyme, 
the  leading  facts  of  history  may  be  acquired  by  rote  at  an  early  age,  and 
form  a  gradation  for  after-knowledge.*'  The  biographies  of  the  monarchs 
of  England  and  France  are  given  as  illustrations  of  the  verse.  And  to 
this  outline  of  civil  and  military  aifairs,  to  which,  as  the  authoress  very 
significantly  observe?,  the  term  history  is  usually  applied,  are  added  (in 
smaller  type)  slight  sketches  of  literature,  arts,  and  manufactures,  in  which 
the  progressive  civilization  of  the  two  countries  may  be  investigated  hy 
the  more  advanced  student.  Genealogical  tables  are  also  dispersed 
through  the  book.  The  reason  for  taking  the  history  of  two  countries  is, 
as  the  title-page  expresses  it,  '*  that  the  history  of  one  country  may  be 
the  means  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  other." 

The  authoress  has  satisfactorily  accomplished  the  task  which  she  pro- 
posed to  herself. 


RUDIMENTARY  TREATISE  ON  ARITHMETIC.  FOR  THE  USE  OF  SCHOOLS, 
AND  FOR  SELF-INSTRUCTION.  BY  J.  R.  YOUNG,  LATE  PROFESSOR  OF 
MATHEMATICS    IN    BELFAST  COLLEGE.       (LoudoH :    JohnWeole,) 

Professor  Young  deserves  great  credit  for  his  superior  treatise.  It  is 
true  he  does  not  treat  the  subject  thoroughly  from  first  principles;  but 
with  the  old  rules  he  gives  reasons,  and  the  work  is  evidently  the  produc- 
tion of  independent  thought.  In  fact,  as  the  author  informs  us  in  his  pre- 
face, it  consists  of  just  such  lessons  as  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  giving 
to  his  own  pupils.  This  will  particularly  adapt  it  to  the  use  of  ''the 
solitary  and  self-dependent  student."  The  excellent  and  original  series  of 
questions  which  it  contains,  all  of  them  of  a  useful  and  practical  character, 
will  also  make  it  acceptable  to  schoolmasters  and  teachers.  For  school- 
boys we  do  not  think  it  suitable.  All  that  is  required  for  them  is  a  collec- 
tion of  examples  for  practice.  The  theoretical  principles  ought  to  he 
explained  bv  the  master. 


ANSWERS  TO  THE  MATHEMATICAL  QUESTIONS. 
QuES.  145. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Abbott y  Twickenham, 

Show  that  if  any  square  number  be  divided  by  6,  the  remainders  will 
be  0,  1,  3,  or  4. 

Answered  by  the  Proposer. 

All  whole  nnmbera  have  the  form  6n,  6n  +  1,  6n+  2,  6n  +  3,  C»i  +  4,  6ii  +  5,  where  « 
is  any  integer.     And  the  squares  have  the  forms;  SSn^,  36w'+  12n  +  l,  36n-  +  24«  +  4, 
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36n2  +  36«  +  9,  36n'  +  48n  +  16,  36»3  +  60n  +  25.    Therefore  the  remainderB,  after  divid- 
ing by  6,  are  0, 1,  4,  3,  4,  1,  that  is,  the  remainders  are  1,  3,  or  4. 


QuES.  146. — Proposed  by  Nemo. 
Given{-^^+^i;*r3*^^}tofind^andy. 


Anavoered  by  A,  M.,  Mr,  Cowley,  and  the  Proposer. 
Dividing  each  side  of  the  first  equation  by  y,  we  get 

Solving  this  as  a  quadratic  for  --- ,  we  get 


— .  «  3or-4, 
.*.  —  =*  9  or  16. 

y 

Multiplying  this  and  the  second  equation  together,  we  get 

a?'  =  27or48, 

.*.  J?  =  3  or  2v  6 
3 
and  y  =  1  or  2  » .-g 

QuES.  147. — Proposed  by  Mr.  TTilkinson,  Burnley. 

Draw  a  tangent  to  a  given  circle,  that  shall  be  divided  in  a  given  ratio 
by  the  point  of  contact,  any  diameter  produced,  and  a  line  perpendicular 
to  that  diameter  given  in  position. 

Answered  by  the  Proposer, 

Construction. — Let  A  B  be  the  diameter, 
D  the  centre ;  CM  the  perpendicular,  given 
in  position.  Draw  the  diameter  E  H  pa- 
rallel to  C  M,  and  take  E  P  :  P  C,  in  E  C 
joined,  in  the  given  ratio  : — then  a  semi- 
circle through  P  H,  determines  Q  in  A  B, 
and  the  perpendicalar  QT  determines  T 
the  point  of  contact. 

DemoTMtration. — Draw  P  Q,  H  Q,  the 
latter  meeting  the  circle  at  R,  and  join 
E  R.  Then  since  the  point  N  is  obviously 
the  poUf  and  QT  the  polar t  with  respect 
to  the  circle  AEBH,  the  line  ER  will 
pass  through  N ; — also,  since  the  triangles 
H  Q  P,  H  R  E,  are  right  angled,  we  have 
by  parallels — 

QN:  QC::EP:PC::TN  :TM; 

the  given  ratio.     Q.  E.  D. 

This  question  was  given  in  the  '*  Ladies'  Diary/'  for  the  year  1782,  but  the  fore- 
going solution  is  decidedly  original. 

QuES.  148. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Collins,  A.B.,  Liverpool. 

A  B  and  A  C  are  two  fixed  straight  lines  in  which  take  two  variable 
points  B'  and  C,  so  that  m  xBB'±n  xCC'  =  a  constant  line,  m  and  n 
being  given  numbers  (when  the  sign  of  n  is  negative,  and  the  constant  = 
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0,  then  B  B'  :  C  C  is  constant,  being  =  n  :  m).     Then  it  is  required  to 
prove,  that  the  circle  passing  through  A.  B'  G  will  pass  through  another 
fixed  point,  and  A'  which  may  or  may  not  coincide  with  A. 
The  solution  of  this  qaestion  is  deferred  until  next  month. 

LIST   OF    MATHEMATICAL   ANSWERS. 

W.  H.  Levy,  Shelbourne,  ans.  145, 146, 147  ;  T.  Abbott,  Twickenham,  ans.  145, 146  ; 
J.  Wilkinson,  Burnley,  ans.  147  j  A.  G.  P.,  Herts,  ans.  145;  J.  Salter,  Durham,  ans. 
145,  147;  A.  M.,  ans.  145,  146,  147;  Nemo,  ans.  146;  J.  Cowley,  ans.  146;  J.  P., 
Newcastle,  ans*  145,  147 ;  T.  Thompson,  Felton,  ans.  145,  147. 


NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE   ANSWERED   IN    OUR    NuMBER   FOR   DECEMBER,    1852. 

QuES.  149. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Crook,  Twickenham. 

A  had  sovereign,  when  weighed  in  air,  is  found  to  be  equal  in  weight  to 
a  good  one  ;  but  when  the  two  are  separately  weighed  in  water^  the  bad 

sovereign  weighs  jg  less  than  the  good  one.     Now,  supposing  the  bad 

sovereign  to  be  alloyed  with  lead,  what  would  be  the  proportion  of  gold 
and  lead  in  it. 

QuES.  150. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Salter,  Durham. 

A  cannon  ball,  weighing  10  lbs.,  is  discharged  with  the  velocity  of  80 
feet  per  second  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon  which  weighs  half  a  ton  ; 
required  the  velocity  of  its  recoil. 

QuES.  151. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Wilkinson,  Burnley. 

If  P  Q  Q  Q  &c.  be  a  decimal  fraction  in  which  P  contains  p  digits  and  Q 
contains  q  digits,  recurring  in  infinitum,  the  equivalent  vulgar  fraction  is 

P  Q  Q«  Q 

+ r—  + -TTT  + rr  +  &c.,  ad  infinitum. 

IQP       l(f  +  «     lO'''*"^     10^  +  '« 

P  Q  —  P 

It  is  required  to  sum  this  series,  and  show  that  it  is  » 


lO^(lO'-l) 


Co  Con'(£;ponKenti^. 


W.  J.  R.'s  letter  has  been  received :  we  can  only  refer  him  to  our  former  notice. 

J.  M.  W. — We  do  not  know  of  any  book  for  French  composition  on  the  plan  of  the 
books  you  name.  We  should  advise  you  to  take  the  work  of  some  good  French  author, 
and  translate  portions  of  it  into  free  English,— put  it  away,  and,  after  a  short  interval, 
re-translate  it  into  French,  and  compare  it  with  the  original.  We  do  not  think  you  will 
find  any  exercise  book  so  efifectual  as  this  method. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE   ANT'S  BOOK,  OR  GUIDE  TO  A  RA- 
TIONAL EDUCATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

Translated  from  the  German  of  C.  O.  Salzmann^ 

(CmUmuedfrom  p,  442*) 

TO  HERMAN. 

So  name  I  you,  dear  young  man,  that  feel  in  your  breast  a  desire  to 
distiaguish  yourself  in  the  world  by  actively  promoting  the  welfare  of 
mankind. 

Give  me  your  hand.  If  you  do  not  feel  in  yourself  decided  talent  and 
inclination  for  some  other  profession — devote  yourself  to  teaching. 

This  will  give  you  opportunities  of  being  truly  active  on  behalf  of  your 
fellow-men.  He  who  drains  marshes,  constructs  highways,  secures  for  others 
opportunities  of  supplying  their  wants,  he  who  plants  gardens,  founds 
hospitals,  also  works  mr  the  good  of  mankind,  but  not  so.  directly  and 
comprehensively  as  the  teacher.  The  former  improves  the  condition  of 
man,  the  latter  improves  man  himself.  And  if  man  is  once  improved,  im- 
provement arises  spontaneously  out  of  him,  and  the  pupil  whom  you  have 
succeeded  in  improving,  has,  in  the  station  in  which  Providence  places  him, 
the  means  of  making  the  condition  of  thousands  of  his  brethren  more 
pleasant  and  more  comfortable. 

In  no  class  of  persons  will  you  find  so  great  a  capacity  for  all  that  is 
good  as  amoiig  children.  A  child's  heart  is  a  real  virgin  soil,  in  which  every 
grain  of  seed  rapidly  strikes  root  and  springs  forth  ;  it  is  a  piece  of  wax 
which  readily  takes  any  form  into  which  you  press  it.  The  heart  of  a  grown- 
up person  is  like  ground  that  is  already  covered  with  vegetation,  which  has 
struck  its  roots  deep  down  into  it,  and  which  must  first  be  eradicated  with 
great  and  often  unavailing  trouble,  if  the  seed  which  you  throw  into  it  is  to 
flourish ;  it  is  like  a  piece  of  marble  which  must  be  wrought  with  great 
care,  and  in  which,  after  long  and  wearisome  labour,  we  often  come  upon 
a  vein  that  renders  all  further  labour  useless.  If  you  really  learn  the  art 
of  teaching  thoroughly,  and  practise  it  conscientiously,  you  will  certainly 
procure  for  yourself  the  happiness  of  some  day  seeing  men,  men  educated 
by  yourself,  who  are  working  with  power  and  effect  for  the  promotion  of 
aU  that  is  good. 

Do  not  tell  me  that  teaching  |isJso  laborious  a  duty.  Where  then  is 
there  an  occupation  which  contributes  to  the  general  good  that  is  not 
laborious  ?  And  if  there  were  such  a  one — as,  for  instance,  the  cutting  up 
of  a  pie — would  you  then  devote  yourself  to  it?  But,  believe  me,  the 
teacher's  work  is  not  so  laborious  as  you  think.  Teachers  who  did  not 
understand  their  work  have  brought  it  into  disrepute.  Only  attend  to  the 
hints  which  are  given  you  in  this  book,  and  follow  them,  and  you  will  in 
teaching  find  labour  indeed,  but  almost  always  such  as  is  rewarded  by 
speedy  success,  and  which,  therefore,  scarcely  deserves  the  name  of  labour. 
And  tnis  small  amount  of  labour — by  what  manifold  joys  will  it  be  sweetened ! 
See,  what  a  harmless,  happy  race  the  little  people  are  in  whose  circle  the 
teacher  works.  If  you  become  a  real  teacher,  and  learn  to  let  yourself 
down  to  their  level,  will  not  their  constant  cheerfulness  have  a  good  in- 
fluence upon  you  ? 

Experience  shows  that  men  who  live  and  move  in  a  youthful  atmosphere 
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generally  live  to  an  advanced  age ;  while  those  of  the  friends  of  their  youthi 
who  work  in  the  atmosphere  of  grown-up  people,  drop  off  one  after  another. 
This  undeniahle  fact  has  often  heen  ascribed  to  the  youthful  exhalations 
which  such  men  inspire,  and  which  are  said  to  attenuate  the  thickening 
mass  of  their  blood.  Whether  this  is  true  I  cannot  decide,  as  I  have  not 
the  requisite  medical  knowledge.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  constant 
mirth  and  cheerfulness  of  youth  contribute  to  this  result,  if  they  are  not 
counteracted  by  caprice  and  ill-temper.  If  we  go  to  sit  ourselves  down  in 
the  easy  chair,  and  to  wait  quietly  till  the  vapours  have  passed  off,  a 
lively  boy  comes  bounding  to  us,  asks  us  to  gratify  one  of  his  youthful 
wishes,  and  makes  us  quit  the  easy  chair.  Yonder  some  joyous  boys  are 
beginning  a  merry  game,  which  disposes  us  also  to  cheerfulness.  Now  the 
bell  calls  us  into  the  school-room,  where,  if  the  instruction  is  to  be  success- 
ful, we  must  shake  off  ill-humour  and  put  on  a  cheerful  mood.  Thus  the 
teacher  who  acts  according  to  his  vocation  may  be  said  to  grow  young 
every  day,  and  to  keep  age  with  all  its  ills  far  from  him. 
Teaching,  however,  you  perhaps  think,  is  so  badly  paid. 
Do  you  indeed  believe  so  ?  It  appears  to  me  that  no  occupation  is  more 
remunerative  than  this.  Are  then  cheerfulness,  health,  a  serene  old  age, 
which  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  true  teacher,  are  these  trifles  ? 

Next  to  this,  he  may  also  reckon  upon  another  recompense ;  that  is,  his 
own  improvement.  The  teacher  who  does  not  pursue  his  business  merely 
as  a  means  of  earning  his  bread,  with  whom  the  improvement  of  the  chil- 
dren intrusted  to  his  care  is  the  main  object,  must  in  any  case  become  a  good 
and  noble-minded  man.  What  ?  Can  he  be  always  warmly  commending 
duty,  without  reflecting  daily  upon  it  and  feeling  its  value,  without  making 
himself  a  model  of  its  performance  ?  Can  he  live  among  young  people 
whose  quick  eyes  mark  every  fault,  whose  frankness  makes  every  fault  per- 
ceptible, without  correcting  his  own  failings  ?  The  proverb,  docendo 
discemus,  so  true  of  intellectual  instruction,  is  also  true  of  moral  training. 
If  we  earnestly  endeavour  to  improve  the  children  committed  to  our  charge, 
we  are  ourselves  improved. 

And  now,  my  good  Herman,  if,  in  the  teacher's  profession,  you  become 
healthy  and  cheerful,  if  in  it  your  inner  man  prospers,  and  you  gain  a  more 
and  more  noble  mind,  are  you  not  sufficiently  rewarded  ?  £ven  supposing 
that  you  had  to  pass  your  days  in  extreme  destitution,  are  you  not  suffi- 
ciently rewarded?  Or,  would  you  really  give  up  all  this  in  order  to  play  a 
brilliant  part  in  the  world  ?  Would  you  rather  sit  ill  at  a  richly  spread 
table,  than  with  a  good  appetite  at  a  simple  meal  ?  Would  you  rather 
have  rejoicing  around  you  and  within  you  grief,  than  cheerfidness  within 
you  and  around  you  quiet?  Would  you  rather  command  a  svmrm  of 
base  souls  than  govern  yourself?  Well,  then,  strike  the  bargain;  but — 
my  Herman,  you  are  not — to  you  this  book  is  not  dedicated. 

To  you  I  turn,  who  can  feel  the  worth  of  this  great  reward.     If  even 

you  obtain  no  other  but  this,  you  will  be  able  to  dispense  with  every  other. 

But,  if  you  exert  yourself  to  become,  not  a  moderate,  but  a  first-rate 

teacher,  other  remuneration  will  not  be  wanting.    The  times  are  gone  by 

in  which  the  teacher's  of&ce  was  regarded  with  contempt. 

PREFACE. 

When,  in  writing  the  Crab's  Book,  I  adopted  a  title  from  the  insect 
world,  it  was  my  intention  to  write  a  series  of  works  which  should  take 
their  names  from  insects.     But  business  vrith  which  I  was  from  that  time 
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overloaded  always  preyented  me  from  doing  so ;  and  now  approaching 
age  leaves  xne  little  hope  of  being  able  to  carry  out  my  design.  "  The 
Scorpion's  Book,  or  Guide  to  an  Irrational  Government  of  Nations/'  as 
also  ''The  Spider's  Book,  or  Guide  to  an  Irrational  Mode  of  leading  the 
Married  Life,"  will,  therefore,  not  come  into  existence.  "  The  Ant's  Book, 
or  the  Guide  to  a  Rational  Education  of  Teachers/'  however,  makes  its 
appearance  here. 

Why  the  strange  title  7  it  will  be  asked.  First,  that  readers  may  be 
thereby  attracted.  The  contents  of  this  book  appear  to  me  so  important,  that 
I  wish  it  may  be  read  and  considered  by  all  who  teach  or  employ  teachers. 
At  the  same  time,  there  is  a  fear  lest,  in  the  flood  of  books  with  which 
Germany  is  inundated  at  every  fair,  it  might  not  be  observed,  if  it  did  not 
receive  some  striking  distinction  which  will  catch  the  eye,  and  mark  it  out 
among  the  thousands  of  books  by  which  it  will  be  surrounded.  And  what 
is  more  suitable  for  this  purpose  than  the  title  ?  Another  person  would, 
perhaps,  have  chosen  a  Greek  or  French  name,  or  the  name  of  some 
divinity  or  sage  of  antiquity ;  the  title,  ''  The  Aiit's  Book,"  pleased  me, 
however. 

In  the  second  place,  I  chose  this  title,  because  the  ''Crab's  Book"  was 

.  received  so  well  that  it  is  still  read,  and  here  and  there  recommended  after 

a  lapse  of  twenty-four  years,  and  because  I  might  therefore  venture  to  hope 

that  the  similarity  of  the  name  would  procure  the  book  a  similar  approval 

with  the  public. 

Lastly,  a  reason  for  this  choice  is  really  to  be  found  in  the  ant-hill  itself. 
The  parents  of  the  ants,  after  they  have  propagated  their  race,  mount  into 
the  air,,  and  are,  after  the  manner  of  men,  unconcerned  about  their  young 
ones,  the  care  and  education  of  whom  they  leave  to  the  ants,  who  are 
destined  by  nature  for  a  lower  sphere  of  action.  These  now  do  their  work 
in  first-rate  style  ;  they  bring  the  young  ones  into  the  sun  every  day,  run 
to  their  assistance  when  danger  threatens  them,  and  the  result  answers  for 
the  goodness  of  the  education,  as  every  ant-hill  is  the  seat  of  health, 
cleanliness,  activity,  and  obedience,  which  are  vainly  sought  for  in  many 
human  societies,  but  to  which  the  young  ants  are  accustomed  from  their 
birth.  As  Solomon,  therefore,  directs  the  sluggard  to  the  ant-hill,  so  also, 
in  another  respect,  might  the  attention  of  the  teacher  be  called  to  it. 

So  much  for  the  title.  As  for  the  contents,  they  appear  to  me  to  be  of 
great  importance.  We  have  an*abundance  of  books  containing  directions 
for  the  education  of  children,  but  there  appears  to  me  to  be  still  a  want  of 
directions  for  the  education  of  teachers.  What,  however,  is  the  use  of  the 
former,  if  the  latter  do  not  exist  ?  What  is  the  use  of  all  the  theories,  if 
the  persons  are  wanting  who  can  carry  them  out  ?  Instead  of  endeavour- 
ing to  put  into  practice  the  good  and  true  which  we  already  know  about 
education,  we  go  on  setting  up  new  theories,  which,  Hke  those  that  pre- 
ceded them,  will  fail  to  be  carried  into  execution.  We  are  Hke  theoretical 
builders,  who  can  make  fancy  sketches  with  the  pencil  for  the  most  perfect 
structures,  but  which,  however,  always  remain  sketches,  only  good  for 
covering  the  walls,  for  instance,  because  those  who  made  them  do  not 
possess  the  practical  skill  which  would  enable  them  to  realize  their 
designs. 

Oh,  give  us  good  teachers  I  give  us  men  who  have  the  inclination,  talent, 
and  skill  to  treat  children  rationally,  to  gain  their  love  and  confidence,  to 
awaken  their  faculties,  to  guide  their  inclinations,  and,  by  their  instruction 
and  example,  to  make  the  young  people  that  which,  according  to  their 
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abilities  and  the  oecnpations  for  which  thej  are  destined,  they  can  and 
ought  to  be ;  and  education  will  succeed  without  our  having  any  need  of 
new  theories.  Thus  out  of  the  Tillage  school  of  manj  an  intelligent^  right- 
minded  schoolmaster,  who  never  heard  anjrthing  of  abstract  duty,  nor 
studied  new  theories  on  the  method  of  teaching  to  read,  gradually  goes  forth 
a  community  which  distinguishes  itself  to  its  advantage  in  the  whole  sur- 
roundingdistrict,  by  integrity,  clear-sightedness,  order,  activity,  and  a  tsste 
for  readmg,  and  leaves  behind  it  all  who  have  been  educated  according  to 
the  most  recent  theories  by  men  who  did  not  know  how  to  educate. 

What,  for  instance,  is  more  reasonable  than  the  requirements  which 
educators  make,  that  children  should  be  led  more  by  moral  suasion  than 
by  rewards  and  punishments  ?  But  for  leading  children  by  moral  suasion 
a  quite  peculiar  skill  is  required.  The  man  in  whom  this  is  wanting  can 
tell  the  children  much  that  is  reasonable  and  good,  that  reads  very  well  in 
a  book,  and  will  nevertheless  do  nothing  with  it ;  while  another  who  under- 
stands teaching  attains  his  object  with  far  fewer  words. 

It  has  been  universally  agreed  among  educators  that  a  certain  hardening 
of  the  constitution  of  the  children  should  be  an  object  of  education ;  but 
if  the  teacher  himself  is  delicate,  how  will  he  render  others  hardy  ?  And 
so  on. 

As  to  my  style,  people  will  find  in  it  much  to  censure  which,  never- 
theless, deserves  to  be  excused  on  account  of  my  peculiar  position. 
Occasionally,  I  shall  speak  in  a  somewhat  strong  and  decided  manner,  and 
require  that  this  and  that  shall  be  so  and  not  otherwise.  This  is  a  result 
of  the  liveliness  of  my  convictions.  I  am  no  longer  a  young  man  occupied 
with  fancies  about  which  he  is  still  doubtful,  whether  they  will  prosper  out- 
side of  his  brain ;  I  have  myself  taught  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  have 
become  acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  children  under  a  great  varietv 
of  circumstances,  have  made  many  an  experiment  with  them  which  failed, 
and  others  of  which  I  perceived  the  most  beneficial  eflects.  What  I  know, 
therefore,  I  know  from  many  years'  experience ;  am  I  to  blame,  then,  if 
I  speak  of  it  with  the  same  confidence  with  which  an  old  physician  is 
accustomed  to  recommend  for  a  particular  disease  a  mode  of  treatment 
whose  efficacy  many  years'  experience  has  confirmed  ? 

I  shall  also  make  little  or  no  mention  of  what  other  educators  have  done. 
This  by  no  means  arises  from  a  contempt  for  others,  but  is  simply  a  con- 
sequence of  the  peculiarity  of  my  position.  I  have  read  little,  but  all  the 
more  have  I  thought,  observed,  and  acted.  If  people  choose  to  look  upon 
this  as  an  imperfection,  they  may  ;  but  thus  much  is  nevertheless  certain, 
that  it  does  not  become  a  man  to  criticise  the  works  of  others  who  is  ina- 
dequatelv  acquainted  with  them. 

It  will  be  thought  particularly  strange,  that  I  do  not  often  mention  the 
Pestalozzian  method  of  teaching,  which  has  drawn  to  itself  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe.  The  reason  for  it  is  just  this.  As  far  as  a  hasty  glance  has  en- 
abled me  to  see  into  the  system  of  that  distinguished  man,  it  appears  to  roe 
that  in  substance  we  agree,  and  only  differ  in  expression.  Many  things, 
however,  in  his  system  which  were  new  to  me,  I  have  adopted,  and  I  grate- 
fully make  use  of  them. 

To  these  belong  his  linear  drawing,  the  exercises  for  the  memory,  the 
method  of  teaching  arithmetic,  and  the  simultaneous  repetition  by  several 
scholars. 

May  this  little  book  quite  attain  the  object  for  which  ft  was  written! 
May  many  young  men  be  won  by  it  for  the  important,  beneficent  work  of 
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teaching ;  may  they  be  led  by  it  in  the  only'  true  way  which  nature  points 
out  to  us ;  may  it  be  the  means  of  removmg  the  prejudice,  that  teaching 
is  an  irksome  task,  and  its  success  highly  doubtful ;  so  that  our  nation  may 
still  further  assert  and  establish  the  reputation  which  she  has  already  ac- 
quired in  foreign  countries  for  her  progress  in  the  science  of  education. 

Schnepfenthal,  October,  1805. 

'    C.  G.  Salzhann. 

ORBED. 

It  is  usual  that  those  who  resolve  to  embrace  Christianity  should,  at  their 
consecration,  have  a  formulary  set  before  them,  of  which  they  are  required 
to  declaretheir  adoption,  and  which  is  called  a  Creed.*  With  this,  it  is  true, 
very  great  abuse  has  been  committed,  and  many  a  creed  seems  to  be  given 
more  with  the  view  of  inspiring  hatred  towards  those  of  a  different  persua- 
sion than  attachment  to  the  party  which  people  wish  to  join.  In  itself,  how- 
ever, this  custom  is  a  good  and  a  necessary  one.  Every  society  of  men 
must  have  a  certain  object  for  which  they  unite,  and  certain  principles  by 
following  which  they  hope  to  attain  the  proposed  object ;  these  may  be 
drawn  up  in  a  short  formulary  and  their  adoption  required  of  those  who 
wish  to  join  the  society. 

I  now  invite  German  youths  to  devote  themselves  to  the  important  busi- 
ness of  teaching.  It  will  not  be  thought  strange,  therefore,  if  I  also  lay 
before  them  a  formulary  for  their  adoption  as  a  creed.  Let  every  one  who 
has  an  inclination  to  enter  the  society  of  teachers  consider  it,  and  examine 
himself  whether  he  can  believe  and  adopt  it  with  all  his  heart.  Whoever 
cannot  do  this,  whoever  thinks  the  creed  which  I  am  about  to  propose  a 
contradiction,  should  rather  leave  my  book  unperused,  for  he  is  incapable 
of  following  the  teacher's  profession  with  pleasure,  with  zeal,  and  with 
efficacy. 

My  creed  is  short,  and  is  as  follows : — The  teacher  must  seek  for  the 
cause  of  all  the  faults  and  vices  of  his  pupils  in  himself 

This  is  a  harsh  speech,  many  will  think ;  it  is,  however,  not  so  harsh  in 
reality  as  it  at  first  sight  appears.  Let  it  only  be  rightly  understood,  and 
the  apparent  harshness  will  soon  vanish. 

It  is  not  at  all  my  meaning,  that  the  cause  of  all  the  faults  and  vices  of 
bis  pupils  really  does  lie  in  the  teacher ;  I  only  wish  that  he  should  seek 
for  it  m  himself. 

As  soon  as  he  feels  sufficient  strength  and  impartiality  to  do  this,  he  is 
on  the  way  to  become  a  good  teacher. 

It  is  indeed  the  nature  of  man  to  seek  for  the  cause  of  all  unpleasant- 
ness, even  of  his  own  errors,  out  of  himself:  we  find  traces  of  this  so  early 
as  in  the  Fall ;  it  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  the  teacher  who  is 
disposed  to  lay  the  fault  of  disobedience,  unskilfulness,  and  want  of  progress, 
on  the  part  of  his  pupils,  upon  them  rather  than  himself;  nevertheless,  this 
disposition  is  one  of  those  which  must  not  only  be  guided,but,  like  envy  and 
destructiveness,  repressed  by  the  reasoning  faculty. 

I  presuppose  it  to  be  well  known,  that  the  cause  of  the  pupils'  faults 
doesfrequentltf  lie  in  the  teacher.     If  this  were  not  so,  it  must  necessarily 

^-^— ^-^-„.— .  -  .  ■^— ^-^.^^ 

*  The  Symbolam  or  Creed  ii  not  with  the  Lutherans  as  with  us  included  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Baptism,  but  in  that  |of  Confirmation.  The  rite  of  Confirmation  is  placed  by 
them  almost  if  not  quite  on  a  level  with  that  of  Baptism. 
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be  always  sought  for  in  the  children  or  the  situation  in  which  the  teadiers 
are  placed ;  and  in  that  case,  certainly,  we  should  be  unjust  and  foolish  to 
require  them  to  seek  for  it  in  themselves.  What  sensible  teacher,  however, 
will  believe  this  to  be  the  case  ? 

If,  then,  you  who  read  this  are  convinced  that  the  cause  of  the  pupils* 
faults  does  frequently  lie  in  the  teachers,  I  wish  to  make  it  clear  to  you, 
that  this  is  frequently  the  case  with  yourself. 

Have  you  not  observed,  that  the  pupils  who  are  disobedient  to  you,  will- 
ingly obey  others  ?  or  that  the  same  pupils  who  are  volatile  and  learn 
nothing  at  your  lessons,  are  attentive  and  make  good  progress  when  they  go 
into  the  classes  of  other  teachers  ? 

Should  you  really  have  made  this  observation,  do  not  deceive  yourself, 
but  own  that  you  may  be  at  fault  for  what  you  blame  in  your  pupils.  Do 
not  say,  I  feel  conscious  that  I  honestly  discharge  my  duty.  This  may 
well  be,  but  perhaps  you  do  not  yet  understand  properly  how  to  deal  with 
children. 

Perhaps  there  is  in  your  conduct  something  repulsive  that  inspires  the 
children  with  distrust  and  aversion.  Perhaps  you  do  not  possess  teaching 
power.  You  are  too  sleepy,  or  else  your  lessons  are  too  dry  and  abstract. 
Have  you  not  further  remarked,  that  the  same  pupils  who  at  times  pay  at- 
tention to  your  lesson  and  follow  your  directions,  at  other  times  are  Tola- 
tile  and  disobedient  ?  May  not  this  also  teach  you  that  the  cause  of  their 
faults  is  to  be  sought  for  in  yourself? 

I  do  not  understand,  you  reply,  how  that  follows.  Am  I  not  the  same 
person  that  I  was  yesterday  ?  mt  if  my  pupils  are  no  longer  the  same, 
must  not  the  cause  of  these  changes  lie  in  them  ? 

It  may  be.  But  before  you  take  this  for  granted,  examine  first,  whether 
you  are  indeed  still  the  same  person  that  you  were  yesterday.  Very  often 
you  vnll  find  that  you  have  become  quite  another  man.  Perhaps  you  are 
suffering  from  indigestion,  or  you  have  caught  cold  in  your  head,  or  an  un- 
fortunate circumstance  has  put  you  out  of  tune,  or  you  have  been  reading 
something  that  is  still  occupying  your  mind  and  hindering  you  from  giving 
your  whole  attention  to  your  work,  and  so  on.  Any  single  one  of  these 
circumstances  may  have  made  you  quite  another  man.  Yesterday,  you  went 
among  your  little  ones  with  a  cheerful  mind  and  sparkling  eyes;  your 
lessons  were  animated,  spiced  with  jokes,  your  admonitions  were  soft  and 
full  of  love,  the  liveliness  of  your  pupils  gave  you  pleasure.  And  to-day? 
Alas,  you  are  no  longer  the  man  that  you  were  yesterday.  Your  mind  is 
gloomy,  you  look  stem  and  repulsive,  your  admonitions  are  harsh,  every 
youthml  prank  excites  your  anger.  Have  you  not  occasionally  remarked 
this  in  yourself?  Well  then,  be  candid,  and  acknowledge  to  yourself,  that 
the  reason  why  your  pupils  are  not  so  good  to-day  as  they  were  yesterday 
lies  in  you. 

I  expect  many  more  objections  to  my  creed,  some  of  which  I  will  here 
bring  forward  and  answer.  He  who  is  satisfied  with  these  answers  vnll 
easily  refute  the  remaining  objections  himself;  vnth  any  one,  however, 
who  cannot  acquiesce  in  them,  I  should  be  able  to  do  very  Uttle  if  I  were 
to  cite  and  refute  all  possible  objections.  He  is  a  man  who  is  blinded  by 
self-love,  who  positively  will  not  be  in  the  wrong,  who  will  rather  declare  all 
his  pupils  to  be  blockheads  and  villains,  than  smite  his  breast  and  admit 
vnthin  himself  that  he  has  erred, — such  a  man  is  unfit  for  teaching. 

Let  us  then  hear  the  objections. 
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Translated  from  the  German  of  Br.  Weiss,  Professor  of  Joachimsthal 

College  at  Berlin,  by  Dr.  A.  Selfs* 

(Continued  from  p,  432.) 

NINTH   LETTER. 

JEnglish  Gompontion  compared  mth  the  corresponding  Exercises  in  Q^rman,*^ 
Specimens  of  Composition  from  Harrow, — Religion, — History, — Geography  % 
•^School  Books. — Mathematics, — Natural  Philosophy, — ainging^ — Gym* 
nasties, -^Promotion  into  a  higher  Class, — Testimonials  given, — The  jSx^ 
pense  of  JEnglish  Schools, — Encouragement  to  Applications, — Public  Exa* 
minations, — Lasting  Veneration  of  Pupils  for  their  School, 

Toi7  ask  me  how  exercises  in  English  composition  are  managed  in  public 
schools  ?  From  mj  last  letter  you  will  have  already  concladed  that  they  do 
not  attach  so  much  importance  to  them  as  we  do  to  German  composition 
in  our  gymnasia,  and  that  they  would  consider  what  we  require  already  from 
our  boys  in  the  tertia  class  as  utterly  unsuitable  and  inconsistent  with  the 
faculties  of  boys  at  that  age,  which,  according  to  the  opinions  of  the 
Englishi  is  only  capable  of  collecting  ideas  and  forming  notionSi  whilst 
they  are  as  yet  unable  to  produce  a  connected  series  of  thoughts  by  means 
of  their  own  unaided  efforts.  English  schoolmasters  are  accustomed  to 
set  the  length  of  any  exercise  whatever  it  may  be,  and  the  head  master  at 
Harrow  told  me  he  required  at  least  forty  lines  to  be  written  on  any  theme 
he  gave  either  for  English  or  for  Latin  composition.  This  measure  will 
appear  singular  to  us,  for  our  masters  not  only  never  determine  the  length 
of  the  compositions  to  be  written,  but  they  will  not  receive  anything  short 
enough  to  be  compassed  within  two  pages,  even  though  it  be  an  entirely 
original  production  of  the  pupil,  from  whom  they  expect  treatises  of 
extraordinary  length,  nay,  real  essays.  However,  young  men  who  have 
been  educated  in  English  public  schools  prove  excellent  writers  afterwards^ 
as  is  well  known.  English  Reviews  exhibit,  almost  without  exception, 
a  large  amount  of  originality  and  clearness  of  thought,  as  well  as  a  great 
degree  of  ability  in  representing  facts  with  perspicuity ;  qualities  which  are 
in  general  more  indispensable  than  the  profoundness  and  depth  of  reason- 
ing which  form  the  prominent  features  of  our  literature.  However  this 
may  be,  it  is  quite  certain  that  most  of  the  themes  for  German  composi- 
tion are  too  difficolt  for  our  pupils,  and  exceed  the  mental  powers  they 
possess  at  so  early  an  age.  You  will  find  some  very  deep  and  earnest  ob- 
servations on  the  choice  of  themes  for  composition  in  Niebuhr^s  letter  to 
a  young  philologist. 

At  English  schools  the  boys  generally  write  less  than  with  us,  where 
most  scholars  think  the  pen  indispensable  in  working,  and  use  it  as  per- 
petually as  if  they  were  already  sitting  in  the  offices  for  which  the  govern- 
ment will  employ  them.  In  Euffland  the  arrangements  of  the  school-room 
are  often  so  little  cared  for  in  this  respect  that  boys  are  frequently  obliged 
to  use  their  knees  as  desks. 

Composition,  even  those  in  the  highest  classes,  are  generally  simple  and 
chiefly  calculated  to  develope  the  faculty  of  observation  concerning  given 
and  positive  objects,  which  are  to  be  discerned  or  compared  with  others. 
Sometimes  analogies  must  be  drawn,  or  maxims  be  proved  and  applied,  or 
sketches  have  to  be  enlarged,  or  something  occurring  in  the  lessons  has  to 
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be  re-examiaed.  There  is  no  occasion  for  subtile  or  deductive  reasoning. 
Dr.  Arnold  always  chose  something  which  was  positive  for  English  com- 
position,  and,  if  he  could,  he  added  a  geographical  background  to  the 
nistorical  sketches  which  he  caused  to  be  written.  He  required,  some- 
times, compositions  of  their  own  making.  For,  trusting  like  most 
English  masters  that  thej  would  have  plenty  of  opportunities  for  writing 
on  every  subject  in  later  life,  he  looked  upon  judiciously  chosen  transla- 
tions as  the  best  preparative  for  acquiring  perfection  in  style,  and  exerted 
himself  with  the  utmost  care  in  rendering  as  closely  as  possible,  and  yet 
without  violence  to  the  genius  of  the  English  language,  passages  from 
ancient  authors  of  a  perplexing  nature,  and  however  emphatical  they  might 
be  he  managed  to  translate  them  with  very  little  alteration  of  the  words. 
Besides  this,  he  taught  his  pupils  to  consider  the  character  and  the  age  of 
every  author,  and  required  that  they  Aould  make  use  of  simple  words  of 
Saxon  origin  in  translating  Homer  and  Herodotus,  whilst  he  allowed  them 
more  license  in  rendering  the  tragedies,  and  permitted  them  to  employ 
words  derived  both  from  the  French  and  Saxon,  such  as  often  occur  in 
Shakspeare's  dialect.  These  are  exercises  which  in  fact  require  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  historical  and  philological  knowledge. 

Special  care  is  taken  to  fix  the  full  meaning  of  every  term,  and  scholars 
are  taught  to  distinguish  between  shades  of  meaning  in  the  same  way  as 
the  palate  distinguishes  between  the  taste  of  different  dishes.  Therefore 
in  exercises  on  composition,  as  well  as  in  reading,  they  always  inquire  what 
is  the  sense  which  a  word  is  intended  to  convey.  This  practice  prevents 
young  men  from  being  dazzled  by  mere  high-sounding  phrases,  however 
grand  they  may  appear,  and  reminds  them  that  they  must  always  judge 
with  calmness  and  discernment.  It  is  not  necessary  to  point  out  the  im- 
portance of  these  endeavours  when  we  remember  the  impostures  and  party 
conflicts  awaiting  them  in  public  life.  It  will  be  also  seen  that  the  masters 
are  thus  obliged  to  make  use  themselves  of  pure  and  correct  English.  The 
number  of  ideas  which  has  been  handed  down  to  us  from  our  fathers 
increases  from  generation  to  generation,  and  if  the  taste  for  purity  of  lan- 
guage is  not  to  decay  it  becomes  very  necessary  to  warn  young  men  in  time 
against  the  use  of  vulgar  and  incorrect  English  words. 

Denison  Maurice,  an  excellent  English  writer  on  educational  questions, 
says, ''  That  on  account  of  the  reserved  disposition  of  the  English,  exer- 
cises are  desirable  which  compel  the  young  to  express  their  ideas ;  yet, 
when,  on  the  other  hand,  we  think  of  the  danger  which  arises  from  their 
being  thus  enabled  to  clothe  untruths  in  plausible  colours,  we  feel  almost 
inclined  to  give  them  up  entirely.^'  Similar  doubts  concerning  the  use  of 
oratory,  and  of  declamatory  essays,  are  mentioned  in  Whately's  Rhetoric, 
from  which  book  it  may  be  seen  that  in  Eugland  also  mistakes  are  commit- 
ted in  this  respect.  But  it  is  evident,  however,  that  the  generality  of 
themes  are  on  simple  and  independent  subjects,  and  on  positive  facts. 
They  would  never  require  boys  of  twelve  to  fourteen  years  to  relate  their 
own  life,  nor  boys  of  ten  years  to  keep  a  diary,  nor  would  they  ever  set 
their  pupils  such  abstract,  critical,  and  philosophical  subjects  for  composi- 
tion as  are  but  too  common  at  our  schools. 

Those  who  would  like  to  read  some  specimens  of  English  school  compo- 
sition may  refer  to  the  printed  prize  compositions  which  are  published.  I 
have,  under  my  hands,  the  rrolusiones  of  Harrow  for  1850.  I  find 
amongst  them  a  short  treatise  on  *'  Autobiography,"  by  Henry  Montagu 
Butler^  who  has^  on  the  whole^  contributed  most  largely  to  the  collection^ 
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This  composition,  notwithstanding  the  usual  marks  of  ^  juvenile  perform- 
ance, exhibits  many  traces  of  sound  and  manly  reasoning.  It  enters  at  once 
on  its  object  without  any  prolix  introduction;  it  gives  clear  definitions 
where  they  are  wanted,  and  always  inquires  into  the  principal  points. 
Nearly  the  same  mieht  be  said  of  another  treatise  in  Latin,  "  Quamdiu 
colonise  sint  retinendae  P"  by  John  Hyde  d'Arcy,  only  the  Latin  in  it  is 
no  proof  of  skill. 

In  our  schools  religion  forms  part  of  the  general  instruction,  and  is 
placed  on  the  same  line  with  physics  and  the  other  sciences.  This  is  un- 
suitable to  the  ideas  of  the  English.  In  their  schools,  every  day  before 
the  commencement  of  lessons,  a  short  time  is  devoted  to  divine  service,  at 
which  parts  of  the  Common  Prayer  Book  are  read,  and  a  chapter  of  the 
Bible  is  gone  through.  In  the  classes  they  chiefly  endeavour  to  render 
the  pupils  familiar  with  scripture.  In  the  higher  classes  the  Greek  text  of 
the  New  Testament  is  read,  and  the  Old  Testament  in  the  Latin  version  of 
the  Septuaginta.  On  Sundays  one  hour  before  noon  is  applied  to  this 
purpose  in  particular.  An  exact  interpretation  is  not  given,  nor  is  it  re- 
quired, for  by  frequently  reading  in  the  Bible  the  doubtful  passages  will 
sopn  serve  as  an  explanation  to  each  other.  It  has  long  been  verified  by 
experience  that  although  single  expressions  and  ideas  occurring  in  scrip- 
ture have  become  incomprehensible  in  their  original  depth  to  our  reflect- 
ing age,  yet  they  are  as  capable  of  being  understood  when  taken  as  a  whole, 
and  in  connection,  as  ever  they  w^re.  As  all  religious  instruction  is 
restricted  to  the  Bible  dogmas,  especial  lessons  on  dogmatic  ethics  and 
ecclesiastical  history,  which  are  taught  in  our  schools,  are  not  given  there. 
Besides  the  Bible  they  only  use  the  Church  Catechism  in  the  lower  classes, 
and  ''Paley's  Evidences  "  and  *' Horse  Paulinee"  in  the  more  advanced. 

Elementary  philosophy  is  not  specially  taught.  But  those  who  have 
seen  from  Dr.  Arnold's  biography  what  use  he  made  of  Aristotle  for  his 
sixth  form,  will  find  it  replaced  in  a  satisfactory  way.  I  do  not  know 
whether  anything  similar  is  usual  in  other  schools,  but  I  am  led  to  think  so 
hecause  at  Oxford  logic  is  required  from  every  one  before  he  can  pass  his 
examination  and  take  a  degree. 

History  forms  not  always  part  of  the  regular  instruction ;  where  it  is 
taught  masters  do  not  practice  oral  delivery,  as  is  done  at  our  gym- 
nasia, but  merely  submit  historical  authors  to  their  pupils  for  reading, 
and  ask  them  afterwards  questions  referring  to  the  contents.  Ancient  his- 
tory is  entered  into  whilst  interpreting  the  old  Greek  and  Roman  histo- 
rians, and  two  lessons  are  thus  combined  in  one.  In  the  same  manner 
the  writings  of  Mignet  and  Guizot  are  read  in  lessons  that  serve  for  French 
as  well.  Besides  those,  the  writings  of  Markham,  Hallam,  and  Russell's 
Modem  Europe,  are  used  for  history.  Publications  of  an  eager  party 
spirit  are  not  chosen  for  the  use  of  scholars ;  they  are  not  fit  for  young 
minds,  and  a  certain  regard  must  also  be  paid  to  the  difPerence  of  political 
views  adopted  in  their  families.  The  said  restriction  of  historical  instruc- 
tion to  a  few  books  is  not  considered  as  implying  defective  information, 
but  it  has  the  end  of  rendering  scholars  sure  in  few  and  particular  facts. 
They  are  required  to  learn  nearly  as  much  as  Dr.  Arnold  desired  at  Ox- 
ford, in  his  Introductory  Lectures  on  Modern  History,  to  be  known  by  such 
as  would  make  history  their  principal  object.  The  English  have,  in  gene- 
ral, very  well  printed  and  properly  arranged  school  books,  embellished  by 
handsome  engravings,  and  thus  they  render  history,  archeeology,  geogra- 
phy, and  natural  philosophy,  easy  and  perspicuous.    We  might  learn 
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much  of  them  in  these  points,  whereas  they  own  hat  justly  that  in  the 
matter  of  sciences,  and  particukrly  of  classics,  they  must  borrow  much 
from  us. 

The  said  excellent  method  of  combining  two  objects  of  instruction  in 
one  is  applied  still  more  frequentlv  in  geography,  which  I  found  seldom 
taught  in  special  lessons.  They  think  it  a  matter  of  course  that  a  boy 
should  look  out  geographical  points  whilst  reading  history,  for  without 
geography  he  cannot  have  a  dear  view  of  historical  facts.  The  examina- 
tion questions  suppose  such  occasional  references  to  geography  to  have  oc- 
curred in  the  perusal  of  historical  books,  in  fact  ancient  historians  cannot 
be  understood  without  it ;  as  to  modem  geography  it  is  not  taught  at  aU 
in  regular  lessons.  S.  T.  Coleridge  says,  *'  If  they  know  of  the  Ilissus, 
Orontes,  and  so  on,  from  their  schools,  they  will  trouble  themselves  for  the 
Ganges  and  Mississippi  in  the  same  degree  vwre^  as  a  description  of  travek 
is  more  interesting  than  Gellarius." 

This  author  would  exclude  from  public  schools  mathematics  as  well  as 
''  all  the  nice  things  of  the  wise  men  of  the  '  Penny  Magazine.^ "  They  are, 
however,  taught  nearly  in  every  school,  commonly,  according  to  the  ele- 
ments of  Euclid  ;  but  the  contest  on  the  use  and  propriety  of  mathematics 
for  education  is  still  carried  on  in  papers  and  periodicals.  Some  maintain 
that  a  liberal  education  ought  to  develope  the  intellect,  no  less  than  the 
faculty  for  languages,  whence  it  was  evident  tbat  mathematics  should  be 
taught  besides  the  classics ;  and  others  reply  the  classics  did  develope  the 
intellect  as  well,  so  that  a  sound  classical  student  may  pass  for  a  well  edu- 
cated person,  whereas  a  mere  mathematician  wanted  the  principal  accom- 
plishments of  good  instruction.  He  was,  they  say,  a  mere  tool  for  the  per- 
formance of  certain  operations,  for  which  the  meanest  intellects  were  com- 
petent. Sir  John  Herschel,  the  astronomer,  being  asked  for  his  opinion 
of  the  use  of  mathematics,  pronounced  them  unsatisfactory  by  themselves, 
and  advised  the  introduction  of  Bacon's  *'  Novum  Organum ''  as  a  text- 
book which  might  serve  as  a  complement  to  mathematics. 

Natural  philosophy,  including  physics,  mechanics,  chemistry,  optics, 
botany,  and  elementary  astronomy,  are  neither  taught  nor  learned  at 
English  public  schools.  They  are  left  to  everybody  as  his  future  task. 
In  our  country  some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  pronounce  them  the  real  hu- 
manities of  the  century.  The  English  think  the  youth  of  their  schools 
not  yet  capable  of  properly  comprehending  the  saences  mentioned,  and 
they  are  of  opinion  that  however  useful  they  are  for  practical  purposes, 
they  yet  contain,  in  like  manner  as  modern  languages,  few  elements  condu* 
cive  to  general  knowledge.  Schools,  they  believe,  had  done  their  duty 
when  they  had  bestowed  on  their  pupils  sufficient  judgment  and  powers  of 
observation  as  might  be  necessary  to  begin  such  studies  with  success  in 
future,  in  case  that  their  inclination  shoiild  lead  them  to  these  sciences* 
Numerous  examples  of  eminent  English  natural  philosophers  might  be 
alluded  to  so  as  to  prove  that  their  expectations  have  not  failed  them. 
When,  at  the  High  School  in  Edinburgh,  chemistry  and  geology  were  in- 
troduced among  the  regular  lessons,  and  attendance  to  them  had  been 
made  voluntary,  at  first  a  number  of  students  appeared  desirous  to  go  on, 
but  soon  the  lessons  were  concluded,  as  they  all  stayed  away,  though  a 
master  of  superior  skill  had  taken  the  desk. 

Singing  is  nowhere  a  general  or  obligatory  part  of  instruction.  Some 
peo{)le  think  it  would  not  be  gentlemanlike.  At  several  establishments 
singing  in  chorus  during  divine  service  is  the  condition  connected  with  the ' 
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presentations,  wherefore  the  old  rule  of  reception  at  All  Souls*  College  at 
Oxford  is  that  none  should  he  received  but  bene  nati,  bene  vestiti,  et  mediae 
criter  docti;  viz.  cant  are,  which  word  is  generally  not  added. 

In  some  places  they  have  tried  to  introduce  gymnastics,  but  it  has  been 
given  up  as  soon  as  the  charm  of  novelty  had  passed.  Nor  is  there  reason 
to  be  sorry  for  it,  as  the  many  popular  games  and  sports  of  the  English 
youth  are  well  suited  to  fulfil  the  end  of  gymnastics  at  our  schools. 

Such  are  the  principal  features  of  English  instruction  in  public  schools. 
I  could  not  enter  into  nearer  particulars  unless  I  mentioned  those  indivi* 
dual  differences  which  arise  by  the  disparity  of  English  schools  among 
themselves.  Some  principals  have  often  wished  to  see  more  uniformity  in 
special  points,  particularly  in  the  rules  of  discipline  and  in  the  examina- 
tions ;  but  the  desire  of  autonomy  and  independence  prevails.  Promo- 
tion into  a  higher  class  depends  on  the  performances  during  the  principal 
examination  before  Christmas,  and  on  a  few  trials  of  less  importance.  In 
some  schools  a  pupil  may  try  for  promotion  during  the  term.  Everybody 
is  obliged  to  remain  two  years  in  the  rector's  class ;  he  who  is  eighteen 
years  of  age  and  not  yet  advanced  to  the  first  class  is  advised  to  leave* 
Testimonials  are  not  always  given  to  the  scholars ;  Dr.  Arnold  first  intro- 
duced them  at  Rugby,  and  gave,  at  last,  one  every  month.  A  few  esta- 
blishments, such  as  Westminster  School,  never  publish  anything  at  all  con- 
cerning the  success  of  the  scholars. 

•The  greatest  diversity  prevails  respecting  terms.  They  are,  in  general, 
high,  even  taking  into  consideration  the  smaller  value  that  money  has 
generally  in  England.  Merchant  Tailors'  School,  which  receives  boarders, 
charges  ^10 ;  King's  College  at  little  more  than  S7  for  every  term,  of 
which  there  are  three  in  one  year,  the  entrance  is  ^5,  and  for  the  prepa- 
ratory lessons  of  beginners  who  cannot  quite  follow  the  regular  classes  an 
extra  amount  of  ^8  lOs.  is  paid.  In  the  High  School  at  Edinburgh  the 
school-terms  for  classical  instruction  in  the  higher  classes  are  £5  yearly ; 
the  optional  classes  are  paid  extra  (lectures  on  chemistry  at  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  amount  to  £5  each  term).  As  an  example  of  the  expense 
of  boarding-schools  I  shall  mention  the  terms  at  Harrow.  For  board  in 
the  house  of  an  assistant-master,  £75  ;  terms  of  the  school,  £39  ;  entrance, 
£5  ;  together,  ^119 ;  in  addition  to  which  parents  must  provide  clothes, 
books,  and  travelling  expenses,  and  take  their  boys  home  during  the  holi- 
days, which  amount  to  four  months  in  all — seven  weeks  at  Midsummer,  and 
four  at  Christmas.     In  Eton  a  boy  living  i/tith  his  tutor  pays  ^120  a  year. 

I  shall  say  a  few  words  more  respecting  the  stimulants  to  industry  ;  the 
most  common  means  is  to  excite  ambition  either  by  public  distinction  or 
by  such  as  is  given  before  the  assembled  school.  In  all  but  the  first 
classes  the  scholars  compete  for  places;  numerous  prizes  are  given  be- 
sides to  reward  industry  or  good  conduct.  These  prizes  consist  in  valu- 
able books  or  medals,  or  in  stipends  and  presentations.  An  immoderate 
use  is  made  of  this  stimulus  of  activity  throughout  all  England,  from  the 
schools  to  the  universities.  That  virtue  should  ever  be  rewarded  is  more 
inconsistent  yet  with  the  higher  standard  of  morals  in  England  than  it 
would  be  with  French  manners ;  and,  in  fact,  it  does  not  agree  with  the 
true  character  of  the  English,  for  the  mere  fulfilment  of  duty  ought  never 
to  be  remunerated.  I  have  no  objection  that  a  boy  may  get  a  prize  for 
pen  making ;  but  that  young  girls  get  in  England  a  prize,  and  wear  in 
public  a  silver  cross,  as  a  reward  for  nothing  but  proper  conduct, -is  a  fact 
'^rdly  credible.    In  some  larger  boarding-schools  neither  competition  for 
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places  nor  prize  distribution  takes  place,  and  the  improvementa  of  their 
pupils  are  said  to  be  none  the  worse  for  it. 

School  festivals  for  the  distribution  of  prizes  are  attended  in  England  by 
a  pretty  large  assembly,  and  the  interest  taken  in  those  national  establish- 
ments is  greater  than  with  us.  Papers  usually  give  an  account  of  them* 
There  are  audit  days,  speech  days,  and  the  distribution  of  prises.  Scho- 
lars deliver  on  such  days  dramatical  scenes,  op  detached  poems,  some 
being  their  own  compositions,  or  else  passages  chosen  from  French,  Greek, 
Latin,  or  English  authors.  Westminster  School  enjoys  great  repute  for 
the  finished  representation  of  the  plays  of  Terence,  every  year  such  deH- 
veries  take  place  there  as  well  as  at  St.  Paul's  School,  and  perhaps  at  a 
great  many  others.  Objections  have  been  raised  against  this  custom, 
among  others  by  Archbishop  Whately,  but  no  notice  has,  until  now,  been 
taken  of  them.  At  King^s  College  I  saw  a  great  number  of  scenes  acted, 
of  which  those  chosen  from  Plautus  and  Shakspeare  were  best  represented, 
the  delivery  exhibiting  great  distinctness  of  enunciation  and  an  agreeable 
ease ;  but  a  German  scene  taken  from  Schiller's  ''  Jungfrau  von  Orleans  " 
would  never  have  been  comprehensible  to  me,  if  my  memory  had  not  hap* 
pily  come  to  my  aid. 

They  examine  a  good  deal  in  English  schools ;  those  of  a  more  recent 
date  have  a  trial  at  the  end  of  each  term  for  places  in  the  class,  for  promo- 
tion and  for  prizes.  The  principal  examination,  both  oral  and  by  writing, 
takes  place  before  the  Christmas  hohdays.  The  names  of  the  best  scholars 
appear  in  the  papers.  It  is  not  usual  to  publish  programmes,  and  trea- 
tises with  them ;  except  in  Germany,  this  will  hardly  be  met  with.  But 
several  schools  edit  statistic  accounts ;  King's  College,  a  complete  calendar. 
These  annual  school  accounts  contain  the  result  of  the  examinations,  the 
questions  asked  there,  and  the  names  of  the  duces  or  primi  in  the  different 
objects,  as  well  as  that  of  the  captain,  or  what  we  call  the  primus  omnium. 
Even  when  the  scholars  have  left  school  attention  is  paid  to  any  distinc- 
tion that  might  be  bestowed  upon  them ;  whenever  any  one  of  them  has 
become  wrangler,  or  has  got  a  prize  at  a  university,  it  is  recorded.  Thus 
the  younger  pupils  can  look  back  upon  the  past  of  their  schools,  and  find 
in  it  examples  that  stimulate  their  emulation.  Several  distinguished  men 
have  established  prizes  in  the  schools  they  had  frequented ;  this  is  the 
origin  of  the  Peel  medal,  and  of  many  more ;  others  merely  allude  to  a 
famous  name  of  former  times,  as  the  Milton-prize  and  Porson-prize. 

The  historical  connection  with  the  past  is  maintained  by  EngUsh  schools 
exactly  as  it  is  by  the  State.  The  boys  recollect  with  pride  that  they  live  in 
the  same  rooms  and  breathe  the  same  air  as  many  great  men  had  done  before 
them,  who  were  the  honour  of  their  country.  These  remembrances  are 
kept  up  by  outward  marks ;  a  Westminster  school  boy  showed  me  Dryden's 
name  deeply  cut  into  the  form.  In  Harrow,  Byron's  elm  is  shown,  and  his 
name  is  written  on  the  wall  in  the  large  lecture  room,  easily  remarkable 
amongst  the  others.  The  name  of  his  school-fellow,  Peel,  is  written  at 
Harrow,  not  far  from  the  head  master's  seat;  at  Eton,  the  name  of 
Richard  Porson  is  seen  inscribed  in  the  college,  and  those  of  the  celebrated 
Lord  Wellesley,  and  his  brother  Lord  Wellington,  and  so  on.  The  said 
circumstances  are  perhaps  the  reason  why  writing  and  cutting  names  into 
walls  is  not  prohibited.  Images  of  benefactors  of  the  establishments,  or  of 
any  men  who  were  nearly  connected  with  them,  are  suspended  frequently 
in  the  school  rooms  or  dining  halls. 

Thus  it  happens  that  the  English  pubUc  schools  are  closely  connected* 
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with  the  histoiy  of  the  nation.  Their  pupils  foster  for  them  a  deep  yenenu 
tion  in  their  hearts,  which  has  given  the  origin  to  more  than  one  poetical 
allusion.  Well  known  are  Lord  Byron's  lines  on  Harrow,  Gray's  Ode,  and 
Moultrie's  stanzas  on  Eton,  and  Lord  Wellesley's  Latin  elegy  on  the 
cypress  near  Eton,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  The  last-mentioned 
celebrated  Grovernor  of  India  preserved  during  his  whole  life  such  an  affec- 
tion for  Eton,  that  he  desired  to  be  buried  there  ;  and  this  wish  has  been 
complied  with.  Not  unfre^ently  it  happens  that  festivals  are  celebrated 
by  former  members  of  a  school  for  its  memory ;  others  -send  presents  to  it, 
and  some  request  the  right  of  attending  lectures  there,  or  of  dining  in  the 
hall. 

This  affection,  however,  does  not  make  people  blind  to  the  defects  of  the 
old  schools,  though  it  is  combined  with  a  firm  trust  in  their  vital  power, 
which  would  preserve  them  like  all  the  ancient  English  institutions.  They 
resemble  in  their  nature  trees  that  will  sometimes  decay  at  one  side,  and 
yet  shoot  forth  with  new  vigour  at  another,  so  as  to  prove  the  sap  of  the 
stem  still  unimpaired.  England  often  exhibits  to  an  observer  things  of 
yenerable  age  next  to  creations  of  a  recent  date  ;  and  this  was  most  Ukely 
meant  by  our  king,  when  he  said  at  Oxford  those  words  not  yet  forgotten 
there :  "  Here  everything  is  old,  and  everything  is  new." 


fisitittn  of  iSoofus. 


THE   TWIN    PUPILS;    OR,    EDUCATION    AT    HOME.      A    TALE    ADDRESSED 
TO  THE  YOUNG.      BY  ANN  THOMSON  GRAY.       (LondoU  :    T.  Htttchard,) 

This  work  is  obviously  designed  to  recommend  a  more  rational  system  of 
home  education  for  the  upper  classes  of  society  than  is  now  generally  pur- 
sued. It  describes  the  systems  supposed  to  be  pursued  in  three  different 
families,  and  traces  minutely  the  results  which  flow  from  the  respective 
modes  of  treatment  in  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  pupils  as  they 
grow  up. 

In  two  of  the  families  the  education  is  erroneous,  but  from  a  different 
cause  in  each ;  in  the  remaining  one  the  system  is  judicious,  and  such  as 
the  authoress  is  desirous  of  seeing  carried  out  generally.  This  family  is 
what  may  be  called  the  centre  figure  of  the  group.  The  ])Tincipal  part  of 
the  book  is  occupied  with  an  account  of  the  hotpe  education  of  the  Twin 
Pupils  (two  little  girls  belonging  to  the  same  family  are  blind)  ;  these  are 
brought  into  relation  with  the  children  of  the  other  two  families,  and  thus 
opportunities  are  afforded  for  contrasting  the  effects  of  the  different  methods 
pursued  in  the  respective  families. 

We  have  not  space  to  give  even  a  sketch  of  the  kind  of  home  education 
recommended.  For  that  we  must  refer  those  of  our  readers  whom  it  con- 
cerns to  the  work  itself.  But  we  may  say  generally  that  the  system  adopted  is 
thoroughly  in  accordance  with  sound  principles  of  education.  Miss  Gray 
particularly  recommends  the  Infant  School  or  Pestalozzian  system  for  the 
nurseries  of  the  aristocracy,  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded  being 
equally  applicable  to  all  classes  of  society. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  authoress  for  the  perseverance  with  which  she 
must  have  devoted  herself  to  her  benevolent  undertaking.  We  wish  her 
book  a  wide  circulation,  for  it  is  calculated  to  do  much  good. 
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1.  handel's  odk  :  Alexander's  feast. — 2.  handel's  serenata  : 
acis  and  galatea. — both  in  vocal  score,  with  a  separate 
accompaniment  for  the  organ  or  pianoforte.  bt  vincent 
NOVELLO.     (London:  J, Alfred NoveUo.) 

The  public  are  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Alfred  NoTello  for  tbe  efforts  which 
he  has  made  in  the  diffusion  of  standard  musical  works.  At  the  time  when 
Mr.  Novello  established  his  firm,  the  works  of  the  great  masters  were  little 
known  and  appreciated  in  this  country,  and  copies  of  them  were,  from  their 
expensiveness,  rarely  seen  in  the  hands  of  any  but  members  of  the  profession 
and  wealthy  amateurs,  a  less  opulent  devotee  of  the  art  thinking  himself  for- 
tunate if  he  could  meet  with  a  cheap  copy  at  a  book-stall.  Mr.  Novello  saw 
that  the  small  extent  to  which  music  was  cultivated  arose  in  great  measure 
from  the  paucity  of  musical  publications,  and  set  himself  earnestly  to  work 
to  supply  the  deficiency.  It  required  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  courage 
and  enterprise  to  bring  out  cheap  editions  of  standard  works,  at  a  time  when 
there  was  so  little  demand  for  music  of  a  sterling  character,  and  Mr. 
Novello  must  have  incurred  very  great  risk  at  the  outset.  But  he  has 
persevered  in  his  efforts,  and,  by  bringing  good  music  within  the  reach  of 
the  public  generally,  has  largely  increased  the  taste,  and  consequently  the 
demand,  for  it.  Novello's  editions  are  now  seen  in  the  hands  of  everybody, 
whether  professional  or  amateur ;  his  exertions  have  been  decidedly  suc- 
cessful, as  far  as  the  interests  of  the  public  are  concerned,  and  we  trust 
they  may  also  prove  successful  as  regards  the  interests  of  his  firm. 

Mr.  Vincent  Novello  is  no  less  entitled  to  our  gratitude  for  his  able 
editorship  of  his  son's  publications.  The  amount  of  work  which  he  has 
got  through  in  this  capacity  is  truly  marvellous,  and  yet  it  is  throughout 
marked  by  great  care  and  conscientiousness.  Nothing  but  a  true  devotion 
to  the  highest  interests  of  the  art  could  have  sustained  him  in  these  difficult 
and  laborious  duties  through  so  many  years. 


the  child's  grammar:  being  the  SUBSTANCE  OF  ^'THE  ELEMENTS 
OF  GRAMMAR  TAUGHT  IN  ENGLISH."  ADAPTED  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
JUNIOR   CLASSES.       BY   THE    REV.    EDWARD   THRING,     M.A.,     FELLOW 

OF  king's  college,  CAMBRIDGE.     (Cambridge  :  MacmiUan  ^  Co,) 

We  are  glad  to  see  an  edition  of  Mr.  Thring's  Grammar  for  the  use  of 
pupils  only.  The  distinction  between  what  is  suitable  for  the  master  and 
what  for  the  pupils  is  not  sufficiently  observed  in  our  school-books.  We 
thought  this  the  case  with  Mr.  Thring's  Grammar,  and  stated  such  as  our 
opinion  in  our  notice  of  that  work  in  the  number  of  the  Journal  for  last 
January.     It  was,  in  fact,  professedly  intended  for  teachers  and  learners. 

The  objections  which  we  then  made  to  the  work  still  apply,  vrith  this 
modification,  thatin  regard  to  the  cases  Mr.  Thring  has,  in  this' edition,  run 
into  the  opposite  extreme  to  that  which  we  pointed  out,  by  reducing  them 
to  two,  the  possessive  and  objective. 


EXTRACTS   FROM   THE     REPORTS    OF     HER    MAJESTY's  INSPECTORS  OP 
schools:     intended    chiefly   for    THE     USE     OF   THE   MANAGERS 
AND  TEACHERS  OF  SUCH  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  AS  ARE  NOT  RECEIV- 
ING GOVERNMENT  AID.     (Loudou :  Longmafis,) 
These  Extracts  will  be  useful  not  only  to  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
title— that  is,  those  who  are  not  entitled  to  receive  copies  of  the  Minutes  of 
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the  Committee  of  Coundl — but  to  all  persons  interested  in  elementary  edu- 
cation, whether  they  possess  the  Minutes  or  not.  It  is  a  work  of  no  little 
time  and  trouble  to  read  through  the  reports  of  so  many  different  inspectors, 
in  order  to  pick  out  the  valuable  matter  which  they  contain,  and  which 
some  of  them  occasionally  contain  in  exceedingly  minute  proportions.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  most  persons,  unless  personally  interested  in  some  par- 
ticular report,  usually  select  for  perusal  the  reports  of  those  inspectors  only 
whose  opinions  they  most  value.  Few  persons  have  time  for  more  than 
this,  let  by  such  a  course  much  in  the  remaining  reports  that  would  be 
really  useful  and  interesting  to  the  reader  is  necessarily  lost.  In  this 
volume  all  that  has  been  considered  by  the  editor  as  most  valuable  and 
practical  in  all  the  reports  issued  up  to  the  time  of  publication  has  been 
brought  together.  Besides  this  general  advantage,  these  Extracts  have  the 
particular  one  of  being  arranged  under  the  separate  subjects  to  which  they 
belong.  They  thus  form  in  some  measure  a  connected  treatise  on  the 
principles  and  practice  of  teaching,  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  more 
systematic  and  elaborate  work  on  the  subject,  will  prove  very  serviceable 
to  teachers,  for,  from  the  experience  which  the  inspectors  acquire  in  the 
discharge  of  their  official  duties,  their  opinions  cannot  but  be  entitled  to  very 
considerable  attention  and  respect. 

We  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  names  of  the  inspectors  have  been 
omitted.  It  is  true  that  references  are  given  to  the  volumes  from  which  the 
extracts  are  taken,  but  it  is  obviously  inconvenient  to  have  to  refer  to  those 
volumes  after  every  separate  extract.  This  omission  is  neither  fair  to  the 
inspectors  themselves  nor  to  the  public ;  and  we  can  see  no  reason  for  it. 

The  selection  has  been  judiciously  made.  It  could  have  been  no  easy 
task  to  the  gentleman  who  has  performed  the  office  of  editor.  There  is  a 
well- written. preface,  containing  a  sort  of  summary  of  the  views  brought 
out  in  the  Extracts,  which  will  be  of  use  to  those  for  whom  the  volume  is 
more  particularly  intended. 


AN  ANALYSIS  AND  SUMMARY  OF  NEW  TESTAMENT  HISTORY;  WITH 
COPIOUS  NOTES,  HISTORICAL,  GEOGRAPHICAL,  AND  ANTIQUARIAN. 
BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF   AN    "  ANALYSIS  AND  SUMMARY  OF  HERODOTUS,'* 

&c.     (Oxford :  J,  L.  Wheeler,     Cambridge :  J,  Talboya  Wheeler.) 

Mr.  J.  Talboys  Wheeler's  series  of  books  adapted  to  University  use,  to 
which  the  present  volume  belongs,  are  written  upon  the  following  plan : — 
They  contain  an  analytical  summary  of  all  the  most  important  events 
recorded  in  the  works  to  which  they  refer,  in  the  exact  order  in  which  they 
were  written.  Each  book  of  this  summary  is  separated  into  divisions,  and 
each  division  into  paragraphs,  all  of  which  have  the  contents  appended  in  a 
peculiar  type.  These  contents,  being  thrown  together  at  the  beginning  of 
each,  form  an  Analysis  of  the  whole,  and,  wherever  it  has  been  found  pos- 
sible, this  Analysis  is  presented  in  a  tabular  form.  The  necessary  references 
are  also  bracketed  in  the  text,  to  save  the  trouble  of  turning  to  an  index  ; 
the  chronology  is  inserted  on  every  page ;  and  the  ancient  weights,  money, 
&c.,  are  reduced  into  corresponding  English  terms. 

The  general  plan  is  somewhat  departed  from  in  the  present  work.  In- 
stead of  an  abridged  summary  of  facts,  the  narrative  is  frequently  expanded, 
for  the  fuller  development  of  the  meaning ;   and  all  the  discourses  and 
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parables  of  our  Lord  are  giyen  entire.  This  volume,  therefore^  as  the 
author  remarks,  is  rather  an  Analysis  and  Paraphrase  than  an  Analysis 
and  Summary ^  although  the  latter  title  has  been  continued  for  the  sake 
of  uniformity. 

There  is  an  Introductoir  Outline,  comprehending  the  geography,  critical 
history,  authenticity,  credibility,  and  inspiration  of  the  New  Testament ; 
and  a  brief  outline  of  our  Saviour's  life.  The  volume  is  accompanied  by  two 
large  coloured  maps  of  Palestine  and  the  Travels  of  St.  Paul,  respectively 
contained  in  a  pocket  in  the  cover.  The  maps  are  drawn  and  engraved  by 
Mr.  William  Hughes,  the  eminent  geographer. 

This  work  is  well  calculated  to  fulfil  its  object,  which  is  to  assist  students 
at  the  Universities  in  preparing  for  examination  in  theology.  It  will  be 
found  useful  also  to  students  in  normal  schools,  and  elementary  teachers. 


LITURGY  AND  CHURCH  HISTORY.  BY  THE  REV.  C.  H.  BROMBY,  M.A., 
INCUMBENT  OF  ST.  PAUL's,  AND  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  COL- 
LEGE, CHELTENHAM.     (Loudon  :  Simpkin,  Marshall,  ^  Co.) 

This  work  consists  of  a  series  of  Tracts,  which  were  published  separately, 
for  the  benefit  of  pupil-teachers  and  students  in  normal  schools,  and  which 
met  with  a  considerable  degree  of  favour.  The  principal  use  which  the 
author  anticipates  from  them  in  their  present  form  is  that  they  may  serve  as 
compendious  notes  for  theological  tutors  in  proprietary  and  normal  institu- 
tions. Mr.  Bromby  justly  laments  the  ignorance  which  prevails  on  these 
important  topics ;  and  we  agree  with  him  in  the  hope  that  his  little  volume 
may  be  the  means  of  inducing  educational  establishments  generally  to  place 
them  in  the  list  of  subjects  considered  necessary.  The  subjects  selected 
are  such  as  are  only  found  in  books  too  expensive  for  the  ordinary  student. 
They  are  arranged  under  the  following  heads  : —  1 .  A  Sketch  of  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer.  2.  The  Rule  of  Faith.  3.  The  History  of  the  Early 
Church  to  the  Martyrdom  of  St.  Paul.  4.  Antiquity  of  the  British 
Church.  5.  The  History  of  the  Eariy  Church  to  the  end  of  the  Fifth 
Century.     The  work  is  written  in  a  concise  and  lucid  style. 


THE  UNION  harmonist:  A  SELECTION  OF  SACRED  MUSIC,  CONSISTING 
OF  ORIGINAL  AND  STANDARD  PIECES,  ANTHEMS,  ETC.,  SUITABLE  FOR 
USE  IN  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS,  CONGREGATIONS,  AND  MUSICAL  SOCIETIES. 
ARRANGED  BY  THOMAS  CLARK,  OF  CANTERBURY.       (Loudou  :    Sunday 

School  Union,) 

This  is  a  cheap  and  portable  edition  of  the  *'  Union  Harmonist,"  which 
was  first  published  by  the  Committee  of  the  Sunday  School  Union  in  1841. 
The  Committee  observe  that  since  that  time  there  has  been  an  enlarged  de- 
mand for  sacred  music,  and  they  state  that  this  edition  is  now  published 
with  a  view  to  encourage  and  increase  such  demand.  It  contains  all  the 
pieces  in  the  larger  volume,  without  the  pianoforte  accompaniments.  We 
are  sorry  to  say  that  we  cannot  speak  favourably  of  it,  as  a  collection  of 
sacred  music.  It  is  a  strange  and  incongruous  medley  of  good  and  bad 
music ;  and,  with  the  good,  great  liberties  have  been  taken  in  the  adapts* 
tion  or  arrangement. 
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1.  A    SYSTEM    07    MODERN    GEOGRAPHY.       EDITED    BY    HUGO    REXD^ 
AUTHOR  OP  "ELEMENTS  OP  ASTRONOMY,"  "  ELEMENTS  OP  PHYSICAL 

GEOGRAPHY,**  ETC.    (Edinburgh  :  Oliver  Sf  Boyd,) 

2.  THE    ILLUSTRATED    LONDON    GEOGRAPHY.      BY   JOSEPH   GUY,    JUN.) 

OF  MAGDALEN  HALL,  OXFORD.     (London :  227,  Strand,) 

The  first'  of  these  works,  as  its  title-page  farther  informs  us,  includes 
sacred  and  classical  geography,  problems  on  the  use  of  the  globes,  and 
directions  for  the  construction  of  maps,  with  exercises  for  examination  ;  to 
which  are  added,  treatises  on  astronomy  and  physical  geography,  with  a 
coloured  physical  chart  by  W.  and  A.  K.  Johnston,  a  map  of  the  world, 
and  illustrations  on  wood.  The  work  is  intended  as  a  cheap  but  compre- 
hensiye  text-book  for  pupils  in  middle-class  schools,  the  main  portion, 
the  system  of  modern  geography,  is  in  the  old  style  of  geographical  text- 
books ;  that  is,  it  consists  chieny  of  lists  of  names.  This  will  be  useful  to 
pupils  who  receiye  oral  lessons  from  the  master,  as  it  will  serve  as  a  frame- 
work for  those  lessons.  But  for  pupils  who  have  to  derive  their  instruction 
solely  from  the  text-book,  it  is  ooviously  insufficient.  The  other  portions 
of  the  book  are  too  short  and  cursory  to  be  of  much  value.  We  see  no 
reason  for  crowding  so  many  subjects  into  one  small  volume.  It  is  quite 
true  that,  as  the  author  observes,  class-books  for  middle  schools  should  be 
published  at  a  moderate  price ;  but  parents  will  not  find  it  economical  in 
the  end  to  buy  such  comprehensive  class-books,  because,  after  all,  they 
will  be  compelled  to  provide  the  children  with  separate  works  on  the  sepa- 
rate subjects,  if  they  are  to  acquire  anything  beyond  the  merest  rudiments 
of  these  subjects.  Mr.  Reid  states  that  it  has  been  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  the  majority  of  the  pupils  in  middle  schools,  who,  he  says,  have  not 
time  for  an  elaborate  treatise.  But  we  hardly  think  he  has  correctly  esti- 
mated the  wants  of  such  pupils  ;  and  there  are  many  grades  between  his 
work  and  elaborate  treatises. 

The  Illustrated  London  Geography  is  evidently  designed  for  young 
children,  like  the  rest  of  the  works  in  the  series  of  the  ^*  Illustrated  London 
Library."  The  publishers  of  this  series  duly  estimate  the  interest  and 
importance  to  children  of  pictorial  illustrations,  and  these  alone  will  be 
sufficient  to  procure  for  the  works  an  extensive  circulation,  irrespective  of 
their  intrinsic  merits.  But  the  present  work  is  not  without  merit  as  a 
treatise.  It  contains  comparatively  few  lists  of  mere  names,  and  the  sub- 
ject is  invested  with  some  degree  of  interest.  There  is  a  well-written  and 
highly  interesting  chapter  at  the  end  upon  geographical  names.  The  only 
drawback  to  the  volume  is  that  the  maps  are  good  for  nothing.  Being  en- 
graved upon  wood,  like  the  rest  of  the  illustrations,  they  are  indistinct,  as 
is  always  the  case  with  maps  so  engraved.  But,  as  the  author  remarks, 
people  should  not  rely  too  much  on  the  maps  bound  up  in  geographies, 
which  cannot  supply  the  place  of  an  atlas,  or  of  larger  maps. 


"CARMINANON  PRius AUDITA."  (Edinburgh:  Sutherland ^ Knox,  1852.) 

That  facts  conveyed  in  verse  are  more  easily  mastered  and  longer  retained 
in  the  memory  than  those  couched  in  prose  has  been  a  general  opinion, 
from  the  authority  who  was  willing  to  allow  the  laws  of  a  country  to  take 
care  of  themselves  if  the  ballads  were  given  up  to  his  fashioning,  down  to 
the  illustrious  writer  whose  effusions  hftve  been  embalmed  in  the  ''as  in 
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praesenti "  of  onr  old  gramman    The  abov^  work  is  an  attempt  to  convey- 
in  rh3rthmical  diction  the  differences  between  words  of  apparently  syno- 
nymous import^  in  LatiD^  and  notices  of  "  homonyms,  equivoques,^'  &c. 
We  will  quote  a  few  of  these  to  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  the  contents. 
On  "ambo"  and  "  nterque  :" 

"  Condit  uteraue  domum  sibi :  mox  duo  tecta  videntur  * 
Ambo  sed  seaificant,  conditur  una  domus." 

On  "coelum/'  "caelo,"  "celo  :" 

"  Qui  sculpit  calat :  servans  abscondita  celat. 
Coelum  est  quod  celat :  calum  dicatur  Olympus/' 

On  "  dissimulo"  and  "  simulat :" 

"  Gaudia  dissimulat :  simulat  sed  femina  luctum." 

The  following  are  good  instances : 

"  En  sero  semen  bumi  spargens,  etiam  sero  plantans. 

Heu !  sero  revocatur  amor,  seroque  juventus." 
And: 

**  Si  pairi  est  similis  patrem  dico  ore  referre ; 

Si  patris,  patrem  moribus  ecce  refert." 


All  these  and  a  number  of  others  display  a  great  amount  of  ingenuity : 
others  show  some  want  of  polish.  The  writer,  under  such  circumstances 
as  these,  is  necessarily  under  disadvantage ;  words  of  awkward  quantity 
must  be  introduced,  and  briefly.  Hence  allowance  must  be  made  for  cer- 
tain licences  ;  but  the  author  seems  to  us  to  have  occasionally  transgressed 
the  rules  of  composition  without  sufficient  reason,  thereby  setting  a  bad 
example  to  younger  students,  for  whom,  we  presume,  the  book  is  mainly 
intended.     For  instance — 

"  Hoc  tibi  promitto :  mea  sunt  promissa  qtjs  certa," 

where  '^  que"  is  in  a  place  quite  unallowable. 

**  Est  qusestus  lucrum  :  sed  questus  XT  esto  querela/' 

What  does  "  et"  mean  ? 

"  Esto  potentia  vis,  vebo  imperium  esto  potestas." 

"  y  ero,"  meaning  "but,"  never  stands  at  the  beginning  of  a  sentence. 

**  En  capitis  ve  maniis  motu  abnuo :  sed  nego  verbis." 

"  Capitis  ve  manus,"  a  barbarism  for  "  capitis  manus  ve." — These  and 
similar  expressions  require  altering,  and  would  materially  improve  a  book 
abounding  in  ingenuity.  The  words  are  arranged,  we  may  add,  alpha- 
betically, for  easy  reference. 


CAII   SALLUSTII    CRISPI    CATILINA   ET    JU6URTHA.       AN     EDITION    FOR 

SCHOOLS.     BY  CHARLES  MBRiYALE,  B.D.     (Cambridge :  Maemilian 
Sf  Co.) 

From  Mr.  Merivale's  reputation  as  a  Latin  scholar  i^id  Roman  historian 
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we  naturally  looked  forward  to  his  promised  edition  of  Sallust  with  con- 
siderable interest.     There  was  no  doubt  that  he  possessed  ample  ability  to 
produce,  in  a  form  adapted  to  the  use  of  schools,  the  writings  of  this 
favourite  author,  and  we  are  glad  to  find  our  anticipations  to  a  great  extent 
realized.     One  merit  of  the  notes  is  that  they  are  equally  distributed 
throughout  the  successive  portions  of  the  narrative,  and  not,  like  the  notes 
of  many  English  editions,  woefully  long  at  first,  and  woefully  short  at  the 
close,  as  though  the  annotator  had  got  rid  of  all  his  learning  as  soon  as 
possible,  for  fear  it  should  evaporate,  or,  not  having  counted  the  cost,  he 
had  prematurely  grown  weary  of  his  task.     The  notes  are  also  tolerably 
full  of  illustrations  and  parallel  passages  from  the  classical  authors  them- 
selves; an  essential  point,  we  take  it,  in  notes.    Taking,  for  instance, 
chapter  23  of  the  Catiline,  wehavC)  "  tnontes,  used  for  mountains  of  wealth 
(cf.  Persius,  2, 65).  Cratero  magnos  promittere  monies  coapertua  (cf.  Cicero, 
in  Verr.  1,  4  ;  Livy,  39,  15  ;  Horat.  Sat  2, 1,  68).  This  is  good  ;  it  fosters 
a  spirit  of  inquiry,  and  a  desire  to  compare  one  author  with  another  with 
reference  to  allusions  or  unusual  phraseology.     There  are  one  or  two 
points,  however,  which  seem  to  require  a  few  words.     In  chapter  1,  on 
^*  animi  imperio  corporis  servitio  magis  utemir,"  Mr.  Merivale  remarks, 
"  the  verb  strictly  belongs  to  imperio  only,  but  governs  servitio  by  zeugma." 
We  are  inclined  to  think  that  in  the  figure  of  speech  alluded  to  the  verb  is 
always  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  noun  to  which  it  is  especially  suited  ; 
consequently,  to  make  an  allowable  zeugma,  the  sentence  would  have  run, 
animi  imperio  mftgis  utimur  corporis  autem  servitio.     As  the  text  stands, 
there  appears  to  us  no  need  of  any  such  expedient ;  it  is  merely  equivalent 
to,  "  We  employ  the  mind  as  the  ruling  agent,  the  body  as  the  subservient" 
— where  '*  utimur"  is   at  least  as  applicable  to  servitio  as  to  imperio. 
Again,  in  chapter  51,  on  the  phrase,  '' possumus  equidem  dicere,"  Mr. 
Merivale  observes  that  he  disbelieves  the  old  derivation,  adopted  by  the 
Romans  themselves,  from  "ego"  and  "quidem,"  and  explains  it  by  "<? 
intensive,  and  quidem,  indeed ;  as  edurus,  egelidus,  enim,"  &c.     Egelidus 
is  rather  an  unfortunate  word  to  choose  by  way  of  illustration ;  for  it 
occurs  only,  we  believe,  once  in  Virgil,  and  there  the  reading  fluctuates, 
some  manuscripts  having  '*et  gelido."     In  Catullus,  Ode  46, 1.  1,  there  is 
''  nam  ver  egelidos  refert  tepores  ;"  where  egelidus  must  mean  warm,  with 
the  cold  taken  off,  like  exspes,  exlex,  &c.     We  are  not  quite  satisfied  that 
"e"  can  be  joined  with  au  adverb,  in  the  way  proposed,  and  are  disposed 
to  keep  to  the  old  derivation,  supposing  the  word  to  be  used  originally 
with  the  first  person,  and  then  with  any. — These  smaller  points,  however, 
little  affect  the  general  value  of  the  notes,  which  appear  to  us  very  judicious, 
and  excellently  adapted  for  those  for  whose  use  the  work  is  intended. 
There  is  an  introductory  chapter  prefixed,  containing  notices  of  the  life  of 
Sallust,  and  a  brief  discussion  of  some  of  the  time-honoured  traditions 
with  reference  to  Sallust,  which  every  one  believes  iand  no  one  knows  the 
reason  of;  such,  for  instance,  as  that  he  copied  Thucydides ;  is  an  unusu- 
ally brief  writer ;  and  had  a  particular  spite  against  Cicero  :  these  points 
are  well  discussed  and  properly  settled.     There  is  also  a  short  account  of 
the  state  of  parties  at  Rome  about  the  period  of  which  the  history  treats. 
This  chapter  gives  an  additional  value  to  the  work. 
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Cottfi^imtlence. 


FARM-SCHOOL  SYSTEM  OF  THE  CONTINENT. 

Sir, — ^Your  readers  will  no  doubt  feel  obliged  to  you  for  the  analysis  which 
you  have  given  of  Mr.  Fletcher's  pamphlet  on  the  above  subject,  as  far  as 
that  analysis  relates  to  the  facts  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Fletcher.  ^  These 
facts  are  sufficiently  credible  ;  for  they  were  selected,  as  you  stated  in  your 
first  notice,  from  a  report  addressed  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  by  the  In- 
spector*General  of  Prisons  and  Institutions  of  Public  Charity  in  Belgium, 
containing  results  of  inquiries  made  principally  for  his  own  guidance  in 
organizing  the  Reformatory  School  at  Ruysselede.  But  your  analysis  also 
extends  to  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Fletcher  as  to  the  applicability  of  the 
farm-school  system  to  preventive  and  reformatory  education  in  England, 
and  you  adopt  them  without  comment.  Now,  as  I  conceive  that  those 
opinions  are  erroneous,  and  calculated  to  do  much  mischief  to  the  quesdon 
of  pauper  education,  especially  at  the  present  moment,  I  crave  your  per- 
mission to  offer  a  refutation  of  them. 

With  every  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  talented  and  amiable  writer  of 
the  pamphlet,  I  do  not  consider  that  he  was  a  person  whose  oppor- 
tunities quaHfied  him  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  district 
schools,  or  pauper  education  generally. 

As  an  inspector  of  schools,  his  duties  called  him  to  another  sphere  of 
popular  education.  He  was  extremely  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  those 
duties.  He  had  a  large  number  of  schools  to  inspect,  as,  for  a  consi- 
derable time  at  least,  he  was  the  only  inspector  of  British  schools  for  the 
whole  country ;  and  his  reports  to  the  Committee  of  Council  were  exceed- 
ingly, perhaps  unnecessarily,  voluminous.  Besides  these  duties,  he  had 
no  inconsiderable  work  to  perform  in  his  capacity  of  secretary  to  the 
Statistical  Society.  And  here,  again,  he  did  much  more  than  a  strict  inter- 
pretation of  his  functions  would  have  required,  as  the  present  pamphlet 
and  other  books  which  he  published  or  privately  circulated  will  testify. 
He  had  thus  few  opportunities  for  becoming  personally  acquainted  with 
the  state  of  the  Parochial  Union  Schools,  and  the  exigencies  of  pauper  edu- 
cation, in  this  country.  All  that  he  knew  upon  these  subjects  was  neces- 
sarily derived  from  official  reports  and  from  other  sources  equally  open  to 
the  public  a^  to  himself.  He  had  no  practical  acquaintance  with  the 
matter.  It  is  no  discredit  to  his  judgment,  therefore,  to  say  that  the  opi- 
nions of  the  inspectors  of  Parochial  Union  Schools,  being  formed  from 
actual  observation,  are  more  entitled  to-  consideration  and  confidence  than 
his  own. 

The  information  which  he  possessed  in  relation  to  pauper  and  reforma- 
tory education  on  the  Contment  was  also,  as  we  have  seen,  obtained 
second-hand  ;  and  he  could  not,  therefore,  pronounce  so  decided  an  opinion 
upon  the  foreign  schools  of  this  kind  as  if  he  had  personally  witnessed 
their  operation,  which  I  believe  he  never  did.  Here,  again,  the  inspectors 
of  Parochial  Union  Schools  have  the  advantage  over  him,  for  several  of 
them  are  known  to  have  visited  the  Continent  frequently. 

Further,  I  think  I  can  satisfactorily  show  that  Mr.  Fletcher^s  statement, 
in  regard  to  the  success  of  the  district  schools  that  have  already  been 
established  in  England,  is  incorrect  in  point  of  fact. 
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"The  progress  of  these  large  district  schools,"  you  observe,  on  Mr. 
Fletcher's  account,  "  in  the  few  instances  in  which  they  have  been  erected 
in  the  north  of  England,  appears  by  the  inspectors*  reports  of  the  following 
year  to  have  been  far  from  satisfactory." 

There  are  three  district  schools  in  the  north  of  England,  those  of  Kirk- 
dale,  Swinton,  and  Leeds.  The  establishments  at  Eirkdde  and  Swinton 
were  opened  in  1845.  That  at  Leeds  was  not  opened  till  some  years  later^ 
(in  1847,  I  believe). 

Now  I  have  read  all  the  reports  on  these  two  schools  which  have  ap- 
peared in  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Council,  and  I  must  say  that 
these  reports  have  given  me  the  opposite  impression;  namely,  that  the 
progress  of  the  institutions  has  been  decidedly  satisfactory. 

The  Kirkdale  Industrial  School  is  described  in  all  the  reports,  from  first 
to  last,  as  eminently  successful  and  prosperous.  The  Swinton  School  is 
not  spoken  so  highly  of,  but  no  one  of  the  reports  can  justly  be  said  to 
set  down  the  results  as  "/ar  from  satisfactory  ;"  and,  besides,  the  short- 
comings of  this  establishment  are  attributable  to  circumstances  which  are 
by  no  means  inherent  in  the  existence  of  a  district  school,  but  which,  on 
the  contrary,  are  or  might  be  thoroughly  within  control,  as  the  superior 
success  of  Kirkdale  sufficiently  proves.  These  circumstances  are  well  de- 
scribed in  the  following  passage  from  the  General  Report  of  her  Majesty's 
Inspector,  Mr.  T.  B.  Browne,  for  1850  and  1851 : — 

"  Every  school,  it  has  been  well  remarked,  requires  a  friend ;  if  an  influential 
person  takes  a  real  interest  in  its  prosperity,  the  most  efficient  arrangements  are 
soon  discovered,  and  ultimately  adopted ;  and  this  advantage  Kirkdale  possesses 
in  the  permanent  chairman  of  the  school  committee.  To  this  favourable  circum- 
stance the  superior  character  of  the  arrangements  at  Kirkdale  may  in  a  great 
measure  be  attributed. 

"  The  formation  of  industrial  schools  might  be  materially  facilitated  by  ascer- 
taining the  lowest  sum  for  which  they  could  be  built.  The  three  industrial 
schools  in  the  north  of  England  have  been  expensive,  and  it  cannot,  as  I  con- 
ceive, be  satisfactorily  inferred  from  their  cost  what  the  expenditure  ought  to  be 
in  other  instances.  Swinton  more  especially,  both  from  its  cost  and  from  its 
somewhat  too  itaiposing  exterior,  seems  to  have  effectually  deterred  many  boards 
of  guardians  from  entertaining  the  question  of  the  formation  of  similar  schools 
for  the  present,  although  their  cost  might  not  generally  exceed  that  of  an  ordi- 
nary workhouse.  The  manifest  want  of  faith  in  education,  the  reluctance  to 
carry  out  the  benefits  of  the  institution  now  that  it  has  been  completed  for  a 
considerable  period,  are  still  more  to  be  regretted  than  the  original  expenditure. 
Local  zeal  for  the  education  of  the  poor  is  liable  to  prove  transient  stnd  uncertain, 
and  it  would  be  unsafe  to  build  upon  the  assumption  that  a  degree  of  permanent 
energy  in  the  cause  would  be  found  elsewhere  which  has  not  hitherto  been  found 
in  the  second  town  in  the  kingdom.'' 

I  have  said  nothing  about  the  administrative  errors  which,  more  than 
once,  I  believe,  since  its  opening,  have  thrown  the  Swinton  School  into 
confusion,  caused  the  resignation  of  the  principal  officers,  and  consequently 
retarded  the  progress  of  the  children  ;  because  similar  errors  with  similar 
results  have  been  committed  at  Kirkdale,  which  has  prospered  in  spite  of 
such  disadvantages.  However,  even  these  circumstances  are  within  con- 
trol. It  is  true  that,^s  Mr.  Tufhell  remarks  in  his  report  on  these  two 
schools  for  1847,  the  question  of  the  management  of  such  establishments 
is  one  of  no  ordinary  difficulty ;  but  it  is  certainly  not  a  question  which 
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lies  utterly  beyond  ihe  region  of  human  possibility.    The  difficulty  seems 
to  haye  been  at  last  successfully  dealt  with  at  Kirkdale. 

Buty  even  supponng  that  "the  inspectors'  report  for  the  following  year/' 
that  is,  I  presume,  the  first  report  on  these  schools  by  Mr.  TufneU  snd 
Mr.  Tremenheere,  printed  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Minutes  for  1845, 
next  far  from  satisfacCofy,  which,  as  I  have  already  said,  is  not  the  case, 
yet,  after  all,  what  would  that  prove  ?  Could  any  very  striking  results  be 
expected  so  short  a  time  afler  their  establishment  ?  The  children  in  fact 
had  not  yet  been  all  transferred  from  the  old  workhouses,  and  the  state  of 
degradation  into  which  they  had  fallen,  while  huddled  together  there  with 
adult  paupers,  is  stated  in  this  and  succeeding  reports  to  have  been  sach 
as  to  render  the  first  year's  instruction  almost  nugatory. 

In  succeeding  years,  the  inspectors'  reports  on  these  establishments, 
especially  those  on  the  Kirkdale  School,  are  very  far  from  being  unsatis- 
factory. In  proof  of  this,  I  beg  leave  to  subjoin  the  following  extracts 
from  Mr.  Browne's  Greneral  Report  for  1849.  It  will  be  observed  that 
Mr.  Browne  even  speaks  of  Kirkdale  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise. 

KIBKDALE   AKD   8W1NT0K. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  the  scriptural  as  well  as  the  general  knowledge  com- 
municated to  very  young  children  by  oral  instruction  only,  before  they  are  able 
to  read,  by  efficient  teachers,  as  in  the  boys'  school  at  Swinton,  and  in  the  infant 
school  at  Swinton,  is  really  surprisinfir,  and  certainly  beyond  the  attainments  of 
the  most  advanced  children  in  such  unions  as  Rochdale,  Huddersfield,  Chorley, 
North  Bierley,  and  others  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  a  large  majority 
of  the  unions  in  Durham  and  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  I  believe  also 
that  the  moral  conduct  of  the  children  fully  keeps  pace  with  their  progress  in 
religious  and  general  knowledge,  and  is  most  satisfactory  in  the  best  schools." 

KIBEDALB. 

"  The  arithmetic  in  several  boys'  schools  is  also  very  fair,  more  especially  at 
Belper,  Hull,  and  Doncaster.  But  in  this  subject  Kirkdale  is  superior  to  every 
school  in  the  northern  district.  Many  boys  there  worked  mentally  sums  in 
practice,  and  added  fractions  with  extraordinary  readiness  and  accuracy. 

"  Five  young  persons,  four  of  whom  I  have  seen  and  examined,  all  educated 
at  Kirkdale  Industrial  School,  which  has  only  been  open  about  five  years,  have 
been  already  appointed  schoolmasters,  solely  on  the  ground  of  their  superior 
qualifications  for  teaching.  Two,  who  were  among  the  pupil-teachers  in  1848, 
had  passed,  with  your  Lordships'  sanction,  for  the  second  year  at  their  first 
examination.  The  Kirkdale  pupil-teachers  are  generally  distinf^uished  by  their 
intelligent,  fluent,  and  animated  mode  of  conducting  a  class ;  they  also  give  an 
impression  that  confidence  maybe  placed  in  them;  and  it  is  manifest  that  the 
liberal  and  bold  system  of  education  adopted  at  Kirkdale  tends  to  form  honour- 
able feeling,  self-reliance,  and  independence  of  character. 

'*  Although  I  was  enabled  to  speak  very  favourably  of  this  school  in  my  report 
for  1848,  decided  improvement  was  apparent  at  the  last  examination.  While  the 
same  character  of  cheerfulness,  animation,  and  intelligence  pervades  the  school, 
and  the  judicious  system  of  discipline  attains  its  object,  without  needlessly 
repressing  the  energies  and  animal  spirits  of  the  boys,  there  is  a  positive  advance 
in  their  attainments.  Thus  five- sevenths  of  those  present  are  able  to  read  with 
tolerable  facility;  and  a  larger  number  than  on  the  former  occasion  read  both 
the  Testament  and  secular  books  fluently.  Great  attention  is  paid  to  the  religious 
instruction  of  the  children,  and  many  showed  an  extensive  knowledge  of  Scrip- 
ture. The  number  of  boys  who  wrote  a  sentence  from  dictation  correctly  was 
73  in  1848,  and  162  in  1849.  The  numbers  in  the  higher  rules  of  arithmetic. 
Proportion,  Practice,  S(}uare  Root,  and  Fractions,  had  increased  from  102  to  139- 
The  mental  arithmetic  is  excellent ;  boys  in  the  first  class  added  mentally  four 
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fractional  numbers  with  different  denominators,  and  worked  also  fraction  sums 
in  Interest  correctly.  Questions  on  the  subjects  of  wages  and  profits,  on  the 
geography  of  India,  and  on  the  history  of  Charles  I.,  were  answered  with  much 
acuteness  and  information.  The  amount  of  Scriptural  and  general  knowledge 
which  had  been  communicated  to  boys  unable  to  read  in  the  lower  classes,  by 
oral  instruction  merely,  was  very  remarkable,  and  such  as  the  most  advanced 
children  are  far  from  equalling  in  many  workhouses.  I  do  not  fear  but  that  this 
school,  as  far  as  its  influence  extends,  will  prove  eminently  successful  in  checking 
pauperism ;  and  it  is  to  the  searching  development  of  each  lesson,  to  the  ener- 
getic, lively,  and  intelligent  method  of  teaching  maintained  throughout  by  the 
bead  master,  that  the  results  are  to  be  attributed." 

SWINTON. 

"The  infant  school  is  excellent,  and  improved  since  1848 :  24  children  read 
the  Testament,  which  18  only  could  do  at  the  previous  examination;  and  writing 
on  paper  has  now  been  introduced.  The  docility,  intelUgence,  and  general 
information  of  these  children  are  very  striking ;  and  in  scriptural  knowledge 
there  has  been  a  decided  advance  since  my  former  visit.  The  moral  and  religious 
instruction  of  the  children  is  carefully  attended  to;  and  the  master  possesses  the 
art  of  turning  an  ordinary  occurrence  verv  skilfully  to  account,  drawing  out  both 
the  moral  feelings  and  the  intellects  of  the  children,  while  they  are  at  the  same 
time  amused  and  interested. 

"  The  girls'  school  is  not  in  an  efficient  state ;  but  some  improvement,  I  think, 
is  visible  since  the  last  inspection.  The  spelling  is  somewhat  better,  although 
still  far  from  good ;  and  a  greater  number  of  girls  write  on  paper.  New  teachers, 
married  persons,  together  with  an  assistant  mistress,  have  been  recently  ap- 
pointed, and  greater  progress  may  now  be  anticipated. 

"Progress  has  certainly  been  made  in  the  boys'  school  since  1848,  especially 
in  grammar ;  the  spelling,  though  better,  is  not  yet  satisfactory.  The  number 
of  boys  present,  able  to  read,  was  rather  more  than  five-sevenths.  The  religious 
knowledge  is  very  creditable ;  and  the  boys  show  more  animation  and  intelli- 
gence than  at  my  former  visit.  Thus  several  were  aware  that  foreign  trade  is 
chiefly  carried  on  by  exchange  or  barter,  and  not  by  the  payment  of  much  specie 
on  either  side.  I  have  found  some  commercial  notions  early  acquired  in  other 
instances  in  the  manufacturing  districts.  The  boys  appeared  deficient  in  men- 
tal arithmetic,  and  the  general  character  of  the  arithmetic  is  much  below  that 
at  Kirkdale.  The  penmanship  is  good.  Three  pupil-teachers  have  been  ap- 
pointed." 

In  the  Leeds  Industrial  School  the  progress  has  certainly  not  been  equal 
to  that  at  Kirkdale  and  Swinton.  But  in  this  case  also,  the  failure  has  been 
owing  to  great  and  obvious  mismanagement,  and  a  want  of  interest  in  the 
institution  on  the  part  of  the  guardians  and  influential  inhabitants  of  the 
district.  "  Long- continued  disputes,'*  says  Mr.  Browne,  in  his  report  on 
this  school  for  1851,  ''between  the  officers,  and  other  circumstances,  have 
tended  seriously  to  demoralize  the  elder  children.  Two  chaplains  and 
several  teachers  in  succession  have  resigned  their  offices :  one  schoolmaster 
was  dismissed  for  misconduct  of  the  grossest  kind  ;  the  boys  had  fallen  off 
materially,  and  the  state  of  the  girls  was  not  satisfactory.  .  .  .  The 
boys  were  here  originally  under  the  charge  of  an  excellent  master.'* 

In  his  report  for  the  previous  year,  Mr.  Browne  mentions  as  one  reason 
why  the  elder  boys  had  not  made  that  progress  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  practicable,  that  they  had  previously  attended  school  only  two  days 
and  a  half  in  each  week,  the  rest  of  their  time  having  been  taken  up,  1  believe, 
with  industrial  work,  the  training  in  which  was,  after  all,  as  Mr.  Browne 
observes,  imperfect.  This  arrangement,  however,  was  altered  after  the 
inspector's  visit.     As  a  proof  of  the  want  of  interest*  in  the  welfare  of  this 
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establishment^  Mr.  Browne  mentions,  'in  the  same  report,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  Tery  large  number  of  ont-door  pauper  childiren  in  Leeds  (nearly 
3000),  It  is  only  half  filled. 

If  this  school  had  been  properly  managed  and  duly  cared  for,  there 
cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  it  would  have  been  quite  as  'prosperous 
as  that  of  Kirkdde.  As  it  is,  after  all  these  drawbacks,  Mr.  Browne,  on  a 
second  visit  to  the  Leeds  School,  in  the  present  year,  found  the  boys  im- 
proyed,  some  changes  in  the  arrangements  having  been  made,  as  I  belieye, 
in  the  interim.  These  remarks,  too,  do  not  apply  to  the  infant  school. 
This  part  of  the  institution  has  gradually  progressed  since  the  opening  of 
the  schools  in  the  latter  part  of  1847.  This  is  curious,  as  the  boys'  school 
was  at  first  described  as  efficient,  the  girls'  school  as  promising,  and  the 
infant  school  as  being  in  a  low  state.  The  scale  has  since  turned :  while  the 
boys'  and  girls'  schools  have  been  going  back,  or  at  any  rate  standing  still, 
the  infants'  school  has  advanced.  In  1 849,  it  is  described  as  .having  clearly 
improved ;  and,  speaking  of  it  this  year,  Mr.  Browne  says : — **  1  found  the 
infants  very  orderly ;  they  answered  many  religious  and  general  questions 
fairly,  and  appeared  attentive  and  intelUgent:  method  of  their  teacher 
good." 

I  consider,  therefore,  that  the  partial  failure  of  this  school  cannot  fairly 
be  used  as  an  argument  against  the  establishment  of  district  schools  gene- 
rally ;  and  this  is,  as  I  have  shown,  the  only  one  of  the  three  already  esta- 
blished in  the  north  of  England  to  which  Mr.  Fletcher's  remarks  can  in  any 
measure  be  applied. 

I  cumot  help  thinking  that  it  was  very  short-sighted  of  Mr.  Fletcher  to 
regard  the  extract  which  he  quotes  from  Mr.  Tufnell's  report  for  1849  as  a 
proof  of  the  advantage  of  the  continental  system  of  organization  in  families* 
On  referring  to  the  passage,  which  I  subjoin  in  a  note  for  the  convenience 
of  your  reauers,*  you  will  observe  that  it  is  in  the  absence  of  district  schooU 
that  Mr.  Tufnell  recommends  something  like  the  farm-schools  of  the  Con- 
tinent for  the  education  of  pauper  children.  Mr.  Tufnell  is  well  known  to 
be  one  of  the  most  zealous  advocates  for  the  establishment  of  district 
schools.  He  dwells  upon  their  practicability  and  desirableness  in  almost 
every  one  of  his  reports,  and  with  a  degree  oi  earnestness  which  shows  that 
his  heart  as  well  as  his  head  is  engaged  in  what  he  writes  upon  the  subject. 
It  was  certainly  not  very  judicious  thus  to  attempt  to  enlist  Mr.  Tufnell 
against  himself. 

AYhen  Mr.  Fletcher  says,  therefore,  that  *^  the  universal  recommendation 
of  large  district  schools  by  the  inspectors  seems  to  be  opposed  to  the  expe- 
rience of  the  world  at  large,  or  at  least  so  far  as  any  conclusion  can  be 
drawn  from  what  has  hitherto  been  attempted  on  the  Continent,"  we  must 
accept  his  own  correction,  contained  in  the  last  clause.  And  to  this  we 
must  add  that  very  little  conclusion  indeed  can  be  drawn  from  anything 

*  ''  In  the  absence  of  district  ichoolt,  the  union  schools  which  to  mj  mind  best  falfil 
the  object  of  their  institution  are  those  which  are  kept  qoite  separate  from  the  adult 
paupers,  in  a  distinct  building,  with  plenty  of  garden  ground,  and  placed  under  the  care 
of  an  honest,  painstaking  married  couple.  Such  an  establishment  frequentlj  presents 
the  aspect  of  a  well-ordered  family ;  and  though  the  intellectual  instruction  is  often 
somewhat  deficient,  habits  of  industrious  application  are  acquired,  and  right  principles 
of  action  inculcated,  so  that  education  in  its  highest  sense  is  imparted  to  the  pupils. 
Children  sent  forth  from  such  establishments,  though  sometimes  wanting  in  technical 
knowledge,  appear  in  most  respects  to  fulfil  aU  the  Qbjects  that  the  philanthropist  might 
deem  desirable,  and  realise  in  their  future  lives  the  idea  of  an  upright  and  Christian - 
minded  peasantry.'' 
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that  has  heen  done  on  the  Continent,  the  circumstances  heing  so  entirely 
different  in  this  country  from  what  they  are  there.  No  continent^ 
country  has  a  Poor  Law  like  ours,  hy  which  the  whole  of  the  indigent  poor 
are  thrown  upon  the  various  parishes  for  maintenance.  The  pupils  in  the 
farm-schools  of  France,  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Switzerland  are  juTcnile 
offenders  or  vagrants,  the  castaways  of  society.  It  is  quite  right  and  proper 
that  with  them  a  system  of  manual  lahour  almost  exclusively  should  be 
adopted,  in  order  to  refine  the  dross  of  their  characters  and  to  make 
them  repay  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  and  training.  But  the  English 
pauper  children  are  a  very  different  class.  They  are  none  of  them  crimi- 
nals, and  they  are  not  necessarily  houseless  vagabonds.  They  have  been 
thrown  upon  the  care  of  the  commimity  by  circumstances  over  which  they 
had  no  control.  Their  parents  are  responsible  for  their  destitute  condition, 
not  they  themselves ;  and  even  the  parents  are  not  in  all  cases  to  be  blamed, 
but  no  doubt  in  very  many  they  are  to  be  pitied  :  they  may  have  struggled 
hard,  and  struggled  in  vain,  against  the  approaches  of  poverty.  These 
children,  then,  are  not  to  be  treated  as  the  offscourings  of  the  earth,  far 
less  as  criminals.  What  we  have  to  do  with  them,  is  to  put  them  into  a 
position  for  regaining  and  maintaining  their  independence.  When  Mr. 
Fletcher,  therefore,  speaks  of  pauper  and  criminal  children  together,  and 
of  the  farm-school  system  as  adapted  to  the  training  of  both,  he  shows  that 
he  had  not  reflected  upon  the  different  characters  and  wants  of  each  class. 
The  wants  of  the  pauper  class  are  well  described  by  the  Principal  of  the 
Kneller  Hall  Training  School,  in  the  following  passage  of  a  memorandum 
submitted  by  him  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education, 
and  quoted  by  Professor  Moseley,  in  his  Report  on  the  Male  Training 
Schools  for  1860  :— 

"  To  teach  a  pauper  cbild  merely  from  books  is  to  render  bis  education  use- 
less, by  disjoininfc  it  from  his  future  life.  To  teach  him  (as  is  commonly  tbe 
case)  some  trade,  is  to  bring  him  back  to  the  workbouse  whenever  that  trade  is 
depressed.  What  is  wanted,  is  to  call  out  all  his  powers  of  body,  mind,  and 
conscience.  To  awaken  him,  in  the  first  place,  to  a  consciousness  of  God  and 
himself;  to  give  him  a  sense  of  personal  dignity,  and  to  teach  him  by  indepen- 
dence to  maintain  his  self-respect;  to  invigorate  his  frame  by  physical  training; 
and  to  teach  him  to  apply  all  the  powers  of  his  understanding  to  the  circum- 
stances of  his  life,  so  that  both  body  and  mind  may  be  under  complete  control, 
and  ready  for  whatever  uses  may  be  required  of  them.  To  do  this  is  to  help  him 
in  the  noblest  way,  for  it  is  to  teach  him  to  help  himself.  A  man  so  educated 
will  often  be  far  from  clever  at  his  books ;  but  I  know  no  higher  cultivation 
which  could  be  given  to  him. 

"  The  intellectual  training  is,  then,  only  the  framework  to  which  all  the  rest 
is  to  be  attached,  and  from  this  it  derives  its  importance." 

Mr.  Fletcher's  view  on  the  subject  is,  as  stated  by  you,  that  "intellectual 
culture  should  be  mainly  used  rather  as  a  relief  from  other  occupations  than 
as  the  chief  feature  of  a  pauper  school."  I  am  aware  that  this  is  also  the 
view  held  by  the  authorities  of  the  Industrial  School  at  Redhill.  But  it  is 
here  quite  in  its  place.  Redhill  is  a  reformatory  school  for  juvenile 
offenders,  and  therefore  similar  to  the  establishments  of  Mettray  in  France, 
the  Rauhe  Haus  near  Hamburgh,  Ruysselede  in  Belgium,  and  the  general 
run  of  the  farm-schools  of  the  Continent. 

I  cannot  agree  with  Mr.  Fletcher,  therefore,  in  the  conclusion  which  he 
derives  from  this,  viz.,  that  it  may,  perhaps,  prove  to  have  been  a  very 
happy  obstinacy  with  which  the  English  boards  of  guardians,  generally. 
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have  declined  to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  for  the  Forma- 
tion of  District  Schools. 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Fletcher,  that  "  by  far  the  most  important  instruc- 
tion to  be  obtained  from  the  experience  of  our  continental  neighbours  con- 
sists in  its  testimony  to  the  advantage,  both  moral  and  economical,  to  be 
derived  from  employing,  in  spade-husbandry  and  household  duties,  the 
young,  whether  paupers  morally  endangered  or  actually  delinquent,  who  are 

Eermanently  thrown  on  society  for  support."  And  I  think  this  instruction 
as  already  been  taken  advantage  of  to  the  fullest  extent  desirable  by  Her 
Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Parochial  Union  Schools,  especially  Mr.  Symons, 
in  their  recommendations  for  the  establishment  of  district  schools.  Great 
efforts  have  been  made  both  by  the  Committee  of  Council  and  the  Work- 
house Inspectors  to  procure  the  introduction  of  field-work  into  the  Union 
Schools,  as  an  important  means  of  training.  It  seems  to  be  the  general 
opinion  of  the  inspectors,  that  the  three  district  schools  of  the  north,  parti- 
cularly Leeds,  would  have  been  more  successful  if  the  boys  had  been  more 
exercised  in  spade-husbandry,  in  preference  to  the  sedentary  occupations 
of  shoemaking  and  tailoring,  in  which  they  have  been  hitherto  chiefly  em- 
ployed. The  importance  of  field-work  in  the  training  of  poor  children  is 
becoming  more  and  more  acknowledged.  The  North  Surrey  District  School 
at  Anerley  has  fifty  acres  of  land  attached  to  it,  all  of  which  is  cultivated  by 
the  boys ;  and  plots  of  ground  for  training  in  spade-husbandry  have,  on  the  re- 
commendation of  the  inspectors,  been  added  to  many  Union  Schools  already. 
There  is  a  general  feeling  also  springing  up  in  favour  of  iudustrial  schools 
for  other  classes  of  children,  whether  morally  endangered,  actually  delin- 
quent, or  those  of  the  independent  poor  in  rural  districts.  This  is  evi- 
denced by  the  establishment  of  the  Cambridge  Industrial  School,  the  Red- 
hill  Reformatory  School,  and  the  Finchley  Industrial  School,  and  by  the 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  late  Government  to  make  grants  in  aid  of  such 
schools.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  lesson  which  is  to  be  learnt  from  the 
continental  farm-schools  has  already  been  long  and  well  learnt  by  our 
country.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  is  now  upwards  often  years  since 
Lady  DjTon  and  the  Countess  of  Lovelace  established  the  industrial  schools 
at  Ealinff,  Leicester,  and  Ockham,  in  immediate  imitation  of  those  of  Pesta- 
lozzi  and  De  Fellenberg. 

I  hope  I  have  now  said  sufficient  to  show  the  fallacy  of  Mr.  Fletcher's 
three  first  general  conclusions,  namely,  the  following  : — 

"  I.  That  the  farm-schools  of  the  Continent,  applied  to  education  for  the 
prevention  of  crime,  hold  a  social  position  precisely  analogous  to  that  of  our 
workhouse  schools. 

''  2.  That  for  the  children  in  these  schools,  as  in  those  of  the  Continent,  a 
training  in  vigorous  rural  industry  and  close  domestic  economy,  by  means 
of  farm-schools  conducted  on  the  principles  of  a  Christian  family,  will  yield 
the  greatest  attainable  moral  vigour  with  the  least  amount  of  indolence  and 
self-deception. 

"  3.  That  the  greater  number  of  the  present  workhouse  schools  are  now 
producing  opposite  results  ;  and  that  we  have  no  experience  strongly  favour- 
able to  placing  the  children  in  large  district  establishments,  however 
pleasing  the  mechanism  :  while  we  have  ample  testimony  in  favour  of  the 
farm-school  system." 

The  two  remaining  conclusions  are  perfectly  harmless.  The  hit  at  the 
expenditure  of  laree  sums  in  ornamental  stone  and  brick-work  is  just  and 
well  deserved  j  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Fletcher  is  correct,  when 
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he  says  that  to  have  g^A  preventive  schools  will  be  the  first  step  towards 
the  obtaining  good  rejfbrmatory  schools. 

In  conclusion^  I  must  repeat  that,  in  making  these  remarks,  I  have  at  the 
same  time  the  greatest  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  lamented  writer  of 
the  pamphlet,  both  as  a  public  officer  and  as  a  private  friend.  The  subject 
of  pauper  education,  however,  is  one  of  so  great  importance,  that  I  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  speak  freely  of  Mr.  Fletcher's  views,  which,  as  I 
stated  at  the  outset,  and  as  I  hope  I  have  now  shown,  are  erroneous  and 
calculated  to  do  much  mischief ;  namely,  by  prejudicing  people's  minds  even 
more  than  they  are  now  prejudiced  against  the  establishment  of  district 
schools.  This  prejudice,  and  the  other  obstacles  that  stand  in  the  way  of 
this  great  measure,  are  formidable  enough  in  all  conscience  without  any 
unnecessary  addition  from  without. 

Apologising  for  the  length  of  this  letter,  which  perhaps  not  even  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  can  justify, 

I  remain.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Kneller  Hall,  Nov,,  1852.  J.  Ttlleard. 


EVILS  OF  TRANSLATIONS  OF  THE  CLASSICS. 

Sir, — I  gladly  recognise  certain  signs  of  an  improved  Latin  and  Greek 
scholarship  being  about  to  obtain  among  us.  But  there  is  a  most  destruc- 
tive influence  at  work,  to  which  I  doubt  whether  the  masters  of  our  great 
schools  have  yet  sufficiently  turned  their  attention.  I  mean  the  increased 
cheapness  and  quantity  of  translations.  Many  new  translations,  and  new 
editions  of  old  translations,  have  been  published  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  some  of  them  extremely  well  done.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  find  a 
good  author  to  whom  there  is  not  some  cheap  translation.  An  idle  boy 
has  but  to  send  a  post-office  order  for  three-and-sixpence  to  London,  and 
the  evil  is  done. 

I  quite  allow  that  there  is  not  only  a  legitimate  but  a  most  profitable 
way  of  using  these  books,  but  it  is  an  absurdity  to  suppose  that  a  school- 
boy uses  them  for  any  purpose  except  to  save  himself  trouble.  He  looks 
Jirst  at  his  English  translation,  then  at  his  Latin  or  Greek  author,  and  so 
gains  a  loose  notion  of  his  lesson  in  ten  minutes.  Or  one  boy  reads  the 
English  aloud  for  the  benefit  of  a  dozen  listeners.  In  this  way  the  whole 
thing  is  over  in  about  five  minutes,  and  the  long  evening  is  filled  up  with  a 
shilling's  worth  of  trash  from  the  nearest  railway  book-stall,  and  the  boy's 
intellect  and  character  are  gradually  but  pretty  surely  emasculated,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  demoralization  which  will  follow  the  constant  habit  of 
doing  wrong.  Well,  in  time  the  master  finds  that  his  boys  have  not  work 
enough  to  do,  so  he  tries  to  mend  matters  by  (of  all  things  in  the  world) 
lengthening  the  lessons,  till  at  last  a  boy  is  actually  obliged  to  use  a  trans- 
lation in  order  to  be  able  to  learn  his  lesson  at  all.  I  have  known  boys, 
fourteen  years  old,  with  fifty  or  sixty  lines  of  Euripides,  eighty  of  Horace, 
and  other  books  in  proportion,  to  learn. 

Almost  as  bad  as  the  translations  are  the  Anthon's  editions,  especially 
those  with  notes  at  the  foot  of  the  page. 

Having  shut  up  his  translation,  the  boy  just  runs  through  the  notes,  and 
picks  up  a  smattering  of  the  allusions,  just  enough  to  pass  muster  and  no 
more. 

I  have  known  several  cases  of  boys,  who  were  decidedly  good  scholars  of 
their  age  at  thirteen  or  fourteen,  who  at  eighteen,  on  going  to  college. 
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were  not  only  bad  scholars  for  their  age,  bnt  absolutely  worse  than  the j 
were  four  years  before.  And  all,  I  believe,  in  consequence  of  these  abomi- 
nable books.  And  I  have  reason  to  know  that,  whatever  may  be  the  case 
at  Cambridge,  at  Oxford  certainly  nine  men  out  of  ten  get  up  their  work, 
college  lectures  particularly,  in  this  way. 

The  only  way  I  know,  by  which  this  can  be  prevented,  is  by  the  lesson 
being  learned  in  the  masters  presence.  With  httle  boys  I  believe  this  to 
be  essential.  They  require  help,  which  the  master  must  give  them,  either 
by  explaining  the  whole  lesson  or  such  parts  of  it  as  he  thinks  necessary 
to  the  whole  class,  or  by  encouraging  the  individuals  to  apply  for  assist- 
ance when  they  want  it.  But  the  real  difficulty  is  with  older  boys,  say 
from  fourteen  to  seventeen.  Even  if  it  were  possible  it  might  be  undesir- 
able for  them  to  learn  their  lessons  under  the  master's  eye.  With  them, 
therefore,  the  only  plan  seems  to  be  to  set  lessons  rather  too  short  than 
too  long,  and  to  exact  the  most  scrupulous  attention  to  every  point  of 
scholarship  and  all  collateral  matters,  ending  by  the  master  reading  the 
passage,  or  parts  of  it,  sentence  by  sentence,  doud  to  the  boys  in  English, 
their  books  being  shut,  and  making  them  re-translate  it  in  the  exact  order 
of  words.  This  is  an  excellent  practice  at  any  time ;  but  it  is  one  which 
would  give  a  decided  advantage  to  a  boy  who  had  learned  his  lesson  inde- 
pendently, and  who  would  consequently,  in  a  class  in  which  places  are 
taken,  have  an  opportunity  of  gaining  at  the  end  of  the  lesson,  and  so  se- 
curing a  good  mark.  Frequent  examinations,  too,  would  tell  in  his  favour. 
The  translation-users,  suddenly,  as  it  were,  deprived  of  their  corks,  sink 
to  the  bottom. 

In  short,  I  am  sure  that  one  way  or  other  active  masters  can  keep  this 
evil  down,  but  it  will  not  do  to  ignore  it,  and  be  satisfied  with  work  done 
in  a  slovenly  way.  Depend  upon  it,  these  detestable  productions  are  ruin- 
ing our  scholarship.  I  am  only  too  thankful  that  circumstances  enable 
me,  in  my  own  case  as  a  teacher,  to  keep  them  at  a  distance,  but  circum- 
stances have  also  enabled  me  to  see  the  infinite  mischief  they  are  doing, 
and  I  trust  that  I  may  do  some  little  good  in  calling  attention  to  them. 

R.  M. 

[We  insert  this  letter,  but  think  that  oar  correspondent  exaggerates  the  evil  of  trans- 
lations. No  translation  will  giTe  the  boy  that  exact  knowledge  of  an  anthor  which  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  master  to  see  that  the  boy  obtains.  If  a  mere  verbal  translation  of  an 
author  is  all  that  a  master  requires,  translation  will  then  do  harm  by  making  a  boy  idle; 
but  the  fault  is  the  master's.  We  believe  that  Dr.  Arnold  did  not  forbid  translatioDf, 
but  tacitly  allowed  them.] 


HOME  AND  COLONIAL  SCHOOL  SOCIETY. 

Sir, — The  writer  of  the  article  on  "Teaching  Power,"  in  your  num- 
ber for  November,  has  made  honourable  mention  of  this  institution, 
for  which  we  are  much  obliged  to  him.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  he 
has  not  paid  us  a  visit  for  the  last  two  years,  as  since  that  time  we  have 
not  taken  any  student  whom  we  are  expected  to  recommend  to  a  school 
for  a  less  period  than  twelve  months ;  some  stay  fifteen  months,  some 
eighteen,  and  some  even  two  years.  We  have  now  120  students  of  this 
description  under  instruction. 

It  is  also  just  two  years  ago  since  the  head  master  of  our  training  de- 
partment, and  Mr.  Coglan,  the  headmaster  of  our  juvenile  school,  went  to 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Dublin,  for  the  express  purpose  of  importing 
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any  improvements  they  might  observe  in  the  training  institutions  and 
schools  established  in  those  places  respectively;  and  during  our  recent 
holidays^  in  July  last,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  going  with  these  two  gentle- 
men to  every  training  institution  in  and  near  the  metropolis^  with  the  same 
object  in  view. 

We  are  exceedingly  anxious  *'  to  adopt  what  is  good"  in  all  these  insti- 
tutions^ and  to  communicate  to  them  tne  result  of  our  own  experience,  and 
of  the  invaluable  aid  we  have  received  from  Dr.  and  Miss  Mayo,  the 
hi^hly-gifled  disciples  of  Pestalozzi.  Our  desire  is  not  the  prosperity  of 
this  or  that  institution,  but  the  Christian  education  of  the  labouring  classes 
of  our  country. 

On  the  26ih  of  May  last,  our  Committee  had  a  conference  with  the  Rev. 
F.  C.  Cook  and  E.  C.  Tufnell,  Esq.,  two  of  her  Majesty's  inspectors,  and 
the  result  was  printed  for  the  information  of  our  subscribers.  It  may  per- 
haps interest  your  readers  if  you  publish  the  inclosed  short  extracts 
relating  to  the  students  and  to  the  schools.  Mr.  Cook's  report  on  the 
latter  will  no  doubt  soon  be  presented  to  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  and  printed.     I  am,  &c.,  * 

John  Reynolds,  Honorary  Secretary. 

Home  and  Colonial  School  Society,  Gray* 9  Inn  Boad, 

17  th  November,  1852. 

STUDENTS   IN  THB   INSTITUTION. 

"Mr.  Cook.  It  affords  me  mach  pleasure  to  say  that  the  result  of  the  last  Christ- 
mas Examination,  as  it  regards  this  Institution,  was  yery  satisfactory.  When  it  is 
considered  that  the  great  majority  of  your  stadents  only  remain  tweWe  months,  and 
that  in  other  institutions  they  generally  remain  for  a  longer  period,  it  may  fairly  be 
considered  that  you  have  maintained  your  high  character.  In  a  comparatively  short 
time  you  have  done  a  large  amount  of  work,  and  of  good  work  too ;  no  institution  has 
taken  greater  pains  to  posses  a  sufficient  number  of  good  officers  than  the  Home  and 
Colonial,  and  none  have  succeeded  better.  In  the  '  Essays  on  the  Art  of  Teaching,' 
and  in  '  Notes  of  Lessons/  to  both  of  which  I  attach  especial  importance,  your 
stadents  at  this  examination  haye  had  great  success — there  is  not  one  failure.  In 
these  matters  you  are  in  advance  of  all  other  institutions.'' 

INFANT  AND    JUVBNILB    SCHOOLS    OF   THB   INSTITUTION. 

**  The  Committee  understand  that  Mr.  Cook  is  about  to  inspect  these  schools  in  August, 
and  they  have  in  consequence  caused  a  memorandum  to  be  prepared  of  what  is  taught 
in  these  schools,  and  they  would  make  it  their  special  request  to  Mr.  Cook  to  state  to 
them  how  far  the  expectations  which  the  Committee  have  formed  as  to  the  system  are 
fulfilled  by  the  results. 

**  The  memorandum  is  as  follows  :— 

"  The  Model  Infant  School  is  divided  into  three  sections,  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
Pestalozzian  principle  that  instruction  should  be  well  graduated.  The  first  step  is 
founded  much  on  intuitive  perception :  visible  objects  and  representations  are  used. 
In  religious  instruction,  the  help  of  prints  is  sought,  and  short  texts,  conveying  prac- 
tical lessons,  are  learnt.  The  moral  sense  of  the  children  is  also  cultivated  by  means 
of  pictures,  and  the  consideration  of  their  own  actions,  the  great  object  being  to  give 
them  the  first  impressions  of  what  is  good  and  what  is  evil ;  of  God  and  the  invisible 
world,  and  of  their  own  responsibility ;  in  short,  to  touch  the  heart  and  awaken  the 
conscience.  Their  elementary  ideas  of  form,  colour,  weight,  »ise,  number,  relative 
poeiiion,  are  all  developed  by  the  aid  of  objects,  and  by  these  subjects  so  treated  their 
minds  are  furnished  with  materials,  which  are  increased  and  worked  upon  in  the  second 
section  of  the  school;  whilst  in  the  third  more  is  aimed  at.  The  religious  instruction 
then  embraces  a  consecutive  course  of  the  histories  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments, 
the  children's  memories  are  exercised  in  retaining  and  linking  together  the  facts,  and 
they  are  trained  to  deduce  practical  lessons,  and  to  apply  the  texts  with  which  their 
minds  are  stored.  In  moral  instruction,  they  learn  not  only  what  is  rii^ht  and  wrong 
in  condttd,  but  also  what  will  be  the  probable  consequences  and  results  of  certain  con- 
duct: motives  are  tested — ^principles  are  given— right  habits  encouraged,  whilst  their 
idaaa  and  knowledge  in  the  various  branches  of  Instmetion  are  extended ;  they  are 
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taught  to  ezpreis  accurately  what  they  ohferve,  and  in  this  way  a  Tocabnlary  is  gni- 
da^ly  acquired — the  first  step  in  the  study  of  language  made — and  they  learn  also  to 
appreciate  and  understand  the  force  and  value  of  different  kinds  of  words  before  they 
commence  grammatical  classification  and  construction. 

"  In  arithmetic,  objects  and  strokes,  which  were  only  used  in  the  lowest  sections  as 
stepping-stones  to  first  ideas,  are  discarded—- power  of  mind,  facility  in  retaining  and 
working  numbers,  is  cultivated  by  mental  arithmetic — and  tliey  commence  on  their 
slates  to  work  the  first  three  rules  of  arithmetic. 

**  They  obtain  their  preliminary  ideas  of  geography  by  commencing  with  the  school- 
room and  play-ground — their  boundaries — position  of  parts,  &c. — using  a  plan  repre- 
senting these  points.  Their  observation  is  then  extended  to  the  neighbourhood,  and 
Afterwards  follow  a  few  very  simple  lessons  on  England.  They  are  in  this  way  led  from 
the  known  to  the  unknown. 

"  Various  subjects  are  introduced  in  courses  of  lessons,  which,  whilst  they  cultivate 
observation,  conception,  judgment,  and  memory,  prepare  the  children  to  take  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  the  world  around  them,  leading  them  really  to  see  with  their  eyes, 
hear  with  their  ears,  and  apply  the  results. 

"  They  learn  to  read  on  the  phonetic  system,  and  before  leaving  the  Infant  School  they 
are  expected  to  read  fluently  and  intelligently  such  easy  books  as  '  Line  upon  line,' 
M'CuUoch's  *  First  Reading- Book,'  &c.  In  writing,  they  are  expected  to  form  cor- 
rectly all  the  letters  of  the  alphabet." 

JUYBKILB    SCHOOL. 

*'  Whilst  in  the  Infant  Schcol,  the  powers  of  the  children  are  awakened  and  exercised 
under  the  direction  of  the  teacher ;  in  the  Juvenile  School,  the  children  are  taught  to 
use  these  powers  theonseltes ;  they  become  more  independent  of  their  teacher,  and  are 
besides  helped  to  acquire  positive  knowledge. 

"  This  school  is  divided  into  three  sections. 

"  In  religious  instruction,  the  lower  school  commences  with  the  histories  of  the  Pen- 
tateuch, connecting  with  them  much  collateral  information  as  to  geography,  ancient 
customs,  &c.  The  miracles  and  parables  of  our  blessed  Lord  follow,  and  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  from  which  particularly  are  learnt  the  practices  of  the  early  Christian 
Church. 

''  The  instruction  in  the  upper  division  is  historical,  doctrinal,  ar.d  practical.  One  day 
in  the  week,  the  children  write  abstracts  of  the  Gospels,  or  an  analysis  of  some  chapter. 
They  are  taught  to  view  subjects  as  a  whole,  with  the  bearing  of  the  parts  on  the  whole. 

*'  In  grammar,  they  begin  with  the  classification  of  words,  and  their  most  simple  in- 
flections, but  they  proceed  to  Syntax,  derivations,  and  composition. 

**  In  geography,  they  commence  by  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  ideas  of  which  it 
treats,  the  nature  and  use  of  a  map,  and  the  information  connected  with  physical  geo- 
graphy, and  the  terms  by  which  this  is  expressed.  They  afterwards  acquire  some 
knowledge  of  mathematical  geography,  and  obtain  a  slight  general  idea  of  the  four 
quarters  of  the  globe,  with  a  more  particular  knowledge  of  Europe,  the  British  Islands, 
our  Colonies,  and  of  Palestine. 

'*  In  this  study  much  is  committed  to  memory,  and  generally,  in  the  instruction  in 
this  school,  efforts  are  made  to  cultivate  and  improve  this  faculty,  without  overburden- 
ing it. 

'*  In  arithmetic,  the  pupils  are  at  first  much  exercised  in  mental  processes.  They  after- 
wards go  through  the  usual  course  of  ciphering,  care  being  taken  that  they  fully  under- 
stand principles.  No  mechanical  rnle  is  given  till  they  have  arrived  at  it  themselves  by 
analysis,  comparison,  and  repeated  examples. 

"  In  geometry,  they  begin  with  lessons  on  the  solids,  and  those  who  remain  sufficiently 
long  are  by  these  prepared  for  Euclid. 

'*  Manual  dexterity,  taste,  and  invention  are  cultivated  by  linear  drawing. 

**  Singing  is  taught  on  HuUah's  system. 

'*  The  girls  devote  two  afternoons  in  the  week  to  work. 

**  Reading  and  writing  receive  full  attention. 

**  A  porticn  of  time  is  devoted  to  courses  of  lessons  on  general  information,  on  natural 
history,  trachea  and  manufactures,  common  properties  of  matter,  and  the  most  simple 
elements  of  political  economy. 

**  An  impi  rtant  feature  in  these  schools  is  the  home-work,  by  which  is  cultivated  habits 
of  independent  study  and  industry. 

"  Mr.  C(  OK.  When  I  inspect  your  schools,  it  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to  look  at 
the  res^ilts  of  your  system,  to  which  you  have  thus  called  my  attention.  There  are 
several  scLools  in  my  district  in  which  the  children  take  home  questions,  which  they 
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bring  answerod  the  next  day.  I  think  it  very  desirable  that  home-work  should  be 
encoaragedy  for  it  ia  a  great  gain  in  itself  to  induce  children  to  work  at  home.  I 
sometimes  fear  that  the  exercise  of  the  memory  has  been  too  much  neglected  in  schools 
of  late  years. 

'' Mr.  Reynolds.  I  hope  the  memory  is  not  neglected  here.    We  often  give  some- 
what serere  exercises  for  the  memory.'' 


ANSWERS  TO  THE  MATHEMATICAL  QUESTIONS. 

QuES.  149. — Proposed  hy  Mr,  Crook,  Twickenham. 

A  bad  sovereign,  when  weighed  in  air,  is  found  to  be  equal  in  weight  to 
a  good  one ;  but  when  the  two  are  separately  weighed  in  water,  the  bad 

sovereign  weighs  ^  less  than  the  good  one.     Now,  supposing  the  bad 

sovereign  to  be  alloyed  with  lead,  what  would  be  the  proportion  of  gold 
and  lead  in  it. 

Answered  by  Mr,  W,  J7.  Lef&y  ;  and  on  similar  principles  by  Danos,  and 

Messrs,  Crook  and  Sothem. 

Let  a  »  19|25  the  specific  gravity  of  gold,  6  s  11,35  the  specific  gravity  of  lead, 
uf  s  weight  of  each  sovereign  in  air,  x  «  weight  of  lead  in  air  which  the  bad  sovereign 
containsi  then  10  —  j?  »  weight  of  the  gold  in  the  bad  sovereign. 

Kow  the  good  sovereign  will  lose  when  weighed  in  water  a  weight  =  — 

w 

.*.  its  weight  when  weighed  in  water  =  ic . 

a 

Similarly  the  weight  of  the  bad  sovereign  when  weighed  in  water  ia  w— — -r-. 

Wherefore,  by  the  question 

which  solved  gives  x  —  — 7 «=  ,874  tr, 

and  w  —  *  =  ,126  tir^ 

quantity  of  gold  __  126 1_         . 

quantity  of  lead  ~~  874  ""7 

QuES.  150. — Proposed  by  Mr,  Salter,  Durham, 

A  cannon  ball,  weighing  10  lbs.,  is  discharged  with  the  velocity  of  80 
feet  per  second  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon  which  weighs  half  a  ton ; 
required  the  velocity  of  its  recoil. 

Answered  by  Mr,  H,  Hill,  and  Mr,  W,  H.  Levy, 
Let  V  »  velocity  of  the  recoil  of  the  cannon,  then  the  work  accumulated  in  the  can- 

m3       y.        1120 

non  >B >  (Tate^s  **  Fxercises  on  Mechanics,''  page  89,)  and  that  in  the  ball  » 

2g 

80^x10 

— — . 

29 

Kow  since  the  pressure  of  the  elastic  vapour  upon  the  cannon  will  be  equal  to  its  pres* 
snre  on  the  ball,  the  accumulated  works  in  the  cannon  and  ball  will  be  equal ; 

.•.  «3  X  1120  -  802  X  10. 

80  5      /  — 

.«.  v  a.      «=  .--  V  112  «s  7,56  the  velocity  of  recoil. 

Vii2         7  ' 
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QuES.  151. — Proposed  by  Mr.  Wilkinson^  Burnley. 
If.  P  Q  Q  Q  &c.  be  a  decimal  fraction  in  which  P  contains  p  digits  and  Q 
contains  j  digits,  recurring  in  infinitum^  the  equivalent  vulgar  fraction  is 

-£-  +  — -Z —  +  — ,—  + —-  +  &c.,  ad  infinitum. 

It  is  required  to  ium  ihi»  teriett  and  bHow  that  it  is  =—77 • 

^  10^(lO«-l) 

Answered  by  Messrs,  Crook,  Danos,  Hill,  Levy,  Peyasus,  Salter, 

Sothem,  and  JFilkinson. 

Lpt  s  =  ^  +  — ^  +  — 4?-  +  -i;z;r  +  ^'*  ^^  infif^ium. 

To       10^+»      10^"*''^      lO^^'* 
Then  10^S=:P+  — «  +  "i«  +  "^  +  *«.,  ad  infinitum. 

p+q  Q  O  Q.  QL 

And  10       S  =  10P+Q+~+    — +    -r+  *c.,  ad  infinitum. 

10«     10^     io'« 

.  PQ  +    ^  +  ^  +    -^  +  &c.,  fld  •«««.,  since  10*P contains 
10«      10**      10*^ 
9  zeros  and  Q  contains  9  units, 

...  (lo*+«-.10^)S-PQ-P 

Pq  — P 

and  S  «      r :^ — 

10^  (10*  -  !)• 
LIST   OF   MATHEMATICAL   ANSWERS.  ' 

A.  M.  ans.  149,  150;  W.  P.  Crook,  Twickenham,  ans.  149,  151;  l>*nos,  ans.  149, 
150,  151 ;  S.  Dyer,  Wanstead,  ans.  149,  150 ;  H.  Hill,  Mortlake,  ans.  149, 150, 151 ; 
W.  H.  Levy,  Shalbome,  ans.  149,  150,  151 ;  Pegasus,  ans.  151 ;  J.  Salter,  Darbam, 
ans.  150,  151 ;  T.  Sothem,  Burtonwood,  ans.  149,  151 ;  T.  T.  Wilkmson,  Burnley; 
ans.  151. 
Petrarch's  solution  to  Quest.  148,  will  appear  in  the  next  number. 


NEW  QUESTIONS, 

To   BE   ANSWERED   IN    OUR    NuMBER   FOR   JANUARY,   1853. 

QuES.  152. — Proposed  by  Mr.  John  Smith,  Manchester.     ^ 
A  train,  an  hour  after  starting,  meets  with  an  accident  which  detains  it 
an  hour,  after  which  it  proceeds  at  *  of  its  former  rate,  and  arnves  3  hours 
hehind  time ;  hut  had  the  accident  happened  50  miles  farther  on  the  Une, 
it  would  have  arrived  li  hour  sooner.     Find  the  length  of  the  Ime. 

QuES.  153.— Proposed  by  Mr.  John  Thompson,  London. 
Show  hy  a  method  different  from  what  is  given  in  works  on  trigonometry, 

cot  §  A  +  cot  i  B  +  cotiC  =  cot  i  A.  cot  i  B.  cot  i  C,  where  A  +  B  +  C  -  ISO'*. 
QuES.  154.— From  the  Senate  House  Problems  for  1842. 
Two  ships  are  sailing  uniformly  with  velocities  u,  v  along  Hnes  intersect- 
ing at  an  angle  0;  show  that  if  a  b,  be  their  distances  at  one  time  from 
the  point  of  intersection  of  the  courses,  the  least  distance  of  the  ships  is 

equal  to 

(flg  —  bu)  sin  0 

(«2  +  ©2  — 2iircosa)* 
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SUGGESTIONS  ON  THE  CULTIVATION,  MANAGEMENT,  AND 

PRESERVATION  OF  THE  VOICE. 

[The  following  remarks,  addressed  to  Clergymen,  have  been  published  in  The  English 
C^vrehman.   We  extract  them  as  being  usefal  and  suggestive  to  Masters.] 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  offer  some  practical  assistance  to  those  who 
are  desirous  of  conducting  the  public  worship  of  the  Church  with  solemnity, 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  edification  of  His  Church.  The  writer  has 
been  forced  by  nervous  debility  to  learn  the  proper  management  of  his 
voice.  He  practically  knows  both  the  difficulty  of  the  task,  and  the  pos- 
sibility and  value  of  success.  And  he  hopes  that  his  painful  experience 
may  save  some  labour  and  disappointment  to  others,  ana  may  afford  them 
some  aid  in  the  due  performance  of  the  most  solemn  office  upon  earth — 
the  offering  up  to  God  the  prayers  and  praises  of  His  Church,  and  reading 
in  the  ears  of  the  people  His  most  Holy  Word. 

The  proper  and  solemn  reading  of  our  public  Liturgy  is  perhaps  the 
rarest  of  ministerial  gifts :  and  the  causes  of  this  failure  merit  a  careful 
study. 

Few  men  speak  unnaturally  in  conversation ;  yet  few  read  in  public 
without  faults  the  most  unnatural.  Every  one  perceives  the  grievous 
faults  of  others,  yet  almost  every  one  is  observed  by  others  to  be  un- 
consciously guilty  of  equal  defects.  Many  of  these  faults  are  attributed  to 
habit ;  but  a  uniform  habit  must  itself  have  a  cause.  Could  we  under- 
stand the  cause,  we  might  learn  the  remedy :  could  we  learn  the  nature  of 
the  instrument,  we  might  hope  to  play  on  it  correctly.  The  writer  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  some  knowledge  of  physiology,  which  he  has 
learned  only  from  a  long  course  of  undirected  eHbrts,  might  prove  a  clue 
from  the  beginning,  and  save  an  infinity  of  labour. 

The  human  voice  is  a  wind  instrument,  of  the  reed  class,  in  which  sound 
is  produced  by  the  vibration  of  plates,  fixed  in  part  and  vibrating  in  part. 
The  organ,  clarionet,  and  other  wind  instruments,  which  contain  a  vibrating 
plate  fixed  in  a  tube,  afford  examples  of  this  mechanism.  A  higher  or 
lower  note  is  produced  by  the  varied  lengths  of  the  vibrating  part,  and  the 
length  of  the  tube  must  accord  with  the  note  of  the  plate.  The  sound 
produced  will  be  loud  or  faint  according  as  the  opening  of  the  tube  is 
enlarged  or  contracted.  These  are  the  conditions  of  a  reed  instrument ; 
the  various  contrivances  for  meeting  them  may  be  examined  in  the  in- 
struments named,  and  they  are  all  provided  for  in  the  human  voice. 

The  lips  of  the  glottis,  at  the  bottom  of  the  larynx,  are  the  vibrating 
plates.  These  are  brought  into  a  position  to  vibrate  by  a  particular  muscle. 
Until  that  muscle  act,  no  sound  is  produced  by  the  air  as  it  passes  through 
the  larynx.  Another  muscle  renders  rigid  the  lips  of  the  glottis  in  a 
portion  of  their  vibrating  edge ;  by  this  a  higher  tone  is  produced,  pre- 
cisely as  a  violin-player  shortens  the  string  with  his  finger  to  produce  a 
higher  note.  The  larynx  itself,  with  the  cavity  of  the  mouth  to  the  lips, 
forms  the  tube.  The  lengthening  and  expanding  of  the  larynx,  and  the 
protrusion  of  the  lips,  form  a  long  and  wide  tube  for  the  lower  notes,  and 
the  contraction  of  them  a  short  tube  for  the  high  notes,  just  as  the  length 
and  size  of  the  pipes  in  an  organ  are  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  vibrating 
power  in  each. 

Besides  this,  the  human  voice  has  an  organism,  not  yet  successfully 
copied  in  any  wind  instrument,  for  giving  varied  inflections  or  characters 
to  the  vibrations ;  of  these  we  shall  speak  again.    But  all  this  machinery 
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i8  useless  without  a  current  of  air.  In  the  organ  this  is  supplied  hj  the 
bellows  ;  in  the  human  Toice  by  the  lungs.  It  is  ascertained  by  experi- 
ment that  the  volume  and  force  of  the  current  is  an  important  condition. 
A  reed  and  its  tube  remaining  the  same,  certain  alteraticms  in  the  volume 
and  force  of  air  will  produce  higher  or  lower  notes.  And  it  seems  to  be  a 
condition  of  all  wind  instruments  that  higher  vibrations  require  a  stronger 
current  than  low  ones.  This  will  direct  us  to  the  cause  and  cure  of  some 
of  the  worst  and  most  prevalent  faults  in  reading* 

The  command  of  a  constant  and  equable  current  is  essential.  For  the 
varied  notes  or  tones  of  the  human  voice  are  nature's  expression  of  the 
varied  feelings  ofhuman  nature.  The  knowledge  of  this  natural  expression 
was  the  secret  of  Mozart's  and  Haydn's  power.  If  we  use  those  tones  to 
express  natural  feelings,  we  act  upon  the  nature  of  man ;  but  if  we  are 
forced  by  mechanical  causes  to  vary  our  tones  irrespective  of  such  feelings, 
we  commit  an  outrage  upon  human  nature  itself. 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  worst  and  most  universal  fault  of  some  of  our 
public  readers.  Who  has  not  observed  readers  drop  their  voice  two  or 
three  tones  at  the  conclusion  of  every  successive  sentence,  in  dull  and 
wearisome  succession  ?  Such  an  abuse  of  the  noblest  quality  of  the  human 
voice  is  truly  an  outrage  upon  the  natural  feelings  of  mankind.  And  can 
we  be  guiltless  if,  in  speaking  from  God  to  the  people,  and  for  the  people 
to  God,  we  perpetrate  this  outrage  from  first  to  last  ?  Without  the  com- 
mand of  a  sustained  and  equable  current  of  air,  we  must  necessarily  do 
so ;  and  it  is  our  duty,  as  it  is  in  our  power,  to  obtain  it.  God  has  given 
us  the  means  to  perform  his  Service  in  a  reasonable  manner,  suited  to  act 
on  the  nature  of  our  hearers,  and  it  is  our  imperative  du^  to  seek  for 
them. 

Our  first  business  is  to  show  that  this  sustained  supply  of  a  current  of 
air  is  not  to  be  had  without  care  and  attention  on  our  part ;  and,  for  this 
purpose,  we  must  consider  how  the  lungs  (the  human  bellows)  are  worked. 
There  are  certain  muscles  (the  particulars  of  which  we  shall  consider 
hereafter)  which  produce  this  effect.  These  muscles  are  acted  on  by 
nerves  proceeding  from  the  brain.  There  are  two  separate  systems  of 
nerves,  proceeding  from  different  parts  of  the  brain,  and  acting  on  dif- 
ferent sets  of  muscles.  These  systems  of  nerves  are  goyefned  by  dif- 
ferent laws.  One  system  is  under  the  control  of  the  will,  and  acts,  or 
ceases  to  act,  according  as  the  vnll  directs.  The  other  system  is  not  at 
all  under  subjection  to  the  will,  but  acts  incessantly,  and  involuntarily,  as 
long  as  the  vital  force  is  present.  These  are  termed  the  voluntary  and  in- 
voluntary systems  of  nerves.  The  muscular  action  of  the  heart  and 
arteries,  and  of  the  lungs  in  ordinary  respiration,  are  results  of  the  action 
of  the  involuntary  system. 

There  is  this  striking  difference  between  them.  The  involuntary  system 
(so  far  as  we  shall  have  to  consider  it)  is  not  subject  to  fatigue,  and  per- 
forms its  natural  functions  in  a  perfect  manner  by  the  provision  of  our 
Creator  himself.  Its  due  exercise  does  not  depend  on  practice,  instruc- 
tion, or  training.  All  this  was  essential  in  a  system  that  must  work  in- 
cessantly during  life, — ^in  infanta^  before  the  mind  can  act, — in  adults,  while 
the  mind  is  at  rest  and  unconscious.  The  yoluntary  system  is  capable  of 
fatigue ;  its  proper  exercise  depends  altogether  upon  practice  and  training. 
It  rests  with  the  mind  to  direct  it  aright,  and  the  mind  can  do  so.  The 
very  machinery  of  the  muscles  itself  can  be  developed  and  increased  in 
bulk,  and  fitness  for  its  proper  object,  by  the  continual  directkm  whidi  it 


ADDRKSS  AT  THE  OPEVIKO  OF  AN   ELCMEKTAllY   DRAWING  SCHOOL.     487 

receives  from  the  mind  and  will.  This  process  is  what  is  technically  termed 
**  training." 

In  ordinary  respiration,  the  lungs  are  worked  by  muscles  acted  on  by 
inyoluntary  nerves.  In  a  state  of  health,  this  process,  therefore,  pro- 
ceeds without  fatigue,  and  in  a  manner  perfectly  natural.  This  inspiration 
is  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  voice  of  conversation.  We  have  but  to  con- 
tract the  muscle  which  brings  the  lips  into  a  position  to  vibrate,  and  voice 
is  produced.  This  voice,  so  far  as  the  action  of  the  nerves  is  concerned, 
will  therefore  be  perfectly  natural,  and  no  fatigue  is  induced  by  it. 

There  are, besides,  many  muscles  belonging  to  the  voluntary  system,  which 
can  be  apphed  to  increasing  this  action  of  the  lungs.  In  producing  the 
greater  volume  of  air  required  for  public  speaking,  to  extend  the  vibration 
to  a  greater  space,  these  muscles  come  into  chief  action.  These  are 
capable  of  fatigue,  and  become  capable  of  their  purpose  only  by  the 
development  which  they  acquire  through  training.  Right  training  alone 
can  enable  them  to  resist  fatigue,  and  fully  to  perform  their  task. 

Here  we  see  the  first  cause  of  the  failure  of  a  public  speaker  or  reader. 
He  has  supphed  his  voice,  through  life,  by  a  set  of  muscles  which  need 
no  training  or  preparation,  and  he  expects  to  do  so  still.  He  is  not  aware 
that  a  new  set  of  muscles  have  to  be  trained  for  the  purpose.  Men 
breathe,  and  their  blood  circulates,  by  a  natural  action  ;  but  they  acquire 
handicrafts  only  by  the  training  of  their  muscles.  The  public  reader  has 
the  same  task  before  him,  and  he  does  not  know  it.  The  apprentice  is 
directed  by  his  master  to  train  his  muscles  rightly,  and  he  succeeds ;  the 
reader  makes  efforts  without  knowing  what  he  is  doing,  and  without  direc- 
tion, and  he  fails. 

The  chances  (as  we  shall  see)  are  more  against  him  in  this,  than  in  any 

other  act,  that  he  uses  his  untried  muscles -wrong,  and  persists  in  that 

method,  or  changes  it  for  a  worse ;  he  develops  the  wrong  muscles,  and  in 

the  wrong  way,  and  actually  perverts  the  structure  by  which  alone  he  can 

perform  his  task. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ADDRESS  OF  HENRY  COLE,  Esa.,  C.  B.,  AT  THE  OPENING  OF  AN 
;    ELEMENTARY  DRAWING  SCHOOL  AT  WESTMINSTER. 
Presided  over  by  the  Right  Honourable  J.  W.  Hbnlkt,  Pretident  of  the  Board  of 

Trade,  Sfc,  on  2nd  June,  1852. 
FouRTBBN  years  hare  passed  since  it  was  admitted  to  be  public  policy  tbat  tbe  Govern- 
ment should  undertake  to  establish  schools  to  afford  instruction  in  the  principles  of  art, 
with  the  view  of  improving  and  beautifying  the  objects  of  every-day  use,  such  as  the 
paper-hangings  which  decorate  the  nakedness  of  walls;  the  carpets  and  curtains  which 
give  warmth  and  colour  to  our  rooms;  the  draperies  which  cover  our  persons;  the 
utensils  in  metal,  and  earth,  and  glass,  which  administer  to  our  daily  wants,  comforts, 
and  civilized  habita.  A  Central  School  of  Design  was  constituted  in  1837,  the  express 
purpose  of  which  was  to  provide  for  the  architect,  the  upholsterer,  the  weaver,  the 
printer,  the  potter,  and  all  manufacturers,  artisans  better  educated  to  originate  and 
execute  their  respective  wares,  and  to  invest  them  with  greater  symmetry  of  form,  with 
increased  harmony  of  colour,  and  with  greater  fitness  of  decoration  ;  to  render  manu- 
factures not  less  useful  by  ornamenting  them,  but  more  beautiful,  and  therefore  more 
useful.  The  establishment  of  the  Central  School  at  Somerset  House  has  been  followed 
by  the  organization  of  twenty-one  other  schools,  located  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

2.  At  the  origin  of  these  schools,  it  seems  to  have  been  assumed  as  suffident  that  it 
was  only  necessary  to  decree  to  have  a  School  of  Design  in  any  locality,  and  to  find  the 
funds  and  educational' Apparatus  requisite  for  its  foundation,  and  that  a  School  of  Design 
would  become  then  and  there  established,  and  its  fruits  be  manifested  at  once  in  the 
improvement  of  manufactures ;  but  the  experience  of  fourteen  years,  not  with  any  one* . 
bat  with  all  the  twenty-one  schools,  has  shown  that  the  looked-for  result  was  not  to  be 
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prodttoed  by  these  metat  only.  Experience  In  every  one  of  the  twenty-one  schools  has 
proTod  that  etndenta  did  not  exist  raffidently  qualified  by  preTiooi  art-education  to 
enter  them,  but  had  to  be  trained,  not  merel;  to  be  able  to  understand  and  practise  the 
prindplss  of  design,  but  to  learn  the  Tory  elements  of  drawing.  Indeed,  prineiplet  of 
design  were  hardly  admitted  to  exist.  Manufacturers  were  therefore  slow  to  recognise 
them,  and  were  not  prepared  to  value  any  results  from  the  schools;  besides,  being 
neeessarily  under  the  thraldom  of  ftshionable  eaprice,  or,  in  other  words,  bound  to  obey 
the  ignorance  of  the  public,  they  could  only  look  to  the  demand  of  the  markets.  And, 
lastly,  the  pnblio  haTO  known  little  of  the  teaching  of  the  schools  i  have  been  rather  dis- 
couraged from  attending  them  by  mistaken  rules,  which  attempted  to  limit  their  uses  to 
artisans  only ;  and  although  the  public  were  the  ultimate  and  absolute  judges  of  the 
results  of  the  schools,  they  have  been  allowed  to  remain  uneducated  in  art  and  unin- 
formed of  the  existence  of  principles  of  art  which  might  assist  in  judging  such  results 
correctly. 

8.  Thus  it  has  followed,  that  instead  of  being  Schools  of  Design  for  teaching  the 
principles  and  practice  of  applied  art,  the  schools,  by  the  irresistible  force  of  circum- 
stances, have  been  compelled  to  begin  with  being  **  mere  drawing  schools/'  as  they  have 
been  often  ofBciidly  and  candidly  reported  to  be.  They  have  been  obliged  to  be  mere 
drawing  schools  in  their  beginning,  or  they  must  have  dosed  their  doon.  Instead  of 
teaching  the  end,  they  have  been,  and  stiU  are,  under  the  obligation  of  teaching  little 
else  thu  the  mere  A  B  C  of  art. 

4.  It  has  taken  a  long  period  of  fourteen  yean  to  arrive  at  the  conviction  that,  in 
order  to  educate  a  competent  designer,  you  cannot  avoid  the  obligation  of  first  teaching 
the  very  elements  of  art— a  power  of  drawing ;  such  being  the  low  state  of  art-educatlon 
in  this  country.  In  fkct,  to  obtain  a  competent  designer,  care  must  first  be  taken  to 
ascertain  that  the  student  really  can  draw  even  simple  forms.  This  is  a  truth  now 
generally  adcnowledged  and  no  longer  a  proposition,  but  an  axiom.  We  now  believe 
that  it  is  idle  and  prematura  to  talk  to  a  student  on  the  prindples  of  design  who  is 
unable  to  demonstrate  to  you  by  drawing  that  he  can  see  a  form  correctly.  Until  he 
can  give  evidence  that  his  eyes  aro  able  to  see  forms,  lights,  and  shadows,  and  are  sen- 
sible of  the  harmonies  and  discords  of  colour,  and  that  his  hand  has  been  tutored  to 
follow  his  perceptions,  it  must  not  be  taken  for  granted  that  he  can  nndetstand  prin- 
dples of  design. 

5.  Another  conviction,  which  the  progress  of  these  schools  has  almost  established — I 
say  almost,  for,  although  it  is  a  truth  perceived  by  a  few,  it  is  not  quite  yet  a  settled  con- 
viction with  the  public  at  large— is,  that  when  you  have  taught  the  designer,  his  works 
will  be  of  very  little  use  indeed,  if  not  absolutely  useless,  and  his  labour  discouraging  to 
him,  unless  those  who  ara  to  use  his  works  and  judge  of  them  raally  possess  the  know- 
ledge and  ability  requisite  to  enable  them  to  do  so.  If  the  public  are  insensible  to  the 
merits  of  his  works,  be  they  ever  so  great,  what  mockery  is  it  to  be  training  a  band  of 
designers,  misdirecting  thdr  labours,  and  sacrifidng  their  hopes  1  If  the  consumer  of 
manufactures,  who  has  to  pay  for  them,  and  has,  therefore,  the  absolute  right  of  choice, 
is  left  without  a  knowledge  of  good  and  bad,  and  always  pretty  sure,  in  his  ignorance,  to 
select  the  bad,*-what  folly  is  it  to  affect  to  help  the  manufacturer  to  produce  a  good 
artide  which  no  one  will  Duy,  and  which  must  therefore  remain  In  his  warehouse  a  dead 
loss  to  him  I  There  are  many  retail  salesmen  who  relate  the  thraldom  they  feel  in  the 
necessity  of  pandering  to  the  low,  uneducated  taste  of  the  majority  of  thdr  customers. 
If  their  shops  contained  only  objects  of  correct  taste,  the  proprieton  would  soon  find 
their  names  in  the  Gazette. 

6.  My  own  conviction  is,  that  if  it  were  necessary  to  choose  between  two  counes  for 
fostering  the  production  of  improved  design  in  manufactures,  the  education  of  the  public 
at  large  or  of  a  spedal  class  of  artisans,  the  end  would  be  more  readily  secured  by  teach- 
ing the  public  aright,  and  convincing  it  of  its  ignorance,  than  by  educating  the  artisan 
only.  If  you  leave  the  public  ignorant,  the  educated  artisan  will  not  be  employed;  but 
if  you  lead  the  pubMc  to  feel  the  want  of  beauty  and  propriety — to  be  sendble  of  their 
presence  and  impatient  at  thdr  absence — to  distinguish  between  symmetry  of  form  and 
disproportion— to  demand  from  art,  at  least,  the  aspiration  after  the  perfection  of  Nature 
and  the  recognition  of  Nature's  eternal  fitness  and  simplidty,— I  am  sure  the  public  will 
coon  Remand  good  designs  in  manufactures,  and  be  willing  to  pay  for  them ;  and  I  fed 
morally  certain  that  the  instincts  of  traders  will  teach  them  to  find  the  means  of  sup- 
plying such  demands,  and  of  cauung  their  artisans  to  acquire  the  power  of  administering 
to  them. 

7.  It  is  the  conviction,  on  the  one  hand,  that  you  must  prepsre  students  by  affording 
them  the  means  of  obtdning  a  sound  dementary  education  before  you  adsdt  them  to 
Schools  of  Dedgn,  and  on  the  other,  that  you  must  use  every  means  to  remove  thelgno* 
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ranee  of  the  general  pvblioi  and  indnee  them  to  appreciate  and  judge  wisely  of  the 
results  of  the  teaching  is^  the  schoole,  that  has  led  the  Ooremment  broadly  and  nnhesi* 
tatingly  now  to  recognize,  for  the  first  time,  the  want  of  elementary  instnetion  in  art 
fbr  all  elMsei,  and  to  assist  the  pablie  in  obtaining  it.  And  the  meeting  held  in  this 
building  to-day,  presided  orer  by  the  chief  of  the  Board  of  Trade^  to  Inangnrate  the 
first  Elementary  Drawing  School,  as  the  beginning  of  a  systematic  effort  to  aiford  sneh 
education  to  all  classes,  may  be  viewed  u  a  token  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Oorerament  in 
this  object. 

8.  Hitherto  elementary  instruction  in  art  has  been  giren  only  at  Sohools  of  DesigUf 
which)  being  separate  institutions,  hare  been  formed  necessarily  at  great  expense.  ^Hie 
average  total  cost  of  a  School  of  Design  has  usually  been  about  8007.  a  year  to  the  pub* 
lio,  a  cost  obviously  so  great  that  a  limited  number  of  places  only  eould  have  them.  Bat 
if  the  principle  be  recognised  that  art-education  ought  to  be  general,  and  that  as  soon 
as  possible  a  rale  be  made  that  no  one  should  be  admitted  to  a  School  of  Design  or 
Practical  Art  who  has  not  received  proper  elementary  instruction;  then,  instead  of 
having  a  few  schools  in  a  few  places,  we  may  hope  to  see  many  sehools  or  classes  for 
teaching  art  of  an  elementary  kind ;  not  separate  institutions,  bat  connected  with 
Mechanics'  Institutes,  with  our  public  sohools,  and  other  educational  institutions. 

9.  Wherever  a  desire  is  expressed  to  have  the  assistance  of  the  Oovemment  in  form- 
ing sneh  classes  in  any  kind  of  schools  already  existing,  sueh  assistance  will  be  eordially 
afforded,  so  far  as  the  means  permit,  which  Parliament  places  at  the  disposal  of  tb« 
Board  of  Trade  for  this  purpose. 

10.  Towards  aiding  the  establishment  of  Elementary  Schools,  or  Classes  for  drawing 
and  modelling,  in  the  advantages  of  which  all  classes  of  the  community  should  share, 
the  B<mrd  of  Trade  has  already  announoed  its  willingness,  on  its  part, — 

1.  To  appoint  a  competent  master^  and  to  guarantee  the  payment  to  him  of  a  certain 

income  for  a  fixed  psriod,  in  case  the  fees  to  be  derived  from  the  instruction  of 
the  scholars  should  not  suffice  to  pay  the  master's  salary. 

2.  To  provide  suitable  ornamental  drawing  copies,  models,  coloured  eiamples,  and 

books,  and  contribute  half  the  prime  cost  towards  the  purchase  of  them. 

3.  To  farnifh  samples  of  drawing  materials,  such  as  black-boards,  drawing-boards, 

paper,  slates,  chalk,  pencils,  &c. ;  and  to  give  sueh  information  as  will  enable  the 
managers  and  scholars  to  obtain  those  materials  the  readiest  way. 
On  the  part  of  the  public  the  following  are  the  conditions : — 

1.  A  committee  of  management  must  be  formed,  either  by  corporate  or  parochial 

aatborities,  or  persons  engaged  in  schools  of  any  description,  or  by  persons 
interested  in  the  object,  who  must  engage  io  provide,  keep  clean,  warm,  and  Hght 
a  suitable  room,  at  their  own  liability,  and  to  give  the  names  of  not  less  than  20 
male  or  female  scholars,  who  will  attend  the  school,  if  opened,  for  a  period  of 
not  less  than  three  months,  at  a  payment  of  not  less  than  6d,  per  week  each 
scholar. 

2.  Such  committee  must  be  prepared  to  retarn  any  examples,  0io.  lent  to  them ;  to 

collect  and  aceount  for  the  fees  from  the  students ;  condnct  and  manage  the 
school ;  provide  for  stated  and  periodical  visits  of  inspection  by  the  members  of 
the  committee ;  be  responsible  for  the  attendance  of  the  master ;  contribute  some 
portion  at  least  of  the  fees  received  towards  his  salary ;  dismiss  him  for  incom- 
petency or  misconduct ;  engage  to  follow  the  course  of  instruction  prescribed, 
and  make  an  annual  report  on  the  proceedings  of  the  school,  on  or  before  the 
dlst  of  October.* 
11*  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  render  these  schools  as  far  as  possible  self<sitp« 
porting,  to  divest  them  of  any  kind  of  charitable  aspect,  to  attract  all  classes  to  use 
them  for  their  merits  only,  add  to  pay  for  them ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  if  all  are 
led  to  feel  their  value  and  to  share  in  their  advantages,  this  instrootion  may  be  made 
self-supportiog.  The  highest  point  of  ambition  in  the  management  should  be,  to  become 
able  to  decline  any  pecuniary  assistance  from  the  Government. 

12<  The  payment  proposed  for  learning  drawing  appears  very  low,  having  too  much, 
I  fear,  the  look  of  a  charitable  donation :  it  is  at  the  rate  of  \^d,  per  lesson  of  two 
hours,  with  the  use  of  the  best  examples :  no  one,  I  think,  ean  be  deterred  from  attend- 
ing by  the  cost ;  and  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  evening  classes  in  the  proposed  school 
will  be  frequented  by  the  numerous  artisans  of  the  neigbboarhood  s — that  every  car- 
penter who  has  to  cut  straight  lines,  every  smith  who  has  to  forge  them,  and  every  briek- 
layer  who  has  to  lay  them,  will  attend  this  school  at  their  leisure  hours  in  the  evening, 
to  acquire  a  power  of  seeing  accnrateiy  by  means  of  drawing  aoeurately,  and  that  they 
will  also  send  tMr  eMMreii,  both  boys  and  girle  ;*-far  io  see  eorfsdly  and  to  draw 


..^daia^.^«A4ib* 


*  For  Uie  mode  of  proeeedmg  in  eatablislaof  a  school,  see  p.  491 . 
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correctly  are  quite  at  naeful  to  one  sex  as  to  the  other.  In  the  morning  it  may  be  hoped 
that  the  upper  and  middle  classes  will  learn  to  attend ;  that  the  professional  man  and 
the  tradesman  will  feel  their  children  disgraced  to  remain  in  ignorance,  and  that  artisans 
■honld  be  the  only  persons  educated  in  art.  If  arrangements  for  the  upper  and  middle 
classes  are  made,  it  would,  of  course,  be  at  a  rate  of  charge  more  closely  proportioned  to 
the  Talue  of  the  education  and  their  means  of  paying,  and  so  enable  those  who  can  less 
afford  it  to  enjoy  the  advsntages  of  these  drawing  classes. 

13.  A  power  of  drawing  is  too  commonly  regarded  as  a  luxury  and  superfluity  in  edu- 
cation; permissible  to  girls,  who  ultimately  become  women  better  educated  and  more 
refined  than  men,  but  unnecessary  for  boys,  who  become  men  intensely  skilled  in  the 
anatomical  points  of  a  horse,  but  not  of  their  own  frame,  and  are  unable  to  draw 
even  straight  lines.  Drawing  is  regarded  as  ''an  extra"  in  school  bills,  which  parents 
rather  aroid  than  encourage.  The  same  sort  of  mistake  used  once  to  be  made  with 
writing. 

14.  It  should  be  felt  to  be  a  disgrace  to  every  one  who  affects  to  be  well  educated  if  he 
cannot  draw  straight  lines,  and  make  at  least  simple  geometrical  forms.  Those  who 
cannot  do  so,  have  no  right  to  expect  you  to  believe  that  they  can  even  see  correctly; 
yet  such  is  the  anomalous  state  of  matters  on  this  point,  that  persons  who  are  unable  to 
use  a  pencil  will  affect  raptures  at  paintings,  and  will  criticise  art,  and  announce  canons 
of  taste  with  absolute  dogmatism.  A  modem  writer  observes,  '*  Ask  a  connoisseur  who 
has  scampered  over  all  Europe  the  shape  of  the  leaf  of  an  elm»  and  the  chances  are 
ninety  to  one  that  he  cannot  tell  you;  and  yet  he  will  be  voluble  of  criticism  on  every 
painted  landscape  from  Dresden  to  Madrid,  and  pretend  to  tell  you  whether  they  are 
like  nature  or  not.  Ask  you  an  enthusiastic  chatterer  in  the  Sistine  Chapel  how  many 
ribs  he  has,  and  you  get  no  answer;  but  it  is  odds  that  you  do  not  get  out  of  the  door 
without  his  informing  you  that  he  considers  such  and  such  a  figure  badly  drawn." 

15.  It  is  rather  the  province  of  my  colleague  than  myself  to  speak  of  the  doctrinal 
part  of  art-education ;  but  I  must  request  his  leave  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  ease  of 
learning  Elementary  Drawing,  which,  in  its  earliest  stage,  should  be  of  a  geometric 
character,  and  on  the  universal  use  of  the  power,  when  acquired. 

16.  Geometrical  drawing  is  an  easier  acquirement  than  writing.  A  child  will  sooner 
learn  to  make  the  outline  of  a  square  or  an  oblong  accurately  than  the  capital  letter  A 
of  the  usual  Italian  hand ;  and  most  children,  before  they  acquire  the  power  of  writing, 
have  passed  through  a  stage  of.  self-instruction  in  drawing  simple  forms  rudely,  and  have 
acquired  a  power  which  would  have  been  readily  expanded,  had  it  been  at  all  cultivated. 
Drawing  is  a  power  of  expressing  things  accurately.  Writing  is  the  power  of  express- 
ing only  ideas;  and  in  daily  life  it  constantly  happens  that  it  is  far  more  valuable  to 
have  the  thing  itself  denoted  correctly  by  actual  form  than  the  vague  expression  of  it 
by  words.  All  material  objects  may  be  more  accurately  expressed  by  simple  forms 
than  by  any  number  of  words.  Make  the  comparison  between  the  verbal  description 
and  the  outline  drawing  of  a  hat,  or  a  basket,  or  a  cabinet,  or  the  front  of  a  house.  At 
the  present  time  we  all  admit  that  writing  is  necessary  to  be  taught  to  every  one,  and 
is  serviceable  in  all  relations  of  life,  but  it  may  be  shown  easily  that  the  power  of  re- 
presenting forms  by  drawing  is  frequently  quite,  if  not  more,  needful.  And  it  is  equally 
useful  to  all  classes  of  the  community  :  to  him  who  orders  a  house  to  be  built  and  pays 
for  it,  to  him  who  superintends  its  building,  and  to  him  who  actually  saws  and  joins 
the  timber  or  lays  the  masonry.  All  would  perform  their  respective  parts  with  greater 
power  and  wisdom,  and  with  greater  saving  of  labour,  if  they  all  knew  what  straight 
lines  were,  and  possessed  the  power  of  making  them.  But  how  rare  is  the  possession 
of  this  simple  power  I  How  many  landlords  in  the  country  are  able  to  draw  a  plan  of 
the  ground  which  their  houses  occupy,  or  to  draw  the  shape  of  a  cupboard  they  wish 
to  order  from  the  carpenter?  How  many  manufacturers  there  are  who  direct  the 
labour  of  thousands  of  persons  in  producing  ornamental  works,  and  realize  thousands 
of  pounds  from  them,  but  are  unable  to  draw  correctly  the  form  of  one  of  their 
simplest  patterns ! 

17.  Still  we  have  had  Schools  of  Design  working  for  14  years  to  improve  manufac- 
tures. If  the  schools  have  not  fulfilled  every  expectation,  is  disappointment  unnatural 
when  producers  and  consumers  alike  remain  in  ignorance  ? — I  hope  I  have  succeeded 
in  showing  that  the  establishment  of  the  present  school  and  other  Elementary  Drawing 
Schools  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  is  both  a  logical  and  an  imperative  step  towards 
making  Schools  of  Design  what  they  were  intended  to  be.  First  teach  the  public  to 
know  what  good  art  is,  and  Schools  of  Design  will  soon  learn  how  to  provide  it ;  but 
leave  the  publio  ignorant,  and  Schools  of  Design  must  be  vain. 

Besides  a  manufacturing  there  is  also  a  moral  view  to  be  taken  of  this  questioii.  The 
efforts  of  all  who  desire  that  the  people  of  this  country  should  acquire  a  power  of 
perceivmg  and  judgmg  fbrmi  correctly  should  be  directed  in  introdudng  drawing  as  a 
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necessary  part  of  instruction  into  every  school  in  the  kiDgdom  : — this  power  will  also 
assist  them  to  obtain  increased  accuracy  in  all  other  "ways^  and  therefore  become  all  the 
more  truthfol  and  sensible  of  God's  wisdom. 

THE  MODE  OF  FR0CSED1N6  FOR  ESTABLISHING  ELEMENTARY  DRAWING  8CB00LS  OR 

CLASSES. 

The  following  requisition  (of  which  a  printed  copy  may  be  obtained  by  application 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Practical  Art,  Marlborough  House,  London), 
must  be  filled  up.  If  the  printed  form  is  not  used,  then  the  requisition  should  be  written 
out  on  foolscap  paper. 

Requisition  for  the  Establishment  of  an  Elementary  Drawing  Class  or  School 
{as  the  case  may  he)  at 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Practical  Art. 

Wk,  the  Undersigned  [Membert  (^  the  Corporation  of 
or  of  the  Vettry  of  ,  or  conneeted  with  the  School  qf 

or  otherwise f  as  the  case  may  be"],  being  desirous  of  establishing  an  Elementary  Draw- 
ing School  at  ' 

in  connexion  with  the  Department  of  Practical  Art,  hereby  request  you  to 
move  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  for  Trade  to  nominate  a  Master 
to  such  school,  and  to  assist  by  means  of  examples,  copies,  &c.,  necessary  for  the  use 
of  such  school.  And  in  consideration  of  such  assistance,  we  hereby  undertake  to  form 
ourselves  into  a  Committee  of  Management,  to  provide,  keep  clean,  warm,  and  light  a 
suitable  room,  at  our  own  liability  ;  to  return  the  examples  lent  when  required  to  do  so, 
and  to  preserve  the  same  to  the  best  of  our  ability ;  to  collect  and  account  for  the  fees 
according  to  such  rates  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  ourselves  and  the  General  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Department  of  Practical  Art ;  it  being  understood  that  in  no  case 
is  the  fee  to  be  at  a  less  rate  than  6d,  a  week  for  each  scholar ;  to  apply  such  a  portion 
of  the  fees  as  may  be  agreed  on  in  paying  the  salary  of  the  Master  and  the  expenses  of 
the  school ;  to  conduct  and  manage  the  school ;  to  visit  and  inspect  it  at  proper  inter- 
vals ;  to  be  responsible  for  the  proper  attendance  of  the  Master,  and  to  dismiss  him  for 
incompetency  or  misconduct ;  reporting  such  dismissal  to  the  Superintendent ;  to  see 
that  the  course  of  instruction  prescribed  by  their  Lordships  is  properly  followed ;  and 
to  make  an  annual  report  on  the  proceedings  of  the  school  on  or  before  31st  October. 

And  herewith  we  append  the  names  of  twenty  persons  who  are  willing  to  attend 
such  school,  if  established,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  three  months. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures  and  addresses  of  the  requisitionists.] 
[Then  follow  the  names  and  occupations  of  the  persons  who  propose  to  attend  the 

school.] 

To  enable  the  Board  of  Trade  to  consider,  with  reference  to  claims  from  other  places, 
the  application  dated  the  day  of  from  for  assistance  in 

forming  an  Elementary  Drawing  School,  it  is  necessary  that  replies  to  the  following 
inquiries  be  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Department. 

1.  What  Public  Schools,  for  either  sex,  already  exist  in 

v?hich  make  any  charge  whatever  for  instruction  ? — (Underline  those  Schools  where 
Drawing  of  any  kind  is  taught.) 

2.  State  the  name  of  every  School  in 

the  Managers  of  which  would  be  willing  to  accept  the  advantage  of  instruction  from  a 
Drawing  Master  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  should  give  in  that  school  an 
hour's  lesson  publicly,  at  least  once  a  week,  to  all  the  Scholars;  for  which  instruction 
those  Managers  would  be  willing  to  pay  to  such  Master  a  sum  of  at  least  5/.  a  year. 

3.  Are  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  proposed  Drawing  School  of  opinion 
that  they  would  be  able  to  form  a  class  for  teaching  Drawing  to  Students  occupying  a 
higher  position  in  Society  than  Artisans ;  and  who  would  pay  at  least  one  shilling 
a  week  ? 

4.  Are  the  Committee  of  Management  of  opinion  that  they  would  be  able  to  obtain 
Subscribers,  say  of  II.  and  upwards  a  year,  who  might  have  the  privilege  of  presenting 
Students  to  the  proposed  School,  to  pay  a  lower  fee  than  6J.  a  week  for  the  Artisan 
Class,  and  a  lower  fee  than  Is,  for  the  General  Class  ? 

5.  Would  the  Committee  of  Management,  after  duly  encouraging  the  teaching  of 
the  simplest  elements  of  drawing  in  the  local  Public  Schools,  be  willing  that  every 
Student,  under  16  years  of  age,  before  admittance  to  the  proposed  Drawing  School, 
should  be  required  to  possess  the  ability  to  draw  the  letters  A  O  S  in  ^^^^  outline*,  of 
the  height  of  twelve  inches  ? 

*  Copies  of  these  letters  are  published  by  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Hall,  193,  Pic- 
cadilly, London. 
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ON  COMPOSITION. 

Wbbk  yoa  have  gif  en  a  pupil  a  few  common  hinta,  Buoh  as  may  be  fonnd  in  ordinary 
books, — as,  for  instance,  not  to  use  too  many  relattTes  or  participles,  to  avoid  long 
perplexed  sentences,  and  so  on,— >notbing  further  can  elFectnally  be  done,  except  im- 
pressing varied  examples  on  his  memory. 

Without  some  influence  of  this  kind,  especially  in  the  case  of  those  whose  reading  u 
not  likely  to  be  extensive  or  select,  a  bad  style  is  very  soon  acquired ;  and  there  are 
few  things  more  difficult  to  cure.  Almost  every  man  is  conscious  of  fanlta  in  his  ovn, 
which  need  not  have  been  contracted,  but  which  he  can  now  scarcely  avoid  ;  it  is  with 
the  pen  as  with  the  lace,  an  unusual  form  of  expression  may  be  assumed ;  but  the  con- 
straint is  generally  visible ;  the  countenance  is  o<mtinually  on  the  point  of  falling  into 
its  natural  cast,  and  the  pen  of  running  on  as  it  has  been  accustomed.  Without 
attempting  to  enter  upon  the  subject  of  style  generally,  there  is  one  description  of  it 
against  which  the  young  cannot  be  too  much  cautioned  ;  because,  from  paucity  of  ideas, 
and  pride  in  newly  acquired  words,  they  are  very  likely  to  adopt  it.  There  are  always 
numerous  examples  of  it  before  them.  ¥hose  who  have  to  speak  against  time,  or  to 
fill  a  certain  number  of  columns,  use  it  cautiously,  and  from  necessity ;  many,  who  are 
not  thus  compelled,  do  so  with  great  apparent  self-satisfaction,  and  to  a  ridieidoni 
excess.  It  abounds  with  sonorous,  but  almost  invariably  with  common  words,  with 
epithets  which  were  found  in  the  same  clause,  generally  the  exact  e<|[uival6nt8  of  each 
other,  since  it  economises  the  slightest  shade  of  difference  in  meaning,  for  a  new  sen- 
tence. It  is  rhythmical,  but  the  rhythm  is  for  the  most  part  of  the  vulgarest  kind. 
As  a  good  knowledge  of  Greek  and  Latin  words  facilitates  the  performance  of  this  trick, 
so  it  is  the  best  means  of  detecting  and  avoiding  it.  The  solemn  admiration  with  which 
an  audience  will  often  listen  to  a  composition  of  this  kind,  when  delivered  with  an 
imposing  voice,  would  be  highly  amusing,  were  it  not  that  men  of  real  merit  are  un- 
popular with  very  many  hearers,  simply  because  they  disdain  to  indulge  in  this  gaudy 
fluency.  An  oration  **  in  this  style  "  is  very  plausible ;  it  saves  the  hearers  the  trouble 
of  thinking,  though  they  fancy  they  are  thinking  deeply  all  the  time.  It  forms  a  run- 
ning commentary  upon  itself,  explaining  itself ;  not  awkwardly  or  apologetically  as  re. 
gards  the  speaker,  or  in  a  manner  at  all  humiliating  to  the  hearer.  Of  the  three  or  four 
words  in  which  the  same  idea  is  expressed,  they  understand  one  ;  and  nothing  is  lost 
when  the  next  sentence  is  commenced.  It  is  the  counterpart  of  that  amplification  of 
the  ignorant,  who  use  a  great  many  words,  in  order  that,  amongst  them,  they  may  hit 
upon  the  right  one.  The  Length  and  latinity  of  the  words  tickles  their  vanity,  and  makes 
the  listeners  feel  in  so|ne  sort  philosophical. 

Probably  the  greatest  man  who  has  permitted  himself  to  use  this  manner  to  excess, 
was  Mr.  Pitt ;  many  of  his  speeches  literally  teem  with  snperflaities ;  Hazlitt  justly  calls 
this,  *'  dictionary  eloquence. "  No  doubt,  Pitt  found  that  his  marvellous  faculty  of 
pouring  out,  without  faltering,  eentence  after  sentence,  well  rounded  and  grammatical, 
to  any  required  amount,  did  him  good  service  ;  and  he  had  too  much  sense  and  taste  to 
betray  himself  by  tawdry  ornament.  The  compositions  of  greater  men  than  Pitt  furnish 
many  instances  of  it ;  but  in  their  case  it  generally  happens  that  the  power  of  the  thought 
is  capable  of  sustaining  some  redundancy  of  diction. 

No  ridicule,  however,  can  be  too  strong  for  this  style  as  it  is  generidly  used,  and  as 
the  young  are  likely  to  use  it.  When  the  first  effervescence  of  words  is  over,  they  must 
not  be  indulged  in  it ;  they  should  be  taught  that  brevity,  even  abruptness,  is  far  pre- 
ferable to  this  forcible  feebleness,  whiehis,  however,  to  be  received  as  very  distinct  from 
mere  grandiloquence,  or  extravagance  of  thought.  As  the  fault  referred  to  is  almost 
always  committed  consciously,  there  is  the  less  need  in  this  case  to  propose  models  for 
its  correction.  Our  old  authors,  however,  are  generally  the  most  free  from  it,  and  good 
narrative  authors ;  for  most  of  these  letter  writers  are  well  aware,  that,  in  narrative,  the 
mind  of  the  reader  is  impatient  of  wordiness. 


An  Old  Subscribbb,  and  W.  T.  Y.'s  oon;municationi  we  are  obliged  to  post- 
pone. 

It  is  particularly  requested  that  all  mathematical  contributions  be  forwarded,  at  latest, 
by  the  20th  of  each  month.  All  new  questioni,  in  order  to  insure  an  early  insertion, 
should  be  accompanied  by  their  solutions. 
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